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Section L — Communications, 1702-1788. 

Communication between Bombay Sion and Maliim was for long 
carried on ebiefly by boat. The following papers relate to the dis« 
posal of the ferry contracts : 

The passage boats between and Sion were rented for one year 

at 103 Xeraphins and one laree per montli from Ist August 1702 to 
31st July 1703.^ 

The Bombay Mahim and Sion passage boats wei-e in 
1751 put up for a term of three years and rented by Bayr^mji M^nekji 
arid Dhanji Kuvarji, the Bombay boat at Es. 525 and the Mahim and 
Sion boats at Es. 1971 per anmim.^ 

The former term of rent having expired the farm was again let out 
in 1754. ^ The Bombay diary of the 12th March 1754 has the follow- 
ing : This being the day appointed for letting out to farm the 
Bombay Mahim and Sion passage boats, it is agreed to rent the 
former on the same terms as last year. But the method allowed in the late 
contract in regal’d to the two latter^ of admitting the farmer to levy a 
percentage on eei-tain goods according to their value, being not only 
very irregular, as no one should collect any duties on the island but the 
Honourable Company, but also liable to many abuses and impositions, it 
is resolved that it be discontinued and freight collected only on passen- 
gers, cattle, and the quantities of goods brought over. The Board then 
adjounied to the 'warehouse to put the contracts up to farm. 

The Bombay passage boat was first put up for a term of three years 
and rented to Bayramji Mjinekji and Dhanji Kuvarji at Es, 39*0 per 
annum. The Mahim and Sion passage boats w^ere next j)iit up on the 
terms and conditions given below, and rented to Hiisan Allaudin and 
Mulla Baud at Es. 631 per annunv^ 

Ai-ticles of agreement made and entered into between the Honourable 
Eichard Bourchier Esquire President and Governor of Bombay and 
Council on the part and behalf of the United English East India 
Company of the one part, and Codji Husan Allaudin and Mulla D^ud 
of the other part, for farming the said Honourable Company's M^him 
and Sion passage boats for the term of three years to commence trom 
the nth March 17 54 at the rate of Es. 631 per annum : 

1. That the said Codji Husah Allaudin and Mitlla Bdud shaEpay 
and make good to the said President and Council or their successors 
the said sum of Es, 631 per annum for the term of teree yeai’S in 

> Bom. Gov. OMer 2otli July 1702, Sec. Out L.. B. 7 ci 1699 - 1702, 180. . 

” Bom, Gov. Diary 26tb Feb. 1751, Pub. Diary 24 ot 1751, 69, 

3 Fab. Diary 27 of 1764, 80- 90. ■ ' ; . ; .V. ^ 
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. monthly payments o£ Ks. 52-2-33, the first of which payments sliall 
be made on the 11th day of May next 1754, and so to be continued on 
the 11th day of every month ensuing, till the last monthly payment is 
'• made good, which shall be on the 11th day of April 1757, beino- one 
month after the expiration of this contract. “ 

2. That the said Codji Husan Allau^n and Mulla Baud shall «-et 

their boat in readiness at all times when required for carrjnno- the 
Government's despatches or messengers, and the Honourable Company 
shall pay their fare in ease no other freight or passengers offer at that 
time, but the pei-son who goes and comes with letters shall pay no 
freight. ^ 

3. That the farmer shall receive neither more nor less thaTi the under- 

mentioned rates for the passage of persons or freight he may biW 
or carry to or from the other side, on penalty of forfeiting Rs. 50 fm- 
every offence, half to the Honourable Company and lialf to the person 
from whom he receives it, namely : ^ 

For each person that goes and returns the same day ... x 

For each man with a load of provisions or goods, not ^ 

mentioned in the following list ... ... 

For each cOw or ox ... ... ,., *** 5 

For each buffalo ... ... *’* g 

For each ass ... [[[ 

For each goat ... ^ ^ 

For each horse ... 

For a batty mill 2 

For a man’s load of coir *]* [[[ 2 

For a man’s load of cajans ... **’ 2 

For each bundle of 4000 Kobalo Gallos or Sturgeons ... 2 

For each bundle of 4000 Bombaloes (Bummeloes) 2 

For each corge of Pomphrets . ... ... ... 1 

For each corge of the fish called See ves (Seers) ... *** 9 

For a basket of fowls ... ... ... ... 9 

For each basket of long pepper ... ***0 

For timber ^ f ... ... _ 

For a wedding that goes and comes the same. day* III 94 

_ For each bundle of 100 pieces of wood ... ... ... 1 

4 , For security of the payment of the aforesaid sum of Us. 631 per 
aunum for the said term of three years in manner aforesaid, and for the 

Sd MuiirH^d d 1 Husan Alaudin 

and Mulla Baud do hereby jomtlj and separately bind themselves 

Smefi ond^r^^"® a^nistrators to the slid Governor and 
Council ^ their successors m the penal sum of Rs. 12 000 current 

money of Boinbay. In witness whLof they have hereunto seS^ 

hands and seals in Bombay Castle this 11th day of March 1754 and 

^ President and Council hath caused the common 
Oompaytobe afik,d the dayand yeet 

tocmmeaceae 12th minted SSfSffa 

■ Rs. 593 per annum, or Rs. 203 advance on the former rent/ •’ ^ 

J Pab. ISary 2r of 1764, 91 ^ 9^ ^ 

Bom. Gov. Diary .4th Mar, 1767, Pub. Djary 30 of , 1757, -66. 
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The Bombay passage boat Iteing again in March 1760 put up for 
three years on the same conditions as before to commence the 1 2th 
instant, was farmed to Byrdmji Mdnekji as the highest bidder for 
Rs. 501 per annum or Rs. 92 less than when last rented.^ 

The Boriihay passage boat was again in March 1763 put up for 
a term of three years to commence the 12th instant on usual condi- 
tions and let to the highest bidder Cui-wa Bhat (Khaiva Bhat ?) for 
Rs. 675 per annum or Rs. 174! more than what formerly let for.® 

The Bombay passage boat was in May 1768 fanned out to 
Dhanji Kavasji for three years at Rs, 500 per annum or Rs. 92 less 
than the present lease.® 

In May 1771 the sitting to lease the Bcsnbay passage boat 
having been deferred until this day (the 21st) the several pemons 
attending to bid for the same are now called in and the lease put up to 
public outcry for three yeai-s on the usual terns and conditions and 
Makan Bowaji being the highest biddei-, it is let to him at Rs. 705 
per annum, being Rs. 205 more than it was before leased for.'* 

The lease of the Bombay passage boat was in June 1774 put up 
for three years agreeable to the notices that had been affixed and on 
the customary conditions and was let to Sundarji Rdmji for Rs. 1060 
per annum, being Rs. 355 per annum more tlian it last let for.® 

On the 4th March 1/57 the Mahim and Sion passage' boats were 
put up_ on the same conditions as before for three years to commence the 
12th instant and rented to Bhiku Kdmat for Rs. 1122. per ftunnm 
which is Rs., 491 gained on the old contract.® ^ 

The Mdhirn and Sion pass^e boats were on the 4th March 1760 
put up on the former conditions and term of three years to commence 
the 12 th instant and rented to the present farmer Bhflni Kdmat for 
Rs, 1385 per annum or Rs. 263 more per annum than he now pays 
for them.,'^ '' 

The Mahim and Sion passage boats being on the- 8th March 1763- 
put up for the term of three years to commence the lath instant, were 
let out to Soki ji Kildjiand Grhnldm Mohiuddin for Rs. ]i650 or Rk.265. 
more than what they let for before.®- 

On the 10th March 1766 the lease of the Mahim and Sion passa<^e. 
boats expiring the 11th instant, they were again put up on the usual 
conditions for a term of thtree years and let to Manekji Kharsedii and 
Bayramji Mdnekji for Rs, 1605 per annum, being Rs. 45 pey annum 
less than last lease-.® , ' 

This morning, the- 30tfr March 1769-, the Mahiiji and Sion passage 
boats were let out at public outcry to Bayrdmy Mdnek|i, the "^ghest 


. Grov Diary 4tli >far. 1760; Pnb. Diary 34 of 1760^162,. 

. 00V. Diary Sth Mm. 1763, Pub. Diary 40 of 1763, 160. 

. 00V. Diary 13tli May 1768, Pub. Diary 50 of 176^, 29^, 

. 00V. Diary 21st May 1771, Pab. Diary 57 of 1771, ,403. 

, 00V, Diary 3rd June 1774, Pub. Diary 65 of 1774^ 395. , 
00V. Diary 4tli Mar. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 66. 

. 00V, Diary 4tli Mar. 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 162-163. 
. 0pv, Diary 8th Mar. 1763, Pub. Diary 40 of 1763, 165, 

. Gsbvk Diary lOtkMar. 1766,. Pub. Diary 46 of 1766,1 l6f * 
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[I. monthly payments of Rs. 52-2-33, the first of which payments shall 
be made on the 11 th day of May next 1754, and so to be continued on 
the 11 th day of every month ensuing, till the last monthly payment is 
‘J* made good, which shall be on the 11th day of April 1757, beino- one 
month after the expimtion of this contract. “ 

2 . That the said Codji Husan Allaudin and Mulla Ddud shall get 

their boat in readiness at all times when required for carryino- the 
Government's despatches or messengers, and the Honourable Company 
shall pay their fare in case no other freight or passengers offer at that 
time, but the person who goes and comes with letters slig.n pay no 
freight. ^ 

3. That the farmer shall receive neither more nor less than the under- 

mentioned rates for the passage of persons or freight he may brino- 
or carry to or from the other side, on penalty of forfeiting Rs. 50 fm 
every offence, half to the Honourable Company and half to the person 
from whom he receives it, namely ; Kce ^ 

For each person that goes and 2 ‘eturns the same day ... ^ 

For each man with a load of provisions or goods, not ^ 

mentioned in the following list ... ... | 3 L 

For each cow or ox ... .'*] 5 

For each bufialo ... *** g 

For each ass ... ’** *’* y. 

For each goat g 

®^^h horse ... ,,, ... ... 

For a batty mill .** [** 2 

For a man V load of coir *]* 2 

For a man’s load of cajans *** o 

For each bundle of 4000 l^obalo Gallos or Sturgeons •» 2 

For each bundle of 4000 Bombaloes (Bummeloes) 2 

For each corge of Pomphrets . *** x 

For each corge of the fish called Seeves (Seers) ... *** 9 

For a basket of fowls 2 

For each basket of long pepper ... *** *** 9 

For timber *** *’* •** _ 

For a wedding that goes and comes the same dav 94 

For each bundle of 100 pieces of wood ... | 

4. For security of the payment of the aforesaid sum of Rs" 631 per 
annum for the said tern of three years in manner aforesaid, and for the 

and Mulla Dand do hereby jointly and separately bind themselves 
their heirs exewtors and administrators to the said Governor and 
Council ^ their sni^ssoi-s m the penal sum of Rs. 12,000 current 
money of Bornbay. In witness whereof they have hereunto set their 
^nds and seals m Bombay Castle this 11 th day of March 1754 and 

President and Council hath caused the common 
0 »»‘P“y‘«bs .feed th, d.j.„d y»r 



Bombay Boat^ 
1757 * 


abovementipned." tne day and year 

The _thi-ee_ Years' tern having expired the Bombay nassaw bmf 
was again m MarcA 1757 put, up for three years on the former conditionq 

nTSr''"® rented to Bayi'^mii ManTldffor 

,Rs. 593 perannnni, or Rs. 203 advance on the fomer ri.^ 

> Pub. Diary 2r of 1704,91-93. ' ^ ^ 

* Bom. Gov. Diary .4th Mar. 1757, Pijh. Diaiy 30 of,1757,.66. 





Materials*] 



AND ISLAND. 


The Bombay passage boat being again inMai’ehl760 put up for 
•three years on the same conditions as before to commence the 12th 
instant, was formed to Byrdmji Mdnekji as the highest bidder for 
Rs. 501 per annum or Rs. 92 less than when last rented,^ 

The Boiflbay passage boat was again in Mai-eh 1763 put up for 
a term of three years to commence the 12th instant on usual condi- 
tions and let to the highest bidder Cui-wa Bhat (Kharva Bhat ?) for 
Rs. 675 per annum or Rs. 174 more thgut what formerly let for.® 

The Bombay passage boat was in May 1768 farmed out to 
Dhanji Kavasji for three years at Rs, 500 per annum or Rs. 92 less 
than the present lease.® 

In May 1771 the sitting to lease the Bwnbay passage boat 
having been deferred until this day (the 21st) the several peraons 
attending to bid for the same are now called in and the lease nut up to 

i.1 J.1. ■ 1 1 1 ..r*. A 


Mdhbn and 
Sion Boats f 
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1 Bom» Gov Diary 4tli Mar. 1760, PuB. Diary M of 1760,. 162, 

2 Bom. Gov.^Diary 8th Mm. 1763, PhB. D^ry 40 of 1763, 165, 

3- Bom. Gov. Diary 13tB May 1768, Pub, Diary 50 of 176^, 29^, 

4 Bom. Gov. Diary 21st May 1771, Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, .403, 

® Bom. Gov. Diary 3rd June 1774, Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, 395. 

® Bom. Gov. Diary 4th Mar. 1757, Pub, Diary 30 of 1757, 66. 

^ Bom, Gov, Diary 4th Mar. 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 162 - 163. 
s Bom.. Gov. Diary 8tli Mar. 1763, Pub. Diary 40 of 1763, 165. 

^ Bom..G 0 W Diary lOtkMar. Diary 46 of 1766,;i67-. 
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bidder for Rs. 1820 per atnium^ or Rs. 215 per aiinuni more tliaii 
they last let for. The lease to commeiiee from the 1st of April 
Bext.-^ 

On the 31st March 1772 the lea;se of the Mahim and Sion passage 
boats was put to farm for three years on the usual terms and let 
to Ghiilam Mohiuddin^ he being the highest bidder^ for lis. 1750 per 
annum or Es. 70 less than it was last let for.^ 

On the 28th March 1775 the lease of the Mahim and Sion passage 
boats was put up and let for the term of three years on the usual 
conditions to Kainati and Caitan Francisco De Penha for Rs. 2900 
per annum or Rs. 1150 more tliaii what it was last let for.^ 

On the 3rd January 1777 the Mahim and’ Sion passage boats were 
put up to farm for three j'oars and leased to Miiliarnmadali Tarapuri 
at Es, 2210 per annum. Two boats hitherto kept at Maliim at the 
Company's expense were ordered to be discontinued.^ 

The 22nd December 1779^ being the day fixed for leasing out the 
Mahim and Sion passage boats, the Board after doing the Public De- 
partment business resolved into a Revenue Department and adjourned 
to the lower hall to lease out the Mahim and Sion passage boats. "When 
the Board met for that purpose, it was suggested to them that allowing 
the farmer a small boat in addition to the large one would on many 
accounts make the farm more beneficial to the Honourable Company. 
The Board therefore agreed to it under the following restriction, %vhieh 
they ordered accordingly must be inserted as an additional clause in 
the lease, namely : That the farmer besides the large boat sliall be 
permitted to keep a small one for the convenience of those persons 
who may choose to make use of it in preference to the large boat or 
out of the usual hours for the large boats passing or repassing \ and to 
collect from such persons the stated fee for the large boat, besides a fee 
for the small one. But he must engage, under penalty of such fine as 
shall be inflicted on him by the Chief of Mahim, that the large boat 
shall always pass and repass at the usual hours for the accommodation 
of passengers and freight, and that no means shall be practised to oblige 
the people to make use of the small boat contrary to their inelinatioiu 
This clause being explained to the bystanders, they 'were perfectly 
satisfied therewith. This additional ciaixse in the lease Laving been 
thus previously requested and agreed to, the farm was put up and leased 
out for three years to Muhammadali T4r^puri for Rs. 3170 per annum, 
being Es. 960 more tlian the last,® 

The following extracts show the condition of the road between 
Bombay and Sion, The Bombay diary of the 9th June 1767 has the 
following The Collector reports that the proprietors of some ground 
occupied for the road from Sion to Parel have not been paid for the 
same, nor had any other ground assigned them in lieu of it. It is 
therefore ordered tliat its value be made good to them.^ 

5 Bom. Gov. Diary SOth Mar. 1769, Pub, Diary 53 of 1769, 413. 

2 Bom. Gov. Diary Slsi Mar. 1772, Pub. Diary 60 of 1773, 355. 

Bom. Gov. Diary 28th Mar. 1776, Pub, Diary 67 of .1775, 284-285* 

: 3rd Jau. 1777, Pub. Diary 71 of 1777, a 

"3 of 1779, 680 and liev. Diaiy 1 of 
1 / 79, 104 - lOo, 6 Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 382. 
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The Bombay diary of the 15th May 1770 has the following record 
of the Boardk Consnltatioa on that day regarding the Bombay-Sion 
road : A direct road from Bombay to Sion Fort is much w^anted as the 
present one is only passable in the rainy season to A^adala Tank which 
is about one mile beyond Parel, by which means the only way of con- 
veying cannon or other stores thitheiv should the same be found 
necessary, is round about by Mahim, and this too a very indifferent 
way« It is therefore ordered that a road be immediately set about 
accordingly. And this on account of the high and waste grounds 
from Vadala Tank to Sion, may be performed at an easy expense as 
the batty grounds, which will besides be taken up for it, produce only 
2 i toka of 3 mticlds 12 phards 10 adholia oi batty for wMch a suitable 
ailo\vance must be. made to the farmers.-^ 

The following relates to the building of Sion causeway; On the 16th 
November 1799 the Chief Engineer Mr. Robert Nicholson writes to 
Government : We have altogether received Es. 8000 which is now 
nearly expended. I am of opinion that if Es. 8000 more is 
allowed for this work (Sion causeway) the whole mil be completed 
in about six months. It will then be 15 feet wide at the top and 
considerably above the highest spring tides. I have the farther 
satisfaction to inform you that during the late severe storm, in which 
it may be sui)posed the water was very much agitated," not a 
single stone was displaced. The reason that it is impossible to fix a 
shorter date than six months for its completion, is that we are now 
feo far advanced into the river that that part of the causew’-ay which is 
not yet begun upon, can be worked at only for three tides in the 
month until it is 'considerably raised above the foundation. The above- 
mentioned sum is not wanted at once, but shall be drawn in such sums 
as Bbe progress of the work may require. This further sum of Rs. 8000 
w^as sanctioned by Government on the 19th November 1799, when they 
added that the work might be finished as substantially and speedily as 
possible.^ 

On the representation of the grand jury the Court of Sessions 
requested that Government be irieased to order that the public roads of 
the island in general and the streets of the town be properly repaired at 
the Honourable Company^ expense. At their Consultation, the 26th 
August 1769, Government observe: The public roads are now 
repairing and the streets are under the care of the scavenger who 
must repair them ; the charge to be defrayed by the laad paymaster.^ 

The following papers contain various orders published in order to 
regulate traffic in the streets of Bombay ;* Letter from Mr. Alexander 
Callander Clerk of the Peace, to the President, dated Bombay Town 
Hall loth January 1770. In consequence of a presentment made this 
day by the Grand Jury to His Majest/s justices in sessions assembled, 
they have ordered me to communicate to your Honour their recom- 
mendation that you will please to cause the proclamation — formerly 
issued forbidding the natives to drive their hackeries in a violent manner 


^ Puh. Diary 55 of 1770, 306 - 307. Forrest’s Horae Series, II. 161 - 162, * ' 

2 Pub. Diai-y lU of 1709, 3000 * 3001, ? Pub, Diary 54 of X769, 637 - 638, 647 
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along the public roads to the great annoyance and damage of the other 
passengers — to be now republished. As it apjpears the penalty at 
present annexed to such transgression is an inadequate cheeky they 
recommend you will at the same time cause it to be increased from 
Es, 50 to Rs, 100 for the first offence.^ 

On reading the above letter from the Clerk of the Peace recommend- 
ing by order of His Majesty^s justices that the publication for prevent- 
ing the owners of hackeries diiving tlxem violently along the roads may 
be renewed on pain of their being fined double the sum before ordered 
to be levied, the Board resolved on the 26th January 1770 that the 
Secretary is ordered to comply with accordingly.^ 

On the recommendation of the Bench of J ustices the Board at their 
Consultation on the 29th March 1784 resolved to make it an Act of 
Government that no native inhabitant of this island shall be permitted 
to drive horses or mules in a w^hecl carriage of any denomination from 
and after the 14th day of April 1784 on pain of forfeiting the sum 
of Es. 100 for every such offence. One-half of the sum^is to be given 
to the informer and the other half appropriated ta the support of the 
roads.^ 

The same day it was also ordered that no native inhabitant of tlfis 
island be permitted to ride in a chair or palanquin within the garrison 
of Bombay, except vakils from country governments and strangers of 
distinction^ 

The Board further ordered on the recommendation of the Bench of 
Justices that it be issued out in public orders and by publication that 
all carts and hackenes shall pass and repass by the Bazar Gate only ^ 
and that no carriage drawn by oxen shall be permitted to pass at 
either of the other gates excepfiiig four-wheeled liaekeries belonging to 
the European inhabitants and the carts emj)loyed on the Company's 
works for the service of the troops at Old Woman^s Island or for clean- 
ing the town by the scavengers.^ 

These prohibitory orders led to the following petition in April 1784 
from the principal native inhabitants and merchants to Government ? 
Your faithful and humble subjeets^the merchants and traders of 
Bombay — most respectfully represent to your Honour that they feel 
themselves most sensibly hurt and aggrieved by an edict issued under 
the 5th of the present month of April, forbidding any of your faithful 
subjects aforesaid to use carriages drawn by horses or mules, also. 
Bengal chairs, and prohibiting them from entering the town in their 
liaekeries by any way but the Bazar Gate. By wliieh order your 
petitioners are impressed with the greatest grief and concern. For- 
merly, Honourable Sir,, your petitioners made use of carriages di’awn by 
bullocks with bells round their necks ; but the gentlemen objecting 


^ jPuK Diary 65 of 1770, 66. ^ Put), Diary 55 of 1770, 84, 

^ Pul). Diary 86 of 1784, 237 - 238, Comp, of standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1769 - 1788^ 
170 • 180» 

^ Pub. Diary 83 of 1784, 237. Comp, of Standing Ord. VoL 2 of 1769 - 1788, 180. 

^ Pub. Diary 83 of 1784, 237 • 238. Comp^ of Standing Ord. Yol, 2 of 1759- 1768.. 


•Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


to them as frightening the horses, the bells were abolished ; on which 
your petitioners presented a petition to Mr. Hoi-nbj who directed 
them to fuinish a list of such persons as were entitled to distinction, 
and he would give ciders accordingly, and at the same time advised 
your petitioners to use horse conveyances as more serviceable and 
better in every respect. But your petitioners, anxious to avoid giving 
offence, did not give in the list as directed by Mr. Homby, but 
followed his advice relative to horses which appeared highly eligible 
in many points, since a horse could be managed without a servant 
and cause less dust than bullocks, w^hieh is known to be very disagree- 
able to all gentlemen. Formerly your petitioners possessed no pro- 
perty in gardens or plantations at a distance from Bombay so that 
they could visit them on foot without trouble. But when that pro- 
perty was taken from them at Mdhim and when your petitioners also 
bought the Company's plantations that were put up to sale, it was found 
very inconvenient to visit them in person. This change was attended 
with so great loss that a quarter part was not recoverable. In like 
manner it was found that bullocks did not answer, as one trip was to 
them a heavy labour, so that of necessity recourse was had to horses. Nor 
were they adopted from motives of vanity, or from a desire of equalling 
the European gentlemen, but from this conveyance great ease and eon- 
venienee have been experienced as well as saving. For bullocks are more 
expensive and not so durable. By this new order your petitioners will 
be subjected to great exx^ense, and should they be indulged, would not 
transgress the bounds of respect, from regard to their own credit. 
Oreat multitudes drive carriages but the petitioners presume to hope that 
they shall not suffer for the transgressions of others. It is likewise 
ordered that your petitioners should go and come by the Baz^r Gate only, 
at which the press of carts and people is already so severe tliat there is 
great danger of accidents and will now be still greater. Such of 
your petitioners as live in that part or have business that way do now 
go by that gate. Your petitioners are concerned that this restrie- 
• tion relates solely to them, as many other carts are suffered to pass 
and such of them as live near the gates will experience great difficulty 
and inconvenience, not to mention the great discredit into which the 
merchants of Bombay will be thrown in all other countries when the 
news is spr(^ad abroad, which will be the cause of great grief and shame 
to your petitioners. On which consideration they humbly and earnestly 
pray that they may be suffered to enjoy the ancient privilege of pass- 
ing and repassing. Your petitioners with respect to the abolition of 
Bengal chairs and palanquins humbly beg your Honour to consider 
that, as traders and merchants, they are by no means desirous of 
squandering their substance or of putting themselves to the expense of 
those conveyances from motives of ostentation ; nor are they used but 
by persons whose business being of an urgent nature, are troubled with 
disorders or weakness disabling them from walking ; or in case of 
indisposition when advice is given to take the air and any other con- 
veyance would be fatiguing and. prejudicial ; so that this part of the 
edict might be a cause of great loss and damage to the affairs of your 
petitioners. Your faithful subjects and humble petitioners, Honourable 
Sir, thus presume to lay their case before you firmly persuadM of 
your indulgence from the relationship iti which they stand; for. to 
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^vhom else slioiild they either represent their grievances or from 
whom expect relief ; which should your Honour procure them, they 
will as in duty bound ever pray. 

In the meanwhile Government received the following presentment 
of thanks from the Grand Jury to the Bench of Justices, dated Bom« 
bay Town Hall 28th April 1T84; We the jurors of our Sovereign 
Lord the King on our oaths do present that having for a long period 
of time seen with particular regret, notwithstanding the repeated 
presentments of this jury, the great inconveniences resulting to society 
from the unlimited use of horse-earriages among the native inhabitants 
of this island, and the distressing consequences to the community in 
g'eneral from the enormous price of every article of life, it is with 
uncommon pleasure we now observe the abuse of these two important 
jioints has been a principal object of reform under the present Goveiii- 
ment. We are convinced nothing but the prohibition of the first, and 
the great though proper reduction in the price of the latter, could have 
effected that relief, which we are now fully sensible has been afforded. 
And we therefore, the jurors for our Sovereign Lord the King, as in 
duty bound think it highly incumbent on us to express our particular 
acknowledgments to the Bench of Justices who framed the necessary 
regulations to effect this very useful reform and to the Government 
whose sanction has so strongly confirmed them.® 


On receipt of the aforesaid petition from the merchants and a copy of 
the presentment, on the 4th May 1784, the President laid them before 
the Board. The Bombay diary of tixat day has the following entry : 
The President lays before the Board the translate of a petition from the 
jn-incipal merchants of this island praying that the late regulations 
respecting the natives not using palanquins or horse hackeries may be 
countermanded, and that the restrictions of passing in hackeries by 
any of the gates excepting the Bazar gate may be fiken off, which is 
read ; also a letter from tlie Clerk of the Peace aceompanjdng the copy 
of a minute of the Bench at the last Quarter Sessions, mli a copy o£ 
a presentment of thanks from the Grand Jury at the same Sessions, 
expressive of the sense they entertain of the attention which has been 
paid by Government to the presentments which have at different times 
been made, and particularly that with respect to the horse hackeries. 
The Board having taken into consideration the above petition with the 
papers sent up by the Bench, do unanimously resolve to reject every 
part of the former except tliat respecting the gate, and as our granting 
them an indulgence may not be attended with any particular incon- 
venience, it is resolved that in future the native inhabitants be permit- 
ted to pass and repass in their hackeries at the Church Gate as well as 
at the Bazar Gate ; this indulgence to be continued to them only 
whilst they do not abuse it, and not to extend to carts except those 
already licensed.® 


Regular ferry commiinioation with Salsette was established in 1775 
and with Tirana in the following year. The Bombay diary of the 26th 


1 Piffi. Biary S3 of. 1784, 326-328. ; 2 Pub. Diary 83 of 1784, 320. 

324 *325. Comp, of Btanding Orel. Vol. 2 of 1750-1788, 
180 ; Forrest’s Home Beries, H. 317 -318. - 
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September 1775 has the following entry: It being necessary that 
proper ferries should be established between the island (of Bombay) 

’ and Salsette fox- the accommodation of passengers on the public service 
; and the transportation of horses and stores ; it is resolved that a small 
boat and a punt be constantly kept at M^ihim for that purpose under 
the direction of the Custom Master with a tindal and four lascars 
: in constant pay^ and that the boat be supplied from the marine and the 
punt contracted for on the cheapest terms by the Mahim custom 
master. Care must^ however^ be taken that these boats be not employed 
in any manner that can give just cause of complaint to the farmer of 
the Mahini and Sion passage boats.^ 

On the 23rd April 1776 the Board observe : As we are of opinion the 
" establishing regular passage boats between this place and Thana will 
be convenient to both islands and be of some advantage to the Company, 
it is agreed to establish them, accordingly and to farm them out to the 
highest bidder on the 30th of this month.^ 

On the 6th May 1776 Messrs. Mostyn and Garden rej)ort that they 
have leased out the Thana passage boat for three years at Es. 1805 
per annum.'"* 

^ The Bombay diary of the 30th September 1778 has the following 
notice: Received (30th September 1778) per patamar a letter from 
I the Chief and factors at Thdna, dated the 28th instant, in which they 
? advised their having leased out the passage boats, between that island 
t and the continent for Rs. 2955,^ 

i The 8th December 1779 being the day fixed upon for farming out 
the Thd,na passage boat, the Board adjourned to the lower hall when 
g it was put up aud leased out for three years to Jevaii Hebbaji and 
I Hiraji Gangaji at Rs. 1325 per annum.^ The following were the 
i: terms of this contract : 

Articles of agreement entered into between the Honourable William 
Hornby, President and Governor, and Coixncil of Bombay on behalf 
of the Honourable United English East India Company on the one part, 
/ and Jevan Hebbaji and Hiraji Gangaji inhabitants of Bombay on the 
other part, for farming the passage boat from hence to Thana and back 
aguin for the term of three years at Rs. 1325 per annum to commence 
from 8th December 1779 ; 

1. That the said Hirdji Gangaji and Jevan Hebbaji shall pa}^ or make 
, good to the said President and Council or their successors the said sum. of 
Rs. 1325 per annum for the said term of three years in monthly pay- 
ments of Rs. 110-1-67, the first of which payments shall be made within 
two months from the date hereof and so to be continued on the 8th day 
■ of every month ensuing till the last month when the whole shall be 
; made good which shall be on the 8th day of January in 1783, being 
i one month after the expiration of this contract. 

i: ^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 26th fc^ept, 1775, Puh, Piai’y '68 of 1775, C63-6C4:. 

: Comp, of Standing Ord. VoL 2 of 1759 • 1788, 5.1, , 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 23rd April 1776, Piih, Diary C9 of- 1776, 20G. Comp, of 
Standing Ord. VoL 2 of 1759 - 1788, 53. 

? » Bom, Gov. Diary 6th May 1776, Puh. Diary 69 of 1776, 388, ^ : . 

I Diary 74 of 1778,696. • , g- 

^ 5 iiev. Diary 1 of 1779, 98 and Pub. Diary 76 of 1779, 640. . ; 
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£. That the said Jevan Hebba'ji and Hiraji Gangciji shall provide 
proper boats and people at their own expense during the said term o£ 
three years, which boats shall not be navigated to any other ports than 
Thaiia and back again to Bombay, and that a boat shall proceed to 
Thdna every day at a certain hour to be appointed by the Bombay 
custom master. 

8. That the said Jevan Hebbaji and Hiraji Gangaji shall moreover 
get their boats in readiness at all times for carrying the Government 
despatches, military or marine officers or messengers to either of the 
aforesaid ports with a reasonable baggage freight-free and the persons 
who go or come with letters to or from any of the country powers on 
said passage boats shall pay no freight. 

4. That all the Vanjara merchants that come to this island shall 
pay no freight for themselves hut only for the goods they bring hither 
or take away with them which they are not to export on any other 
vessel than said jmssage boats. 


5. That the said farmers shall receive neither more or less than the 
undermentioned rates for the passages of persons or the freight of 
goods they may bring or carry to or from the aforesaid ports on 
penalty of foifeiting lls. 50 for every offence, half to the person from 
whom they receive it : 


For every person 

Do. cow 

Do. horse 

Do. buflalo ... 

Do. dupper pig) large 

Do. do. small 

Do. goat or sheep 

For all goods, every Bombay lihandi.,. 


Rs. qr. res, 

... 0 0 50 
...0 2 0 
...10 0 
...0 2 0 
... 0 0 50 
... 0 0 25 
... 0 0 25 
...0 10 


The above rates are to be taken only from the 1 st November to the 
Hist May, and for the remainder of the year, namely from the 1st 
June to the 80th Octobei^the undermentioned prices: 


For every person ... 

Do. cow 

Do. horse ... ... 

Do. buffalo 

Do. dupper (duhar pig) large 

Do. do small 
Do. goat or sheep 

For all goods, every Bombay Idiandi 


Rs. qr. rep, 

0 0 75 
0 3 0 
12 0 
0 8 0 
0 0 75 
0 0 38 
0 0 88 
0 1 50 


C. The seeiirity for the payment of the aforesaid sum of Es. 1325 
per annum for the said tenn of throe yeai-s in manner aforesaid and for 
Ihe due performance of the said articles by the said Jevan HebbiSji 
and Hiraji Gangaji, Sad^shiv Ea^unathji and Pilaji Hebbaji iuhabit- 
ants of Bombay do hereby bind themselves their heirs exeeutore 
and administrators to the said Governor and Council and their 
epecessors in the penal sum of Rs. 8975 current money of Bombay, „ 
and in witness thereof they have hereunto set their hands and seals in 
Bombay Castle this 8th day of December 1778, and the counterpart 
thereof to remain with ihe said Jevan Hebbaji and Hira'ji Gangaji ; 
the said President and Council have caused the common seal of said 
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Honourable Comjpany to be affixed the day and year above mentioned. 
Signed sealed and exectited (where no stamped paper is procurable) in 
the presence of Mr. James Hatley and Mr, Samuel Martin.^ 

The following extracts relate to the treatment of passengers and the 
rates of passage money by the Company's ships : On the 12th January 
1704^ the Court of Directors observe the complaints against the 
commanders of their ships for ill-usage of the Armenians and other 
merchants (passengers) by extorting large sums from them for passage 
money, and direct that special regard be had to prevent the like for 
the future ; that the Gouncil on the place determine all such differences, 
according to the rules of justice and equity, and protest against such 
commanders.^ 

In their letter to Bombay, the 5th Ainil 1776, the Court write: As 
the commanders of the ships freighted by the Company now pay to 
their owners £15 instead of the sum of £10 for each passenger as 
f oi’merly, and in consideration that the price of every necessary is 
greatly increased, we have permitted the commanders to receive, but on 
no consideration to demand, a larger sum than as undermentioned for 
the passage and accommodation at their table of persons proceeding to 
India at their own expense in the following stations, namely : 


A General Officer ... *•. 

£ 

... 200 

A Member of Council or a Colonel ... 

... 150 

A Lieutenant-Colonel ... 

... 120 

Senior and Junior Merchants and Majors 

... 100 

Fac tors and Capta ins ... 

... 80 

Writers Lieutenants and Ensigns ... 

... 70 

Married ladies at the abovementioned 

rates 


according to the station of tlieir husbands, 
fc ingle ladies the same as Writers; and a 
Cadet ... ... ... ... 50 

The like sums are to be paid for passengers homeward bound who are 
under the necessity of coming to England for the recovery of^ their 
health, and you are to order such persons to be received on board and 
properly accommodated on the abovementioned terms 

In their letter to Bombay, the 20th January 1779, the Court write : 
The commanders of our freighted ships are still permitted to receive, 
but upon no consideration to demand, a larger sum than the under- 
mentioned for the passage and accommodation at their table of 
gentlemen proceeding to, and returning from, India at their own expense 


in the following stations,^^’ namely ; 

£ 

For a General Officer ... ... ...200 

For a Member of Council or a Colonel ... ... 150 

For a Lieutenant-Colonel ... ... ... 120 

For a Senior or Jxxnior Mei’chant or Major 100 


5 Bom. Cov. Diary 14tli Dec. 1770, Bev. Diary I of 1779, 99- 101. 

® Court to Bombay 12tli Jaii. 1704 paras 6 and 7. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol 1 of 
1715-1721,4. 

= Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 9 of 1772-1777, 260-261. Comp, of Standing Ord. 
Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 52- 53. 

^ Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. iO of 1778- 178:2, 129. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol, 2 
of 1759-1788, 57. 
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Bombay Diary c£ the 20th August 1783 refers to the Compaiiy^s 
orders dated 16th May 1761, with a list of the rates of i)assage money 
established for their servants according to rank.^ 

On the 4th January 1780 the Court write : We confirm our former 
orders for the commanding oflicer of the cruisers on the Surat stations 
on the subject of passage money. The same must be observed by his 
successors.^ 

The Court of Directors also provided for the improvement of naviga- 
tioii by issuing the following orders ; ((c) for keeping official logs and 
(6) for survejdiig the west coast of India. In para. 37 of their letter 
to Bombay, the 27th May 1779, they write: Wc farther direct that 
you mtikedt a condition on. granting passes to vessels navigated by 
Europeans that on the return of every such vessel a copy of every 
part oi: the log-book or journal of the voyage which shall contain any 
material information for the improvement of navigation shall be 
delivered to our Master Attendant who is to examine the same with 
the original and to report such remarks as occur thereon for your 
information. Such parts of log-books and journals as shall contain 
information worthy of our attention, together with such charts and 
plans as may bo obtained, must be regularly sent to us by the first 
ship that sails to England in a box packet apart marked Charts and 
Journals 

With a view to gain perfect knowledge of the soundings on the 
bank to the westward of Bombay the Court write to Bombay on the 
8th March 1786 : As it would be extremely useful for our ships bound 
to Bombay in thick weather to have a perfect knowledge of the 
soundings on the bank to the westward of Bombay, we direct, 
whenever the season will admit, you do employ one of our vessels in 
executing this service. We would have the vessel proceed along the coast 
from Bombay to Surat, determining carefully the latitudes and longi- 
tudes of the various points as well as of peaks and hills inland udtli 
explanatory views of the land, taking all altitudes fox’ determining the 
time by chronometer every hour, and taking the bearings and altitudes 
of the land by the Hadley at such time. 

From Surat wedireet the vessel to crossover to Groapiiaught (Gopnatli) 
Point on Ihe coast of Gujarat and along that shore towards Yagnagar, 
and to cross back from thence, towards St. Johns (Sanjan) determining* 
the exact position of the outer extremity of the shoals. From sight of 
St. Johns the vessel will stand back towards the coast of Gujarat a little 
to the westward of their former track and eontinue their traverses in 
that manner backwards and forwards between the coast of Gujarat and 
the coast of India, noting very particularly the depths and qualities of 
the ground till they reach Diu Head by those traverses, taking altitudes 
fur determining the time by chronometer as often as possible and ahvays 


Bom. Gov. CoiisuItatioE 20tli Aug. 1783. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1750- 
2788, 60. Court to Bombay, leth May 1761, U not traced (1892). 

Comp, of Staudaig Ord. Vol. .2 of 1750 - 1788, 65. 

*; Bub. Dep. Court’s D, VoL 10 of 1778 ^ 1782, 102. Comp, of Sbmd. Ord. Vol. 2 of 
ImO - 1738, 57'5S, •, 
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taking at such times the bearings and altitudes of the remarkable lands 
at sight. 

From Dill Head the vessel ought to continue her traverses in like 
manner to the outward edge of the bank as far southward as 17"^ 
/ north latitude till they find no soundings in tliat latitude^ and then 
confine her traverses southward to the limits of the bank standing back 
! to the northward whenever she loses soundings. 

Let what is done be done completely and nothing left undeter- 
mined in this space. If any doubt arises let them repeat their observa- 
tions in such part that an implicit confidence may be safely placed in 
their work when finished. 

When this work is finished we direct that a particular exami- 
nation be made of the Laccadive islands and the various banks between 
them and the coast of Malabdr^ a knowledge of which would be very 
useful and ought to be ascertained by close traverses from the coast to 
the islands in the same manner as before directed, taking altitudes for 
the time by chronometer as frequently as possible. When the vessel 
cannot anchor during the night she must make short tacks to remain 
near the same place she was in at dark. In the conrse of this voyage it 
will be proper to determine the relative position of the Laccadives 
Minicoy (called Keley by mistake in the charts) and the Head of the 
Maldives. 

These services we hope may be executed completely In the conrse 
of one yearns season. By the time this service is executed, we suppose 
the person whom you employ for that purpose will have made himself 
completely qualified for the charge of the chronometers. And that, 
by their repeated returns to Bombay, their mte will be well aseei-tained. 
We then direct that two or more of your small vessels be employed to 
ascertain the situation of the numerous banks and islands in the southern 
passage from the Maldives to Madagascar, as an accurate knowledge of 
those hitherto much neglected seas is essential to the security of the 
navigation of the Company's ships. In the course of this voyage great 
attention should be paid to the variation, as the longitudes of the lines 
of equal variation will be very useful to all ships passing those seas, 
and as this service cannot be executed in one season we recommend that 
on the return to Bombay attention be had to determine the longitude of 
as many places as can be conveniently done. 

In case of any accident unfortunately happening to the box 
chronometer, it must not be put into the hands of any artist in India 
but returned to ns. We are informed the pocket-chronometer can be 
repaired at Calcutta.^ 

The following papers describe the postal arrangements between 
Bombay England and Madras towards the end of the last century. In 
1787 on the 31st July the Court write to Bombay : In oi*der to cai-ry 
the purposes of Mr, Baldwin-’s appointment into effect, we have formed 
a plan which has been approved by His Majesty^s Post Master 


- I Court to Bombay Stli Mar. 1786 paras 23-29, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 11 of 
1783 - 1786, 316-319. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759 • 1788, 63 r 65, 
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General. In consequence thereof we have given directions to oiir 
Governor General and Council of Bengal that on the 30th November 
annually they desi^ateh one of the Company’s amied eruizers to Suez 
with orders to call at Fort St. George where she is not to remain more 
than two days; from thence she is to sail to Bombay where likewise 
she must not remain more than two days ; she is then to proceed to Suez 
from whence Mr. Baldwin will return her with the Company's 
despatches to India agreeably to such orders as he may receive from us. 

Private letters to aud from India may be permitted to be forwarded 
with the Company's packets. But we strictly enjoin you to make the 
private letters a separate parcel from the Company's packet, and not 
to include in the latter any letters from individuals. Both the packets 
must come directed to the Court of Directors and, after taking those 
belonging to the Company, we shall send the other to the General 
Post Office here from whence they will be distributed. 

We direct that the packets be made up in tin boxes and the direc- 
tion to us stamped thereon, taking care that the boxes be well soldered. 
We think this precaution may obmte the necessity of the quarantine 
to which all packets made up in cloth are subject. 

On or before the 10th of June annually we have determined to send 
our despatches for India from hence, after which time there might 
be a risk of disappointment as the eruizers ought to leave Suez by the 
10th of August. 

We have received only one letter from Mr. Baldwin since liis arrival 
in Egypt which was dated the 19th January last at Alexandria. From 
the then unsettled state of affaii’s there, he has not made any final 
settlement with the Beys and Bashaws for opening the communication 
through Suez to the English, but appeared confident he soon should. He 
had however appointed Hdji Denish, a native of Cairo, his agent at 
Suez and James Wilfermaii, a German, his agent at Alexandiia. 

The plan has been communicated to His Majesty's Post Master 
General who has been pleased to promise his concurrenee for the con- 
veyance of the letters from London to Leghorn and from Leghorn hither. 

Having thus communicated to you all the particulars of our plan we 
shall trust to your carrying it into effect as far as the same may depend 
upon you. 

In the preceding paragraphs we have given you directions for carry- 
ing into effect the arrangements we have made for securing a regular 
intercourse between England and the British possessions in India. 
Upon further consideration of the recent accounts of the present state 
of Egy|)t, we think proper to direct you to postpone carrying these 
directions into execution till, you receive farther order from iis.^ 


Letter from Mr. John Morris to Andrew Ramsay Esquire the 
President and Governor, dated Bombay 1st April 17S8 : Permit me 
■ to entreat yonr indulgence for a few minutes to inform you that so far 
back as January 1787, the late Honourable President desired me to take 
charge of the Madras post and to announce myself to the public as 

1 Court to Bombay 31st July 1787 paras, 24-31, Pub. Bep. CoiirCs Letters Vol, of 
1787 • 1790, 71-74. Comp, of Standing Qrd. Yol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 71-73. 
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Post Master^ for wliieli station he was pleased to promise at a future 
period to allot a salary with the appointment in due form from the Honour- 
able Board. But as the eireumstance appears to have entirely escaped 
his memory^ and as my absence from the Presidency precluded me from 
renewing my application before liis departure, I am necessitated to apply 
to you for relief, which, I trust, you will grant so far as yon may think 
me deserving of it. I have paid particular attention to the business 
ever since the above mentioned period and have met with the approba- 
tion, both of the Govei-nment of Madras (at whose request a person was 
appointed at Bombay) and the Post Master General there, which I 
understand from good authority they were pleased to express to the 
late Honourable President. When I first undertook tliis ofiiee, the kmids 
(messengers) were by no means regular in arriving from Madras, which 
occasioned me to entertain others here at Bombay, in order that the 
packets might be returned on the appointed day. To each pair so em- 
ployed I was obliged to advance Es. 60, being the usual postage of pata- 
mars wliieh to this period has been the means of my losing by the appoint- 
ment. As the appointments at Bengal and Madras have met with the 
sanction and approbation of the Honourable Company, I should conceive 
they would have no objection to its being instituted here, where the 
utility of it is equally obvious. I therefore beg leave to subjoin for the 
approbation of your Honourable Board the plan that has been concerted 
between the Post Master General at Madras and myself, for the eondnet- 
ing this office which was transmitted to your Government in December 
1786 by the Governor and Council of Port St. George. Should you be 
pleased to favour this plan, I would, with submission to your Honourable 
Board, beg leave ".to propose that it be made known by your Secretary 
to the public as receiving your sanction, when I have no doubt but 
the merchants and traders residing on the island and at subordinates 
will make it the general road of their correspondenee. I have forgot 
to mention in the former part of this address that the Post Master 
General at Madras has charged me with one-half of the expense of the 
fatamars ever since the late Honourable President wrote to Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell that he had apj)ointed me to take charge of the post 
ofiiee at this settlement.^ 

Mr. Morris^ plan for establishing a regular post l)etween Madras 
and Bombay, 1st April 1788; The Honourable the Governor and 
Council at Fort St. George having resolved that an attempt should be 
made to keep up a regular and constant communication between that 
settlement and Bombay, on the principle of its being attended with 
both a |)ublie and private benefit, the following plan was accordingly 
prepared and kid before them, which meeting with their approbation^ 
was immediately carried into execution : 

1 . That there shall be stationed at each Presidency 4 pairs of Msids 
(messengers) . 

2, That the first pair shall be despatched by the Government of 
Madras the first Wednesday in the month, and be directed to proceed 
to Bombay by Haiderabad and Poona. 


Cha^r XL 
Trade* 
Post 

M'itlx Madras, 
17S8. 


> Mr. Jolm Morris to Govt. 1st April 1788, Pul). Diary 92 of 1788, 274-275. 
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3. That the second pair shall follow on the third Wednesday/ and 
so to proceed in regular routine, despatching them every other 
Wednesday till the four pairs are in employ* 

4. That as soon as the kdsich can be procured at Bombay, they 
shall be returned from thence on the second and fourth W^ednesday of 
every month, by pursuing of which method, a constant and regular 
communication will be kept on foot. 

5. That such individxials as choose to avail themselves of this mode 
of conveying letters to and from each Presidency, are to pay when put 
into the office, for a single letter Es. 2, for a double letter Rs. 4, and 
for a treble letter Rs. 6. Packets, according to their weight, at the rate 
of Rs * 4 per ounce, 

6. That the Msids undertake to deliver the packets entrusted to 
their charge for either settlement within 25 days, and to return within 
the same period with other despatches, unless detained by Government 
on account of their i^ackets not being ready. 

At a Consultation, the 3rd Ai^ril 1788, Government resolved: 
Read the above letter and plan annexed from Mr. John Morris. As we 
are sensible of the public utility of an established intercourse between 
this Presidency and that of Fort St. George, we are ready to give 
every support of Government to the plan concerted by the Post Master 
General at Madras, and we approve of Mr, Morris officiating in that 
capacity at this Presidency, But as we have reason to believe that the 
receipts on account of the postage of letters will considerably exceed 
the expenses of the undertaking and leave a handsome compensation to 
the Post Master, and as it behoves us to prevent as studiously as possible 
every increase of expense to our Honourable Employers, we cannot 
acquiesce in allotting a salary to the Post Master. If it should 
appear after the experiment of a year that the advantage accruing 
from the concern is inadequate to his trouble, we shall take his request 
into further consideration on his laying his accounts before us. We 
resolve- that the plan before us for establisliing a regular post between 
Madras and Bombay be publicly announced at the Presidency and 
subordinates ; and in order to render such an office of further utility, 
that all private letters to be received or transmitted be there deposited, 
and that a fee of one anna postage be collected upon each.^ 


^ Pub. Diary 92 of 1788, 274-277. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol, 2 of 1759 - 1788, 
184* Forrest’s Home Series, II* 347. 
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Section IL—Supplies, 1676-1803« 

The folkwiiig extracts relate to the supply of provisions, one of the 
greatest difficulties which early Bombay had to deal with. 

Eegardiiig the Portuguese hindrance to the grain supply the Surat 
President and Council write to Bombay on the 4th November 1076 : 
We observe what you write toucliing the Portuguese prohibiting all 
provisions brought from S^lsette. We would not Iwe you tahe it to 
heart or be anyways discouraged at their malicious practices, but send 
what vessels you can down to Alangalor and Bassalor (Barcelor) to lade 
rice there for the supply of the island. So you must do yearly that 
the Portuguese may see we have as little occasion to make use of them 
as they of us. We call naught else to mind at present but commend 
you to the Almighty^s protection/ 

Two weeks later, the 21st November 1676, Surat again writes : 
Touching the granary for corn, we hold it so necessary that the island 
cannot be safe without it ; wherefore we confirm our former direction 
therein. You need not be overhasty to buy the corn all at once for then 
the price will rise exceedingly upon you. You must procure it at 
the cheapest time in the year for then the Company will not lose 
thereby. Ifyou conld serve yourselves anywhere else than from the 
Portugal country we should be much better pleased, for they will 
assuredly raise the price upon you, and we suppose you may he fur- 
nished cheaper from Bassalor (Barcelor) by the Company's vessels than 
from any other place." 

As regards a rice supply from Kdnara the Surat President and Council 
write to Bombay on the 4th January 1677 : In ]>rosecution of our 
former resolves for supplying* the island and garrison of Bombay 
with rice that we might not be beholden to our unkind Portugal 
neighbours, we have thought good to appoint the following' vessels to 
sail down to the K4nara country where rice is cheapest to be procured, 
the Revenge- , the Good Hope, the Fhmnix if not sent to Maskat, the 
Moody^s ketch, and ilie Iloigh Despatch? 

Three weeks later, the 26th January 1677, Surat again writes : 
Our design of sending down a fleet of small vessels to Mangalor to 
lade rice was grounded upon yonr advice unto us that your ill-disposed 
neighbours the Portuguese had issued forth iDroelamations to proliibit all 
provisions to be transported from Salsette and their other territories. 
Now upon receipt of this your opportune advice that you shall be 
able to furnish yourselves at as cheap rates and more conveniently, 
we have concluded to send down the Good Neighbour only.^ 

On the 22nd Pehruary 1677 the Chief and factors at Mangalor 
write to Bombay : Being enordered by the President and Council to 
provide 300 or 400 hhandis of rice for the use of your garrison, in 


^ Stirat to Bombay 4th Nov. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. B, 2 of 1675-76, 243-244. 
Forrest's Home Series, I. 109 - 110. 

2 Surat to Bombay 21st Kov, 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 259, 
Forrest's Home Series, I. 110- 111. ^ Surat Fact, Out. L. B. 3 of 1677 - 1700, 2. . 

^ Surat to Bombay 20th Jan. 1677, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 3 of 1677 • 1700, 6 - 7. 
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pursuance of their commands we have contracted for such a parcel and 

lavo laden on the Malahar Coaster 854 parcels whose contents 
and cost please to read in the enclosed invoice, which give oor factory 
shall be sent you per iU Good Neighbour s. 

p their letter of the 28th March 1677 the Karw^r Chief and 
taetors wnte to Bombay : We have laden on the Phcenix 871 parcels 

by tic 

Bearding the rice supply received from K^rwa'r the Snrat President 
and oJi the 26th April 1677 write to Bombay; M^e take 

notree of the 1407 bales of rice the Good Neighbour hath brought you 
from Kdrwdr; the freight of what rice she should bring tlienee'we 
long since concluded at Es. 10 the Surat kliandiJ 

^ Bombay Council write to Surat : Vhe 

hare ealeulated the _ freight of the Good NeighhouPs rice from 

Ifo which according to the rate the 
£ Bomh.v?i'’' r 1^231 phards, which at 8 phards to 

the weighed here but measui-ed by 

This^t’2‘’mdci p/iflra.s equal to 2669 Surat mans. 

Es 1 0 n 121 and nids. 7 Snrat. At 

olll r/i 1213-0-36, which please to pay the 

ivneis of tlie Good Neighbour and pass it to the island^s debt.* 

Dim^W November 1683 the Coui-t of 

storehouses for 

Council to provisions. We have ordered our President in 

SSv to onr f^rf ^ ®^°res there that may be a 

.eemity to oui island and raise some profit to the Company towards 

it bringing the island to what 

President and Council, the 7th April 1684 
emnlovedl, ^ concerning theNvorkme^ 

S 2rp ^ f ^ ^^riting forpreserring 

£pt at 71^^^ now_ appointed to be Listantl| 

or siy ^toX, fabric we tbnk may best be built five 

each stm-v to^n R ^rom outside to outside 

a 

useful and comely^ Thifwfir"® and yet are more 

think a o-MTn-,, nfV lecommend to your eontrivanee. We 

a y nfom - collateral sides of a square yard or quadi-angle, 

J Surat Pact. Out. L. B. 3 of ]fi77 I7nn 0*7 

L.B. 3ofl677:i7%lo: ■ 

* Sec. Out. i. b". 4 of ?67^7 '?i 78739^^°’ ^'orrest’s Home Series, 1. 113. 

Court to Bombay 16th Hov, 168^ l^b. Dep. Court’s L. Yol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 69. 
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after the maimer of the biidge-house giunaries m South vva-rk, is an 
useful and handsome form having a ]ai*ge pair of gates to come in at^, 
wliieli when shut all are in safe tj. But we cannot prescribe to you 
exactly in these things ; you must have respect to the ground you have 
to build upon and the ease of labour in receiving and delivering wdth 
some regard of order and conformity with those buildings you have 
already erected.^ 

In the same letter the Court add : Compel all our early ships that you 
do not employ for pepper, to fetch rice and cayer (coir), the rice for 
Bombay the coir for Surat, froni Mangalor and other places, -that we 
may not hereafter pay them demurrage for lying idle in Swally Hole 
as we have formerly done.^ 

In connection with a dispute between two grain-sellers, in their letter 
to Surat on the 15th July 1686 the Bombay Council write : Your 
Excellency has been pleased to write about Gangad^s Madan, a Bania 
merchant, being hindered selling his rice by Girdhard^s. We have had 
the said merchant and Girdliardas before us, and do find that Girdhardas 
did no such things, but that Gangddas had all the freedom imaginable in 
disposing of his rice and that neither Girdhardas, the Modi, nor any 
of the Eight Honourable Comj)any^s servants that had rice were 
permitted to dispose of any till the foreign merchants had disposed of 
theirs. This was done to encourage merchants to bring grain to this 
island. The said Gangadas did declare that he never was before the 
Deputy Governor to ask any license, so consequently could not be 
denied.^ 

Bombay. Deputy Governor and CounciFs letter to the Snrat General 
and Council, 13th August 1686: We have about 80 miidds of batty 
or unhusked rice in store, and about 80 inqre we may expect this year. 
The old batty wliieh we had in store was decayed, and sold before 
we received your directions and shall dispose of no more. We will take 
care what in us lies to make provision of cattle, pursuant to your orders,^ 

Bombay letter to Surat, IMh December 1686 : Some men we are 
forced to lend to go for Mangalor for rice, that commodity being very 
dear on this island, and people are afraid of the Malabars, but not 
many men go.® 

Bombay letter to Surat, 17th January 1687: Your Excellency 
gave ns order that, in case we sa\y occasion, we should lay in four or 
live months^ provision from the Modi. Now the Modi is so very low in 
cash that he cannot supply us with a months provision, nor hardly 
sufficient for the frigate occasions. The truth is he has run 

out much, but he insists upon the debt that is due to him in the 
rebellion and could he be paid, he should again be in cash to supply 
us.® 

Bombay letter to Surat, 19 th January 1687: There is a prospect 
of some vessels going down the coast for rice and provisions for this 


^ Court to Surat 7tli April 1684, Pub. Dep. Court’s Ii.' Vol. 1 of 1681- 1085^ 80 - 83, 

2 Court to Surat 7tli April 1684, Pub. Dei>. Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 80. 

^ Bombay to Surat 15th July 1686, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 1. 

4 Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 8. 5 jSco. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 ■ 1687, 38. , 
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place. Considering batty is already risen to Xei^^ 48 and 50 
per mmla and likely to be suddenly dearer/ we think it may not be 
amiss if the Eabij frigate ba let put or sent down to convoy some of the 
vessels if your Excellency approves thereof^ which may add something 
towards the bearing her charge she lies at and will gmatly encourage 
the bringing trade and provisions to the island. For this we crave your 
Exeel]eney'’s speedy answer that no time may be lost on the design if 
coneliidcd on. This frigate, is now on the shore in order to lioi” fitting 
for the sea. We hope she will be off in two or three tides when she 
shall lie ready on all occasions that may offer.^ 

Bombay letter to Surat, 26th January 1687 r The Piuhij frigate is 
fitted and graved to go on any voyage you please to send her which 
wc hope will be to Mangalor or that way to get rice which is all ready 
and will bo much wanted.” 

Bombay Government order to Mr. Thomas Lawrence, 1 3th November 

1694 : These are to onorder you to let Padarnshet goldsmith land and 
house about 50 or 60 miidds of batty.^ 

Bombay Government order to Mr. Thomas Lawrence, 26th Febraai’y- 

1695 ; These are to enorder you to permit two Gogha boats to import 
batty and to husk it and suffer them to earry the same off this island, 
they paying you custom for it,^^ 

Bombay Government order to the warehouse -keeper Mr. W. M* 
Reynolds, 25th March 1702 : Deliver to Alvaro Mozello 14 mtukis of 
the Right Honourable Company's batty to advance to the Carrambees 
(Knlambis) of all the afldears /aldeas or villages) of this island.^ 
Similar order again on 29th April 1702 : Deliver unto Alvaro Mozello 
to be delivered to the Kunbis 4 of the Right Honourable 

Company's batty in part of the quantity usually advanced to them.^ 

Bombay Deputy Governor and CounciFs order to the warehouse- 
keeper Mr. W. M. Reynolds, 1st April 1702 : Deliver unto Mr. Daniel 
Demitrios clerk of the market, 20 mtteZds of the Right Honourable 
Company's batty, it being to be by him delivered to the Kaeheras 
or licensed rice sellers of this island, to be by them retailed out to the 
people thereof at the rate of Xeraphins 34 per micda, thereby to supply 
their necessities and to reduce to that rate that commodity from its 
present price of Xeraphins 38 per mnda!^ Similar order again on 17th 
April 1702: Deliver unto Mr. Daniel Demitrios, clerk of the market, 
20 mudds of the Right Honourable Company's batty, being to be 
by him delivered to the Kaeheras of this island, to be by them retailed 
out to the people thereof at the rate of Xeraphins 34 per mnda, thereby, 
to sxij)ply their necessities and to reduce that commodity from the 
irresent price thereof.® Similar order again on 9th May 1702 : 
Deliver unto Mr. Daniel Demitrios, clerk of the market, 30 WMdds 
of the Bight Honourable Company's batty, to be by him delivered to 
the Kaeheras of this island, to be by them retailed out to the people 


I Soc. Out. L. B, 4 of 1677 • 1687, 53. Forrest’s Home Series, 1, 163. 

* See, Out, L. B, 4 of 1677- 1687, 66. Forrest’s Horae Scries, I. 154. 

" Sec. Out. L. B, 6 of 1694 ■ 1696, 2% ^ See. Out. L. B. 6 of 1694 - 1606, 36. 

^ Sec. Out. L. B, 7 of 1699 - 1702, H5. « Out, L. B. 7 of 1009 - 1702, 157. 

See. Out. L. B. 7 of 1609 - 1702, 146. » Soc* Out. U B. 7 of 1699 - 17013, 154. 
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tliereof at the rate o£ Xeraphins 34 per mitda^ thereby to supply their 
necessities and to reduce to that rate that commodity from its present 
price of 88 Xeraphins per miida} 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th January* 1724: The 
Governor and Council of St. Helena^having requested of us in their letter 
of tlie 10th June last a supply of rice and wheat by every returning 
ship from hence to Europe, agreed that Bengal rice being so low as 
Es. 1| the ‘paha mmi, we purchase 100 bags and lay it on the Hanover. 

But whereas tlie now crop of wheat is not yet come in, resolved that 
we wait another opportunity to send them some thereof 

Bomba}^ Government Consultation, 26th October 1724: Our 
granaries being low and batty as yet coming in but very leisurely, in 
some measure to provide against accidents it is agreed that we consign 
on the Green (hound for) Mangalor Rs. 4000 to be invested in rice and 
laden on the Victoria hither so soon as she may be spared from Kdrwar.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th November 1728 : Prom an 
examination of the people on board the two boats of batty brought on 
the 22nd instant by the Dolphin eriiizer, it appearing that the batty 
belonged to the Angria and was carrying to Cundry (Kenery), and the 
boats though belonging to this island, yet being freighted by one of 
Angria^s agents on pretence, as the proprietors say, to bring wood to the 
island, and liaving reason to believe that such practices have been too 
frequent ; it is agreed for example's sake that the boats as well as the 
batty be confiscated as prizes for the benefit of the captors, the value 
being about Rs. 600.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th September 1734; There Export of Ba% | 
being a prospect of a fine crop of batty, and sundry of our inhabitants 
representing that they have a considerable quantity of the old batty in 
warehouse, which they shall suffer in the sale of if we do not permit 
them to export part thereof, it is agreed that they be allowed to 
export till further orders.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27th September 1734: Our Export of Batty 
Portuguese neighbours not permitting any batty to be exported from Prohibited, 
their territory as they apprehended it will be wanted for the supplying 
of Goa through their disputes Avith the Kfinarese and as thereby we 
shall be deprived of the quantity usually received from tlienee, it is 
agreed that we put a stop to the exportation of grain from hence to 
prevent the price rising too exorbitantly on our poor inhabitants.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th November 1736: The Proportion of 
Avarchouse-beeper aequainfcs the Board that though it had been l^ice to Batty, 
customary heretofore to receive only ten phards of rice for every muda 
of batty, he had prevailed upon the people who folloAv that occupation, 
to engage to deliver into the Company's warehouse ten phards 


^ Sec. Out. L. B, 7 of 1699 - 1702, 165. Prom 5tli May 1702, Mr. Praiicis Forbes was 
tlic wareliouse-kccpcr. Ditto, 62 A. 

- Pub. Diary 2 of 1724, 16. Forrest’s Home Series, II. 34. 

- Pub. Diary 2 of 1724, 13G. ^ Pub. Diary 3 of 1727-28, 231. 

Pub, Diary 7 of 1734, 157 ■ 158. « Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 170, 
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two of rice for eveiy mttda of batty, and desired a minute to be 

made hereof to be referred to upon any occasion hereafter/ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27tli April 1737 : Being very 
apprehensive tliere will be a want of grain for our inhabitants (through 
the prohibition of bringing it liither from the Marathds^ country), and 
great number of useless people having resorted hither since the late 
invasion of the Portuguese territories who will expend the provisions 
in the place without being^ of any service, it is agreed that a 
publication be issued requiring all strangers who have come hither 
since the beginning of those troubles, to depart the island in seven 
days, and forbidding any of the inhabitants to entertain or conceal 
them after that time/ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3rd May 1737;: Finding the 
Mardthas refuse to permit any grain being brought to this island and 
apprehending there will be a want of grain for our inhabitants before 
the next fair season, it is thoTight necessary to have a true account of 
the stocks at present on the island. For this purpose it is agreed 
that a publication be issued requiring every inhabitant to give an exact 
account to the heads of their respective castes, of batty rice or other 
grain in their possession, under penalty of forfeiting such as shall be 
found not contained in that account, and such farther punishment as 
the Board shall think fit to inflict ; and it is agreed that half the grain 
attempted to be concealed sliall be given to the informer, wliich we 
think will be a suflieient encouragement to make discoveries. Directed 
that the heads of the respective castes deliver the accounts of the grain 
found upon the island to the Custom Masters of Bombay and Mahim 
in order to be laid before the Board.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, lOfch June 1737 : The Custom 
Master lays before the Board the following account of the grain 
remaining upon the island, as taken by the heads of the respective 
castes 1 

Bombay Gram Supply, 17S7. 


Grain. 

District. 

Quantity, 

Batty... 

; ( Bombay ... 

Mudds ... 2650 

. , 

( Md.him ... 

: ■„ , ... 1372: 

Eice and other grain... 

j Bombay ... 

Khandis ... 546 

(Mdhim ... 

„ ... 160 


The above quantity is judged sufficient for the use of our inhabitants 
till the opening of the fair season.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16th May 1737 : There not 
being a sufficient quantity of rice in warehouse for the use of the 
garrison and marine during the rainy season, nor any of the growtli of 
tliis country procurable, at present, the President acquaints the Board 



.Materials^.; v', 

that Mr. the ship Pelhamy had made an offer of 

about 500 bags of fine rice at Rs. 4 and 2500 ordinary at 
Rs. 3 being the lowest lie could afford to sell it for. It is accordingly 
agreed to take it at that rate^ and dneeted that the warehouse-keeper 
receive the . sained , ■ ■ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th September 1737; It is 
observed that it is greatly to be feared we shall be in want of rice the 
ensiling season not only through the prosjiect of a bad crop but the 
certainty of a prohibition of bringing ns grain from the Marathas^ 
country if they find they can thereby distress ns. The President 
therefore proposes that if the i^os 0 arrives in time from Snrat, she be 
sent with the above vessels (^intended to go to block up Angria in life 
port) to proceed to Mangalor and load with rice, and as sundry of our 
inhabitants are preparing to send boats thither on the like service, the 
having a convoy in their return may be encouragement to others. 
Wo do not apprehend any danger of the coming up alone as our 
other fleet will be lying off Gheria. It is accordingly resolved that she 
be employed in this manner. For an encouragement to our inhabitants 
to import batty, it is agreed that we raise the price to Rs. 25 per 
mudaj 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3rd October 1737 : The President 
acquaints the Board that he Iiad desired this meeting to consider how 
to prevent the evils we are threatened with through the present great 
want of grain for the use of our inhabitants ; observing that we can 
expect none from the Mardthfis who have prohibited any being brought 
hither unless we consent to supply them with warlike stores, which 
would be too dangerous an expedient. Further by letters lately received 
from the General of the North we are disappointed in our hopes of 
being furnished from the Portuguese, as he tells the President that he 
cannot spare any until he has laid in a sufficient stock for the King^s 
forts and garrison, and he is dubious from the badness of the present 
crop that they shall liave little more than enough for this service. From 
the northern parts we may indeed about a month hence hope to receive 
grain, which however is uncertain, and our greatest dependence for rice 
is on Mangalor, and as the Pose (whom we proposed to send for a 
convoy to the boats bound thither and to countenance them while there) 
is not yet arrived from Surat, the President desires the opinion of 
the Board for preventing any disappointment in the supply of rice we 
hope to j)rociire at Mangalor. On this it is observed that it is absolutely 
necessary constantly to block up the enemy^s ports, and if we order any 
of the eniizers in harbour for a convoy to Mangalor, they cannot 
return hither to clean and take in wood and water in time enough to 
be sent to relieve the vessels we now design to send to lie off Gheria. 
Whereupon Commodore Massey moves whether it be not possible for his 
ship Wilmington to proceed to Mangalor and convoy back the rice vessels 
time enough for him to make his passage to Gombroon and return with 
the wool before the ships bound for England in January may be sailed. 
The Board considering hereupon, it is computed that the fleet may get 


. Fuh. Djary 10 of- 1736-37, 228^ 230. 
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down to Mangalor in seven days, and as the rice they may be now able to 
get is all in readiness (being the remains of la^t yearns crop), 15 days is 
the longest term they need stay at that port. In all probability they 
maybe up here again by the 15th November and we shall not need to 
detain the Wilmington above two or three days after her arrival to 
despatch her for Gombroon. Allowing twenty days for the passage 
thither and as many in her return, and that she will be detained there 
at the most five days, the wool will be here according to this way of 
reckoning by the 5th January at farthest. To save time the President 
observes that the timber for Gombroon may be now put on board tlie 
Wilmingtov, and that after she has convoyed the vessels to Mangalor 
and seen them up safe as high as Eajjlpur, she may then stand for the 
Gulf whereby her return with the wool will be very much expedited. 
To be at the greater certainty it will be necessary to limit her departure 
from Mangalor to the last of October ; but if the boats should be loaded 
before that time or Captain Massey finds no rice is to bo got in the 
place, that he comes away so much the sooner as h.o is able. 

By the prosecution of this design we hope to perform all the most 
material services at present requisite, namely the blocking up Aiigria, 
procuring a supply of grain so absolutely necessary for the island, and 
bringing the wool from Persia which we shall be in great want of to 
complete the loadings of the ships on hand and we hope will prove an 
acceptable article to our Honourable Masters. It is therefore agreed that 
the Wilmington be ordered to Mangalor to convoy and protect the 
vessels sent for rice, and^after seeing them safe as high as Rajapur that 
she make the best of her way to Gombroon. And directed that the 
timber received from Calicut for repairing the factory of Gombroon be 
immediately sent on board.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th October 1737 : Sailed the 
Wilmington the Success, Aoin^ aixA Atlventure grabs 

and sundry shibars under her convoy to bring up rice for the service of 
the island,^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 11th October 1737 : The President 
observes that it is now necessary to think of making a provision of 
grain for our inhabitants till the end of next rains which he apprehends 
it will not be possible to do from the parts about us through the 
prohibition of exporting it from the Maratha country and the extreme 
badness of the crop. Nor can we expect a suffieieni] supply from the 
northward or even from Mangalor since we are assured the general scarcity 
in these parts will oblige the Portuguese and Sambhaji Angnia to 
have recourse to Mangalor where the large demand of others will 
probably prevent our getting the quantity we may want. The 
President hereupon proposes to desire the President and Council of 
Bengal to supply us with 12,000 or 15,000 bags sending part thereof on 
any of our Hon'ble Masters^ ships bound this way, andPo contract with 
any merchants of the place on the best terms they can to deliver us the 
remainder at a certain rate* The Board considering the present great 
scarcity, the little prospect of supplying ourselves sufficiently from the 
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parts on this side of India, and the dreadful evils to be apprehended from 
the want of grain, does unanimously agree to the above proposal, and it 
is directed that a letter be got in readiness and despatched by express 
l)atamaT} 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st November 1737 ; Having in 
our former Consultations remarked the great scarcity of grain and our 
apprehensions of the difficulties we may be reduced to through the want 
thereof towards the end of the season, we now think it necessary to secure 
what batty (unhuskecl rice) can be g’ot on account of our Hon^ble Masters. 
Batty will keep much better than rice and is more esteemed by the sepoys 
and others to whom it is to be delivered. The warehouse-keeper is therefore 
directed to buy in such quantities of batty as are from time to time 
imported, and the President is desired to advance him money as it shall be 
wanted to pay for the same. As at present only a small quantity of riee 
is in warehouse for the supply of our military and marine, and as some 
mereliants make an offer of 5000 robins of Mangalor rice at the rate of 
lis. 2| the robin, which is one quarter of a rupee the robin less than the 
price settled by the quarter sessions, it is agreed that we purchase the 
same on our Plon^ble Masters^ account, and directed that the amount be 
paid out of the treasury.” 

Bombay Government Consultation 2nd December 1737 : Received per 
galivat a letter from the Chief and factors at Surat, dated the 23rd ultima, 
advising that they had purchased 500 khandis of batty which they 
compute will come out at Rs. 23 per muda and is to be delivered us 
here clear of all charges and a proportionable abatement made for any 
deficiency that may happen ; 500 khvidis more they have ordered to 
be procured, but give little hopes of getting it anything cheaper as the 
present demand for grain in those parts keeps up the price,^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th January 1738: Some 
merchants offering about 500 khandis of Seindy rice at the same rate 
we bought that belonging to Captain Pearce (being Rs. 2|- per phara)^ 
and as we may yet be in want notwithstanding the provision we have 
made ; it is agreed tliat we take it on those terms as it will be an 
encouragement to others to import more.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 28th April 1738 : The Kimbis 
who make salt in the several villages, present a petition to be supplied 
with some rice for the subsistence of their families offering to pay for 
same out of their salt. Agreed to let them have 200 bags of Bengal 
rice atRs. per bag, the patels and mukadams signing a bond for 
the amount and making over the produce of their salt grounds to the 
Honourable Company for their security.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th May 1738 : The ware- 
housekeeper lays before the Board an account of Bengal riee received 
per ship Halifax, namely cwt. 4131-1-25, making 2821 bags of 164 
pounds each which at Rs. 6| per bag (the price agreed on in Bengal) 
amounts to Rs. 18,339-2-85 ; Captain Roger Woodburne requesting 
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that the same may be made gocd to him/ ordered that it bo paid out o£ 
the treasury.-^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, IStli January 1739: The 
President representing to the Board the insufiiciency of our supplies of 
grain for the demand of the year and "the obstacles to the obtaining it 
from the Maratha countries and Mangalor, it is agreed that a letter 
he immediately prepared to the Chief and factors at Surat directing 
their purchase of a quantity of batty from 1000 to 1500 morahs 
{m%idm) and that if they cannot procure conveyances to send it down on 
convenient terms, that they advise us timely for our supplying boats 
from henee.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23rd January 1739: The 
President acquaints the Boai'd that this Consultation is expressly held 
to determine the best method for providing a quantity of rice for the 
urgent occasions of the island. It may be of the worst consequence 
to the place itself should it be unprovided with grain for the immediate 
support of the inhabitants, as the labouring classes chiefly depend on the 
Government for even their daily supplies. The extraction of rice from 
Maiigalor and the Mardtha countries being found impracticable, and the 
provision lately ordered from Surat, the success of which depending on 
Navsafi/Ganclevi, and otter, parts in possession of the GhoRims 01 * 
Marathis being too precarious to trust entirely to, the President 
proposes to write to Mr. Charles Boddliam, residing at Scindy (Sind) 
on an employ from the gentlemen at Bengal, to pimchase from 1000 
to 1500 earwals of red rice on account of the Honourable Company, 
and to direct him to advise us of the time he may expect the rice to be 
in readiness that we may send up a vessel to convey it down. The 
Board agreeing thereto, ordered that a letter be instantly framed to the 
foregoing purpose and recommended to the Chief and factors at Surat 
to be forwarded to said Charles Boddham by the safest and speediest 
means.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th June 1739 : The President 
communicates to the Board a representation received from Captain 
Samuel Walker, Commandant^ setting forth that the ofScers and sepoys 
doing duty at Sion, Suri, Warli, and other outposts complained of the 
black Scindy rice being issued to them, at Rs. 2 per phara in lieu of their 
usual stated allowance of batty. This they represent will be a loss to 
them, as they will be deprived of the broken rice or hanald which makes 
gruel or hdnji and which the batty yields when they grind it to rice, a 
labour performed in their families without any expense to them. 
And this issuing of rice to them is the greater hardship, as they were 
obliged to take batty of the Honourable Company at the rate of Rs. 22^ 
per muda when the market price was no more than Rs. M. They 
further represent the expense they are at in being absent from their 
families at their |)osts, which occasions a double charge at this time 
when wood and other necessaries of life are so dear. They request 
therefore tliat batty be delivered them out as customary or that the 
rice be charged to them at the same rate as to the topasses. The fore- 
going request being considered and the matter being found truly and 
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reasonably stated^ the Board agrees that relief be given in such manner 
as requested ; and that issues be made in batty as far as conveniently 
can be^ or the riee be charged to the military on the same terms the 
topasses receive it which is at Rs. 1-2-20.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation/ 3rd August 1739: The Presi- 
dent mentioning to the Board that several merchants who had imported 
rice and grain to supply the public necessities^ now the same are got 
over^ apprehending they must be considerable sufllerers by the surplus 
left on their liands^ are desirous of leave for exporting it to other parts 
in quest of a vend. The reasonableness of this being evident it is 
unanimously agreed that such a general license be granted with a proper 
control and reserve to keep a sufficient stock on the place/ 

Letter from Captain Samuel Walker to the President^ 9th October 
1740 : The officers have long wished for your Honour^s restoring 
them the privilege of sujDplying their several companies with batty. 
This request being made known to your Honoux’^ you were i)leased to 
hint tliat if the officers would oblige themselves to supply their several 
companies with batty at the rate of Rs. 22 per muda for a constancy 
dear or cheap^ being the same ixrice the Company supply their sepoys 
with batty^ your Honour would consider of it. This is an obligation 
they dare not enter into ; but they do promise that if your Honour 
will grant them the favour of supplying their several companies with 
batty, they will and do oblige themselves from one year to another to 
supply their several companies with batty at the rate of Rs. 22^ per 
muda. Was the Company's monthly subsistence equal to the officers^ 
expenses (wliich in my opinion is far from being extravagant), I should 
now have forbore making this re|)resentation in their behalf / . 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th October 1740: Read the 
above letter from the Captain Commandant of the Regiment, whereon 
the President acquaints the Board tliat some time ago the officers had 
the j)rivilege of supplying their respective companies "with batty for 
which they charged a higher price than what the Honourable Company 
did on their monthly supplies to the sepoys. This being represented as 
a hardship he liad given orders that the soldiers should in future be 
supplied out of the Company's granaries on the like terms as the sepoys. 
The same being then considered, and that the jxay of the officers is 
a bare subsistence, their perquisites but very trifling, and as they 
engage to provide their people at the rate of Rs. 22^ per onitda^ the 
same as the Honourable Company now do, that our compliance will be 
but little loss to our Honourable Masters and maybe an encouragement 
to them. It is therefore agreed to.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 12th February 1741 : Our stock 
of batty in warehouse being no more than 1900 mudds and batty being 
now pretty cheap, it is observed that should the Portuguese, "who it is 
certain have a force on their way from Europe, commence hostili- 
ties with idle Marathas, the price would instantly rise and probably a 
stop might be put to any being brought hither. The custom master 
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is directed to make enquiry of the best and cheapest method for scciir- 
ing as far as 1500 mudds which is esteemed necessary to be added to 
our remaining* quantity for the service of this islands 

Bombay Government Consultation^ 20tli February 1744 : For the 
post of clerk of the market Mr. Edward Say is proposed in considera- 
tion of his present circumstances. This 4vill be a means of support 
to him which he is at present destitute of, without putting our llon’ble 
Masters to any greater charge than the allowance of Es. 12 per month 
for servants' wages. Though this gentleman was formerly high in 
the Company's serviee . and has since been employed as supracargo of 
private ships, misfortune has prevented his possessing a moderate 
subsistence. Wo think the appointing him for"* the preeited reasons will 
evidently appear to be with no other view than an act of charity, and 
therefore meet with our Hon’ble Masters^ approval.’^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th November 1741 : Our stock 
of batty now in warehouse being no more than about 2000 mudds and 
the price of that article being at present tolerably cheap, it is moved 
to consider whether it may not be proper to lay in a further provision 
remarking at the same time that should the Portuguese this year bring 
their forces to the northward the piice will be considerably enhanced, 
and not unlikely but the Marathas Avill then lay a prohibition on any 
being imported from their country which would considerably distress us 
should we be destitute of a sufficient stock. It is therefore agreed that 
we endeavour to contract for 3000 mudds on the most reasonable terms. 
Sav^ji Dharamshet being asked whether he would furnish us with the 
above quantity and at wffiat rate, he chooses to decline entering into 
any agreement. The same question being put to Eupji Dhanji, he 
offers to provide the same at the rate of Rs. 13| per mttda, provided we 
will advance him the sum of Rs. 10,000. The Board is sensible the 
price Rupji demands is reasonable, and as he is a man of substance 
there is no risk in trusting him wdth the sum desired. Agreed that a 
eon tract be entered into with the said Eupji Dhanji on the following 
conditions: A sum of Rs. 10,000 to he advanced and wRen batty has 
been delivered to that amount, Eupji to be paid from time to time for 
the quantities actually received by the warehouse-keeper, the wRole 
3000 mudds to be doHvered within four months from this day, namely 
2500 mudds in three months and the remainder in the succeeding 
month. The said Eupji to sigh a bond for the punctual performance, 
any failure to incur a penalty of Rs. 3000, It being represented there 
will be a want of proper warehouses for depositing the aforesaid batt}^ 
agreed to appropriate a building belonging to the land paymaster at 
present containing chunam, the floor being raised to a proper heioRt. 
This the land paymaster is directed to see done with all possible 
expedition and at the least charge.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th December 1741 : The ware- 
house-keeper represents that on a w^ant of proper w^arehouses for lodgim> 
the quantity of batty lately contracted for, which is daily coming ii^ 
he had been obliged to hire some of private persons, the names of whom 


Materials-] 


AND ISLAND.: ' , 29 

as also the quantities respectiYely deposited he now presents, and desires 
this minute to be aecordingiy made for his justification. This leading 
the Board to consider how or by what means we might be able to per- 
fect some proper storehouses for that article belonging to our Honour- 
able Masters ; as one expedient it is prop that the houses built for 
Ayers by the late President Cowan, now of no manner of use, be 
appropriated for that service. To render them dry and secure, additions 
and repairs amounting to Rs. 1466-2-62 will be required. As this 
bears no proportion to the expense that will be incurred by eoiitinuino* 
any large quantity in the warehouse of private q)ersons, the land 
paymaster is directed to see to the execution of the work proposed in 
the most frugal manner.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3rd September 1742 : The Pre- 
sident observes that through the want of rain there is too much reason 
to apprehend a scarcity of grain the ensuing season. Our neighbours 
the Marathas it is said have already prohibited the exportation of grain 
from their country, and it would seem to him worthy of consideration 
whether we ought not to pursue the same measures. The Board 
unanimously agree that the export of grain be forbidden from this day. 
Here a motion is made in favour of some merchants who, in consequence 
of permission regularly obtained at the time wlien the scarcity was 
not so apparent nor even foreseen, have actually freighted boats to the 
number of seven, on whom a quantity of about 500 inndds is laden 
designed for Goa. ^ As a refusal to export would subject these 
merchants to certain loss, the question being put whether this grain 
should now be alio w^ed to be exported, it was carried in the affirmative 
by a majority, subject to the condition that wdthin the space of three 
months the exi>orters engage to import an equal quantity to tliat 
carried off. To what is premised above with regard to grain we have 
this melancholy addition. The poor are daily complaining for want. 
Such as have batty by them deny the fact or at best insist upon an 
extraordinary price which falls heavy upon the meaner sort. As by 
the contracts made last year for batty it fortunately happens a quantity 
remains in our Honourable Masters^ possession it is proposed and agreed 
that the warehouse-keeper daily issue to the clerk of the market 10 
mudcis of batty at the rate of Rs. 16 the miida, which the latter 
must see is publicly vended in the bazar for the relief of the poor. 
After we see what effect that will have, w^e can hereafter take such 
measures as shall appear necessary.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th March 1 743 : There being 
still a w^ant of grain for the supply of the common people, it is directed 
that the warehouse-keeper issue to the clerk of the market as far as 
300 miidds of batty to be sold in the bazdr as the poorer sort of people 
may want it, at the price it sells for at the Mandvi when imported 
which may prevent the purchasers of large quantities keeping batty up 
at a high price 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27th May 1743; From the 
appoainnce of the w^ant of ginin, the price continuing very high and 
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even such persons as are possessed of any quantity refusing to sell any 
part though intended for the relief of the poor, it is agreed that the 
Bombay and Mahim custom masters with the clerk of the market do 
make search in all private houses and warehouses scasliiig up the ware- 
house where any quantity is found, and that till this account can be 
taken, the warehouse-keeper issue to the clerk of the market as far as 
100 mudds of batty to be publicly sold in the baz^r, a certain quantity 
every day,^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3rd June 1743 : According to 
the order made in our last Consultation an account is delivered of the 
grain found in the possession of private merchants and as there is no 
other way to provide for the subsistence of the poorest sort of people 
than by obliging those persons to give out of their stocks, the clerk of 
the market is empowered to take from them what is daily required for 
the supply of the market. Tliis he is to retail out pa}dng the owner 
the price it bears from time to time at the custom-house.^ 

The records of 1743-44 contain details of a controversy regarding 
the measures to be adopted to secure a supply of moderately priced 
grain to the jpoor in years of scarcity. The controversy arose out of 
the appointment of Mr. Edward Say the same who in 1741 ^as a 
matter of charity ’ had been made clerk of the market to supersede the 
existing Musalman Kacharas or licensed rice-sellers who had failed to 
lay in a proper supply of rice. The entries and correspondence are 
interesting in showing what practical opposition the Grand J ury and 
the Bench of Justices could then make to Government measures and the 
freedom of discussion among the Members of Council. The papers 
also show how greatly the City of Bombay and ideas regarding its 
supply of grain have altered during the last century and a half : 

On the 26th August 1743, the Grand Jury delivered the following 
presentment to the Court of Oyer and Terminer and Jail Delivery. 
The members present were the Honourable William "Wake, Governor 
of Bombay Chairman and others His Majesty^s Justices for the Town 
and Island of Bombay : We, the Grand Jury, upon our oaths do present 
that by a petition of certain kacharas or riee-sellers, presented unto us, 
it appears that the making and vending of rice is monopolized by one 
man and they are excluded the benefit of the same ; therefore we do 
present unto your Worships this as a grievance which requires redress, 
and humbly submit to tliis Honourable Bench whether in future the 
sale of the said commodity should not be general and not limited to any 
one man or set of men which will prevent oppressing the poor! On 
the above, the Chairman (Honourable William Wake) observes that it 
has always been the custom of this place as also of the neighbouring 
governments to appoint a certain person or persons to retail unbeaten 
rice in the bazar to the poorer sort of people who by that means might 
at all times be sure of having it in small quantities and at a reasonable 
rate, the Government fixing the price, always allowing the seller one 
rupee per muda profit for his trouble, though at the same time no 
.restriction was laid on any who were inclined to buy and retail ground 
or beaten rice for their families or exportation. All that was desired 
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was that the labomiiig people might be stipplied without impositiou j 
tliat the rice-sellers who had formerly this license had frequently been 
complained of and some corporally punished and others fined ; and in 
times of scarcity had or at least pretended not to have what was required 
for the daily supplies of the bazdr, from whence the Company has been 
and if a general liberty is given^ may again be obliged to issue riee from 
their warehouse though attended with a loss. On the whole^ the orders 
he had given were agreeable to the usual practice of the place and what in 
the opinion of the most prineipal merchants would be for the ease of the 
poor. He therefore now left it to the Justices whether the Grand Jury^s 
presentment should be complied with. The Justices were of opinion it 
should. Upon this the Chairman declares he shall be glad to find the 
event produces a good efEect, though of tliat he has great reason to doubt.^ 

The record of the next sessions (28th October 17U3) contains the 
following : The general license for retailing rice in the baz^r ordered 
at last sessions is now revoked by the Justices; and the consideration 
how and in what manner the place shall be supplied^ is referred to the 
Honourable the Governor in Council.^ 

In connection with this passage-at-arms between the Government and 
the Grand Jury, in their letter dated 20th March 1744 the Court of 
Directors write : We are coneerned to perceive by the advices before 
us that grain was scarce and dear upon the island, by the Marathds not 
importing as usual, we are apprehensive some disgust was given them 
by denying a free sale of their cargoes. As the plenty and cheapness of 
the necessaries of life are highly requisite to the welfare of the island, 
we are willing to think that you had no sinister views in altering the 
usual method of supplying the market, although the Grand Jury 
presented the same as a great evil. Upon seriously considering this 
affair in every light we are of opinion the old method was best. When- 
ever you find the Mar^thas withholding grain, you will do well to have 
resort to Mangalor as was done upon this occasion by sending the 
Montague and Fulteney thither, though Its. 7000 freight to the latter 
for so short a trip seems to be too high a rate. Mr. Edward Say, clerk 
of the market, must no longer be continued in that post but an upright 
capable covenant servant must be appointed in his room.^ 

Before this Despatch was written on the 3rd February 1744, at a 
Government Consultation, the President reminds the Board of the 
resolution come to at last general quarter sessions for the President and 
Conneil to consider what means are most proper for supplying the 
labouring and 2 )Oorer sort of people with rice. He remarks that the 
rice which has always hitherto been confined to be sold by the kachards 
only is ground but unbeaten rice, it being the most proper for them. 
That all persons have ever been at liberty to sell batty and beaten riee 
in the bazar or anywhere else without any restraint whatever, as also 
to make batty into unbeaten rice for their own use or ex 2 :)ortation at 
their own pleasure (except when grain is scarce when only the Govern- 
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mont prohibits the es:portaition of it). That in spite of this freedom 
the Grand Jury^s presentment at the quarter sessions in August last 
implied that the sole vending of all kinds of rice was confined to 
one person^ and conformable to the tenour of that presentment, the 
Bench of Justices ordered that every person should have the liberty of 
selling unbeaten rice in the bazar or elsewhere, that the poor and 
labouring people might buy as cheap as they could. The President 
reminds the Board that as Chairman he had asked the foreman of the 
Grand Jury whether their presentment was founded upon any complaint 
that had been made to them. The foreman's reply was it is 

designed to prevent any complaint in future.'^ The President further 
explains that it had always been the custom of tliis place, a custom 
which obtained with the Portuguese at Bassein as well as other places, 
to appoint a certain person or persons Moormen called who 

only were to sell out by retail in some small parcels in the public 
markets unbeaten rice to such poor and labouring people as had not 
time or conveniences to grind it themselves, and till August last, for 
their charge and trouble the kachards were always permitted by the 
Government to sell half a imida of good unbeaten rice at the rate of 
Re. 1 more than the price of a ^nuda of batty as rated at the custom 
house, or otherwise as the Government thought proper to fix it. That 
though these kachards obliged themselves to supply the bazar with 
unbeaten rice at all events, still in times of scarcity as they never had a 
sufficient stock, the Honourable Company had always been obliged, and 
generally to their loss, to purchase abroad for the service of the baz^r. 
If in seasons of scarcity the Company have to make good the balance 
required by the bazdr the Company ought to have the sole right to 
supply the bazar with batty to be made into unbeaten rice as aforesaid. 
Unless this restriction is made, in time of plenty if all shopkeepers 
can sell the Company's batty may and will spoil upon their haiido; 
and in a time of scarcity, if no proper provision is made, the poor must 
starve. It is well known to the whole town that in times of scarcity 
the kachards did not supply the bazar but sold privately in the night 
l^y false measures at what prices and such trash as they pleased ; for 
which abuses they liave been frequently fined and punished. Last year 
when batty was very high and rising, the merchants complained to the 
President and requested him that the batty might be issued out of the 
Company's warehouse. When no batty came as heretofore to the custom 
house for sale for the consumption of the bazfir, it became necessary to 
appoint some proper and honest person to make it into unbeaten liec 
and vend it as usual. Rupji Dhanji, a considerable merchant, who on 
the like occasion liad before undertaken the \vork, was asked but 
refused, alleging his business would not permit him to give the necessary 
attendance. The merclaants then proposed Mr. Say, who was clerk of 
the market, as the properest person. This ^vas the sole reason why 
Mr. Say was so appointed during that time of scarcity. The President 
believes Mr. Say executed the business very justly or at least as w^ell 
as the badness of the batty he bad from the Company^s warehouse, it 
being old, would permit. 

The kachards heretofore permitted solely to supply the bazar with 
iiiiheateii rice liaving ever been complained of the Honourable Company 
have generally been sufferers by being obliged cither to provide in 
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time o£ scarcity for the poor and laboumg people^ or to force such as 
had a stock of batty on the island to sell for the supply of the baz^r. 
To put a stop to these evils and to secure that the poor and labouring 
people may be provided for without imposition, the President proposes 
that at a convenient time the tlonourable Company do lay in a stock of 
batty, or in default thereof of rice, for solely supplying the baz^r j that 
this stock be issued out of tlieir warehouse by the warehouse-keeper to 
such person or persons being Europeans or Native Christians as shall he 
permitted to make the said batty into unbeaten rice, he or they paying 
for the same at the time of taking' it from the Company's warehouse, 
and having the sole vending of it in the bazar at the customary advance 
of Ee. 1 the muda. That for the more convenient inspection of the clerk 
of the market the said unbeaten rice be issued from one convenient 
place and in the day only ; that, in like manner as the arrack farmer, 
the person or j^ersons thns permitted may send one of his own servants 
with a person that complains at any time of the rice being bad, to the 
clerk of themarket or a justice of peace to see that it be not adulterated 
by the way ,* and that the clerk of the market be ordered to be very 
careful in duly inspectmg the rice and the measure it is sold by, and, 
if there be occasion, to make complaint to any one of the justices, or on 
material occasions to this Board. The above propositions causing some 
debate, especially in respect to the person that may be permitted to 
vend unbeaten rice in the bazar, the President referred the consideration 
to another day, leaving it to the members to deliver their opinion either 
in writing or verbally, declaring he shall approve of any industrious 
honest person or persons they shall nominate that will accept of the post,^ 

A week later, the lOtli February 17454, in connection with this debate, 
Mr. John Munro a member of the Board wi*ote to the President: 
As on the 3rd instant I declared that the 5 appointed to supply 

the poor with unbeaten rice ought to be no longer continued in that 
employ, and that it was necessary to nominate a Eui’opean to that 
oiEce, it may not be improper for me to give reasons for my opinion* 
For years the kachards have taken all opportunities of oppressing 
and grinding the faces of the poor. This I believe will not be con- 
tested. It can be proved by the many complaints against them, their 
present chastisements, and the experience of the most substantial and 
Ivuowing inhabitants of the place. Their abuses last season occasioned 
the appointing Mr. Edward Say to perform that office, under the 
inspection of the President and Council, by which means the poor were 
constantly supplied, and the price of batty in the scarcity time was no 
more than Es. 30 the miida, which, in the opinion of experienced men, 
would have exceeded forty without this regulation. When grain was 
imported care was taken to lower the price, and by degrees it fell to 
Es. 23 in August last. Then, in consequence of an order of the 
Bench of Justices to render the supply open and free to every person, 
the kachards crept in again } and in a short time batty was up at 
Es. 27, At a quarter sessions in October last this affair was once 
more referred to the Government, as was formerly practised, which 
terrified the kachards to such a degree that they abstained from buying 
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for some time^ and tlie batty fell again to Es. 1 7. But as no parti- 
cular order was issued af terwards they continued their employ^ and 
batty now is at Es. 30. 

From the above it api)ears to me absolutely necessary to displace the 
hachards, I believe the most effectual method of having the office 
Avell performed is to appoint a European^ in wdiich I am confirmed 
by the opinion of the most substantial merchants. That one person 
under proper inspection may supply the bazar as well as twenty^ will 
notj I believe, be disputed^ since this is the method of suppl}'ing the 
inhabitants wnth tobacco and hrraek. And I must think there wfill be 
as little cause to suspect inlj)ositions in this case^ as if there were five 
hundred kachards, especially since a limited price must be fixed. For 
it is not the number of sellers of a necessary commodity, but the proper 
regulation under which it is sold, that can prevent frauds. ' It is com- 
puted that two thousand mitcZas will be W' anted for the bazar annually, 
which may be about one-sixth of the consumption of the island ; and 
if one person has the employ, he must provide accordingly, in wdiieh the 
kaehards have often failed ; otherwise there would be no occasion for so 
frequent recourse to the warehouse. Indeed if the Honourable Company 
w^as to lay ill a sufficiency, an advance of (a little) above interest of money 
might be fixed on the batty ; and then the poor ivould not only be certain 
of a constant supply, but even cheaj)er, at a medium, than if they ivcre 
to have it at the current market price; and in either ease, sure. The 
allowance granted the kaehards for so many years cannot lie grudged 
to a European for his trouble. As I mentioned Mr. Edward Say a 
proper person for the employ^ I shall beg leave to give my reasons for 
that likewise : (1) Because he had formerly discharged the office with 
great diligence, at least to the general satisfaction. If any little 
complaints were rumoured of his management, it is probable they were 
raised and fomented by the kaehards in hopes of getting again into 
their old track. Had there been just cause for eomidaint I imagine 
some one of the justices must have heard of it and ivould have granted 
redress, or represented it to the President and CouneiL (£) Because, 
further, Mr. Say appears to me an active earefal man, and by his having 
no other business he can the more readily apply all his time and atten- 
tion in that office, which requires great application, and for ivhieii I take 
him to be much better adapted than a Company’s servant, as they are 
all otherwise employed.^ 

At a Government Consultation, the 10th February 1744, the reasons 
stated in the above letter from Mr. Munro were considered : After some 
debate the majority of the Board agreed that the Honouralile Company 
do at a proper time commence to iirovide batty for the sole supplying 
the bazdr with unbeaten rice, which always was to have been done by 
the kaehards. Some of the members proposing the warehouse- 
keeper should make the batty into unbeaten rice and issue it out to the 
person or pei-sons permitted to vend it in the bazar, the President 
readily came iiito it, as^ any inconvenience arising therefrom might 
hereafter be easily remedied. It w-as then agreed that, at a time here- 
after to- be appointed, the warehouse-keeper do issue out to sucli person 
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or 2 )ersoiis avS shall be permitted by this Board such quantities of un- 
beaten rice as may be wanted for the pooxvhe or they paying for the 
same as they take it away at such proportionable rates as batty may 
bear at the custom house or as shall be fi:^ed by the Governor and 
Council^ being allowed Ee. 1 on 12 1 p/^a?’d.9 of unbeaten rice for his or 
their trouble and charges, as was always* customary. The measures 
used to be sealed by the clerk of the market who is duly to inspect the 
goodness of the rice and prevent any abuses whatever.^ 

Ten days later, the 21st February 1744, Mr, Hugh Howard again 
brought the question before Government in the following letter : 
The provision of grain for the relief of our poor being partly the result of 
your Consultation of the 10th instant, it was agreed that the Honourable 
Company lay in a sufficient quantity for that purpose, I was 
absent through indisposition, yet think it the l>est expedient that 
could be thought on to prevent the hardships and ineonveniences which 
the poorer sort of jxeople have so long laboured under from the abuses 
and oppression of the feac/mru 6- formerly appointed to retail un- 
beaten rice, I do not approve of the 'kacliards hemg suffered to sell 
any more. As the warehouse-keeper is to take charge of the 
Company's grain and to deliver it for the retailing on being first paid 
for, I do not think it a ixroper office fora Company’s servant to issue the 
grain to the poor, since it will require constant attendance and thereby 
deprive the Company of his service in a different manner. Therefore I 
am of opinion that Mr, Edward Say, who is willing to rehnquish 
his post as clerk of the market, it being confessed at the quarter- 
sessions in October last there was no objection made to his fidelity in 
the disdiarge of that office, and he being a diligent and industrious man, 
is a* fit and proper person for cleaning and retailing rice to the poor 
iinder such restrictions and regulations as the Governor and Council 
shall think convenient." 

A few days later (February 1744) Mr. Edward Owen addressed the 
President to much the same effect: As it may be expected that 
every member of this Board should give in his reasons in writing 
for supporting his opinions coneerning the provision of rice proposed 
to be made for the town, I here lay before your Honour what I have 
to offer on that head. I am not against the motion for the Company 
providing for the baz^r, but I would recommend the delivery to he In 
batty to be served out in large quantities to some person or persons 
appointed for that j)nrpose, and to be paid for as taken away and not 
to be made into rice by the Company as has been proposed. I appre- 
hend many poor people must he employed for cleaning the batty, of 
’■whose circumstances it will hardly be possible for* the warehouse-keeper 
to have a sufficient knowledge. If so the Company would be liable 
to many bad debts, besides a great increase of servants^ wages, ware- 
house rent, and loss in receiving and ^'delivering. For these reasons I 
am against that proposal. It has also been proposed that a Company’s 
servant should be the pei'son employed to serve out rice to the bazar in 
small quantities. This I must also beg leave to object to. A 
, constant attendance is required and such a person can have no other 
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employment. Besides it seems to me inconsistent with the duty 
of a Company's servant to be employed upon such business; for I 
apprehend the Company never intended to allow their servants salary and 
diet money and have no use of them. And as I know of no person out 
of the service so fitting for it as Mr. Edward Say, I am therefore for 
appointing him for that employ, to receive the batty from the Company, 
he to make it into rice and have a proper allowance for his trouble, and 
that he be not permitted to purchase batty anywhere else for the 
supply of the baz^r— all whicb is submitted to your Honour^s 
determination.^ 

A fortnight letter, the 16th March 1744, Mr. John Morley addressed 
the President, in opposition to the views of Messrs. Munro, Howard, 
and Owen: As I declared my dissent the 3rd and 10th of last month 
from one personas having the sole privilege of supplying the market 
with unbeaten rice to the exclusion of others, as I also did at the 
quarter sessions in August and October last, I now take the liberty 
to give my reasons whereon my said opinion was founded, as w^ell as to 
add such others why I think there ought to be a general license. The 
kachards are a set of people who have many 3 ^ears been indulged with the 
liberty of supplying the market with unbeaten rice, and have always been 
allowed Re. 1 profit npon eaeh muda of batty that they made into such 
rice for the benefit of the poor. Notwithstanding these people have 
long had this indulgence, I never knew tliat the rest of the inhabitants 
were debarred from bringing or selling such rice in the market, or that 
the kachams had ever an exclusive grant for supplying it solely. 
The chief reason why this license was taken from them last year 
and given to Mr. Say was that they did not supply the market 
with a sufficient quantity, but sold it privately in their houses at an 
advanced rate. This, I believe, might in many respects be true, but surely 
this grievance might have been redressed by the Government or a Justice 
of peace upon proper application who would undoubtedly have obliged 
them and every one else that sold unbeaten rice to fui-nish the market 
fully, and prevented them from taking an unjustifiable advantage of 
the poor^s necessities. Also though the kachards may in some instanees 
have abused their trust, yet another set might certainly be pitched upon 
that would execute that office better, and, from the example made of the 
present, be more cautious of giving cause for complaint. By this means 
the evil may be .^removed without subjecting the poor to a greater 
hardship by putting this power entirely into one man's hands. It is 
incontestably true that batty last season bore an exceeding high price, 
greater than for some years before ; but these people could make no 
greater^ advantage thereof than the prementioned allowance, wdthout 
subjecting themselves to a corporal punishment and a fine upon proof 
thereof and forfeiture of the batty offered to sale which they would not 
certainly run the risk of, when their advantages other ways would be 
inconsiderable. The reason universally allowed for its rise last year was 
that the Brahmans upon Salsette and other places contiguous to this 
island (and from whence we are always supplied) had engrossed the 
greatest part thereof, and would not send any here for sale unless a 
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consideraLle profit accrued to tliemselves. This I have been credibly told 
was the cliief and only cause o£ rice beaiing so high a price last year. 
This inconvenience was not in the least remedied after Mr. Say had 
the sole right to siipply the rice; it continued as great as before. 
Nor indeed do I think the supply can at all be arranged by confining 
it to one person. On the contrary the price is naore likely to be 
reduced when there is a general liberiy given for eveiy person that 
pleases to sell it in the market tlian there certainly can be when 
this privilege is taken from them. The fixing a price upon batty at 
the Mandvi upon importation may indeed prevent the importers 
from running it up to an excessive rate. Still this inconvenience will 
attend this step that it will certainly prevent the importation of batty 
and consequently diminish the Company's revenue of customs, as it may 
be presumed no merchant will care to bring rice to market unless they are 
sure of a profitable and free sale. To what necessities we may by 
this means be reduced, since our chief dependanee for batty is upon 
our neighbours, and especially when there is so small a stock upon the 
island as at present, is to me apparent. Nor am I singular in this. 
Many creditable persons upon the place give it as their opinion that no 
step we can take to keep the price of batty low and encourage its import, 
will be more effectual than to leave the price free and open and to 
permit the importer to sell it to whom and at what price he pleases. 
Should it be thought proper to put this solely in one man's hands 
(\yhich I am far from thinking ought to be done), in times of scarcity it 
will be expected whatever batty may be imported a part of it should be 
assigned the person that supplies the market with unbeaten rice as w'as 
the ease last year. Tins in many respects may be esteemed a hardship 
Upon the proprietors who, it is w'ell known, bring large quantities from 
the other side and keep it in warehouse several months upon the island 
before it is sold. By this means there is generally a considerable, stock 
lodged, which wm may have recourse to on any great emergency, and 
besides enough is generally brought to supply the bazar. Whereas 
if a part of all that is im])orted is to .be appropriated in the manner 
above mentioned, few or none of the inhabitants on the other side 
wiU care to lodge their grain with us. To what streights we may by 
this means be reduced when there is not a plentiful crop, needs no 
explanation, and_ especially when it is considered what a small 
proportion this island produces in comparison to its consumption. 
Moreover I do not think tliat the person who lo sellt it ought to have 
any part allotted to him_ though at the market price, nor have any 
advantage in respect to his purchases mOre than any other person. 

It may be objected that if a pneral liberty is allowed, no peraon 
will think himself obliged in tifiie of scarcity to supply the market, 
but reeoui-se must then be had to the Company as has been the ease ; 
and therefore from hence it may be inferred how necessary it is to 
appoint a person that will at all times supply the market. It is well 
knorvn there are few or no merchants upon this place that either can or 
will enter into any such engagement. For unless they do and should 
grain be so dear this year as was last, the market will be as indifferently 
supplied. And therefore to prevent this no person I think should have 
permission to sell unb&.ten rice in time of plenty unless he will engage 
also to sell when rice is dear. By this means this inconvenience may 
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be removed, as it is believed many would willingly coiivsent to supply 
unbeaten rice on such terms whereby the market ^^'OlIld be much better 
supplied than in all probability it will when the supply is confined. 
Further the poor will not then be entirely at the merey o t* one man as must 
certainly be the case if this general liberty is taken away. Besides it 
maybe presumed the sole vendor will lay in no more when dear than will 
be sufficient for each day'^s expense nor can it be imagined he will have 
a capital that will enable liini to lay in a sufficient stock for the market 
especially should the scarcity continue long, when upon a moderate 
computation it is computed ten mudds a day are required for Bombay 
bazdr only. When Mr. Say supplied the town last year we had only one 
warehouse where he issued the rice. And the throng of purchasers was 
always so great that the poor and labouring people would sometimos 
atteiKl a day or two before they could get a sufficiency for the support 
of theii’ families and moreover be obliged to neglect their labour whereon 
their maintenance depended. Besides, if report be true, they were 
often maltreated. This is one of the evils that will attend a single 
person having this office/whereas if the liberty to >supp]y be free and 
open, this as well as many other evils may be avoided. It appears to me 
evident that one personas being invested with this privilege and every 
one else excluded may be attended with ill consequences in respect to 
the supplying of the poor. They will not then have it in their option 
to purchase where, they can be best and cheapest served, but must be 
obliged to take the rice from him be it ever so bad, as I am well assured 
was the ease last year when Mr, Say solely supplied the bazar. Besides 
the sole vendor will have it more in his power to grind and impose on 
them than can possibly be done when the privilege is open. Tiiough 
every one that may think him or themselves aggrieved or oppresse'S 
may have redress against such sole vendor upon proper application 
either to the Government or a Justice, yet when it is considered how 
averse these country people are from making a formal complaint against 
any English gentleman in office, it may be presumed they will submit 
to great exactions and impositions rather than incur the, displeasure of 
the person who may happen to be sole vendor. In order to remedy 
this the clerk of the .market ought to take care, to jjrevent all 
impositions and exactions and to see that the market is supplied with 
good rice and all oeeasions of complaint avoided. This is the duty of 
his office. How can it be performed if he^sliould have the sole vending 
of the lice, and A#ere can the poor have redress when they are aggrieved 
if the person that ought to do them justice is their oppressor. As this 
may probably be the case, I think the clerk of the market ought to 
have no other coneern therein than to see that the poor have Jiistiee 
done them. ^ For which reason I must declare my dissent against Jlr. 
Say^s enjoying both offices. . 

The allowance of a rupee the mtida upon all batty made into un- 
beaten rice, as a compensation to the person that supplies the market 
therewith, I^donot think is unreasonable provided it is not exceeded. 
But as there is great reason to believe it has been exceeded heretofore 
while there was a general liberty, there is as much to think it will be 
equally or even more exceeded when supplying tlm market is confined to 
one person and with less apprehension of being detected. An opinion 


Materials^ 


AND ISLAND. 


]9 


prevailed last year that Mr. Say did exceed this allowance, kit as 
I Iiad never any formal complaint about it, I cannot upon my own 
knowledge assert it to liave been so. It has been alleged that the 
persons who used to supply the bazar never thought themselves under 
any obligation to make a provision, , should any scarcity happen, but 
that recourse must be had to the Company upon any such emergency, 
as hath olden happened, and particularly last year. I cannot apprehend 
what probability there is that one man will Or can make a better pro- 
vision than many. It is well known Mr. Say last year had a large 
quantity from the Company ts granaries when he had the sole vending of 
unbeaW rice in the bazar. Thereby the Company were considerable 
gainers, and the gain could but have been the same had the right to 
supply been general. Therefore as recourse must be had to the Com- 
pany when nobody else can or will supply rice, I apprehend that equally 
with any one else the Company ought to have the right of issuing rice 
to the bazar. I maintain this especially for tliis reason that when the 
poor have the Company^ warehouse open to them the kachams will 
not have it in their power to impose upon them. It will I believe be 
admitted that the Company alone can lay in a siifEeient stock to answer 
this purpose. And as by this means a large quantity must always be 
kept on hand by making it into unbeaten rice and issuing it at a small 
advance, tlie profit that will accrue to the Honourable Company will 
compensate for any extraordinary expense of warehouse rent and 
servants^ wages. Though the Company may not at present have 
warehouses sufficient to lodge such an extraordinary quantity they may 
rent warehouses as cheaply as any other person. Besides by their so 
doing, the 2 >cor will always be certain of being well suj)plied, as the 
Company will take more care to prevent uneasiness and discontents 
among tlm people than any private j)erson is likely to take. As the 
Comj)any are to lay in a stock of batty for the market and to make 
it into unbeaten rice, I think one of their covenant servants should 
receive it from the warehouse and have the disj^osal of it in the bazdr 
upon their account, under the ins2)ection of the clerk of the market, and 
with the condition of rendering a monthly account of sales. I cannot 
think the Comioan^^s batty ought to be made into rice and another 
reap the advantage that may arise from the sale without rendering any 
account. This objection ap 2 )lies jDarticularly to Mr. Say, who, as ederk 
of the market, has full employment if he does but faithfully execute 
his office. 

Nohvithstandiug I am for the Company^ selling unbeaten rice, I 
would not be understood to hold that every one else should be deprived of 
the like privilege. On the contrary I think the siij^ply ought to be free 
and opei2, as less inconveniences will arise than when it is under restraint. 
For though the Company may lay in more batty than the market may 
take off in a season, the surplus may be issued to the garrison at the 
established rate of Rs. the muda^ whereby a handsome profit will arise 
to the Company if it is laid in at any reasonable rate and will be a full 
compensation for such a disappointment. Besides we shall have the 
less to lay in for the season following, for it is well known if proper 
eare be taken of it, batty will keep very well two years without danger 
of spoiling. I believe Mr, Say^s diligence in the execution of the 
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office of kachara last year was very great. Could it be expected 
otherwise when the considerable advantages he acquired thereby entirely 
depended upon his diligence. The office of clerk of the market is employ 
sufficient without that of kachara too. The enjoying both seems to me 
incompatible as the clerk is to be a cheek on the supplier. Supposing 
Mr. Say should relinquish the clerkship I still think he is an improper 
person for supplier, as the people murmured greatly against him when 
he executed that office last year. The presentment of the Grand Jury 
" in August last against a sole kachara was founded, as I have been well 
assured, upon the private uneasinesses of the lower class of people who 
thought it a hardship that the liberty of purchasing from whom they 
pleased should be taken away and they be confined to buy from Mr. Say 
what rice he pleased to give them, some whereof was exceedingly bad ; 
as well as that office being put into one man^s hands wmuld open a 
door for great oppression and exaction. This the justices thought so 
reasonable as well as that a general liberty ought to continue, that the 
office of sole kachara was abolished by almost the unanimous voice of 
the Bench of Justices, and a free liberty was then given for every one 
to sell unbeaten rice that pleased. So it continued with almost 
general satisfaction till the sessions in the following October wdien the 
justices reeonsideiing this affair, the majority agreed to refer the con- 
sideration of proper methods for supplying the market to the Governor 
and Council. From this order I disagreed, being then and am still of 
opinion that the Bench of Justices alone can properly have cognizance 
of concerns of this kind.^ 

The same day, the 16 th March 17^4, another Member of the Council, 
Mr. William Sedgwicke, addressed the President : The reasons given at 
a meeting of Council by one of the members of this Board for his 
opinion on the scheme for supplying the public with rice, ^all upon 
me and every one else to set forth something of that sort in writing. 
Therefore, not to take up much of your time, I shall here recite only 
a few of the most material reasons that have occurred to me during the 
course of the affair. When Mr. Say, by some appointment or other, 
acted as sole kachara or vendor of rice in the bazar, complaints were 
made of the management. Though through an over-lenity and regard 
for his character these complaints were passed over in silence, I do 
not doubt but some of them were afterwards laid before the Grand 
Jury, which was the occasion of their presentment. This jury consisted 
of a set of men against whom I never heard any objections. As usual 
-they were pitched upon out of the most substantial inhabitants, the 
best acquainted with the nature of this place as well as with the laws of 
their own ccmntry, and under whose cognizance all complaints of such 
a nature properly fell. They, therefore, as representatives of . the body 
of this town, did present this office of sole kachara as a public 
grievance. Nor do I see how they could avoid so presenting it. Were 
they not in their charge from the Bench reminded of their trust? 
Were they not sworn in the most public and solemn manner to do 
justice without fear or favour? Nay, and they were unanimous in 
this their presentment. Surely then such notice was public enough 
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and sufficient! j showed how disagreeable such an institution was to the 
place in general, and that the Jury had no other niotive but the public 
good, which I suppose was likewise the opinion of the Bench, for they 
then ordered the office to be abolished and a general liberty granted 
for selling grain. On the very next sitting of the sessions, to my 
great surprise and concern, this affair was again brought up and the 
fact that the scarcity of grain continued, was made the foundation for 
reintroducing the sole htchardship. Do gentlemen think that Bombay 
any more than any other place is to be exempt from calamities of this 
sort ? Have not ail states and communities suffered such straights at 
one time or other ? Bombay has often suffered from want of grain. Never 
that I know of was such an expedient as this ever thought of befox*e. 
Much milder measures I should think might be taken to assist the poor 
on such occasions than putting it into one man^^s power to oppress the 
whole, as well as depriving many families of the means of livelihood. 
However one of the Bench changing his opinion, the voices then became 
equal and there it ought to have rested. Why was it referred? All 
civil governments are in the hands of the magistrates whereof (some of) 
the magistrates are the government. As all (the magistrates) were 
present when this order for a general liberty for selling of rice was 
given it became an act of the government. I do not doubt it would 
have been thought so had the magistrates set aside the presentment. 
Nor at a second meebiiig could the government find reason to make 
any alteration. No maj;istrate can of himself give up his power or 
transfer it to another. Therefore such a reference must seem an ineon- 
sistetiey, as it can have no signification, for as a Board of Council I 
think we can have no business with such matters. The importation of 
batty is what ought to be most looked after and encouraged. The 
amount imported and not the sellers in the bazar must influence 
the price of rice. The abuses mostly apprehemled in the bazar are in 
the quantity and quality of the rice vended. This the clerk of the 
market is to see to ; whose business likewise it is to fix a price daily 
for the market, according to what it sells for at the quays or Mandvi, 
and to oblige all that have been sellers, to bring their rice to the pul>lie 
place appointed, or oblige them to sell off their present stock there, in 
case they had a mind to lay down the business. I imagine if some such 
rules had been well observed, and less of the sole kacliardship been 
thought of we should not have had half this clamour about it. In the 
debates here on this affair it has often been urged that the more sellers 
there were the poor would have the more chances of being well served, 
which reason appears to me very natural and good, and has always had 
its force, nor have I heard of any to countervail it. I think the practice 
of our neighbours should have had no weight with us on this or any such 
like occasion. God forbid, I say that Gentns Moors or Portuguese 
should ever be made our examples for government, whilst we have our 
own laws in force amongst us. Besides the establishing such a post ' 
as sole supplier is in my opinion licensing a monopoly for which I am 
sure it must appear that we have no authority' but on the contrary. 
This therefore alone I tliink should be sufficient reason against establish- 
ing such an office. If at the proper time annually the Company 
were to lay in about two thousand Tnwdds of batty more than is 
wanted f )r their own people, they would always be able to assist the 
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poor on these occasions, and greatly to their own advantage. To relievo 
the present necessities the Company are the properest persons and 
ought now to buy up what batty they can as soon and as cheap as 
possible to be issued out of their warehouses to one of their servants 
in unbeaten rice, to be by him sold to the poor and labouring people 
that come to the market. Snch a profit being allowed Mm for his 
trouble as shall be thought reasonable, but that all others should have 
the like liberty of selling. It is further my opinion that whatever rules 
may be sanctioned for carrying on such supply they ought to extend 
to all parts of this island where rice is sold. Otherwise I apprehend 
there may be room for fresh complaints at a quarter sessions.-^ 

On the same day to much the same effect wrote Mr. George 
Dudley another member pf the Board : As Mr. ^ Munro has given 
his reasons in writing for supporting his opinion that the poor 
people of Bombay may be best served with unbeaten rice by one 
single person and he a European unemjiloyed in the Honourable 
Company'’ s serriee, in short that Mr. Edward Say is the most 
proper man for such an office, I beg leave to differ from him in 
Judgment and to offer my reasons, not only against the person he 
mentions, but also against the office itself if exercised by any one 
private person or set of people whatever. Pirst I hope it will not 
be thought impertinent or be taken amiss if I presume to ask the 
Board whether it is not altogether irregular and contrary to their usual 
forms for any siugle member to give his written opinion on any affair^ 
while the subject-matter of it is only in debate and not brought to an 
issue. And whether if this practice should be allowed, it may not create 
much unnecessary controversy and trouble to every pai’ticular member. 
The act of the majority is always supposed to be right and good and 
therefore needs no justification ; it is the minority only whose opinions 
seem to require a vindication by arguments modestly drawn from 
reason and experience. I think it is generally ag^reed that a set of 
Moormen were the people who principally supplied the market with 
unbeaten rice for the use of the labouring poor by retail, and that these 
men were called by the name of kacliaraSy and that, when grain l^ecamo 
scarce and dear, some complaints are said to have been made of their 
selling rice privately at very high prices, and giving the people less in 
measure or quantity than they ought to have given. These complaints 
were the cause of the Moormen being forbidden to exercise the ofSce of 
kachards. Thereupon Mr, Edward Say, then clerk of the market, 
was appointed to seiwe the poor with unbeaten rice in the bazar. 
To enable him to furnish this rice a certain quantity wa^ allotted 
to him out of every boat which came to the Mdndvi or custom house 
for sale from the neighbouring countries. Some was also given from the 
Honourable Company's warehouses at what was called the market 
price. Thus both the offices of vender and of clerk of the market con- 
tinued under the management and direction of Mr. Say until the 
private murmurs of the people induced the Grand Jury at a Cluarter 
Sessions in August last (1743) to present that the said office when 
exercised by one single person or set of people was a great grievance and 
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hardship on the poor; more especially as that person was at the same 
time clerk of the market. Upon this the justices then on the Bench 
a:g*reed and ordered that the market should be laid open for every- 
body to buy and sell rice or batty freely as they pleased and that no 
one man or set of men should engross the sale of it to them- 
selves. At a following Sessions in October the affair was further 
considered by the justices only. And they apprehending that the Presi- 
dent and Council might be better able to provide properly for the poor 
than any private man or set of men,, it was agreed by a majority to 
take off the excluding clause in the former order of Sessions and leave 
the matter to be considered and settled by them in Council, in expecta- 
tion I suppose that they would engage to provide for the extraordinary 
occasions of the poor people in behalf and on account of the Honour- 
able Com]3any, and that in the meantime the market should continue 
to be free and oi>en. On the 3rd and 10th of last month (February 
1744) the President and Council took the matter into their considera- 
tion and after some debate it was agreed by a majority that they would 
annually provide and lay in about two thousand madds of batty foa* 
solely siipj)lying the poor with unbeaten rice ; that the batty 
should be made into riee on the Honourable Company's account and 
issued out to the person or persons permitted to vend it in the baz^lr^, 
he or they paying for the same as they take it away at such rates as 
batty may iDear at the custom house or as shall be fixed by the Governor 
and Council, allowing him or them one rupee on twelve and a half 
phards of unbeaten rice for his or their trouble and charges, and that 
all other persons whatever should be excluded the liberty of retailing 
unbeaten rice. 

As I was one of the justices on the Bench who thought the extra- 
ordinary occasions and necessities of the poor in times of scarcity might 
be better supplied by the Honourable Company and at an easier rate 
than by Mr. Say or the old kachards or by any body else, I consented 
to refer the manner of doing it to be considered by the President and 
Council. In the debate, I gave it as my opinion that free liberty 
should be given for every one to sell unbeaten riee that chooses to make 
it their trade and business ; or if a general license was not approved, 
that then a certain number of kachards chosen from among the black 
inhabitants should be appointed as usual ; the President and 
Council to issue riee only on extraordinary occasions when the 
kachards were unable to furnish it, or when they by underhand practices 
imposed upon the poor people ; and for that purpose to lay in the quantity 
proposed at the proper season of the year. But as by the prementioned 
resolution the Board have confined the purchase of batty for the bazdr use 
and making it into unbeaten riee to the Honourable Company solely, 
and the vending of it in the market to one single person, and he under 
no obligation of rendering any account to the President and Council of 
its sale, I must beg leave to dissent from that resolution of Council for 
the following eleven reasons : Firstly I apprehended two thousand mudds 
of batty sufficient only for the occasions of the poor in times of plenty 
and that in times of great scarcity double that quantity will come 
short of answering the calls and demands on the Honourable 
Company. Secondly it may sometimes happen through the badness of 
the crop in the neigh^:)ouring eoxmtries, the demand for grain inland or 
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at foreign poits^ or tlirongh many other causes hot easy to foresee or 
account for^ that batty cannot be had in such plenty as our occasions 
may require^ and by this means -the President and Gouneil be rendered 
unable to comply with their engagements of fully supplying the poor» 

. Ill such eases I apprehend there will be a, , general clamour against the 
Government, and no way left of quieting the people when they are 
starving for hunger, but by purchasing rice at exorbitant rates and 
issuing it ont to them at a great loss to the Honourable Company which 
can be avoided only by keeping ourselves disengaged from the obliga- 
tion of supplying the public wants on all emergencies. Thirdly the 
person who may be appointed kachara is not obliged to render any 
account sale of his rice to the President and Council or to the public 
whereby a door is left open for a bad man to defraud the poor people 
in a very high degree without a possibility of his being ever detected 
and to prejudice the Honourable Company by selling his own rice at 
such times as batty is to be purchased here or in the neighbourhood at 
lower rates than the Honourable Company give for theirs, and demand 
from their warehouse large quantities only when he can get rice 
nowhere else so cheap. Fourthly I apprehend when batty is plenty, 
and the poor people can get rice elsewhere cheaper than the President 
and Council may think fit to issue it out to the sole vendor, the 
poor will complain of hardships and impositions on them by their 
being forced contrary to their interest and inclination to buy it of 
the said vendor at an advanced price. Fifthly the buyers of batty at 
the custom house will thereby be greatly lessened in number by so 
considerable a part of its consumption being , put under the 
management of one person. Though this may keep the price 
down for a little, it can never hold long nor answer the public 
occasions in genera]. On the contrary it must, I should think,, 
prevent in a great degree the importation of rice, and raise the price 
higher than ever on the whole consumption of the place. For when 
our neighbours find the freedom of the port in some measure 
obstructed and taken away from them as well as from our own 
people, and placed in the hands of the Honourable Company or any 
single person, they will, as was the case last year and has been the 
case this season to the detriment of the Honourable Company's 
customs, undoubtedly look out for other markets and export batty 
themselves to foreign places instead of bringing it hither. SirAhly 
this order may probably occasion the President and Council to fix a 
price at the Mdndvi for batty in general agreeable to former 
precedents and with a view to get it cheap for making unbeaten 
rice. But as I imagine such orders by hindering the importation 
in the end rather increase than lessen the price, I am averse to 
every thing that may give cause for renewing that practice. When 
batty is plenty on the island it will be cheap; in time of scarcity 
it must be dear. I should therefore think all possible means ought to 
be used to encourage our neighbours to import rice. Nothing 
appears to me more effectual for that purpose than a general toleration 
for a free and open market, nnclogged of all restraining orders and 
indulgences- to particular people. When a sufficient quantity is 
secured to supply the occasions of the inhabitants for a full year, 
then and not before, . I apprehend, you will be enabled with safety to 
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yourselves to issue out tlie necessary orders for lowering the price, 
if suck orders should ever be deemed necessary. To think of 
lowering the price with empty granaries, appears to me very extra- 
ordinary and indeed altogether impracticable. Instead of answering 
the intended purpose; it must reduce the people to great straights 
and raise the price still highev. Seventhly 1 imagine every end 
and design may be fully and better answered by the Honourable 
Company keeping a warehouse in common with others^ always 
open for the poor people to resort to at all times of their own free 
will, and at the same time grant permission that unbeaten rice may 
be sold by any person or persons who choose to make it their busi- 
ness or at least that a certain number of haehards Aiobqxl from 
amongst the black inhabitants may have liberty to open shops for 
the sale of it likewise and the people to purchase where they please. 
This will be doing the poor substantial service and fence them 
against the secret practices and impositions of the kachards if they 
should attempt to cheat or impose upon them. Nor will it in anywise 
prejudice the Honourable Oompany, as their batty, if not vended in 
the baz4r, may be served out to the marine and garrison. Also in case 
of surplus one year, a less quantity may be purchased the succeeding 
year and no inconvenience will arise from it, as batty, if taken proper 
care of, will keep very well for two years successively. At the same 
time I presume the Honourable Company will never want customers, 
as by the advantage of rcjady money lying always in their treasury, 
they must be enabled to buy at the best hand and afford to sell 
as cheap or cheaper than any of the rice sellers on the island, 
Mghthly the former kachards will by this order be deprived of the 
means of a subsistence for themselves and families in the way of 
business they have been brought up to. And as by old age or infirmi- 
ties, some of them may be rendered incapaple of following any other 
employ, a little compassion seems due to them ; and although they 
may have been faulty and have imposed on the poor, I hope it will not 
be thought that they deserve so very severe a chastisement as this 
order inflicts. Fines and corporal punishment are what they are 
liable to when convicted by the oiriers of sessions now in force, and as 
those fines are given to the clerk of the max’ket, it may be supposed 
he looks carefully after them. the Company have very little 

batty in their wai'ehouses which renders them incapable of supplying 
the market with unbeaten rice and consequently the present juncture 
is a very improper time for putting the order in execution. Tenthly 
I apprehend one shop cannot serve the number of people that 
daily come to market with the despatch and convenience that 
are requisite and necessary. I have been told that, when he had 
the sole disposal of the unbeaten rice, above one thousand people were 
sometimes at Mr. Say’s warehouse crowding together and that to 
their great detriment by loss of time many of them were obliged to 
wait several hours before they could be served ; also that one or two 
people were much hurt and maimed by the throng and their 
lives endangered. A greater number of shops seems therefore 
highly convenient and proper. ElemntMy the reason assigned for 
referring the consideration how the poor might be best served 
with unbeaten rice from the Court of Quarter Sessions to the 
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President and Council^ was that the latter might possibly think fit 
to take it into their hands on the Honourable Company's account. 
But as this order of Council makes the property of it absolutely 
belong to the kachara exclusive of the Honourable Gompany, I am 
of opinion the public grievance, as presented by the Grand Jury^ 
continues still unredressed in the most material parts of it ; and that 
if any future Grand Jury should again present it at a succeeding 
Sessions, the Justices of the Peace cannot by their oath avoid taking 
cognizance thereof and order how the market shall be most conve- 
niently supplied with rice for the benefit of the poor. 

These are my reasons against engrossing the sale of unbeaten rice, 
in which I have been more pai'ticular as my objections lie chiefly 
against the office. However as that has been carried by a majority 
of votes, it remains to consider who shall be appointed for serving 
it out. And as two other gentlemen of the Board seem to think a 
European the most proper person and point out Mr. Edward Say 
■for the employ, I beg liberty to offer my opinion to the contrary 
and to say something in answer to what they and Mr. Mnnro have 
set forth in writing on this occasion. If the rice was to be sold for 
the Honourable Company's account in the bazfc and an account 
given in monthly of its sal© to this Board, as I think it ought to be, 
then a European would be very proper for the employ. But, as the 
person to be appointed for issuing it out is to sell the rice in the 
market as his own property, and to render no account of its sale, I 
am of opinion that a European is the most improper man for such 
an office, because the poor people will suffer themselves to be greatly 
injured and oppressed rather than complain against him j more 
especially if he happens to be a man of figure and is or has been in 
any considerable station in the Honourable Company's service. And 
although the greatest part of those at present on the island may be 
very just and upright men, yet it is not impossible but some 
few might too much regard their own intei’est, were they tempted 
to it by such an opportunity as this trust, void of account, must put 
into their hands. If any European is appointed I think none 
but a covenant servant to the Honourable Company ought to be 
employed. Because the rice may in some sort be said to belong to 
our Honourable Masters as they issue it to the kachara and no 
concerns of theirs can, by their own orders, be transacted by any 
one not under covenants to them except in cases where the circum- 
stances of affairs render it impracticable to be avoided. The 
covenanted servants are under a double tie to do the Company 
justice and must be supposed to have the prosperity of their 
settlement more at heart than a man who resides here for the service 
and benefit of himself only, as all uncGvenanted servants do. As 
to Mr. Edward Say in particular he is already clerk of the market 
and by his office obliged to inspect into the conduct and behaviour 
of the kachavas to see that they sell no rice privately or at extor- 
tionate rates nor make use of false measures. In short he is to see 
that the poor people have justice done them by the kachards and 
not suffer them to be misused and oppressed in any respect what- 
ever. He is therefore the most improper man in the place to be the 
kachara himself, since the* two offices thereby become incompa- 
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title with each other and cannot be executed with impartiality by 
one and the same person. Admitting he should resign and quit 
liis post as clerk of the market, I still think he ought not to be 
employed as sole A’acAara, because, though many private complaints 
were made of him when he exercised that oflSce before, the people 
chose rather to suffer than accuse him publicly. I have nothing to 
say against his diligence and application. I believe he may not be 
wanting in those qualities because he was well rewarded for them, and 
any failure therein would have beeu a great loss to himself as his 
profits depended on the sale of a large quantity of rice. At the same 
time I have no reason to doubt but there are numbers of the 
Honourable Company's covenant servants as well adapted for the 
post as Mr, Say is ; and that they would apply to it as diligently as ever 
he did with less advantage than he enjoyed. None of them, I 
dare say, would soruple to render an account to the President and 
Council of the quantity sold and the price received for it/nor think 
it a dishonour or reflection on their characters that such an account 
should be required from them without which it is impossible to 
know whether the Honourable Company and the public are well or 
ill served. I have one objection more to Mr. Say which your own 
records so fully explain that to mention the particulars would be 
painful to me and give you unnecessary trouble ; nor should I have 
hinted at his past misconduct, had not my duty to the Honourable 
Company and the public called upon me to say something in vin- 
dication of my opinion for not employing him as recommended by 
Messrs. Howard, Owen, and Munro. 

The reasons Mr. Munro is pleased to assign for the rise and fall of 
batty appear to me mighty trivial. I wonder much how any gentleman 
can coolly and deliberately ascribe such material effects to such trifling 
causes. The sum of money annually laid out on this island in the 
purchase of batty for use and exportation by a moderate computation 
seldom falls short of Rs. 2,50,000 and often amounts to much more. 
To say that a few inconsiderable black kachards or x'etailing rice- 
sellers of very little substance and credit were able to influence the 
price of batty in the manner and to the degree he sets forth under his 
hand, must surely astonish everybody that reads his account of it. 
I am told that the Brahmans of Bassein Sd-lsette and Kaljan have 
engrossed great quantities to themselves 'and that they export it to 
other places and thereby keep up the price of it higher than usual. 
The same gentleman is also pleased to give it as his opinion that rice 
may be as well supplied by one person as tobacco and ai*raek. In this he 
seems to forget, or not enough to consider, that rice is the chief support 
of the poor people and that none of them can subsist long without 
it. Further as this island produces very little rice of its own growth any 
imposition in the sale of it would undoubtedly create general discontent 
and perhaps occasion many of tlie labouring poor to leave dhe place. 
Whereas tobacco and arrack are things not absolutely needful to support 
nature, and the farming or monopolizing of them is only raising a 
tax on the luxury of the people, which is practiced more or less in all 
countries in order for securing with ease and certainty the revenue they 
bring to the Grovemment. But as our Honourable Masters have not 
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yet, nor I hope ever will, lay any severe tax or duty on batty or rice 
like what a farm must produce, I presume there can be no good and 
sound reason for confining the sale of part of it to one single person. 

I had prepared these reasons for my dissent from the minutes of 
Council. ’ But as the Consultations have been since drawn out and read 
at the table, I find myself under a necessity of adding a few words 
more. It is said in the Consultation of the 3rd of February (1744) that 
the kachards obliged themselves to supply the bazar with unbeaten rice 
at all events and that in times of scarcity they never had a stock sufficient 
for the purpose which obliged the Honourable Company to purchase abroad, 
whereby it is said the Company have generally been sufferers. I must 
own I never before heard it said that the kachards were obliged to serve 
the h&ziv at all events. Unless some security was taken for their perfor- 
mance of such an obligation, I wonder any one could expect that men in 
their circumstances should be able to fulfil their engagements when 
batty became scarce and dear. I wish the President and Council may 
not sometimes find difficulty in it, much less the kachards, I am 
also surprised to hear that the Honourable Company have been sufferers 
by supplying the bazar. I am sure they gained considerably by what 
they sold out last year ; and if they suffered a loss by what they 
formerly bought at Scindy, many reasons may be assigned for it. I 
believe profit has generally appeared on the batty bought in the neigh- 
bouring countries and I hope the President and Council will not often 
be necessitated to send to Seiiidy and Mangalor for rice. If they 
should, I presume a loss will seldom arise from purchases made there 
sufficient to overbalance the gains on batty bought here, as imported 
from Salsette and other places. I have moreover been told that other 
people as well as the Moormen kachards used to sell unbeaten rice and 
that the kachards had not an exclusive privilege for vending it in the 
baz4r. And whereas the said Consultation seems to lay the stress of the 
debates more on the nomination of a person to serve out the rice than on 
the manner of laying it in and vending it, I therefore for myself take 
this occasion to declare solemnly that I have no particular inclination to 
favour any one man or set of men more than another, otherwise than 
as I think them qualified by long service to the Company, capacity, 
diligence, and honesty. No consideration whatever shall bias me to 
give my vote in so material an affair as this appears to be, for any 
person or persons but such as are generally esteemed men of unblemished 
characters especially when they are to render no account of their trust 
and management to the President and Council or to the public. And 
as the declared advantages of Re. 1 on every muda of batty will make the 
office or post of kachara exceed in profit most places on the island, I 
cannot doubt but there are abundance of the Honourable Company's 
servants very willing to accept of it. If none of them have 
applied for it, I must think somebody ought to be ajipointed by the 
President and Council, as it is a business wherein the Honourable 
Company are greatly interested in respect to the due and Just execution 
of it. All the objections against the old of selling privately 
in the night by false measures and at what prices they pleased and 
also of issuing out bad rice^ must lie much stronger against a sole 
kachara who is a European or Native Christian. He will have no 
rivals or competitors to linder-sell him nor any other inspector than they 
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liaci And^ as I said before, tlie poor people will be averse to complain of 
a Eiiropean wliereas eomplaiiits were often made of the Moormen 
tn the clerk of the market who was doubtless ready to hear them and to 
fine the offenders, since the said fines are given to himself a.s a j^erqiiisite 
of his office. The reason why I proposed the warehouse-keeper should 
get the batty made into unbeaten rice, was to prevent any fraud in 
the sole /cacAara or person appointed to sell it out to the poor, who if a 
bad man might make a miida of batty produce him. fourteen or fifteen 
pluwds hj not cleansing or grinding it to a proper standard, clear of 
husk and dirt. I. hope the proposition will not he attended with any 
ineonveiiienee so as to require a future remedy. If it should I sliall 
be very ready to retract my proposal and come into any other method 
that may be esteemed more for the public benefit. I must crave 
liberty to make another proposition to this Honourable Board wffiich is 
that the daily rates or prices of batty at the custom house, as also the 
prices fixed on unbeaten rice by the President and Council, be declared 
publicly in the English and country languages by a written paper 
affixed every morning (or as often as the prices change) on the custom 
house gates, for the information of the public and as a guide to the 
justices of the peace in the execution of their office, when complaints 
come before them against the /cacAara. Unless the price of unbeaten 
rice is daily ascertained and communicated to the public, it will be known 
to very few with any exactness except the custom master and the 
people belonging to his office. Consequently the buyers of the said 
unbeaten rice will be rendered unable to judge whether the price 
demanded from them by the haehara is the same that he is permitted 
to take or whether he exceeds the price fixed. Moreover if the rates 
of batty and rice are not brought to such a public certainty, no public 
and open complaint can so well be made, nor justice so impartially 
and quickly administered, as the market j)rice changes sometimes twice 
a day,^.. 

A Tveek later, the 23rd March 1744, Mr. Thomas Marsh wrote to the 
President; As the rest of the Members have all addressed this 
Board wdth regard to the haehara business, I shall likewise give my 
reasons (but with all brevity) why I am for the method proposed for 
supplying the bazar with unbeaten rice. It is I believe pretty 
evident that whilst the supply was in their hands, the Moormen kachards 
did grievously oppress the poor and I apprehend if a general liberty 
should be granted (or in other terms kachards be multiplied) the thing 
must be still worse, for the clerk of the market whose duty it is could 
not so well inspect over a large number as a few, and this it may be 
presumed was the reason why a set of men were first appointed. It is 
Jikewise evident that the Honourable Company have in times of scarcity 
been obliged to issue batty out of their own warehouses for supplying 
the market. Indeed this was the case no longer ago than the last 
season. Why then, as they will know the expense, shall they not be at 
some certainty in disposing of the quantity they so provide (over and 
above what is wanted for the current service) by issuing it at all 
times, when their warehouses will have a due clearance. As to a 
single persoffis being appointed, who is at the same time clerk of the 
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market^ I am as much against it as any member of this Board. Nor 
was I the last to make the objection^ though when Mr. Say was first 
nominated^ it was owing I believe to his being in that very post, 
his predecessors having generally been pitched upon in times of scarcity 
to deliver out batty for supplying the bazdr. He indeed had considera^ 
tion for his trouble, and they had not. Still I say I looked upon 
tliisas a temporary expedient only. As we are unanimous on this point 
it will be needless to say more. This I mention only as I think 
too much stress seems to be laid by some with regard to his first 
introdnction. If any one or more . should be named that may be 
judged proper for the service, and he or they under a fit inspection, I 
imagine it will very much conduce to the poor people being well 
served. If it should be thought that the warehouse-keepers not 
making the issue in batty bnt in rice (at twelve and a half to 

the miicla) may be a still farther cheek and better secure to tiie poor 
clean and good provision, I can readily agree to that too. The only 
objection lies in the difference of batty, as some will answer twelve and 
a half p/^Ci^rd^of rice, some scarcely eleven. However, if any incon- 
venience should hereafter be found in the whole or any part of this 
regulation, we can either entirely set it aside or make such alterations 
as may appear necessary. As tq oiir Honourable Masters furnishing 
the grain for a constancy they will doubtless, when apprised of it, give, 
ns their commands with relation thereto. In the interim I hope such 
care will be taken that they are no sufferers by it but the contrary. 
As it w^as asked by one of the members of this Board why Mahim 
should not be put under the same regulation as Bombay, I then gave 
my reasons verbally why I thought it ineonvenient or rather detri- 
mental, I thought that gentleman and all the rest did me the credit 
to accept my explanation. But finding it hinted at by another member 
in the address he has given in, I must now beg leave to repeat in writing 
what I then advanced, namely, that the poor of Mahim are in a 
good measure supplied wdth unbeaten rice daily brought over in the 
passage boat by the Kunbis of Warli. And as, the labour being their 
own, the Kunbis generally sell at easier rates than our people, the 
Imchara trade there is of itself fallen to little or nothing in comparison 
■cf what it was before I encouraged this method. This then being an 
; advantage the poor of that place enjoy purely by their situation why 
should they be deprived of it or why should any thing be taken from 
the passage revenue now in the Company's own hands. These reasons 
and not any private views of my own weighed with me to give my 
opinion as I then did. For I can make it appear the whole quantity 
of batty I supplied the kachards last season when there was a remarkable 
scarcity amounted. to no more than Rs, 112 and I never yet thought 
of keeping a dirty boteek (botique or stall) in the bazar to sell out rice 
by the tlpari (half ser). This I mention only to show how little I am 
inclined to make advantages in such way as . well as to wipe off the 
seeming inconsistency of the same , methods not being put in practice 
at both places.^ 

; In a minute of the 8rd , April 1744, the Honourable Mr. William 
..Wake President and Governor thns summarised the different' views -: 
The dissents delivered in Council the 28 th February and 16th and £4th 

Fpb. Diary 17 of 1744, 128 - 130. 



Materials.] 


■ ANB ISLAND.; 


51 


Cliapter lA 
Trade. 

Eice for the 
Poor, 
1744. 

The Governor'' a 
Summary. 


ultimo seciii to agToe itt the follow^ parlieulars. That there ought 
to be a general license for selling, unbeaten rice to the poor; that 
the Honourable Company lay in two thousand .mwdds of batty for 
emergencies; that a Company's servant, be employed to distribute the 
rice ; and that Mr. Say is an improper person for the emjiloy. Although 
the Consultation of 3rd February contains all that is necessary to say on 
this subject^ yet as the gentlemen have been at some trouble and pains^ 

I shall here take notice of what is most material in their letters. If a. 
general license were allowed no one particular person is obliged to make 
a provision for the j)oor in the scarce and rainy season. Many abuses 
may ensue from a number of kachards and it must be confessed that 
one or a few men can be more narrowly watched and more easily detected 
than many. If the Honourable Company lay in two thousand models 
of batty it is but just and reasonable they should be certain of vending 
it and not run the risk of its rotting in warehouse. For though rice 
may possibly keep two years (as is said) extraordinary care must be 
taken; and besides the loss of damage will ocenr as usual. I would 
never agree to the proposal in one of the dissents that the surplus of the 
batty laid in for the poor should after long keeping be issued out to 
the military and marine. Our troops must justly think themselves ill 
used to be obliged to take old grain instead of new, and to be put off 
with the refuse of the poor. When the grain is received from the 
warehouse, and paid for, the property is altered and consequently the 
Honourable Company hath nothing further to do with it; therefore 
one of their servants ought not to be employed, as salary and diet money 
are intended for real and not for imaginary service. Mr. Say has his 
diligence and capacity to recommend him of which he has already 
given sufficient proof. One of the gentlemen seems to me mistaken in 
his reason for the high price of batty last year, whick was certainly 
owing to the great exportation in the beginning of the season, nor is 
his calculation of ten mudds a day to be depended upon, as it is 
more probable half the quantity will be sufficient since from 
to April three mudris a day will supply the bazafr. Althoug]^^ ^ 
another of the gentlemen dissents from the regulation agreed upon, 
is for extending it to other places on the island, which I shall readilj 
come into if it is thought necessary, or if the same frauds have bee: 
committed there as have been practised here. It was always intende' 
and often mentioned that the person or j)ersons who. may be permitted 
to distribute the rice, must be under the inspection of the clerk o£^ the 
market as particularly expressed in the abovementioned Consultation ; 
so that these offices are to be separate. Nor is the office of kacliara or 
seller of rice a new thing as some pretend. Our registers show that 
the clerk of the market has heretofore been appointed in a time of 
scarcity in like manner as Mr. Say was lately ; and Rupji Dhanji acted 
as such for some time by the late President's order. The clerk of the 
markers business must be to prevent all manner of extoitions and to see 
that the poor have justice done them in every respect and on necessary 
occasions to apply to one of the justices. If it is convenient to have 
more warehouses, he must give proper attendance and it must be bis 
duty likewise to notify the prices as often as may be found necessary. 

The vendor of rice will have no more than the customary allowance for 
his charge and trouble and the Honomable Company will gain whatever, 
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the gTain is valued at more than prime cost, I shall willingly agree to 
a monthly account being* laid before the Board of the quantity and price 
it is sold at to the poor, though that cannot differ from our warehouse 
accomits. From both of those ^ we shall exaotly know what the 
consumption maybe, and so provide accordingly. I doubt not 

may be done without raising the price at the Mdndvi any more tliaii 
our provision for our garrisons has done. Indeed why should it or 
how can it prevent importation or obstruct the freedom of the port, 
as the usual consumption will not be in the least altered ? Nor is there 
any greater reason to fear a clamour in the one case than in the other. 

Batty must be bought in the usual manner, that is as cheap as we 
can. When we fix a price it will be upon what we have laid in 
not upon what comes daily in for sale, which latter any person may 
purchase on the best terms he can, as has ever been done. It is to be 
hoped we shall soon find means to supply the poor and the fixing upon 
officers cannot be thought improper. I must tlnnk very little compas- 
sion is due to the kachards from their former bad practices especially 
as this is not a trade, and consequently neither requii’cs time nor 
application to learn, and the same number of poor must be employed 
in grinding the rice as usual. We all know the Honourable Company 
suffered greatly not long ago by endeavouring to supply the place mtli 
rice, which may be the ease again if a' proper and timely provision is 
not made for the poor, who always have and will depend upon Govern- 
ment for a supply. It is likewise certain that much greater loss was 
sustained some years past than that mentioned by one of the gentlemen 
in the Scindy rice for the balance of which many of the kachards were 
imprisoned by a former Governor. However care was taken that there 
was a gain on what was issued from the warehouse last season, at the 
same time that the poor were relieved, which probably would not have 
been the case had the kachards been trusted in any shape. I am 
credibly informed that upon some former institution tliis set of people 
obliged themselves to supiply the bazar, which it is reasonable to believe 
as they were the only sellers, and they have never been absolved from it 
that I could learn. It is well known that a particular set of men only 
have for many years acted as kachards under the inspection of the clerk 
of the market; and he by authority gave them power to act. If anv 
complaints were made sure no one of the justices would decline executing j 

his office of redressing the poor through lenity or tenderness to any I 

particular many’s character. As for myself, I have heard of none exeei^t ' 

from Mr. Say of the badness of the batty he received out of tlie ] 

warehouse. Why any oppression should be apprehended I cannot 
conceive. Is it any more than laying in a provision for the poor to be 
delivered them (some part of the season at least) at a more moderate rate 
than they can purchase it elsewhere. When I hear the words monopoly 
and engrossing made use of on this occasion I must imagine that the 
terms are not really understood or at least that they are misaj>plied. 

Have' not all tlie inhabitants liberty to buy batty for themselves at the 
Mandvi ? Or is this freedom attempted now to be taken from them ? 

Gould the poor and labouring people lay in a sufficiency for their 
families annually I should be greatly pleased, as then we should have t 
none of this trouble. How widely different is the charitable layino' in ? 

a sixth of the consumption of the place for the benefit of the poor, I, 
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from monopolizing or engrossing? I must think there is no manner 
of reason to expect a second presentment from the Grand Jury for the 
affair of course must be fully understood. If so it will appear a 
real service to the poor as well as a suitable gain to the Honourable 
Company. I shall only further remark on this occasion that what I 
proposed in Consultation of the 3rd Pehruary is no otherwise deviating 
from what has been the established custom of the island, than in 
permitting a European or Europeans solely to vend unbeaten rice 
in the bazar, which he or they are to buy of the Honourable Company 
and pay ready money for, instead of the ha char as. Whereas a liberty 
for ail selling at pleasure (the opinion of the Bench of Justices) is 
totally abolishing that custom, though at the same time no provision 
is made for the poor. The principal merchants and inhabitants induced 
me to make the proposal to the Board, as believing it would be 
beneficial to the Honourable Company, at least that it would prevent 
such great losses as they have heretofore sustained, and be of real 
service to the poor.^ 

At a Consnltation, the 11th February 1743, the Board records : The 
time allowed to the military officers for supplying their people with 
batty expiring the 1st of next month, it is directed that notice thereof 
be given them that they may make no further provision.^ 

A year after, 18th March 1744, the Court of Directors write: 
We leave it entirely to your determination whether the military shall 
be supplied with batty by us or by their officers, taking due care to 
prevent any hardships being put upon the poor soldiers.^ 

On these orders of the Court at a Consultation, the 13th October 
1744, the Board records : The Honourable Company having left it to us 
to determine whether the military shall be supplied with batty by their 
officers withal cautioning us to take due care to prevent any hardship 
being put upon the poor soldiers, the question is now taken into 
consideration. It is observed the quantity necessary to be annually 
provided for the military (exclusive of the sepoys) ought to be at least 
1000 mvcldsy which may be computed to cost when it is at a reasonable 
price and bought at the best hand about Rs. 16 the rnuda. Tliis is a 
sum not easily raised by the officers. Such of them as have not ready 
money of their own must, if they can, take it up at interest, or probably 
make such agreements with some of the black merchants as the officer 
will get little by such intended indulgence, as perhaps has often been 
the ease. It has hitherto been customary to charge both soldiers and 
sepoys at the rate of Rs. 22| the mxida^ but it was lucky for the 
officers that the Honourable Company took the supply from them when 
they did, as the year after batty rose to Rs, 26 and Rs. 30. It would 
have been much Mgher if we had not taken the usual though arbitrary 
method when grain is scarce of obliging such merchants as owned 
quantities to sell in the bazar at the aforementioned prices. Had the 
officers then been bound to supply the military^ they could not have home 
the loss when either the Company must have paid or the soldiers have 
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deserted or starved. Further we think it will be putting it too 
much in the officer-’s power to impose ordinary and bad batty upon the 
soldier^ udiose complaints are generally made to him, who may find 
many ways to tease the soldier and thereby prevent his having redress. 
It is' highly necessary that a sufficient quantity of grain for the 
military be annually laid in at the proper season, because in the wet 
monsoon no supplies can be got by sea. In such a ease our Maratha 
neighbours, although we may be in friendship with them, may, as they 
did last year, put what price upon their grain they please, which only a 
timely provision of Sdlsette rice prevented. This island sometimes felt 
the like inconveniences from the Portuguese. Now we fear it will he 
much more frequent as the Mardthas have all the batty country in their 
own possession which it is ap]3rehended will prevent grain being at such 
reasonable rates as heretofore. The monthly pay of Rs. 4 to a topass 
soldier is so small as will ill bear any overcharge in their provisions. 
Such . overcharge when batty was cheap has caused discontents and 
possibly desertions. But the cause of such effects will probably cease if 
the batty is bought at the best hand, and a moderate profit |)nt upon it 
for interest and waste in warehouse, which may be for a year fifteen 2 >er 
cent in the whole. Nor can they be supplied the year throughout for a 
less advance, and, when the provision is made for the year, such an 
advance may he put upon it and the price settled accordingly. But as 
the Honourable Company have hitherto thought it fit to fix the price at 
Rs. 20 1 the muda it is most proper to ask their leave for altering such 
an old established custom. When the officers supplied the military 
with batty the profit thereon gave them no reason to complain of their 
pay. This indeed alone is but a very bare subsistence as provisions 
here are much dearer than at other Presidencies. It is to be wished 
some suitable relief could be given them ; but that must be left to the 
generosity of the Honourable Company. Having duly weighed and 
reflected upon all these circumstances it is the unanimous opinion of 
this Board that the Honourable Company and not the officers, do 
supply the military with batty according to their former orders by the 
Somersett under date the 16th February 1742 paiagraiffi 66.^ 

In reply, Despatch dated 7th May 1746, the Court write : Having 
given our sentiments last year on the rice affair, we shall only refer 
thereto expecting that all just cause of complaint is effectually reWved, 
and w’'e leave it to you to supply the military with batty in such a 
manner as you shall deem reasonable,® 

At a Consultation, the 2nd September 1746, determined : Batty being 
scarce and dear at Surat and the northern parts through the want of 
seasonable rains at those places, our merchants, it is apprehended, will be 
induced to export such large quantities as may leave the island bare 
unless timely prevented. Agreed therefore that a prohibition on expor- 
tation of coarse batty be made till we see how the season turns oiit.'^ 

At a Consultation, the llthNovember 1746, the following is recorded : 
That Surat City is at present very miserable, number of poor 


^ Pub. Diary 17 of 1744, 292-294. ' ^ Fub. Dep, Court’s L. Yol. 3 of 1742-1751 p>9 
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people flock tliitlier daily from all parts and many die through hunger 
ill the streets from a scarcity of all sorts of grain ; that a general 
contribution had been made by the inhabitants and prineiiial merchants; 
and as the Dutch had previously advanced Es. 600, the Chief and factors 
at Surat consented to give the sum of Es. 500 on the Honourable 
Comppy^s account which they hope will be approved. That grain being 
excessively dear they cannot purchase any for their sloop and galivats 
and the use of their factory, and therefore req^uest to be supplied with 
800 bags of rice.^ 

Three days later, the 14th November 1746, the Board approve of 
Surat subscribing Es. 500 for the relief of the necessitous people, 
and, as the Chief and f Victors at Surat are in great want of rice for 
their own use, it is agreed that 300 bags be sent them as requested by 
the first opportunity.^ 

A Consultation, the 23rd December 1746, records: Batty being 
exceedingly dear through the proprietors^ keeping supplies back in hopes 
of still raising the price, and the kachards not supplying the bazar as 
heretofore, occasions the poor people to have recourse to us for relief. 
Agreed therefore that a publication be issued requiring all persons on 
the 26th instant to give in an account to the warehouse-keeper of what 
batty . or rice is in their possession with a declaration that -what shall 
he found afterwards shall be forfeited half to the informer and the other 
half as this Board may think fit to direct. That in the interim the 
poor may be relieved, it is further agreed that 25 mwdas be delivered to 
the kachards out of the Honourable Company^ s warehouse at the rate of 
Es. 26 the miida to be sold in small parcels by them in the bazar.^ 

A Consultation, the 29th March 1748, records: The land pay- 
master representing a “want of grain for the Honourable Company's 
service, he is directed to purchase about 45 hhandu for present expense 
on the best terms he can, but as this article is to be had much eheaj)er 
at Surat, it is agreed that we write to the Chief and factors there to 
provide 180 hhandis and send the same down by any proper conveyance 
before the rains. Directed therefore that a letter be accordingly 
prepared for Surat.^ 

At a Consultation, the 16th May 1748, agreed: The Honourable 
Company being in want of batty, and Mahomet Safi offering to 
provide about 500 mudds at the rate of Es. 29 1 the muda, the Honour- 
able Company bearing the charges thereon, that Mahomet Safins offer be 
accepted, being the lowest we can purchase it at and lower than it has 
been for several months; and that the sum of Es. 6500 be advanced 
him on said account.^ 

A Consultation, the 6th January 1749, records: It being necessary to 
lay in a provision of batty for the Honourable Company's land and 
marine service, and Vithaldas Keshavram and Mahomet Safi offering to 
contract for the provision of 1000 mudds atthex’ate of Es. 25 -pQumuila 
to be delivered at the Bandar within, the space of three months, which 


1 Pub. Diary 19 of 1746,371. 

3 Pub, Diary 19 of 1746, 421 - 422. 
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price being as cheap as to be had elsewhere^ their offer is accepted and 
the treasury is ordered to advance tliem the sum of Es. lO^OOO on that 
account d, 

A Consultation^ the 7th March 1749^ records : The Honourable Com- 
pany being in want of a further quantity of batty and Vithaldas Keshav- 
ram and Mahomet Safi being willing to provide 200 muclcis more 
on the same terms as mentioned in Consultation of the 6th January 
last, their offer is accepted and an advance of the sum of Es. 10^000 
ordered to be made them out of the treasury on account of their said 
contract.® 

A Consultation, the 2nd March 1750, records; It being requisite 
to lay in a sufficient stock of batty against the ensuing rains, and 
Gangfidhar Pant, inhabitant of Thfina, offering to contract for 1500 
mudds to be delivered clear of all charges at Es. 19 1 the muda, which 
being as cheap as is to be bought, it is agreed that the same be accepted. 
The warehouse-keeper is directed to receive it into the Honourable 
Company's warehouse accordingly.^ 

A Consultation, the 18th January 1751, records ; No person having 
sent in any proposals for supplying the Honourable Company with 
batty in consequence of the public notice ordered in Consultation of the 
28th ultimo, to be affixed up for that purpose, it is agreed that a proper 
person be employed to purchase the usual quantity of about 2000 
mtidds on the best terms possible.^ 

A Consultation, the 26th February 1751, records : Eupji Dhanji 
having delivered 600 mudds of batty into warehouse on the Hon- 
ourable Company's account amounting to Es. 15,000, ordered that the 
balance due to Mm on said account more than what he has already been 
advanced be made good out of the treasury and tliat a further sum of 
Es. 10,000 be advanced Mm for providing a further quantity.® 

A Consultation, the 8th October 1751, records : As the price of 
grain is considerably fallen and there being a very plentiful crop this 
season, the merchants desire liberty to export what they may import. 
The proMbition laid on last year is accordingly taken off 

A Consultation, the loth December 1752, records : Being in want of 
batty for our warehouses and garrison, directed the Secretary to aflix 
notifications that on Friday next, the 22nd instant, we shall sit to receive 
proposals for 2500 mudds. Similar notifications were issued in 1754J 

A Consultation, the 81st October 1755, records : There being 
a great scarcity of grain upon the island owing to the want of the 
usual latter rains, it is unanimously resolved till grain falls to a reason- 
able price to take off the import duty^ that merchants and others may be 
encouraged to bring in a quantity for the relief of the inhabitants in 
general as well as those employed by our Honourable Masters on the 
several works, pursuant to which the Secretary is directed to issue 


^ Pub. Diary 22 of 1749, 9. 2 Diary 22 of 1749, 68. 

® Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 84 - 85. ^ Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 21 - 22. 

5 Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 59. 6 p^b. Diary 24 of 1751, 345. 

^ Pub. Diary 25 of 1752, 387, 397, 403 - 404 j Pub. Diary 27 of 1754, 19, 63, 138, 230, 
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orders to tlie ^Bombay and Mtihim Custom Masters^ and a notification 
to be published by beat of drum.^ ' 

On the aetion of the Bombay Government in remitting import duties 
on grain the Court of Directors write on the 4jth May 1757 : Although a 
constant attention must be had to the continuing or increasing our 
reyeniies to the utmost extent^ yet we are never against making 
equitable abatements whei’e they tend to the general relief of the 
inhabitants. As this appears to be the case in your resolve to take oft 
the import duty on grain we cannot but approve the measure and 
rest satisfied with your assurances that you wil continue this iiidiil- 
genec no longer than is really necessary.” 

A Consultation^ the 14th November 1755^ records : The great 
scarcit}^ of grain still continuing^ though the import duty is taken off 
as noticed in Consultation the 31st ultimo, the sending one of the 
Europe ships now in the Road to Mangalor for bringing up a cargo 
of rice for supidying our inhabitants and our garrison and marine 
service, is taken into consideration. It being obseiwed that she may 
return in very good time to be despatched home, and that this will be 
the most effectual means of inducing the neighbouring countries to 
export their grain, as they now not only hoard it up for their own use 
but in order to enhance the price ; resolved, therefore, that we send 
our Honourable Masters^ ship Stretham thither as soon as possible, and 
having a large quantity of timber and plank as well as masts and 
yards lying at Calicut which are much wanted in the marine, and as the 
gentlemen at Tellieherry have occasion for cash and a supply of stores, 
she will likewise be able to perform those services while the cargo is 
pro voiding at Mangalor, whore she must return with the greatest 
expedition,^ , 

On the 7th July 1757 the native inhabitants of Bombay addressed 
the following petition to Government : That the inhabitants of this 
island may not so often suffer the want of batty, they pray Govern- 
ment to appoint proper warehouses for holding about 3000 or 4000 
mudds of batty in order to supply them in the rain time when there 
is a great scarcity. By this means the people^s wants will be relieved 
and the Honourable Company will not incur the charges that will 
arise on the said batty, and the kackards be compelled to sell it in 
petty sales for such a price as the Governor and Council shall think 
proper. On receipt of this representation Government observe (12th 
July 1757) that they are thoroughly sensible that the people frequently 
experience great hardsliips from sudden scarcities of grain, and as the, 
hachards neglect to provide a sufficiency for their use when the price 
is moderate, notwithstanding Govomment^s utmost care to oblige 
the hachards to have a proper supply always by them, ^.Government 
resolve that they appoint a Committee in the month of September 
to concert the most proper measures for buying and constantly keeping 
a sufficient quantity of batty on their Honourable Masters^ account for 
the relief and support of the inhabitants in general ; and that the ware- 
house-keeper in the meantime enquire and report what warehouses may 


I Pub. Diary 28 o£ 1755, 409 - 410. 
s Pub. Dep, Court’s L. Vol. 5 of 1757 - 1761, 35. 
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be rented for depositing batty, and how mueli the Honourable Company's 
batty warehouses and those already hired will contain,^ 

A Consultation, the 3rd January 1758, reeords: The high price o£ 
grain in and since the month of September has prevented our appointing- 
a committee for providing a sufficient quantity for the use of our 
inhabitants as proposed in Consultation the 12th of July 1757 in eon-^ 
sequence of the representation of the hardships they experience from a 
want of it. Biit according to the judgment of the most intelligent 
and disinterested people, the price now being as low as can be expected 
this season, or about 31 the mwdn, the warehouse-keeper and two 
customs masters are appointed a committee to purchase a supply.^ 

On the Hth March 1758 the Committee reported to Government : 
Since the receipt of y our commands signified to us by the Secretary under 
date the 3rd of January 1758, we have not been able to obtain any pro-- 
posals from onr merchants or others for making a contract to deliver any 
certain quantity of batty. The small parcels daily imported, being* 
scarce sufficient to serve the market a week together, have hitherto put 
it out of onr power to purchase any for keeping in warehouse, W e must 
now propose to your Honour that a. provision of rice be made at 
Mangalor, Mulkee, or other ports, to prevent a scarcity of this article 
during the approaching monsoon, as, by the best intelligence we can get, it 
will be almost impossible to secure more than the 2000 mud as of batty 
which the Honourable President advised the Board he had contracted 
for on account of the Honourable Company with one Sankrajipant, out of 
the adjacent countries where it is daily increasing in price and is now 
sold here out of the boats as they arrive, at Rs. 33 to 34 the miida,^ . 

On this report a Consultation, the 14th March 1 7 58, records : Received 
the above letter from the Committee appointed to purchase rice for the 
inhabitants in genera], proposing on aceountof the dearnessand scarcity 
of it, to get a quantity from Mangalor, the consideration of which is 
deferred.^ 

The question is resumed at a Consultation the 21st March 1758 r 
Reperused the Committee's letter of the ] 4ih MarcR 1758. The purchas- 
ing a quantity of rice at Mangalor, as they propose, being . judged 
the best way of supplying the island on the most reasonable terms, 
and the Superintendent reporting that the Bombay grab, and Speed- 
irell are ready as also the Success snow lately freighted by the Select 
Committee but not now wanted ; it is resolved tliat they be despatched 
to Mangalor with Mr. James Ryley and a consignment of 40,0()0 new 
rupees or tliat amount in gold if to l^e procured on any advantageous 
terms, that we supply Mr. Robert Gambier at Onor with Rs. 50,00b and 
that those vessels be ordered to touch there coming back if they have 
room to take in pepper.® 

Ordered, 21st March 1758, that the President be advanced Rs, 25,000 
on account of the. contract he has made with Sankra jipant for 2000 
mudds of batty.® 


J Pill). Diary SO of 1757, 269, 272. 

5 Pub. Diary SI of 1768, 197. 

5 Pub. Diary SI of 1758, 20S-204. 

® Bom, Gov, Diary 21sfc Mar. 1758, Pub. Diary SI of 7755, 20 


^ Pub. Diary 31 of 1758, 3. 
Pub. Diary 31 of 1758, 104, 
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On the 16th June 1760^^ the custom master Mr, John Spencer laid 
before the Board the following abstract of grai;i, ghi^ oil, and firewood 
in the district of' Bombay and the castes with which the same is lodged.^ 
Caste Stores of Grain, Ghi, Oil, a)id Wood, 1760 . 


1;. RMj^.vedi Braimtfins 

2.. Gujarati „ 

3. ' Yajorvedi „ 

4 . Shenvis 

*. 5, 'BaiiiaS' .... ., 

I 0, Furvoes (Parbhus) 

* 7, Goldsmiths ... 

5., Coppersmiths 
9, Ironsmiths ... 

'10.. Bhansulis 

11. ' Weavers ... ... 

12. l\'uisilas (Pitnchkal 

Shis) 

13. Charsilas (Chaukal 
■ .shis) , 

14. Bhaiidaris 

15. Christians 

IG. Moors 

17. Piirsis 

18. Potmakers 

1 9. Matmakers ... 

30. Tailors 

21. Shoemakers 

22. Barbers 

23. Turners 

24. Washermen.., 

25. Carpenters ... 

26. Hamels 

27. Swcetmeat-anakers . 

28. Bombay Coolies ... 

29. Thafna do. 

Total ... 


Batty. 

Rice. 

Wheat. 

Mu^f. 

Gram. 

Dal. 

Black 

Gram. 

Naehani, 

I Math, 

M. 

24 

P. 

1.9 

Kh. 

4 

13 

2i 

2 

Kh. 

2 

3 

1 * 

Kh 

P. 

Kh. 

1 

% 

Kh. 

2 

4 

% 

3 

Kh 

P. 

M. 

p. 

Kh 

• P. 

.26 

24 

3 

7 

1 

If 



0 

6l 









41 

3.i 

9 

4 

3 


2 

3 

6 

7 

4 

H 

1 

3^ 





154 

7 

245 

2-5 

182 

5i 

12 

21 

62 

0 

202 

5i 

3 

2.1 

3 

1 

s’ 


198 

2 

34 

1^* 

5 

6 

0 

74 

69 

1 

9 

3-2 

3 

2| 

0 

12 

82 

0 

35 

r4 

8 

0; 

... 


3 

5| 

12 

5 

2 

2.1 




74 

IS 

0 

2 

3 

0^ 

... 


1 

4 

4 

1.^ 







4 

22 

5 

0 



... 




0 

62 






10 

6 

25 

2 

4 

44 

0 

n 

1 

Of 

6 

7 

0 

61 





94 

0 

17 


3 

0 

... 

... 

6 

2 



... 


... 


79 

2 

23 

2 

... 


... 


... 


0 

3 



0 

H 

... 


14 

7 

6 

5 

,, 


... 


1 

Oi 









182 

4 

20 

Oi 

I 

1 

... 


.-1 

1 

0.1 

1 

2 





157 

15 

15. 

U 

... 






1 

6} 



0 

5 



1830 

12 

106 

4 

2 

I 

2 

0 



25 

2 







94 

6 

39 

6 

11 




0* 

5 

187 

0; 

0 

3 

... 




2 

18 



... 

... 


■ ,,, 


•«« 




... 




2 

0 

... 




... 




.*• 




... 




34 

0 

13 

1 

1 

2>i- 



... 


i 

6i 



... 




2 

12 

16 

4 



... 


... 


1 

u 



... 




7 

22 

0 

6 

,, 


... 


... 


0 

1 







5 

12 

6 

4 

..i 


... 


... 


0 

2 







21 

17 

1 

0 1 

... 


... 


. 










182 

0 

12 

7^' 

1 

0 

■ ... 


0 

2 

2“ 

6 







• <.*. 


14 

4 

... 




... 


0 

7 



... 






3 

1 

2 

5 

... 


3 

nui 

CO 

0 

5-| 



... 




89 

10 

3 

4 

... 


... 


... 

... 



... 


1 


43 

10^ 

7 

4| 



... 


... 


... 




... 


|. - 


: 4«0 

5 

685 

"oi 

233" 

0 

18 

T 

142 


' 476 

6 

12 

6 

3 

3 

8 

"li', 



Jvdri. 

l?eas. 

Vul. 

Bajri. 

Ghi. 

Oil. 

1 Wood. 








Ondas 




Kh. p. 

Kh. p. 

Kh.p, 

Kh. p. 

M, s. 

M. s. 

(logs). 

.Bnnclle=. 

Billots. 

1. Rugvedi Brfihmans 


u. 

..... 

... 

9 10 

SO 20 

. ■••• . 

... 

101,500 

* 2.. Gujarati „ 



... 

... 

IS 30 

35 0 



24,600 

3,. Yajurvedi „ 

4. Shenvis 

- 


... 


6 5 

29 20 

•«. 

••• . 

34,600 



... 

•*« 

6 37 

78 34 

... 


36,650 

5,' Banias 


mM* 

4 6 

0 

1208 10 

1474 0 


3989 

303,050 

6. Piirvoes (Parbhiis) 

«■« 

0 4 

... 


18 2G 

129 4 

43, *1*50 

247,980 

7. Goldsmiths 


• •• 

... 

... 

13 10 

112 0 

8ti4< 

15,000 

si Coppersmiths 

• •• 


... 

... 

14 30 

70 30 

30,000 

3520 


9. Ironsmiths 



... 

... 

1 20 

3 25 



10,000 

10. Bhansalis ... 



... 



128 30 

160 0 

25,400 

1397 


11, Weavers 


j ... 



10 0 

73 20 

6300 


12., Pansilas (Piiuchkal- 
' shis) 





• •• 

33 22 


1345 


13, Charsilas (Chaukal- 

shis) 

14, Bhandaris 

... 

... 

... 


*1 0 

11 0 
76 0 , 

17^,750 

10,110 

745 

15., Christians 





0 28 

97 31 

2575 

1,62.5*600 

16.' Moors 

12**11! 

' ... i 


8*’‘li 

88 20 

' 207 0 


... 

17. ^irsis 

0 2“ 

o”’2 ' 


i 254 0 

641 0, 



339,900 

18,. Potmakers 

■ ' ... 

... j 



! 

■ ■■ ... ■ 

, , , i 

'400 

5000 

19. Matmakcrs 


' ' 



. .*■.■■■ 

15 6 

r,. j 


20, Tailors 




1 , 

2 35 

2439 


37*600 
11,000 ' 

21. Shoemakers 

22. Barbers 

o*‘*c 

.'*! 

' •" 

7 

4 20 

12 0 

1 0 

*»* 

’*540 

23, Turners 

24. Washermen 

... 

... 

... 

... 

*2 0 

’3 0 

***;■.. 


1*1**000 

25.., Carpenters ... 

26, Hamals 

... 

... 

... 


*2 0 

99 0 

6 0 

4050 

36,500 

200 

*255 


27,' Sw.eetmcat«niakers . 
28,. Bombay Coolies ... 
Thanjj do,. 

,7. 

7 

7 

,7 

1 0 
*1, 0 

15 0 
24 0 
46 20. 

3567 

810 

’*2000 

67,500 

Total 

13 11 

0 6 

4 6 

86 1| 

1709 31 

33S4 31 

324,355 

34,580 

2,873,626 
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Trade. 

Mdbiin Supplies* 
1760. 


Eemissioii of 
Duties, 
1763. 


Batty for Goa, 
1766. 


Purchase of 
Batty, 
1767. 


1768. 


Supply of Batts’s, 
1768 . 



■, Oa tke . 1st July 1760, the Maliim custom master presented the 
followmg abstract of grain, oil, and firewood 

Articles, MuMs. Khamlis. Mmis. Articles, Mudds. Kkanduo Mans, 

Batty ... 1559 0 0 Udid ... 0 7 0 

Do. black 61^ .0 0 Oil ... 0, 25 9 

I^/icbani ... 1 0 0 Ghi 0 10 5 

Eice ... 0 22 0 Billets of wood.. 518,000 Nos. 

4 Wheat ... 0 IH 0 

A Consultation, the 25th March 1763, records : The gentlemen at 
Madras having written pressingly for grain, it is agreed to send them 
2000 bags of rice for the use of their garrison ; and as we have 
already laid in a twelve months^ stock of batty for our Honourable 
Masters, resolved that the prohibition and import duty on all grain 
exported for the Coromandel Coast be taken off for a time in order 
to encourage private traders to carry supplies thither to prevent the 
distress with which Madras is threatened." 

A Consultation, the 18th March 1766, records : The President 
before the Board a letter from the Regency at Goa desiring leave to 
export some batty for the use of that city; agreed as the price has 
lately risen to Rs. 25 the muda, and the giving leave to export would 
enhance it, we do not think it proper to comply with their request.^ 

A Consultation, the 6th February 1767, records: No further pro- 
posals having been made for batty, Hassan Patbdn and Govind Banian 
who offered to contract, the former for muclds at Rs. 20| and 
the latter for 2000 mudds at Rs. 20^, are referred to the warehouse- 
keeper and Bombay custom master who must endeavour to get it 
cheaper if possible. If not, to agree for it at those prices, as the 
season is now far elapsed, for which reason also we would have them 
accept any other offers as far as the quantity we want, if it is to begot 
at or under the same prices."^ 

A Consultation, the 15th February 1768, records ; Pour different 
proposals having been delivered in consequence of our giving public 
notice of our intentions to contract for 2000 mudds of batty, the 
same are now opened and two different persons offering it at 
Rs. 15 J per m«(?a winch are the two cheapest, it is agreed to let each 
of them supply 1000 mudds,^ It is further agreed to take off the 
prohibition, on the exportation of grain on the 1st of next month or 
sooner if the contractors have no objections, provided those who export 
any will take off the Honourable Company's old batty and deliver new 
in lieu of it.'*’ 

On the necessity of a full supply of batty, in their letter of the 18th 
March 1768, the Court of Directors write: As it is absolutely 
necessary that the price of provisions particularly rice should be kept 
as low as possible, we recommend to you in the strongest manner to 
use every method in your power to effect this for the good of -the 
inhabitants in generar and for our interest in particular. We cannot 
point out to you the manner of doing it, not being sufficiently 
acquainted with the prices at different periods or the countries from 
which it is imported to enable us to give positive orders for your 

* Bom. Gov, Diary 1st July 1760, Piili, Diary 34 of 176U, 495, 508. 

2 l\ih. Diary 40 of 1763, 207. ^ 

rnh. Diary 48 of 1767, lOD Pul). Diarv 5(i of 1768, loL 
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management. So far as regards the sepoys, and other people, for 
whom we have to piwide, who receive part of their pay in batty or rice, 
we ordered that yon provide a sufficient quantity of good white batty 
at the cheapest time calculating rather more tlian less what yon may 
want for the season. The same method is to be practiced every year. 
If at any time you should have a surplus and the new grain is coming 
in, the surplus may be sold to the inhabitants whi(}h may be of service 
to them. As, we suppose, the new supply will be bought at the cheapest 
time, there is no reason to think we can suffer loss. At all events a 
full supply of this necessary article must always be provided.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation of 21st January 1769 : The 
proposal of John Baretto for contracting for 2000 murids of batty at 
Ks. 15^ delivered in the 3rd instant, being cheaper than that of any 
of the others and more reasonable than we can otherwise procure it ; 
it is ordered that this offer be accepted accordingly,^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd November 1770 : The 
poor being much distressed by a scarcity of grain, it is resolved, in 
order tliat their wants may be supplied at a moderate rate, tliat 500 
mndds be issued to the custom master to be made into rice 

and delivered out in small quantities at the price it may stand in 
reckoning the expense of making it into rice.^ 

Court-’s letter to Bombay Government, 28th April 1773, paragraph 
27 ; "We observe the orders you gave for the delivery of batty from 
your warehouse to be issued to the poor at prime cost in order to 
prevent the kachards from raising the price of rice. We are so well 
pleased with this instanee of your desire to relieve the poor from their 
oppressors that we cannot forbear taking this occasion to testify our 
commendation of it,^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th February 1772 : Opened 
two sealed j>roposals for supplying the Honourable Com^^any with 4000 
mudds of batty delivered in consequence of our publication. It 
appearing that those of Ball Patan are the cheapest, being Es. 17f for 
the middle sort of batty the and Es. 16f the mtida for the 

rds or inferior sort, it is agreed they be accepted and the warehouse- 
keeper is directed to enter into the usual contract accordingly,^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th November 1772 : The 
article of rice being very scarce, which scarcity we apprehend will in 
a short time be greater still, eliiefly owing to the late bad crop, it 
becomes our duty to endeavour by every means in our power to 
procure as large quantities of tliat necessary ai^ticle of life as possible 
from any quarter where it may be procurable. Being informed 
that it may be got at Scindy on reasonable terms, it is resolved that 
factors be directed to procure as far as 3200 Jehandis of the middling 
sort of rice, and in order to affoi’d them an opportunity of sending a part 
of it here, it is agreed tliat our Honourable Masters^ ship the Speaker 
be despatched to Seindy purpose, as . she will bring about half 

^ Comp, of Standing' Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 90- 100. Pub. Dep, ConrCs L. Vol. 
7 of 1765-1768, 310 -an. . . . 

- Cub. Diary 53 of 1760, 188. ^ Pub. Diary. 56 of 1770, 649. 

Pub, Dep. Court’y L. Vol 9 of 1772-1777, 104 « Pub. Diary GO of 1772, 1G7, 
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ojE it, and we have not yet a sufficient quantity of pepper on the coast 
to load her home. By this means we hope she will more than save her 
demurrage. For conveying hither the remainder of the riee^ we^ sliall. 
shortly send another vessel.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation^' 1 7th May 1774: A tender 
being made of about 6000 bags of Bengal rice at its. 4 per bag for the 
amount of which bills will be taken on* the President and Council at 
Port William^ it is agreed to accept the offer as the price' is reasonable, 
and it is an article the Company are in want of. The warehouse- 
keeper is accordingly ordered to receive the riee^ taking care it be, 
equal to the musters now produced.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th July 1774: Bead advices 
from the President and Council of Port St. George wherein they repre- 
sent that they are in the greatest distress for want of rice and request 
in the strongest terms that we will send them a supply. Tlois being 
taken into consideration, it is observed that the stock of rice in this 
place is far from being very considerable and the scarcity in the ad- 
jacent countries would well justify our continuing the prohibition for- 
the exportation of that article till a further new crop comes in. Yet ‘ 
as these gentlemen have made such pressing instances fora supply 
and as the rains have been hitherto very favourable for the erop that is. 
now on the ground, it is resolved unanimously to admit of a quantity 
of rice being exported for the relief of the settlement of Madras. At 
the same time the President acquaints the Board that in coiiser 
quence of the Madras advices applications have been made to admit of 
10,000 bags of Bengal rice being exported from hence to Poi-t St. George. 
It is accordingly agreed tliat the permission requested be granted for that 
quantity only. This we hope will prove a very reasonable supply to. 
that settlement and greatly relieve their distress till they may be able, 
to procure farther stores from other places. We are of opinion that 
no larger quantity can at present with any propriety be spared fron\ 
hence till we may be at more certainty regarding the ensuing erop. 
It is not in our power to send any rice from Mangalor as the season.' 
will not admit of a vessel touching at that port for some time to come.®' 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th October 1774 : The custom 
master repoi4s that many of the merchants are desirous of 
exporting a quantity of Scindy, Bengal, and fine rice, on which he 
requests our direction. As the exportation of rice will be of some 
advantage by increasing the Company's customs and the present erop 
being so plentiful that we are under no apprehensions of being in want 
of that article, it is resolved that permission be given accordingly.^ 

Six years later Bombay again suffered from a scarcity of grain, A 
Consultation, the 9th August 1780, records: In the present scarcity 
and high price of rii^e, a Committee is appointed, consisting of the* 
warehouse-keeper and j^ombay custom master with Mr. Draper, who 
must be directed to make the necessary enquiry what quantity of liee- 
is now on the island, and the cause from whence this scarcity has arisen, 
and to report their opinion what measure will be the best adapted to. 

* Tub. Diary 62 of 1772, 1051, .2 pub. Diary 65 of 1774, 670. 

3 Pub. Diary 66 of- 1774, 529. ' ^ Pub, Diary 66 of 1774, 728. 
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lower the price thereof and that of grain in general of which there 
appears to be an ec|nal scarcity.^ 

Referring to the Committee's report, a Consultation, the I5tli 
December 1780, records: The report of the Grain Committee “(1st 
December 1780) having been separately perused by the members, it is 

now again atteiitively read and the following resolutions taken 
thereon. As Colonel Hartley has not reported what ciuantity of 
grain has been secured in the Konkan, in consequence of the orders 
sent him for that purpose, he must be called upon to acquaint us how 
far he has been able to comply with these orders. The resolutions 
of the Committee being separately considered, we entirely concur 
•with the Committee that the very high price to which rice and batty 
had some time ago risen was not owing to any real scarcity, as 
them was no deficiency in the imports compared with those of other 
years. We likewise agree with the Committee that the purchase of 
rice for Tellicherry last season gave an alarm and occasioned a run 
upon the market which made an apparent seareit 3 ^ for the time#and 
of course enhanced the price to a very high rate. We also concur 
with the Committee in the inference they have drawn of the bad 
effect which arose from the batty issued from the Company's ware- 
house .to replace the rice purchased for Tellicherry not being thimvii 
into the market and think the assistant to the warehouse-keeper 
exceedingly blameable in making a private instead of a public transac- 
tion of this business and shall censure him accordingly. It is 
ordered therefore that the purchase of rice for Tellicherry and the issue 
of batty to mplace it be made a public transaction and the difference 
arising from the sale of the rice produced from that batty be brought 
to the credit of the Company. A publication has already been issued 
in consequence of the Committee's fifth resolution which we hope will 
prevent any cause of such complaint in future, and it is further ordered 
that extracts of such parts of the Committee'^s report and resolutions 
as relate to the complaints from Kalyfe be sent to Mr. Hartley for 
his notice. In the like manner extracts of those parts which relate to 
the comjfiaints from Behipur must be sent to Captain Lendrum for 
his notice, and the Resident there must be advised of the declarations 
made by the inhabitants who we trust, now that Residency has been 
established, will have no further reason to complain of hardships. 
Resolved agreeably to the Committee's recommendation that all Com- 
pany's servants, civil military or marine, their servants or dependants as 
well at the presidency as the subordinates be strictly prohibited from 
dealing directly or indirectly in grain except on the Honourable Com- 
pany’s account, and that this prohibition be j)nbliely made known to 
the servants and to the army in general orders, as also to the officers of 
the marine. We agree with the Committee that it is very proper the 
Company should always have a sufficient stock of batty in their ware- 
house to keep do-wn the price to a moderate rate, though we think the 
quantity proposed by the Cominittee, considering the annual imports 
for seven years last past (given belotv)^ is rather too large, and that 
about half the quantity %vill be sufficient. The Company have at this 
time a large stock in warehouse and an expectation of much more. 


^ Pub. Diary 77 of 17$0, 333 - 334. 
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We have little doubt but a stock fully sufficient to ensure a cheap and 
plentiful market will from henceforth be produced from the Company's 
own share of grain in their several possessions adjacent to Bombay and 
that they will necessarily have a large quantity for sale^ and we trust 
that a proper vigilance over the export from the islands and ports in the 
Konkan with other regulations recommended by the Committee and now 
adopted will effectually prevent such scarcity and enhanced price again 
happening as was experienced last season. Pinper responsible people^ 
if any such offer and can give good , security for their discharging 
the business so as to answer the good purposes expected from it^ 
will be appointed kachards and an exclusive right given them to 
supply the markets with riee. For their encouragement they must be 
allowed the gratuity recommended by the Committee. It is resolved 
to issue a publication inviting those who can give security to our 
satisfaction to send in their names and terms.. Public market places 
for grain^ which are now wanting, must then be established in the most 
convenient situations in the different parts of the town and island.^ 

'f’he following statements show the quantity of riee and other articles 
imported into Bombay during each of the seven years ending 1780”; 

Bice and Batty Imported at Bombay Custom Home^ 1773 - 1780, 


Year. 

Bengal 

Bice. 

Manga- 
lor Rice. 

Rice, 

Unbeaten. 

Rice, 

Beaten, 

Batty. 

total 

Batty. 

August 1773 to July 177i : 

Bags. 

Robins. 

Kh. p. 

Kh. p. 

Mutlas, p. 

Mudris, p. 

Batty... 

... 




10,680 0 


Rice beaten 

... 

... 

• •fc • • 

8806 2 

7045 4 


Rice unbeaten ... 


u. 

3887 2 


2591 8 

20,323 12 

Bengal rice ... 

34,500 






Mangalor riee ... 

... 

1800 

.. ... 


,, ... 


August 1774 to July 1775 ; 







Batty ... ... 


... 




7580 12 


Rice beaten 


... 

...... 

h-m 0 

4320 16 


Rice unbeaten ... 



1600 6 


1071 3 

13,972 6 

Bengal rice 

21,000 






Mangalor rice ... 


2000 





August 1775 to July 1770 ; 







Ratty ... 

... 




8317 22 


Rice beaten 

... 

... 


3275 4 

2620 14 


Rice unbeaten ... 


... 

1830 C 


120 12 

11,058 23 

Bengal rice 

43,000 


■ .. 4 ,^, , . 




Mangalor rice ... 


1700 


' ' r'l- — 

.. ' ' 


August 1776 to July 1777 : 







Batty ... ... 


««* 



8104 13 


Rice beaten ... 




k32 3 

2985 23 


Rice unbeaten ... 



22i’6 3 


1477 22 

12,028 8 

Bengal rice 

47,000 

... 





Mangttlor /rice ... 


3000 

...... 




August 1777 to July 1778 ; 







Batty ... ... 


... 


...••• 

7979 13 


Rice l)eaten ... *.* 

... 

... 


5052 1 

4521 18 


Rice unbeaten ... 

■ ■ ... ■ 

... 

3292 1 


2194 18 

34,605 24 

Bengal rice 

10,000 

... 





Mangalor rice ... ... 

••• 

1300 





August 1778 to July 1770 ; 







Batty... 

... 

*.« 



12,012 1 


Rice beaten 

... 



3044 0 

3355 2 


Riee unbeaten ... 



4,137 C 


2758 12 , 

17,925 15 

Bengal riee 

16,000 






Mangalor rice 


1700 





August'l779 to July 1780 : 







Batt5r... 





' 6484 10 


Rice beaten 




4270 4 

.'RIIO'IO, 


Rice iiiibeaten ... 

... ^ ' 


0622 0 


■ 42«!S S" 

34,139 3 

Bengal rice 

23,760 






Mangalor rice ... ...j 


2300 






204,260 ' 

' 13,800 1 

23tS93 0 

!,VsS5,:081: 

,'v;303,745' ^16? 

103,74r> 36 


^ Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 550 -553. 

“Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 557 - 558. Forrest’s Home Series, II. 260 - 20!. 
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€hm>n UnimiM at Bombay U^lstom Rouse, 1773~17S0. 


. . Year . 

Wlieat. 

Dal. 

Mng-. 

Bajri. 

Gram. 

uaid. j 

Maliflti- 

Miisur. 

Naviie 

1 

. i 

From 1st Aiig-iist 1773 

Kh» 

p. 

Kh. 

p. 

Kh. 

P. 

Kh. r 


Kh. 

P. 

Kh. p 


Kh. 

p. 

Kh. 

p. 

kh.p. 

to ;nst July 1774 ... 
From 1st Ajigusi 1774 

3460 

0 

1666 

792 

2 

282 

4 

818 

4 

1850 

2 

612 

0 

... 


... 


... 

to 3lst July 1775 ... 
From 1st Au<,mst 1775 

1S04 

2 

5 

. 493 

0 

2080 

5 

1334 

0 

427 

2 

1 

2 

18 

5 

... 


to 31st July 177(? ... 
From 1st Auj>’ust 1770 

2869 

0 

930 

0 

541 

0 

340 

2 

4530 

5 

302: 

5 

23 

2 

... 


... 

to 81st July 1777 ... 
From 1st Auj^’-ust 1777 

2774 

5 

698 

0 

757 

5 

667 

5' 

2460 

5 i 

539 

2 

16 

0 




to 31st July 1778 ... 
From 1st August 177S 

4167 

4 

, 1571 

0 

1289 

3 

964 

2 

3213 

4 

1041 

2 

20 

5 

4 


... 

to 81st July 1779 ... 
From 1st August 1779 

8032 

3 

2016 

2, 

663 

1 

923 

7^ 

2517 

2 

572 

1 

16 

1 

54 

3 

13 1 

to 3ist July 17S0 ... 

1879 

5 . 

626 

2 

1 

579 

3 

461. 

4 

1500 

1 

432 

3 

... 


186 

r 

... 

Total 

24,993 

3 ' 

8-296 

3 

4605 

0 

6165 

6 

16,915 

3 

3926 

7 

82 

2 

259 

— 

13 1 


Year, 

Ghauli. 

Kdgli. 

Goviv. 

Jvari* 

vai. 

Tiiri* 

Vritana, 

Math. 

1 


Kh. 

p. 

Kh. 

p. 

Kh. p* 

Kh. 

P. 

Kh. p. 

Kh. p. 

Kh. 

p. 

Kb. 

P- 

Kh. p. 

From 1st August 1773 













to 31st July 1774 ... 
From ’1st August 1774 

33 

2 

414 

0 

2 0 

89 

0 

90 

2 

290 

4 

21 

2 

338 

0 

4 0 

to Jlst July 1775 ... 
From 1st Augimt 1775 

08 

0 

320 

0 


0 

5 

23 

0 

60 

0 

24 

5 

234 

0 

2 1 

to 31st July 1776 ... 
From Ist August ]77t5 

37 

0 

445 

0 


145 

2 

70 

0 

303 

6 

36 

2 

22- 

0 

5 3 

to 31.st July 3777 ... 
From 1st August 1777 

26 

0 

166 

0 


77 

2 

72 

5 

160 

0 

31 

0 

55 

6 

7 1 

to 31st July 1778 ... 
From 1st August 3778 

69 

6 

18 

0 


42- 

0 

— 


248 

1 

73 

5 

145 

1 

0 4 

to 31st July 1779 ... 
From Ist Augiwt 1779 

23 


2S0 

3 

... 

62 

6 

120 

2 

836 

7 

182 

1 

233 

4 

0 3 

to 31&t July 1780 ... 

27 

±, 

615 

4 

... 

63 

0 

12.3 

5 

274 

1 

240 

4 

336 

1 

0 8 

Total 

275 

1 

2258 

7 

2 0 

431 

7 

499 

6 

1C73 

2 

609 

3 

1143 

3 

20 5 


Batty, Rice, and Sundry Grains imported at Mdkim Custom 
liouse, 1773-1780. 


Year.:, 

Rice. 

Batty. 

Nachani 

Gram. 

Wheat. 

Gdkl. 


Kh, 

P. 

Mudus. p. 

M. p. 

Kh. 

p. 

Kh. 

P. 

Kh. 

P. 

Prom 1st August 1773 to 31st July 1774. 

43.5 

4 

2:j83 

18 

6 16 

19 

0 

23 

2 

31 

5 

From 1st Axigust 1774 to .31st Julv 177.5, 

364 

7 

1021 

8 

... 

5S 

4 

17 

4 

38 

4 

From 1st August 177.5 to .31st July 1776. 

334 

6 

2618 

3 

2 0 

25 

4 

. 2 

■4 

39 

4 

From 3st August 1776 to 31st July 1777. 

193 

2 

2010 

6 

■2 22 

19 

4 

'33 

1 

25, 

0 

Prom 3st August 1777 to 33.st Jul.y 1778. 

472 

1 

1790 

10 

■■■■ .'1 4 

28 

4 

17 

4 

15 

0 

Prom 3 at August 1778 to 3’st July 1779, 

487 

0 

249.5 

4 

12 4 

47 

4 

91 

4 

11 

3 

Prom lat August 1779 to 31st July 1780. 

601 

2 

1965 

15^ 

66 10 

56 

0 

55 

Jz 

51 

5 

Total ... 

2893 

6 

14,823 

14J 

81 6 

254 

4 

240 

7| 

215 

6 


Year, 

Dafl. 

Turi* 

V5,tiifna. 

Vafl. 

Mug. 

Bafji’i. 


Kh. p. 

Kh, p. 

Kh. p. 

Kh. p. 

Kh. p. 

Kh. p. 

From 1st August 1773 to 31st July 3774 

7 0 

34 0 

... 

8 0 

. 4 0 

1 C 

From 1st August 1774 to 31st Jul}' 1775. 

13 4 

4 4 

1 4 

1 0 

7 4 

39 6 

From 1st August 1775 to 31st July 1776. 

C 0 

8 0 

2 0 

1 0 

9 0 

■ 

From 3st August 1776 to 31st July 1777, 
From 1st August 1777 to 31st July 1778. 

12 0 

6 0 

0 2 

3 0 


r 0 

3 4 1 
7 0 ■ 

16 4 

Prom 1st August 1778 to 31st July 1779. 

6 6 

4 4 

S’ 4 

1 0 

9 1 

5 0 

From 1st ’August 1779 to Slsfc July 1780. 

15 3Ji- 

21 6 

, 8 7 

8 1 

2 6 

0 6 

Total 

65 4| 

.76 0 

1 15 7 

I . 

16 1 

42 7 

43 6 


Cliapter 

Trade. 

Grain 

Committee^ 

mo. 


JB 483-9 
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Four years later (1784) aiiotlier scarcity arose. A Consultation, the 
Stli January 1784, records : As the present scarcity of provisions of 
every sort makes it absolutely necessary that some steps should bo 
taken to induce people to import them from the Mara tlia shore and 
Salsette, it is resolved to direct the Bombay and Mdhim Custom Masters 
to be particularly careful that, except the established ones allowed the 
custom master on grain, no fees on any pretence whatever be collected 
on any species of provisions and that a notification be issued advising 
the public of the above resolution.^ 

Three months later a Consultation, the 2nd March 1784, records: 
The President represents to the Board that notwithstanding their KesO' 
lution of the 8th January for taking off the fees collected on provisions, 
great impediments arise to their importation from fees levied on the island 
of Salsette. He therefore proposes that the regulations then formed bo 
strictly attended to in every part of Salsette, Karanja, and Fort ^Tetoria, 
and earefally j)ublished throughout the sakl islands and the latter 
district. The Board entirely acqniesee with the President and. direct 
that orders be sent to the Company's agents at those places to give 
every aid and encouragement in their powder to the exportation of 
provisions to this island." 

In 1791 a regulation w^'as passed permitting only one -half of the rice 
impoided to be again exported.''^ 

The next year of scarcity was 1799. In a letter to the Private 
Secretary to Government, the Custom Master Mr. P. S. Maisier wi ites 
ist November 1799 : I find, upon a comparison with former years, that 
the price of grain now in the island is 25 to 80 per cent higher than 
is usual at this season of the year. I do not from this apprehend that 
there is danger of a seareit}^ prevailing. On the contrary, from eom« 
inunieation with some of the most intelligent natives, I am led to. 
believe that the expected supplies from the northw^ard, of wheat bdjvi 
and gram, will reduce those grains nearly to the usual medium price in 
the market and eonseqneiitl}^ that the interposition of Government in 
procuring any extraordinary supplies of those articles is not necessary. 
In respect to the article of rice the supply for the island is more 
precarious and the price liable to much variation, as the grain sellers do 
not keep any stock in wm*ehouse, the consumption for the island being 
principally furnished from the adjacent Maratha eountiy. B}'- all 
accounts the crops of rice in the Konkan are likely to be produciive. 
But if the armies continue in the neighbourhood of Poona, a great part 
of the rice that would be sent to this market wdll be sent above the 
Ghats. A supply therefore of 40,000 bags of Bengal rice for this 
market wmuld prove the meaus of keeping dowm the price of that article. 
From the failure of the periodical rains here in July and August last, 
it is said that the merchants of this place have commissioned a consider- 
able quantity'' of Bengal rice to be sent them. Supposing 50,000 or 
60,000 bags to be imported on private account, this will furnish a 
supply of 25,000 or 30,000 bags for the market, allowing as is the rule 


^ Pub, Diary S3 of 1784, 11; • 

I Comp, of Standing Ord. Vot 2 of 1769 - 1788, 179, FuT). Diary 83 of 1784, 143. 
Fnl). Diary 144 of 1709, 2827. 
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only half th 0 quantity landed to be exported. Another source of 
supply has lately been opened by the importation of rice from Mangalor. 
Hut it is hazardous to conjecture what quantity may be expected from 
that quarter as it is only the high price in this market which has 

occasioned the late inipor^^ 

On the same subject the: market clerk ]\Civ Oeorg'e Sioisoii writes to 
the Private Secretary to Government, 1st November 1799 : The present 
price of grain in the Bombay market is 25 to 30 per cent higlier than 
usual at this season of the year* The price of grain was considerablv 
culianced in August and September in consequence of the alarmino« 
drought experieneed at that time and the importation has not yet been 
siriiicicntly abundant to lower the ppee to its former standard. 1 
ammformed by the most intelligent natives here that the crops in 
Gujarat and Sind promise to this place (Bombay) a very aiujile supply 
indoiiendent of a very considerable quantity of Bengal rice expected 
from Calcutta on private account in the months of Nowunber ainl 
December. I am of opinion therefore that the interposition of Govern- 
ment is not necessary in procuring a supply of grain for this market, 
but that the regulation established in 1791 of permitting only one' 
lialf of the rice imported to be again exported, should for the present 
season be strictly adhered to*.^ 

In consequence of this letter the Bombay Government write to the 
Government of India, 1st November 1799 : Since applying under the 
lith of September*’ for a supply of rice from Bengal to guard against 
the consequences which were apprehended from the very alarmino* 
draught experienced at that period, we have the pleasure to add that an 
umxpeeted and very plentiful fall of rain on this side of India has 
removed in a great degree the fears which were then very general Iv 
entertained of an approaching famine, and that in consequence the 
crops promise Bombay an adequate supply of grain for tho^ 'present 
season/' , ■/ , ' , 

During the early years of British rule, letter from Sir J. Gayer and 
Council at Bombay to Riglit Worshipful Samuel Annesley, President, 
and Council at Surat, dated 17th April 1696, a small quantity of fine 
wlioat seems to have been all that Bombay required/ 

For forty-five years no further difficulties are recorded. Under date 
the 12tli May 1743 the Diary of the Bombay Court of Oyer and 
Termine-r lias the following entry : The bakers attend the Court com- 
plaining that the present price of wheat will not afford their making 
bread of the weight and price formerly settled. After hearing what 
they had to offer, as also after consulting the merchants with respect 
to the price of wheat, it is ordered that a loaf of' the first sort of bread 
weighing 7 ozs. and of the second sort weighing 8 ozs. shall be sold at 
3 1 pice each loaf . In case of any deficiency in weight the bakers to 



f Pub. Diavy 144 of 1799, 2837-2838. ^ Tub., Diary 144 0^799, 2826-2827*. 

Oil 8tli October 1799 tlic Govern iiieiit of India sent 30, 000 bags of rice and intimated 
that they would send 20,000 or 30,000 more in I’cferonce to Bombay Government rc(nfc‘st 
of ntli September 1799. Pub. Diary ]44 of 1799, 2825-2826* 

^ Pub. Diary 144 of 1799,. 2829, ® Sec, Out L. B. 5 of I6QM693, 67* 


Chapter II. 
Trade. 

Bene'ii] Bic.e, 
1799. 


Wheaton 

Bread, 

.I74:b 


[Historical 


Chapter II. 

Justices to 
settle the 
Price of Bretid, 
1743. 

Wheats 

1743 . 


1747. 


174B. 


68 BOMBAY' TOWN 

be subject to a penalty of Rs. £ for every ounce of bread found short 
in weiglit.V 

Three months later the same Court records: As there is freciiient 
complaint from the bakers of the size and weight of breads two of the 
Justices are empowered to settle the weight and price monthly.^ 

On the 28th October 1743, the Bombay Court of Oyer and Terminer 
write ; The bakers frequently complaining of the price of wheat which 
obliges them to increase that of bread, the Court were of opinion it would 
be best to get some person to agree for wheat at a fixe-d price for a 
certain time. The ' several merchants being ordered to attend they 
were severally asked at what price they would engage to supply the 
bakers. Gangddas Rupji^s proposal was found the lowest, namely Es, 24 
j)er khandi for the term of five months conditioned for a penalty of 
lls. 1000 on any default. The bakers to be obliged to take wheat from 
him only and if they had any complaint or objection to make of the 
wheat by him tendered, they should do it before it is carried away or 
it will not be admitted afterwards. This the Court confirmed and 
ordered that a proportionable advance be made on bread as from the 
rate of 20 to 24 nipees a khandi for wheat; the w^eight to be as 
formerly.’^ 

Tour years later pressure again set in. A Government Consultation, 
the 27th February 1747, records : Wheat being Rs. 5 per khandi deiwev 
than when we contracted for biscuit for our marine at the rate of 
Rs. 2 1 per man, it is agreed that Rs. 3 per ma7i be allowed the 
contractors till the price of the grain falls/^ 

Two months later, 14th April 1747, Government repeat: Wheat 
being grown extravagantly dear and still rising it is agreed that lls. 4 
per man be allo\ved the contractors for biscuit for thq service of the 
marine till the price becomes more reasonable.® 

Three months later, the 30th July 1747, Government repeat: The 
price of wheat being greater now than all this season and there being 
no probability of its fall for some time it is agreed that until wheat 
can be procured at a more reasonable rate, the eon tractor who suj)plies 
our cruizors with biscuit be allowed Rs. 5| the mau.® 

On the 20th October 1747 they record : The peoifie on board our 
cruizers during the great scarcity and dearness of grain this last season 
were allowed only half the usual allowances of bread the other half 
being made up to them in dal and rice. As the piice of biscuit is 
now reduced to Es. 4^ the man and is daily falling, the provisional 
marine paymaster is directed to give the seaymen their full allowance of 
broad from the 1st of next month as that will be more satisfactory to 
them.'^ 

Next year the scarcity of grain was over. On the 26tli January 
1748 Government record : The price of wheat being lately somewhat 
fallen it is agreed that the price of biscuit for the Honourable Com- 


‘ Bombay Court of Oyer and Terminer Diary .119 of 1743-1745, 8. 

2 Bombay Court of Oyer and Terminer Diary^ 2Ctb Aug. 1743, Vol, 159 of 1743 - 1745, 
14. , Bombay Court of Oyer and Terminer Diary 159 of J743 - 37 - 28, 

^ Pub. Diary 20 of .1747, &lx ^ Pub. Diary Isn. *20 of 1747, 122. 

^ Pub, Diary 20 of 1747,. 258, ' ? Pub, Diary 20 of 1747, 377 > 37S, 
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paiiy^s vessels be lowered from Rs, 41 to Rs. 3 ihQ man which is 
eonf or ixiable to the price of wheat. 

Four nionths later aiiother change was required. On the 31st May 
1718 Government resolve : Wheat being risen to Rs. 48-1-6 the khaiuH 
it is agreed that the price of biscuit be raised from Rs. 3 to Rs. 4f the 
man. Still the price is to be lowered as grain will admit, that the whole 
allowance of biscuit be continued to the Europeans in the marine.^ 

Six years brought a fresh scarcity. ‘A Government Consultation, 
the 2Stli May 1754, records : Read a petition from the barrack master, 
setting forth that the present (1754) dearness of wheat, it being at 
Rs. 40 the khancliy has occasioned a loss to him by supplying the 
military during the last fifteen days in April of Rs. 139-2-9Si, which 
he hopes the Board will ^take into consideration. The Board %ree to 
pay the sum mentioned.^ 

Twenty-eight years later at a Consultation, the 20th February 1782, 
read a letter from the attorney to the agent for victualling His 
Majesty^s squadron at Madras. As the quantity of wheat (8000 or 
1 0,000 bags) he desires to export to Madras for His Majesty'^s squadron 
there is so very large and as the exportation may greatly distress this 
settlement, it is ordered that the Custom Master lay before us an 
account of the annual importation of wheat for five 3 ^ears past that we 
may judge what proportion the quantity required bears to the consump- 
tion of this plaee.'^ 

A week later (27th February 1782) Government received the follow- 
ing abstract : 

Bomhay Wheat Trade, 1776 -1781, 


Year. 

Imports. . 

Exports. 

lit A ugiist to Slst July. 
177G-77 

1777- 78 

1778- 79 

1779- 80 

1780- 81 ... 

. 

Khantlis. 

2744 

41G7 

8032 

1879 

6392 

. 

Khandis, 

1153 

870 

1859 

390 

2814 


At a Consultation of the same date they record : As it appears from 
the above abstract that there is now on the island a quantity nearly 
efpxal to one year'^s consumption, as the season when the chief imports 
are made is now just approaching, and as the supply required must be 
of great importance to the squadron, it is agreed to send directions to 
the Chief and Council at Janibusar to give permission to Mr. Callander 
to purchase the quantity required for the Madras squadron unless tliey 
should find the produce of the crops will not admit of such an export 
without injury to the public and enhancing the price. They should 
also direct Mr. Callander to make the purchase with all possible caution 
to prevent alarm.^ 
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To tlie supply of Gram the following references have been traced. 
On the 24th August 1677 Bombay wrote to Surat : W^e have not a 
pound of gram for the horses which puts them very muoh out of ease. 
Therefore please to send us in one of the shibars 50 khandis. Our 
want proceeds from the king^s (the Moghahs) strict prohibition that 
no corn should be carried out of his country.^ 

Nine years later, 2nd December 1686, Mr. J. Wyboriie Deputy 
Governor and Council at Bombay, to His Excellency and Council at 
Surat, repeats the same complaint : We are in great want of gram 
for the horses wMeh makes us desire- a supply of about 100 bags may 
be sent by next convoy. This will serve us some time.^ 

Forty years later (1728) a difficulty rose in regard to gram. A 
Consnltatioii, ' the 81st May 1728, records : The Moody, or general 
Parsi agent of Government, also represents his cas.e in supplying gram 
for the Honourable Company's cattle. This he has hitherto charged no 
liigher than at the rate of Rs. 18 the khancii pice money according to 
the contract made with the Honourable President for supplying it in 
former years. But, through the great scarcity of last season, the j^riee 
rising so considerably that the last he purekasecl was at Rs. 21 the 
hhandi rupee money, he lays before the Board the rates he purchased 
for since April 1727 to the ultimo of last April, whereby does accrue '' 
to him by the difference he has , paid for it and what eharged to, 
the Honourable Company a real loss of Rs. 855-2-67 ; besides what 
he suffers in redelivering and what is destroyed by vermin. He 
therefore humbly prays our consideration to make him such allowance 
as we shall deem Just and reasonable. The President then informs 
the Board that in 1T22 when the price of grain was settled with 
the Moody_, it was for no longer than one year and then ta be renewed 
yearly as the price should rise or fall. That after 1723 the price 
continued rising, though not very considerably, until the last season 
during which time the Moody has several times sought to be relieved 
in this article of gram. To this he bade the Moody have patience, 
expecting the same might have again so considerable a fall that there 
might be no occasion to make an alteration in the price it has from 
that time been eharged at. The result proving otherwise, and the price 
of all grain in general likely for some time to come to continue liigb^ 
ho tliinks the Moody ought to have a reasonable consideration. The 
rest of the Board being of the same opinion it is agreed that the sum 
of Rs. 800 be allowed the Moody for what he suffered in the supply 
of that article to the ultimo last April, and that he be allowed Rs. 21 
a hhandi for what gram he supplies the service withal from that time 
until other gium is importedL wliieh is not expected until February or 
March next, when the price is to be anew settled with him according 
as it shall then govern.^ 

Nine years later, 4th May 1737, a Consultation records: The Surat 
Chief and factors have supplied us with what sepoys and live eattlc 
they could get, but our orders arrived too late for their sending gram. 
They will provide a quantity in readiness at Gaiidevi to be sent ns 
by the first conveyance after the rains> 


Jfatemls.] 


AND ISLAND. : ; : n 

The 20th February 1750, a Coiisnltation records: Being in want of 
gram, it is agreed tliat the Chief and factors at Surat be directed to 
jnirclmsG 200 khaudis at Jambiisar as soon as possible if the same is to 
]>e had so as to turn out with charges about Rs. 18 the Mmndid 

A Coiisiiltation, the 8th November 1768/ records: The powder- 
house compaittee represent that they have had an offer of being 
supplied with gram at Rs. 11 the khandi for one year or at the rate of 
Rs. 13 for three years. The first is accepted and the contract ordered 
to ]>e concluded.^ 

To Ghi or Clarified Butter only one refei'ence has been traced. On 
the 12th May 1696 Bombay writes to Surat: If any opportunity 
should present before the rains_, we would have you send us half a 
dozen or half a score duffers or leather cases oi ghi it being very 
scarce on the island.^ 

To Oil the following in a Government Consultation, the 2Sth 
Feluuaiy 1741, is the only reference: Oil expended in the several 
oulfoits and garrisons amounting to Rs. 15 9 1-, arises from an established 
usual quantity allotted monthl}^ to each jilaee. Less than this cannot 
sufliee. The amount admits of no alteration,^ 

To Wood ihe following is the only reference, A Consultation, the 
5 I'll May 1739, records: Being in great apprehensions of wanting 
wood for the use of this island, it is resolved that a competent number 
of boats be sent to Anjanvel ^to procure v hat can be got there; and 
that if necessary a galley be appointed to convoy the boats/' ‘ 

A letter from Surat, the 8th February 1076, seems to show that at 
the time of transfer Bombay was, or was believed to be, well supplied 
with Fruit. The Surat Coinieil write : The governor of Surat, Saved 
Mahmud, and several eminent peTsons have desired us to send for 
some good watermelons, and of the best black and wliite grapes, 
especially black grapes of the long sort, together with whatsoever 
excellent fruit is procurable in Bombay, Bandra, and places adjacent 
which ive find are very acceptable here. Fail not therefore to send us 
some good quantities of said melons and grapes by every boat that 
comes up. When ^mu have no boats bound this way hire a boat on 
purpose and send the melons and grapes up to us ; and pass the charge 
to the Companj^^s account in regard nothing can better please those great 
men than such sort of fruit.® 

In 1769 measures were adopted for cheapening and improving the 
supply of fruit. The 19th August 1769 Mr. Alexander Callander 
Clerk of the Peace, wwote to the President and Council : The Grand 
J ury at the last Sessions of Peace held for this town and island of Bombay^^ 
having represented to the Court of Sessions then sitting that they 
apprehended many good consequences for the gain of the island and 
lienefit of the inhabitants in general by a republieation of all the sundry 
publications and regulations issued by your Honours’^ predecessors in the 


^ Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 71. • ® 51 of 17G8, 598. 

3 vSee. Out/h. B. 5 of 1694-1696, 91. * PttK Diary 14 of 1740-41, 104. 

5 Pub. Diary 12 of,l739, JG7- 16S. 

Surat Pact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1 675-76, 73. IforresPs Home Senes, 1. 84. - 
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months of September 1757 and November 1759^ I am directed by the 
Court to request that your H oiiours will^ if 3^011 approve thereof^ pause the 
same to be repiil)lislied as aforesaid, together with the rates of labour 
and hainalage settled by a committee of your Board under the 13tli, 
February 1768^ adding that no servant should leave his master without 
a montlFs warning first given, and in like manner every master shall 
give his servant either a month^s warning or a month^s v'ages. As 
it appeared to the said Court that many articles of provision, parti- 
cularly fruit and greens, are greatly exhausted by the Parsis going over 
to the other side and there engrossing the same, they have especially 
to request that a publication may be issued to prevent this abuse, and 
that all customs or fees collected on the importation of any provisions 
fruit or greens maj^ be entirely abolished. They have also further to 
request that two large sheds may be built within the town walls for 
the puljlic markets to be held in, one for meat and fowls and another 
for fruit and greens, in such convenient parts of the town as your 
Honours ma^^' judge most proper ‘for the purpose. They have to 
request that jmur Honours will please to order the public roads of tlie 
island in general and the streets of the town to be properly repaired 
at the Honourable Company'^s expense.^ 

On these different suggestions, at a Consultation . the 26th August 
1769, the Board remark: Read the above letter from the Clerk of the 
Peace, recommending, b}" order of the Court of Sessions, sundry points 
to our consideration, on wliieh the following resolutions are come to, the 
necessary orders to be issued in consequence. The several publications 
issued in September 1757 and November 1759, with the rates of laboxir 
and liamalage settled in February 1768 are ordered to be republished. 
Should tradesmen or others refuse to adliere thereto complaint is to be 
made to the Clerk of the market as also of all other abuses relative to the 
market when the Clerk, either by himself, or by application from him to 
any of His Majesty Justices of the Peace, will afford redress to the q)arty 
aggrieved. A publication likewise to be issued against the Parsis going' 
to the other side and engrossing provisions particularly fruit and 
greens, and all fees on the two last mentioned articles to be abolished. 
But as the custom master and clerk of the market lose a considerable 
advantage thereb}’^, it is agreed in lieu thereof to permit of a fee of 
two annas per bale on the import of cotton three-fifths to be given 
to the Bombay Custom Master, one-fifth to the Mahini Custom 
Master, and one-fifth to the Clerk of the market. Two large 
sheds to be built within the town walls for the public markets to 
be held in, one for meat and fowls, the other for fruit and greens 
and a constable to attend the sheds with an allowance of a quarter of 
a rupee a day. No servant to leave his master without a month^s 
warning, and no master to discharge his servant without a month^s 
warning or a month-^s wages. The public roads are now repairing 
and the streets are under the care of the scavenger who must repair 
them, the charge being defrayed by the land paymaster,^ 

Next year, 7th November 1770, a Consultation records: Read a 
letter from the Clerk of the Peace by order of His Majesty^s Justices, 


^ Pub. Diary 54, of 1 769,, 647 -648., s 54 03 ^ . 
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recommending* that a market may be established without the gates for 
greens upon the same footing as that within^ which is agreed to.-^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 1 Sth February 1 7 72 ^ Read a 
letter from the Bench of His Majesty^s Justices recommending that 
the present stated prices on fruit and greens be taken off which they 
believe will be the means of the market being better supplied. It is 
therefore agreed to try the same for three months to commence the 1st 
of next month, of which due notice must be given. At the same time 
the dealers must be required to sell the fruit and greens at the 
public market as heretofore.^ 

In 1803 the following correspondence took lolace regarding tlie 
rebuilding of the Fort greens and mutton markets destroyed in the 
gTeat fire : Letter from Mr. Simon Halliday Clerk of the market, 10th 
May 1803, to Mr. John Hector Cherry President, and Members of the 
Town Committee. The near approach of the rains and the probability 
of no final arrangements being adopted for rebuilding the town before 
tliat period, induce me to apply to your committee for permission to 
build, subject when required to be removed, a temporary shed covered 
with tiles on the ground occupied by the late green market so as to 
shelter from the inclemency of the weather that useful and necessary 
class of 2 )Cople the fruit and vegetable dealers.^ 

Letter from Mr. James Hallett Secretary to the Town Committee, 
11th May 1803, to Mr, James Axagnstus Grant Secretary to Govern- 
ment ; I am directed by the Town Committee to request you will 
submit to the Honourable the Governor in Council the accompany- 
ing copy of an application from the Clerk of the market with their 
opinion, tlaat the public convenience wiU be much assisted by a 
compliance therewith the more particularly as Mr, Halliday pledges 
himself that the building shall be removed at any time when required.^ 

Bombay Government Diary ISfh May 1803: The above recom- 
mendation w^as yesterday acquiesced in on the ground of the proposed 
market being a public work and less liable to abuse under the cliarge of 
the Clerk of the market than if in piiyate hands. At the same time 
the committee was informed that Mr. Halliday was to be responsible 
that not a single piece of matting nor a single post of timber shall 
on any pretext be used on this structure but that the supporters be 
constructed of brick or stone.^ 

In reply, the 17th May 1803, Mr. Simon Halliday Clerk of the 
market, addressed John Hector Cherry President and Members of the 
Town Committee : I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Secretary's letter of yesterday^s date enclosing copy of a letter from the 
Secretary to Government of the 12th instant being in reply to my 
application of the 1 0th to your committee for permission to erect a 
temporary shed during the rains for the fruit and green sellers on the site 
of the late mai*ket place. I am sorry to observe that under the existing 
circumstances I do not think I can avail myself of the permission 
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3 Pub, Diary 174 of 1803, 1938-39. 
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granted by the Honourable the Governor in Oouncil to erect the 
temporary shed alluded to without not only ineuning more expense 
than it would be jirudent for me to be at ; but also that the near 
approach of the rains will preclude me from procuring a sufficient 
number of workmen necessary to complete the unclertaking* in time. I 
must therefore lay it aside and in lieu thereof beg leave to suggest to 
the committee that the evil may stilly I thinks be remedied by removing* 
the market to that spot of ground in the Parsi baz4r known by the 
name of the Governor's old horse stable. There are at present 
temporary buildings sufficient with a small expense to answer the 
purpose wanted. I humbly submit that this spot cannot be turned 
to a more useful or better account than that of a permanent public 
market which with a little arrangement can in my opinion be made to 
answer the purposes both of a mutton and of a vegetable market. At 
present the ground is occupied only by a few mutton butchers^ a cooper^ 
and a chair-maker who says he is under the barrack master. There are two 
openings into this place, one from the Parsi bazar street and the other 
from Punch House lane, by which the meat and vegetable mai'kets may 
be kept perfectly distinct ; and there is a small house at the gateway in 
the Parsi bazar which would answer remarkably well for the constable 
who superintends the market to reside in. There is also a well within the 
premises which would afford water sufficient to keep the place sweet 
and clean. Should this suggestion meet with the approbation of the 
committee and ultimately with that of the Honourable the G overnor in 
Council, many persons would be glad to erect the market upon any 
fixed plan without b^ing an expense to Government.^ 

This proposal was considered by Government and the following entry 
made the 20th May 1803: The suggestion submitted in the above 
letter with respect to converting the spot of ground known in the bazar 
by the name of the Governor's old horse stable into a site for a mutton 
and veg'^e table market was on the 19tli approved and the committee 
authorized to direct the clerk of the market to proceed accordingly.” 

The following papers relate to the supply of Meat for Bombay : 

Bombay Government Consultation 6th July 1720 : The President 
acquainted the Board that this meeting is occasioned by several complaints 
that have been made to him both from the English and Black inhabitants, 
the one for want of provisions the other that their fowls ducks and 
other animals are taken a^vay by force. He proposes as the most likely 
method to remedy these complaints that a proclamation be issued 
positively forbidding all persons whatsoever to take anything* by force, 
and ordering the vereadores to supply the market (for the use of 
English inhabitants) as follows, every Saturday with two cows, every 
Monday and Thursday with goats, and every Wednesday and Friday 
with fish ; and likewise directing all persons that want fowls or ducks 
to send to the vereadores for them, who shall supply them, if proeumble, 
at the following mtes ; For a grown fowl 15 dugdnis (24 a^.), for a 
grown duck 18 dugdnis (3 as.), and so in proportion for small ones. 


If ub. Biary m of 1803, 20M47. 

^ Pub. Biary 174 of 1803, 2946-47. For fish supply and markets see below Fisheries. 
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Tills is approved ancithe Secretary is ordered to get ready a proclamation 
to that purpose.^ Nest day (7tli July 1720) the Secretary drew out 
and published a proclamation according to the above order o£ Conncih^ 

Bombay Government Consultation 18th May 1733: Mr. Henry 
Kelletj marine paymaster, represents that whereas he -was allowed to 
charge formerly 5 pice a lb. for all beef supplied the Honourable 
Company's vessels, that the alteration that has been lately made from 
72 pice to SO for a rupee is 11 per cent to his prejudice ; and cattle 
being now dearer and much more deficient to be had than ever, he 
desires the liberty of this Board to charge for the future 5 pice for 
each pound of beef. This is agreed to.^ 

A Consultation of the 14th September 17S3 show’-s that in this year 
the difficulty of proper supplies extended to almost all hinds of animal 
food : It being represented by the land and marine paymasters that 
through the extraordinary dearth and scarcity of fowls mutton and ldd, 
proper for the soldiers and sailors that are sick in the hospital when 
they are upon recovery, it is impossible for the undertaker who supplies 
the hospital to afford such nourishment or diet for the price that has 
been usually paid him, namely 12 pice a day; and the want of such 
daily supplies occasions clamour and complaint from the sick people ; 
and as we are truly sensible of the reasonableness of this inf oimation 
and that without such diet and proper nourishment the sick recover 
very slowly if at all, it is agreed therefore that the land and marine 
paymasters allow the undertaker that provides the hospital with 
provisions three pice extraordinary per day for each person, and that 
they charge the same in their monthly accounts to eliarges extraordinary, 
the 12 pice formerly paid being stopped out of the pay of the sick.^ 

In 1737 a further advance in the price of beef gave rise to the 
follomng eorrespondeiiGe : Letter from Captain Thomas Stoneham, 
Purser Marine, Bombay 24th June 1737. Provisions and other 
necessaries being at present much dearer than usual, I have made an 
estimate of their prices which are as follows : 

1. Billet wood bought since March last, exclusive of servants 
wastage and other charges cost Es. 2 per mille. 

2. A hog weighing about 60 lbs. cost Rs. 3| ; feeding it to 
prevent it giving the flux being otherwise full of oil, Rs. ; cooly 
hire, res 50 (2 as.) ; total Rs. 5-0-50. Pork amounts to 7 pice per lb, 
exclusive of servants and other charges. 

3. A bullock weighing about 130 lbs. cost Rs. 9 ; straw 6 
bundles per day or 180 bundles a month at Rs. 16 the thousand, 
amounts to Rs, 2-3-50 ; total Rs* 11-3-50. Beef amounts to pice 7|- 
the pound exclusive of servants and other charges. 

If the beef and pork are salted it costs half a pice the pound more. 
During the rains (June July August and September) the cattle ought 
to be fed with a little grain, besides straw, to keep them in any tolerable 
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^Puh. Diary 1 of 1720, 107. Forrest’s Home fc'crics, II, 2.3-24. 
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meat, which cannot be done for less than one pice the pound. But foi- 
this last commodity there is at present not any -to he liad. I therefore 
hope you will please to consider of a convenient place in order to send 
a cooper, casks &c. and. likewise, if you think proper, I shall very 
readily go myself that there may be a sufficient quantity procured 
asrainst the eruizers are to sail,^ 

'.O' 

Bombay Government Consultation, 24tli June 1737: Read the 
above letter from Captain Thomas Stoneham, Purser Marine, setting 
forth that through the great scarcity of all kinds of provision, he cannot 
possibly furnish beef pork and wood at the stated prices ; they actually 
standing him in 50 per cent more and upwards. The consideration of 
the same is deferred till we can more particularly inform ourselves of 
the prices of the several articles of provisions.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th July 1737 ; Having, upon 
inquiry made concerning the price of beef and other articles of provisions, 
reason to believe that the Purser Marine cannot afford to supply those 
mentioned in liis letter of 24^th June at less than they are computed, 
we must agree to permit him to charge them at those rates while the 
present scarcity continues, namely, billet wood at Rs. 2 per mille j beef 
at pice 7 J per pound ; and j)ork at i>iee 7 per pouiuL^ 

Three years later (1740) the corresx^ondence was resumed: Letter 
from Mr. Thomas Stoueham, 15th August 1740. In obedience to 
your commands of the 5th instant for proposals to renew the agreement 
for supplying the several articles to be provided for the marine, which 
at present are as follows : 

1. Beef at 71^ pice per pound. 

2. Billet wood at Rs. 2| per mille. 

3. Salt-fish at Rs. 5 per corge. 

4. Tallow at Rs. 4 per man, 

5. Straw at R,s. 3| per 100 bundles. 

I accordingly hope your Honours are of opinion that the above prices 
and former conditions are as low and reasonable as they possibly cam 
for the year ensuing, considering the losses sustamed and also the 
additional charges often imposed by our neighbours.^' 

Bombay Government Consnltation of 15th August 1740: It occurs to 
the Board that the price of the beef (wliich is far the most considerable 
article) is rather too high and might probably from other hands be had 
something under the purser marine's rate. But a,s the Honourable 
Company seem to give this person the preference in supplying* their 
marine, we apprehend it will be agreeable to them that we fix with 
him upon the best conditions he will afford. In order to settle the 
same the purser marine is called in and acquainted by the President 
that considering the advantages that he reaps in his salary and 
other mse, it was expected he vrould have lowered his rates. To 
this he answers and objects the growing impositions of t.he Marathas 
on all exports of cattle, .and other expenses in salting, so tliat with 
justice to himself he cannot possibly afford lowering the price, and 
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therefore positively refuses to renew Ms contract at less. The other 
articles the Board is satisfied are i^retty moderate and reasonable ; and 
on the whole agreed to accept and renew the contract for one year on 
the terms specified in the said letter.-^ 

The same rates and arrangements were continued in 1741.3 

The records of the^ four years ending 1752 contains the following 
references to Gujarat beef: Bombay Government Diary^ 4th January 
1748. Although the beef for the eruizers provided at Cambay will 
turn out dearer than last season, it will be much cheaper than if 
provided at Surat 

Bombay Government Diary, 28th March 1748 : There came to hand 
a letter from the Chief at Surat to the President purposely to advise 
that since close of the general letter 60 casks of salt beef had been 
received, from Cambay which he now sends hither on the grabs.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 17th January 1752: Being in 
want of beef for our marine, and Cambay being the only place at present 
that it can be provided at, it is agreed that a letter be sent to Mr. Shaw 
directing him to salt up as much as can be procured for which purpose 
we shall now send up saltpetre and a salter and cooper and direct the 
committee at the Bar to forward as many casks as can be spared from . 
the vessels.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 4th March 1752 : In regard to 
our oj’ders concerning salting up beef, the season was so far advanced 
that the Chief of Cambay liad wfith great difficulty provided and sent to 
the gentlemen at Surat Bar 24 live cows though they desired 250, but that 
he expected to get between 20 and 30 more in a shoi't time; that the 
famine which had raged there for two or three years had occasioned a 
great scarcity of cattle but that he would procure as many as possible.^ 

The 1758 records, Court of Directors'^ letter of 12th May 1758 
paragra])h 31, contain the following reference to imports from Europe: 
We send beef and pork agreeable to your indent. If any part proves 
bad, }'ou must describe the condition and give us the marks and numbers 
of fho casks, as you did by that consigned to you in the Ilectov, that, 
if tliere shall appear a reason for it, we may know where to apply for 
satnfaetion.'^ 

A Consultation of 29th September 1767 shows that the settlement 
of Port Victoria in llatn^giri to some extent fulfilled the object for 
which it had been established : The^ marine paymaster now lays before 
the Board an account by which it appears 112,925 pounds weight of 
salt meat will be required for the service of the ensuing season. As 
that salted last year at Fort Victoria turned out better tlian that 
provided at Cambay, it is directed that immediate orders be sent to the 
factors there to prepare for salting up the above quantify i£ so much 
can be procured. If not, they must immediately advise us that we may 
take measures for procuring it elsewhere,® 


J Tub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 317. ^ Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 321, 315. 

3 Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 10. ^ Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 118. 

s Fub. Diaiy 25 of 1752, 26. ^ Pub. Diary 25 of 1752, 85-86. 

y Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 5 of 1757 ■ 1761, 93. » Pub, Diary 49 of 1767, 531. 
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* Section IH. — Prices, 1676-1781. 

The following extracts relate to prices chiefly of local supplies : 


Scarlets and fine greens Bs. 10 
the yard. 

Broadcloth coarse Bs. 2f the yard. 
Cloth rashes Bs. the yard. 
Perpetuaiioes Es. 20 the piece. 
Quicksilver Bs. 45 the mmu 
Vermilion Bs. 10 do. 

Lead Bs. 2i do. 

8 Copper Bs. 18 do. 

A Consultation of the 27 th 


9 Alum Bs. the mcm. 

10 Iron Rs. 2| do. 

11 Tin Bs. 11 do. 

32 Bediead Bs. 2J do. 

13 Guns Bs. 3 do. 

14 Anchors Rs. 4 . do. 

15 Cordage Ks. 9 the cwfc. 

16 Tar at Bs. 13 the baiTel. 

17 Pitch at -Bs. 13 the barrel.^ 

November 1741 records : In 


eon- 

sec[uenee of the order made last meeting that the Moodys should 
this day enter upon a contract for the several articles to be furnished 
the ensuing year, reckoning the same to commence the Lst instant, they 
now attend. Being called in, many arguments are used on their 
part against any reduction of the prices stipulated in their former 
agreement. On the other hand reference is made to the present course 
of the markets at this place as also to the last received priee current 
from Surat. From all this the Board resolve .with the consent of the 
said Moodys to fix the following rates for the under-specified articles 
during the term above mentioned 


Articles. 

1 Almonds 

Es. 

5 

qrs. 

0 

res, 

0 

the Bombay man. 

2 Baskets, small ... 

0 

0 

11 

each. 

3 Bengal rope ... 

3 

2 

28 

the Bombay maw. 

4 Cotton ... ... 

5 

0 

0 

do. 

5 Khichadi 

1 

1 

b 

the Surat man* 

6 Cotton yarn ... 

8 

0 

0 

the Bombay man. 

7 Cinnamon, the best sort ... 

4 

0 

0 

the pound. 

8 Charcoal 

0 

1 

0 

the basket. 

9 Cambay paper... 

7 

2 

0 

the ream. 

10 China root 

7 

0 

0 

the Bombay mayi* 

11 Camphor, China refined ... 

2 

0 

0 

the pound. 

12 Kimdis 

0 

0 

30 

each. 

13 Cocoamit oil ... ... 

4 

0 

0 

the Bombay 

14 Dangri cloth 21J covits of 
f yard each^ breadth 26 
inches ... ... 

2 

3 

0 

the piece. 

15 Hanpn small bags ... 

0 

0 

30 

the bag. 

16 Ddl ... ... 

1 

1 

0 

the Siira;t man. 

17 Banmier 

2 

3 

0 

the Bombay man. 

18 Earthen pots ... ... 

0 

0 

25 

the pot. 

19 Fine fec/iadi... ... 

1 

2 

0 

the Surat man* 


5 Surat to Court 22ud Sept. 1676, Surat Pact. Out. L. B. 2 o£ 1075-76, 202. Forrest’s 
Home Series, 1. 104. 

2 The appointment o£ the Moodys was in the following terms : The Honourable John 
Home, President and Governor, dotli by these presents constitute and appoint you 
Hiriji Jiji, Bhikaji Jiji, andAbinekji Jiji jointly to be Moodys to the Honourable the 
United English East India Company at Bombay for providing and supplying the 
several out-offices and vessels belonging to the said place with all such necessaries 
as are usually furnished by a moody. Of these you are to beep a sufficient stock by 
you of what are good ; and likewise you are hereby invested with the sole power of 
so doing for which this shall be your patent. >Sealed with the seal of the aforesaid 
Honourable Company and given under iny hand in Bombay Castle this . . . day of April 
1738. Sec. Out. L, B. 8 of 1734-1741, 3. 
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Articles, 

Rs, 

qrs. 

res. 


20 GU 

6 

1 

0 

the Bombay ma 7 h 
the Mwidi* 

21 Grain 

14 

0 

0 

,22 Green wax-cloth 

0 

3 

0 

the covut. 

23 jffaf/d^yellow orpiment) .. 

10 

0 

0 

the Bombay ma)i. 

24 Hemp ■ ■... ' ... 

2 

2 

0 

do. 

25 Honey 

4 

2 

0 

do* 

2(3 Indigo 

14 

0 

0 

do. 

2 7 Jdgri^ Gill 01 ^ Raw Sugar . , , 

2 

0 

0 

do. 

28 Licorice ... 

3 

3 

0 

do. ' 

29 Milk 

1 

3 

64 

do. 

30 Oil 

3 

1 

0 

do. 

31 Onions 

0 

3 

0 

do. 

32 Quicksilver 

4 

2 

0 

the pound. 

33 Rice 

1 

0 

0 

the Surat 7nan» 

34 Red eai*th ... 

1 

1 

0 

the Bombay mem. 

35 Red waxcloth 

0 

2 

50 

the covit of | of a yard. 

36 Eedlead 

5 

2 

0 

the Bombay man. ‘ 

37 Sugar 

3 

2 

0 

do. 

38 Soap 

3 

0 

0 

do. 

39 Saniioes as per muster 16 
covits of J of a yard each, 

1 yard broad 

3 

0 

0 

the piece. 

40 Sugarcandy ... 

7 

0 

0 

the man* 

41 Thread 

28 

0 

0 

do. 

42 Varnish 

20 

0 

0 

do. 

43 Vermilion 

4 

2 

0 

the pound. 

44 Verdigris as per muster, 

Surat 

1 

3 

0 

do. 

Verdigris as per muster, 

Europe 

1 

0 

0 

do. 

45 -Wax 

14 

0 

0 

the Bombay 7na.n. 

46 Whitelead 

5 

2 

0 

do. 

47 Wood oil 

7 

3 

0 

do. 

48 W'ood 

2 

0 

0 

the thousand. 

49 W^hite wax-cloth 

0 

2 

50 

the covit.^ 

50 Rosewater 

2 

O' 

0 

the dask. 


Comparing the prices with those of the former year (1740)^ and allow- 
ing the quantities to he expended the same as then^ we have the pleasure 
to observe a saving will arise of Its. 2£3S 2 qrs. 89 res. The article of 
bread was usiially supplied by the Moody, and the last season charged 
at 2 1 the man^ though now indeed he offers to engage at 2}, at which 
rate Mrs. Tranter widow of Mr. Tranter, also is willing to contract. 
And here it is remarked that her late husband, whose employ at home 
was biscuit-baking, though sent out by our Honourable Masters in 
quality of au ensign, yet he had been permitted to carry on his trade 
and which has since been continued by his widow, by which means she 
is possessed of all requisite conveniences for the business. The Board, 
in consideration of her family and the offer she makes being equally 
low with that of the Moody, agreed that she have the furnishing the 
bread, namely, at the rate of 2|: the man by which as before remarked 
with respect to the other articles, a gain on this alone will accrue of 
ils. 2107 2 qrs. 5 res. which added to the above will make a net 
saving on the whole of Rs. 4346 and 94 res.^ 


^ Cov'id (written also covit and coveed) is an Tndo- Portuguese form of tlie Portu- 
guese cQvado a cubit or ell. The Surat lesser covid is 27 inches English and the greater 
covid is 30 inches. Hobson* Jobson, 207. 2 p^| 3 ^ Diary 14 of 1740-41, 474 - 470. 
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Regarding similar rates six years later a Coiisultation, the Sth May 
1747j records : The Moody having delivered in proposals for supply- 
ing the Honourable Company with sundry articles for one year as usual^ 
the same now are examined and being approved ai*e as follows i 


Articles. 

ESd qrs. 

res. 


1 Almonds 

... 4 

1 

50 

the man. 

2 Baskets small ... 

... 0 

0 

11 

eacli. 

Si Bengal rope 

... mt 

given. 

the man. 

4 Cotton 

... 5 

1 

0 

do. 

5 Khickadi , 

... 1 

3 

0 

do. 

6 Cotton yarn 

8 

i 

0 

do. 

7 Cinnamon 

... 4 

0 

0 

tlie pound. 

8 Charcoal 

... 0 

1 

0 

the basket. 

9 Cambay paper ... 

... 0 

2 

0 

the quire. 

10 China root 

... 7 

0 

0 

the man. 

11 Camphor 

... 1 

2 

50 

the pound. 

12 Cocoanut oil ... 

... 4 

1 

0 

the man. 

13 KumUs 

... 0 

0 

30 

each. 

14 Dangri cloth ... 

... 2 

3 

0 

the piece. 

15 Earthen pots ... 

... 0 

0 

25 

ea(‘.}i. 

16 Yme khicJiadi ... 

... 2 

3 

50 

the man. 

17 Ghi 

... 10 

0 

0 

do. 

18 Green wax-cloth 

... 0 

3 

0 

the covit. 

19 Haridl 

... 19 

0 

0 

the man. 

20 Hemp 

... 2 

2 

0 

do. 

21 Quicksilver 

... 3 

0 

0 

the pound, 

22 Indigo .»• 

... 0 

2 

40 

do. 

23 Licorice *»• 

... 6 

2 

0 

the man. 

24 Bice 

... 1 

2 

0 

do. 

25 Bed earth 

... 1 

1 

0 

do. 

26 Red wax- cloth ... 

... 0 

2 

50 

the covit. 

27 Eosewater 

... 2 

0 

0 

the flask. 

28 Sugar 

... 3 

2 

0 

the nia7i. 

29 Soap 

... 3 

2 

0 

do. 

30 Sannoes 

... 3 

2 

0 

the piece* 

31 Sugarcaiidy 

... 6 

3 

0 

the man. 

32 Thread 

... 1 

0 

0 

the pound. 

33 Varnish 

... 21 

0 

0 

the man. 

34 Vermilion 

... 3 

2 

0 

the pound. 

35 Europe verdigris 

... 1 

0 

0 

do. 

36 Wax 

... 14 

0 

0 

the man. 

37 Wliitelead ... 

^ ... Not 

given. 

do. 

38 Wood oil 

... do. 


do.** 

39 White wax-cloth 

... 0 

2 

50 

the covit. 

40 Surat verdigris 

... 2 

0 

0 

the pound. 

41 Onions 

... 0 

2 

0 

the man. 

42 Milk 

... 2 

0 

0 

do. 

43 Jingelly oil 

... 4 

1 

0 

do. 

44 Honey ... 

... 4 

0 

0 

do. 

45 Jdgri^ Qul or Baw Sugar 

... 2 

2 

0 

do. 


As it is expected that ghi will be cheaper at the opening of the 
season^ it is agreed that the price be again settled about four months 
hence. It is therefore directed that the sum of Ks. 5000 be advanced 
the Moody to be deducted out of his monthly accounts as usual.^ 
Accordingly four months later^ the 12th September 1747, the Board 
direct : The price of ghi having risen greater since we contracted with 
the Moody, in Consultation the Sth of May, to supply the Honourable 


' Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 162 - iC3. 
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Company at tlie rate of Rs. 10 the man for the term of four months^ 
it is agreed that he be allowed Rs. 18 the man from that time until 
the price lowers/ 

Letter from His Majesty^s Justices to the President^ 27tli August 
1770 : We are to acquaint you that the Parsis and others having 
offered to supply the island with provisions agreeable to the enclosed 
rates settled by yonr Honourable Board on the 20th September 1757/ 
we are of opinion they should have free liberty to go to the adjacent 
countries to purchase them and that ihe prohibition forbidding it 
should be taken off. That it appears many people under pretence of 
dieting persons or dressing victuals for them do keep tippling houses 
both within and without the town, which is not only very prejudicial 
to the community in general by encouraging gaming and other vices 
and may also be productive of many robberies. We therefore request 
your Honour will order a publication to be issued by beat of drum 
strictly ordering all persons wl:o keep dieting houses to give in their 
names monthly to a bench of His Majestv'^s Justices in order that their 
houses may be duly visited by a peace officer whenever judged necessary. 
This we are of opinion may prevent the abuses which for want of 
such a regulation are at present generally complained of 

On receipt of the above letter, the 28th August 1770, the Bombay 
Council observe : Read the above letter from the Bench of His 
Majesty’s Justices enclosing a set of regulations for fixing the prices of 
provisions which are approved and ordered to be carried into execution, 
and a publication to be issued accordingly ; after which, should any 
one be detected in charging more, a justice of peace on a regular 
complaint being made will fine such offenders at his discretion. A 
publication must also be issued requiring all those who keep dieting 
houses to give their names monthly agreeable to what the Bench 
recommends/ 

Court of Directors^ letter 19th March 1778 paragraph 46: We 
read with great concern in the 16th para of your letter of 22nd 
December 1776, that almost every article of grain and j^rovisions at 
Surat was 50 per cent and some articles 100 per cent above the Bombay 
prices. Although we fully approve of yonr recommendation to the 
Nabob of Surat to modei’ate the duties collected on the necessaries of 
life and to increase them on superfluities and articles of luxury, yet as 
the result of your enquiry has not convinced us that so great an excess 
in the prices of provisions at Surat could have been occasioned by the 
duties levied on articles specified in the report of the Chief and Council, 
and as we have no idea that prices so exorbitant could have been of long 
standing or that a considerable advance could have happened without 
adequate and evident causes, we therefore direct that you further 
investigate the subject. Particularly that you ascertain the time 
when the advance of prices was first perceived which may be done by 
procuring exact accounts of the current prices of provisions at Surat 
for a few years past. You are then to examine whether any of our 
servants traded largely in grain or were at all concerned in monopolizing 


1 Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, ^U. * Not traced {1893). ” Pub, Diary 56 of 1770, 41. 
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provisioiis of any at that period and thereby contributed towards 
the public calamity which must have been cccasioned by a g*eneral 
advance in the prices at Surat. If on such investigation it shall 
appear to jmi that’ this has been the ease^ it is our order that every 
person concerned in such practices be suspended from our service till our 
further pleasure concerning them be known. We must add that we 
hold you particularly responsible for a faithful elucidation of the 
subject and for the impartial and full execution c£ these our orders and 
.instructions.^' . ^ , . 

Eeport from the Committee appdnted to enquire into the causes of 
the excess in the prices of provisions at Surat, dated Surat lOih 
February 1779 : At a committee present, Messrs. George Green 
Richard Piice and John Griffith: appointed by the Honourable the 
President and Council of Bombay in consequence of the 46th paragraph 
<of the Honourable Company's commands, dated the 19th March 1778, 
to enquire into the causes that occasioned the great excess in the prices 
of grain and provisions at Snrat above the Bombay prices in the year 
1776, and to ascertain the time when the advance of prices was first 
perceived, also to examine whether any of the Comj^any^s servants 
traded largely in grain or were at all concerned in monopolizing 
provisions of any kind at that period. 

Read the Honourable Oompany^s paragraph above meutioned and 
the Board^s instructions respecting the objects of our Commission. 
For the sake of precision and that they may be able to give as clear a 
state as possible of their enquiry, the committee have thought proper 
to divide it under the following heads : 

1. To enquire ^vliat articles of grain and provisions are in general 
dearer at Surat than at Bombay, and to assi<:n reasons for the same. 

2. To enquire into the real causes that occasioned the excess in the 

prices of grain and provisions at Surat in the year 1776 above those of 
preceding years and to ascertain the time when the advance of price 
was hirst perceived. ' ’ - 

3. To make a strict enquiry and impartial examination whetlier 
miy of the Company's servants traded largely in grain or were at all 
concerned in monopolizing provisions of any kind at the above period. 

Pursuaut to this mode the committee began with enquiring what 
articles of grain and provisions were in general dearer at Surat than 
at Bombay and they find that only rice and ghi are in general dearer 
in Surat than at Bombay, the former about 35 to 4U per cent and 
the latter about 15 to 26 per cent, for the following reasons. Very 
little rice is grown at Snrat or to the northward, whereas at Bombay 
and the countries adjacent no other grain hardly is grown, being 
entirely rice coimtries. The grain peculiar to this country is cusheiish 
OT jvari on which the common people entirely subsist. Though 100 per 
cent cheaper eushcush is a much more noarishing food than rice, which 
chiefly accounts for this city being so very populous, as well as for the 
rates of service and labour being considerably lower at this place than 
at Bombay. Most part of the rice consumed here is imported from 
Bombay or the southward at a great expense, and, being eaten only by 
the richer sort of people, may more properly be termed a superfluity or 


»Pub. Tep. Courtis Letters \^ol. 10 of 17T8-1782, 32-33. 
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luxury than a necessary of life. That glii is always dearer here than 
at Bombay is principally owing to the Nabob^s collecting a tax thereon 
of above one rupee the man. The consumption oi ijid in this town^ 
one year with another^ is about one hundred thousand mans ; consequently 
the Nabob receives annuall}^ at least one lakh of rupees by the tax or 
imposition on this article alone. As a former committee have particu- 
larly noticed the different duties levied by the Nabob or his officers on 
grain and provisions^ it is needless to enumerate them again here. And 
though it may be rather foreign from the purpose of our Commission^ 
yet it is too apposite not to remark that the Nabob imposes taxes 
besides customs on every species of merchandise as well as on grain 
and provisions. That the manufactures are thus arbitrarily taxed in 
every shape of their progress checks the- spiiit of industry and 
is oppressive to commerce. We hope we shall stand excused, being* 
well aware how delicate the subject is, if actuated by our zeal for the 
honour and interest of mtr Employers and the prosperity of this once 
flourishing city, we farther remark that the Nabob is surrounded by a 
set of bad ministers who have gained the enth-e ascendancy over him and 
are eontimiallj" influencing him to oppress the inhabitants to serve their 
own interested purposes. And as the Nabob possesses great power and 
authority, the subject must necessarily feel all those evils and bad 
effects consequent on a divided government and can scarcely find rehef' 
or security even in the virtues and humanity of the Honourable: 
Company'’s present respectable Chief These matters we are humblv 
of opinion justly claim the serious attention of our superiors in 
whose power alone it is to remove these evils and thereby restore this 
city to its pristine opulence-. 

The committee next enquired into the real causes w^hieh occasioned 
the excess in the prices of grain and provision-s at Surat in the year 
1776 above those of former years, and when the advance- of price was 
first perceived. They find it was entirely owing to tlie troubles all 
over the country in consequence of the Maratha war and the frequent 
predatory incursions of the Maratha horse in the environs of Surat ; 
and that the advance of price was first pe-rceived in the beginning of 
the year 1775 wdien the dealers in grain raised it, notwithstanding 
there was a plentiful crop, from their apprehensions of disturbances in 
the country as appears by the f oUowing extract from the Surat Diary 
under the 17th January 1775 ; ^The military and marine paymasters 
say they cannot get any person to contract for the k Inch ad I for less 
than Rs. 27| per khandi wRieh is dearer by Rs. 2| than last season, 
and that though grain is at present cheaper, the dealers in it will not 
agree to a lower |.>riee, being apprehensive theremay be- troubles shortly 
in the country/ 

Conformable to the method prescribed in the- Honourable Company's: 
paragTapIi we have procured as exact accounts as possible of the^ 
monthly market j>riees of grain and provisions for a series of years past, 
to which we have added a comparative statement of the medium! prices 
at Bombay and Surat from the year. 1773 to the year 17 7 &, both 
inclusive.^ They are given in the following statements 
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Surat Monthly 3fa7'let Prices, 1771 to 1778. 


Date. 


1771, 
January 
B'^ebriiary ... 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October ... 

November 

December... 

1772, 
January ... 
February ... 
March 
April 

May 

June ... 
July 

August ... 
September 
October ... 
November 
December... 

1773, 
January ... 
February ... 
March 
April 

May 
June 
July 
August 
September... 
October ... 
November... 
Decern her... 

177 

January ... 

Febniary ... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August ... 
September 
October ... 
November... 
December... 

1775, 
January ... 
February ... 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 

August ... 
September 
October ... 
November 
December... 

1776, 
January ... 
February ... 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 

August ... 
September 
October ... 
November... 
December... 


Rice 
common 
20 mam. 


Wheat 

1 20 mans, 


Fs. q. 
23 0 
23 
23 


31 9 
20 0 


20 0 
20 0 
20 0 
21 0 
31 0 


21 0 
20 0 
20 0 
20 0 


20 0 
19 0 

19 2 

20 0 
20 2 
21 0 


26 0 
22 0 
22 0 
23 0 
21 2 
21 0 
22 0 
23 0 
22 0 


26 

26 

26 

26 0 
26 0 


28 0 

25 0 

26 0 
26 0 


28 0 
26 0 
23 0 
23 0 


22 0 
24 0 

27 2 

28 0 
28 0 
28 0 
28 0 


24 0 
24 0 


26 0 


Rs, q, 
18 0 
17 2 
17 2 

15 0 
17 2 

17 3 

18 0 

16 2 
18 0 

19 0 

21 3 

22 0 

20 0 
30 3 
20 0 
20 0 
20 0 
18 0 
17 0 
16 0 
16 0 

15 0 

16 2 
10 2 

20 0 
20 2 
20 0 
20 0 
20 


18 


17 0 


16 2 

21 0 
21 0 
22 0 
22 0 
22 0 
22 0 
23 0 
23 0 
23 0 
23 0 
23 0 
23 0 

30 3 

31 2 
27 0 
23 0 
23 0 
20 0 
20 0 
30 0 
21 0 
21 0 
21 0 
17 0 


19 0 
21 
22 


0 
0 

32 0 
23 0 
23 0 


Cush- 
cush or 
*lvdri 
'irimuns. 

Dal 

20 mans. 

Gram 
20 nia^is 

Black 
Gram 
20 mans 

Ba'jri 
20 ^nans 

Ghi 

10 skers 

J ingelly 
Oil 

40 shers. 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 

q. 

R5 

■ q 

. r. 

13 

0 

IS 

0 

20 

0 

16 

0 

15 

0 

8 

3 

3 

1 

0 

13 

0 

18 

0 

30 

0 

14 

0 

15 

0 

8 

1 

3 

0 

50 

12 

2 

18 

0 

18 

0 

15 

0 

15 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

50 

l2S 

0 

18 

0 

18 

2 

12 

0 

14 

0 

8 

0 

H 

0 

50 

12 

0 

17 

2 

18 

2 

33 

0 

34 

0 

7 

2 

3 

0 

50 

11 

0 

17 

0 

IS 

'2 

13 

0 

.■14 

0 

■ 7 

0 

2 

2 

50 

10 

2 

17 

0 

20 

0 

13 

0 

14 

0 

7 

1 

2 

3 

50 

11 

0 

18 

0 

22 

0 

16 

0 

35 

0 

7 

3 

3 

0 

0 

11 

0 

19 

0 

22 

0 

14 

2 

14 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

25 

13 

2 

20 

2 

25 

0 

16 

0 

15 

2 

8 

1 

3 

0 

50 

l2 

2 

%% 

0 

20 

0 

17 

0 

15 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

50 

12 

0 

24 

0 

26 

0 

17 

0 

14 

0 

8 

0 

3' 

0 

0 

13 

0 

21 

0 

24 

0 

12 

2 

13 

0 


1 

3 

0 

50 

13 

0 

21 

0 

22 

0 

13 

2 

13 

0 

7 

3 

2 

2 

50 

13 

0 

21 

0 

24 

0 

32 

2 

12 

2 

7 

0 

2 

3 

0 

15 

0 

20 

0 

20 

0 

11 

0 

11 

0 

7 

0 

2 

1 

50 

12 


IS 

0 

16 

0 

13 

2 

10 

0 

6 

3 

2 

1 

50 

13 

2 

18 

0 

18 

0 

13 

2 

10 

0 

6 

3 


2 

0 

13 


IS 

2 

18 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

1 

2 

2 

0 

13 

0 

18 

0 

17 

0 

11 

2 

12 

0 

8 

2 

2 

2 

0 

13 

0 

20 

0 

18 

0 

11 

2- 

12 

0 

8 

2 

2 

1 

50 

13 

0 

19 

2 

18 

0 

11 

0 

12 

0 

8 

0 

2 

2 

50 

16 

0 

19 

0 

18 

0 

12 

0 

33 

2 

8 

0 

2 

2 

50 

16 

0 

19 

0 

19 

0 

12 

0 

13 

0 

7 

2 

2 

2 

50 

13 

0 

24 

0 

22 

0 

14 

0 

16 

0 

7 

1 

3 

0 

0 

13 

0 

24 

0 

22 

0 

13 

2 

15 

3 

7 

0 

2 

3 

0 

13 

0 

24 

0 

21 

0 

18 

1 

15 

0 

7 

2 

2 

3 

0 

15 

0 

24 

0 

21 

0 

13. 

1 

35 

0 

7 

0 

3 

8 

0 

12 

2 

28 

0 

20 

0 

32 

0 

12 

0 


1 

2- 

3 

0 

12 

2 

28 

2 

20 

0 

12 

0 

33 

0 

7 

2 

3 

0 

0 

13 

2 

28 

0 

20 

0 

13 

0 

13 

0 

7 

1 

3 

0 

76 

13 

0 

28 

0 

21 

0 

13 

2 

IS 

0 

7 

1 

3 

1 

0 

13 

0 

20 

0 

21 

0 

14 

0 

14 

0 

7 

1 

3 

0 

50 

13 

0 

27 

2 

21 

2 

17 

0 

15 

0 

9 

0 

3 

2 

0 

16 

0 

27 

0 

23 

0 

18 

0 

15 

0 

9 

2 

3 

1 

0 

16 

0 

27 

0 

24 

0 

16 

0 

15 

0 

9 

1 

3 

1 

0 

15 

0 

27 

2 

26 

0 

38 

0 

16 

0 

7 

2 

3 

2 

50 

15 

0 

27 

2 

26 

0 

IS 

0 

15 

0 

7 

2 

3 

0 

50 

15 

0 

27 

2 

26 

0 

IS 

0 

15 

0 

7 

2 

3 

0 50 

19 

0 

27 

2 

29 

0 

18 

0 

19 

0 

7 

1 

3 

1 

0 

19 

0 

27 

2 

29 

0 

18 

0 

19 

0 

8 

1 

3 

1 

0 

19 

0 

27 

2 

29 

0 

20 

0 

22 

0 

8 

2 

3 

3 

0 

21 

0 

26 

0 

26 

0 

20 

0 

22 

0 

9 

1 

3 

3 

50 

22 

0 

26 

0 

25 

0 

22 

0 

22 

0 

9 

2 

3 

2 

0 

21 

0 

26 

0 

22 

0 

24 

0 

22 

0 

10 

0 

3 

2 

0 

20 

0 

22 

0 

25' 

0 

24 

0 

22 

0 

10 

1 

3 

2 

0 

22 

0 

22 

0 

25 

0 

24 

0 

23 

0 

10 

1 

3 

3 

0 

21 

0 

22 

0 

27 

0 

24 

2 

24 

0 

10 

1 

3 

3 

0 

15 

0 

23 

0 

27 

0 

17 

0 

17 

0 

12 

2 

3 

3 

0 

17 

0 

21 

0 

26 

0 

17 

0 

17 

0 

11 

2 

3 

2 

0 

35 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

16 

2 

17 

0 

11 

0 

3 

2 

0 

15 

0 

21 

0 

16 

2 

36 

2 

16 

0 

11 

1 

4 

1 

0 

15 

0 

21 

0 

16 

2 

18 

0 

16 

0 

11 

0 

4 

1 

0 

20 

0 

21 

2 

22 

0 

16 

0 

16 

0 

10 

3 

4 

0 

0 

20 

0 

21 

2 

23 

0 

16 

0 

16 

0 

11 

0 

4 

1 

0 

20 

0 

26 

0 

23 

0 

20 

0 

16 

0 

13 

0 

4 

3 

0 

21 

0 

23 

0 

23 

0 

20 

0 

16 

0 

10 

3 

'4 

3 

0 

21 

0 

25 

0 

23 

0 

20 

0 

17 

0 

10 

3 

5 

0 

0 

21 

0 

28 

0 

23 

0 

20 

0 

17 

0 

10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

20 

0 

28 

0 

21 

0 

20 

0 

13 

0 

10 

0 

4 

0 

0 

17 

0 

27 

0 

21 

0 

16 

0 

15 

0 

9 

0 

4 

0 

0 

17 

0 

27 

0 

20 

0 

36 

0 

15 

0 

8 

0 

4 

0 

0 

15 

0 

27 

0 

20 

0 

16 

0 

16 

0 

8 

0 

3 

2 

0 

15 

0 

27 

0 

20 

0 

36 

0 

16 

0 

8 

0 

3 

.1 

0 

16 

0 

27 

0 

20 

0 

19 

0 

16 

0 

8 

1 

3 

1: 

0 

16 

0 

.27 

0 

20 

0 

19 

0 

15 

0 

8 

1 

3 

0 

0 

17 

0 

27 

0 

26 

0 

19 

0 

16 

0 

9 

1 

3 

3 

0 

17 

0 

31 

0 

26 

0 

19 

0 

■■ 17 

0 

9 

2 

3 

3 

0 

20 

0 

31 

0 

35 

0 

21 

0 

19 

.'0-i 

10 

0 

3 

3 

0 

18 

2 

31 

0 

25 

0 

21' 

0 

19 

0 1 

10 

0 

3 

3 

0 

17 

2 

31 

2 i 

■'■25; 

0 

19 

0 

17 

0 i 

9 

0 

4 

0 

0 

17 

2 

31 

2',: 

25 

0 

, 2o: 

0 

i '13'' 

0 j 

;■ '8" 

0 

'..4 

0 

0 
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Surat MoiitUlf Mar'het Prices ^ i77i to 177S, 


Date—eontinued, 

Rice 
common 
20 mam. 

Wheat 
20 ma7is. 

Ciish- 
cush or 
J vari 
20 mans. 

Dal 

_ . 

Gram 

womans. 

Black 
Gram 
20 mans. 



B5jri 
20 mans. 

GhI 

40 shers. 

Jin«-elly 

Oil 

40 shers. 

i:77. 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 

q* 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs. 

q. 

Rs 

q. 

r. 

January ... 

32 

0 

19 

0 

19 

0 

31 

0 

24 

0 

17 

0 

15 

0 

8 

0 

3 

1 

0 

February ... 

32 

0 

20 

0 

19 

0 

31 

0 

24 

0 

18 

0 

15 

0 

7 

2 

3 

1 

0 

March 

32 

0 

21 

0 

19 

0 

31 

0 

24 

0 

18 

0 

17 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 

April 

32 

0 

22 

0 

19 

0 

28 

0 

24 

0 

IS 

0 

16 

0 

7 

3 

3 

0 

0 

May 

32 

0 

19 

0 

19 

0 

28 

0 

20 

0 

17 

0 

17 

0 

8 

0 

3 

1 

0 

.hi lie 

32 

0 

19 

0 

19 

0 

28 

0 

22 

2 

17 

0 

15 

2 

9 

3 

3 

1 

0 

July 

33 

0 

19 

0 

19 

0 

28 

0 

25 

0 

17 

0 

15 

2- 

10 

1 

3 

1 

0 

Auifiist 

33 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

25 

0 

18 

0 

15 

2 

10 

2 

3 

1 

0 

September 

30 

0 

19 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

25 

0 

18 

0 

17 

0 

10 

2 

3 

1 

0 

October ... 

31 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

24 

0 

16 

2 

17 

0 

10 

0 

3 

1 

0 

November... 

31 

0 

20 

0 

21 

0 

25 

0 

24 

0 

13 

0 

17 

0 

10 

0 

3 

1 

0 

December... 

31 

0 

20 

0 

15 

2 

23 

0 

24 

0 

13 

0 

17 

0 


1 

3 

2 

0 

1778. 




















January 

30 

0 

17 

2 

17 

0 

26 

2 

21 

0 

12 

2 

14 

2 

9 

0 

3 

0 

0 

February 

27 

0 

18 

0 

17 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

12 

2 

14 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

0 

March 

26 

0 

14 

2 

15 

0 

20 

2 

21 

0 

12 

2 

14 

0 

7 

2 

3 

0 

0 

April ... ... 

26 

0 

14 

3 

15 

0 

19 

0 

21 

0 

14 

0 

13 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 

May 

27 

0 

14 

2 

15 

0 

19 

0 

17 

0 

14 

0 

12 

0 

8 

1 

2 

3 

0 

June 

28 

0 

14 

2 

12 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

14 

0 

12 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

0 

July 

28 

0 

16 

2 

12 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Aujjust 

27 

0 

16 

2 

14 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

0 

September 

27 

0 

16 

2 

14 

0 

18 

0 

16 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

0 

October 

28 

0 

16 

0 

14 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

14 

0 

12 

0 

8 

1 

3 

0 

0 

November 

27 

0 

16 

0 

13 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

14 

0 

13 

1 

8 

1 

3 

1 

0 

December 

27 

0 

15 

0 

IS 

0 

18 

2 

16 

0 

14 

0 

13 

1 

8 

3 

3 

1 

0 


Com.parative Statement of Average Prices at Bombay and Surat^ 1773 to 1778, 


Articles. 

1773. 

1774. 

1775. 

Bombay, 

Surat. 

Bombay. 

Sura’’. 

Bombay. 

Surat. 


Re. qs. rs. 

Rs. 

qs, rs. 

Rs. qs. rs. 

Rs.- 

qs. rs. 

Rg. 

qs.rs. 

Rs. 

qs. rs. 

Rice 20 Surat mans ... 

17 

0 88 

23 

2 33 

17 

2 0 

26 

1 S3 

17 

3 10 

26 

2 16 

Wheat do. 

19 

1 64 

17 

3 83 

25 

0 0 

22 

1 33 

24 

1 64 

22 

3 66 

DM do. 

25 

1 1 

25 

3 33 

24 

0 90 

25 

3 0 

25 

0 84 

23 

1 0 

Gram do, 

22 

1 17 

21 

1 50 

28 

2 11 

26 

0 66 

24 

0 46 

22 

0 33 

Black Gram do. 

17 

2 S5 

14 

0 50 

19 

1 71 

23 

1 50 

18 

0 0 

18 

0 33 

Bajri do. 

14 

1 77 

14 

0 83 

15 

2 22 

20 

0 33 

15 

2 10 

16 

0 66 

Gki 40 Surat shers ... 

6 

2 0 

7 

3 0 

7 

1 33 

8 

3 S3 

10 

1 33 

11 

0 0 

Jiug-elly oil do. 

3 

0 33 

3 

0 19 

4 

0 33 

3 

1 75 

4 

1 41 

4 

1 0 


Articles, 

1776. 

1777. 

1778. 

Bombay. 

Surat. 

Bombay. 

Surat. 

Bombay. 

Surat. 


Rs. qs. rs. 

Rs, 

qs. rs. 

Rs. qs. rs. 

Rs. qs.rs. 

Rs. qs. rs. 

Rs. qs. rs. 

Rice 30 Surat mans ... 

18 

3 55 

27 

1 33 

18 

3 55 

31 

3 0 

17 

3 10 

27 

1 33 

Wheat do. 

31 

1 88 

19 

2 0 

22 

0 23 

20 

0 0 

15 

1 17 

15 

3 33 

Ddl do. 

28 

1 6 

23 

3 0 

34 

0 50 

27 

3 33 

20 

1 12 

19 

2 33 

Gram do. 

18 

0 94 

22 

3 0 

21 

3 5 

23 

3 16 

16 

3 5 

17 

3 0 

Black Gram do. 

20 

0 0 

18 

1 66 

19 

1 71 

16 

2 83 

15 

2 85 

13 

1 0 

Bajri do. 

14 

3 88 

16 

0 66 

16 

1 55 

16 

0 83 

12 

2 0 

13 

3 33 

Ghi 40 Surat shers ... 

6 

1 12 

i .8 

3 8 j 

6 

1 75 

9 

0 50 

7 

3 50 

8 

1 SO 

JinM-elly oil do. 

3 

3 0 

3 

2 66 

3 

0 66 

3 

0 91 

3 

0 33 

3 

0 33 


By the above aceounts it appears that the prices of grain and pro- 
visions were higher in 1776 and 1777 than they were upon an average 
ill former years, though not so much as we might reasonably expect 
when we consider the rise was the necessary effect of the troubles in the 
country in consequence of the Maratha civil war. In 1778 the prices 
reverted to their usual standard, the country being then more quiet 
and settled, and it is further to be observed that all kinds of grain and 
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provisions are considerably cheaper this present year (1779) than last. 
It is also evident on inspection of the comparative statement that grain 
is in general cheaper at Surat than at Bombay. Still admitting the 
position that almost every article of grain and provisions at Surat 
was 50 per cent and some articles 100 per cent above the Bombay 
prices/ the conclusion naturally to be drawn is this that whatever 
mighfc have been the temporal cause, the effect could not have long 
existed, since by the invariable maxims and certain means of commerce, 
the prices, like water, would soon be upon a level, more especially in 
the present case, seeing the markets here could in a few days have been 
abundantly supplied from Bombay. Having shown that grain and 
provisions are in general cheaper in Surat than at Bombay, the above 
position must eonsec[uently fall to the ground and with it the occasion 
of any farther reasoning upon the subject. But not doubting that the 
Board had some grotmds for what they advanced in their letter to the 
Honourable Court of the 22nd December 1776, and |)erfeetly sensible 
of the justness of the observation made by the Honourable Company 
in tlieii* letter of the I9th March 1778, ^ that so great an excess in the 
prices of provisions at Surat could not have been occasioned by the 
duties levied on articles specified in the report of the Chief and Council 
and that the prices so exorbitant could not have been of long standing,-^ 
the committee were naturally led to investigate the subject farther and 
to trace the reasons that induced the Board to make the above remark. 
They find it was occasioned by a comparative statement drawn out 
by the purser marine here and transmitted to the Presidency for the 
purpose of showing the exceeding charge incurred by victualling a 
Company's galivat at Surat, above the charge incurred by' the same 
at Bombay, which statement on- examination we find to be materially 
erroneous by reason of the Bombay prices being estimated considerably 
lower than the market prices or than prices really stood on the Bombay 
marine books at that period. Upon enquiry we find that the purser 
marine was regulated in his Bombay prices in the above estimate by a 
statement sent from the Presidency to which he was ordered to conform 
in bis Surat charges. By the Bombay estimate it appears that the allow- 
ance of provisions to a European for one month was limited to Rs. 7 
2 qrs. 38 res. This though not particularized in said estimate being 
nearly the same amount that is allowed to the commanders of the 
cruisers in their provision accounts, we must suppose was calculated 
agreeably thereto and not according to the prices on the marine books, 
whereas the Surat prices in the comparative statement drawn out by 
the purser marine correspond with those charged on the books of this 
settlement. It seems he calculated the Bombay prices exactly from 
those allowed to the commanders on settling their provision accounts, 
as he had reason to conclude that the Bombay estimate "was calculated 
from them ; because the particulars added together nearly quadrated 
with the sum prescribed by the Board. This the following extracts 
fully explain, ■ ' ■ ■ 

Extract from the Surat Diary under the ISth of September 1776 : 
Bead a letter from the purser marine representing that it is not 
possible to bring the expenses of the vessels on this sMion to the sum 
limited in the estimates forwarded us by the President and Coiinei! 
and enclosing the particular accounts pointing out wherein the differ- 
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oiiee will arise/ 111 regard to the difference in c£ the provi- 

sions supplied to the galivats at this place and the Presidency we have 
only to lemark that all grain being contracted for these contracts are 
entered into for one year from the beginning of January and that at 
the time the last were accepted the troubles in the country occasioned 
an increase in the price. In order to lessen these as mneh as possible 
when new contracts are entered into^ it is resolved that the Secretary 
do alFix public notifications for receiving sealed proposals for the grain 
and deliver them to the Board. 

Extract from the purser mariners letter dated 12th September 
1776 : Agi’eeable to your recommendation to me at your last meeting I 
now lay before you a eomiiarative account cf the cost of provisions at 
Bomba}^ and Surat allowed to the different stations in the Honourable 
Company's marine service. The Bombay prices are taken as I 
understand they are established in that department at the Presidency 
and the Surat pi ices from the contract of grain with our moody, and 
the prices for arrack, bread, and other articles approved for this 
present year, 1776. I have subjoined an abstract intended to show the 
exact difference of expense of provisions that will be incurred by the 
vessels on this station, between what the like vessels would cost for this 
article when solely fitted out from the Presidency.^ 

A comparative account of the cost of provisions at Bombay and 
Surat which is allowed to the different stations in the Honourable 
Company's marine service : 


Europemi's Provisions Jot One Months 1776. 


Provisions. 

Cost at 
Bombay,. 

Cost at 
Surat, 

More at 
Surat. 

, IjCss at . 
Surat. 



Rs, 

q 

r. 

Eb. 

q 

r. 

Es. 

q 

. r. 

Es. 

q. r. 

Rice, 21 shers ... 


0 

1 

84 

0 

2 

89 

0 

I 

5 



mi, 104,, ... 


0 

1 

IS 

0 

1 

44 

0 

0 

26 



QU, 3 „ ... 


0 

1 

74 

0 

3 

9 

0 

1 

35 


... 

Bread, 23 pounds 


2 

1 

43 

1 

1 

SS 

. 0 

0 

0 

0 

3 55 

Meat, 31' pounds 

««« ••• 

2 

8 

90 

3 

1 

69 

0 

1 

79 


r — 

Arrack, 1 gallon 


0 

2 

50 

1 

a 

46 

0 

3 

96 


— 

Fish, 14 cnrvens 


0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 


*«. 

Firewood, 150 billets 


0 

0 

60 

0 

2 

81 

0 

2 

21 


- 


Total ... 

7 

3 19 

9 

3 26 

3 

3 62 

0 

3 5r> 


Deduct ...j 

0 3 55 

Difference ...j 

2 0 7 


Extract from the Surat Chief and CouneiFs letter to the Bombay 
Board, dated 26th September 1776; Having in obedience to your 
commands of the 24th ultimo respecting the maiine on this establishment 
sent a copy thereof and the estimates which accompanied them to the 
purser marine with directions to conform himself thereto, he addressed 
us a letter , on the 12th instant representing that many circumstances 
would unavoidably increase the charges beyond the sums estimated at 
Bombay. In regard to the difference of the price in the provisions 
supplied to the galivats here and at the Prerideney, we have only to 
remark that in obedience to your orders all gr^n being contracted for 


^Tub. Diary 75 of 1770, 212 -214. 
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these contracts are entered into for one year froni the beginning of 
January, and there being tiwbles in the country at the tim^ the last 
were accepted occasioned an increase of the prices of them, but we shall 
take every measure in our power when fresh contracts ate made to 
reduce this expense. We find that on receipt of the above statement at 
Bombay the Board, surprised at the apparent difference in the prices, 
wrote to the Chief and Council under the 10th October 1776 as 
follows: We were struck with the utmost surprise upon inspection 
of your statement of the difference in the cost of provisions at Bombay 
and Surat. We should naturally have expected the difference would 
have been considerably in favour of Surat, whereas in some articles 
your prices exceed the Bombay ones upwards of 100 per cent. This 
is very unaccountable to us. But as we are inclined to impute it to 
some improper impositions levied by the Nabob, we direct that you 
transmit us a particular list of every duty collected by him or his 
officers on grain and all. other kinds of provisions, accompanied with 
a price eurreiit of every species thereof in your bazar. And to prove 
that the compajative statement drawn out by the purser marine w'as 
erroneous, and that the real difference between the Bombay and Surat 
prices was not so great as the Board npon inspection thereof vvere 
naturally led to remark, we do here annex a rectified statement calcu- 
lated according to the prices charged on the Bombay and Surat books 
respectively^ : 

European's Provmons for One Mouthy 1776' {Amended)^ 


ProYisions. 

Bombay 

Books.. 

Surat 

Books. 

More 

Surat. 

Less 

Surat. 


Rs. 

q 

. r. 

Rs, 

q- 

. r.. 

Rs. 

q 

, T. 

Rs. 

q 

. r. 

' Rise, 21 Surat sen at He. 1 the Surat man... 

0 

2 

10 

0 

2 

89 

0 

0 

79 




Dcil, 10| Surat sen at Ha. 1-2-11 the Surat 













man 

0 

1 

68 

0 

1 

44 


... 


0 

0 

24 

&hi, 3 Bombay sers at Rs. 8-9-59 the Bom- 













hay ma n 

0 

2 

41 

0 

3 

9 

0 

0 

65 




Bread, 32 pounds at Rs.S the Bombay man. 

2. 

1 

43 

1 

1 

88 


... 


0 

3 

55 

Meat, 34 pounds at 35 res the pound 

3 

3 

90 

3 

1 

69 

0. 

1 

79 


... 


Batavia arrack, 1 gallon 

1 

3 

0 

1 

2 

46 




0 

0 

54 

Fieh, 1| curvens at Re. 0-1-20 the curven. .. 

0 

1 

8Q 

0 

3. 

0 

0 

i 

20 


... 


Firewood, 150 at Its,. 1- i -40 the mille 

0 

0 

81 

0 

2 

81 

0 

2 

0 




Total ... 

9 

1 

IQ 

9 

3 

26 

1 2 43 

1 

0 

33 

Teduct 

Difference 

... 

9 

1 16 

1 

0 33 



0 

2 10 

0 

L 

10 I 


Af ter vvliat is premised there is little reason to suppose that any of 
the Company's servants have monopolized grain or provisions. Yet in 
obedience to the positive orders of our superiors we have made a strict 
and impartial enquiry and having called upon all such persons who we 
had reason to think could give us any information on the subject^ it 
dees not appear that any traded lai-gely in grain or were at all eon- 
eerned in monopolizing provisions of any kind. We are happy in 
this public opportunity of doing justice to our fellow-servants by thus 
placing them beyond even the suspicion of being in any wise concerned 


' Pub, Diary 75 of 1779, 215 - 216. 
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ill sucIi' odious and pemioiotis practices. (Sd.)^ George Gieeii (Sd.) Chapter 11. 
Richard Piice and, (Sd.) Joliii Griffltln^ Trade* 

On the return of the committee from Surat to Bombay^ the Bombay Frices, 
Government approved of their proceedings and ordered a copy of the 1773-1776. 
report to be sent to the Court of Directors.^ 

Price Current of the Mood/y^a Stores from January 2779 to December 1779? 1770. 


Price Current of the Moodfa Stores from January 1779 to December 1779? 1770. 


Articles. 

ES, 

qrs 

res. 

1 Fine rice ... 

3 

2 

0 

the Surat man. 

2 Coarse rice 

1 

2 

0 

do. 

Z Tier cldl 

30 

0 

0 

the khandi 

4 Red gram ... ‘ 

18 

2 

0 

do. 

6 Wheat 

24 

0 

0 

do. 

6 Jdgri^ Gul or Raw Sugar... 

3 

1 

0 

th.G7nan. 

7 Gum ... ... 

2 

2 

0 

do. 

Sa/ii.,. ... ... 

7 

1 

0 

do. 

9 Jingelly oil 

3 

2 

0 

do. 

10 Cocoanut oil 

7 

0 

0 

do. 

11 Bees- wax ... 

0 

2 

50 

the pound. 

12 ISTaiisari 

5 

0 

0 

the piece. 

13 Soap 

4 

2 

0 

for 42 cakes. 

14 Red earth 

1 

0 

0 

the man. 

15 White wax-cloth ... 

0 

2 

50 

thei , 1 

16 Red wax-cloth 

0 

3 

0 

do. ,"1 

17 Green wax-cloth ... .*• 

1 

1 

0 

do. i 

18 Glue 

0 

2 i 

50 

do. 

19 Cand wood 

3 

2 

0 

the mille. 

20 Billet wood 

1 

2 

0 

do, ; 

21 Fine hhichadi ... 

3 

2 

0 

the Surat man. , 

22 Coarse khichadi 

1 

3 

0 

do. . ' . 

23 Hemp 

3 

1 

0 

do. j 

24 Kdt Terra Japonica ... 

6 

2 

0 

do. . vJ 

25 Balsam 

1 

1 

0 

do. ':':i 

26 Chalk ... 

1 

1 

0 

do. 1 

27 Earthen pots 

0 

0 30 

each.' 

28 Cotton yarn ... 

29 Cotton yarn ... 

8 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

the maiu ? 

do, ' I 


Price Current for the Moodfs Stores for the year 17 SO? 


Articles. Es* qrs. res. 


1 Fine rice 

3 

3 0 

the Surat 7na7i. 

2 Coarse rice... 

1 

2 75 

do. . 

3 Jdgri, Gtd or Raw Sugar... 

3 

1 0 

the Bombay 7mn. 

. 4 Gram ... 

2 

2 0 

do. ■ v";,! 

5 GM ... 

8 

1 0 

do. 

6 Jingelly oil... 

5 

2 0 

do. 

7 Cocoanut oil 

6 

2 0 

do. 

8 Bees-wax ... 

0 

2 50 

the pound 

9 Nausdri dhoti 

5 

0 0 

the piece. 

10 Red earth 

0 

3 50 

the Bombay 7)ian, | 

11 Green wax-cloth ... 

“ 1 

1 0 

the^c!50. ■ ' ■ 

12 Red wax-cloth ... ... 

0 

3 0 

do. ; 

13 White wax-cloth ... 

0 

2 50 

■do. 

14 Glue ... . ■... 

0 

2 -50 

the pound. : 

15 Winda wood ... ... 

8 

0 0 

the mille. 

10 Cand wood ... 

3 

2 0 

■ do. 


* Pub. Diary 75 of 1779, Committee’s Beport to. Boinbay Govt, dated Surat 10th 
Feb. 1779, 205 - 217. 2 Pub. Diary 75 of 1779, 225, 

2 Bom. Gov. Diary lltli Jan. 1779, Pnb. Diary 76 of 1779, 51 - 52* 

^Bom. Gov. Diary 26tli Jan, 1780, Fub, Diary 77 Of 1780, 24. Forrest’s Home 
Series, II. 252. 
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Articles- 

17 Billet wood ^ 

18 Fine khickadi 

19 Coarse do* *»- 

20 Hemp 

21 Giifftol 'BixlsMO. ... 

22 Terra Japonica 

23 Chalk 

24 Earthen pota 

25 Cotton yarn ♦*, 

26 Country tv^ine 

27 Sait,.. 

28 Winnowers *** 
39 Ladles 

30 Spoons 


Bs, qrs. res. 
1 2 0 
3 3 75 
3 25 
1 0 
1 0 
2 0 
i 0 
0 0 35 
7 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 0 40 
0 0 40 
0 0 15 
0 07 


the mille-. 
the Surat man. 
do. 

the Bombay maw* 

do. 

do* 

each. 

the Bombay man-. 
do* 
do* 

each* 

do, 

do* 


Bombay Government Diary, 16 tli Febniaxy 1 780 * A quantity of 
Portuguese paper having been purchased by the President for the 
Honourable Company's use at lls. 2 the ream, the out-ofEee.^ and 
subordinates must indent for what they want which will be issued from 
the military storekeeper-’s office where it is now lodged.^ 

Price Current of Moody's Stems for 1781? 


Articles. 

1 Fine rice 

Bs. qrs. res* 

3 3 0 

the Surat man. 

2 Coarse rice **. 

1 

2 75 

do. 

3 Jdgri^ Chd or Baw Sugar.*, 

a 

1 0 

the Bombay man. 

4 Gums *.. **. 

2 

2 0 

do. 

5 GM 

6 

3 0 

do. 

6 Jingelly oil *** **. 

5 

0 0 

do. 

7 Cocoaiiut oil **. *** 

5 

2 0 

do. 

8 Bees-wax ... 

0 

2 50 

the pound* 

9 E,ed earth ... ♦*. 

1 

0 0 

the Bombay maUi 

lO Green wax-cloth ... **» 

1 

1 0 

the qaz. 

il Bed wax-cloth 

0 

3 0 

do* 

12 White wax-cloth ... **. 

0 

2 50 

do. 

13 Glue 

G 

2 50 

the pound* 

14 Winda wood ... 

10 

0 0 

t-he mille. 

15 Candwood 

4 

0 0 

do. 

16 Billet wood ... **• 

1 

2 0 

do. 

17 Fine IcJiicliadi 

4 

2 0 

the Surat man. 

18 Coarse do. 

2 

0 50 

do. 

1 9 Mug dill Pulse ... 

1 

2 50 

do* 

20 Hemp ... ... *.. 

3 

1 0 

the Bombay man* 

21 Gugiil Balsam 

1 

1 0 

do* 

22 •Rid Terra J aponica * * • 

4 

0 0 

do* 

23 Chalk ... 

1 

10 

dp. 

24 Brooms ... **. 

0 

0 5 

each. 

25 Earthen pots ... 

0 

0 36 

do. 

26 Cotton yam ... 4 ** 

7 

0 0 

the Bombay man* 

27 Country twine ♦», 

5 

0 0 

do. 

28 Salt..* ... ... «*. 

0 

0 40 

do* 

29 8u;ps Winnowers ... 

0 

0 40 

each. 

30 Ladles 

0 

0 15 

do* 

31 Spoons ... 

0 

0 7 

do. 

32 Large baskets ... ... 

0 

0 40 

do* 

33 Middle baskets ... ... 

0 

0 20 

do. 

34 Small baskets ... ... 

0 

0 15 

do. 

35 Coir ... ... ... 

3 

1 0 

the Bombay man. 


» Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 41 - 42. 

= Bom. Gov. Diary 7th FeK 1781, Pub. Diary 78 of 1781, 44 - 45. Fon-est’s Home 
Series, 11,264 -265. . 
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The following extracts relate to the measures taken to secure the 
success of the Export Trade generally: Letter from the Court of 
Directors to Lieutenant General President and Council of Surat^ 5th 
February 1694j. The goods that Aga Piru and his countrymen shall 
provide for you^ we doubt not but will prove much better for their kind 
and price than any you shall have or buy of the Parakhs^ and his father 
here hath assured us he shall provide whatever you order Mm in part 
of the contract as well and as cheap as if you gave Mm ready money 
to do it, Howevei*, and to make the issue of this matter clear beyond 
all ambiguity^ we enjoin that the goods bespoke of Aga Pirn be 
marked embailed and invoiced by themselves^ by which kind of emula- 
tion we sliall hope to have our goods the better from each party. If 
we did not know ourselves^ our candle here will certainly discover 
which of the parties have served us with the most fidelity/ 

Bombay letter from Sir J. Gayer General and Council to Eight Wor- 
shipful Samuel Annesley President and Council at Suratydated Bombay 
Castle 9th April 1696 : Should it so fall out that 3 ^ou can get no goods 
from Surat yet we shall be able to do pretty well with what the General 
hath provided, if you can but speedily continue to send us gunnies and 
ropes and other packing to pack 100 khanclis cotton. The General has; 
already besides cotton, 100 Surat mans of putchock (incense for Cliina); 
and is in daily expectation of olibanum and myrrh from Sliaer-Duffar 
(Shahar and Dofar ports on the south-east coast of Arabia) . If it can 
be done, we would not have you fail to send us the coffee garbled or 
ungarbled before the rains and what other goods you can that we may 
be able to lade the Tonqueen when she arrives for England. We 
design, if possible we can get the Amerim (who is on shore to repair 
her rudder) ready time enough to send her away with what we can 
put on board her here, to fill up with pepper at Tellicherry tO' be 
despatched from thence to England/ 

The following show what exports were prohibited to private traders : 
Surat letter from Messrs M. Gray and C. James to Mr. A. Grigbie at 
Swally, 7th December 1672. The enclosed from Bombay we received 
the last night. We do desire you to send for all the BazM' Banians and 
give them in charge that they buy no indigo of any sort or lac of any 
sort, aloes soccatrina, myrrh, China roots, camphor, tinkal (or crude 
borax), coho, cowries, red earth, being commodities prohibited by the 
Company to be carried home by any ships but for their own account. 
Let them know that if we find any of them offend therein we shall 
seize their goods for the Honourable Company/ 

The following extracts relate to the various classes of exports under the- 
alphabetical headings Calico, Chintz, and Cloth : Court of Directors^ 
letter 17th April 1711 paragraph 51. If possible to be prevented, send 
no calicoes under ten yards long, but as much longer as you shall think 
fit or has been customarily used. The reason is ten yards of calicoes is a 


Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1694 - 1690, 3. Candle means^ sale by candle that is an auction 
m wMcb persons are allowed to bid only till a small piece of candle burns out. 

2- Sec.. Out., L. B..5 of 1694-1696, 63., » Surat Pact.. Out. L. B. 1 of 1630-1673, 334-36.. 
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piece and of late we have had a dispute with the officers of the customs 
who would make us pay for pieces of half that length or under as if 
they were ten yards. They will make us pay for the surplus, as if a piece 
be fifteen yards long, it shall be accounted a piece and half, and so of 
all other lengths in proportion. Though tins dispute is pretty well over, 
yet it may be revived, and we would not willingly give them a handle 
hereafter.^ 

Court of DirecW letter, 17th April 1711, paragraph 50 : We 
would have all the Anjengo cloth or as much as you can get done 
in time white. If possible get the weavers to make it of eighteen 
yards long and a yard to a yard and three nails wide, and of no other 
lengths or breadths. You may buy it of different fineness and goodness 
so as it be well made of the sort.^ 

Court of Directors' letter, 27th March 1718, paragraph 72 : Objec- 
tions against Anjengo cloth by the Wentivorth. The cloth of ten and 
eleven nails wide did not jdeld prime cost freight and customs by twenty 
to forty per cent ; that of fourteen nails wide yielded three per cent loss ; 
that of a yard and seventeen nails and nineteen nails wide, yielded from 
twenty-five to thirty-eight per cent profit, not reckoning interest and 
insurance. These goods are pretty much of the nature of our coast long 
cloth Salampores as to the makes, but are some of seventeen and others 
of twenty-four yards long. Whereas our long cloth is generally thirty-sis 
yards long and eighteen nails wide, and invoiced to us the ordinary and 
middling from twelve shillings and sis pence to about sixteen and six 
pence a piece and yields here from seventy to a hundred per cent profit. 
The Salampores are of seventeen yards or better, and from sixteen and 
a half to eighteen nails broad, and invoiced the ordinary and middling 
from six shillings to seven and nine pence the piece, and yield pretty 
near the same profit. But the coast, goods are generally well whitened, 
if brown they turn to no account. If the Anjengo broadcloth could be 
bought cheap and well whitened, we should be glad to have some to 
encourage tha,t settlement, but we will have none of the narrow on any 
terms.^ 

Court of Directors' letter, 12th March 1780, paragraph 89 : Chintz 
fondhe.jaji (1 1 gaz broad) at Rs. 110 the gorge (or corge that is a score) 
is more than we can afford to give and much dearer than the Patna chintz 
stands ns in, tliat are in greater esteem and sell much better. We there- 
fore forbid purchasing any at that extravagant price.'^ 

Court of Directors' letter, 80th March 1731, paragraph 50 : As to 
the goods in general now ordered, we chiefly refer to what we say in 
the list of investments. We shall only add the chintz ponahegaji k so 
material an article that we send you some patterns which may govern 
you so far as to see thereby. We want some new works, and therefore 
we recommend to you once for all^ as the cloth of the last sent was good, 
to keep lip the same goodness, and that you endeavour every year to 
send us now patterns, as well of the flowers as stripes, at least five or 


^ Comp, of Standing Orel. Yol. ] of 1715-1721, 87. 

® Comp, of Standing Ord, YoL l of 1715 -1731, 87. 
Comp, of Standing Ord. VoL 1 of 1715- 1721, 87-88. 
Comp, of Standing Ord. Yol, l of 1715 - 1721, 95, 
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six sorts ill a bale. And let the Indians work their own fancies which 
are always preferable to any patterns we can send yon from Europe | 
and if this be observed^ we need never to say any thing more npon 
.this head. 

Bombay Government Consnltation, 19th January 1748 ; Directed 
that Messrs. William Hornby and Eobert Freemonlt proceed to the 
assistance of Anjengo factory and take passage on the Restoration 
as far as Tellielierry where the Chief and factors will furnish them, with 
a proper conveyance to carry them to Anjengo. Considering the circum- 
stances of the Honourable Company's affairs on the Coromandel coast it 
is resolved that the Chief and factors be particularly ordered to be careful 
in well completing their cloth investment already contracted for ; also 
to provide on the best terms they can as much more as may be procur- 
able which we are well assured will be an acceptable piece of service 
although from the non-arrival of our Europe ships we have no list to 
send them for their guidance.^ 

Court of Directors^ lettei*^ 7th March 1749^ paragraph 42: As 
calicoes are at present in great demand^ you must acquaint the Chief 
and Council at Anjengo that we expect they will exert themselves in 
that part of the investment by encouraging the merchants to increase 
the manufacture as much as possible^ at the same time having a 
due regard to keep them up to the quality of those received last 
year.^ 

Court of Directors^ letteiq 5th April 1754, paragrajA 72 : Although 
we observe but little cloth is vended at Anjengo, and what is sent thither 
is cliiefly sold to the king of Travancor for the clothing of his soldiers, 
yet you must direct our servants there to be very attentive and lose no 
opportunity for opening a trade in that and the neighbouring countries 
if ever they find it practicable,^ 

Courtis letter to the Surat President and Council, 22nd April 1682 : 
There is another matter of national eoneeimment as well as relating to our 
own interest which we must in most special manner recommend to your 
assiduous care industry and invention, namely the procuring for us 
by all possible contrivance very great quantities of cassia lignum, 
cinnamon, tramboon, and cinnamon de matt, wliich is the best expedient 
we can think of to keep down the exorbitant price the Dutch force 
England and all other nations to pay for cinnamon, since they were 
masters of the sole trade of Zeilone (Ceylon), wherefore to compass 
all that is possible of those bastard kinds of cinnamon, if our stock should 
fall short, you may take up money and for price w^e shall not limit you, 
knowing you will use this liberty with justice and discretion.^ 

Courff s letter to Surat, 22nd Apxil 1682 : Coffee, shellac, cotton 
yarn, and turmeric are bulky commodities and come to little money. 
You may do well to be always stored with a good quantity of them 
beforehand to ascertain the full loading of oiu* ships at all times, and 


^ Comp, of StandiBg Ord. VoL 1 of 1715 •1721, 96. 

3 Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 19-20. ^p^b. Dep. Courts L. Vol. 3 of 1742-1751, 196, 

Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 79. Pub, Dcp, Court’s L, VoL 4 of 1752 - 
175(>, 15i, 5 Pul), Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1G81 ■ 1685, 10, 
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to despatch on a sudden any small ship for Europe that may arrive with 
you from Bantam or the South Seas. ^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st February 1735 : The season 
growing late and none of our galleys appearing, it is agreed to despatch 
the Victoria grab now in the road immediately to Mokha with Messrs. 
Draper and Goodwin in order to purchase a loading of coffee for the 
King William. Eevddds Ambaidas offering to give bills payable at 
Mokha for 10,000 Sp. dollars at the rate of Ks. 210 per 100, in part 
payment of his debt to the Company, and as the gentlemen will be in 
want of money to carry on the investment of coffee, it is agreed to 
accept thereof.^ 

Court'^s letter to Surat, 7th April 1684: Take fit seasons for the 
buying of our cotton at Broach when it is cheapest, and keep men 
constantly packing and pressing it hard with our screws at Swaliy or 
Surat that you may have quantities thereof always lying by ready to 
sliip upon any emergency. ^ 

Court of Directors'’ letter, 20th April 1708, paragraph 35 : As for 
cotton wool our own plantations produce such vast quantities besides 
what comes from Turkey that we lose more than the capital thereby* 
We therefore absolutely forbid your sending any till further orders.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 7th October 1737, paragraph 27 : We 
direct that you annually purchase a thousand khakis of the best 
Broach cotton upon our account at Surat to be disposed of according ta 
the directions we shall think fit to give from time to time. It must 
be youi' care to procure it in the most proper season upon the most reason- 
able terms. ^ 

Couiii of Directors^ letter, 13th March 1743, paragraph 34 : A stock 
of 1000 bales of cotton must always be on hand. We expect that pur- 
suant to our directions some years ago, care has been taken to have such 
a quantity by you, as that article was in great demand in Bengal last 
year. We direct in case you should be doubtful whether you shall be able 
to load home all the tonnage consigned to you, that the first of these 
ships that arrives at Bombay be loaded with cotton, and that you put 
on board what surplus treasure can be spared, despatching her away 
with all expe^tion to Bengal. We shall give directions to our President 
and Council in Bengal to load on her such a number of bales proj^er for 
the Europe market, and what saltpetre can conveniently be spared, 
with her dunnidge in redwood, and to give the Commander orders to 
proceed therewith to Tellicherry, where on the ship^s arrival, the Chief 
and Council must fill her up with pepper, and despatch her to us 
without loss of time. You must give the Chief needful directions, 
adding withal that only such part of the saltpetre must remain on 
board as they are obliged to continue in the sliip for the filling up her 
tonnage or what the Captain shall require at the low freight, reserving 
the rest for some of our other ships. ® 


2 Pill). Bex). Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 10. ^ Diary 8 of 1734-35, 71-.72. 

3 Pul}. Bep, Court’s L. TO. 1 of 1681 .1685, 8k 

4 Comp, of Standing Ord. TO, 1 of 1715- 1721, 86., 

® Comp, of Standing Ord. ¥ol, 1 of 1715-1721, 100 . 

« Puk Bep. Court’s L. TO. 3 of 1742-1751, 35-36, 
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Court o£ Direetoi's^ letter^ 8tli June 1743^ paragraphs 6 and 6 : We 
have resolved that the Hardwich ^ 2 S\. proceed from your side of India 
to Canton in China^ and Messrs. Laseoe Hide, Henry Hadley, and 
Biehard Pinnell supercargoes take passage on her to transact our affairs 
there. Therefore you must put on board a quantity of cotton at your 
place or Surat and also what pepper you Judge can be spared. In case 
no ship is sent to China on your own account, you must fill the 
Hardwick with sandalwood, putchoek, olibantim, and other articles proper 
for the Canton market, maldng up in silver per invoice to amount 
in the whole to Bs. 2,40,000 or more. If the supercargoes desire 
it consign the same to Messrs. Hide Hadley and Pinnell, who must 
be present at the packing of each article to see that every thing is in 
good order, and you must give the commander sailing orders to proceed 
to the port of Canton, and to obey the orders of the said Messrs. Hide 
Hadley and Pinnell.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 20th March 1744, paragraph 28: This 
paragrai)h directs that a large stock of cotton should be pureliased at 
the chea|)est time of the year to answer the demand of the China and 
Bengal markets. ^ 

Bombay Government Diary, 15th December 1779 : Account sale of 
8212 bales of the Honourable Company's cotton at public outcry at 
Bombay, at two months^ credit and to be paid for when taken away® : 

Bombay Cotton^ 1779. 


Bales. 

Year. 

Rupees 
the Khandi, 

Bales, 

Year. 

Rupees 
the Khandi. 

200 ... 

1778 

91 

200 ... 

1779 

98 

200 ... 


90 

200 ... 


103 

200 ... 

> J 

91 

200 ... 


102 

196 ... 

9 ^ 

91 

200 ... 

» > 

101 

200 ... 

99 

93 

200 ...! 

>> 

99 

200 ... 

9 9 

96 

176 ...! 

>> 

97 

200 ... 

9 9 

92 

200 

>} 

96 

200 ... 

99 

93 

240 

»> 

99 


Bombay Government Diary, 26th May 1780 : Estimate (25th May 
1780) of the expense of bowing and |)aeking one hhandi of Broach 
cotton in which operation two days are required ^ : 


Bowing 

Loss in cleaning 30 sers at Es. 90 per hhandi 
Crumiies, 12 pieces, at Rs. 5 per co. (covit)... 
Dutties, 19 yards, at 61 res per yard • ... 
Fine Bajiipiir lieinp ropes, two at Re. 1 eaeli 
Twine, one pound ... ... ... 

Sewing wrappers ... 

Bacldng two bales ... ... ... 


Rs. 

29 

3 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1' 


q. W 
0 0 
0 86 
0 0 
3 59 
0 0 

0 58 

1 0 
0 0 
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41 2 3 


^ Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 1742-1761, 47 -48. 

2 Comp, of Standing Ord. Yol. 1 of 1716-1721, 78. Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 3 of 
1742-1751, 64 -C5, ^ Pub, Diary 76 of 1779, 669'670» ^ Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 238. 
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Court of Directors’’ letter^ 4th November 1719^ J)aragraph 43 : 
Cowries (hivd/s) are a commodity if alive and bright, coloured sliells, 
that we would never be without, they being so necessary for the Guinea 
trade. Some we do at times get from Bengal where they have our 
standing orders to send us a quantity yearly. We say the same to you. 
Send us all we wnite for, if good and tolerable cheap ; enforce your 
orders to Calicut and Anjengo that they procure all they can with the 
greatest industry and application. Explain to us what are the contents 
in weight of the word cotta by them used in the last Anjengo letter.^ 

Court of Directors'’ letter, 12 th March 1730, paragraph 41: 
Cowries if at thirty-five to forty shillings per cent, the small ones the 
best,^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 28th June 1717, paragraph 23 : We 
would have been glad to have read therein you have provided a 
quantity of broad tapseils, niecannees, Guinea stuff s and Brawls, also of 
Neganepauts. You will on perusing our lists of investments find for 
several years past we always wrote for these when we forbade other 
sorts of white and coloured goods. The reason is they are necessary 
for the Guinea trade and must be had, or else got from Holland yearly. 
They pay little or no duties being prohibited to be worn in England. 
We are sorry you give us this occasion for complaint. Be sure provide 
of these sorts according to the quantities we order, or if before our 
ships arrive, then according to the lists of the preceding years, till we 
forbid them or any of them.^ 

Court of Directors’ letter, 27th February 1718, paragraph 38 : 
Indigo is always a readymoney commodity, and takes up a great deal 
of time to purchase a quantity. Therefore first get us Guinea goods 
and cowries, then indigo if not above Es. 50 the or other piece- 
goods mentioned in the investment.^ 

Court of Directors’ letter, 4th November 1719, paragraph 42 : But 
you must always remember to send us the several species of Guinea 
goods we write for ; because we have none or but very few from the 
other coast to answer the same purposes, and they are absolutely neces- 
sary for exportation.® 

Court’s letter to Surat, 22nd April 1682 : We desire you to provide 
6000 oz. or thereabouts of good fresh Agra musk in grain provided 
you can have it from 12s. to 14s. the oz., taking great care it be 
fresh, well coloured, and well grained and put up in leaden pots if to 
be had, for we find tliat the toothanaque (tutenague) pots do dry it very 
much. We would have any pots under 200 oz. packed very hard and 
closed with skins over the pots ; and pray put no paper within the pots, 
for that dries the musk ; but instead thereof a part of lead to keep it 
close, and let special care be taken in the goodness.® 


^ Comp, of standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 90. 
- Coiiip. of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 95, 
^ Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, S9, 
^ Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 90. 
® Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 90. 
f Fnb. Dep. Court’s L. VpL 1 of 1681-1GS5, 12. 


Materials*] 


AND ISLAND. ': ■■ 97 

Surat letter to Bombay, 7tli March 1676 : We desire you by the 
first conveyance to send us up 2000 paving stones of tlie same dimen- 
sions as was formerly sent : 4 inches thick. If the whole quantity is 
not at present procurable, we desire you to send so many as j^ou ean 
and the rest when you ean procure themd 

Surat letter to Bombay, 27th August 1734 : We requested to have 
the paving stones we indented for last year as the new warehouse we 
have built is quite useless till it is j)a'Ved.^ 

Courtis letter to the President and Council at Surat, 22nd April 
(1681 or 82) : We must enjoin you j)artieularly that you do endeavour 
to secure 600 or 800 tons of pepper beforehand to be in readiness at 
the respective places on the coast of India or at Surat that you shall 
Judge most certain and expedient to answer our end. For the price 
whereof we do not limit you, because we find it indispensably neces- 
sary to our affairs to have about that quantity and we depend upon 
your integrity to get it as cheap as you can.^ 

CourPs letter to Surat, 7th April 1684 : To j)rocure great quantity 
of pepper you may (if you think fit) settle a cheap factory at Billiapa- 
tam and make a firm and lasting agreement with the Queen of Atcheen 
near Purcat who made us a fair offer formerly.'^ 

Court’s letter to Surat, 2nd July 1684 : We would have you by all 
means to procure some of the pepper plants from Mangalor, and not 
only to send them to St. Helena as we formerly ordered but likewise 
to make a small plantation of them in some proper place upon Bombay 
where it cannot be otherwise, but you may now have labour very clieai), 
so many poor families having been forced to retire thither by the wars 
between Sambhaji and the Portuguese. But we had much rather you 
should let out some of the Company’s land at halves or in such pro- 
portion as you can that way, to be employed in planting of pepper, than 
attempt to do it by days-men, which at Mre will never work for the 
Company so well as they will for themselves. The unlet land we have 
fit for any such purpose we suppose, must be either i}art of our drowned 
lands or of that wood-land upon Malabar point — both of which we 
would have ^-oii to consider well and how to inijirove it to our most 
advantage. This time of such numerous resort of poor strangers to our 
protection and island is most likely and cheapest to make a progress in 
the aforesaid improvement.'" 

Court of Directors’ letter, paragraph 44, 20th April 1708 : Karwar 
pepper is the best sort and therefore we would not desert that place, 
because we arc assured it is capable of supplying 1000 to 2000 
Ichandk yearly, if supplied with stock ; Anjengo has cost a great deal 
of money in buildings, and we will not willingly lose all by deserting 
it I but then you must take care it prove worth the keeping, by making 
proper investments there.^ 


J Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 88. 

2 Surat Fact. Diary 617 of 1734-85, 17. 

3 Fub. Dep. Court’s Letters Voi.l of 1681- 1685, 10. 
Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681-16*85, SO, 

s Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1G85, 93. 
^ Comp, of Staudiiig Ord. Vol. 1 of 1716 -1721j 87. 
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Court of Directors^ letter, paragraph 43^ 21st February 1717 : We 
told you by the last yearns shippiug, our objectious to the buying 
pepper at Surat or Bombay at the worst hand^ when we might have it 
so much cheaper at our own settlements down the eoast. In the 
aforesaid Diary, notice is taken that we might have large quantities 
more than the tonnage we send Avould take in, if they were constantly 
and fully supplied, and cheaper if they had the supplies early j that the 
Anjengo pepper is to be had cheapest, and Calient next.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16th October 1724 : The Sunda 
Eaja has prohibited the selling of pepper to the people of the factory 
at ICarwar because of the evil insinuations of Venkaji Sinay who is 
too much credited by the Chief, •which may occasion disputes and a 
breach of ancient friendship between the Company and the Eaja to the 
great detriment of the commerce. And the Raja has ordered that the 
price shall be settled at Bombay and the pepper delivered at Karwar 
to such as your Honour (Bombay Governor) shall appoint to receive it.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 17th May 1728: In the letter 
to the Chief and factors at Surat, we also added a paragraph to remind 
them of our former orders for collecting a duty of Rs. 3 per JdiancU on 
all pepper belonging to the English landed there from the eoast, that 
cannot produce a certificate of its having before paid it at the export 
from the pepper settlements.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23rd August 1731 : We approve 
of the contracts the Chief and factors at Tellieherry have made for the 
quantity of the pepper directed, namely 1000 hharidis at Es, 65 
wliich they say was already in warehouse and 800 khandis more at 
Es. 634 be ready in October.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 17th September 1731 : The 
Chief and factors at Tellieherry insinuate to us their apprehensions that 
the Dutch wdll let slip no opportunity to get possession of the island 
of Dharmapatan (three miles north of Tellieherry) and that if we do not 
improve the present disposition of the Prince to deliver it over to our 
Honourable Masters, we are not to expect hereafter the like occasion. 
Should it be delivered over to the Moors the Dutch might make a 
much easier conquest of the said island than while in the possession of 
the prince. Our gentlemen are likewise of opinion that though the 
Moors may highly resent the delivery of it over to us, yet they will not 
attempt to give us any molestation when once we are in possession of 
it, because we have it still in our powder to make reprisals on their 
trading ships which are pretty numerous. To prevent the Dutch 
designs on the said island we condescended last year to lend the Prince 
80,[H)0 Fanams and to present him with 20,000 more, hnd to keep him 
steadfast in the interest of our Honourable Masters, our gentlemen at 
Tellieherry had since been obliged at times to make an additional loan of 
40,000 E^anams. We have reason to apprehend that should "we not 
take the necessary care to prevent the said island of Dharmapatan 


' Comp, of Standing Ord. V61. 1 of 17! 5 - 1721, 89. 

2 I'ub, Diary 2 of 1724, 130. ^ Pub. Diary 3 of.1727-28, 111. 

< Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 97,-98.^ . / 


Materials*] 


AND ISLAND. V\ 

'Mling either into the hands of the Moors or Dntcli^ the loans hitherto 
nnvle would bo in great danger of being lost and the settlement of 
Telliclierry not only greatly streightened but rendered of little iise or 
signification to our Honourable Employers. It is therefore to be con- 
sidered what methods we are to pursue in so critical a conjunetiire; 
Duly pondering the forementioned considerations^ it is resolved that 
we direct oiir gentlemen at Tellieheny to close with the Prince for 
delivering over to them in behalf of our Honourable Masters the 
entire sovereignty of the said island of Dharmapatan with all the rights 
and revenues thereunto belonging, upon the best terms they possibly 
can by paying him down such a sum as purchase money as they shall 
be informed by him will be most acceptMrled 

Court of Directors^ letter, paragraph 102, dated 7tlx March 1733 : 
Popper is an article which of late years has turned to a very good 
account; and the tonnage now consigned you being more than usual, 
the proper measures must be taken to provide a sufficient quantity 
beforehand to fill up the ships. In order thereto our several facto- 
ries upon the coast must be plentifully supplied with cash to command 
the market, and that our servants or others may not supplant us, all 
under our protection must be prolubited purchasing any pepper at those 
settlements till the Company has sufficient for their tonnage in the 
current year. We further recommend it to your consideration, whether 
it will not he proper that all the pepper should be sent np to Bombay 
from those settlements, to be ready in your warehouses to put on board 
our ships.^ 

Court of DireotorsMetter, paras 53-55, 5th March 1734; Eepe- 
tition of the foregoing order concerning pepper, and in case Tellieheny 
fails in the supplies demanded, to have recourse to Onor Kdrwar and 
other places upon the coast, if a double stock of pepper can be secured 
at moderate prices, when we have money to spare, it will be an accept- 
able piece of service, and answer very valuable purposes.^ 

Court of Director^ letter, paras 35 and 66, loth March 1734: A 
repetition of former orders to secure pepper sufficient for their demands, 
and not suffer the country ships to forestall them or any difficulties bo 
put in their way by the sale of pepper to our China ships. Confirm- 
ation of the duty of Es. 3 per hhandi on pepper exported from the 
coast 

Bombay Government Consnltation, 14th February 1735 ; Letter of 
17th January 1735 from the Chief and factors at Tellieherry, advises that 
they had advanced the Chitty Rs. 16,000 and 1000 gubbers (gold ducats 
or sequins) for pepper, who had promised to deliver them 500 khundls of 
the new crop by tlie 10th February. This with what they liad in warehouse 
they think would be sufficient for filling up the ships this season/' 

Court of Directors^ letter, paras 23 and 53, 11th March 1735 : Con- 
tinuation of orders for securing a double stock of popper wlienever 
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practicable. This para repeats and recommends the securing all the 
pepper possible and directs to suffer none to be appropriated to private 
nses.-^ 

Bombay Government Consultation^ 17th September 1735: The 
Tellieherry advices of 18th April and 16th June being now taken into 
consideration^ and recourse being had to their several letters wherein 
they make mention of the island Dharmapatan^ the eoiivenieiices and 
ineonveiuences that seem most likely to ahteiid our removing from 
Tellieherry thither, gathered from the said advices, are as follows : That 
by its situation in the centre of the pepper country at the entrance of 
the river Trentapatam and Kodoli leading to Kolata and Bengal, from 
whence the pepper is usually brought, the procuring that commodity 
may be rendered more secure than in any other place thereabouts. It 
has an influence also on Bandatarra lying to the northward ■which 
supplies so large a quantity of pepper that they are made to 
believe that though the Dutch were in possession of Kadalai it would 
not be in their power to deprive iis of any great j^art of the pepper 
produced in those countries. Our settling* there prevents the Dutch 
French and others getting a footing, and its nearness to Kolata^s country 
will awe and induce him to keep fair with us at all times and prevent 
the stop he is frecpiently inclined to put to our trade and even to im- 
pose new duties on it. As an island it may be more easily defended, 
prove a means of securing the Company a more certain footing in the 
country, and be attended at all times with less inconvenience than 
Tellieherry. When it was in the most flourishing state under the Moors 
Dharmapatan was said to have yielded sixty thousand fanams a year ; and 
admitting the Kanaris vdthdrawm, it becomes the Company's immediate 
property and the lands with time and pains will admit of great 
improvements and it is not to be doubted but in twelve years it will 
afford a revenue of full twelve thousand rupees per annum from 
the eocoanut trees, paddy grounds, and salt pans. We must give the 
Chief and factors at Tellieherry a caution to secure Dharmapatan 
in the best manner they can against the attempts of any enemy 
whatever, lest by delaying so to do, the French (in case of a wnr 
breaking out) or the Kanaris should attack them before they are 
prepared against their attempts. The loss of the island in such a manner 
would render our other settlements upon the coast entirely useless and 
we should be deprived of the means of sending home even a single ship 
with a loading likely to turn to any advantage. As to the Kanaris we 
must repeat what we wrote in our letter of the 14th October last that 
our greatest fear is still concerning the opposition our gentlemen may 
meet with from them. It appears to tis that the Kanaris would never 
carry on their wars against the Malabars at the great expense it must 
put them to, but with a design of securing to themselves the pepper 
trade of that country for which we apprehend no place thereabouts is 
so proper as Dharmapatan. We need only remind the gentlemen of 
the Kanaris’ treatment of the Portuguese last year at Mangalor to 
prevent any the like disaster befalling them which would tend to our 
eternal disgrace, the loss of all we have hitherto laid out, and all 
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pretensions to a quiet and advantageous situation on this coast and that 
o£ the pepper trade ill general/ 

Bombay Government Consul tation^ 1 7 th December 1735^ on the Telli- 
eherry Chief and factors^ letter of 17th November 1735 : The Com|)aiiy 
traded largely in pepper and cardamoms got through their factory at 
Tellicherry. 550 khcmdis of pepper were sent by them in November and 
they expected some time after that to have in their warelionse 2851 
khandis and 8 Brians of nio.re peiiper. They add^ the new crop pro- 
mising well^ they hope to procure siiiHcient for the Richmond and the 
ships going home in 1736-37 for which they desire to be properly 
supplied They will procure the cardamoms ordered on the best terms 
they can for which they have advanced 501 Venetians/ 

Court of Directors^ letter^ para 12, 12th December 1735 : This para 
earnestly recommends the laying in a double stock of pepper the first 
favourable opportunity (see the 55thparagraph per 

Bombay Government Coiisiiltatioii, 13th January 1736: We are very 
sorry to find by the Tellicherry letter of 12th December that the report 
we iiad heard of the Kanaris^ intention of sending a powerful army to 
the Malabar country Avith desire to wrest from us the island Dharma- 
pataii, is now confirmed. As Ave are fully persuaded that our being 
deprived of that island Avill be attended with the loss of the pepper 
trade, Ave think it onr duty to resolve upon taldng the most eifectual 
measures to prevent it. Though aa^c do not pretend to be competent 
judges Avhether the pepper trade be Avorth preserving at the expense 
we must necessarily put onr Honourable Masters to (but must leave that 
to be determined by them), yet should it be so and we suffer it to be 
lost Avitliout applying our endeavours to prevent it, Ave must certainly 
incur a very severe censure. On the other hand, Ave are of o^fiiiion 
that should our Honourable Masters not think the securing the pe 2 )per 
trade and fortifying Dharmapataii to be necessary, some of our riAuls in 
trade would be glad to take it oif our hands, were it to cost more than 
it is likely to do. Onr garrison is so bare and our present occasions 
both for our vessels and military men so pressing that Ave can send 
them no other force than four or five galiA^ats Avith tlie proper detach- 
ment of sepoys. We must therefore Avrite to Madras (as it is now 
agreed to do) requesting the President and Council to send Avith all ex- 
pklitioii to Tellicherry Avhat force they can possibly spare by one of the 
Honourable Company's vessels or else to freight one for that purpose. 
It is likcAvise agreed to direct the gentlemen at Anjoiigo to supply 
them Avith what men they can list or be able to spare from their 
garrison if the country round them be quiet/ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 28th January 1736 : Should the 
Ivanaris gNe our gentlemen at Tellicherry factory any molestation, it is 
agreed to give the gentlemen permission to employ the vessels in ime- 
venting their army getting provisions or in otherwise annoying them, 
which when they find in our power, we believe they will not attempt 
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to impede us iu our designs. Considering that the Kanaris and 
French are determined if possible to^ get possession of the island 
Dharimpatan^ which at present is not in a condition to be defended 
against the attempts that may be made, we judge it absoliiioly neces- 
sary to set about seeuring it by raising a strong fort thereon as 
speedily as possible. As Mr. Archibald Campbell, our clerk of the 
works, has taken an exact survey of the island and is perfectly acciuaint- 
ed with the situation thereof, we think him the proper person to give 
directions in what manner to fortify it which we must leave to Iiis 
judgment. It is agreed to give directions to this purport in our 
next letter to Tellicherry ; and as we have reason to apprehend that a 
war may shortly he declared between England and France, we doubt 
not but in such case the French w^ould openly attack us on that island 
and at present we are not in a condition to withstand them. But by 
beginning the works now we hope they will be in such forwardness 
that we may be able to defend ourselves against the attempts the French 
or others may make, which is a consideration that in oiir opinion renders 
it absolutely necessary that the works be set about as soon as possible. 
When the Dliarmapatan works are finished and Tellicherry thrown up, 
we doubt not but our expenses will be less and our footing in that country 
as well as the command of the pepper trade be much more secure than at 
present.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th February 1736 : Mr. Camp- 
bell, our clerk of the works, has according to the Presidents directions, 
drawn a plan of a square fort of ninety yards curtain to be built for 
the security of Dliarmapatan. This of itself (admitting it completely 
built according to rule) exclusive of all other necessary buildings, will 
amount to no less than Es. 9,50,000. We cannot think of setting 
about this work if upon examination it shall appear likely to cost near 
half that sum. However it is directed that the said i^laii and calcnlate 
be sent to Tellicherry ; and that we acquaint the gentlemen that we 
think the fort proposed is not only too large and the wall too high and 
too thick but that it must take up several years in building. That we 
are informed that the hill Parambu, whereon it is proposed to be built, 
is a solid soft rock and if so we do not apprehend it will be necessary 
to sink a foundation or for the wall to be built so many feet high as 
is computed, because of the side of the hill that is cut away will serve 
for tlio facing of the ditch and the wall be raised upon that. Till 
we know whether the Mil Parambu be a rock or only loose earth, we 
cannot fraane any judgment of the height the walls of the intended 
fort ought to be and consequently not of the expense. Therefore 
we must recommend to the gentlemen to view the said hill and make 
an experiment whether it be rock or loose earth; that they also give us 
their opinion of the size of the work necessary and make a calculate of 
the expense and let us know whether a fort raised on this hill will 
effectually secure the island and the pepper trade, till when we must 
yet defer coming to a final determination.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16th February 1736: The 
President acquaints the Board tloat since our last Consultation he had 
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directed Mr. Gainplbell to draw out another plan o£ a fort for Dliamia- 
pataii island of only seventy yards curtain^ the wall twenty feet 
high from the bottom of the ditelg the ditch to be sixty feet broad and 
ten feet deep^ the expense of which Mr. Campbell computes may 
amount to about Es. 3j3S^OO () ; but should the hill prove a solid rock 
(as it is supposed to be)^ there will not be occasion to lay the foundatioii 
of the wail below the hot tom of the ditch as is allowed for in the 
calculate^ and a great part of the expense will be saved. Directed 
that this plan and calculate be sent to Tellicherry ; and that we acquaint 
the • gentlemen that thougli this is more agreeable to tis than the 
otheiq we shall not permit them to set about it till we know their 
opinion^ and are well assured of its being capable to secure the island 
and thereby a suflicient share of the pepper traded 

Bombay Government Consultation of 12th October 1736: We 
cannot consent to the Tellicherry factors*^ raising a small fortification 
at the inland extremity of Dharmapatan island^ as we are of 
opinion that their having so many small works a,t a distance from each 
other^ very much weakens their garrison. As to the principal fort 
proposed to be built on Parambii hill, we have not the least thoughts 
of setting about such a work, as our Honourable Masters have forbidden 
our raising any expensive fortifications at Dharmapatan, and told us 
they can never consent to the throwing up Tellicherry after the large 
sums that have been laid out there. Though the maintaining 
possession of so many fortifications as wc now hold upon that island 
creates a very great charge^ yet, as we have laid before our Honourable 
Masters the advantages or inconveniences likely to accrue to their 
affairs by keeping or relinquishing the island, we are unwilling to 
throw up any of the places we now hold thereon till we receive their 
final directions which we expect by the next ships.® 

Court of Directors^ letter, para 29, 22nd December 1736 : This 
para presses a compliance with the several paragrai^hs aforegoing in 
their letter for the purchase of pepper.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9th May 1737 : The Telli- 
clierry Chief and factors had contracted for 2013 hliandu and 3 
quarters of po|)per of the new crop of which 657 khandk and 3 
quarters are outstanding, They greatly fear they shall not exceed 2500 
hhandis, the price being advanced to Rs. 78 (the khancli) ; and they are 
assured the Oliitty must suffer considerably by what he has engaged 
for, nor can he comply w'ith his bargain without great difficulty. They 
Irave laden on our cruizers 277 1 hlumdisj^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, para 28, 7th October 1737 : This para 
enioins the utmost endeavours to be used for securing a sufficiency of 
pe2)per,® » 

Court of Directors^ letter, para 40, 2nd April 1740 ; When 
Tellicherry and Aiijengo fall short of the quantity of pepper requisite 
for the Conipany^s service, they would have their money dispersed on 
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other parts of the coast, and recommend the sending a covenant 
servant to Onor.^ 

Translate of the king of Travancor’s letter to the President, dated the 

28 rdOetober 1741and received at Bombay the 8 th Jamiaiy 1742: The 
agreement I am disposed to make with the Honourable Company shall 
consist in the furnisMng them_ with all the pepper and cloth produced in 
my territories including those in Peritally, saving only such a quantity of 
each as shall be required for the use of my subjects. The price between 
ns shall be settled on moderate conditions. As the Dutch have 
without just cause entered my country in a warlike manner, the Honour- 
able Company shall, in consequence of the above advantages, undertake 
to mediate a peace. On peace being concluded, I will engage to deliver 
the pepper as heretofore to the Comirany at Quilon Carnapalla and 
Cartigapalla. Should the Dutch refuse to fix a peace then it will be suffi- 
cient that the Comiiany pursue the proiier means for hindering the Dutch 
from violating the tranquillity of any of the preeited places granted to 
them (the Comjiany) as their sole privilege. The price for the pejiper to be 
delivered to the Honourable Company, shall be conformable to the current 
rate of the country. But I am to desire and e.xpeet the Company will 
furnish me with some guns, small arms, mortars, gunpowder and other 
kind of ammunition wanted, and to be at the value they were bono-ht 
for. The customs and annual iwesent shall continue as heretofore • 
but as the Dutch have blocked up my ports and give their protection 
for the free navigation of vessels aiopertahiing to powers in enmity 
with me, and also do violate the authority of English passports, these 
points must he settled between ns. The Honourable Company are to 
protect the pepper with their flag. Provided the preeited proposals 
are accepted I engage to furnish them with above 3000 khandis of 
pepper (meaning it is supposed annually, though this is not expressed). 
And as the Dutch may prove troublesome, it will be necessary that 
forts be erected at Quilon, Quileteb, Tervanda Eddava, as also in 
PeritaUy where requisite. These forts must be provided with the 
requisites for defence, and bear the English flag. Pj-ovided the 
English Company will not pay the expense of the forts, I will undertake 
the same myself they affording, however, a competent garrison to each 
with all requisite appurtenances ; and the expense attending the so doinw 
I will discharge. Should not the English agree to these, and my 
enemies do continue to distress me, I shall be compelled to seek assist- 
ance from some other European power though I should much rather 
prefer the English to whomsoever. The guns to be applied for the 
forts I will satisfy the cost of.^ ^ ^ 

Many of the places mentioned in this letter being subject to the 
Dutch and granted to them, the Board did not think it useful to 
enter into any discussion of the matter, but referred the letter to the 
Chief and factors at Anjengo.® 

Court of DireetorsMetter dated 11th March 1742, paras 45-47- 
Qur President Mr. Wake, dm-ing his residence at Tellicherry, did 
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ns eniment service in securing aiimially large quantities of pepper 
by making pnrcjliases at all the adjacent places without limiting the 
price; which iiietliod bis siieeessor wiil do well to eon ti line/ guarding 
ill the most priident manner against enhancing* the markets. Here we 
Judge it proper to mention that it has been hinted to ns^ a thoiisand 
khandis or more of pepper may be procured yearly at Onor/ by a 
covenant sorvant or two residing on the spot attended only with a 
few peons. Thereby an advantageous commerce and intercourse may 
also be maintained with the neighbouring territories. This aifair we 
offer to your consideration^ expecting that our 'welfare will be promoted 
l)y sending a very trusty servant^ if the prospect affoxxls any encotirage- 
ment, whose conduct if satisfactory to us shall not fail of being suit- 
ably rewarded.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter dated 13th March paras 46-48 : 

Having good reason to think the French will be very bare of 
money tliis season in the several parts of Indty our Chief and Council 
of Tellicherry may thereby secure a larger jiroportion of pepper for us 
ill the country round about them. We observe with satisfaction tlia.t 
previous to the receipt of our orders upon that head last season^ a couple of 
covenant servants were sent to Onor^ who having purchased some pepper 
in those parts^ we hope a further progress has been made on their growing 
more conversant with the customs and manners of the people. As Onor 
has not been visited for many years by any of our servants upon our 
account some difficulties might probably at first occur. But by a 
residence managed with prudeneOj the difficulties would daily lessen^ and 
hearty vigorous measures being exerted we doubt not they were crowned 
with success by increasing the quantity next season. As pepper answers 
very well, you must have recourse to other parts of the coast for securing 
all the pepper possible at reasonable prices, you having a flowing cash 
to command the market.^ 

Court of DireetoiV letter dated 30th March 1744, para 54 : 
We take due notice of our Chief and GounciFs good services at 
ABjengo ill sending iis 1300 hhandis of pepper and upwards the last 
season, being a much larger quantity than usual. We persuade our- 
selves that Sir. Botirehier and the new Council will tread in the same 
steps by making considerable investments for us in this important 
aidicle.^ 

Court of DireetorsMetter dated 10th January 1745, para 11 : We 
should not have you purchase for us more than 2000 khandis of 
pepper unless to be had at Rs. 70 a khemdi at which price go on 
purchasing what you ean.'^ 

Court of Directors^ letter dated 7tli May 1746, para 25, directs to 
procure all the pepper i)ossible if at Rs. 70 the khcincli} 
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Court of DireetoiV letter dated 7tli May 1746 : Tlie best means 
we apprehend to prevent the detention of shipping and to lower the 
present extravagant price of pepper^ will be to have on all times a 
considerable stock on hand. We therefore earnestly recommend it to 
3 ^ou to take every opportunity of purchasing or causing to be purchased 
such c|uantities wherever it can be had^ so as that you may always 
have at Bombay and at the several settlements a stock of at least 
t^velve hundred tons by you after the despatch of the ships; and w^e 
think the principal magazine should be at Bombay. We shall leave it 
to 3 mur discretion to purchase more or less, according to the prices 
pepper shall be at.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6th February 1748 : Though at 
present none of onr latter shipping are arrived, considering how 
acceptable it may be were we able to despatch a ship directly from 
hence to England, and as the 194 tons of pepper latel}^ received from 
Tellicherry is not sniEcient, also seeing that Captain Francis Walmsley 
of ship Avgusta belonging to Bengal is willing in behalf of his owners 
to let her out to the Honourable Company for a voyage to Tellicherry 
and back again to this port at the very reasonable rate of Rs. 700b 
for 1000 Tellicherry Jchandis of pepper, it is agreed that the same 
be accepted ; and that an obligation be accordingly drawn out to be 
signed by the said captain on the one part and the Secretary on the 
other in behalf of the Honourable Company.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter dated 7th March 1749 paragraph 45 : 
We find tliat our servants at Anjengo made no contract for pej)per in 
the year 1748, occasioned, as they allege, by' the villainy and ingratitude 
of the king of Travancor, and his delivering the Dutch a large quan- 
tity at the extravagant price of Rs. 86 the MancZ?*. As further by 
the last advices our affairs there appear to be in a precarious situation, 
you are seriously to consider of the state of that settlement, and from 
time to time give such orders and instructions to the Chief and Council 
as you shall judge the nature and circumstances may require.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter dated 6th March 1750 paragraphs 56 
and 57 : How the French and Dutch find their account in giving such 
extravagant prices for pepper we cannot conceive, and as it is reason- 
able to believe they will, before this reaches you, have seen their error, 
our servants at the subordinate factories will not, we hope, find it very 
difficult to get as much as will be wanted at moderate prices. If pepper 
cannot be had at Anjengo but by supplying the King mth warlike 
stores, we must under onr present circumstances submit to those terms. 
But our servants at that settlement must be directed to prevent its 
growing into a custom, and take the very first convenient opportunity 
of discontinuing the practice.* * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th May 1750 : As pepper is at 
such an exorbitant price as Rs. 140 the Ichandi and so small a quantity 
as only about 50 is to be procured, the Chief and factors at 
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Telliclierry acted very right in not contracting for it. But tliey must 
be directed to make the earliest inquiry what quantity of this article 
may be procurable to the southward the ensuing season^ where we 
hope it may be purchased at a much more moderate rate^ as at the 
abovemeiitioiied price it cannot answer at any market in Iiidia^ nor we 
telieve in Europe, except on such emergency as the despatch of a ship 
rather than bear the expense of her abroad, which it may be supposed 
was the case of the French the past season. As the Chief and factors 
have the Honourable Company's orders for their guidance in purehas- 
iiig pepper, no farther directions are necessary to be given them on 
tliis head. Resolved also that we in due time send a proper person to 
Karwar, Oiior, and other Malabar ports to make inquiry if any and what 
quantity of pepper may be procurable at those places the next season.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th x4.pril 1752 : We are sorry 
to observe that according to the advices of the Chief and factors at 
TelliclieiTy there is not any probability of accommodating their 
troubles by pacific measures, and that they depend upon our sending 
them at least 500 men before the rains. Upon looking over the state 
of our military and sepoys on this island of Bombay, we find that 
we cannot possibly send more than 70 soldiers and 130 sepoys without 
depriving ourselves of the means of safety and defence, or making the 
Island a temptation to any one that should be inclined to invade it. 
Though there is no apparent present danger, we know the nature 
of these people too well to throw such a temptation in their way, as no 
articles nor obligations are binding with them when an appearance of 
gain offers itself. It is therefore resolved that that number proceed on 
the Prmce George^ and that we likewise ship on board two lakhs of rupees' 
which, including their balance of 1,59,000, we Judge will be sufficient 
for defraying their expenses and advancing on account of pepper.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 24th June 1755 : Letter from 
Captain Jacques De Funck representing that he sent home all Ins fair 
draughts of Dharmapatan onthePnnne Henry i and has ever since 
bean employed on a survey of Bombay and its fortifications, which is 
near finished but shall immediately set about a fair plan of Darmapa- 
taii, though he cannot lay it before us in less than a month or six 
weeks. Directed that he attend with the foul one at our next meeting 
to prevent so great a loss of time, and as we imagine, that will. 
Biiiiiciently describe 

Court of Directors'^ letter dated 23rd November 1759, paragraph 
22, directs that in fntiire no ships be sent to be filled with pepper 
at the west coast as the Court intend sending all surplus pepper from 
Malabar to Cliina,'^ 

Court of DirectoiP letter dated 22nd March 1765 paragraph 173 r 
As the pepper for some years past has been sent from the ■west coast 
of Sumatra to Chinaaand our only dependaiice has been upon you for 
providing this article, we are soriy to observe you have failed in send- 
ing such a supply as this market annually requires and in partieulai* 


^ Pub. Diary 23 of 175!), 185, - Pub, Diary 25 of 1752, 127 - 128. 

^ Pub, Diary 28 of 1755, 248. 

^ Ooinp. of Standing Orci Vol. 2 of 1759-1788, 1 , Pub. Dop, CoiirPs LsToh 5 ol 
1757- 1701, 221. 
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the Specifier^ the only ship which arrived from your side of India this 
season, brought us but 308 tons, a quantity greatly inadequte to the 
demand here and what we had reasons to expect. Notwithstanding 
therefore anything mentioned in this letter with respect to the dis- 
position of our ships, you are hereby positively directed to exert jom 
utmost endeavours to send us annually 600 tons of pe|)per at the least, 
divided equally upon two ships and as much more as the said two 
ships can take in consistently with the rest of their cargoes.-^ 

Court of Directors^ letter dated 12th September 1766 paragraph 
10 : As pepper is in great demand at this market, you are to provide as 
large a quantity as will be sufFieient for the several ships to be despatch- 
ed from your side of India, and that is to be done even by giving every 
ship as large a surplus tonnage at the low freight as can be conve- 
niently taken in. ^ 

Court of Directors'’ letter dated 18th March 1763 paragraph 75 : 
It is with much concern we observe that the conquests made by Haidar 
Ali Khan on the Malabar Coast, seem to have prejudiced our investment 
of pepper in a very remarkable manner. For though before his depar- 
ture to the Kariifltak he seemed to keep up an outward appearance of 
friendship, yet since his arrival there, circumstances must have been 
greatly charged which we at present are not acquainted with. Upon 
the whole we can only recommend to you to use your best endeavours 
to procure as much pepper as you can. We depend upon our President 
and Council of Fort St. George for giving you the proper information 
of what passes there with regard to Haidar Khan which will be some 
direction for your proeeedmgs.^ 

Court of DireetoiV letter dated 31st March 1769 paragraph 36 ; 
As the greatest part of Malabar Coast, from whence the largest propor- 
tion of our pepper investment is eolleeted, is in one continued scene of 
trouble, we positively enjoin that you exert yourselves to the utmost in 
procuring as large a quantity of this article at Aiijengo as possible, 
especially as it still continues much in demand and yields a good 
profit.'^ 

Court of Directors^ letter dated 6th April 1770 paragraph 24 : 
The dissolution of the French East Indian Company will, we hope, lessen 
the number and importance of your competitors for pepper. We there- 
fore desire you will afford strict attention to reduce the price and keep 
it as low as possible. We are pleased to. find by letter from Anjengo 
that pepper comes in fast and that the king of Travaneor has consider- 
ably exceeded the quantity for which he had contracted,^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23rd January 1776: Copies of 
the eoinmittee^s report at Fort Marlboro (in Sumatra) of the state of 
the pepper plantations must he transmitted to the settlements at Onor 
Telliclierry and Anjengo with directions to the gentlemen at these jdaees 
to give us the best accounts they can obtain of the cultivation of pepper 


^ Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 111. Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 7 < 
17G5 - J768, 57 » 58. ^ pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 7 of 1765 • 1768, 191. 

^ Pu1>. Dep, Court’s L. Vol. 7 of 1765 - 176S, 326. 

^ Pul). Dop. Court’s D, Vol. S of 1 769 - 1771, SO. 

® Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol, 8 of 1769 - 1771, 141. 
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on tlie Malabar Coast^ when we will comply with the ffononrable 
Company’s commands on this head as far as we can by giving the 
gentlemen at Fort Marlboro such inf ormation as we may procure and our 
owm knowledge can suggests 

CourCs letter to Surat^ 28th August 1682 : For rubies sapphires 
and other precious stones •we shall allow you the same commission as for 
diamonds^ to be shared two-thirds for our President and one-third of the 
said^ommission for our second upon the place at Surat. l’’ou must 
s"end us no emeralds except they be very large and fine. Small emeralds 
are a commodity rather to be sent into India than to be brought from 
thence,^ 

Court of DireetoiV letter_, 4ith November 1719 paragraph 111 The 
manifest of diamonds to be sent in a distinct list from that of the private 
tradCj and must show the value of each bnlce.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 25th March 172-1, jmragraph 76: As 
effects are sometimes sent out from hence to your side to purchase 
diamonds, we think fit to advise you that we have written to Fort 
St, George this season to prevent in future the crafty management of 
the traders therein and their correspondents, which wq have for some 
time suspected but of late more fully discovered. So far as the same 
orders happen to be necessary for your notice we recpiire you to put 
them in execntion. - We found that several who sent out money or 
coral for the purchase of diamonds, have instead thereof applied the 
same effects to trade in the country, and others, when the diamonds 
were scarce or dear, paid the silver into our cash and remitted it Flome 
by bill on us. By this arrangement they made a voyage at our 
cost wnthout any risk except of the bullion outwards ; because their 
silver being sold for pagodas, and those pagodas being paid into 
our cash did not stand them in more than seven shillings and three 
pence to seven shillings and ■five pence each, and we paid for them by 
the bills drawn at nine shillings. That we might cut off both these 
branches of mischief we have altered the former draughts of the bond. 
By the copies now sent you will see we have, •we laope, j)retty well 
guarded against any new attempts of the like kind by making it a 
part of the condition that the diamonds to be purchased with silver sent 
out shall be laden on our shipping within eighteen months after its 
arrival, and in the interim the silver shall be employed in trade or 
at interest. If coral or coral beads be sent out, the diamonds to be 
purchased with their produce shall be laden within twelve months after 
their sale. Do you cause enquiry often to be made and let us know. 
In future we expect our President to take care to see these and the 
other conditions of these new bonds duly and fully complied with. 
We have told our President of Fort St. George that we could not 
forbear complaining of his ill returns for our kindness in securing to 
him two and a half per cent commission on all consignments, in 
that he has not vonchsafed to send tis yearly accounts of what part of 
each were returned us, by what ships^ on whose aeeount, and on 
wliat consignments, although our general orders were positive for 


^ Pub, Diary 69 of 1776, 23. ^ Fnh. Dop. Court's L. YoL 1 of 1631 - 1685, 24. 

® Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol. I of 1715 - 172],23. 
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seiicliiig the same; and that we expected there would be no failures 
of this kind in any of our Presidents, if they expect we shall secure 
them their commissions. We told him we had yearly lists of diamonds 
sent, by whom, and for whom, but these do not show whose effects 
produced them, or when sent out, and whether they are the full returns, 
or what part of the consignment, and when sent out. Whereas we 
should know both and not take them only from the proprietors. How 
else can we with certainty know how to deliver up the bonds to be 
cancelled when demanded and because alleged to be fully complied 
with.^ 

Bombay Government Diary, 27 th November 1721: Manifest of 
diamonds laden on board the Diilce of Cambridge^ Captain Matthew 
Bookey, for Great Britain/ namely : 


Laden by : 

1. Honourable W. Phipps, Esquire, one bulce of dia- 
monds valued at Rs- 209-2-67 to be delivered by the 
Honourable Court of Directors to Aivero Mendez of 
London or bis assign, being marked and numbered 
as per margin 

2» Honourable W. Phipps 1 bulce of diamonds to be 
delivered by the Court of Directors to Captain T. 
Boone of London or bis assign, value Rs. 766-0-56, 
being marked and numbered as per margin 

3. Honourable Pbipjrs, Esquire, two bulces of dia- 
monds, being in pai't of 10,000 ounces of silver con- 
signed to him per ships the Morrie and Gad. ... to 
be delivered the Honourable Court of Directors and 
by them to Mr. Isaac Pranks, merchant in London, or 
bis assigns, value Rs. 4362-2-29, being marked and 
numbered as per margin 

4. John Hope, Esquire, 1 bulce of diamonds valued at 
Rs. 16,000, to be delivered by the Honourable Court of 
Directors to the executors of Captain Daniel Small, 
deceased, being marked and numbered as per margin 


Ra. qrs. rs. 
209 2 67 

766 0 56 

4362 2 29 

16,000 0 0 


Total ... 21,338 1 52 

The marginal marks and numbers are not available, the record being- in places torn. 

Court of Directors^ letter, llth March 1736, para 148: For 
the encouragement of the diamond trade, we have agreed to allow a 
bounty of two and a half per cent upon the gross sale at the candle 
of all registered diamonds brought home on our ships, which we think 
proper to acquaint you withal, as some coral is consigned for the 
purchase of them on your side of India, and as formerly few ships came 
without a register of them, which of late has been otherwise.'^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 12th March 1766, para 135: We 
absolutely direct that in future you are to give notice in the most 
public manner before the despatch or departure for Europe of any ship 
or vesser belonging to His Majesty or in the service of the Com- 
pany, that every person or persons who intends to send any diamonds 
gems or precious stones by such conveyances, do regularly and truly 
register them with you ; which register is to be transmitted to us by 


^ Comp, of Standing Or<3. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 120- 111. 
5 Pub. Diary 2 of 1724, 15M52. 

® Comp, of Standing Ord. Yoi, 1 of 1715 - 1721, 72. 
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siieli ship vessel or iiiaii-of-war together with the necessary advices in 
your general letter relating thereto. We do hereby declare it to 
you as our firm resolution and do accordingly positively direct that if 
any o£ our servants of what rank or station soever shall after the 
recei|)t hereof be guilty of a disobedience of these orders^ they be 
immecliately dismissed the service and sent to England by the first 
conveyance that offers. And if free merchants or any other person or 
persons whatsoever residing under the Company's protection^ shall be 
guilty of a breach of them^ such protection is immediately to be with- 
drawn and such person or persons are in like manner to be sent to 
England by the first conveyance; and if any of the black merchants 
or natives shall be gaiilty of a breach of those orders^ the Company's 
protection is likewise to be withdrawn from them and they be immediately 
sent out of the Company’s bounds. We declare these to be standing 
orders and you are not only to enter them in the books kept for that 
purpose, birt you are likewise to make them known in as effectual a 
manner as possible by fixing them up at the usual public and other 
proper places, and giving such other informations that no person in 
any part of your presidency may have it in his power to j)lead ignorance 
of tliem.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th November 1772 ; The advices 
* from the factors at Scincly received since our last letter to them, are 
now read and the following directions are given. The diamonds and 
pearl which were pledged to the late Eesident by Mirza Mendy for 
woollen delivered him, must be sent hither on the Speaher, as we find 
they cannot procure the amount in money from him.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th June 1773 : The President 
acquaints the Board that some time ago he sent to Mr. Mostyn the 
Resident at Poona the diamond received by the SpeaJcer from Scindy, 
in order to try what might be offered for it at that place where it was 
more likely to sell to advantage than at Bombay. Mr. Mostyn has 
lately informed the President that after several lower offers had been 
made, he has at last been offered Rs. 350 the ratUy 'whieh is the most that 
will be given and will amount to upwards of Rs. 8000 for the diamond. 
He requests the Board^s opinion whether it should be sold at that 
price. Upon this the letter from Seindy of the 17th December last 
(1772) is referred to, by which the Board find that this offer is nearly 
the same as the value put upon it at that place. It is therefore agreed 
that the offer be accepted and the President is desired to write to the 
Eesident at Poona accordingly.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th September 174^1: Not- 
withstanding the apprehensions the Chief and factors at Surat are 
under of putehock being at so high a rate as Rs. 20 the man yet as 
we conceive it will be required for the China market and generally 
yields from 35 to 40 tale the pecul, we think it best to repeat our 
directions for procuring the quantity specified.* 


^ Comp, of Standing Orel. Vol. 2 of 1759-1788, 226-227. Pub. Bep. Cotirt’sL. Yol. 7 
of 1765 - 1768, 151 - 152. 2 62 of 1772, 1061 - 1052. 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 8th dmio 177«% Pub. Diary 63 of 1773, 439. 

Pub, Diary 14 of 174041, 356. 
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Court of Directors^ letters^ 13tli March 1743 and 30th March 1744, 
para, 21 : Had a voyage been set on foot to China by our servants, 
^ve should eiieerfully have acquiesced in appropriating thereto the 
sandal wood, putcliock, myrrh, and olibanuni purchased upon our 
account for the Harrington they reimbursing us the cost in such man- 
ner that we should be no losers. This we mention for your gnidancc 
and encouragement on any the like case in future.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 13th March 1743, para 55 : When any 
refined saltpetre is sent us, the bags must be marked with an R to 
distinguish them from the common sort.^ 

Court of DirectorsMetter, 12th March 1766, pai^a 46: You must 
order our servants at Tellieherry to provide annually at the proper 
seasons three hundred Idiandis of sandal wood for the China market. 
If at any time it happens that we should not have occasion for it, it 
may always be sold on the spot to advantage.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 12th March 1730, para 42: This 
paragraph recommends the sending for raw silk from Bengal for the 
Bombay weavers.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 18th March, 1768, para 46 : The 
information yon have sent us al)Oiit the Ghilan silk as well as the silk 
received from Bushire makes us despair of ever having any. We 
shall not permit any cloth or money to be sent to Rasht or any other 
place in the interior parts of Persia so long* as the country continues in 
the unsettled state it is at present. In short, if raw silk is not to be 
obtained on or about the terms we ordered, we shall be obliged to drop 
that plan. But as the importance of this article and the vend of our 
woollens in that country would he a very desirable branch of trade to 
the nation as well as to the Company, we permit you to increase your 
price for the silk and to give as far as Es. 80 per man. This alteration 
we will submit to and hope it will have the desired effect.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6th August 1731 : In their 
letters the Chief and factors at Surat |)romise to use their utmost endea- 
vours m providing the quantity of goods indented for in the list of 
investment received by tlie OcMuim. At the same time they observe to 
us that through the present troubles in the Surat government, the high 
j)riee of cotton and the great dearth and scarcity of all sorts of provisions 
which has occasioned a great number of weavers to remove to other 
X^arts, it will be not only impossible to complete the w'hole investment, 
but that every species of goods will be considerably dearer than what 
was provided last season.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th Sex^tember 1731 ; Received 
a letter from the Chief and factors at Surat assuring us that all possible 


i Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol 1 of 1715-1721, 46. Pub. Dcp. Court’s L. Vol. 3 of 
1742-1751, 33, 79. 

- Comp, of Standing Ord. Yol. I of 1715-1721, HI. Pub. Bop. CourCs Letters YoU 3 
of 1742-1751, 39. 

3 Comx). of Standing Ord. Yol, 2 of 1759 -1788, Hi. Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Yol. 7 of 
1765 - 1768, 124. ^ Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 95, 

Comp, of Standing Ord. Yol. 2 of 1759-1788, 112. Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Yol. 7 of 
1765-1768, 313-314, « Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 82> 83. 
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care was taken to complete tlie present investment, that they had in 
town and at Rimael (Bander ) above 1200 weavers at work and were in 
hopes to increase them soon to 2000 which would in all likelihood 
complete the quantity. o£ goods ordered/ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th March 173r3 : Directed 
that pursuant to the orders of our Honourable Masters mentioned 
in para 29, our gentlemen at Surat provide 2000 small lemnmnies 
and 1000 large of good substantial silk as part of the tonnage of our 
returning ships, and to advise us at what price they can now be 
procured/ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd April, 1733: The reasons 
which in their letter of 24th March 1733, the Surat Chief and factors 
give for so considerable an advance of the price in connection with the 
investment to be provided for England, is the dearness of indigo, 
the want of weavers and other artificers that formerly were employed 
in those fabrics, of whom great numbers have been swept away by the 
late sickness and famine that happened in Surat and the places adjacent. 
Taking into consideration the above and paragraph 23 of our Honour- 
able Masters^ commands last received by the ship Jfury, in which they 
tell us that 136*. for a chelloe, 8.s‘. 4d. for a tapseil, and IO 5 . 7d, for a 
ncganepaut is what they cannot afford ; and in a former letter we have 
been told that chintz naffermaiiy that cost Rs. 80 the corge, snch as was 
sent by the Prince Williayn, did not answer and therefore we must 
send none of that sort; also that chintz pondbegaji at Es. 110 the corge 
would not do, and whereas the two last species of chintz will this year cost 
much more than those sent home by the Prince William and LethieulUer 
we think we can by no means answer to the Surat letter indenting for 
any. At the same time we may I'easonably expect two ships more from 
England in August or September next which with the Mary already here 
will be throe. We shall therefore have to provide return cargoes for 
such a quantity of tonnage as we cannot possibly complete without a 
considerable number of coloured goods from Surat. It is agreed that we 
direct our gentlemen at Surat to comply with our former order of 
completing the list of investment sent them except the -white calicoes, 
chintz, naffermony, poncibegajij and neganepauts. If they find a 
clifEeulty in providing the full quantity of the other species, let the 
deficiency be in tapseils small rather than any other 

Bombay Govermnent Consultation, 11th September 1735 : Received 
a letter from the gentlemen at Surat owning the receipt of ours of the 
17 th ultimo and advising that the brokers had undertaken the provision 
of two thousand pieces of eliintz pondbegaji on the terms we had 
limited of Rs. 102 the corge for those of 18 vees and Rs. 85 for those of 
16 vees and that our directions concerning the said goods should be 
complied with/ ,, 

The investments are usually begun in April or May and the whole 
investment should be completed in one month from that time/ 


i Pub. Diary 4 o£ 1731, 113, s pub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 

3 Pub. Diary 6 of 1732-33, 95-96. ^ Pub. IHary 8 of 1734-35, 194 

® Surat Cbief and Factors’ Letter of 12tb Dee. 1735 to Bombay Govemment referred 
to in Bom. Gov. Diary 12tli Dec. 1735, Pub. Diary 8 of 1734-35, 282. 
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Bombay Government Consnltation^ 18tli May 1735: Wrote a 
letter to Siirat^ directing the gentlemen there to let ns know on what 
terms anj/- merchants wonld nndertake to provide the Byrampaiits^ 
Lemmanies, and Guinea stuffs last indented for from England which may 
be procured about Cambay. Wrote also to Mr. Bid well at Cambay to 
inform himself at what rate any merchant there would contract for the 
above goods and to send down their proposals with musters of the 
goods. We also directed him to provide and send us twenty bales of 
tannahs that we may set our weavers to work on the Bombay stuffs.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 4th April 1737 : The President 
lays before the Board a list of the prices at which Maiiekji Navroji had 
offered to provide the ensuing investment. W e observe these prices differ 
little from those paid in 1734/ namely : 


Prices of Indian Fabrics^ 173/f - 1737. 





Rupees 
the Gorge. 

Rupees 
the Gorge. 

By ram pants 



SO 

90 

Calendered 



82 

92 

Ohelloes Blue, 11 vees ... 



90 

90 

Do. do. 9 vees 



SO 

SO 

Do. Red, 11 vees 



104 

108 

Niccaunees, large ... 



68 

69 

Do, small 


... 

.50 

52 

Tapseils, large 


... 

75 

, 75 

Do. small 


... 

52 

None. 

Chint.% Caddy (KhikU) ... 


... 

45 

4)3 

Do. doilhgaji 


... 

59 

63 

Do. Naffei’many 


... 

103 

lOS 

Do. pondhegaji IS vees 


... 

109 

118 

Do. do, 16 vees 



93 

None. 

G-uinea Stuffs, blue ... 



14 

Do. red .« 


... 

15i 

... 


Bombay Government letter to Surat, 13tb August 1724 : Pursuant 
to what we wrote you under the 1st instant (Augiist 1724), the Bombay 
and Fort St. George galleys proceed now to lie at the Bar in order 
to give a countenance to our affairs. On them we have laden 167 chests 
10 ps. of tin for your market.® 

Court of Directors^ letter, 27th March 1713, para 41 ; Do not 
forget our standing direction to Persia to send yearly all the red 
Carmania wool they can get. Do you write them pressing orders to this 
purpose and quicken their memories by often reminding them of it; 
and whenever you find them deficient as to quantities reprimand thein.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 12th March 1730, para 28 : We are 
concerned to find by your 3 1st jDaragrapli per Prince Frederick that 
the inhabitants of Carmania have found out a way to manufacture 
the wool of that country in calamancoes and serges, as it may be an 
introduction to their snppl}dng themselves with woollen goods independ- 
ent of Europe. We therefore enjoin you by all means possible to dis- 
courage the same and direct you to send us patterns of each sort with 
their prices. W^e are glad at the same time to see thcot it is your opinion 
that these stuffs being made of a much finer sort of wool than that 


^ Pub. Diary 8 of 1734-35, 137. 

^ Surat Fact. Diary 012 of 1723, 25, 

^ Comp, of {Staxiding Ord. Tol.1 of 1715 -1721, 87 


Pub. Diary 10 of 373G-37, 84. 
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l)Tougiit by Europeans, we eaii no way be affected in the quantity that 
we may want to purchased 

■ Court of Directors^ letter, 7th March 1733, para 32^ directs that 
the iiivestmoiit of Car mania . wool be as considerable as possible .upon 
the cheapest terms that the different circumstances will admit. ^ 

Court of Directors’ letter, 15th March 1734, para 32, is a repetition 
of , orders . for purehasiiig' wool at Oarmania on the cheapest terms 
possible.^ 

Court of DireetoiV letter, 11th March 1735, |)ara 50, approves of 
the agreement made with the Dutch for buying* in concert Carmania 
wool, the price not to exceed thirty shahees the man.^ 

Court of Directors-’ letter, 2nd July 1736, para 33, represents 
Carmania wool to be a dull commodity and therefore must not exceed 
the limited price. 

Court of Directors^ letter, 5tli April 1754, para 86, earnestly enjoins 
the endeav oaring to procure all the Oarmania wool possible.® 

Court of Directors^ letter, ISth March 1768, para 47 : Our 
servants at Busliii’e were wrong in deviating from our orders with 
regard to the price of Carmania wool, for which we find they have 
given Rs. 6 the man instead of Es. 5, more especially as we wrote you 
it was an article in very little demand. They must therefore in future 
not exceed Rs. 

The following is a specimen of the indents sent from Bombay for 
Europe goods : 

Bombay Government indent of goods wanted from England, April 
16th, 1741, ipQV Jenny ketch, to be forwarded overland from Basra : 
Broadcloth 454 bales : Scarlet 25 bales, each piece 17 yards long, 
the list to have black stripes and each bale to contain six pieces. 
Ordinary red 200 bales, each piece to be 22 yards, and six pieces in a 
bale, the list to be black. Popinjay 125 bales, each piece 21 to 22 
yards long, six pieces in a bale, and the list to be green and blue. 
Aurora 100 bales, each piece to be 21 or 22 yards long, the list black, 
and six pieces in a bale. Blue 2 bales, the length of each piece 16 yards, 
and six pieces in a bale, the list to be white and blue. Black 2 bales, each 
piece 16 yards, and six p)ieces in a bale, the list to be white and green. 
Perpets 125 bales : scarlet 50, red 50, popinjay 20, and yellow 5. 
Elephants^ teeth 25 tons, three-fourths of wEich must be sized, the 
remainder from 14 to 15 pounds to be free from flaws and of equal 
thickness. Iron 100 tons § whereof to be flat bars and square bars. 
Lead 160 tons, Steel 20 tons, Copper 30 tons 15 tons in round plates 
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and 15 in square plates. Eed lead 20 tons and White lead 6 tons. Quiek- 
silver 4 tons. Cochineal will not answer^ the present price is Rs. 6 the 
pound. 

The medium prices o£ the Honourable Compan/s goods at last sale 
were : Broadcloth^ fine whitened, French yellow, Visney popinjay fine, 
and fine scarlet, at Es. 4 6as. the yard. Eed ordinary popinjay coarse 
at Rs. 2 6as. the. yard. Aurora at Rs. 3 6as. the yard. Perpets 
scarlet at Es. 30 the piece. Popinjay red and French yellow at 
Es, 19 the piece. Lead at Rs, 10 las^the pahaman. Steel at Rs. 5 
las. the Surat man. Medium of the last Surat sale: Cochineal at 
Es. 17 the ser. ElephanPs teeth Rs. 63 Oa.s. the Surat 
Iron at Rs. 62| the Surat khandi. Copper round plates will sell for 
about Es. 22 the Surat man^ the square plates at Rs. 23 the Surat 
man. Eed lead atRs. 14| to 16 the cwt. ; "White lead from Es, 12 to 
13 the ewt. ; Quicksilver Rs. 110 to 115 the Surat man.^ 

The two following extracts give the orders issued by the Court of 
Directors regarding freights : 

Court of Directors^ letter, 2nd April 1725, para 79 : We hope due 
care is taken that all goods shipped on any of our vessels are made to 
pay the usual freight from port to port, let them belong to whom 
they will, we would have nobody excused.® 

Court of DirectoiV letter, 5tb March 1735 para 72: As an 
answer to the paragraph 140 concerning the method you have taken 
relating to freight by encouraging our servants to send small sums or 
parcels on our ships to Surat or the coast settlement freight free, we 
have no manner of objection to such a practice provided that it is not 
abused, and due care is taken that all goods, merchandise, and 
treasure sent on our ships or vessels to Bengal, Mokha, Jidda, or 
Persia as well as all brought from thence pay the customary freight.® 

The following extracts show the restrictions placed on the import of 
soap into Bombay : 

Surat letter to Bombay, 8th February, 1676 : As to the soap it is 
already ordered to be the Company's commodity and we would have you 
so continue it. To this end whatsoever is brought in from abroad 
must pay 9 per cent custom, and if that will not discourage the 
merchants from bringing it in, you must raise the custom higher to 
12 per cent, till they be totally discouraged. We vrould have you 
study all Just and prudent means to improve that commodity the most 
you can to the Company's advantage. If you want any material 
from hence to he bought at the best hand, advise us thereof and they 
shall be sent you.* 

The two following orders relate to the disposal of contraband goods : 

Court of Directors’ letter, 24th March 1710, para 84: All goods, 
after public notice, not landed at the wharf, are seizable.® ^ 


J Sec. Out L.B. 8. of 1738 - 1741. 
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Court of Director's letter, 5tli March 1724, para 25, directs that 
all iinlieensecl contraband goods from Europe be seized.^ 

Next follow orders as to the storekeeper's responsibility : 

Court of Directors^ letter, 24tli March 1710, para. 85: Take care 
that whoever look after the stores, be charged with all they receive in, 
and discharged by only so much as they can prove to be delivered out 
and be held accountable for the remainder.^ 

The following extracts show how the Europe goods imported by the 
Company were disposed of : 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th November 1731 ; This being 
the day appointed for the sale of the Honourable Company's woollen 
goods, lead iron and copper received by tbeir ships Strethmn and Ockham 
the doors are thrown open and the merchants are called in and the 
woollen nianufacture is then put up at the following prices : 

1. Aurora cloth at Rs. 4 the yard. 

2. Coarse reds and greens at Rs, 2 6as, the yard. 

3. Scarlet cloth fine at Rs. 6 the yard. 

4. Scarlet perpets at Es. 30 the piece. 

5. Scarlet perpets common colours at Rs. 17 the piece. 

Three per cent discount to be allowed on the sale and one yard the 
piece on the cloth, the amount to be paid on the 81st October next 
ensuing and the goods to be sent to Surat at the Company's charge 
and risk. Nobody appeared to advance anything on the prices 
abovementioned, and Laldas, Prdmji, Bamanji, Navroji, Ambaidds, 
and Shivji being all severally asked if they would advance anything 
on the prices before mentioned, they all declined. The sale of the 
piece goods was therefore laid aside and the lead and iron are next 
put up. Two-thirds iron and one-third lead, the whole to be divided 
into three lots, namely two hundred khandia of iron and one 
hundred khandis of lead. The iron at Rs, 62 and the lead at Rs. 90 
the khandi with an allowance of Rs. 3 per cent discount on the sale, 
the amount to be paid on the 31st October, and no man to bid less than 
a quarter of a rupee a time, Laldtls Vithaldas appears to be the 
highest bidder for the three lots as follows : 

1, For the first lot, lead Rs. 102 1 the khandi ^ iron Rs. 72J- 
the khandi. 

2. For the second lot, lead Rs. 103| the khandi^ iron Es. 73i 

the khandi. 

3» For the 3rd lot, lead Rs. 104 the iron Rs. 74 the 

' MiandL . 

The copper is next put up which Ldldas likewise buys on the same 
terms and conditions at Bs. 18 the Surat w/zn. The merchants are 
then ordered to withdraw. It is taken into consideration in what 
manner to dispose of the woollen manufacture, and, debating thereon, it 
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Cliapter II» is observed tliat there appears a repngnaney in the merchants to offer for 
Ti^e. sanie^ because of the troubles and unsettled condition of Surat and 

the country about it which has been the case for several years past no 
attempting to purchase those sorts of goods but the Coinpany^s 
° broker. It is therefore agreed to call the broker in and see to what terms 

we can bring him for taking these off our hands as we may reasonably 
expect a further supply by the next ships from England. Accordingly 
he is called in and a tender made him of the said goods at the prices he 
gave last year for the same sorts. He makes sundry objections and 
more particularly to the quantity of auroras which he observes are near 
treble the number that has been usually sent of late years or indonted for 
from lienee; besides that considerable quantities of all sorts of cloth 
both French and English are constantly brought from Jidda to ths 
Surat market. He likewise objects to the quantity of scarlet perpets 
because sundry parcels of those goods are annually brought f rom the 
other side of India. Upon the whole^ after sundry arguments iised^ the 
broker is with much diiEculty persuaded to give for the following- 
goods the following prices : 

1. Aurora cloths Rs. 4 the yard. 

2. Green and red cloths Rs. 2 10 as. the yard. 

8. Scarlet perpets Rs. 33 the piece. 

4. Common colours Rs. 18 the piece. 

For ten bales of yellow cloth 25 per cent^ upon the invoice, reckoning 
Rs. 8 to a pound sterling with other usual allowances, and the amount 
of the whole to be brought to account the 31st October next. The 
scarlet cloth, neither the broker nor any other merchant would meddle 
with on any account, alleging they are much too fine and high priced 
from England for any market in these parts, and we have no hopes to- 
get them off our hands but by sending them to Persia.-^ 

1734. Bombay Government Consultation, 18th February 1 734 : This being 

the day appointed for the public sale of the iron, sugar, turmeric, and raw 
silk received on our Honourable Masters’’ account by their ship 
Qiuirdian from Bengal, the doors are thrown open and the merchants 
are called in and the terms of sale explained to them, namely that the- 
said goods were to be sold to the highest bidder and three months^ 
credit given for the payment of the money. The sugar was first put 
up ; one hundred bags in a lot at Rs. 12 the bag. There appearing 
no inclination in the merchants to advance on that price we suspended 
the sale. We next tried the iron putting it up fifty hhandis 
in a lot at Rs. 55 the hhandi^ but there appeared as little inclination 
in the merchants to bid for that as the other ; neither did they offer 
the Bengal price for the raw silk thereof. It is agreed that wc send up 
these three articles to Surat for sale reserving seven bales of raw silk 
for the use of our weavers to be delivered to them at the price the 
others shall sell for at Surat. The ginger is then put up two hundred 
Surat watis in a lot at 44 sers the Surat mmi when Ambaidas Takiclas 
(SakhkMs) appears to be the highest bidder for the whole parcel at 
Rs. 3 10aA\ the Surat ma;^. The turmeric is put up likewise in one 
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parcel of 160 Surat ma%s a.nd Narandds Haridas appears to be tlie 
Iiigliest bidder at Es., 3 la. the 

Bombay Government Consultation^ 1st November 1734 j : Having put 
off till this day the sale of the cargoes of the WiUnington mA. Middlesex 
sundry merchants who now attend are called in. After considering 
on what conditions to sell the goods so as to give satisfaction and 
encouragement to the merchants without prejudicing our Honourable 
Masters^ the terms are agreed and declared to the merchants to be 
as follows : That twelve months’’ credit be given for the whole^ an 
allowance of three per cent on every article except the steely one yard in 
a piece of cloth to be also allowed^ the aeeustomary deductions to be 
made on such of the elephants^ teeth as shall be broken or found under 
weight. On such money as shall be paid before the expiration of the 
contract^ the interest shall be discounted for the difference of time in 
proportion to nine per cent per annum^ any part of the goods shall be 
cielivered here or at Siirat^ and the person who buys the ■woollen goods 
and elephants^ teeth shall take what of those goods may come on the 
King William on the above terms the amount to be j)aid at the same time. 
The sundry goods are then put up in the following manner and sold to 
the highest bidders at the prices undermentioned : 

Woollen goods; Broadcloth^ 2 bales mazarine blue, 15 bales 
scarlet, 3 bales fine yellow, 2 bales wdne-eolour^ and 3 bales emerald 
green, in all 25 bales of fine broadcloth at Es. 4 9a6'. the yard; 
15* bales middling red at Es. 2 15^^. the yard; 80 bales popinjay, 
68 coarse red, and 7 yellow or in all 155 bales of ordinary broadcloth 
at Es. 2 13(^9. the yard. Perpets, 15 bales scarlet at Rs. 31 Sas. per 
piece ; 30 bales popinjay, 18 red, 3 chocolate, and 3 yellow or in all 54 
bales of coarse peipets at Rs. 21 8as. the piece. 

Elephants^ teeth seven hundred and thirty-four poise, about six 
hundred and forty Surat mam at Rs. 51 4a5. the Surat man ; cake 
copper thirty Surat mnns at Rs. 24 the Surat ma?i; copper plates ten 
tons or six hundi'ed Surat QnanSy namely 300 Surat mans atRs, 22 6 as, 
the Surat man, and 300 Surat mans a.t Es. 22 6as, the Surat 
man. Steel 600 Surat mcms more or less, namely 300 Surat mans at 
Rs. 9 the Surat mail and the remainder at Rs. 9 la, the Surat man. 
Iron 260 Surat khamdis^ namely 130 khandis at Pvs. 84 the Mtwndi and 
130 at Rs. 85 8as. khandi. Lead 1200 2 '^alm mans at 

Rs. 7 ISas, the paka many mi 600 paka mans at Rs. 7 lias, the 
khandi,^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd October 1735: At the 
refjuest of some of the merchants having put off the sale of the goods 
received by the Queen Garolme and Scarborough to this day, it is now 
debated whether or no to permit the export of lead and iron to the 
Maratlias’ eoimtry. As we think the ineonveniences in so doing 
■would 1)6 greater than the advantage which we might experience 
in the difference of the price it is resolved not to grant siicli license 
for the present, and the quantity of lead to be sold not being very 
great and several of the merchants having^ parcels remaining 
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of the last and former years^ purchases ; it is agreed not to part with 
that by us unless it will go off on as good terms as the last yearns. 
And having received only one sort of copper by the Scarhorough^ which 
is but a small quantity and the Honourable Company directing us to 
send them a particular of the produce of each sort^ it is agreed to keep 
this till the Derby’s arrival^ when the people having made trials of 
both sorts we shall with more certainty advise our Honourable Masters 
which is most proper for the market. The doors are then opened and 
the simdry merchants attending being called in^ the terms of sale are 
declared to be as follows: That the amount of the goods purchased 
shall be paid the 31st October next^ the usual deductions three per cent 
on every article (except the steel) and one yard in a piece of cloth to be 
allowed. That allowances according to the custom of Surat shall be 
made on such of the elephants^ teeth as shall be found cracked or 
undersized. That on such money as shall be paid before the 31st of 
October next the interest shall be discounted for the difference of time 
at the rate of 9 per cent per annum. Any part of the goods shall be 
delivered either here or at Surat and the person who buys the woollen 
goods and elephants^ teeth shall take such quantity of those articles as 
may be on hoard the Derby at the same rate they shall give for these 
now to he sold and pay the amount at the same time i and if she does 
not arrive hefere the 1st of March, it shall be in the bnyer^s choice to 
take or refuse the elephants^ teeth. Whoever purchases any part 
of the goods, shall give such security for the amount as shall be 
approved of by the Board. The several goods are then put up to sale 
in the following manner and sold to the highest bidders at the 
following prices ; 

Iron, 110 Surat hhandls at Rs. 78 the Surat khandi^ 110 at 
Rs. 76^, 110 at Rs. 76|, and 110 at Rs. 78. Steel, 1500 Surat mans 
more or less : 300 at Rs. 8 the man, SOO at Rs. 7 15as. the maw-, 300 
at Rs, 7 15f^s., 300 at Rs. 8, and the remainder at Rs. 8. Lead put 
up at Rs. 7 the paha man, but nobody advancing upon that price, the 
sale of it is laid aside. Elephants'* teeth about 600 Surat mans at 
Rs. 56| the man. 

Woollen goods are then put up in sortments at the following prices, 
namely : fine cloth, 12 bales scarlet, 3 mazarine blue, 3 purple, 2 whitened 
and 3 yellow or in all 23 at Rs. 4 the yard ; 28 bales aurora at Rs. 3 %as, 
the yard. Ordinary 52 bales popinjay, 67 red, and 5 yellow or in 
all 114 at Rs. 2| the yard. Perpets scarlet 8 bales at Rs. 27 the 
piece. Ordinary 14 bales red, 3 yellow, 28 popinjay, and 3 Hue or in 
all 48 bales at Rs. 17 the piece. When Manekji Navroji appearing 
the highest bidder they are sold to him as follows : Fine cloth, 23 bales at 
Rs. 4 10a5. the yard ; aurora 28 bales at Rs. 3 13as. the yard ; ordinary 
114 bales at Rs. 2 lias, the yard; perpet scarlet Shales at Rs. 32 the 
piece; and perpet ordinary 41 bales at Rs. 22 the piece.-^ 

Court of Directors- letter, 22nd December 1736, para 13: We 
approve of giving the most public notice to all the merchants at 
Surat of the sale of our goods which must be continued exposing them 
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to view, a convenient time beforehand^ to all comers. Selling tlieiii 
with all faults is the fairest method and least liable to eseeptioii or 
imposition. By this means all after-allowances will be avoided whereby 
w^e siilfered to a great amount in the elephants^ teeth and p^erpets by 
the Scarborough : Rs. 10 a man on the teeth for cracked pieces and 
Rs. 7 a piece on 475 pieces of perpets being touched with the worm. 
We open and examine all goods we receive from the several parts of 
India before the sale^ and separate the damaged from the sounil^ and 
sell the daanaged as such, whereby the bnyers are not imposed on, and 
we obtain the full value. This is a practice we recommenmd as worthy 
of your imitation^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th November 1737^ This 
being the adjourned day for the sale of all the cai’goes of the late 
arrived ships, the sundry merchants attending are called in and after 
some discourse with them concerning the terms of sale, they are declared 
to be as follows : That the amount of the goods purchased shall be 
paid on the 31st October next discounting interest at the rate of 9 per 
cent per annum on all sums paid in before that time, one yard to be 
allowed in every piece of cloth, and three per cent rebate on all the goods, 
the steel only exee|)ted. A reasonable abatement to be made for any 
damage that shall appear in the cloth or perpets on delivery. The 
elephants^ teeth to be taken with all faults, but those undersize shall 
be delivered according to established custom. The goods to be delivered 
either here or at Surat free of charges but the whole to be weighed 
here and also the damage adjusted on the cloth and the buyer to 
receive them from the warehouse within one month from the time of 
sale and before they are taken away to give such security as shall be 
approved by the Board. The conditions of sale being thus explained 
to the merchants, the goods were at their request divided into lots 
and put up in the following manner, when the lots were sold to 
the respective highest bidders. Elephants^ teeth 600 Surat mu;? 5, 
more or less, sold at Rs. 504 Ijke Surat man. Iron 4^40 Surat hhandis^ 
of which two lots of 110 each, sold at Rs, 88 the Surat Jihandi and one 
lot of 110 at Rs. 87f and one of 110 at Rs. 87. Steel 1200 Surat 
mans^ of which three lots of 300 each, sold at Rs. 6 Qas, and one of 
300 at Rs. 6 4ias, Red lead 100 ewt. at Rs. 15 12as, per cwt. The 
woollen goods were then put up at the following prices, it being 
agreed that the purchaser of the present goods shall take what there 
may be of the like sorts on board the Heathcote on the same terms, he 
being allowed one yearns time from their delivery. Auroras 39 bales 
line at Rs. 3 Oaa. the yard and 31 ordinary at Rs. 3 3a.s'. Red 21 
bales fine at Rs. 2 6a5. the yard and 28 ordinary at Rs. 2|, popinjay 
83 bales at Rs. 2J the yard and yellow 3 bales at Rs. 2 4* the yard. 
Scarlet 15 bales at Rs. 30 the piece; and popinjay 30 bales, red 6, and 
yellow 3 or in all 39 bales at Rs. 17 the piece. To advance one anna 
the yard on the cloth and half a rupee the piece on the perpets. None 
of tiie merchants offered to advance anything which obliged us to 
decline the sale and the purchaser of the last yearis parcel declares 
he has now remaining thereof upon his hands upwards of £00 bales. 
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The proposals of the Surat merchants are so exceedingly low that we 
judge it better to wait some time longer in hopes better prices may be 
offered than accept of those. It is agreed that in our next letter 
to Surat we direct the gentlemen to use their utmost endeavours for 
bringing the merchants there to better terms and in the meantime the 
President is desired to do the like with the merchants here.^ 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 6th February 1740, paragraph 52: We 
have no objection to your allowing the buyers six or twelve months^ 
time to take the goods away, but then no part must be delivered upon 
any pretence wdiatsoever until the full amount of each part is paid for ; 
and for a further encouragement to the buyers, and in order to a 
speedy clearance of the goods, we are willing to allow a discount of 
nine per cent to such buyers as take them away within six months, and 
but six per cent to such as take them away within twelve months after 
the sale.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 6th February 1740, paragraph 51 : We 
recommend it to you again to sell all our goods by auction at Bombay 
agreeable to our former orders. Nothing can be more for our interest 
than to make Bombay the mart of your side of India.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27th October 1740. Auction 
sale of the Honourable Company’s goods : Iron 92 khandis of which 
3 lots one of 12 and two of 20 each were sold at Rs. 100 the Ichandi, 
one of 20 at Rs. 101| and one of 20 at lOOJ. Steel 800 Surat 07iam 
of which 200 were sold at Rs. the Surat man, 200 at Rs. 5 13a.^., 
200 at Rs. 6|, and 200 at Rs. 6|.^ 

This is (2 7 til August 1741) to give notice that on Monday 2iid 
November ensuing (1741) will be put up at public auction by the 
Honourable the Presideni} and Conneil of Bombay in the Council 
Chamber at Bombay, the following goods mox^e or less in quantity on 
the following terms and conditions : The highest bidder to be the pur- 
chaser, no allowance for rebate to be made on any article ; the goods 
to be permitted to lie one year in warehouse after the expiration of 
which, what shall be found remaining will be again sold and the loss 
that arises charged to the purchaser or contrary wise he to have the 
'benefit. A discount of nine per cent to be allowed such buyer as takes 
his goods away within six months and but six pex' cent to such as 
take them away within twelve months. Any part of the goods to be 
delivered in Surat within twelve months on the Cdmpany'’s risk free 
..of duties, provided conveyance offer. The amount wanted to be taken 
out of the warehouse to be paid for before deliveiy. Every person to 
declare at the time of sale his or others interest in the purchase. 
Particulars of the goods are as follows: Iron 6323 cwt., lead 2002 
cwt., steel 344 cwt., cochineal 506 pounds, elephants^ teeth 1140 cwt,^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th January 1742. The President 
acquaints the Board that on reconsidering the resolution of putting 
the woollen goods up in lots, and apprehending that some part might 
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fall into SH<3li liands as may not be able to pay foi’ them, be hints it 
might be most eligible as one of the conditions of sale to make the 
merchants give security to take away their goods within a time limited* 
By this means the Honourable Company would be no sufferers by those 
purchasing who are prompted to it only for credit sake. He therefore 
desires the opinions of the Board who after debate, Judging 
that such a declaration would prejudice the sale by hindering some 
people from bidding who would else clear the warehouses within the 
time prescribed, it is agreed to decline such a procedure at present as^. 
till the money is paid, the cloth will of itself be security to our 
Honourable Masters, and, should any inconveniencies arise, the same be 
remedied at the next sale since this is the first time the Company's 
woollen manufacture has been divided into lots. The doors being then 
thrown open and the merchants admitted, they were acquainted with 
our design of dividing the goods into lots which, are to be composed of 
fine and coarse cloth intermixed. But they requesting to have the 
superfine sold separate, the same was agreed to and the terms of sale 
declared to be as follows : That the goods should be permitted to lie one 
year in the Company's warehouse after which what should be found’ 
I'emaining should be resold and the loss, if any, charged to the purchaser 
or contrarywise he to have the benefit. One yard to be allowed in 
every piece of cloth, and a regular delivery to be made of the whole 
within two months after which all damage or loss (saving what may' 
happen through fire or other accident not to be foreseen or guarded 
against) to be on the purchaser's risk ; 9 per cent to be allowed to such 
buyer as takes his goods away within six months and but 6 per cent 
to such as let them remain after the expiration of the first six months 
from the day of sale ; any part to be delivered at Surat within the- 
space of twelve months on the Company's risk, provided conveyances 
offer; no part to be delivered before the money is paid. It ^was. 
conceived no more woollen goods would be sold upon the Honourable* 
Company's accounts until the end of October next/ 

Court of Directors'' Letter, 13th March 1713 pai^agraph 38 t When 
any of the buyers refuse to pay for goods by the limited time, 
follow our method here by reselling the goods, and charge them for the 
difference. In case they do not make ns full satisfaction, give 
public notice forbidding them or any other person on their account to 
purchase at our sales for the future, and prosecute such delinquents- 
in a legal way for the loss we may sustain and in order to deter 
others from the like unfair practice.^ 

The'following order relates to the allowance made to Company's 
servants buying goods from the warehouses; Court of Directors'' 
letter, 21st February 1717, paragraph 32. We find in paragraph 36 
per Stanhope^ you allow the Company's servants two per cent on 
what goods they buy out of our warehouse, because Eilma KamSti had 
the same. Your Consultation of the 6th September takes notice that 
he had it and therefore our servants should. How it came that he was 
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allowed it doth not appear in that Consultation, but it is said others 
had it not. It is very probable that the precedent was taken from the 
brokers at Surat, when they bought any of our goods, who thereby 
losing their own perquisite for selling them on our account, and 
because they paid ready money, and a great price for them, as in the 
instance of Eustam^s buying a large quantity of cloth, he insisted 
on and had that allowance as also another of a yard on a piece ; per- 
haps also an allowance of two per cent to Edma, was to encourage 
the taking of quantities, and at the better prices. On the whole 
we are willing to put our servants on the same footing with other 
merchants, they paying down ready money. We expect that you take 
care we be faithfully dealt with and do not suffer by this indulgence ; 
lor time hath been, and we have complained of it, that an exam|)le 
had been made on one account to make it a precedent for another. 
Though we are persuaded better things of you yet we hint the 
caution.^ 

The following extracts relate to various kinds of goods imported 
into Bombay : 

Bombay Government Consultation, 28th November 1735: The 
warehouse-keeper acquaints the Board that he has received into the 
warehouse from Eevadas Ambaidds 84 cwt. and 16 lbs. of aloes which 
appear very good in their kind. It is therefore agreed to take them 
on the Honourable Company's account at the rate of Es. 8 the man 
gross of 48| .9m, being 208 and 9 sers amounting to Es. 1665 
1 qr. 93 res, which the treasury is directed to discharge.^ 

Bombay Letter to the Court, 24th January 1677 : We have lately 
disposed of pretty good quantities of Europe goods, 2000 mam of 
iron, 1000 wms of lead, and 150 pieces of broadcloth, 200 pieces of 
bowdy and 50 pieces of red perpetiianoes. Besides we are daily selling 
off the old remains of perpetiianoes of which we have almost 300 pieces 
by us, but most of them sadly damaged by worms and carelessness. If 
possible we will put them off though at low rates before the next 
shi 2 :)s arrive. Our Norwich stuffs go off pretty well, partly to the 
Portuguese but most upon the island, ihe vend of which we do much 
encourage by wearing it for the most part ourselves. In a short time 
the greatest part will be disposed of. We do believe we may be able to 
sell 100 pieces yearly, this being no commodity for the natives, nor 
coloured cloth of which a small quantity will sufficient. Vfe will 
likewise induce all the officers and soldiers to appear every muster-day 
in a red coat, and do intend to make all peojde who receive pay of the 
Company, take a coat or two yearly, which will insensibly carry off a 
good quantity. Our iron we are forced to sell at near prime cost by 
which we shall be able to dispose of great quantities ; for then it will 
spoil the vend of country iron becoming almost as cheap and is far 
more beneficial than for your Honours to send over so much ready 
money. Our lead we sold at the Surat price, but then we save the 
custom and charge and bring trade and credit to the port. Our cloth 
which was the coarsest bales at Es. 3^ the yard 8 months time, bowdy at 


j Comp, of standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 65 - 66. 
s Pub. Diary 8 of 1734-35, 264. 


Materials.] 


AND ISLAND..:. 125 

Es. 2 1 the yard and red perpetuanoes at Rs. li same time to receive it by 
the tillet or bale. We expecting the ship Formosa from China with 
Japan copper shall dispose of all our plates which is 329^ that copper 
which is in bars being only proper to make pice^ being less loss and 
the plates selling here for more.-^ 

Letter from the Court of Directors to the Lieutenant-General 
and President and Council of Bombay and Surat, dated London 27th 
October 1693 : Of the said manufactures we have made large pro** 
vision already and shall therein fully comply with our obligation to 
their Majesties. So that if you have any sort of English n?anufactures 
by you after so many express orders we have given you to sweep our 
warehouses of such goods, you will be very much to blame.^ 

Bombay Government Letter to Surat, 18th December 1724: We 
are in want of some duttys proper for embaling our piece goods, the 
manufacture of the island p supply us with 10 corge of 36 covits 
long and 2 covits broad, being esteemed the most fit for that use.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27th February 1735 : The 
President acquaints the Board that aurora cloth being sold in Persia 
among the coarse and yielding no more than 24 and 26 shahees the 
gm, he liad offered those now in warehouse and designed for Persia 
to be sold to the merchants of Bombay and had prevailed upon Shivji 
Dharamset to give Rs. 3| per yard on having the usual allowance 
of three per cent and one yard in a piece, he paying for the same the 
last of October. As these terms are more advantageous than the 
cloth would be sold for in Persia, it is agreed to accept of them 
accordingly.'^ 

Bombay Government Diary, 20th October 1735 : Received a letter 
from Mr. Hugh Bid well enclosing bill of exchange for Rs. 2844 and 
61 pice being the amount of 20 bales of tannahs bought for the use of 
the island which lie ready for a conveyance. As regards the bill drawn 
on Surat Factory not being immediately accepted, to prevent any 
inconvenience happening by the like in future he desires we will give 
orders that he had a good parcel of the Byrampauts and Guinea 
stuffs in warehouse and hope to complete the investment in time, and 
desired our orders to forward the same hither.^ 

Bombay Government Diary, 22nd October 1785: Read the letter 
from Mr. Hugh Bid well of Cambay received the 20th instant. The bill 
drawn by him in favour of the President and Mr. Lambton for 
Rs. 2844 and 61 pice the amount of 20 bales of tannahs bought for 
the use of the island, being presented is accepted and ordered to be 
discharged.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th December 1747: The 
general storekeeper representing a want of 400 pieces of dangri as 
likewise red and white goats^ skins, 15 corge of each, as those last 
received from Sill at were all black instead of those sorts which were 


1 Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677- 1687j 9, 10. Forrest^s Home Series, 1. 121 - 122. 

2 Sec. Out. L. B. 6 of 1694 - 1696, 7. ® Surat Fact, Diary 612 of 1723 * 1725. 

4 Fub. Diary 8 of 1734-35, 77. 5 Pub. j)i^y s of 1734*35, 221. 

« Pub. Diary 8 of 1734-35, 227. 


Chapter II. 
Trade* 


English 
Manufactures 
for India, 
1693. 


Surat Duttys for 
embaling Bombay 
Piece Goods, 
1724. 


Aurora, 

1735. 


Cambay Tiin^hs, 
1735. 


Dangri and 
Goat Skins, 
1747. 


Cliapter IL 
; Trade. 
1748. 


Scarlcfe Pei’i^ets, 
1774. 


Sea Goal, 
1677. 


Coral, 

1730. 


1734. 


1738. 


1769. 


LHistoikal 

■ BOMBAY TOWN, ^ " 

particularly Indented £or;> it is directed that the Chief and factors at 
Surat be ordered to comply therewith by the first opportunity.-^ 

Bombay Government Diary, loth January 1748 : Received a letter 
from the Chief and factors at Surat, informing us that the goat skins 
they sent down on the 7th of October and 27th November last, were 
conformable to our indent of the.lOth August.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th March 17 48 : It is agreed 
that we write to the Chief and factors at Surat to send hither 60 shawls 
of sorts and 600 pieces of duttys wanted for the service of our ware- 
house.® 

Bombay Diary, 26th December 1774: On the 26th December 1774 
came to hand by patamar a letter from the Resident dated the ^rd 
December in which he desired us as soon as possible to send 200 
pieces of scarlet perpets for the use of the Nabob of Onor.^ 

Bombay Letter to the Court, 19th March 1677 : Whensoever your 
ships come out not full laden, we think it wmuld be very necessa.ry to 
fill up the remainder with sea coal. This will not only be necessary 
stores of firing in case of a siege or war with our neighbours, but be as 
useful upon any other occasion as these country coals, being in a 
manner as cheap.5 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 12th March 1730, paragraph 54 : At the 
request of several persons concerned in sending out coral, fearing that 
their returns in diamonds may not be advantageous, we have agreed 
to permit them to pay the produce into our cash, for which we direct 
(if they desire it) to give them bills of exchange upon us, drawn in 
the usual form and term at two shillings and six pence the rupee.® 
Court of Directors^ Letter, 15th March 1734, paragraph 63 : The 
coral merchants have represented that they labour under some hardships 
in that trade, so as not to afford the present duties payable on that 
article upon exportation from hence and at our settlements abroad. 
And being willing on our parts to secure that branch of trade in its old 
channel, we hereby direct that you charge only four per cent duty 
(for our account) upon all coral and coral beads imported at your place 
or at Surat, and that our President (instead of two and a half) take no 
more than two per cent commission for his share.'^ 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 6th January 1738, paragraph 76 ; As 
coral is sometimes consigned your way, on its paying the duty of four 
per cent on the sale (as it does at Fort St. George) you must grant bills 
upon us for the produce, on its being paid into onr cash at two 
shillings and five pence the rupee, oath being made thereto.® 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 30th June 1769, paragraph 11 : This 
paragraph revokes the license for the traders in coral importing (in 
England) gold or silver in specie or bullion, duty free.^ 


1 Pub. Biary 20 of 1747, 478. 

3 Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 14. s Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 119. 

4 Boni. Gov. Diary 26th Dec. 1774, Pub. Diary 66 of 1774, 910. 

5 Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 22. Forrest’s Home Series, I, 127. 
® Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 69. 

7 Gomp. of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 70. 

8 Comp, of Standing Ord Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 74. 

» Comp of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 196. 
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Court of Directors^ Letter, 15tli September 1769: The coral mer- 
chants have presented a memorial to us, desiring we would facilitate 
the means of having their remittances made to them in return for their 
corah We cannot make a particular exception in their favour from 
our general orders respecting the remittances, but recommend it to you 
to consider them as entitled to every indulgence in this respect, and if 
you can open any new channel for furnishing them with diamonds, or 
can contribute to the safety of their transportation to our settlement, 
you will render a very essential service to this country, which is much 
benefited by their commerced 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 7th February 1772, paragraph 30: It 
having been represented to us by several of the traders in coral that 
when any coral manifested for Madras or Bengal has been landed at 
Bombay from any of our ships, it has been customary for the Governor to 
draw the usual commission at Bombay. As the like commission is 
charged on the sale of the coral at the place it is originally consigned 
to the traders are put to a double expense in that respect. Of this 
we do not approve and therefore direct that the Governor of Bombay 
do in future desist from charging any commission on such coral as may 
be consigned to Fort St* George or Bengal and laden on any of 
our ships bound from hence to Bombay. Care must be taken that 
such coral be sent round agreeable to its consignment on one of our 
freighted ships, free of any charge to the merchants who export that 
article from England.^ 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 11th March 17^2, paragraph 34 : Copper 
bearing so good a price as Es. 72 a ewt. our late President and Council 
acted right in desiring Bengal to send a thousand mam on the 
Hallifax? 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9th October 1776 : The Presi- 
dent lays before us an account of the copper belonging to the Honourable 
Company now remaining in warehouse amounting as particulaidsed in 
the said account to the very great sum of Rs. 19,13,948-2-19. He 
proposes as the only method to prevent the importation of the article 
by private merchants, owing to which the sale of the Company's 
copper is greatly obstructed, to raise the import duty to 20 per cent 
both at this place and Surat. This is agreed to as we think it a better 
method than a total prohibition, and the necessary orders must be 
issued for this purpose.'^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th November 1777: Bead a 
letter from Mr. Andrew Eeid that he has found by experience that the 
advanced duty of twenty per cent laid upon the copper imported at 
this place has proved totally ineffectual to answer the end we intended. 
Notwithstanding every effort there is no possibility of preventing 
this article from being introduced into the country not only from 
Surat but from Daman and several other ports. As by persisting 
in demanding this duty the Company will be deprived of the customs 


^ Court to Bombay 15th Sept. 1769 pai’a 15, Pub. Bep. Court’s Vol, 8 of 1769- 
1771, liS. Pub. Dep. Court’s L. 9 of 1772 - 1777, 11. 

^ Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol 3 of 1712- 1751, 5. ^ Pab. Diary 69 of 1776, 778. 
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they might receive i£ the duty was more moderate^ without reaping 
any benefit to counterbalance this loss/ it is unanimously resolved to 
lower the duty to 10 per cent not only on Mr, Reid^s copper, but on all 
that may in future be imported/ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th November 1777 : A quan^ 
titj of old copper having been exported from Mokha, the Custom 
Master requests to know whether the advanced duty is to be levied 
thereon. In reply he is acquainted that this duty was meant to 
prevent the importation of copper of Europe which cannot be effected 
by the old copper in question, on which he is therefore to levy only 
the former duty of six per cent.^ 

Bombay Letter to Court, 19th March 1677 ; We can dispose of 40 
or 50 small guns yearly to very good profit. Let not the biggest be 
above 8 or 9 cwt. and let 25 or 30 be from 1 to 3 cwt. each. We can 
also sell 20 or 30 small anchors from 4 to .... weight eacli.^ 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 11th March 1742, paragraph 35 : The 
fall of iron by large imports to Rs. 68 a hliancU we must submit 
to, not doubting the markets will mend as there is great consumption 
constantly of that useful merchandise.^ 

Bombay Government Cojusiiltation, 29th September 1736: As it 
hath been maliciously and unjustly insinuated that too large an abate- 
ment was made for the damage on the Honourable Company's elephants^ 
teeth sold last year, to prevent any room for suspicion of that kind for 
the future, the Secretary is directed to give public notice that we will 
make no abatement for any teeth that may be cracked, but only for 
such as are under weight. But that the buyers take them with all 
faults and that the purchasers may have no room for complaint, the 
merchants are at liberty to view the goods before the sale which lie 
ready in the warehouse for that purpose.^ 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 11th March 1742, paragraph 37 : By 
encouraging profits on elephants^ teeth and the very large stock on 
hand having a quick vend, we are induced to supply you with all that 
was procurable on moderate terms/ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th January 1742 : The 
President op'ens this meeting with acquainting the members that his 
principal design in calling them together was to consider on the means 
of transport for our Honourable Masters^ elephants^ teeth which were 
landed at Tellicherry from the Godolpkm mi lately brought hither on 
the Onslotih In Consultation of fche 12th instant we proposed sending 
these teeth to Surat on some of the cruizers. But as at present from 
the numbers of the Mardthds said to be in the neighbourhood and tlio 
uncertainty we are under of their designs so variously reported, it 
cannot be thought prudent to divest ourselves of the countenance of 
our vessels by employing them on any distant service. On the other 
hand the forwarding the teeth so as they may arrive before the expected 


5 Pub. Diary 72 of 1777, 500. ^ pjary 72 of 1777, 529. 

3 Bombay to Court, 19th Mar. 1676-1677. Sec. Out. Let. Book 4 of 1677 - 1687, 22. 
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Bengal shipping (who possibly may bring some) will be a means of 
advantage in the sale. He had therefore been induced to have recourse 
to Mr. Sterling supercargo of the ship Prince Mclwanl now in port 
who is bound hither, and he declaring his readiness to carry them 
without any claim of freight, he (the President) leaves it to the eonsi- 
deration of the Board whether it may not be eligible to embrace this 
olfer of conveyance. The Board reflecting that should this opportunity 
be slipped, we cannot pretend to say when another will present as from 
what premised it is certain our vessels cannot be spared at least whilst 
those rumours subsist, therefore agreed that the elephants^ teeth be 
laden on the Prince Edward with all possible expedition. And, for the 
better security of the ship, that the Mombay Peetoradiow grabs be 
ordered to see her as high as St. Johns (Sanj^n) which is thought far 
enough to secure her against any attempts of the enemy and then 
return to their station of the Breach and Mahim bar.^ 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 1 1th March 1742, paragraph 36 : Lead 
fetching an extraordinary good price, we have sent as much of that 
article as our ships could conveniently carry 

Surat Diary, 22nd August 1719 ; Our brokers have brought in 
several parcels sail cloth which we have agreed with them for at lis. 2 1 
per corge of 400 covits. The same is now sorted and made up into 
12 bales to be sent to Bombay.*^ 

Bombay Government Letter to Surat, 7tli August 1731: We desire 
you would send some sealing wax for the Secretary's office.'^ 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 14th August 1676 : The juice of tobacco 
you are in want of, is not here procurable at this season of the year ; 
hut we have by this bearer sent you 7 sere of China roots.^ 

Bombay Letter to Surat, 23rd February 1726; Provide and send 
us down as opportunity shall olfer 150 bales of 1500 mans of tobacco of 
the first second and third sort, 50 bales of each.^* 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 21st January 1703, paragraph 6 : This 
])aragraph directs to send them by every shipping large samples of the 
sorts and colours and prices of ail woollen goods vendible, and all other 
Europe commodities.'^ 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 4th June 1703, paragraph 30 ; We 
recommend to you to use your utmost endeavours in promoting the 
\'end of our woollen and other manufactures as much as possible, we 
being obliged (as you will see by the Charter) to export yearly one- 
ten tii part in the product and manufacture of England. Wherefore 
advise ns yearly what quantities and sorts of goods we shall send. 
In this be very particular, and though it be more trouble to us here 
in purchasing them than bullion, and also to yon, putting them off, 
yet we should not omit sending as much as can be vended, althougli 


^ Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-43, 40-41. ^ Court’s L. VoL 3 of 1742- 1751, 5, 

^ Burat Pact, Diary 611 of 1719-20. Surat Pact. Diaty 614 of 1730- 17H2, 
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Chapter II- they should produce no more than hullion, because of the advantage 
Trade. which the expense of our own manufacture brings to this nation^ 

Woollens, Qouft of Directors'^ Letter, 21st February 1717, paragraph 27: 

1717 . ' This paragraph is a continuation of the order for patterns of the 
colours and sorts of woollen goods.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 29th March 1717, paragraph 26: We 
have often acquainted you that we must send out quantities of woollen 
goods yearly to India in proportion to our exiport. Therefore the first 
care is to get it off, and leave empty warehouses to receive what comes 
the following year. The next is to get a handsome price for it ; but so 
far as the cheapness will enlarge the consumption on your side (so as 
not to prejudice the sale of wh.at we send to other parts), we could be 
content to let it go at a less profit. Otherwise you ought to make 
the most of it, first taking care all goes off from time to time.^ 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 4th November 1719, paragraph 23 : 
This paragraph is a continuation of former orders for sending Lome 
patterns of every species of woollen goods, to describe the colours 
liked or disliked, and to mention the bale number and mark of the 
cloth it was cut from, and by what ship with the invoice price ; if of 
the stuffs, the number of the bale, the price, and by what ship.^ 


' Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 16. 
2 Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 64. 
^ Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 64. 
^ Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 66, 
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. .'Section ¥.---lndustnes. 

I. WMAYma. 

The following extracts relate to the encouragement of cotton and 
^iilk weaving on the island of Bombay I 

Surat Letter to Bombay^ dated Swally Marine 24tli October 1672 : 
The 12 bales of baftas^ manufacture of the island, are received onshore ; 
the 40 or 50 bales that (you) may have more in readiness we could 
wish they were sent off to the ships as they return to you ; but if that 
cannot be, we will have it in remembrance to appoint some ship to 
leave room for tliem.^ 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 15th February 1676 r This is to desire you 
to send us up an account how many eorge of broad and how many 
corge of narrow baftas you can Make against next year on the island 
of its own true and pure manufacture. For we do not desire that 
your broker should endeavour to buy any cloth whatever in Broach 
Cambay or other bazdrs as formerly he did of his own head and without 
Orders, For thereby the Company's investments here have been hindered 
and the price of cloth raised upon them. We would have you keep your 
weavers to their fineness, goodness, strength, and price of their cloth, 
such as used to be made wdien the President was there ; for we are., fully 
assured that if you look well to them, the island can afford as good 
cloth as any made in India ,* also we would have you encourage the 
weavers so much as possible,. This affair we heartily commend to your 
serious considerations.^ 

Surat Letter to Bombay I4tli June 1676 : We formerly desired 
you to send us an aceouirt of broad and narrow baftas we might expect 
from you as the pure manufacture of the island, but you have hitherto 
omitted it. We expect it in aiiswer hereunto,^ 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 4th November 1676 : Notwithstanding 
We wrote you long since to send us an account what calicoes and 
other Europe goods we Might expect from you, yet hitherto you have 
omitted it. We must needs complaiii of rMich neglect in the calico 
investment. We are assured if you and your brokets there would be 
as industrious as you ought in inviting and encouraging: weavers to 
settle with you, that manufacture of calicoes would be increased much 
more than it is. We desire you therefore seriously and earnestly to take' 
this affair into your consideration and to use all just means possible to* 
invite and encourage weavers of all sorts to inhabit on the island, It is our 
opinion that seeing' the country of Shivdji and Deccan is hai^assed and 
iiiucli ruined by the wars, -if you did employ some persons to invite the" 
weavers of those parts to cornu Over to you, they would gladly accept 
it only for a secure livelihood sake; Wherefore use your endeavours 
herein. W e give you notice that it is the Company's' particular' direc-^* 
tions to us to procure a“S Many dangri weavers" to settle on the' 
island as we can in regard that commodity is iii request to whom- 


^ Surat Fact. Out. L, B, 1 of 1630- 1673, 306, 
" Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 79, 
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also we would have you procure as many pautka weavers as you can ) 
for they also will be necessary ; and assure yourselves what industry 
and ingenuity you employ in this affair will be well esteemed by your 
Honourable Masters and by ourselves. For your better supply of 
cotton yarn for the keeping the said weavers at work we shall send you 
down by the HoifjJi a considerable parcel of llajapur yarn which will 
be with you in a few days after receipt of this letter, whereof what is 
proper to be delivered out to the weavers for the making any sort of 
calicoes fit for Europe above mentioned, we would have you so dispose of 
and the remainder he sold to the Company's best advantage. In the mean 
time fail not to get ready what baftas biioad and narrow you have 
provided for England to be sent up by the Iloigh whom you must not 
fail to despatch so soon as you conveniently cati that the goods may 
arrive timely with us and that the Iloigh may be serviceable in lading 
the sliips. Otherwise the Company will be put to the charge of 
liiring boats. To this end you must quicken your dull and dilatory 
broker Girdbar, who too much wants a spur in all business that relates 
to the Company.^ 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 14th November 1676 : We now send you 
the Ilcyigh laden with 65 parcels of Rajapur cotton yarn, invoice 
whereof goes enclosed amounting to Rs. 4203 and 18 pice. The 
said cotton yarn you must dispose of among the weavers on the island 
to be made into calicoes proper for England.^ 

Bombay Letter to the Court, 24th January 1677 : We have this 
year sent up to Surat above 2000 pieces of baftas all made by the 
weavers of the island that have been induced to come and inhabit 
here, formerly the broker for his credit'’ s sake deceived us with Cambay 
cloth instead of Bombay. This does but hinder the Surat investment 
though we believe it not very cheap, yet suppose it not extraordinary 
dear’, the weavers^ charges of 5 per cent enhancing the price, which 
cannot yet be removed, they at first wanting encouragement to their 
repair hither. Besides that, we have hopes to make cloth cheaper than 
hitherto, there having not been any factors who have had judgment to 
oversee such a wmrk and daily to superintend the weavers, but have been, 
forced to confide in the broker who perhaps may be as honest as others, 
yet few or none of that profession, if business be wholly entrusted to 
them, but will pay themselves extraordinarily for their pains. Whereas 
we do now intend when we can procure fitting persons (the island being 
at present in great want of able factors) to set them over the weavers, 
who shall deliver out the cotton by weight, learning how many threads 
go into every piece, receiving it again by weight and tale of threads, 
and allowing so much per piece for weaving according to its fineness 
which is but a small matter and easily learnt, and there can be no 
deceit or over-reaching. This we esteem a very necessary work. 
We have great hopes to give your Honours much satisfaction in the 
increase of the cloth investment on the island, though we find it 
difficult to induce weavers to leave their ancient habitations, it being 
inbred ill all people to esteem no place like home. Yet if we do not 


^ Surat Fact, Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 241 -242. Forrest’s Home Series, 1 . 108 -109. 
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fall out with Shivaji, we dare promise three times the quantities as this 
year sent. We are induced to say if no qiaarrel happen between us and 
Sliivaji, because we shall be forced to make the gToatest part on the 
other side of the Bay^ about 20 miles up the river of Salsette, where 
we have got together a good parcel of weavers whom we cannot yet 
persuade to come over^ thongdi we have hopes in time to elfeet it. How- 
ever the 5 per cent whicdi we now put upon the cloth for weavers will 
be taken away^ instead of wdiich we must pay 2 per cent to Shivdji 
and perhaps 2 or 3 per cent more for charges ; yet if we paid 15 per 
cent, it will bear less than the expenses of any factory. Then it 
^vill be objected^ the cloth is bought by that expense cheaper than the 
island cloth. To this we answer that we have yet probable hopes to 
e<] ualise the cheapness of other factories’’ cloth. Por^ besides the reason 
above given^ we have hopes to have our cotton yarn come cheaper to 
us than it hitherto has done; so that at leastwise to make it stand 
in competition or surpass any of the Gujardt cloth^ if not come very 
near the prices of Rajdpur and Karwar.^ 

Bombay Letter to the Courts 1 7th Pebrnary 1677: We have the 
promise of half a score silk weavers to come and inhabit here^ but with 
this condition that the Company build them houses and be obliged to 
take all their silk of! for three years. We are thinking of a better 
medium if your Honours so approve thereof. Their silk we dare promise 
them shall go off without troubling the Conijpany, which w^e can engage 
persons now to do ; but there will be no such occasion there being 
more consumed and bought up here than they can make. For their 
houses let there be half a Xeraphin custom put upon each piece wdiich 
in short time will reimburse the Company for what they shall lay 
out. Please to send your orders concerning this particular.^ 

Surat Letter to Bombay^ 12th March 1677 : We also recommend 
your endeavours to invite silk weavers to inhabit on the island and do 
approve of the overture you make touching this aifair. Still ive 
would rather have your pautka and dangri weavers settled on the 
island^ for it will be more to the Company’s advantage to have 
calicoes than silk manufactured on the island.^ 

Bombay Letter to Surat, 27th March 1677 : We are not unmindful 
of inviting cloth weavers so well as silk, but it is very difficult 
procuring them. There is a parcel at Bimurly (Bhiwndi) who have 
])romisecl to weave us a good parcel of cloth this year. We shall try if 
we can win them over by degrees.^ 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 22nd March 1677 : We have had so little 
assistance from you in supplying us with broad and narrow baftas for 
our Europe investment that we are not a little ashamed to find our 
hopes of that necessary manufacture so much frustrated. The grand 
fault and obstruction whereof we cannot but impute to the broker 
Girdhar who, we justly fear, is not so faithful and zealous to our 
Masters^ interest in this and other particulars as he ought to be. 


i See. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 8 -9. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 121, 
See. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 18. Forrest’s Home Series, 1, 125. 
iSiirat Fact. Out. L, B. B of 1677* 1700, 16. 

See. Out. L. B, 4 of 1677 -1687, 24, Forrest’s Home Series, I. 128, 
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We again remind you of this most important affair and desire to kno\t 
what quantities of broad and narrow baftas we may depend upon from 
you this year, that we may goyern ourselves accordingly. Also wo 
desire to know what hopes you have of settling the dangri and 
pautka investment on the island and how that affair may best be 
managed^ 

Bombay Letter to Surat, 3rd April 1677 * We were always mindful 
of our cloth investment which we look upon to be one of our principal 
ooneerns. Our broker has promised to get ready in this place all made 
in the island. About 6000 pieces of broad and narrow baftas we 
formerly advised of the weavers of Bimurly (Bhiwndi) who though 
■We cannot prevail with them to come and dwell here, yet they have 
promised to supply us with a good quantity. We intend to see a 
Inuster of half dozen pieces and accordingly proceed in it* How much 
we shall get there we are not able to advise, but shall forward that 
investment with all our diligence.^ 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 26th May 1677 : The Company in their 
letters overland do advise that the calicoes sent off late from Bombay 
are very dear. Unless they can be made better and procured cheaper^ 
it will be to their loss to have any made there*. At this we caniiot 
but admire and believe it some abuse in the broker, wherefore we would 
have you look after him more diligently in the future. It is the 
Company's desire that all their baftas broad,, narrow, and sava gajis be' 
made but 20-J covits long the old ditiiensioils, which order you must 
observe for what cloth you make hereafter,^ 

Bombay Letter to Surat, 27th June 1677 : Concerning the 
dearness of Bombay cloth we can only say this tliat the brokei^ 
lays the fault in the dearness of the cotton yarn which was always the 
Company's and invoiced at Rs. 2 or Rs. 1 1 the pound, more than it was 
worth or more than he conld provide it for in Rattan or Raja|)ur, 
He likewise complains much of the dearness of this Rajdpur yarn now 
sent. We shall make what pieces are npon the loom and already 
wove and what yarn is already made into lengths for the waste of 
the cloth cannot be remedied ; but what is made in the future shall be 
but 20| covite longA 

Bombay Letter to Surat, 6th December 1677 : We have laden 
aboard the Success 18 bales of Bombay baftas. We should have 
procured a far greater quantity but that the weavers run all away 
from Bimurly (Bhiwndi) where we were promised a good pareef 
As to their goodness we must leave the goods to speak for them-^ 
selves.^ 

OourUs Letter to Surat, 18th August, 1683: We have seen some 
cotton knit stockings said to be made at Goa and Bombay which cost 
there about 12d. to 16 t^. per pair and some finer to 18 f/. ; provide for 
us 300 dozen of meifs ditto stockings and 400 dozen of w-omen^s, upon 


1 Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 3 of 1677-1700, 23. 

2 Sec. Out, L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687,- 27. Forrest’s Home Series, I.- 130. 

® Sui'at Fact. Out, L, B. 3 of 1677 - 1700, 42, Forrest’s Home Series, 1 . 115. 
^ Sec. Out, L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 36.- Forrest’s Home Series, I.‘ 132* 
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the best and elieapest terms yon can and of different fineness^ some of 
the meanest and some middling, and some of tlie best that are nsnaily 
made.^ 

ConrVs Letter to Surat, 16tlx November 1683 : Set np in Bombay 
the mannfactiire of Imitting cotton stockings such as are nsnally made 
at Goa and send ns four or five hundred of them of several sorts most 
fine.^ 

Courtis Letter to Surat, 7th April 1684 : We consider that Broach 
is as cheap a place for the buying of cotton wool as any place we know 
in India, and we: consider that a great deal of it may be bought for a 
little money and may be transported by some of our ships to Bombay 
while they lie still in Swally Hole without any change (charge ?) to us ; 
and therefore we do recommend to your consideration the sending of 
40 or 50 tons thither, to be put out to spinners and weavei’S to be 
made into such sort of cloth as the poor people upon Bombay can best 
perform. If such a thing were known to be intended and that such 
work would be constant upon the island, we are apt to persuade 
ourselves that many good spinners and weavers would repair from the 
mainland to that island, especially if you keep always such a store of 
paddy and rice by you that the price may be moderate and no danger 
of scarcity. We know it is not easy to fall into a right method for 
delivering out cotton and receiving our own again justly in yarn or 
cloth fbut it is not impossible, we having long practised the same thing 
by silk at Cassum Bazar where we have, peons expert at it who do ease 
our Chief and Council of much of the trouble,^ 

Courts Letter to Surat, 7th April 1684 : Besides cotton send some 
proper silk to Bombay to be wrought into manufacture such as they 
can best perform ; but let them not be made so strong as those of 
TIulna, which by reason of their strength were greasy. Let none 
have oxir work but such only as will become inhabitants upon our 
island of Bombay, and persuade all you can from the main to go over 
and settle at Bombay upon the terms of ha^dng constant work,*^' 

Courtis Letter to Sxirat, 7th April 1684: Agree with all our 
workmen (at Bombay) in silk and cotton (which we hope with your 
care and contrivance may prove to be very numerous) to take half their 
])ay in rice at the Company's price, the other half in money. When we 
speak of rice before in this letter, we frequently mention the Company's 
price, but have not told you what that is, neither can we tell yon. That 
must be set from time to time by yourselves as the assize of bread is at 
London by the Lord Mayor a,nd Court of Aldermen, at such moderate 
rates that we may be sure to be paid for the charge and freight of oui* 
shipping, rent of our storehouses, olReers^ and labonreiV wages in 
receiving and delivering, 10 per cent interest for our money, with some- 
allowance for waste and spoil that will sometimes happen by vermin or 
otherwise though you do what you can to prevent it. Great care 
must likewise be taken tliat the storekeeper you trust in this business. 


1 Tuh. Dep. Court’s L. Tol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 53. 

2 Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 64. 
Pub. Dop. Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 77. 
Pub. Dep. Court’s D. Vol 1 of 1681-1685, 70. 
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be a riglit careful and honest man whom we will have to pass Mb 
aceoiint of stores with our book-keeper once in every month and the 
balance and remainder - thereof ahvays monthly entered in 
Coiisiiltatioii Book that our Council may always have a record before 
them for what we have in store^ as they have of our cash.-^ 

Bombay General Letter to the Company^ 29th December 1686 : This 
island did formerly vend a considerable quantity of Europe manufaetures 
as broadcloth^ perpetuanoes^ aod lead, and it would be convenient siieh 
things were in the warehouses for sale, by which means it would draw 
trading to the island, and advance the customs yearly. Here is of 
late many silk weavers and others come from Thana and Chaiil p and 
if encouragement is given, they will daily come from other parts to us. 
The Portuguese merely tp-annise over those poor people and exact 
such great taxes and customs from them that they fly from the cities and 
principal places of trade. ^ 

Surat Diary, 2nd December 1719 : Received a letter from the 
President and Council of Bombay, dated the 24th ultimo, advising that 
on complaint of the weavers the tannahs (warp) provided by our brokers 
being dearer than usual they will send them up to be returned.''^ They 
also direct samples of the several sorts and colours of broadcloth with 
proper remarks thereon to be sent down and recommend the speedy 
provision of Guinea stuffs and the Nieeannees for the Europe shipping.'^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th January 1724: Janoji 
Qnuhddam and other weavers petitioning the Board to be advanced 
Rs. 6000 for making a provision of raw silk the ensuing season and 
for laying in batty for the season for their families, their account on 
the general books being now almost cleared, it is agreed that we advance 
them that siim.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd October 1724: The Kalytin 
weavers having brought in 2598 pieces of Guinea goods, -which on 
examination appearing to be better than muster, they are accordingly 
accepted of ; and the Accountant laying before the Board their account 
current with the Honourable Company, there is a balance due to said 
weavers of Es. 1518 1 qr. 20 res; it is directed that the same be paid 
them and agreed that at their request we advance them the sum of 
Rs. 1 500 more.® 

Bombay Government Letter to Surat, 24th January 1725 : Our 
weavers are in want of the cotton yarn we formerly directed to be 
provided at Cambay ; renew your orders to our factor there that it be 
sent us with all expedition.'^ 

Bombay Government Letter to Surat, 6th March 1725: We must 
not omit to remind you of sending the cotton yarn w^e formerly 
directed by the first conveyance, our weavers here being in great want 
thereof for carrying on that manufactme agreeable to the contract 
made with the Honourable Company.^ 

^ Pub. Rep. Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 81, 83. 

" Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 ^ 1687, 42, 43. 

^ See above imder Imijorts, an extract regarding^ Cambay tdmidbs for' the use of tlie 
island. ^ Surat Fact. Diary 611 of 1719-20. ® Pub. Riaiy 2 of 1724, 17. 
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(1 ovarii moil 1 Letter to SuraL /tli .FeLnia,ry I72G : Oiir 
\V(‘;n'ers are in i\'ant oF 500 pieces of blue cotton thready eacli 3| gross, 
w'bieb dn yiiii gi^^‘ J\[r. Innes directions to provide and send bitlicr by 
(be first ojiixirt unity that offers by any of your boats or sloopd 

.llomlitiy (h)vernniont Consultation, 31st May 1728 1 Jaiioji 
nriilcndivui oi: the ^\'ea^nrs, employed on maldng Bomliay stiilfs, presents 
a'petiii'in in belialt of himself and others setting* fortli the hardslnp and 
loss u’ill accrue to them if the Honourable Company take not off tlieir 
hands tlie (pianlity of those stuffs for making* of whieli they had 
])rovided themselves until niateria, Is, the taiinalis as part tlioreof being* 
bonghl of the Honourable Company at an advanced price which they 
ba\’e no other means to dispose of but to the Company except at such a 
loss a.s tlu\y are not alile to boar. They do therefore pra}^ fis they luive 
left whertnviilial on their hands to make about 400 pieces, we wnll take 
into (*onsi{leraiion the relieving* tliem by taking* oil' that qua,ntity ad tlie 
usual price of ivs, 7 apiece. This their ease seeming to be as they 
represent it, that the niatcj’ials remaining wnih tliem cannot he otlier wise 
a|)plied tiiaii in making tliose stuffs exccjit to their very gread loss, it 
is agreed the said, weavers lie so far considered as that wx‘ accept of tlie 
said quantity of 400 pieces or tliereabouts at the rate of Es. 
provided they be made equally good with those already received.^ 

Eombay Governmeiit Consultation, 27th August 1731 : Upon 
receiving orders by the Duke of Cumberland to send home no more 
coloured goods, tire weavers formeidy encouraged do come hither for 
the making of Bombay stuffs were forbid making any such as it was 
apprehended that those goods were included in the general prohiLiition . 
The mukddani of the said weavers petitions the Board setting forth the 
distressed condition that they and their families are in for want of 
employment, which eliiefly consisted in making the said fabric and 
iiumbly imjilores wewnald take their case into consideration and permit 
them to deliver into the Conipany^s warehouse such a quantity of the 
said goods as they shall lie able to make hereafter at tlie usual luice of 
lis. 7 a piece, as the oid}' means of supporting them and llieir families. 
Deha.thig on tills ])etilion, the President observes that on the IViiif/fiu'ndu 
thqiarture for Ihighind we took sneh of the said goods as they had then 
remaining in the,ir hands in eonsideration that they had ])aid tlie 
C'onqiany 10 per cent on tlie cost of the materials whereof the sa,id 
goods w^ere made, l.)iit ]>aid tliem no more but Rs. (>1 per piece for tlie 
same, and pro])Oses to oiler them the same price for such a. quantity as 
they shall be able to make before the departure of the next letmmlng 
dll]) for England. Aeeordingly the mukddam is called in n,nd 
acapiainted the said proposal. But he pleads that several materials 
are much dearer now than formerly as well as all manner of provisions 
-and that he cannot possibly abate any thing of Es* 7 at which rate ho 
mafes it a|)pea,r the \vorkmcn get no more than 8 ])iee a da}^ At lengili 
be is brought to accept of Rs. G- 14-0. Though the said goods are not 
sped lied in the list of investment now ordered from England, yet UiS no 
fault dias lieen found with, those that were sent by the Windham- and 
that by complying with the weavers^ petitions we shall employ a great 
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number of poor inhabitants on the island^ it is agreed that we accept of 
such a cpantity of the said stuffs as they shall be able to deliver into 
the warehouse to the 1st of January next (1732) and the warehouse- 
keeper is directed to receive them accordingly, and that we give directions 
to the muk adeem to continue making the said stuffs until he has orders 
to the contrary 

'Court of Directors^ Letter, 7th March 1733, para 34: The 
small quantities of Bombay stuffs turned to a better account than any 
article of piece goods whatsoever, and as they are manufactured upon 
your island, do you eneoiirage the weavers by increasing the demands. 
As their number is hut small, you may promhe to take off their 
hands as many as they can make of the same goodness with those we 
received this year. And raw silk being part of their fabric, you must 
write to the President and Council in the Bay to send }^ou annually a 
sufficient supply upon our account to furnish the weavers, obliging 
them to make a proportionable allowance in the price of the stuffs.^ 

Court of Directors^ Letter, llth March 1735, para 52 : You 
supply us with but a small quantity of Bombay stulfs year after year, 
notwithstanding \ve have told you how well they answer. A great 
number of weavers are residents in Surat and the parts adjacent, and 
if some proper measures were taken, some of them might be induced to 
take up their abode on your island, especially if you engage to employ 
them constantly which may safely be done in this article provided they 
are kept up to their goodness, as they turn much better to account 
than any species of goods from your side of India. We recommend it to 
you to use your utmost endeavours to provide a large quantity for us.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 1st October 1735 : Being 
informed that sundry w^eavers have deserted from Ahmadabad Dholka 
and other parts where the investment is usually made, and, as their set- 
tling in Bombay w'ould in time prove of great advantage to the island, 
it is agreed to direct the gentlemen at Surat to endeavour to persuade 
them to retire hither and to promise them employment and all fitting 
encouragement, advising us on wliat terms they are wdlling to come.^ 

Bombay Governmenti Consultation, 23rd November 1735 : The Smut 
Chief and factors in their letter of 16tli November 1735 say they wnll 
endeavour to prevail upon the weavers who have deserted from the parts 
about Ahmadabad to retire hither, but they apprehend they shall ineeK 
wdtb some opposition therein from those wlio benefit by having the 
career iiispeetion of their investments.^ In a subsecjiieiit letter of 
12th December 1735 they add, by opposition they did not mean it 
from any of their owui servants but from iliQ mukdtiam of the said 
■ weavers.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 31st December 1735 : The 
miikiulam oi the weavers having requested us to advance him Pts. 4000 
to enable him to carry on the investment of Bombay stuffs, the amount 
of which will be repaid by the goods they wall deliver in and as the 


^ Pull. Diary 4 o£ 1731, 102-103. ® Comp, of S'tand. Orel. Vol. 3 of 1715-1721, 97. 

^ Comp, of Staiicl. Grd, Wol, 1 of 1715- 17-1, 99. ^ Pub. 33iary 8 of 1734-35, 239. 
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arivaiiciiig* them siieh a sum will be an eiicouiugement to them to 
increase the quantity^ the President is desired to pay the same.-^' 

Bombay Government Consiiltatioiq 31st March 1736 : According to 
our recommendations to procure a body of weavers to settle at Bom]>a,y 
the supervisor brings with him one Bamanji Patel who has oltcred his 
services on that occasion:." 

Bombay Government Consultation^ 13tli SeptenAer 1736 : Bamanji 
Patel^ nmkddam of the weavers, who came down hither from Snrat 
with Mr. Braddyll having agreed to bring* hither forty or lit tv families 
of wmvers to settle upon the island on condition that we build small 
habitations for them and let them live therein rent free for two years, 
when they will either pay rent or reimburse the Honourable Company 
the charge of building said habitatioiiis. As a number of Aveavers 
settling here will certainly be of great advantage as well in lowering 
the price of the goods as mending the fabric as they will be more 
immediately under our inspection, it is agreed that a doubh^ range of 
houses to the number of forty be set about, but that the pajuiiiister lay 
before us a eatlciilate of the ex 2 )ense before they are begun.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, Sth October 1736: The land 
pa^miaster lays before the Board a calculate of the charge of building- 
forty small habitations for the accommodation of so many families of 
weavers wiiich, supposing the wmlls to be of mud covered with chunani 
and the roofs tiled, will amount to ].ls. 4736, and if the wmlls be o£ 
tattdSj the same is computed at Es. 3386. But as the first mentioned 
will be safer from accidents of fire, more durable and in W'ant of less 
repair^ it is agreed that they be built after that manner and directed- 
that the i-)ay master see them set about and finished with the necessary 
expedition, taking care that all possible frugality be observed therein;^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 12th November 1736: The- 
vereadores of Bombay having made an examination and report of the 
loss that w^ill accrue to sundry Kiinbis and others who occupy the> 
ground whereon the habitations for w^eavers are ordered to be built by 
destroying the greens and otliers articles planted thereon, amounting to 
Es. 225-1-651, and it being but reasonable that said people should be 
satisfied for the damage sustained by them, the land paymaster is. 
directed to make them easy on the best terms he can.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, iDtli November 1736 : The* 
of the wnwers requesting an advance of Rs. 400*:] to carry 
on the investment of Bombay stuffs, the same is agreed to and directed 
that it he paid out of the treasury. The said mnkddam representijig 
that the advance of ten per cent on the tannahs delivered to the weavers 
is a great discouragement to them, and that a large quantity might be 
procured if they were favoured more in that article, and considering 
that the Honourable Company tell us this sort answmrs better than 
any other coloured goods and that they re<5ommer]d to us to increase 
the quantity, it is agreed to deliver the tannahs at only five per cent 


^ Pub. Diary S 1734-35, 295. "Pub. Diarv 0 of 1736. 140. 
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ndvaiK'o to the weavers on the muica dam's promising* to deliver fifteen 
liiiiidretl pieces of Bombay stuffs the following }'eai’.^ 

Bumba.)^ Government Consultation^ 141ii May 1737 : In tlieir letter 
uf 7ih .May 1737 the Snra.t Chief aaid factors say they had been very 
pn‘sslng with Daman Patel for prej-aimg the faiiiilies of weavers for 
this island, but he representing there was no cotton }’arn provided to set 
thoin at w<jrk and ]u*(d'endiipg that they were nnwilliug to eoine on 
accomii of the iMiuathas, they ninst defer getting them to ns till after 
ilu^ raiiis^ and no endeavours on their parts shall l^e wrintiiig to encourage 
ihera." 

Bomlniy Coveniinent CMnsultatioUj Stli July 1737 : Jam)ji^ mulaidttm. 
ulTlie weavers, napicstiug to be advanced Es. bUOO for carrying on the 
in\a>lnient of l>onibay stuffs, it is directed that tlia.t sum 1)0 ]taid him 
out <!' iim 1 1 'casury.-’ 

Court of l)irrM4.oi’s^ Letter, 6th January 1738, para 16: This para 
rc('osnu!ends aaid approves the cni*ouraging the weavers and thereby 
a la,rg{‘ number of lhaabay stuff's aiiiiiially.^ 

Ihunbay ( htvt.‘ruiucnt ConsuUatiuu, 30tli Marcli 1738: Janoji, tlic 
vndaidaai of llic wca-vers, liaving delivered in l>oin1)a.y stuffs ecpial to 
the amount of liie money advanced him witliin Rs. 50(30^ and now 
r(‘tjuesting a furtlier snin of Es, 5000 to earry on the investment of 
I bust* stuffs, it is ordered that that simi be paid liim out of the 
tivasuiyy 

Bombay (jovernmeiit Consultation, 16th February 1739 : Janoji^ 
raaiahliun of the n eaYers, appi}’ing for a quantity of raw silk to supply 
the Boinliay maim fact arcs, it is agreed to deliver liirn the nine bales 
recH.m*ed by the Nffnc/^ on tlic Ilonourable Coinpany'’s aeeonnt at 
IsN cni v-live ])er {:ont advance on the invoice and the warehouse-keeper 
is oidered to deliver liiiii the same 3’ 

Bomltay (lovei ninent C()nsiilta.tioiy 3CHh May 1 739 : On this oeeaBion 
of n- riling to Sura.tj it is agreed wo take notice (rf the weavers^ 
p!‘«)|u;sa]s of making esMiy's )>oth of tlie Bejnla]>a.nts and Guinea stuffs 
aooording to llie musters of tlu‘ M3Voial sortments from Surat j in the 
prospeot we- ha.ve of ivtaining and linding work ft>r these aatificers who 
iiavo iakon refuge lieiH* from tlie tnadle of tlie iieigh])ouring conntries 
a, lid i\<n^ different, from those em])]oyed on the Bomltay stuffs. But as 
we are! lit t- llioroughly acquainted \\ ith the ]jarticulav s-orts most in 
dim land al, home and eonseqiiently where the least risk may Ite run 
in inereadng tlie (piantity ordered by the last letter of iiu'estment, we 
'•hall e\pe{*t, Mr, I iambefs opinion in this matter btl'o re we venture on 
any eontrad.. ; the whole of wliieli is entirely agreeable to our llonourablo 
MaMors’ directions in the 43rd and 461h paragraphs of tlicii* letter by 
the NaKsan,'^ 

.Bombay ( 6 nauannent CnnsnltaB^^^^ May 1739: Jdnoji, Ibo 

mukadam of the weavers, applying for a sum to be furiiislied hiin for 
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can-jing on Ins iiiidertaJving’j it is ordered tliat Rs. 2000 lx; advaiieed 
Ivim on tlxit a,eeoniit,^- 

Pioniba.}" (iox'ci’iiment Consiiltation^ Stli August 1740 : Janoji Karliajl, 
■Hi nhdihnu- oi* the weavers, requiring an advance as enstoinaiy ot 
Rs. :20n0 for COTryiiig on the investment of stuffs on the island, it is 
ordered tha.t the treasury issue the same and his account be char.rged 
tliorewith.' 

Bomba V Government Consultation, 13th October 1747 : Ourw'eavers 
not l>eing willing to contract for the Bombay stuffs under Rs. Sj- the 
|)ieeo on acemmt ot the price of the raw silk being* nigh double what it 
list'd to be wlieii the}” undertook this investment at the rate of Rs. 6-14-0 
the jiiece, it is agreed, that we defer contracting' for them until it can 
)>e done on more .reasonable terms lest by consenting to raise it now, it 
should prove dillioiilt to lower it hereafter.^ 

Bomliay Gm-oriimen.t Consultation, 13th June 1758: The President 
’i\fr. .llictiard Bourihier informs the Board tliat he has incurred a 
consideralile expmise in bringing a set of weavers upon the island from 
■Ihissein for setting up a manufacture projier for Jidda and oilier 
western ports a*iul exjiocts be shall be able to procure many more ; but 
tliad' as ho j)a.ys customs on the raw silk, cochineal, and other materials used 
l.jy tiiem, lie iiuds he cannot carry it on if oldiged to pay an export duty 
likewise, and desiring the opinion of the Board as to the propriety 
thereof, it is resolved that the same be referred to our IfoiiouralJe 
Masters, and in order to encourage the manufacture which may in a few 
years become a great benefit to this island, that no export duty be 
levied thereon till their pleasure is known.'* 

Bombay Government Consultation, ] 0th February 1761 : The weavers 
at this place having represented in a letter to the President that tlicy 
used fornierl}^ to be supplied with proper silk and blue cotton yarn by 
the ’Honourable Com|:)aiiy for making Bombay stuffs on allo^v^ng 25 
])er cent on the former ami 10 per cent on the latter, when they delivered 
them at Rs. 7 per piece, but that those and the other necessary articles 
are now so dear tliat each piece will stand in Rs. 10|, but that il* \\XMvilI 
agree thereto and order 400 pieces of cotton yarn from Surat, they 
w ill j.>ay 10 per cent on it clear of charges and undertake to deliver 
500 jiicees wdtliin six months from the time they receive the cotton yarn ; 
l)ut as we imagine the Chief and Council at Surat may lie a,].)le to 
contract i‘or them on better terms, it is ordered that a muster Ije scut 
wliii directions for them to acquaint us as soon as they can in what 
lime a,n.d at ^\dlat price they can provide the above number of pieces for 
the Ell r<.)])e market.''^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 16th Ajiril 1762, para 53 : You do ivell 
to emjuire into the reasons tliat the contractors are deficient in 
<‘onq)leting the investment at Surat. YYhatever the weavers may 
pretend, the principal contractor is the person you ought to look upon 
as deserving censure, wdien defieient in his confa and therefore as 


^ I’ul). Diary 12 of 1738-:i9, 201. -VnK Diary 13 of 1730.40,310. 

■' .Cub. Diary 20 of 1747, 3G7. Pub. Diary 31 of 175S, 307, 

5 Pub, Diary 36 of 1761, 167. 
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Bainanji Iiacl failed in liis engagements^ we approve of your agreeing 
Jagauiiatli for the present investment^ tliongh Banian jfs pro j)osaIs 
were a small matter lower. From this eneoiirageiiient given to 
Jaganiiatli and the preeantioii yon took at the beginning to prevent any 
irnp^xliineuts from Bamanji, we shall expect to find it has been cxccut>ed 
in a satisfactory inaniier and without any deficiency. For though the 
investment is not considerable a disappointment is so far prejudicial as 
it lessens the provision for the timely deBpatch of our ships consigned 
you as well from the want of the goods here. The Bombay stuffs are 
Init an insigniiieant article in the list of irn'cstmcnt. The demand the 
Bonil)ay weavers now make for them is so extravagant they will in. no 
degree jinswer ; still we are unwilling to drop entirely the making that 
manufiiciiir}' in the island. Therefore any reasonable oneourageniont 
I’oii may think proper to give tlie weavers witli you we shall not 
disappi’ove so as to reduce the stuffs to the usual price or near it.^ 

Fisjieiues, 

The following extracts eontain some aceomit of the fisheries of 
Bombay : 

Consultation held in Bombay, 1st February 1670: The Coolies 
(Koiis) of this island who sail in small vessels to Surat, having 
preferred a petition desiring leave to export some small quantities of 
coir wliieh l>eing formerly denied them they are much aggrieved,, 
preteiuliiig tliey were not al^le to sustain their families and pay their 
yearly tax to the Company. The Council therefore thought it requisite 
{for their encoui’agement) that the Deputy Governor and Council that 
shall be, have license to gratify them with such small quantities as they 
shall tliink eonveniont, taking certificates from the customers how 
miieh is ]a;den on each bark or vessel for the preventing of aljiise.'^ 

Surat letter to the Company, dated Swally Marine 17th January 
IG7i» ; The right of fishing pretended by the Portuguese is thus. The 
iMh;il)it:aut8 ol: Thana, Bandi'a, Karaiija, and Chaiil, now under the- 
Portuguese juiisdietion claimed by ancient custom the privilege of 
fishing in the open sea and in seyeral bays and creeks belonging tof 
your island. finding^ it prejudicial to your eooleries or” fishing 

stakes of Bombay WTirli Mazgaon and other ]>laees and much 
ineonvenicni to your people, thouglit good to dispute their said privilege 
and secairc your right, having seized several lioats with their men wdio- 
pi'esumtid to fish there after fair warning and prohibition given them. 
This caused some dispute at the time, but it was fairly accommodated, 
and the boats and men released on their promises to keep in their owoi 
bounds wliereunto we shall confine them. We hope they will not molest 
hereafter therein. 

Court of Directors^ letter to the Surat President and Council, 7th 
April 15S4: We do hereby impose a yearly tax of one rupee about 
upon every l)oat that does or shall fish within onr bay, whether 
they l,)clong to ourselves, Portuguese, or any other iiatioin; and one 
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impee per annum upon every sliopkeeper that keeps open any sliop in. 
any part of our islaiidj which we require our Deputy Governor and 
Council to levy accordingly impartially for our own use. 
Notwithstanding while you are in danger of differing' with t lie 
i^urtuguese, if you shall think it our interest for political ends to keep a 
el<)So friendship nvith Sambliaji, you may excuse all Ms lishing* vessels 
from the tax aforesaid, and the Portuguese if they agree to take off 
tliG customs they have injuriously laid on us at Tlidna and Karan jad 

Court of Directors^ Letter, 5th April 1715, para 101 : Do not 
suffer any body to oppress the fishermen by forcing them to sell the 
lish to a particiilar person. Let the market be free to every body. If 
you shall find good reason to lessen any duty on the licenses for fishing, 
or lay it open for all, and that ib will be a general benefit, we give 
leave so to do. Put tlien let us know what were the motives that 
induced you lliereuiito fur uur further orders thereoiir 

Letter from .i\.ress.rs. Owen Phillipps, Horne, and Sutton to the 
IIonoura])Io Charles Boone, dated Bombay 15th June 1720: In 
oljedieneo to the liunoiirahle Presidents commands we summoned all 
tlie coolies of ]\[azgaon and Doiigri to enquire into the reason of 
complaints tlie .English inlirhitants make for want of fish and if possible 
to remedy it for the future. On examination we found several of the 
fishing coolies liad been taken from the Dolkars or owners of large 
fishing nebs for such goveriiiiieiit servants and others as had a right 
to the use of a palanquin and bearers. We therefore took a muster 
of all the Kolis and found a sufficient number to allow each Mazgaon 
Dolkar six men and a boy and the Doiigri Dolkars five men and a boy 
each, and that there would be enough left for all the other services of 
the island. We therefore judge it will be now their own fault if they 
do not supply all the inhabitants with fish, and humljly propose that 
they be ordered to bring one ewt. every other day to the market, and 
that the price be lowered to one daydni or chikcmi the pound ^vhieh 
will probably make them the more assiduous - all which is humbly 
submitted to your Honour'’s consideration and determination.'' 

.Bombay Governmeiit Consultation, 20th June 1720 : The report of 
Messrs. PlulHpps Ilorno and Sutton relating to the fishery w^as read; 
and after del jate tlieroon, ordered that the price of fish be .reduced to one 
(higdni the pound, and that one ewt. be brought to the market . . . 
and that Mr. Sutton, clerk of the market, give public notice as usual 
in the bazar.'^ 

On the 4th August 1726 Government write to the Collector : The 
decay of the fishery at Mazgaon being represented to be eliiefiy owing 
to the want of a due I’egulation in the cooleiy, it is thought expedient 
to £ippoint a certain number for such employments wherein they will 
be more useful and enrol them so as not to be taken for other services 
except on emergent occasions for the public ; to wdt : To be bred 
carpenters 24, caulkers 30, sawyers 30. The 12 Dolkars^ houses to bo 
siii)p]iecl for fishing vith lOS men and boys; their number to ]>e kept 


1 PuT). Dex% Court's L. VoL 1 ofmsi - 1685, 79. 
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up with fresh supplies as any shall be ocea,sioually dropped of and 
those then remaining to be employed as hired servants to the inhabitants 
as tliere sliall be occasion for themd 

Bombay (xovernment Consultation, 21st October 1736: The 
Dolkars of Mazgaon and Ddngri having made frecpient complaints 
that so many Kolis belonging to those eooleries are employed in carrying 
palaniyuins that they have not men enough left for the service of the 
fisheries, thereby rendering them incapable of paying the Honourable 
Company's pension. To remedy this for the future it is directed that 
nobody be permitted to have palanquin Kolis from either of the above 
mentioned places except such persons as are allowed them b}-’* tlie 
H 011(3X1 rable Company. It is ordered that the receiver of the revenues 
see that this resolution be strictly complied with.” 

Boiilbay Government Cons nltation, 31st December 1736 : And as 
Bhiku Sinay, the present overseer of the eoolery at Dongri, is too 
much taken up with his business as farmer of the toliaeco rent and 
interpreter to the Mayor^’s Court to give the due attendance to his 
other enqiloy; it is directed that Eustaniji Dorabji be appointed 
overseer of the said eoolery in his stead.^ 

Bombay Government Diary, 6th October 1738 : Aeeoiint of Bombay 
eoolery for 1737-38 b ns. q. r. 

Atnount outstanding fox’ the former year {17o6-37). 1 -1 87 0 60 
Amount of the last year’s trihube from the Kolis. 1232 0 12 

Total ... 2719 0 72 

Paid into the Treasury at times last year 

(1737-38) ... ... ... ... 1231 2 0 

Bad Debts lost among the Kolis ... ... 24 2 65 

Servants’ Wages ... ... ... 260 0 0 

Balance to be collected ... ... ... 1200 0 7 

Total ... 2719 0 72 

Letter from the receiver of tlie rents and revenues Mr. George Scott, 
to the President and Council, 30th Jamiary 1740 : This waits on 
your Honour for your notice regarding tlie eooleries of Mazga>on 
and Dongri, as tlie griev^anees complained of seem to call for some 
redress. The xisefulness of these sorts of people renders them so 
necessary to the island in many respeebs, particularly that of ballasting 
ships, packing of the Company's goods, and the advantages accruing 
from the fishery business which eoxild not well be carried on withoxii 
them, induce me to believe your Honour will be pleased to take 
into consideration a proper encouragement in order to prevent their 
leaving the jilaee, which, notwitlistaiicling the precautions taken, some 
of them have made their escape in merchants'’ boats, allording tlioin a 
better provision than the public service upon the spot. The palanquin 
service is what they most complain of in which your lloiioxir will 
Judge what number may be necessary for such persons of the 
Honourable Company's servants whose emjiloyments require their 
keeping a coiiveyaiiee of this sort. If your Honoxir should esteem it 


Ulev. Diary 2-2 of 1798i 2062 - 2063. 2 Pub. Diary 9 01 1736,422- 423. 
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convenient to relieve them in this respect, I apprehend they will not 
be further troublesome 4 

Bombay Government Consultation, SOtli January 1740: Read the 
above letter from the receiver of the rents and revenue setting forth 
the grievance the Kolis complain of, particularly as to their b ing 
employed in carrying palanquins j which being taken into consideration, 
the former order which had been grown into neglect is now revived 
that no one that has not a right to palanquin Kolis by their station in 
the service or particular appointment, shall be allowed them; and 
that considering the increased price of all provisions and necessaries 
of life and the encouragement given by the Maratliis to this tribe being 
the most useful for fishery, land-tilling, and in general all labour 
we give all licensed palanquin Kolis half a rupee advance on their 
present wages of Rs. per man (out of which they to pay half rupee 
monthly pension or head-money to the Company) the whole of which 
addition will not exceed Rs. 27| a month, and serve to ease those 
especially who are put to the hardest duty with the least reward of 
their labour,^ 

Bombay Government Diary, 26th September 1740 : The overseers 
of Bombay and Mazgaon coolery submit their respective accounts for 


Bombay - 


Rs. 

q. r. 

Balance of last account (1738-39) 

* • • 

1410 

1 0 

Several tributes of the present year (1739-40) ... 

1459 

0 11 


Total ... 

2869 

1 11 

Cash paid into the Treasury 

... 

1689 

2 0 

Charges 

... 

267 

2 64 

Bad Debt ... ... 

» • » 

4 

1 8 

Balance 

... 

907 

3 39 

Mahim^ 

Total ... 

2869 

1 11 

Balance of last year’s Account 


213 

1 26 

Amount of this year’s Account 

... 

667 

2 94 


Total ... 

881 

0 20 

Paid into the Treasury ... 


287 

0 0 

S niidry Charges 

... 

25 

0 0 

Balance ... 

... 

569 

0 20 


Total ... 

881 

0 20 


Bombay Government Consultation, 12th February 1741: Read a 
letter from Mr. Charles Orommelin, Collector of the revenues, 
representing in behalf of the Kolis of Dlidravi their request for a loan 
of Rs. 100, that they had some years ago an indnlgence of this nature 
which was punctually repaid ; it is agreed therefore that as they are 
said to be a useful set of people and the sum now desired being for the 
repairing their boats to carry on the fishery, the same be advanced 
them and that the Collector see to the proper security being taken as 
well as receiving back the amount.^ 


1 Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 60, 2 Diary 13 of 1739-40, 59 - CO, 
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Bombay Government Consultation, 16th March 17 M: The 
Collector o£ the revenues representing in behalf of the Kolis of Warli 
that several of their fishing boats wanting repair they request a loan 
of Ks. 100 to be repaid in two years; as it will be a help and 
eiieoiiragemenfc to those useful people^ it is agreed to, and that they be 
not charged with interests 

Bombay Government Diary, 14th September 1744. Account yof 
Bombay and Mdzgaon eoolery from 1st August 1743 to 31st July 
1744 ^: 


Mazgaon, 

, Bs. 

q. r« 

Balance of the former year (1742-43) 

... 344 

2 32 

Pension for the last year (174 3«44) ... 

... 819 

0 50 

Total 

... 1163 

2 82 

Cash paid in ... 

... 872 

2 33 

Bad Debts written off ... 

... 143 

3 77 

Sundry Charges 

62 

3 66 

Balance Outstanding 

84 

1 6 

Total 

... 1163 

2 82 

Bombay, 

Balance of 1742-43 ... 

... 14S 

0 4 

Produce of 1743-44 

... 1302 

3 40 

Total . 

... 14.'i0 

3 44 

Cash paid in 

.. 1156 

3 88 

Bad Debts written off ... 

S3 

2 66 

Sundry Charges 

.. 260 

1 40 

Total , 

.. 1450 

3 44 

Bombay Government Diary, 30tli September 1746. 
Bombay and Mazgaon eooleries, account for 1745-46^: 

Overseers 

Bombay, 

Es. 

q. r. 

Balance of 1744-45 

67 

3 78 

Several tributes, pension Sia. of 1745-46 

.. 2038 

3 47 

Total . 

.. 2106 

3 25 

Paid into the Treasury ... ... 

.. 1680 

0 0 

Charges 

.. 272 

0 0 

Balance; 

.. 151 

3 25 

Total . 

.. 2100 

3 25 

f 

o 

Balance of 1744-45 

82 

1 49 

Amount of nd'S-lG 

859 

3 49 

Total .. 

. 942 

0 98 

Paid into the Treasury ... 

. 755 

1 0 

Charges 

63 

0 17 

Balance ... ... 

. 123 

3 81 

Total ,, 

. 942 

0 98 


The account of the Bombay and Mazgaon cooleries for 1746-47 
amoimtecl to Es. 2851-1“71.-^ 


I Pub. Diary 17 of 1744, 96. 2 p^|j^ 274 -275, 

<a>ub. Diary 19 of 1746, 323, ^ ^ 

^ Bom, Gov, Diary 13tli Oct, 1747, Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 870. 
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Letter from the Collector Mr. ByfelA to the President^ 13th October 
1747 : The Mooiy (Mori) Kolis at Warli have hitherto been indulged 
with the easy pension o£ three-quarters of a rupee each without hawiig 
the least pretension to it. For notmthstanding they have no fishing 
stakes of their own, still by being employed in the boats of those that 
have^ they receive the same advantage as the Woomanys and conse- 
€j[uently ought to pay the same pension which is Es. 1-1-50 eaeh.^ 

Letter from the Collector to the President, 13th October 1747 : In 
the district of Ma'him iijo wards of 400 other side (that is across harbour) 
Kolis have settled with their families and are exempt from paying any 
pension notwithstanding they receive the same advantage by going in 
boats as those settled at Bombay who pay annually Ee. 1-0-36 
each. This I presume ought to be levied upon them, more especially 
as many leave the coolery here annually and resort thither in order 
to screen themselves under that indulgence which is very prejudicial 
to the fishery in general.^ 

Bombay Consultation, 26 th April 174S : The Collector of the 
revenues in his above letter of 13th October 1747, representing that 
there are upwards of 400 other side Kolis settled with their families 
in the district of Mahim that are exempt from paying any pension 
notwitlistaiidiiig they receive the same advantage by going in boats 
as those settled at Bombay who pay annually a pension of lie. 1-0-36 
each, it is agreed that in future said pension be levied on thorn 
in like manner as those at Bombay, as otherwise the latter will think 
themselves partially dealt by.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 5th April 1751, para 163: We are in- 
formed there may be about five hundred useful people called eooloys 
(Kolis) on the island, who fish for the inhabitants in general and 
procure a supply for exportation. They give a revenue of about 
Rs. 3000 a year, are a nursery for carpenters and caulkers, and are 
frequently sent with expresses to the subordinate settlements. These 
people are said to be so much employed in carrying j)alanquins that 
the fishery is much distressed and the inhabitants as well as 
themselves suffer in consequence. In order therefore to remedy this 
apparent inconvenience, we direct that our Governor, Council, Superin- 
tendent, Mayor, Chaplains, Surgeons, and such English as have families, 
together with such others of our servants as may bethought entitled by 
the Governor, be alone permitted to have cooleys (Kolis) in their 
..service,'^. 

Court of Directors^ letter, 25th April 1759, para 57 : We entirely 
approve of your easing the fishery in building small advice boats for 
our service, and we are satisfied that during the war they must be 
extremely useful.^ 

Court, of Directors-^ letter, 25th April 1759, |>aras 147 to 150 : 
If there is no barrack master nor any care taken to furnish the soldiers 

5 Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, S72. ^Vooinaiiys seems to mean . Kolis of Old Woman’s 
IsluiuL 2 i)ia,vy 20 of 1747, 372, ^ Pab. Diary 21 of 1748, 146 - 147. 

^ i’lib. Dop. Court’s Letter Vol. 4 of 1752 -1756, 182. 

^ Pub. Dcp. Coiirfs L. Vol. 5 of 1757 * 1761, 173. 
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with piovisioBS but that they receive their pay and buy food where 
they can get it^ we say this is a most shameful neglect. For certainly 
the dissolute will lay out their money in arrack and then they must 
rob to support themselves or starve. But were they all sober and in- 
clined to be regular^ it is well known that flesh can seldom be procured 
by any but the principal inhabitants and fish is often as scarce. There- 
fore wl 0 can hardly believe you cajDable of such misconduct^ because 
you must not only be divested of common humanity but blind to our 
interest and your own safety. If the complaint of the bread is just, 
they have been scandalously injured. 

To relieve the soldiers and our subjects in general, we lay down the 
following rules which we expect are immediately carried into execu- 
tion : 

Eeceive proposals for a barrack master to furnish the soldiers 
with good and wholesome food with such allowances and encourage- 
ments as may be adequate to his trouble. 

In like manner receive public proposals for the bread and biscuit. 
The bakers to be subject to heavy penalties inserted in their contract 
if the bread or biscuit is short in weight or goodness. Justices of 
Peace to hear and determine all such complaints and the clerk 
of the market to be directed to be strict in his duty to forward all 
information. Jf more than one baker is employed we recommend it 
as a right measure. No covenant servant to be directly or indirectly 
concerned in this contract as they value our service. 

We positively forbid the exportation of fish from any part of our island 
but as hereafter directed ; and it is our express orders that two public 
markets be erected for sale of every kind of fish, the one at Bombay the 
other at Maliim. If any person whatever shall be found to purchase 
fish from the boats or at any other place but these markets, the buyer 
and seller to forfeit such sums as you may judge will suffice to check 
the evil. You are then publicly to settle upon reasonable terms the 
price of every species of fish ; and there our marine paymaster may 
occasionally buy the sorts required for the sailors, and the traders in 
this article such as they want to export, observing always that no 
exportation be allowed but in times of plenty. By these means our 
subjects will never be distressed. Our Chief of Mahim nor none in his 
service are to purchase fish but at the markets in common with all 
others. As our President is obliged to keep an open table and may at 
times be distressed for provisions, four fishing Kolis are to be appro- 
jiriated to his use and to him only ; and that this indulgence may not 
be abused, such Kolis are to wear a badge or some distinguished mark. 
The fish caught by these Kolis will be carried to the Fort, not to the 
market, the President paying the market price. For the information 
of every one w^e order that these our regulations for the bakers and 
public markets be fixed up at the custom houses and bandar in the 
several languages.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd October 1759: Ordered 
that the publication made in November 1757 for establishing two 


t Fill). Dep. Court’s Letter Yoi. 5 of 1757- 1761, 1'97 -199. 
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fish markets in this town and two at Mahim be renewed declaring 
whatever person shall be found to purchase fi&h from the boats or at 
any other place but at those markets^ that both the buyer and seller 
shall forfeit such sums of money or be punished in such manner as we 
shall think fit to order. ^ 

Bombay Government Consultation/28rd October 1759: The fish 
market having proved a very great nuisance to the neighbourhood 
since it has been kept under the tamarind tree near the Churchy the 
clerk of the market must be ordered to remove it to a proper place 
without the Apollo Gate.'^’^ As the country (county) is not in cash to 
defray the expense of erecting sheds for that service, it is agreed that 
sufficient money be advanced from the treasury to be repaid by the 
country (county) when their circumstances will admit 

Letter from the Mahim Custom Master to the President and Council, 
6th July 1762 : As the fisheries of Warli, Mahim, Dharavi, and 
Sion have been the subject of some consideration with the Honourable 
Court of Directors, ajid as fish is of such consequence to the inhabitants 
of this island and the military and marine in general, that they have 
thought proper to give very particular orders for preventing the 
exportation thereof, I did, in order to comply therewith, direct the 
Serjeant at Warli Fort to send me a daily report of the importation 
of this article, which he has done ever since my first coming hither. 
As, before they are permitted to pass, all fishing boats bring to under 
a battery situated at the point of Warli which commands the entrance, 
such an examination was not only convenient but the Serjeant could 
always be certain there was no possibility of landing their fish any 
other way. In the same manner I directed all boats belonging to 
Mffiiim Sion and Dharavi to stop at the Mandvi and be 
examined by the Serjeant of the custom house before they pass up 
the river or land their fish. A daily account thereof was regularly 
taken by the Serjeant and entered in a book kept for that purpose, 
as also of what fish has been imported from Bandra. In this way 
the actual quantity of fish of all kinds bronght to this island by 
the foregoing people and from the other side may be seen at any 
time. Enclosed is an account of three months’ fish drawn out 
from these memoranda, which I now deliver for your Honour^ s 
satisfaction. Eor although it has long* been the received opinion of 
everybody well acquainted with this branch of business, and my own 
in particular, that the Kolis have some method or other of conceal- 
ing their fish or landing it privately without our knowledge, still I 
made no doubt but the above regulations wmuld effectually put a stop 
to the same and establish such a cheek on them that no evils of this 
sort could possibly continue any longer. But I am sorry to observe to 
your Honour there is great reason to believe the Warli Kolis do still deceive 
us and that they make apraetice of landing their cnrven (A'^?r6e'^} at Bcindiu 


I Pub. Diary 33 of 1759, 567 - 568. 

- Tlie gnarled tamarind still close to the north of the Cathedral apse. 

^ Fuh, Diary 38 of 1759, 601. 

Karha singular plural, a fish ahoat a foot long and six inches broad. It is 

dried and sent to Deccai)u 
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Chapter II. and Ves^va^ or somehow or other dis 2 :)ose of their fish without our 
knowledge. This is evident by referring to the above account wherein 
^ it is plain from the 1st October to the 81st December^ they have landed 
only 5 1 5 curvens with a quantity of buckshaws. Whereas in that 
time the Bandra Kolis have imported 1416 curvens besides what 
they must have sold amongst the Marath^s. Although it is well known in 
these three months the Warli Kolis usually got formerly vast iiumbers of 
curvens, it being the proper season for those fish. Here it is to be observed 
also that theWarliKolis havereturiiedmany times for several days together, 
bringing only a few baskets of buckshaws at this fine season for getting 
curvens. Tins deceit being likewise more obvious on a comparative view 
of one month with another throughout the whole of this yearns importation, 
plainly evinces they must have caught greater plenty of all kinds of fish 
than they have given an account of. As I have already remarked under 
the above regulations, it is impossible to land fish anywhere on this island 
without our knowledge. So it is undeniable the Bombay Kolis must have 
recourse to other methods for the roguery I suspect they practise. 
Concerning this I have all along* entertained the greatest doubts and 
have made the best enquiry possible in order to detect them therein 
and entirely prevent such proceedings in future. But they are so close 
in their schemes and in some of their relations to the Bandra people that 
no positive proof can be obtained from them about it, or any satis- 
factory answer except that they would have caught more fish, if they 
could. However it may be reasonably inferred from hence they must 
have some eonneetious with the Bandra and Vesava Kolis belonging to 
Salsette as aforesaid, to whom they either sell or deliver their fish 
wliieli are daily brought over from the other side in large quantities 
and sold on this island. By this means they seem to consult their 
own advantage by keeping up the price which they are sensible •would 
be much lessened if they brought the fish to Bombay in their own boats 
as they could afford and would be obliged to sell them cheaper. For 
when they are regularly sent to market in the manner the Honourable 
Company have pointed out reserving what is necessary for the marine, 
such an increase of fish must of course cause a fall in the price, aiul 
the inhabitants, military and marine, be all supplied in general with 
greater plenty on cheap and reasonable terms. These are truths that 
speak themselves and my suspicions in regard to the Warli Kolis are 
founded on the opinion of some who have resided at Mahim many years 
and on information I have received that they do actually make a practice 
of exchanging their fish at Chum Villogi (that is Jhu village)^ 
near Vesava for arrack every springtide. This may I presume tliWe- 
fore be admitted especially as the large quantity of fresh and salted 
curvens that have been daily brought over from Bandra, particularly 
ill the last three months, is another corroborating* circumstance that 
proAms the possibility that the Warli Kolis are able to catch curvens as 
Avell as the Bandra Kolis, their stakes being very near to one another. 

I may also add that having occasion to comply with some demands for 


^ Chum Villigo is Jhu village still’ known to the local Christians as Jiiem Villagom. 
Jhu is imiiiodiatcly south of Vesdva.* The memory of a still remains afc Capaxem in 
the north eionier of Jhu touching Vesitva. Mr. E, M. kraft, 1. C. vS. • 
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eiirveii for tlie marine w^heii our Kolis had none to supply, I directed 
the customs people to stop what came over from the Banclra side till 
the quantity required was made up. This had its |)roper elfeet, for 
the KoHs finding they could not as before, pass the curvens for sale at 
Bombay brought them on shore in plenty from the sea during that time 
although they had been sent for several days previous thereto and 
returned without any, pretending that they could not get them. This 
restriction being shortly removed, few or none were landed by them 
afterwards. All which I submit to your Honour^s consideration, 
esteeming it my duty that I should represent the above that the 
necessary orders may be given to prevent in future evils so pernicious 
to the good and welfare of this island in general. P,S , — Besides the 
1416 curvens which the Bandra Kolis have brought over from the other 
side as above mentioned, they have also sold to our Sattias (Slietids), 
who are people that never fish themselves but follow the trade of 
buying up the curvens from the Bandra and Vesava Kolis, and who 
are always allowed a certain price for them on condition that they 
reserve the whole of what they get for the marine service, within those 
three months 1160 curvens more. So that exclusive of the eonsiimp- 
tioii amongst themselves, the Bandra Kolis have caught 2576 curvens 
and the Warli Kolis only 515, although the Warli Kolis have forty 
boats employed in the fishing trade, which is more than the Bandra 
Kolis have, allowing for what is reserved for their sfrl'dr business and 
other services.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6th July 1762; Bead the above 
letter from the M^liim custom master, setting forth a great abuse lie has 
discovered in the fisheries of Mahim, Warli, Sion, and Dhardvi by the 
Kolis carrying the fish to Salsette instead of bringing them upon this 
island, by which means he is not only prevented from supplying the 
marine, but the inhabitants are greatly distressed for this article, tl his 
being taken into consideration, it is observed that the custom master 
in his letter says he prcliibited the importation of fish last year from 
Salsette during ivhich time our Kolis brought in greater quantities of 
fish than they had done for some time before. This therefore appearing* 
to be a very proper and effectual remedy for the inconvenience he points 
out, an order must be issued to him for this purpose, though he must 
be very cautious that this measure does not distress the inhabitants of 
this island, and report to us what effect it may have by the end of 
December next.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st June 1763: Bead a 
report from the committee appointed to fall upon a proper method of 
supplying the garrison with provisions, acquainting us that they have 
prevailed upon the Kolis to consent to enter into a written contract for 
providing fresh and salt fish on certain conditions, and proposing that 
we should issue a piiblication prohibiting all persons whatever under 
fixed penalties from purchasing elsewhere but at the public markets. 
Both proposals being agreed to as highly proper a contract is ordered 
to be drawn ont and executed by the Dongin Kolis, their proposals 
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being esteemed better than those of the Kolis at Maliim and Warli. Also 
that the markets may be kept under proper regulations ; it is resolved 
that two members of the Board superintend every month alternately^ 
to commence the 1st of next month.^ 

Bombay (tovernment Consultation, 5th July 1763 : A fish market 
having already been established for the military and native inhabitants, 
the committee have endeavoured to establish one for the English 
families within the town. They now present to the Board an agreement 
they have made with some Kolis for fishing in Back Bay for that 
purpose. This being approved, a contract is ordered to be drawn and 
the necessary orders to be issued to the collector and the clerk of the 
works.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13fch September 1768 : The 
having separate fish markets for the military, native inhabitants, and 
families within the town, having given rise to many disputes, and been 
the occasion of much heart-burning and discontent amongst the 
inhabitants in general, and being thereby induced to believe one general 
market will answer our intention much better, the same is agreed to and 
ordered to be held accordingly without the Bazar Gate.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 22nd March 1765, paragraph 124 : In your 
letter of the 25th March 1764 by the Speaker jou mention an attempt 
you made by opening two markets in order that the inhabitants migdit 
be better supplied with fish, which we are sorry to find has not answered 
the intent.^ As we should be very glad to continbute anything in our 
power to the benefit of the inhabitants particularly regarding fish, 
which we are persuaded is a very essential article both to our own 
servants and the black inhabitants, we ordered that the revenues arising 
from the fishing Kolis be laid before us. These amount to about 
Rs. 4171 per annum, of which Rs. 545 is paid by Kolis from the other 
side ; the net produce from the Bombay Kolis is Rs. 3626, Part of this 
sum or even the whole of it we are inclined to give up if thereby you 
Judge great plenty of fish could be caught and brought to our market, 
and there sold, so as all our covenant servants, military and marine, 
might be plentifully supplied at a reasonable price ; and the inhabitants 
in general be also benefited by it. "We mean only hereby to encourage 
the fishery as much as possible and such of your country people of 
whatever caste they may be, as shall choose to fish for themselves and 
their familie>s or for the consumption of the island, may, if yon think 
fit, have free liberty to do so without being liable to pay us any duty 
whatever. But such persons as fish for exportation may still be subject 
to any reasonable duty you shall direct them to pay. We recommend 
this affair to your deliberate consideration. If you find it does not 
greatly interfere with any other branch of our business, we permit you 


1 Comp, of standing Ord. Yol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 220, Puk. Diary 41 of 1763, 436. 

2 FuK Diary 41 of 1763, 458. 

^ Corap, of Standing Ord. Yol. 2 of 1759- 1788, 193 - 194. PaB. Diary 41 of 1763, 
567-568. Bombay to Court 25th Mar, 1764 para 109, Pub. Dep. Letters to Court 
Yol. 11 of 1764,70-71. 

Bombay to Court 25th Mar. 1764 para 109, Pub. Dep. Letters to Court Yol. 11 of 
1764,70-71. ' 
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to do therein whatever you think may conduce most to the public 
benefit^ taking the necessary care that if the present duties paid for 
fishing be given up^ the inhabitants may have an adequate advantage 
in being plentifully supplied with that necessary article of provisions. 
Otherwise our end and design in permitting you to relinquish the duty 
cannot be answered. 

Bombay Government Consultation^ 21st January 1766: Messrs. 
William Hornby Samuel Court and Rawson Hart Boddam are 
appointed a committee for taking into consideration that part of the 
Honourable Company’s commands relative to the increase of the quantity 
of fish upon the island^ and report to the Board whether the proposal for 
relinquishing the revenue arising from the fishing Kol is or any other 
method the committee may be able to point out will answer the 
intended purpose.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation^ 8th July 1766 : Taking into 
consideration that part of the Honourable Company’s commands of the 
22nd March 1765^ wdierein to promote the good of fishery they are 
pleased to agree to relinquish the revenue arising from the coolery, we 
are unanimously of opinion that the giving up of the same to the Kolis 
would by no means answer our Masters’ good inteiitioiis_, but that it may 
be appropriated in such manner as greatly to increase the quantity of 
fish brought to market and consequently the inhabitants will be more 
plentifully supplied either by building well boats or granting premiums 
to such of the fishermen as bring most to market, and on this occasion 
the agreement entered into in 1763 with the patels is referred to and 
must now be enforced.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5tli August 1766 : Messrs. 
Hornby Court and Boddam are appointed a committee for forming a 
set of regulations for coiidueting the fishery, and disposing in the best 
manner of the revenue arising from the eoolery which we have already 
determined to appropriate to this purpose.’^ 

Letter from the Committee of the Fish Market to Government, dated 
Bombay 7th October 1766: Having, agreeable to your Hoiiour'’s 
aiders, met and taken in consideration the state of the fish market, we 
have dra^vn up sundry regulations regarding them which we herewith 
enclose for your approbation, and are of opinion that if published in the 
usual mauner and strictly adhered to, they will very effectually 
answer the intended purpose. The proposed rules are given below 

1. That fishingboats be all numbered and the patel and Kolis give 
in their names to be registered by the inspector, and none suffered to 
fish without observing this rule that on their coming to land with fish 
it be regularly inspected, by which means a proper Judgment may be 
made whetber what they bring on shore is adequate to their charges 
and labour and conclude whether they conceal or otherwise disj)ose of 
, the best sort ofhsh, 


5 Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters VoL 7 of 1765-1768, 40-41. 

2 Pub. Diary 46 of 1766,42. 3 j^ary 46 of 1766, 400. 

Pub. Diary 47 of 1766, 194. s Pub. Diary 47 of 1766, 623 - 62S. 

B 483— 20 , 


Chapter IL 
Trade* 


Fishery 

Committee, 

1766. 


Tlieir Ueport, 
1766, 


Chapter II« 
Trade* 

Fishery Kiiles^ 
: , 1766 . 


[Historical' 

15t BOMBAY TOWN 

2. The fish to be divided into three parcels^ one for the town 
market^ one for the militaiy_, and one for the black inhabitants^ all sorts 
equally alike ; and the women to be ready in three companies^ one for 
each respective market ; and a division of money to be made into seven 
equal numbers, out of which one number whose turn it shall be, after 
the fish is sold, shall daily clean the market of all filth which they 
must be obliged to carry away and throw into the sea to prevent 
inf eetioii, taking it day and day about. 

3. The constables of the country, till these regulations have 
properly taken place, to attend by rotation one to each market daily and 
be strictly charged to do their duty, to suppress any disturbances that 
may arise, or if charged to carry before any of His MaJesty^s Justices 
of Peace any person or persons so ofiending, and that some allowance 
may be made them for their trouble herein. 

Every person selling their fish must be obliged to bring their 
scales and to have with them a |--lb. a 2-lb. and a 5-lb. 'weight stamped, 
and to sell the different sorts of fish both fresh and salt at the following' 
prices of wiiieh a board to be afl&xed at each market, specifying the 
Bamo : Fish Prices, 1766 . 



nosorj Kolis 

: Tiiiiii Prices. 





Sorts. 

Fresh, 

Salt and Dried. 



Rs* cirs. pice. 

Rato. 

Rs. 

qrs. 

pice. 

Bate, 

1 

Curvens (Karbe) .. .. 

0 

0 

3 

The lb. 

0 

0 

4 

The lb. 

2 

White Pom pbrets.. 

0 

0 

4 

Bo. 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 

3 

Black do, . , 

0 

0 

4 

1)0. 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 

4 

Savols (chovals) .. .. .. 

0 

0 

2 

1)0. 

0 

0 

3 

Do, 

5 

Kabals 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 


. . .. 



6 

Mullets .. .. 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 





7 

Seei’s .. . 

0 

0 

4 

JDo. 

0 

0 

4 

The lb. 

S 

Xairs (tier or ncrla) .. . 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 





9 

Prawns 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

0 

0 

4 

Tile adhoi}. 

10 

Docks (dakn) .. .. . 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

0 

0 

s 

Do- 

11 

Maidoor rap {mndilr) 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

0 

0 

3 

Do. 

12 

Shitas 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

0 

0 

3 

Do. 

is 

Contys (kantias) . . . . . 

0 

0 

2 

Do. : 

0 

0 

4 

Do. 

14 

Robalo Gallos or sturgeons . 

0 


2 

Do. 

0 

0 

2 

Do. 

15 

Biimuieloes 

0 

0 

1 

Do. 

5 

0 

0 

The 5000. 

IG 

Bhing .. .. .. 

0 

0 

S 

Do. 

0 

0 

3 

Tho lb. 


WaELI KOLIS : THEIE Pbices. 



Sorts. 



Fresh. 


Balt and Dried. 

1 

Curvens (Karbc) 

Rs. qrs, 
8 0 

pice. 

0 

Rate. 
The Gorge. 

Rs. qrs, pice. 
10 0 0 

Bate. 

The eorgo. 

2 

White Pomph rets .. 

0 

1 

10 

Do. " 

0 

2 

0 

Do. 

3 

Black do. 

1 

2 


Do. 

2 

0 

0 

Do. 

4, 

Savels (ehevals) 

0 

2 

0 

Do. 

0 

2 

0 

Do. 

5 

0 

7 

Rabals . . 

Mullets 

See,rs ... 

1 

6‘ 

0 

The corgo. 

1 

“o’ 

0 

The corge. 

■ 8 

9 

Nalrs (ncr ornerla) 

Prawns .. 

0 

**i‘ 

0 

The basket. 

0 

“6‘ 

16 

The basket. 

10 

Docks (duku) 

0 

3 

0 

The corge. 

1 

0 

0 

The corge. 

11 

M aidoor rap { mudar) 

3 

0 

0 

Do. 

3 

1 

0 

Do. 

^ 12 

Shitas., ,, 

0 

1 

0 

Do. 

0 

1 

0 

Do. 

13:,, 

Contys (kantias) 

8 

0 

0 

Do. 

8 

1 

0 

Do. 

■ 14 

Ptobalo Gallos or stm'geons. 

0 

1 

0 

The bundle. 

0 

3 

0 

The 4000, 

15 ' 

Bumnieloes 

0 

0 

I 

The 15. 

4 

0 

0 

Do. 

•IG 

V'Bhipg 

1 

2 


The corge. 

1 

3 

0 

The corge, 


iV .r,—Thosc of the Bombay oia fiBheiy drieci buimneloeB at Ps. tho bundle of 40'\ 
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MAIIIM KoLIS, SATTIAS : THEIR PRICES. 


Sorts. 

Salt and Dried. 

Carvens (Karbe) .. 
White poinphrets . . 
Black do. .. 

Savels (chev^als) 
Seers.. .. .. 

Biimraeloes .. 

Rs. qrs. pice. 

9 0 0 

0 2 0 

2 0 0 

1 0 0 

1 2 0 : 

B Q 0 

Rate, 

The eorge. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

The 4000. 


5. ^ Tlie boats always to land their fish at the places appointed by 
the inspector where they shall be properly inspected and ordered by 
liim to the several markets^ being* first weighed by him in the gross. 

6. On any complaint of insult or injustice offered by any person 
or persons whatever to the inspector^ he will immediately order a 
consiable to carry the offender or offenders before one of His Majesty^s 
Justices of the Peace for the complaint being* enq_uired into^ who will 
give him such satisfaction as the nature of the ease requires. 

7. That any person or persons attemj)ting* to forestall the market 
by giving a greater price than herein ordered or purchasing out of the 
market excepting those hereafter mentioned^ shall be fined or receive 
such corporal punishment as one of liis Majesty^s Justices of the 
Peace may judge adequate to the offence, and the informer be entitled 
to one-half of such fine as may be levied. 

8. That any person going to the stakes or boats from the shipping 
in the harbour on complaint and proof the officers in command of such 
ship or ships shall be fined as above. 

9. That no persons whatever shall catch any fish in Bombay or 
at Old Woman^s Island, but the ins|)ector or renter who has agreed 
with him for the same, without previously acquainting the inspector 
and the Kolis being furnished with his note, and that any one so 
offending* shall be fined or otherwise punished. 

10. That fishing boats whieli are numbered shall be exempt as 
mueli as possible from ballasting the ships, and that the Collector 
should rather order the Kolis of Suri and other places that do not 
supply the market with fish to that duty. 

11. As there are daily complaints of the soldiers abusing the people 
who bring their fish to market to sell, often taking out what fish they 
please for them, such offenders must be sent by the inspector to a 
Justice of Peace who is to inflict on them such corporal j)unishment 
as he may deem reasonable. 

12. Boats that carry drift nets are to land in Back Bay and from 
thence are to carry their fish to the market as ordered by the inspector. 

13. All fish caught on Old Womarfs Island or elsewhere in the 
Company's own nets and boats to be for the town use. 

14. A boat to be sent every day to one of the moorings with a 
signal to serve the sliipj)ing at the market price, and no person is on 
any account to attempt to beat or otherwise ill treat the Kolis. If 
Kolis are guilty of any misbehaviour, the person injured is to write a 
dill to the inspector and send two or more witnesses of the crime of 
which the Kolis may be aceused. 
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15. That the inspector noways interfere with the sale or division 
of fish hronglit to the public markets save only such as are caught 
by his own boats and the people in his own immediate pay ; but the 
fishermen or women have the sole disposal of them at their own liberty 
without distioetion of persons and free of all restraint at the market 
price hereinbeforementioned. 

16. That whoever may inform against any boatmen fishermen or 
others who act contrary to these regulations^ as well sellers as buyers^ 
they shall either be fined or receive a corporal punishment at the 
discretion of any one of His Majesty^s Justices of the Peace and the 
informer be entitled to one-half of such fine as may be inflicted* 

17. That the inspector daily appoint such a number of women as 
he inay judge necessary to carry fish from the market to the distant 
parts of Sonapur and Girgaon in order to remedy by this means the 
inconvenience the inhabitants living at a distance might be subjected to 
by being obliged to send constantly to market/ the inspector giving 
to such women his permit; and that any one daring to act herein 
without a permit shall be fined or otherwise punished as may be judged 
suitable to the offence by any one of His Majesty^s Justices of the 
Peace. 

18. That the inspector be allowed for his trouble in the exeeiitioii 
of this service Es. 30 a month with a palanquin and a set of Kolis 
for the better enabling him to prosecute the same. 

19. The inspector to apply to the Collector for the time being on 
any trifling cause of complaint which he may not think proper to 
make before a Justice of the Peace. ^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th October 1766: Eeceivetl 
the above report from the committee appointed to frame a set of 
regulations for the better conducting' the fish market, which being read, 
and a few alterations made therein are approved and ordered to be 
carried into execution by issning a publication requiring all persons to 
comply therewith. The regulations to be affixed at the usual places and 
in the marine yard for the notice of peoifie belonging to the shipping.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th March 1767: Eead a 
petition from the Kolis representing that the fishery is very much 
distressed by the number of them carrying palanquins. Ordered 
that the Collector enquire into the merits of this petition and after 
sii2q3lying the fishery with a sufficient number of Kolis/ distribute the 
remainder amongst the inhabitants as nearly conformable to the 
Honourable Company's orders as possible.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 28th April 1767: Bead 
petition from the patels of different IColis upon the island, requesting 
that they may be excused attending palanquin duty. But as coniin- 
ing this duty solely to the Dongri Kolis distresses the fishery and seems 
to be a hardship upon this caste in particular as they all pay a pension. 


Diary 47 of 1766, 633 - 628. 

; Comp, of Stauding Orel. Vol. 2 of 1759. 1788, 151. Pub. Diary 47 of 1766, 607. 
Diary d-8 of 1767, 197-198/ 
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it is resolved tliat fifty Kolis from tte other castes be likewise required Chapter 11. 
to do this duty d Trade. 

Remarks by the committee of accounts on the fishery accounts : fishery Account, 
As the advantage accruing to the inhabitants in general from the i767. 

establishment of a fish market within the town does not seem to be 
adequate to the expenses the Honourable Company sustain on this 
account^ it is agreed we recommend to the Board that some other 
regulation may be considered of. The following is a statement of the 
expenses^ : 


Fishery : 

To tlie amount of sundry disbursements made in the year by Mx\ 

Batty Es, 

Dr. 

q, r. 

to pay to coolies, supplies of nets and sundry petty stores 



... 1873 

2 45 

Fishery : 

By fisb sold from 1st August 1766 to 3lst July 1767 



... 124 

Cr. 

2 92 

Ilemains of stores, namely ; 

Es. 

f}. 

r. 


1 Stilliard (steel-yard) cost 

5 

2 

50 


3 Boats cost 

70 

0 

0 


1 Bundle fisb books ... 

9 

0 

0 


12 Nets 

25 

0 

0 


2.ji- sbeet lead 

13 

1 

25 


50 Pound and balf-pouiid weights 

10 

0 

0 


10 Sticks 

4 

0 

0 


A bouse for a fisb market out of tbc Bazar Gate 

245 

1 

54 




— 

— 382 

1 29 

Balance, being the net loss sustained by the Honourable 

Company 



1366 

2 24 


Total ... 1873 2 45 


Bombay Government Consultation^ 13th October 1767 : Reperused Arrangement 
the report from the committee of accounts^ the remarks in which were Fish Supply, 
entered last Council day and are now taken into consideration^ parti- 
eularly that relative to the state of the fishery. It is observed all 
the methods hitherto tried have proved ineffectual for procuring plenty 
offish^ and therefore a proposal is now laid before us for furnishing 
this article on certain conditions as entered hereafter. It is agreed to 
make trial of it for the ensuing year ; when should it not be found to 
answeiq we shall endeavour to fall upon some other method. The 
Collector must therefore be ordered to afford the undertakers all the 
assistance in his power. ^ The aforesaid |)roposal is given below ; 

That Bbiku Sinay^ when he was a j)atel, did carry on his business 
very rights and supplied the inhabitants with fish. He also managed the 
Kolisy and when Rustam ji succeeded him therein^ he did conduct 
the markets^ so that there had been no complaints regarding fish which 
was regularly supplied to that time. Some time thereafter the said 
Rustamji fell sick^ and^ there being nobody else to manage the fishery^ 

Mr. Byfeld did establish the markets for that purpose/ making contracts 
with the Kolis which was continued for a little time. When the 
said Rustamji departed this life^ his sons were employed in his place, who 
being under age are not able as yet to carry on the business of that 


’ Tub. Diai'y 48 of 1767, 293. ^ Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 547. 

^ Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 557- 5^. 
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office. So that Hirji Navroji acted in their behalf in recovering the 
Mahim pension and distributing the Kolis for the gentlemeir’s palan- 
quins. But Hirji neglected the fish market which occasioned a great want 
of fish. When ;\ir. Boddam was Collector he proposed to the Kolis that 
if they would provide fish for the use of the town^ the Governor and 
Council would acquit them of their pension which they annually |)ay^ 
amounting to Rs. 4000. This the said Kolis declined. Mi\ Boddam 
represented this to the Board who appointed Mr. Batty to take care of 
the fish markets with an allowance of Es. 30 per niontli for a i3alaii» 
quin and other charges. Mr. Batty ■ has already ' expended above 
lls. 2000^ but has not yet been able to supply the town wdth fish. 

The Honourable Company have no oeeasioii to bear so much 
charges upon account of the fisheries. This duty relates to the patel 
who has high pay and perquisites. If the patel requires any assist- 
ance in carrying on his business^ it ought to be afforded him ; if he 
does not choose to carry it on/ there is another person who will agree 
to do it without charging any more pay than the patel is allowed. The 
following are the conditions that person will require : (1) The Governor 
and Council shall encourage the Kolis and appoint them such places for 
their lodging without receiving any ground-rent from them and not 
force them to carry palanquins^ and he would bring them from other 
places. (2) That the Governor and Council will give him authority to 
prevent the Kolis selling fish in the town but make them bring it to the 
markets; and if any of them shall be found acting contrary thereto 
the Board will punish or lay such fines on them as they shall think 
proper. (3) That the Board allow six sepoys and one Purvoe to help in 
carrying on this troublesome business ; for unless a proper man should 
run after the Kolis continually with great care^ he cannot be able to get 
fish enough. (4) Incase the manager should at any time have oeeasion 
for assistance^ in such case the Honourable Company^ s Colleetor shall 
protect him as much as lies in his power. (5) That the person who will 
accept tins management will agree to supply the inhabitants mtli fish 
and manage the Kolis^ and will endeavour to find out some method to 
increase the supply as much as jjossible. (6) That no fishermen what- 
soever must be permitted to go afishing without acquainting the 
manager^ or in default of which the Governor and Council may lay 
such fines or punishments as they shall think proper. (7 ) That the Kolis 
may fish anywhere, except at the Breach, without any manner of impedi- 
ment from the Honourable Company. (8) If there is any necessity a 
few Doiigri Kolis are to be excused from the duty of the palaiK|iiius 
upon such important business. The above proposals this person « is 
willing* to agree to, unless Hirji or any other person will engage on the 
same terms, and promises to conduct the business with the greatest care 
and integrity. He further represents that no European will be able to 
carry on this business so projperly as a black man. The European trusts 
entirely to his servants ; the black man who will accept of it, will for 
fear of his credit being lost, take more care and run himself after this 
business and would not trust any servants who are only required to go 
errands.^ 


1 rul3, Piary 49 of 1767, 560 - 561. 



Materials-] 


: AND ISLAND. ; 159 

Court of Directors^ letter^ 18th March 17 6 8, paragraph 39 : It is 
very agreeable to us to find that the flesh market is better supplied 
now than for some years past^ which must be of great service to the 
military and other inhabitants. This we expect you will attend to and 
make any alterations that you may find expedient^ as well as to the fish 
market which we find has been much improved by new regulations^ and 
we hope with the continuance of your atteiftion will shortly answer 
what we wished it might be brought tod 

Bombay Government Consultation^ 14th July 17 69 : The Grand Jury 
a4 the last Sessions of the Peace having very pressingly represented to 
the justices the present great scarcity of fish^ notwithstanding tlie 
several regulations made by this Board for these many years past. As 
it occurs to us that if the farmers of the Old Womaifis Island would 
give up their lease^ or at least relinquish their right to the fish thereon^, 
the market might be better supplied with this very necessary article. 
It is therefore agreed to apj^ly to them accordingly to know on what 
terms they will consent to either.” 

Bombay Government Consultation^ 29th July 1769 : Eeeeived a letter 
f rom the lessees of Old WomaiPs Island in answer to that written 
them in eonsequenee of our resolution at our last meeting. This being 
considered, it is agreed to refer the ^^ropriety of accepting their j)roposals 
for relinquishing their lease to Messrs. Hornby, Jervis, and Eletcber 
who are appointed a committee for this purpose and to prepare and lay 
before us such a plan as they may think most likely to procure a 
sufficient supply of fish for the market.^ 

Eeport from the Committee appointed to regulate the fishery to the 
President and Council, dated Bombay 19th August 1769 : Having in 
consequence of your Honour'^ s order to us tinder the 31st ultimo 
duly considered the proposals made by the renters of Old Womaifis 
Island for giving up their lease, they appeared to us to be rather 
unreasonable ; and having called on them, they have agreed to abate 
Es. 500 therein. We are therefore of oj)inion it will be most advisable 
to accept the proposals and that the following plan may answer the 
desired purpose of supplying the European inhabitants with plenty of 
fish. Mr. J ohn J ones, who is well acquainted with this fishery, has offered 
us to take on him the management of the same, provided your Honour 
will for his trouble therein allow him a set of palanquin Kolis for his 
own use, and some peons to assist him in carrying it into execution. 
We tlierefore recommend that a patel and 25 Dongri Kolis be ordered 
constantly to attend the fishery under the direction of Mr. Jones (with 
the allowance before mentioned). And as those Kolis represent to us that 
they have not at present nets |)ro|)er for this fishery, we recommend 
that they be for this time furnished with them at the Company's 
expense, as also with small boats should their own be too large for this 
purpose, and that all the fish-pond walls be repaired for them at the 
Honourable Company's expense. Could the whole or any part of them 


1 Ful). Dop. Courtis Letters VoL 7 of 1765 - 1768, 311. 

2 Pub. Diary 54 of 1760, 591- 592. 3 Diary 54 of 1769, 599. 
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be induced to live on the island with their families^ w^'eare of opinion that 
it would be better than their residing at Dongri ; and we also judge it 
necessary that all other persons whatever should be prohibited from fish- 
ing round about Old YYoman^s Island save these Kolis only. When the 
fish is caught, Mr. Jones is to weigh it in the lump and to send it to the 
clerk of the market to be^sold by the Kolis in the town market for the 
use of the European inhabitants. In order to give the Kolis all due 
encouragement, we would recommend that all fish brought for sale within 
the town be sold at two pice per pound more than the jDresent rate. 
We also recommend to the Board that one boat from the "Warli 
fishery during the fishing season be directed to be daily sent into Back 
Bay with some of their prime fish for the town use. It appearing 
to ITS that the employment of the boats belongings to the Dongri 
Kolis in ballasting the ships, interferes greatly with the fishery, 
we recommend that the Board fix six boats from Suit cooler y and 
six from Dongri for this purpose, which the Superintendent has 
acquainted us will in his opinion be amply siifiieient ; that they be put 
immediately under the Collector to be constantly employed on this 
service only; and all indents for ballast be made to the Collector by 
the Superintendent. As by their agreement with your Honour the 
Dongri Kolis are obliged to furnish 90 Kolis for the palanquin 
service, we would recommend, provided this number cannot be lessened 
for the benefit of the fishery, that your Honour fix their distribution 
that it be not exceeded. And that if a further number of Kolis are 
required for this service, the Collector be ordered to raise them from 
Sonapur Kolis, the greater part of whom formerly always carried 
palanquins. We recommend also that such additional servants be 
allowed to the Collector and clerk of the market as will enable them to 
see these regulations carried into execution.-^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th August 1769: Read the 
above letter from the committee appointed to regulate the fishery 
and their several proposals being approved are ordered to be carried 
into execution. Agreeable thereto the Collector is directed to pay 
Es. 2000 to the lessees of Old Woman^s Island out of the Koli fund for 
relinquishing their lease and to let out the island again exclusive of the 
fishery. The person (Mr. John Jones) who, conformable to the recom- 
mendation of the committee, is to act under the Collector, is to be 
allowed a set of palanquin Kolis for his own use and to have a patel 
and twenty-five Kolis with four peons who are constantly to attend the 
fishery; and the better to enable the Collector and the clerk of the 
market to carry these regulations into execution, the former is to be 
allowed four and the latter two additional peons for that purpose.^ 

On the above measure in their letter of 25th April 1771 the Court 
write : We highly ai3prove of your purchasing the lease from the 
farmers of Old Womair^s Island for Es. 2000 as a means of better 
supplying the inhabitants with fish; and we recommend it to you to 
adopt every measure that shall occur for having the fish market plenti- 
fully supplied.^ 


2 PnK Diary S4 of 1769, 645 - 647. 

* Comp, of Btandmg Ord. Vol, 2 of 1759 - 1788, 255. Pub. Diary 54 of 1769, 636-637. 
Court to Bombay 25tli ApL 1771 para 45, Pub.iep. Ct/s L. Voi. 8 of 1769 - 1771, 258. 
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Bombay Government Consultation, 28th August 1770 : The regula- 
tions made last year for establishing a fish market have been found in- 
effectual. As the town in general has been very ill supplied, it in agreed 
to permit of every one fishing where they may think proper, to lay the 
market open, and to oblige every boat to take a chop (chhd^J that is 
seal or stamp) from the clerk of the market which must be returned 
at a particular place to be appointed for landing their fish. Should 
they land fish elsewhere they will be fined Es. 50 for each offence. 
The Mdhim and Warli boats are to take their chops from the Chief of 
M^him; and sheds for the sale of the fish are to be erected at the several 
slips which may be aj^pointed for different boats to land. The palanquin 
allowance and peons hitherto given to Mr. J ones on this account are to 
be discontinued.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9th October 1770 : As the 
customs hitherto collected on fish prove an impediment to its importation 
and is but a mere trifle to the Honourable Company, the same is ordered 
to be taken off except on hut or buekshaw which must not be suffered 
to be imported on any consideration.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th January 1770: Read a 
petition from the fishery Kolis at Dongri representing that on account 
of the new works they have been removed from their houses by the sea 
side, and desiring that they may have a place allotted to them now 
occupied by some other inhabitants whose occupations do not require 
their being near the sea. We readily acquiesce therein. But the Kolis 
must satisfy the proprietors for their houses or if they cannot adjust 
their value among themselves, Messrs. Jervis, Fletcher, and Keating 
must put such a valuation upon them as they may deem equitable.^ 

Report from the Committee to the President, 20th October 1770 : 
Enclosed your Honour will receive account valuation of the Kolis'^ houses 
on the ridge of Dongri hill which the principal engineer represents he 
wants to have immediately removed, as also valuation of those houses on 
the spot assigned to the Kolis for rebuilding on. This latter item 
amounting to Rs. 1456-0-24 is to be x'>aidby the Kolis themselves.'^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26tli October 1770: Read the 
above report from the committee appointed to value the houses to be 
removed on account of the new works, enclosing an account valuation 
of sundry houses wanted to be immediately taken away from the ridge 
of Dongri hill which is ordered to he paid accordingly.^ 

Coui*t^s letter, 28th April 1791, para 29 *. As we understand 
that an old arbitrary power, which was established when the island be- 
longed to the Portuguese, has been exercised in later times, and perhaps 
is in some degree still exercised, against that most useful set of people 
the fishermen, a certain number of them being obliged to fish in the 
Breach water and to act as palanquin bearers to some of the gentlemen 
in office, for the first of which duties they either receive no pay or 
scarce any and for the latter not near the wages customary, and that 
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they experience other grievances which must not only subject their 
industry to imposition but their persons to insult and oppression from 
the sepoys or others authorized to compel them to execute such duties, we 
direct that in case such grievances do still in any degree exist, they be 
on receipt of this letter entirely abolished and the fishermen released 
from all such servitude and left as free as the other inliabitants of the 
island.^ 

In their Diary of 22nd November 1791 the Board order that the 
Collector must be directed to enforce the instructions contained in 
the above paragraph of the Courts letter.^ 

The Collector Mr. George Stevenson^s letter to Governmenty 
November 1791 : I have duly received the extra^_.o£3ho g9tli para 
from the Honourable Company's lette£j:i£^^Mr^prfi 1791 and beg 
leave to inform your bhat not any Kolis who act 

under me liave everlieenemployed to fish in the Breach water. The 
Dolkars, who are the fishing Kolis in my department and the only people 
who possess nets, are never employed to carry palanquins. Those 
Kolis employed for that purpose receive the same fixed pay established 
for all Kolis who carry palanquins on this island ; and whenever they 
are employed in such a manner as to leave their families and habitations, 
they receive, if only for a single day, much higher hhatta than wdiat 
Kich Fisliermen, it is customary to allow Kolis in the adjacent countries. The great 

1791. opulence of these peoi3le is too notorious to need my noticing to 

your Honourable Board farther than to remark that this opulence has 
in a great measure been acquired from the many indulgences granted 
them and which no other caste of people on this island ever enjoy. . So 
that so far from the Kolis labouring under any grievance or oppression, 
they are and always have been considered and treated as a favoured 
people.^ 

Fislieries, The Collector Mr. George Stevenson^s letter, 16th December 1791 : 

1791, Conformable to the order of your Honourable Board of the 7th instant, 

it is necessary for me to explain as briefly as possible the whole business 
of the coolery so far as relates to what is noticed in the 29th paragraph 
of the Company’s commands dated 28th April 1791. The number of 
Kolis on this island amount to 2046, of wliich number 1064 are fishing 
Kolis. These Kolis possess 130 boats which are all at the command of 
Government on every urgent emergency such as embarking and 
disembarking troops. Forty-five of these boats are employed "in the 
neap tides, when they cannot fish, in bringing ballast for the use of His 
Majesty’s fleets, the Honourable Company’s eruizers, and such nierehant 
ships as may want it. This is all the duty I am acquainted with 
exacted from these people by Government ; that is, they receive as much 
as could be demanded by any other people for performing the same 
service. The indulgences granted these people are an exclusive right 
to all the fishery, not only in all water surrounding this island but for 
several leagues out in the sea and where they and their property are 
protected and secured from being plundered by pirates, by the armed 



^ Fub. Dep, Court’s L. Yol. IS of 1791 - 1795, 34 • 35. Pub. Diary 99 of 1701, 840. 
2 Fub. Diary 99 of 1791, 840. ® Fub. Diary 99 of 1791, 855. 
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vessels belonging to the Hoiionrable Company. On shore they are 
indulged by having the privilege of building their habitations on any 
spot of ground most suitable to the advantage of their business^ and if 
this ground happens to be the property of the Honourable Company 
they are allowed to occupy it without paying any rent. They have also 
large spots of ground granted them for the conveniency of drying their 
fish/ and other ground to repair and dry their nets on. For this 
likewise^ if it be the property of the Honourable Company, no ground 
rent is exacted. Thus your Honourable Board will perceive that these 
people are never employed by Government without being paid for their 
labour and that the indulgences granted them are highly beneficial to 
their j)rivate emoluments.-^ 

Bombay Government Orders on the Collector's above letter: 
Having now before us a description of the duties exacted by Government 
from the M4zgaon Kolis^ it is resolved in conformity to our superiors’’ 
late orders that the above class of inhabitants be exem|)ted from the 
duty of palanquin bearer and that of fishing in the Breach water, the 
same exemption to take place from the 1st of next month (January 
1792). As it appears from the Collector’s representation that one of the 
duties of the Mazgaon Kolis is to assist with their boats in ballasting 
vessels in the harbour, we judge it advisable to take the opinion of the 
Superintendent whether in the event of those Kolis being dispensed 
with from that exaction, any ineoiiveinenee would accroe to the public 
service.^ 

The following is a list of the yearly rates of tax and pension levied in 
the cooleries of Bombay and Maliim Districts : ^ 


Bombay and Malum Cooleries ( KoUvddds)^ 1798. 


Districts and Classes 

No. 


1 

Grand 

Districts and Classes 

No. 

Rate, 

7? 

Grand 

of Cooleries. 




Total. 

of Cooleries. 

§ 

Total. 

Bombay District 
Cooleby. 


Es. q. r. 

Rs, 

Ks. 

TMnel^ar Coolies, 


Rs. q. r. 

Rs. 

Rs,^ 

Bonqri Coolies* 






Fishing Boat .. 

1 



'4 


Fishiri <4 Boats . .. 

20 

44 

2 20 

891 


Coolies . . 

141 

1 

6 36 

154 


Coolies do. .. 

13 

1 

6 

0 33 

79 

6 


Trombay Coolies. 





158 

Do. do 

25 

5 

6* 0 

125 


Coolies .. 

4 

2 

0 0 

8 


Do. do 

14 

4 

0 0 

50 


Do, .. 

18 

1 

0 36 

20 


Do, do, . 

IS 

3 

0 0 

54 


MdJmlJcar Coolies, 





28 

Do. do. .. 

1 



2 


Fishing Boats . . 

3 

10 

0 0 

30 


Do. do, .. 

14 

2 

6 0 

28 


Cooly do 

1 


9 


Do. do, . . 

1 



2 


Do. do, . . . . 

6 

8 

0 0 

48 


Do. do. .. 

3 

1 

6 0 

3 


Do. do 

6 


42 


Do. do. .. .. 

100 i 

0 

1 0 

25 


Do. do 


5 

6 0 

160 


Assessment of Goal 




— 

1271 

Do. do. .. 

'i 


2 


Fees. 






Coolies 

203 

1 

0* 36 

221 


Coolies.. .* 

133 

0 

1 10 

36 

36 

Exiarkar {AksUkar) 






612 






Coolies .. 

38 

1 

0 36 

41 

41 

Deduct assessment of 




232 

1307 

Karanja Coolies 

9 

1 

0 36 

10 

10 

house-tax from 1st 
February 1796 to 3ist 

" ! 




-332 

Guddupkar{Gkodapdev) 

Coolies* 










1 1075 






January 1797. 





Cooly .. .. .. 

1 


.... 

2 


Tkalkar and Kamnja 
Coolies* 

Fishing Nets .» . . 






Do. « .. .. 

26 

1 

0 36 

28 

80 


8 

0 0 

32 


Sane (Son) Coolies* 


6 

0 0 

36 

Coolies .. 

82 

3 

0 72 

261 

i 

Nets . . . 


Dot .. 


2 

2 0 

5 

298 

Coolies.. « .. 

128' 

1 

0 36 

140 

176 


1 Pub. Diary 99 of 1791, 928 - 929. 2 Djary 99 of 1791, 930. 

^ Acooinpanimeufc of the Collector Mr, William Simpson’s Beport Otb Dec. 17 98^ 
Bev. Diary 22 of 1798, 2047 -3052. 
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Bombay and Mdhim Gooleries ( KoUvddds)^ 1798 — ^continued. 


Districts and Classes 
of Gooleries, 

No. 

Bate. 

1 Total* 

Grand 

Total. 

District and Classes 
of Gooleries. 

No. 

Rate, 

TS 

o 

Gran 

Tota, 

Bombay District 


Rs. q. r. 

Rs, 

Bs. 

Ma'him District 


Rs 

q- r. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Co ohi&nY’— continued. 





CoonisRY — continued. 


Kalmelcar (KaUelcar) 
OooUes. 





Biwri Coolies. 






Nets .. 

9 

6 0 0 

54 


16 Boats containing 
23 nets. 

Coolies.. .. 






Coolies.. 

16 

i 0 36 

17 


23 

8 

0 0 

184 


Camdaar {Eashelikar) 



— — 

71 

82 

'■ 1 

0 30 

80 


Coolies 

Old Wo7nan’s Island. 

15 

1 .0 .36 


16 

Sion Coolies. 




, 273 






2 Boats containing 9 

9 

2 

2 25 

•23 


Fishing Boats . . 

3 

10 0 0 

30 


nets. 



Do. d,o. .. .. 

Nets .. .. 

7 

3 

8 0 0 

5 0 0 

56 

15 


1 Boat containing 3 
nets. 

3 

1 

0 16 

3 


Coolies 

37 

3 0 72 

118 


Bhokshinet >. 

18 

0 

2 70 

12 


Do. .. „ 

31 

1 0 36 

33 

252 

Coolies . . 

32 

1 

0 36 

35 


Coolies who mrii:e here 



— 

jyjumtvi Coolies. 




— 

73 

from the adjacent 
coimtrij for fishinq^ 





9 Boats eontaioing 36 

36 

2 

2 25 

92 


bringing Jisk ivith 
nets. 





nets. 

1 Boat containing 7 

7 

1 

0 16 

7 


3 Boats containing 
27 men. 

37 

12 0 

40 


nets* 

Bliokshi nets . . 

8 

0 

2 70 

6 


21 Boat.s containing 
ItiS men. 

168 

12 0 

252 


Do. do 

Do. do 

16 

4 

0 

0 

2 0 

1 0 

8 

1 


4 Boats containing 28 

; 28 

12 0 

43 


Coolies 

93 

1 

0 36 

lol 

215 

men. 





Mdhim River Coolies 




— — 

1 Boat containing 6] 

6 

12 0 

9 


called MuoreJcar. 






men. 





Bhokshinets .. 

2 



1 


1 Boat containing 2 

2 

1 1 40 

3 


Coolies . . 

55 

1 

’6 36 

60 


men. 



— 

846 

BhoksM with 42 nets , 

13 


14 


Ma^him District 





7 Boats containing 42 

42 

1 

'6 16 

44 


COOLERY. 





nets. 




— 

119 ; 

1 Boat containing 2 

2 

2 3 75 

6 


Mdhim River Coolies 






nets. 





called Hagrehar. 






5 Boats containing 23 

23 

2 3 0 

63 


Bhokshi nets .. 

2 

1 

0 16 

2 


nets. 





Coolies 

12 

1 

0 36 

13 


6 Boats containing 19 
nets. 

19 

1 1 50 

26 


Bandmoria (Rhanddri- 



15 

Coolies.. .. 

44 

1 0 36 

48 


vdda) Coolies. 




21 


Do. .. 

141 

1 1 11 

ISO 


Coolies . . 

19 

' 1 

0 36 


Warli Coolies. 


323 

Do 

Mdhim Batter, 

14 

1 

0 36 

15 

86 

20 Boats containing 94 
nets. 

30 Boats containing 

94 

2 3 0 

259 


Sattas (Slietias) 

17 

1 

2 53^ 

28 


■ 32 

1 1 50 

44 


Kalmekar Coolies. 






82 nets* 



Parria nets .. 

13 

2 

0 0 

26 


Parria net .. 

1 


2 


Coolies . . 

146 

i 

0 36 

159 


BiioksM net 

1 


1 


Bhandawria Bhois . . 

21 

1 

0 66 

23 

236 

Coolies 

Do, .. 

126 

1 0 36 

137 







210 

1 1 11 

268 


Total *. 









— 

711 





6014 


TLe revemie from this source in 1817-18 amounted to Rs. 5231 and 
in 1818-19 to Rs. 5361. This trifling increase arises from a few addi- 
tional Kolis having engaged in fishing and eonsec|uentIy become subject 
to the tax imposed on this class of the Company'^s subjects.^ 

3, Salt. 

In a Bombay letter to Surat^ 13th August 1686^ the Deputy 
Governor and Council write : The Padre Superior of Bandra in the 
time when Mr. Ward was Deputy Governor did make a salt-pond out 
of a fishing ware called Rauli between Sion and Mdtunga^ and the 
Kulambis and Mattries (Mhatdras or elders) of Sion, Mahim, Dhardvi^ 
and Matunga say it belongs to the Right Honourable Company^ and 


J Collector’s Report of 28tK Jan. 1820 for lSLS-1 9, Bov. Pinry 150 of 1820, 81. 
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the fish was sent to the Deputy Governor, and that it was customary 
for the Deputy Governor to go and fish there two or three times a year, 
also that Lewis Cuzado did pay a fellow to look after it. Upon 
information whereof an action was entered against the Padre, but he 
ref iiseth to appear in Court and can show no order from Mr. Ward nor 
none else for turning the fish pond into a salt-pan. We are informed 
for these two years past the pan has yielded 20 tissales of salt a year.^ 

In 1686, December 14?th, the Bombay Council write to Surat : We 
will not want salt, having enough by us on this island.^ 

With a view to enlarge and repair the Vadala salt-pans a Con- 
sultation, the 27th August 1731, records : The Vadala salt-pans being 
very much out of repair which prevents the Kiilambis making the usual 
quantity of salt, the President ordered a survey to be made of the 
said salt-work. It is computed that to rei^air and enlarge the 
same will require seven to eight hundred rupees. As there is a 
prospect of salts being demanded this year as well as the last at an 
advanced price, we hope that in a little time we may be able to 
reimburse our tionourable Masters the money we shall expend in this 
repair. Directed that the proper orders be given that the same may be 
set about with all necessary expedition.^ 

A Consultation, the 81st December 1783, records : The President 
represents to the Board that a large quantity of the Honourable 
Company^ s salt as well as that belonging to private people remains 
unsold on the island because of the revolution that has happened in 
the Sidi'’s country which gives the greatest vent to the salt of this place; 
the President therefore proposes to the Board to make some abatement 
in the price to encourage the merchants to export the same. Agreed 
that the President consulting the receiver and country merchants fix 
the price of salt for this year as he shall see reasonable and most likely 
to encourage the consumption of the same.^ 

In the matter of fixing the price of salt as noted above, a Consultation, 
the 18th January 1734 j, records ; The President acquaints the Board 
that having consulted with the receiver and the country merchants 
about the price of salt the same has been settled by him, namely that of 
Rauli, Shaikh-Misri, and Suri at Rs. 50 per rds and that of Vadala at 
Rs. 46 for one year.^ 

Ill connection with a request to reduce the rent of the Suri salt-pan a 
Consultation, tho 8th March 1743, records : A petition being read from 
the persons who rent a salt-pan l^dng at Suri, setting forth that the 
said pan being filled in great measure with sand, it will not produce 
the same quantity of salt as formerly and incapacitates their paying the 
rent from them due. In future they request the Plonourahle Company 
will accept the half of the actual produce. The Board observe that as the 
defect in the pan proceeded from their own negligence the petition is 


^ Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 6. Forrest’s Home Series, 1, 143. 

2 Sec. Out. Letter Book 4 of 1677 - 1687, 38. . 

s Bom. Gov. Consultation 27tli Aug. 1731, Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 103 - 104. 

^ Bom. Ctov. Consultation 31st Dec, 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 323- 324. 
® Bom. Gov. Consultation 18tli Jan. 1734, Pub, Diary 7 of 1734, 12. 
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rejected and they are told others will be found who will rent the same* 
if they do not choose to continue- to rent it on the former tems.^ 

Regarding salt revenue the Court of Directors on the 7th March 
1749-50 write : On taking into consideration that paragraph of your 
letter of the 14jth February 1749^ relating to the accounts of Bombay 
Presidency^ so far as regards our revenue of salt, and the reasons you 
give therein for the diminution thereof, we have caused an account to- 
be drawn out of the general books fbr seven years ending the 31st July 
ITdS to be laid before us. By this it appears the Company's sale or 
export of salt for the first six years (1741 - 1747) amounts to a medium 
of one hundred and seven three quarters annually, and that the- 
sale thereof for the last (1747-48) of those years was only thirty rds. To 
aeeomit for this decrease of so very material a branch of onr revenue 
you allege the troubles at the southern ports hindered the export thereof, 
and also that private traders have vended more considerable quantities 
than usual. This last is a reason not at all justifiable because it so 
manifestly turns to our great hurt and detriment. We therefore 
cannot imagine how this large private export could be carried on 
without your knowledge or connivance. 

The Knlambis or husbandmen who manufacture the salt and pay the* 
Company a toka rent or moiety of the annual product of the salt grounds, 
and are entitled to the other moiety for their expense and labour, seem 
to us to have an equal right to sell their moiety with the Company and 
no more. Further we are told by some of onr members that this was the 
old standing rule or maxim formerly, and generally observed. But 
we have been acquainted that of late years our servants have made a 
practice of buying salt from the Knlambis at chea|) rates and vending 
the same to the exporters at considerable profit whereby our salt hath 
been left on hand very much to our disadvantage. 

As it therefore is incumbent on you, and more especially on us, to 
keep a watchful eye on all those who have the inspection and management 
of any branch of our revenue under their care, and to cause an 
immediate enquiry to be made when it is impaired or sunk low, we 
positively enjoin and order you to make a strict and impartial enquiry 
into the state of the Comj)any^s salt grounds and their produce, and 
also those of private property for the last seven years, and to set down 
in your proceedings thereupon by whom the salt was respectively sold 
and at what rates, and what observations you make to be necessary for 
our information. If upon tbe whole you find that our servants, the 
Collectors of our revenues, or the Portuguese stewards of the salt 
grounds, or any of them, have been guilty of any breach of trust or 
maladministration in their offices respectively (for we are fully 
eonvineed our Collectors have sold salt especially in the year 1747-48 
when the average price of salt appears to be so high as one hundred and 
thirty- three rupees per raa) we direct you to get us full reparation and 
satisfaction for the wrong and injury we have sustained by the breach 
of trust in such offenders, and do dismiss suspend or censure them as 
the circumstances of the ease require, and is agreeable to equity and 


^ Bom, Gov, Consultation 8th March 1743, Puh. Diary 16 of 1743, 67» 
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good conscience^ that the rest of onr servants may thereby be admonished 
to do nothing upon any account prejudicial to onr revenue. 

By the general books it doth not appear what quantity of salt might 
remain annually upon hand to balance, and we cannot readily trace 
out the total annual export from the Bombay and Mahim accounts of 
customs, so that we direct you in future to send us a particular account 
of the salt made and sold every year, with the total export thereof 
from the island, and the balance upon hand, and that the same be duly 
signed and certified by the collectors of our customs and revenues to be 
a true and full account thereof. 

And we further insist and order that our salt (while there is any on 
hand) be sold Jointly with that of the Kulambis at such moderate rates 
and prices as may promote and encourage the export as you shall from 
time to time think fit to settle and appoint. Also that such rates and 
prices shall be made public and entered in your Consultation book 
accordingly. And we further order that the Kulambis be duly and 
punctually paid their moiety on such sales of salt as the money shall 
be received for the same without delay or inconvenience to them/ 

Referring to the above orders from the Court, a Consultation of the 
16 th October 1750 records: The Honourable Company having been 
pleased to order that in future the price of salt be settled in Council 
before any is permitted to be exported, the same is now fixed, namely 
Rauli at Rs. 80 per rcU and all other at Rs. 70. 

The same Consultation continues : The Honourable Company have been 
pleased to order an examination to be made into the exportation of salt 
for some years past. Messrs. Sedgwicke Scott and Lane are appointed 
a committee to inspect the Collectors’ books and accounts for the fourteen 
preceding years and to draw out a regular account of what quantity has 
been iexpor ted annually in that time, by whom resj)eetively sold, and at 
what rates. This they are to lay before the Board.^ 

A Consultation, the 13th November 1750, records ; Read the report 
of the committee who were appointed in Consultation the I6th ultimo 
to make an examination into the state of the Honourable Company's 
salt revenues j ordered that it be entered after this Consultation with 
the aecGunt they have drawn out thereof.-^ 

The following statement gives the sale or export of salt for the 
fourteen years ending 1748, setting forth upon whose account the sales 
were made and the medium rates per rds fixed under the management 
of the several collectors ; 


^ Court to Bombay 7tb Mar. 1749-50 paras 56-60 Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol 3 of 
1742 - 1751, 198-200. Comi), of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715- 1721, 160. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 16*tli Oct. 1760, Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 372. 

3 Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 406, 409-410. 
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Bombay Salty Sale mid Export ^ 1735 to 1748. 


Year. 

Company 

’s Salt. 

Medium 

Price-. 

Kulambi’s 

Salt. 

Private Salt. 

Exports. 


Rds. 

qr. 

as. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Mas, 

qr* 

as. 

Rs. 

Rds, 

qr. 

as. 

Rs. 

Rds, 

qr. 

as. 

Rs. 

1735 ... 

41 

3 

2 

41^^- 

49| 

41 

2 

2 

83 

... 




137 

2 

2 

44 

1736 ... 

30 

1 

1 

m 

49^. 

29 

1 

3 

8h 





99 

2 

1 

97 

1737 

33 

... 

3 

Wi 

49^ 

31 

3 


aoi 



.k. 


89 

3 

3 

68 

1738 ... 

104 

3 

3 

7 

49i; 

90 

3 

3 

181 





232 

... 

1 

37 

1739 ... 

95 

... 

2 

39^ 

49-1 

82 

... 


65+ 





196 

3 

1 

36 

1740 ... 

156 

2 

2 

62]^ 

49| 

93 

... 


95 





271 

1 

1 

674 

1741 ... 

133 

3 

2 

66 

621 

99 

2 

3 

131 



... 


269 

1 

2 

23 

1743 

97 

1 

... 

95| 

62-1 

68 


2 

864 





186 


1 

15 

1743 

152 

1 

2 


81 

103 

1 

3 

89 





364 

2 

2 

90 

1744 ... 

82 

3 

1 

531 

86 

70 

3 


461 





245 

2' 

... 

12-i 

1745 ... 

68 

1 


41 

70 

55 

.. 1 

'3 

56| 

*61 i 

'2 


9941 

22^; 

184 

2 

2 

97 

1746 ... 

95 

3 

2 

414 

50 

53 

2 

3 

86 

39 ! 

2 

■'2 

189 

1 


53 

1747 ... 

149 

3 

3 

59| 

90 

125 

3 

3 

77 

! 109 

3 

1 

19 

385 : 

1 

2* 

1 56 

1748 ... 

30 


... 

69 

133 

16 

... 

2 

6 

80 i 

3 


73|: 

126 

3 

3 

48| 


On the 7 til December 1750^ tlie Collector Mr. Lawrence Siilivan 
writes to Government : As the gentlemen appointed to examine into 
the salt revenue have (through an assertion of Mr. W. Sedgwieke) 
committed a mistake prejudicial to the Honourable Company and of 
disservice to me I esteem myself under a necessity of giving you this 
trouble. In the general advices to England by Boscaivmi^ it is said that 
the amount of 38 rds of salt charged to Mr. Byfeldiii the Salishiiry^ s 
letter^ as also a different amount of 34 rds inserted in the Boscawet/s 
address, were both received from Mr. Lawrence Sulivan the Collector. 
I therefore beg leave to assure your Honour that the committee 
received no such account from me nor was it required. General sales of 
Collector’s salt I did give them which could have no affinity with the 
present question relative to abuses only^ and the statement delivered by 
me to the late President from which was taken the quantity mentioned 
in the Salisbury's general letter is right. My letter to the committee 
will clear up this point as also explain to the Honourable Company the 
fixed method of exporting salt. The reasons why the Honourable, 
Company’s sales of salt in some years considerably exceed those of the 
husbandmen who should have a moiety, are the debts owing by the salt- 
makers, now brought on the Collector’s books, which will show an 
increase to this year’s revenue of Es. 5203-2-97. As all this is omitted 
in the committee's report, I request of your Hbnour that the said letter 
which I here inclose with this my address may be entered in the 
Consultations wdien I flatter myself they will sufficiently vindicate me 
from every reflection.^ 

Mr. Sulivan'’s letter to the Committee, dated the 27th October 1750 
and referred to above, runs : At your last meeting it was required of 
me to answer in writing the following questions : 

(1) What quantity of salt has been made each year for 14 years 
past to the 31st July 1748. 

(2) The general remains of salt for each year. 

(3) The quantity of salt sold on the Honourable Company’s 
account with the medium rates to the like number of years. 


s PnL Diary 23 of 1750, 468 • 469. 
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( 4 ) The quantity of salt sold on tho Kulambis^ account. 

(5) Do. exported on private account. 

(6) Total export of salt. 

To your first and second questions one answer will suffice. Private salt 
having no coniieotion with the Honourable Company’s and Kulambis’ salt^ 
the Collectors never did more than distinguish to the custom master 
the exports of private salt as they occurred. Consequently it is imprac- 
ticable to give the quantities made or the general remains for past 
years, but in future it may be done and a regular register kept in my 
oflice. Your third and fourth questions I can complete for the 14 years 
required. The fifth and sixth I cannot answer, because no accounts of 
private exports are available before 1745. However^ instead of the 
14 years to July 1748 I shall subjoin the Honourable Company’s and 
KiilambisC sales for six years from 1745 to 1750 inclusive. These give 
you f ully the sales of salt on the Honourable Company's, Kulambis’’, and 
private accounts, together with the total exports of and the medium 
prices of each year. Prom that statement it appears that the. Company’s 
sales^ or rather the amount carried to the Company's credit, is much 
greater than the share of the Kulambis concerned with them. In explana- 
tion it must be observed that the Company’s yearly exceediugs are in part 
sto|)pages for debts due from the salt-makers which are gradually 
recovered as the peoples’ abilities admit. Those debts, and their rise 
and decrease in the last six years, I shall here insert. The salt owing 
to the Honourable Company are debts of many years standing^ for the 
Knlambis or public salt- makers have, besides Rauli, distinct pans in Suri, 
Shaikh- Misri, and Vadala. These formerly (as Rauli does now) paid 
the Company’s toka or fixed quantity yearly; and while that method 
held, they were annually deficient^ which brought on the present 
regulation. The Kulambis were indebted to the Company as follows : 

Tear. Jicis, Tear. J2a>, 

1745 ... 227 — 1718 ... 204 

1746 ... 208 — 1749 ... 149 

1717 ... 179 — 1750 ... 122 

The rules laid down for exportation are short and plain. The 
Honourable Company for themselves and for the Kulambis or public salt- 
makers sell the first two or three months or until about 50 rds are sold 
without admitting the private salt-makers to sell any^ for this equitable 
reason that the Company’s computed quantity is annually about rds 160 
against ras 114 of private salt. After the first three months to the 
end of the year the sales are invariable^ namely frds the Company’s and 
Kiilamhis’’ and I rd the private salt-makers’.-^ 

On the above letters, at their Consultation the 7 th December 1750, the 
Board observe : Read a letter from Mr. Lawrence Snlivan with copy of 
one wrote by him to the committee who were appointed in Consultation 
the 16th October last to examine into the state of the Honourable Com- 
pany’s salt revenue. As Mr. Snlivan mentions abuses in said letter and 
seems to insinuate as if such had been committed in the Collector’s 
oflice, the Secretary is directed to acquaint him that the Board expects 
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he will explain to them what such abuses are and by whom committed^ 
and that he state the same in a clear and distinct light to them for 
their information d 

Thereupon Mr,. Sulivan writes^ the 20th December 1750 : The 
Secretary by letter acquaints me that it is your order I explain to 
your Honour what I would insinuate by my abuses in my address of 
the 7th instant^ by whom committed^ as also to state the same in a 
clear and distinct light. My letter was intended to clear me from 
delivering different accounts of Mr. Byfeld^s exceedings in the sale 
of salt ; I name him in my address and I call those exceedings an abuse. 
I know of no others, and this being public to the late President and 
Council and by them determined by the Salisbury's geixeval advices to 
England, I apprehend your Honours do not mean I shall meddle with 
it. In this I am confirmed as the committee appointed by the late 
President and Council in November to examine the salt revenue for 
many years past made it no part of their enquiry. If I have mistaken 
the orders of your Honour, upon notice I will instantly draw up 
a statement. But this indeed can only be repeating a fact already 
known to the members of Council.^ 

On perusing the above letter, the Board record, the 21st December 
1750: Read a letter from Mr. Sulivan from which and his former 
letter entered after Consultation, the 7th instant, it plainly appears 
that the exceedings in Mr. Byfeld^s sale of salt in 1748 was really 
rds 38, neither more or less as mentioned to the Honourable Company 
by ship Salisbury^ and to which the committee appointed in Consul- 
tation, the 16th October, to examine into the Honourable Company's 
salt revenue, acquiesce and are satisfied with it.® 

A Consultation, the 5th March 1751, records: The Board being 
met at the warehouse and the merchants attending, it was agreed first 
to put up the salt pans belonging to the Honourable Comj)any and 
private persons in one lot at the desire of the merchants and on the 
conditions on which they were to be farmed out. The conditions were 
read as follows : 

1. That the farm be let for seven years commencing from the 
1st June 1751 to the 31st May 1758, and the amount of the farm 
to be discharged yearly on the 31st May of each j^ear. 

2. That the farmer in consideration of the rent he pays shall be 
at liberty to sell his salt for the most he can get without any inter- 
ruption and shall be also empowered to make use of all the Kulambis 
that are already employed for the cultivation of said salt-pans, and 
receive of them the salt as the Honourable Company used to do for 
the respective pans. 

3. That the farmer shall preserve all the salt-pans in the same 
condition as he shall find them at the time he receives them into 
his possession and at the exj)iration of the term of his farm, deliver 
them in the like good order at his own charge and expense. 

4. That the farmer shall have leave to export his salt to any 
port whatsoever and likewise may sell what quantity he can for the 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 7th Dec. 1750, Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 465, 
= Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 506. ^ 23 of 1750, 499. 
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use of this island^ and no other person shall' be allowed to sell any 
without his leave or permission. 

h. That the owners of the private salt-pans who do not choose to 
deliver them up shall be peimitted to sell their salt in a one -third 
proportion to what the farmers sell in the same manner they used to 
do with the Honourable Company. 

6. That 110 one on. the island shall buy any salt from the neigh- 
bouring country^ so- long as the said farmer has any salt to dispose 
of^ nor shall they let out to freight their vessels or boats to the other 
side merchants to be foaded with salt upon pain of being fined at the 
discretion of the Governor and Council. 

7/ That the custom, masters of Bombay and Mdhim shall not 
clear any of the salt boats without as is usual their owners producing 
notes from the farmer or his officers that none of them may cheat 
the Honourable Company of their customs or the farmer of his 
money. 

8. That should any of the Honourable Company's salt remain 
unsold at the time of delivering the said salt-pans into the possession 
of the farmer^ he shall buy that salt at a moderate price and pay the 
amount of it at the latter end of the first year of his farm, and when 
any of the farmer^ s salt shall remain unsold at the expiration of the 
said term of the farm, the Honourable Company or the next farmers 
shall take the same at the rate he paid the Honourable Company for 
theirs. 

9. That as several Kunbis are in the Honourable Comj^any^s 
debt, the farmer shall p)ay into the hands of the collectors one -third 
of what money he receives for their proportion of the salt he sells 
till their respective debts are discharged. 

10. That the charges and expenses of covering the salt shall be 
on the farmer-^ s account, 

11. That should any disiDute arise between the farmer and the- 
Kulambis that cannot be accommodated among themselves, the farmer 
may apply to the Collector who will decide the same and also give 
him the' necessary assistance upon all occasions. 

After this the salt-pans were put up at Rs. 5000 and cried down by 
Bliiku Sinay, Newrekar, and Manoel Texenia at Rs. 97 25 per annum.'^ 

Gn the 7th February 1758 the inhabitants of the island made* the 
following representation to Government : That they have always 
heretofore had free liberty to buy salt for their use, at a reasonable 
price as the Kunbis used to bring it to sell from door to door but that 
they have suffered much since the commencement of the present farm 
owing to the folk 

1. Because the farmers set up a shop at Mdhim and another at 
Bombay and sell salt at five res the adAoK which amounts to Rs. 208 
the rds though they at the same time sold it to the merchants at 
Rs. 60 the or thereabouts. 


^ Bom. Gov. CoHSiiltatioa 5t1i March 1751, ?ub. Diary 2^ of 1751, 75-77.. 
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2. That the salt wliieh they sell in those parts is MI of earth 
and good for nothing*. 

3. That the inhabitants are obliged to go themselves to the shops 
and bring the salt they pnreliase by bigdris or labourers^ as they live 
at too great a distance from the shops^ which occasions a great charge 
and loss of time and the salt to turn out to them at an exorbitant pricey 
and oftentimes they have been obliged to return without aiiy^ because 
the shops were shut and none to be got. All this the petitioners 
humbly submit to your Honours^ consideration^ begging the new 
farmers may he obliged to sell their salt from door to door as heretofore 

' , nsuald ' ' 

On pernsing this representation the Board observe^ the 7th February 
1758 : Head a representation from the inhabitants of the island parti- 
cularising the inconveniences which they suffer from the tenour of the 
salt farmers lease, and being sensible of the truth thereof^ it is agreed 
that we regulate the conditions of the new farmer^s contract.^ 

A Consultation, the 14th February 1758, records; The Board 
repaired to the tent near the bandar and all proprietors of the private 
salt-pans refusing to farm out theirs but on the terms of the last 
contract, the Honourable Company's pans were rented out alone for 
a term of seven years commencing the 12th June next to Vithoba 
Udhavji, Bhagvanji Visaji, and Naranji Madhavshet for lis. 8800 
per annum or only Es. 925 per annum less, for the private pans being 
excluded, on the following conditions being previously declared : 

1. That the farmers shall hold the salt-pans for the term of seven 
years to commence from the twelfth day of June next and to expire 
on the eleventh day of J une^ which shall be in the year of our Lord 
1765 and shall |)ay the yearly rent of the said salt-pans on the 
31st day of May of every year till the expiration of the contract. 

2. That the said farmers for their trouble and expense in retailing- 
salt to the inhabitants or others on this island shall be allowed to 
receive 50 per cent advance on the price it sells for at the pans, but 
no more. And for the better ascertaining the said price, the Collector 
for the time being shall every fifteen days regulate and publish the 
same for the -purchaseiV information. 

3. That the said farmers shall be empowered to make use of all 
the Knlambis that have usually been employed for the cultivating of 
the said salt-pans, and that no person but the said farmers shall be 
allowed to employ them during the months of March April and May 
of every year in particular. 

4. That the said farmers shall be obliged to keep the followiiio; 
shops for retailing salt which shall be kej)t open every day in the yeaa* 
from sunrise till sunset, that is to say eight shops in Bombay and 
its districts and four shops in Mahim and its districts, namely : 


^ Pub. Diary 31 of 1758, 101 - 102. 

- Bom. Gov. Consultation 7tia Feb. 1758, Fub,. Diary 31 of 175S, 1)4. 
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Salt Shops f 17089 


Bombay. 

Ma'him. 

No. 

Position. 

No. 

Position. 

1 

Cliurcli. 

1 

Mdhim. 

1 

Tobacco sliop. 



1 

Portuguese Church. 

1 

Salva 9 ao Church. 

1 

Mumbadevi. 



,1 

Butchers’ houses. 

1 

Warli N4la. 

1 

CaveL 



1 

Grigon (Girgaon). 

1 

Aiisally (Has^H) Tank. 

■ 1 

Mdzgaon. 



S ^ 


4 



5. That the said farmers shall always have in each of the above 
mentioned shoi^s a sufficient stock of good clean salt to sell to the 
inhabitants or others by retail with proper servants or attendants to 
deliver the same at any time within the above mentioned hours. 
And upon proof of any failure therein being made to the Collector 
for the time being, the said farmers shall be liable to pay him a fine 
of Rs. 5 each time, one-half whereof shall be given to the com- 
plainant or person aggrieved and the remainder for the Honourable 
Company. 

6. That the said farmers shall supply any person or persons who 
may be employed to salt meat or fish for the Honourable Company’s 
military or marine on this island with such quantities of salt as he 
or they may want for those services, from the pans, at the same rate 
that the farmers may at such time sell it to the merchants for 
exportation, and shall be liable to such fine as the President and 
Council for the time being may think proper to inflict in case of 
their refusing or delaying at any time to supply the same without 

, shewing sufficient cause for it; as likewise in case of their imposing 
on any such person or persons in the last mentioned price. 

7. That the quantity of salt to be exported by the said farmers 
shall as customary be full one hundred rds before the proprietors of 
private salt shall be permitted to export any. After this the proprie- 
tors of private salt shall be permitted to export one-third of the whole 
quantity that is exported in the remaining part of the season. 

8. That at the exj)iration of the new contract the farmers shall be 
paid by the Honourable Company or the next farmer or farmers for 
any salt they may then have remaining at the medium rate which salt 
may sell for in the year 1765. 

9. That should any of the present farmers’ salt remain unsold 
at the time of delivering the salt-pans into the new farmers^ posses- 
sion, they shall buy it of the present farmers at the same price that 
they paid the Honourable Company for their remains at the com- 
mencement of the present contract, and shall adjust the term for the 
payment thereof in such manner as may be agreed on, when the new 
farmers receive the salt-pans from the' present farmers. 

10. That the new farmers shall preserve all the salt-pans in the 
same good order and condition as they may find them in at the time 
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they take possession of them at their own charge and expense and at 
the expiration of their contract shall deliver them up in like manner 
to the said Honourable Company or their order. 

11. That the said farmers shall have leave to export their salt to 
any place whatever and likewise may sell what quantity they can for 
the use of this island. No other person shall be allowed to sell salt 
privately without the farmer^s leave and permission. 

12. That none of the inhabitants of this island shall buy any salt 
from the neighbouring countries so long as the farmers have any to^ 
dispose of^ nor^ upon penalty of being fined at the discretion of the 
Governor and Council for the time being, shall they let out to freight 
their vessels or boats to the other side merchants to be loaded 
with salt. 

13. That the custom masters of Bombay and Mdhim shall not 
clear any of the salt boats unless as usual the owners produce a 
certificate from their farmers or their ofiieers that none of them may 
cheat the Honourable Company of their customs or the farmers of“ 
their due. 

14. That as several of the Kulambis are indebted to the Honour- 
able Company, the farmers shall pay into the hands of said Honour- 
able Company's Collector for the time being one-third of what 
money they receive for the Kulambis^ proportion of the salt they sell 
till the Kulambis^ respective debts are discharged. 

15. That the charge of covering the salt pans and all other 
charges shall be borne by the farmers. 

16. That if any disputes arise between the farmers and the- 
Kulambis that cannot be accommodated amongst themselves, thefarmers 
may apply to the Collector for the time being w^ho wdll decide the 
same and also give them the necessary assistance upon all occasions. 

17. That there being a vacant space of ground at Shaikh-Misri 
which will admit of more salt pans being made for the Honourable 
Company's farmers^ and Kulambis’ mutual benefit, the farmers shall 
be permitted to make as many more as may be judged proper or 
necessary on their bearing an equal part or one-half of the expense- 
with the Honourable Company. 

18. That for the security of the payment and the performance of 
the conditions aforesaid, the said farmers shall bind and oblige them- 
selves their heirs executors administrators or assigns to the President 
and Council and their successors on the part and behalf of the afore- 
said Honourable Company, by an obligation to be signed sealed and 
delivered by them on the twelfth day of June next ; and the said 
farmers shall likewise have a counterpart thereof with the common 
seal of the aforesaid Honourable Company afiixed thereto.^ 

Begarding repairs to salt-pan sluices a Consultation of the 7th 
February 1769 records : Bead a letter from the Collector representing 
that the sluices at the salt-pans are much in want of repair and enclosing 
a petition to him from the late cart farmers setting forth the losses 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation Hth Feb, 1768, Pub. Diary 31 of 1758, 118-I2S. 
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' snstained by them during the term of their lease. It is ordered that the 
sluices be repaired agreeable to an estimate from the clerk of the works 
now laid before this Board, amounting to Rs. 2489-2-40, and that the 
losses sustained by the oart farmers being Rs. 317-2-8 be made good 
to them agreeable to the conditions of their lease.^ 

4. Builders AND Building Materials, 

In the early days of Bombay carpenters and other artificers were so 
scarce that to a certain extent Government were forced to keep them 
in the old Indian position of helot craftsmen. On the 19th September 
1694 Government write to the Mahim custom master Mr. W. Aislabie : 
These are to enorder you to let none of these country carpenters go ofi 
this island without a particular order from us. Similar orders were issued 
to Mr. Thomas Lawrence custom master at Bombay and to Serjeant 
Rock at Bion.^ 

On the 27th July 1695 an order to Mr. R. Sprig runs : Two pair of 
sawyers accompany these whom you are to employ and to allow them 
two sers of khichadi and eight bujTuks a day.^ 

An entry in the Surat Diary, the 12th December 1719, runs: 
Wrote a letter to Secretary Phillipps which went by eight sawyers who 
are sent down by order for the Company'^s service at Bombay, they 
being impressed at Rs. 384 for wages and Rs. 32 for way charges.^ 

Referring to Surat carpenters employed at Bombay the Surat Diary 
of the 16th August 1719 has the following entry: A general letter 
received from Bombay of the 4th instant wherein the President and 
Council send us a muster of Guinea stuffs and desired us to pay to 
Mr. Parker's order Rs. 41 5 i for impress (or earnest money) advanced 
to 16 carpenters w^ho are employed by the Right Honourable 
Company.^ 

A week later, 22nd August 1719, the same Diary records : 
Rs.415| paid to Mr. Lawrence Parker his ^order being for impress 
given to 16 carpenters which are employed in the Right Honoui'able 
Company's works at Bombay.^ 

Next year, the 25th August 1720, the Surat Diary has the followng 
entry : The President and Council in their letter of the 16th instant 
direct to impress 10 or 12 carpenters for ship-woik at Bombay. 

A Consultation, the 25th May 1733, records : Whereas the number 
of carpenters caulkers and sawyers on tbe island is or late gieatly 
diminished notwithstanding there is at present a greater occasion tor 
them than heretofore. Also as it has been several times recommended 
to the overseers of the Coolery of Mdzgaon to encourage the inhabit- 
ants of that village to bring up their children to those trades, as they 
are the persons fittest for the work and soonest acqnii;e a knowledge 
of crafts, it is directed that the Secretary write a letter to the receiver 

of the Honourable Gompan/s rents and revenues by order of this 

Board, requiring him to give proper orders that such a number or the 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 7th Peb. 1769, ifi94 1696 -51 
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Mdzgaon boys be put apprentices to the several trades of carpenters 
caulkers and sawyers as to complete and keep up the number oi: 
carpenters now on the island to twenty, caulkers to thirty, and 
sawyers to thirty, and that lie see his orders effectually put in 
execution^ 

Regarding smiths in 174il the Surat Diary of the 28th June 1741 
records : Being in want of smiths to carry on the necessary business o£ 
the island, the Bombay Government direct us to endeavour to procure 
25 to whom we may promise Rs. 4 for every hundredweight of iron 
they may work up and their provisions.^ 

In sending sheers for coppersmiths, the 14th March 1753, the 
Court write to Bombay : We have sent by the Sandwich four pair of 
sheers such as are nsed by the coppersmiths in England to cut copper 
plates for their different uses. As they will be the means of saving 
labour, we recommend it to you to encourage the artificers to make 
use of them,^ 

In 1756 regarding bricklayers the Bombay Diary of the 14th April 
has the following entry : Received by boat a letter from the Secretary 
at Surat which enclosed a list of the names of 36 bricklayers sent 
hither and advised of each being advanced three months^ pay and 10 
days^ provisions.^ 

Regarding Mazgaon carpenters and other artificers a Consultation 
of the 22nd March 1757 directs: It being more proper that all the 
Mazgaon carpenters sawyers caulkers and drillers should in future be 
under the marine superintendent-’s directions instead of the Collector's, it 
is agreed that this regulation accordingly take place from this time.'^ 

To provide caulkers a Consultation of the 27th September 1757 
directs : Not being able to get near a sufficient number of caulkers 
for the marine service it is ordered that the Collector deliver over all 
the Mazgaon boys to the marine superintendent that he may breed 
them up in that business.® 

A week later, the 6th October 1757, the Board further direct: 
Finding there are no more than five Mazgaon boys of a fit age for 
caulkers or sawyers, it is agreed that lascars^ pay be allowed any 
persons willing to learn ; and as those that teach them must necessarily 
lose some time therein, that such difference of pay be made good to 
them by the marine paymaster."^ 

A Consultation, the 5th June 1759, records : The superintend- 
ent representing that the present pay allowed to caulkers is not 
near equal to that of common labourers, and that this has occasioned 
so very great a want of those artificers for a considerable time past 
that some of His Majesty^s ships as well as the Drafo, Captain 


^ Bom. Grov. Consultation 25tli May 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 17-82-33, 129-130. 

2 S-iirat pact. Diary 28th June 1741 Tol. 630 of 1740-41, 109-110. Pon-osts Homo 
Series, I. 268. 

Court to Bombay 14 tb Mar. 1763, Pub. Dep. Courts Letters Vol. 4 of 1752 - 1756, 81. 
4 Pub. Diary 29 of 1756, 181. 

■ ^ Bom. Grov. Consultation 22ncl March 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 95. 

^ Bom. Grov. Consultation 27th Sept. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1767, 368. 

^ Bom. Grov. Consultation 6th Oct. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 376*. 
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Fisher, were actually obliged to proceed to Surat this season to get 
caulkers, and being of opinion that their pay being increased to a 
quarter of a rupee a day will induce a sufficient number of those 
necessary people to resold here, the superintendent is directed to 
regulate it accordingly d 

On receipt of a petition from Mazgaon artificers the Board direct 
on the 5th August 1760 : A petition being presented in the name 
of the carpenters sawyers and other inhabitants of Mazgaon 
representing that they labour, under several hardships from Mr. R. 
Nowland renter of that village, their petition is referred to the 
committee of accounts for their examination.^ 

In 1765 a considerable number of carpenters were sent from 
Surat to Bombay. The Bombay Diary of the 25th March records : 
Received a letter from Surat dated 17th instant and served to 
enclose a list of 40 carpenters sent overland.^ 

With a view to find out a proper spot for a smiths^ shop and 
carpenters’ yard Grovernment appointed a committee in 1767. On 
the 23rd February the committee report : Having in consequence 
of your Honour’s orders endeavoured to fiix on a proper spot of 
ground for erecting a smiths^ shop and carpenters^ yard, we have 
not been able to find any other within the town walls proper for 
this purpose but the east end of the Bandar warehouse, between it 
and the Castle, whereon at present stands an old house belonging 
to the lieix*s of the late Banian Jiva deceased. This spot is in every 
respect proper and convenient, and the amount sale of the houses 
at present made use of, which are very incommodious for this 
service, will we apprehend be nearly sufficient for the purchase of 
the house which stands on Jiva’s laiid.^ 

On receipt of the above report on the 24tli February 1767 the 
Board order : Read a report from the committee appointed to 
pitcli upon a proper spot for a smiths^ shop and carpenters’ yard, 
and they recommending one at the end of the Bandar warehouse, 
the same is approved. The land paymaster is ordered to enquire 
and report what the house therein mentioned may be purchased 
for, and what the houses now used for a smiths’ shop ma 3 ^ be 
supposed to sell for.'’ 

On receipt of the land paymaster’s report on the 10th March 
1767 the Board direct : The land paymaster reports that the 
house wanted for erecting a smiths’ shop and carpenters^ yard has 
been valued at Rs. 5510. This he is ordered to pay to the owner 
and take possession of the house accordingly, the same having been 
estimated at its utmost value, as is the method practised in all 
cases of this kind, though the owner now delivers a petition which 
is read, desiring to be allowed Rs.’ 7000 for it.® 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation Sth. June 1759, Put. Diary'32 of 1759, 372. 

2 Bom. Clov. Consultation oth Aiig. 1760, Put. Diary 35 of 1760, 592. 

3 Pub. Diary 44 of 1765, 1S4. ^ Pub. Diary 48 of 1767, 153. 

5 Put. Diaiy 48 of 1767, 150. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 10th March 1767, Put. Diary 48 of 1707, 179, 
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Concerning scarcity of timber in 1672 (Nov. -Dec.) the Surat 
CoTineil write to Bombay ; We have considered yonr great want of 
timber on the island by the hindrance of the Portugals not permit- 
ting you the liberty of the pass of Thana without such extraordinary 
customs duties. We have therefore for your present supply hired a 
large boat that hath four guns and 20 men for Rs. 240 and shall lade 
her with those sorts of timber that we have in readiness here and at the 
Swally Marine. Though the charge be great^ yet we consider your 
greater occasions for it and the earnestness you press upon us to send it.^ 

On the 23rd December 1672 the Surat Council write : We are sorry 
your endeavours to supply the island with timber have not yet taken 
effect. We have some at the Swally Marine and more at Gandevi, but 
we cannot procure boats to carry it. We do not sleep in the business^, 
and will supply you one way or other 

In tlie matter of the supply of ehunani and tiles the Surat Council 
write to Bombay^ the 2nd January 1676 : As for the chiinam and tiles, 
we shall endeavour to transport them to you so soon as we can by the 
first conveyance that offers. In the meantime we would have you to 
order all boats that return empty from Broach and Cambay to call 
upon us for their lading and this upon a severe penalty to them who 
do not obey your orders.^ 

A month later, the 8th February 1676, they write : We ha,ve more 
chunam ready for you and shall send it down by the first opportunity, 
and shall order Mr. Reynardson to send the salt boats from Broach 
hither to be laden with chunam bricks and tiles to be provided for them 

On the 17th September 1696, the Bombay Council write to Mr. 
Brabourn and Council : Shells for chunam here are none, but we have 
provided a quantity of stones ready to be sent you by the first 
conveyance of which we make all oixr chunam here.^ 

On the 8tli May 1702, Government order Lieut. Shaw : If you can 
procure chunam at Mdhimfor three and a half larees the khandiy provide 
what you can of it at that price for the Right Honourable Company's 
use ; if less wonT purchase it.^ 

A Consultation, the 10th December 1731, records : There being a 
great want of timber on the island in general and in the Company's 
works in particular for making gun carriages and other services 
absolutely necessary, Panduji Purvoe offers his service to provide a 
sufiieient quantity at the best hand at Gandevi, and requests in order 
thereunto that he may be supplied with Rs, 8000^ which is agreed to.'^ 

Regarding chunam and other building materials, the 26 tli Mai’cli 
1755, the Court write : We absolutely forbid the paymaster, stores- 


^ Surat to Bombay (ISToy.-Dec.) 1672, Surat Pact. Out. L. B. I o£ 1630 - 1G73, 242. 

2 Surat to Bombay 23rcl Dec. 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 1 of 1630 - 1673, 250. 

Surat to Bombay 2nd Jan. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 17. 

Surat to Bom].)ay 8tli Feb. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. B, 2 of 1675-76, 71. Forrest’s 
Homo Serie.s, I. 82. 

Bombay to Worpil. Brabourn and Council 17tb Sept, 1696, Sec. Out. L. Book 5 of 
3694- 1696, 30. 

Bom. Gov. Order to Lieut. ShawStb May 1702, Sec. Out. L. B, 7 of 1699 - 1702, 164, 
‘ Bom* Gov. Consultation lOtb Dec. 1731, Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 174. 
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keeper, or any other of our servants whatsoever, furnishing bricks 
diunaiii timber or any other materials whatsoever on their own 
private accounts directly or indirectly. You are to give all fitting 
encouragement for the importation of all sorts of materials as well 
as for the making bricks by as many different persons as possible, 
and you are with the utmost care to prevent all monopolies 
of materials. You are to give public notice that you will 
receive proposals in writing at Boards to be held for the purpose 
from all persons indifferently (our own servants excepted) who are 
willing to furnish you with materials of all lands for your works,, 
and the person or persons who offer at the lowest rates (provided 
the materials are good) are to be contracted with.^ 

Referring to the above a Consultation, the 23rd September 1755,, 
records : In consequence of the Honourable the Court of Directors^ 
conimands of the 26th March last, it is directed that the Secretary 
is.sue a publication that we will sit on the 3'Odi instant to receive 
proposals from any person or persons willing to contract for deliver- 
ing chunam, bricks, stone, timber, and other materials-, where they 
may be wanted for making the necessary alterations and additions* 
to the works and buildings to be erected." 

Mr. W. Hornby writes to Government on the 29th. April 1760 : 
The Honourable Company's works carrying on require a larger 
quantity of chunam than I can supply them at present. This is 
caused by several private chunam makers selling their chunam 
to private builders at a rate so high as to enable them to pay such 
prices for wood and labourers that unless they are prevented 
making it is impossible to supply the Honourable Company^'s 
works at the usual rate, I therefore request that while the 
Company's works are carrying on no private chunam maker be 
permitted to burn chunam for sale. By this means I shall be able, 
by having all the assistance of labourers which are now employed 
on private kilns, fully to supply the Company's works-,® 

Referring to the above proposal a Consultation, the 29tb April 
1760, records: Read a letter from Mr. William Hornby desixing 
that no private chunam maker maybe permitted to burn chunam 
for sale while the Honourable Company's works are cariying on that 
he be enabled to supply them therewith at the usual rate. 
Resolved that a publication be issued strictly requiring till further 
order, all private chunam makers to supply the Honourable Com- 
paiiy with half of whatever quantity of cliunam they may burn at 
tlie rate of Rs. I f the khandi, being the price that the land, new 
fortification, and dock and pier paymasters are allowed to charge 
and forbidding them to furnish any of this article to any person 
whatever at a higher rate on penalty of forfeiting Rs. 10 for 
eve.ry Miandi, haif for the benefit of the Honourable Company 
and "the remainder to the informer. The Board are very sensible 


^ Court to Bombay 26tli Marcli 1755 paras 89- 91, Bub. Bep. Court’s L, Yol, 4 of 
1752' 1756, 220. Comp, of Standing Ord. VoL 1 of 1715 - 17*21, 161 - 162. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 2:ii’d Sept. 1755, Pub, Diary 28 of 1755, 340. 

^ Tub, Diary 34 of 1760, 331. 
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that the great number of private buildings which have been 
candying on for these five or six years have and do at this time 
very much retard the progress of the public works so necessary for 
the security of the island/ and have much enhanced the price of 
all materials as well as the pay of the artificers and labourers. 
In order to prevent this evil for the future^ till such time as the 
public works are nearer completed, it is resolved that all persons 
whatever on this island be positively .forbid to begin any new 
buildings, but only to complete such as are now begun and to 
rebuild such othei's as may become absolutely necessary to their 
hahitations, the necessity for which other buildings Messrs. Hornby 
and Holford are appointed to judge of and determine.^ 

Referring to the above measure, the I6th April 1702, the Court 
write : When you published an order that the Paymaster should 
be supplied with private chunam and prohibited the proprietors of 
those works from selling but at a certain price, we hope you did 
not forget to take off those restrictions when the necessity ceased. 
Such measures should never he of any continuance. It is a monopoly 
that may bear bard upon the inhabitants which in no shape shall 
we ever suffer.^ 

A Consultation, the 20th September 1760, records : We judge it 
necessary that the respective paymasters be ordered to provide all 
the chunam they can for our Honourable Masters’ service layingbefore 
us an account thereof every three months. Also that the chiiiiam be 
mixed as received to prevent the ill consequences we have hitherto 
experienced of numbers of workmen at times being obliged to 
stand still for want of being sufficiently supplied with this article, 
and the necessity we have been under of making use of it imme- 
diately on its being brought from the kilns though it does not in 
such case cement near so well as when kept for some time after 
being mixed with sand. Besides we shall not feel any great 
inconvenience in the provision of a suitable quantity of this article 
as the amount in money will not run high. Three days later, the 
23rd September 1760, the Board add: For the reasons given in 
our last Consultation which he declares he thinks a very proper 
measure, the principal engineer is directed to pitch on the places 
most proper for having sufficient heaps of chunam made and mixed. 
He is acquainted that if he has more people than he can employ 
on the abovementioned works, he .may permit them to work for 
private people till further order, to prevent their going off the 
island and our losing the benefit of them when they maybe 
wanted.^ 

A Consultation, the 30th July 1768, records : Agreeable to our 
Honourable Masters’ orders a publication must be immediately issued 
forbidding all persons whatever making use of salt limestone for 
making chunam on pain of forfeiting Es. 500, half to the Company 


^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 29tli April 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 322. 

*' Court to Bombay 16th Apl. 1762, Pub, Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 6 of 1762 - 1764, 47. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultations 20tb and 23rd Sepi 1760, Pub, Diary 35 of 1760, 700, 711. 
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and 'balf to tlie informer. Orders imist also be issued to the several 
paymasters positively forbidding the use of this sort of chunain.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16th June 1779 : Permission 
is granted to the inhabitants of Bombay and Mahim on their peti- 
tion to burn such quantities of chunam as they may want for their 
own use. For this they must take out a license in writing. And 
if any person should be detected in selling or in burning chunam 
without license they will be fined Rs. 51)0 for each offence. Of this 
due notice must be given to the inhabitants by publication and the 
proper orders issued to the land and new fortification paymasters 
and the chief of Mahim.” 

On the subject of the difficulty of obtaining building timber 
at Bombay Mr. J. Mace writes to Government on the 17th March 
1761: The difficulties which have come under my observation 
during my residence at Bombay, the loss of time and extraordinary 
charges attending sawyers’ work for the public service and 
the consideration that the Hon. Company will be thereby eased 
of much inconvenience and expense, induce me to propose to your 
Honour erecting at my own expense one or more saw.-milis at such 
places as I may determine on. In return I would ask that an 
exclusive privilege may be granted me for their building and 
working and such other encouragement as shall seem reasonable to 
your Honour. This 1 hope will meet your approbation.^ 

On reading the above proposal, the 17th March 1761, the Board 
direct that fche Secretary acquaint Mr. Mace we approve his design 
and that he may be assured of suitable encouragement, but that 
we desire he will inform us what privileges he expects.'^ 

Mr. Mace thereupon writes, the 23rd March 1761 : I beg leave 
to return your Honour my respectful thanks for your kind appro- 
bation of my proposal and promising encouragement in the execu- 
tion of it under the 17th current and hope the following articles 
will meet yonr concurrence : To grant me the possession and sole 
use of the water from the Breach to its passage into the sea between 
Warli and Mahim wood and so far out towards Mahim river 
as may be necessary. Also the waste ground between the water’s 
edge on each side and the nearest batty bank to it, and that, if 
any bank should lie nearer than convenient, I may be allowed the 
space of 40 feet from high water mark on each side upon paying 
the accustomed rent. In case of any part of the strip belonging 
to an inhabitant I hope your Honour will be pleased to use your 
influence with them to relinquish it to me on the same conditions. 
For, unless proper measures are taken in directing its course, 
the water cannot be made to answer the purpose. Further as 
any alterations to the present Breach Rampart and Sluice Bank at 
Warli may entirely disappoint all my labours and expense I 
will undertake to keep them in proper repair excepting only in 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 30tli July 1768, Pub. Diary 51 of 1768, 4B1. 
3 Pul). Diary 75 of 1779, 514. » Pub. Diary 36 of 1761, 277. 

Bom. Gov. Consultation 17tb Mar. 1761, Pub. Diary 36 of 1761 .271, 
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case a storm or any violence from the sea shall ■ancxpceteclly 
destroy any material part of the Rampart. That you will please 
to grant me the liberty of erecting such buildings contiguous to 
the works as may be necessary, and that such people as may 
engage to work for me in erecting and completing the mills, may 
not be taken from me for any other service unless absolutely 
necessity require them on behalf of the Honourable Company, The 
prices of this work cannot possibly yet ho determined; but as 
it will be my interest to draw thither as much work as possible, 
I am riot ill any doubt of succeeding in that as it will be done 
cheaper than at present and probably liereafter still more so. 
That in consideration of the great expense and trouble attending 
such an undertaking and the apparent advantage which must accrue 
to the Honourable Company and the island from its execution I 
hope your Honour will have no objection to granting me an exclusive 
right and privilege to the prementioned water during the term of 
twenty-five years and that no other person shall be permitted to 
erect any work for the same uses during that time. That after the 
expiration of that time the mills to devolve to the Hon. Company 
upon payment of their prime cost.^ 

Consideration of the above proposal was deferred till the 1st of 
May 1761. A Consultation on that day records : Reperused Mr. 
Mace^s proposals for erecting saw-mills which are agreed to except 
that at the expiration of his lease the mills shall devolve to the Hon. 
Company on such terms as may then be deemed reasonable by 
impartial persons and the Company to have always the preference 
in case of his parting with them before his lease expires. I'lie 
privilege of fishing in the Breach water must also remain upon 
its present footing.^ 

A Consultation, the 25th August 1761, records : Read a letter 
from Mrs. Leonora Mace requesting to be permitted to carry on the 
saw-mills begun by her deceased husband. This is agreed to and 
Messrs. Spencer Holford and Court are appointed a committee to 
examine Mr. Mace^s proposals and to settle the limits of the ground 
and other necessary points with the pro})rietors.^ 

A Consultation, the 27th October 1761, records : The committee 
appointed to inspect the late Mr. Mace's proposals of erecting 
saw-miils now delivering a set of articles with their remarks there- 
on, the same are read and after a few amendments approved and a 
contract ordered to be drawn out and executed agreeable thereto 
with a plan of the work to he annexed.'^ 

The Court approve this measure and on the 16th April 1762 
write: Mr. Mace’s scheme for erecting saw-mills may be very 
useful for our service as well as to the island in general and conse- 
quently deserves your attention. At the same time many difficulties 
appear in carrying the work into execution, particularly in regard 


^ Pub. Diary 36 of 1761, 288 - 289. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 1st May 1761, Pnb. Diary 36 of 1761, 283, SSO. 
^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 25th Aug. 1761, Pub. Diary 37 of 1761, 56*2. 

^ Bom. Gov. Oonsultation 27tli Octi 1761, Pub. Diary 37 of 1761, 707. 
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to the waters of the Breach which by his letter he desires he may 
have the use of from the Breach into the sea. This is a matter 
we cannot be judges of^ and if there is no danger of doing harm 
to the works of the Breach or the sluices of Warli^ we can have 
110 ohjection. It rests with you very maturely to consider of 
tills inatter before you give your consent. We think Mr. Mace^s 
proposal for the Goinpany to take the mills at their prime cost 
after he has worked them for twenty -five years unreasonable^ 
as they must be supposed to be almost totally wore out in so long^ a 
time. We wish he had let os know the difference of the price 
of work between our present method and this that he purposes, 
from which some judgment might have been made how far it 
deserved to be encouraged by us. Upon the whole we can only say 
that in general the scheme meets with our approval. At the same 
time we should be sorry to pay more than what we may be 
supposed to receive an adequate advantage from } 

111 1767 damage from the alleged overflow of the waters of the 
saw-mills formed the subject of a petition to Government. On 
the 22nd September the Board observe : Read a petition from the' 
Ktilambi inhabitants of Maliim and Warli, representing that they 
have sustained very considerable damage by the waters of the 
saw-mills having overflowed their batty grounds, and requesting 
the vereadores and mhataras may be ordered to examine into the 
same. Directed that the Collector and Milhim custom master, witli 
the clerk of the works, vereadores, mhat^ras, and such others as 
they may think proper to take to their assistance, examine the 
same, and report to us how far in their opinion the damage has 
been occasioned by the works of the saw-mills, and in such ease 
•what they deem the Kulam bis entitled to from the proprietors, 
who by the fourth article of their lease are obliged to make good 
the same. ^ : 

On the submission of the committee’s report, at a Consultation on 
the 12th October 1767, the Board direct : Read a report from the 
committee appointed to examine into the merit of the Kulam bis’ 
petition, by which it appears the damage they represent their batty 
grounds sustained has not proceeded from the works of the saw- 
mill, but through the sluices at Warli not having a sufficient vent 
for the water. Ordered therefore the clerk of the works frame a 
calculate of what an additional sluice will cost.^ 

In consequence of orders from the Court to purchase the saw-mill 
at a Consultation, the 10th January 1770, the Bombay Govenirnent 
records ; The executor to the estate of Mr. John Hatfield having, in 
consequence of the permission given him to dispose of the saw-mill 
as he might think proper, issued public notice that he should sell the 
same at public outcry to-morrow, and our Honourable Mastershav- 
ing expressed a desire to have the same purchased on their account, 


^ Court to Bombay 16tli April 1762 para 86, Fab. Bep. Court’s Letters Vol. 6 of 
1762- 1764, 42-43. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 22nil Sept. 1767, Pub. Diary 49 of 1707, .528. 

3 Bom. Gov, Consultation IStli Oct. 1767, Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 558. 
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the clerk of the works is now called in and asked how much 
timber in his opinion tlie mill will cut in order to enable us to 
judge of the real value of the mill. He declares that by the exactest 
calculation he thinks in the course of one springtide it will cut about 
2000 covits^ and by remedying some defects which he points out, 
and which we have reason to believe may be done by a millwright 
come out as a recruit upon the Prince of Wales whom the President 
sent this morning to examine into its. construction, he is of opinion it 
may be made to cut double that quantity with tlie present number 
of saws, and by adding two^ which the work will admit of, it will 
cut lOOOcovits more which makes on the whole 10,000 covits 
a month, this at the rate of Rs. 3 the 100 covits amounts to 
Rs. 300 a month, while the charge of servants’ wages and repairs 
will not exceed Rs. 100 a month, so that allowing the mill to cost 
Rs. 20,000, the interest of which is Rs. 150 a month, it will 
evidently answer. Exclusive of this there is reason to think, by 
opening another sluice or two, the mill maybe made to work with the 
back water and consequently will cut double the quantity of timber 
and a still greater advantage will accrue to our Honourable Masters 
by charging all private timber at the rate of Rs. 4 the 100 covits. 
Resolved therefore on maturely considering all these circumstances 
that the land paymaster be empowered to purchase the mill for 
our Honourable Masters provided it does not exceed Rs. 30,000.^ 

On the nth January 1770, the land paymaster reports : Agreeable 
to your orders I have purchased the saw-mills for Rs, 20,050 and 
have taken charge thereof with stores as per inventory enclosed.^ 

Thereupon the Bombay Council record, 2nd February 1770 : 
Read a letter from the land paymaster enclosing an inventory of 
stores belonging to the saw-mill which he has purchased for our 
Honourable Masters for the sum of Rs. 20,050, Resolved that the 
saw-mill be put under the charge of the M?ihim custom master who 
must be permitted to charge half a rupee for 100 covits on all private 
timber which may be sawed as a compensation for the trouble this 
additional charge will subject him to and to encourage him to pay 
a strict attention to the duty.^ 

This purchase was approved by the Court, who on the 2oth 
April 1771 write : We are pleased to find by your letter of 26th 
April 1770 that you had anticipated our orders for the purchase of 
the saw-mill and hope the improvements you purposed to make to it 
will be attended with the advantages expected to be derived there- 
from to the Company. You are hereby directed not to suffer any 
timber belonging to private persons to be sawed at this mill until 
there shall have been saved for the Company a quantity equal to 
one year’s demand for the use of the marine yarcl.'^ 


^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 10th Jan. 1770, Puh, Dimy 5B of 1770, 57-68. The 
original has 2000 in letters and figures. 1000 is required to agree with the total 
monthly outturn of 10,000. Tub. Dep, Letters to the Court Vol. 17 of 1770, 34 - 35. 

2 Pub. Diaiy 65 of 1770, 109. 

'5 Bom. Cov. Consultation 2nd Feb. 1770^ Puh. Diary 56 of 1770, 91, 

^ Court to Bombay 25th April 1771 paras 92- 93, Pah. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 8 of 
1769".T77L 276. 
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In spite of the caution exercised by Government before its pur- 
chase the saw-mill on its transfer to them seems to have proved 
an unprofitable bargain. On the 14th April 1772 the Mahim 
custom master writes : I duly received the paragraphs of the 
Honourable Company’s commands of the 25th April last relative to 
the saw-mill at Warli. lam sorry to acquaint you that in its 
present state the mill never can produce the advantages our Masters 
seem to expect from it. On the contrary some part of the machinery 
is so improperly constructed that it will barely cut plank sufficient to 
defray the expense of working it^ far less pay the charge and the 
interest of the purchase money. As therefore the mill^ unless its 
defects can be remedied, must be a dead loss to the Honourable Com- 
pany, I thought proper to consult Mr. John Kellie thereon, who, 
having actually surveyed it, has given me his sentiments of it in writ- 
ing. These I now take the liberty to enclose to your Honour and to 
submit to you the propriety of making the alterations he proposes. 
Should you concur therein I shall desire Mr. Kellie to finish the 
model he mentions when an exact estimate of the expense may be 
framed and laid before yon that no time may be lost in carrying 
the same into execution. But as that cannot be done duriug the 
Britanma^s stay here, it will be necessary your Honour should 
detain Mr. Kellie to superintend the work and order the machine 
he mentions for turning iron to be landed which may afterwards 
be forwarded to Balambangan in Borneo.^ 

Mr. Kellie^s letter to the Mahim custom master, dated 12th 
April 1772, referred to above, runs: At your request I have 
inspected the Warli saw-mill. My observations on it are as 
follows. The whole construction of the machinery is upon such 
false and heavy principles and the powers of the great wheel are so 
inadequate to givingthe machinery a proper motion that I rather won- 
der, with only the simple pressure of the back water, that it works at 
all than that it does not work faster. I am therefore of opinion 
that the machinery should be constructed on an entire new plan of 
which, if it will give any satisfaction to you, I can soon make a 
model for your inspection. One main improvement that might be 
made is the enabling the mill to work with the flux than which 
nothing seems to me more easy or simple. The reason I imagine 
why it was not done before, is that the gentlemen who built the 
mill had no idea of constructing a number of chariots so contrived 
as to move with the reverse motion of the wheel. This might 
easily be effected as I shall demonstrate to you in the model. 
Besides this additional execution the mill might be made to take in 
its timbers and discharge the plank which would be much quicker 
than the present method of performing the first operation, namely 
by a capstan, and besides would be a saving of the wages that must 
be paid to the men at the bars. The mill when completed would in 
England require the attendance of only one man and a boy. Upon 
the whole it appears to me that instead of five saws which 
at present work heavily only in the reflux, 20 saws might be 


^ Pub. Diary CO of 1772, 405. 
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made to do good execution in both tides and cut the timbers 
much more even and smoother than men can do. On considering 
how much timber iron and brass work, and carpenter’s wages, will 
be necessary and estimating them at what I can learn is the cost 
of those articles here, I imagine the whole expense of this 
alteration cannot exceed Es. 3600. It appears also to me that the 
mill might be made to work in the neaptides. In case it should be 
determined to make the alterations I have mentioned I think it 
will be indispensably necessary to retain one Graham, the armourer 
of the Britannia^ as he perf ectly understands that species of smith's 
work which is requisite for mills unless there are any Europeans 
who have also that knowledge. The country smiths, I am con- 
vinced by a small trial of them in some work for the wind-mill, 
are wholly unequal to the work. There is also a small macliiiie 
on board the Britannia for turning iron. Mr. Dalrymple had it 
made in case a saw-mill might be thought necessary at Balamban- 
gan. But as such an expensive work will hardly be set on foot for 
some years, I imagine the turner might be spared.^ 

Thereupon a Consultation, the 14th April 1772, records : Eead 
a letter from the Mdhim custom master on the subject of the saw- 
mill at Warli and enclosing one to him from Mr. Kellie, sent by our 
Honourable Employers for Balambangan, proposing sundry improve- 
ments to be made in the mill, the expense of which he represents 
to amount to about Es. 3600. As it appears to us the improve- 
ments proposed will be attended with considerable advantages and 
the expense of these alterations but small in comparison thereto, 
it is agreed they be directed to be carried into execution. Mr. 
Kellie must for the present be detained here to superintend this 
necessary work and proceed by a future opportunity to Balamban- 
gan. The machine mentioned in Mr. Kellie^s letter for turning of 
iron must be landed from the Britannia as it is wanted for this 
seiviQQ and can be of no immediate use at Balambangan.^ 

A Consultation, the 18th February 1774, records : Eead a letter 
from Mr. Williams, enclosed in that from Tellicherry and accom- 
panying a model which has been received for a powder and saw- 
mill. Upon this it is necessary only to remark that it cannot be 
of the least use in assisting to complete the saw-mill at Warli, as 
the construction is entirely different in every respect.^ 

On the 27th May 1779 the Court write : Among the 25 artificers 
whom Mr. Witman has succeeded in entertaining, and who take 
passage on the ships of this season, several it is conjectured may be 
found qualified to complete the saw-mill at Warli.^ 


^ Pub, Diary 60 of 1772, 405 - 407. 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation Mth April 1772, Pub. Diary 60 of 1772, 393. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 18tb Peb. 1774, Pub. Diary 64 of 1774, 81. 

^ Court to Bombay 27th May 1779 para 26, Pub. Dep. Courtis L.Vol. 10 of 1778- 1783, 
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Section VI. 

SmFS, Docks, Light-Houses. 

On the 2 Srd April 1672 in reply to a Bombay letter the Surat 
Council write : You say you cannot buy a frigate at Bassein nor 
build one at KalyaUj, and therefore desire order to build a shihar 
with a deck. We had rather, if possible, you could procure timber 
and build a small fFriggott with an English head though less than 
the Hunter, For the better effecting of this we have sent you 
down an English carpenter by the Hunter, If that cannot be, 
then we give leave that you build a substantial large shihar who 
may be capable of doing the Company good service both against 
Malabars,as also in the loading and unloading of ships and vessels/ 

Two months later, the 21st June 1672, the Surat Council write 
to Bombay ; Kharsed the carpenter has been with us about the 
dimensions of the frigate building for the island. We undex^stand 
her to be built Pink fashion, like to that of the King's built last 
year and of the same dimensions, namely coveds 30 long, 7^ broad 
by the beam, in the floor, and 2 4 depth in hold. The King's 
fFriggott carries 75 ton in hold. Now if your Honours will admit 
of half a coved more in breadth and half a coved in depth she will 
carry 100 tons in hold, and so may be the more serviceable to the 
Honourable Company, and this he says will be no hindrance to her 
sailing.^ 

Two weeks later, the 9th July 1672, the Surat Council write ; 
We fear we shall be greatly incommoded in the building the fiugate ; 
for they have taken away some of our timber to stop up the passage 
within the walls of the river that none can now pass that way nor 
our carpenters but by water/ 

Ten days later, the 20th July 1672, they add: We ordered 
Kharsed to proceed in building the frigate and making her half 
a coved more in breadth and the like in the depth, more than at 
first ordered.^ 

Three weeks later, the 14th August 1672, they further write 
We have been in great streight for want of timber. Boats were 
sent to Gandevi a fortnight since, but not yet returned ; one of them 
was lost going. This hindrance hath frustrated our expectation, of 
launching the frigate so timely as we thought.® 

On the 24th August 1686, the Bombay Council write to Surat :: 
If the London or any other ship go to the Malabd-r Coast and return 


^ Surat to Bombay 23rd April 1673, Surat Fact* Out, Ii. Bvl of 1630 -1673, 256. 
Forrest’s Home Series, I. 62, , . ^ 

. 2 Surat to Bombay 21st June 1673, Surat Fact. Out. p** B* 1 1^^^ “ 1^73, 272, 

Forrest’s Home Series, I. 67-68. Govid (written also covit or covet and coyeed or 
coved) is probably an Indo- Portuguese form of the Portuguese covado a cubit or ell. 
The Surat lesser covid is 27 inches English and the greater covid is 36 inches^ 
Hobson-Jobson, 207. ^ 

® Surat to Bombay 9th July 1672, Surat Fact* Out. L. B. 1 of 1630 - 1763, 278. 

^ Surat to Bombay 20th July 1672, Surat Fact. Out, L. B. 1 of 1630 - 1673, 279. 
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back to these parts^ we pray your Excellency to order the Eight 
Honourable Company’s factors at Calicut or Karw^r to send up in 
each ship a portion of large timber and plank which is much wanted 
here. The Europe ships have taken up all the timber on the island, 
and we are much streightened for timber for the Fanlcon mho is in an 
ill condition^ but the Deputy Governor, who is a man well shilled in 
shipping, hopes to see her made a sound ship and fit for a home- 
ward voyage.^ 

A Consultation, the 31st May 1734, records: The President 
observes to the gentlemen of the Board that iho Fort St, George 
galley is already condemned as unfit for further service and the 
Bombay is in as had a condition. The Britannia grab having been 
two seasons in Persia will require a thorough repair before she 
can go to sea. So that we can hope for little service from her till 
the month of January, Through these incidents our marine force 
is considerably diminished at a time that the common enemy 
Angria has greatly increased his having his whole fleet now at 
Glieria, consisting of 13 grabs and 30 galivats. And as he is but 
too well acquainted with our circumstances, in spite of all our 
endeavours to prevent it, it is to be feared he will be out earlier 
than usual the next fair season with his whole fleet trusting to the 
superiority of his numbers and may greatly distress the trade of 
this coast and port. The President then desires the opinion of the 
Board whether we ought to make any addition to the number of 
our cruizers. He lays before them an estimate of the charges of 
building a new grab as near the model of the Victoria as possible, 
but something larger to carry 20 guns on one deck besides her 
prow guns, length by the keel 85 feet and breadth 28. This 
Mr. Eoach, the master builder, computes will cost Es. 17,421, and 
may be got ready for the sea in five months. Taking the same into 
consideration, we are sensible that such a vessel cannot be fitted to 
sea for less than Es. 35,000, which is a very large sum. Our 
Honourable Masters write us that they had some thoughts of sending 
ns two more galleys but declined it through the little encouragement 
they met with from their India trade. Indeed the same objection 
lies against our putting them to any additional expense, were not 
the thing in our opinion absolutely necessary to preserve the 
little trade that remains on this side of India that seems to be in 
no small danger from the aspiring views of Angria, who in conjunc- 
tion with the Shdhu Eaja has made a hold push for conquering all 
the Sidi’s country and thereby rendering himself master of all the 
sea coast and ports from hence to Goa southward. In this we may 
without vanity say he had not miscarried this last season but 
through the timely and repeated assistance given the Sidis from 
this Government by which means they have been enabled hitherto 
to keep possession of Edjpuri, Anjanvel, and Govalkot. Experi- 
ence has convinced us that vessels built here of teak timber and 
according to the manner of Surat rahit work are far more durable 
and proper for the climate than any that can be sent from Europe. 


^ Bombay to Surat 24tli Aug, 1686, Sec. Out. L. B, 4 of 1677 - 1087, 11. 
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The Victoria still continues &Tm and good, sails better thaii any 
of the galleys, and is a greater terror to the enemy than any two of 
the other crnizers. This has chiefly encoux^aged us to think of 
building another grab as near as possible of her model and dimen- 
sions, since an addition to our marine force is esteemed absolutely 
necessary, considering our situation and present circumstances and 
that we have little reason to expect any reinforcement of such 
ships from England speedily. The ships’ company of the Bonihatj 
and Fort 8t. George will sufficiently man the new grab and with 
due care we may have the use of her early in December. Agreed 
therefore that we give orders for setting immediately about build- 
ing of a new grab with the greatest frugality and economy, which 
we hope the necessity of the thing will sufficiently justify us Jn to 
our Honourable Employers. Directed that a sufficient quantity of 
crooked timber and plank be provided and set apart for this 
purpose. That what iron may be wanting be delivered out of the 
Honourable Company’s warehouse, and all other stores from the 
general storekeeper at pinme cost, and that the marine paymaster 
keep a particular head on his books of the expense of building and 
fitting this vessel to be carried when finished from the marine 
books to the head of ships and vessels on the general books.-^ 

Two years later a Consultation, the 4th June 1736, records : We 
are but too sensible of the necessity we ai^e under of augmenting 
our marine force to doubt our Honourable Masters’ consent and 
approval thereof. It is therefore unanimously agreed that a 
new grab of the dimensions before specified (84 j feet in length by 
the keel and a proportionable breadth being somewhat larger than 
the Victoria) be immediately set about; and directed that the iron 
from the warehouse and all necessaries from the stores for that 
service be charged at the prime cost,^ 

Five years later, the 20th November 1741, a Consultation 
records : As the frequent intercourse of letters with the coast 
settlements as well as communicating any occasional advices to our 
fleet while on cruizing service is of the utmost importance and can 
be maintained only by means of small light boats who both sail 
and row well, so we have hitherto been obliged to make use of such 
as would best answer from among those belonging to our inhabit- 
ants. But they have shown an averseness from the extraordinary 
risk that attends that service and esteem it an hardship as they 
propose greater advantages by employing their boats in trade to the 
adjacent rivers. Considering this, and the hii^e commonly paid for 
these boats, we believe our Honourable Masters will be gainers in 
the end by building proper ones on their own account as well as the 
murmurs of our people be removed. It is agreed to order three 
small boats to be built, the master carpenter making enquiry 
which of those belonging to the place are esteemed the best for 
going ; and make them as near as possible to the same dimensions. 
The superintendent of the marine being directed to see they be 
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finislied with all expedition and the utmost frugality obserred in 
.the expense.^ 

Adverting to the above resolution of the Board, two weeks later, 
the 4th December 1741, the marine superintendent reports a want 
of timber for these vessels* On this the Board observe: The 
superintendent of the marine represents a want of timber for carrying 
on the ship agreed to be built as also the boats for the service of 
Madras, and other works now on hand. The timber merchants are 
called in and at length agreed with for the sorts and quantities 
expressed in their respective contracts as entered hereafter, the terms 
and conditions whereof will fully appear on reference being had 
hereto^ : 

I Bhikha Eatanji Parsi inhabitant of the Gujarat country do by 
these presents declare that I have contracted with the Honourable 
Stephen Law Esq. President and Governor, and Council of Bombay, 
for the following sorts of timber in the manner hereafter inserted 
and oblige myself to a punctual oompliance therewith, namely : 

(1) Siiateer large 5 pieces of 10 coyets each at Es. 11| the covet* 

(2) Odaney large 333 covets at Rs. 6-| the covet. 

(3) Ditto for beams 33 covets at Es. the covet. 

(4) Venaw large 167 covets at Rs. the covet. 

(5) Toliia large 34 covets at Es. 4| the covet. 

(6) Crooked timber for harpiiisaiid fattooks (timbers raised over 

the keel) 233 covets at Es. 4i the covet. 

(7) Knees large 66 pieces at Es. 55 the corge. 

(8) Babli for crutches three pieces. 

(9) Ditto for large blocks three pieces. 

The above sorts of timber I engage shall be in readiness for 
embarking at Gandevi in all the month of February ensuing and 
from thence to be brought to Bombay on my account and risk, 
the said President and Council furnishing the usual convoy or 
giving me timely notice if that should prov»e to them impracticable. 
And 1 am to be supplied with such sums of money as I may require 
to be discounted on delivery of the timber aforesaid which if not 
of the largest and best sorts procurable, I thereby oblige myself to 
forfeit unto the said President and Council the sum of Es, 1000, 
Eupji Dhanji being my security for the amount that may he 
advanced, i am to pay three per cent duty on the value thereof ; 
and in order that the timber may be without exception, the said 
President and Council may appoint a proper person to inspect it at 
Gandevi previous to embai'king ; and moreover may reject when it 
shall arrive at Bombay, whatever part is not thought by them to 
be good and fit for their use. And for the sum advanced me and 
for which timber is not delivered, I oblige myself to pay the usual 
interest of nine per cent, the sum to be instantly satisfied. In 
testimony of all which I the contractor (Bhikha Ratanji) and Rupji 
Dhanji as the security do hereunto set our hands and seals in 
Bombay the 5th day of December 1741. Barjor Limji and 


^ Bom. Gov, Oonsultation 20th Nov. 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 174041, 401-462, 
® Bom. Gov. Consultation 4th Dec. 1741, Bub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 4S5. 
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Nanabhdi Nasarv^ii have signed separate contracts of the same 
tenonr and date. For the performance of the former Rnpji Dhanji 
is security and for the latter Vithaldas Keshavr^m.^ 

Two months later, the 4th February 1742, a Consultation 
records : Eead a petition from Lavji. our present master carpenter 
setting forth his having been employed here from the year 1736 
being prevailed on by Mr. Braddy 11 when supervisor at Surat to 
remove hither. Though hitherto his family has continued in Surat, 
lie is now desirous they should come to him. That in order to 
provide an habitation he had actually begun erecting a good house 
but to complete it a sum of Es. 1000 would be required’. This he 
requested might be lent him promising it would be paid within a 
reasonable term of years. The Board tabing into consideration the 
merit of the petitioner, who in the several vessels he has been 
employed upon has given proof of abilities greater than any 
other of the profession, and since showing the favour desired will 
be an excitement to his diligence and care, besides the tie of fidelity 
to us while his family remain under our government, therefore the 
Board unanimously agree to the loan of Rs. 1000 to be received 
again within the term of seven or eight years and the treasury is 
directed to pay that sum to Lavji. ^ 

Two years later, the 20th March 1744, the Court write to 
Bombay : We acquiesce in the building of two boats for those 
necessary purposes the landing of goods and sending express to 
the coast settlements.^ 

Seven years later, the 1st February 1751, a Consultation records : 
That we have no proper vessel to carry oflF a pilot in any weather 
to any ship which may be in distress was proved last year when 
the Wcm^en anchored off the island where she was obliged to 
lay some days in great distress till the weather moderated and one 
of the water boats could he got ready. It is therefore resolved 
that a proper vessel of about 30 tons burthen be built for that 
and other services, and that next Council day the marine paymaster 
lay before the Board an estimate of her cost.^ 

Within two weeks, the 12th February 1751, the required 
estimate w^as submitted when the Board order : The marine 
paymaster now lays before the Board an estimate of the cost to 
build a pilot sloop agreeable to order of Council the 1st instant, 
amounting to Bs. 4300, This he is directed to get finished 
accordingly.® 

In the following year (1752) Government ordered Mr. S. Hough, 
the master attendant, to examine the state of the Company's small 
vessels and report. On the 14th July 1752 he writes : Agreeable 
to your Honour’s orders, I have truly examined the state of the 
Hon’ble Company bs small vessels, and find it as follows. Of the 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 4tli Dec. 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 174041^ 488-489, 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 4tli Feb. 1743, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 76 - 77. 

^ Court to Bombay 20th March 1744 para 14, Pub^Dep. Court’s Betters Vol. 3 of 
1742 - 1751, 63. Bom. Gov. Consultation 1st Feb. 1751, Pub, Diary 24 of 1751, 37. 

® Bom. Gov, Consultation 12th Feb, 1761, Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 4§. 
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largest of the two prahms the bottom and keel are entirely gone. 
To repair them would cost more than to build a small sloop^ 
and even were she repaired, her build makes her useless unless 
in our own river. The other may for a small charge befitted 
up on occasion so as to be serviceable in any river or against 
batteries^ but owing to her build she will never be fit for sea 
service. Of the three galivats the Shark is employed at Tellicherry. 
The Tyger I find so much out of repair that her bottom must be 
new nailed and sheathed, and many timbers put into her before 
she can be of any use. Only the Dolphin is fit for service. Your 
Honour likewise directed me to make an estimate of what it would 
cost to repair the Dispatch boat so as to make her fit for a small 
cruker on occasion, and to build two small galivats like that lately 
belonging to Mr. Lambe. The Dispatch boat’s bottom is very much 
out of repair which must be done to make her serviceable as a 
luggage boat, and the extraordinary expense to fit her for a cruizer 
with a cabin and close quarters, will be about Es. 1000 exclusive 
of what guns and stores may be put on board her. To build two 
small galivats like that of Mr. Lambe’s will cost about Es. 1300 
each and would be extremely serviceable in the northern convoy.^ 

Eeferring to the above report a Consultation, the 14th July 
1752, records: Agreeable to an order from the President to the 
master attendant to lay before the Board the present state of our 
small craft it is now delivered in and read. By this it appears 
that the number of small craft is much less than that allowed by 
the Honourable Company in their last regulations and vastly 
inferior to the several services required, more especially for 
convoying the trade to and from the northward and cruizing about 
the harbour in shoal water, numbers of vessels being taken last 
season in sight of the port. It is therefore apparently necessary 
and incumbeHt for protecting the trade to make an addition to 
our small craft and the more so as one of the galivats is employed 
at Tellicherry and only one here is fit for service. A small galivat 
being ofifered to sale, it is agreed to purchase her as she is almost 
new, in good condition, and cheaper than any we can build of that 
size being offered for Es. 670. It is likewise agreed to build two 
other galivats of the same dimensions as the expense will be about 
Es. 1300 each j and it is found from experience they are extremely 
serviceable to the northward by convoying the trade in and out of 
the rivers, which the large ones cannot from their draught of water.^ 

Later in the same year (1752) the Bombay Government 
received a letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 4th March 
1752, in which they write: As we before advised you we have 
built the two undermentioned ships for the service of your presi- 
dency, namely the Francis Oheyne, 580 tons 150 men 40 

guns ; and the William James, 300 tons 90 men 20 guns,^ 


^ Pub. Diary 25 of 1762, 234 -235. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 14tli July 1752, Pub. Diary 25 of 1752, 232-233. 

^ Court to Bombay 4tb March 1752 para 6, Pub. Dep, Court’s Letters Vol. 4 of 
1752 - 1756,, 2. . 
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Outlie hL behaved in that station 

informed that Lavji our ship thought proper as a 

with great industry ^ide ty wejiave tUou. 

token of our regard to send a s which you are to present 

by our Superintendent/ Captain Hough 

to him as likewise with a shawl in our name. 

.1 1/1 fAv bnildino’ ships a Consultation, the 

Eegardmg timber wanted for 

15th October 1754, As the 

Board an indent for timber ^ ^leased to order us to set about 
Honourable Company have , , • ^ the Superintendent 

establishing a fleet accordmg^to ^ ^^ores 

is directed to make proper enqi y requisite or this purpose, 

ajd al» to lay tl.o .ee. 
„£ the sKp to cm-y ® g“,ecorde : The nwioe 

A Consultation, the 2i.nc y indent for 2450 covits of 

paymaster lays ensuin<r year and the merchants 

ti.ob.v o£ sotts prices »h:ch are deened 

“S“e«/ 1“ ‘a contract be accordingly entered into 

with them, namely^ * 


For Shateer at Ks. ^3 the covit. 
Oclaney 
Veraw 


For Tollia 4| the covit. 

,, Crooked 4| ,» 

Surat Kores 130 for 76. 


A Consultation, the f oftmiber being wanted for 
paymaster represents ^bat a a ^ tendered him at the following 
L nse o£ 1» offiee, be bes W » „„t„„,t for the same 

ISn^ tbraSrTt'esm-veyedby the proper offleers previen. 

to its being accepted.-^ 


Shateer, covits 300 at Ea. 14 
Dhimbrey ,, 200 „ 10 

Odaiiey „ 200 „ U 

Veraw „ 200 „ H 

Tollia „ 1^0 >> 


Es. 4200 
„ 2000 
„ 1450 
„ 1250 
525 


Total Ba. 9425 

On the 18tb March 1788.^“ Ira^peS'^'absSnt’eir" 
stock ot timber, fto ,^1 „£ 'L,„ned timber shonldbe 

sary for oiir mteiest tha j rises we recommend it to 

always on hand for the ^ None of this timber shall 

you topontraet foi ^t ^^^P ^ extraordinary occasions. 

tefie^apffi -t^Lnttu^LSjfy^ S-1 

Shr^dt'to'rLerest. Om: timber m^t be deposited in fte 


. o,wt t. 5th April 1754 p.» 55, Pah. lisp. 0»rt'. leUsr. Vsl. 4 .< 

772-1750,142. iKs-i nab 17.54 Pub. Diary 27 of 1754, 288. 

: Sr £ aS“S 4*“ J 1755, M. K.-, « .1 1755, 579.531. 

4 Public Diary 48 of 176T, 8o. 
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niaiiiie yard , or some other place ' separate' from wiiat may belong to 
priyate persons.^ ' ■ 

■ Three years later they again' write:/ As it is essentially necessary 
that a large stock of timber should be constantly kept tip for the service 
of oxir marine, that the vessels may he built and repaired with 
seasoned timber, we strongly recommend this object to your attention. 
We hereby positively order and direct that the Companyks timber be 
used in buiklmg and repairing our ernizers only, and on no pi'etenco 
whatever be applied to the service of private vessels.” 

For providing luggage boats, a Consultation of. the 3rd August 
1763 records: The service being much distressed for luggage boats 
it is agreed to build six, three with and three without decks. But as 
from the number of vessels now building in the marine }’-ard they 
cannot possibly be completed here, and as we understand tliey may 
contracted for at Surat and Gandevi upon elieaper terms tlia.ii ' tve 
could construct them here, tire Chief and Oouiieil at Surat must be 
directed to issue public notice that we will receive sealed proposals 
from any persons desirous for eontraetiiig for the same on Tuesday 
the 23rd instant, the boats to be construeted upon the plan and of the 
dimensions to be delivered in by the Superintendent.^ 

As in spite of this notice no proposals were received, a Consultation of 
the 2nd September 1768 records : , As no proposals have been received 
for timber or luggage boats either at Surat or at this jilace, it is 
agreed to order the Chief and Council to purchase six of the latter 
as near the dimensions of those we %vant as possible but not to 
be above two years old. If none are to be purchased they must 
in such case cause six to be built exactly agreeable to the dimensions 
we sent them upon the cheapest terms and to be completed as soon as 
possible.^ 

In approving the eiieonragement given by the Bombay Government 
to ship-bnilding the Court write, the 5th April 1776 : We approve 
your increasing the pay of the two sons of the late Lavji Wadia. 
We shall send the eldest who has succeeded his father as master builder 
a silver rule which you are to present to him together with a shawl in 
our name with the same formality as was before observed to his father, 
in order to encourage him to behave with diligence and fidelity. If the 
rule cannot be got ready to go by these ships, it shall be sent by the 
next opportunity.^ - 

At a Consultation, the 13th August 1776, the follotving estimate 
of the expense of rebuilding the Britannia was laid before the Board : 
Estimate of the charges to build a ship of the following dimensions, 
namely® : 


^ Court to Bombay IStb Marcli 1768 para 37, Pub. Pep. Court’s L. Vol. 7 of 1765- 
1768, 310. Comp, of Standing Ord. Yol. 2 of 1769 - 17SS, 99. 

2 Court to Bombay 25th April 1771 para 94, Pub. Pep. Court’s L. Vol. 8 of 1769- 
1771, 275. Comp, of Standing Ord* Yol. 2 of 1759 - 178S, 101. 

2 Bom. G-ov. Consultation 3rd Aug. 1768, Public Piary 51 of 1768, 435. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation 2nd Sept. 1768, Public Piary 51 of 1768, 495. 

5 Court to Bombay 5th Apl. 1776, Pub. Pep. Court’s L. Yol, 9 of 1772 - 1777, 275« 
«Pub. Diary 70 of 1776, 643 - 644, 
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Dimension, 


Ft. ; 

In. 
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Ijengtl-i of keel as per country measurement. 

,, ,,, 

121 

0 

Trade. 

Breadth of beam 


34 

0 

Depth in hold from skin to skin 

»• • « • 

16 

3 

Ship Building 

Do. in wale ... ... 


IS 

6 

Charges, 

Height between decks from plank to plank 


6 

0 

1776. 

Do. of spar deck ... 

.. ... 

6 

6 


Do, of waist ... 

Charqts, 

Timber ... ■ 

Wrought iron 

Workmanship 

Petty stores ... ... 

es. 

.. 48,000 

.. 15,000 

.. 27,000 
.. 11,000 

1,01,000 

1 

0 



From fcliis may be deducted for the materials 
of the old hull which will serve hi the new 
one about ... ... ... 15,000 

86,000 

liar iron toprails^ qnartor irons^ gmmel irons, stantions, and pumps, 
will also serve again and lier whole kentledge (ballast) as from 
Europe: 


OuffiL Rs. 

Masts ... ... ... ... 6000 

Cordage ... ... ... ... 2000 

Sails ... ... ... V.. 4000 

Cables two 18-inch, weight 162, at Bs. 21 per cwt. ... 4050 
Anchor, weight 16, at lls. 14 per cwt. ... ... 226 

Boat, six-oar ... ... ... ... 500 

16,776 


Total ... 1,02,776 

Referring to the above a Oonsiiltation of the 13th August 1776 
records : The Provisional Superintendent lays before the Board an 
estimate of the cliarges of rebuilding the Britannia by which it appears 
that after allowing for her old materials and stores the expense will 
amount to Rs. 1,02,776. It being now considered whether it would 
be most for the Honourable Company's interest to rebuild or sell her 
for the most she will bring, it is resolved after mature deliberation to 
adopt the former measure as in every respect most for their advantage, 
and then to despatch her to Bengal to be disposed of there as the 
Governor General and Council may think proper. At any rate our 
Honourable Masters cannot possibly sustain any loss by this resolution, 
as a freight of cotton to Bengal on such a ship as the Britannia will 
produce a very considerable sum. If the gentlemen there should be 
ill want of tonnage and think fit to despatch her to England, the 
freight alone will much more than repay the expense of rebuilding her 
exclusive of what she may afterwards sell for. Should it even be 
found expedient to dispose of her at Bengal, we doubt not but it may 
be done to advantage. The rebuilding being therefore resolved on, 
the ship must be finished with all possible expedition, and the Honour- 
able Company and the Governor General and Council advised of our 
intention.-*- 

On the 25th September 1778, the marine paymaster reports: 
Agreeable to your later commands I have contracted with Nathu 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation IStli Aug. 1776, Pub. Diary 70 of 1776, 636 - 636. 
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Limji, Barjor Limji, Rustam Bhikaji, and NdnabMi Karsanji 
for 4450 eovits of tlie undermentioned sorts of Gandevi timber and 
15 Gorges of knees for the marine service part to be delivered in 
November and the remainder in February next. I am sorry to acquaint 
your Honour that notwithstanding niy utmost endeavours I could 
not prevail on them to accept less than the prices allowed them in 
1776 as they alleged they could not afford it^ namely.* 

Sliateer at Es. ISJ tbe covit. Tollia at Rs. 5-| the covit. 

Odaiiey „ „ 8| do. Crooked „ „ 5| do. 

VeiTOw ,5 „ 7i do. Knees „ „ 50 the corge. 

The merchants have as usnal executed contracts for the delivery of 
the timber conformable to my address of the 8th June last.^ 

On receipt of the above the Board observe, the 7th October 1778: 
The marine paymaster reports by letter that agreeable to our orders 
under the 26th August he has contracted for the timber wanted in 
his department at the same prices as given in 1776, which were the 
lowest terms procurable.^ 

Regarding the want of a dry dock, the 29th December 1686, the 
Bombay Council write to the Company : A dry dock for the refitting 
of ships will be of great use here and may be easily made. This the 
Deputy Governor Sir John Wyhorne does believe may be of great use 
and profit to your Honours, and indeed so it must be ; for all ships 
in these seas when they know of a dock where they may lie dry 
securely, will come to clean and re23air their ships. The ship Faidcoii 
had not left her bones here had there been a dock. Sir J ohn Wyborne 
has wrote to the Captain General about it. We do not know what 
the event of this matter may be and therefore can only say it will be a 
necessary profitable work when done.^ 

In their letter to Bombay, the 17th April 1711, after mentioning 
the advantage of a dock the Court of Directors add : In ho|)es 
that one time or other it would be done we would have you consider 
of it and where you might best make it completely good and fit to 
take in one or rather two ships and let us know it with your opinion 
thereupon for our final decision. We are not willing you should have 
too much work upon your hands at once, hut would rather see the 
most necessary first concluded. Still we believe it would be a great 
benefit to the owners, and us, that their ships should be new cleaned 
and graved before they return for Europe, as it would contribute to 
the shortening their passage, and, by the better coming at any defects 
in the hull, would preserve their cargoes from damage.^ 

A Consultation, the 3rd J anuary 17 49, records : We consider that a 
dry dock at this place capable of receiving a ship of 50 guns would 
be extremely useful for cleaning or repairing ships belonging to the 
Honourable Oonipany or private traders and would thereby bring many 
advantages to the island particularly in respect to trade and most 


J Pub. Diary 74 of 1778, 717. ^ Diary 74 of 1773, 705. 

^ Bombay to Court ‘29tb Dee. 1686, Sec. Out. L, B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 41. Forrest’s 
Home Series, I. 149. 

^ Court to Bombay 17tb April 1711 para 70, Comp, of Standing Orel. Vol. 1 of 1715* 
1721, '146;. 146. ■ ■■■ . 
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branelies o£ tlie revenues. Also that the charge, by computation not 
exceeding Us. 5000, would be soon reimbursed by collecting a duty 
on all ships that make use of the dock. It is therefore agreed that 
the same be undertaken on the Honourable Company’s account, 
borrowing money of the bank for the amount for which a distinct head 
is to be ke23t on the general book. Directed therefore that such timber 
and plank as may be wanted for the gates of the dock be indented for 
to Telliclierry.-^ 

Next year, the 7th March 1750, the Court write: We agree with 
you in opinion that a dry dock capable of receiving a fifty-gun ship 
may be extremely useful, and therefore ap|)rove of your undertaking 
it, as well as the method you propose for reimbursing the expenses of 
making it. ^ 

A year after, the 6 th March 1751, they write : The dry dock 
when finished will be of general advantage to the place in causing ships 
to resort to Bombay to clean and refit, and we are of your opinion that 
we shall soon be reimbursed the expenses in building it by a moderate 
duty being collected for all ships tha.t make use of it, the fixing the 
rate of which we shall leave to your discretion.® 

A Consultation, the 3rd July 1750, records : The dry dock ordered 
to be set about at the presidency in Consultation the 3rd January 
1749 being finished, the rates to be paid for all ships and vessels that 
go into it are now settled, namely the sum of Bs. 150 for the first 
spring and Bs. 100 for every spring they remain in it afterwards.^ 

A Consultation, the 28th January 1751, records: It being judged 
that if the heads of the dry dock be carried a little further out, it 
would not only be more eoiimiodious but be a means of the tides car- 
rying off the filth which at present settles in it and as the same may 
be done for a small expense it is agreed that it be set about and finished 
as speedily as possible.® 

Begarding the utility of the Bombay Dock, the 5th April 1754, the 
Court write : We are well satisfied of the great utility of the dock at 
Bombay, not only as it serves every purpose for our own ships but as 
it brings a considerable trade to the place by repairing the shipping 
for Bengal and other parts of India. But we are acquainted that to 
render it complete there is still wanting another at the end of it, to 
form a double one, that a ship may be shut up and repaired while the 
outer dock serves for all other occasions. You are therefore hereby 
empowered and directed immediately to proceed upon with all con- 
venient despatch and to complete a dock without the present one upon 
such a plan as you shall judge will best answer the purpose.® 

A Consultation, the 13th June 1755, records : The Superintendent 


^ Bom. G-ov. Coiisultation 3rd Jan. 1749, Fub. Diary 22 of 1749, 3. 

- Court to Bombay 7tli March 1749 ( 1750 ) para 53, Fub, Dep, Court’s Letters Vol. 3 
of 1742 » 1751, 198. „ ; 

^ Court to Bombay 6tli March 1750 (1751) para 70, Pub, Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 
1742-1751,260. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 3rd July 1760, Fub. Diary 23 of 1750, 227. 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 28th Jan. 1751, Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 35. 

® Court to Bombay 5th April 17 54 para 106, Pub, Dep, GourFs Letters V ol. 4 of 
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represents that it will be a great improvement to floor the old dry 
dock. It is therefore directed that it be done in such manner as will 
best answer that purpose.^ 

Eegarding the Avant of a third dock^ a Consul tatioii, the 28th March 
1760^ reeorcls: The Superintendent represents that as the battery 
beloAv the present dock head runs so far out he desired on its being 
begun that it might be carried on in such manner as to serve for one 
side of another or third dock in case it should prove necessary. This 
has accordingly been done. By the uncommon lowness of the late 
spring tides, his Majesty^s ship Oum^erlimA \m four times been brought 
close to the present outer dock gate without it being possible to get her 
in. As this has been attended Avith a great loss of time as w^ell as risk, 
and as Ave may probably often be subject to the like material disappoint- 
ment in repairing other large shi|)s of the squadron, also seeing that 
the channel is already dug a proper depth so that another or third dock 
might easily be made at a moderate esj)ense capable of docking such 
ships at any time and thereby greatly facilitate tlie public service as 
Avell as save a constant charge we now sustain by cleaning the channel 
of mud; ResoNed that a third dock be completed as soon as possible 
under the Siiperiiitendent-’s directions, which will prevent the Principal 
EDgineer'’s attention being* directed from the fortifications.^ 

Referring to the aboAm, the 6th May 1761, the Court Avrite : You 
represent the necessity of having a third dock and of your having 
given orders for completing it as soon as possible under the Superin- 
tendent’’ s directions, which you say may be easily made at a moderate 
expense on account of some contrivances for former Avorks. If this 
piece of AAmrk was so essentially necessary as you assure it was we 
must acquiesce. But certainly you ought not to have ordered it 
to be set about before an estimate of the whole expense has been laid 
before you and well considered. Indeed you should not have failed to 
have sent to us such estimate instead of the before noticed loose manner 
of expressing yoursehms as to the expense. We therefore think it 
absolutely necessary to repeat our orders that no w-orks of expense are 
to be set about Avithout our previous leave unless they are really and 
essentially necessaiy.^ : 

A Consultation, the 7th July 1761, records : Many ineonvemenees 
having been found to result in the course of refitting the squadron 
from a Avant of the third dry dock, it is ordered that it be carried out 
with the utmost expedition which will enable us to dock the largest 
ship of the squadron at any springs.^ 

A Consultation, the 23xd July 1762, records : The outer dock has 
been carrying on as fast as the tides would admit of AA^orking upon 
ever since the Admiral recommended its being completed and not a 
moments time Avill be lost in finishing it.^ 


1 Pub. Diary 28 of 1755, 245. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 28tli Marcb 1760, Pub. Diary 84 of 1760, 235. 

3 Court to Bombay 6th May 1761 para 107, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Yoi. 5 of 
1757-1701,388. 

^Bom. Gov. Consultation 7th July 1761, Pub. Diary 37 of 1761, 485. 
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; A CoiisultatioB, the 2 SrdJuly 1765, records Our treasury being 
now pretty strong and the third dry dock nearly completed, the same 
is ordered to be continued and finished as soon as possible^ 

The Marine Superintendent representing the necessity of a dock at 
Mazgaoii, a Consultation, the 80th June 1769, records : Read a letter 
from the Superintendent, wherein he recommends the making of a dock 
at Mazgaon for the use of ships that do not exceed 300 tons burthen, 
and that proper storehouses may be erected contiguous to it for the 
reception of their stores. He likewise recommends sundry matters as 
indispensably necessary for the good of the service, which are therefore 
ordered to be put in execution ; and an estimate of the expense whieh 
will be incurred by making the dock and building the storehouses at 
Mazgaon is ordered to be prepared and laid before us accordingly." 

On the 7th October 1769, an estimate of the dry dock at Mdzgaon 
amounting to Rs. 10,025 was laid before the Board, when they 
ordered it to be carried into execution agreeable to theh resolution of 
the 80tli June last. In their letter to the Court on the 30th November 
1769 Government write : ‘When the Mazgaon dock is finished the dxity 
will be collected for the use of it as is now done for the docks in 
Bombay. 

On the 25th April 1771, the Court express their approval of the 
Mdzgaon Dock. They write ; We approve the making of a dock with 
storehouses at Mtizgaon as also of the duty you intend to levy for 
such private vessels as shall be repaired in it and hope the expense of 
executing that work will not exceed the estimated sum of Rs. 10,025.^ 

On the 2nd February 1773, the Chief Engineer wiites to Govern- 
ment : Finding that the workmen I sent from the new fortifications 
for the completing of the third dry dock, do constantly diminish by 
desertion insomuch that by this means the labourers are reduced to 
half their stipulated number; and as such desertion is principally 
owing to the very laborious work they are obliged to perform when 
working at the dock, by being often up to their middle in mud and 
obliged to attend at any hour of the night when wanted, and all this 
without any additional pay or consideration for such extraordinary 
%vork, I have taken the liberty to represent to your Honour the neces- 
sit}?- there is of employing five hundred labourers at the dock and pier 
works exclusive of the number at present ordered to be employed, and 
leave it to your H onour^ s consideration whether an increase of ten 
res per day be not proper as an encouragement and in consideration 
of their extraordinary attention and labour.^ 

On reading the above letter the same day the Board resolved in 
consideration of the very hard duty to the lahourers wdio work on the 
docks that ten res per diem additional pay be allowed tliem.^ 


^ Bom. Gov. Consnitatioii 23rd July 1765, Pub. Diary 45 of 1765, 457. 

- Bom. Gov. Consultation SOtli June 1769, Pub. Diary 54 of 1769, 570, 

® Pub. Diary 54 of 1769, 700. Pub. Dep. Letters to ,tbe Court VoL 16 of 1769, 57. 
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A Consultation, tlie 17tlx May 1773, records : The masonry of the 
second dock gate being blown and the threshold of the gates loose, 
as appears by a survey that has been held on it, an estimate of the 
expense of repairing the same and of fixing the threshold on such a 
construction that the depth of water will be the same as in the 
outward dock, is now laid before the Board* amounting to Rs. 4487 f . 
It is therefore ordered that it be executed agreeable thereto. On this 
oceasion the Board remark that the duty paid for docking ships is very 
trifling and not at all adequate to the expense of opening and shutting 
the dock gates, and other charges incurred thereby, nor does the duty 
now collected bear any degree of proportion to the benefit thaf the 
ship receives therefrom ; it is resolved therefore that from hencefor- 
ward this duty be double what it is at present.^ 

On the completion of the third dry dock, a Consultation of the 28th 
May 1773 records : As the third dry dock is completed, the charge 
of it must be delivered over to the land paymaster by the dock and 
pier paymaster, with all stores that belong to it, lists of which 
signed by them both must be laid before the Board." 

On the completion of the Mazgaon Dock, a Consultation, the 18th 
February 1774, records : The dock and pier paymaster reporting that 
the dock at Mazgaon is completed, it must be put under the orders of 
the land paymaster and everything belonging thereto delivered with it, 
inventories of which signed by them both must be laid before the Board.^ 

Regarding the Bombay Docks, on the 27th December 1778, the 
committee report to Government : Having in obedience to the com- 
mands of your Honour very minutely surveyed the Bombay Docks, 
we have now the honour to lay the observations we have made respect- 
ing them before your Honourable Board. The height of the spring tides 
for nine months in the year from the set of the gate is generally from 
13 feet 10 inches to 14 feet. The score in the set now 10 inches, which 
may be cut away 4 inches more making 14 inches, will then give from 
15 feet to 15 feet 2 inches. In the months of January February and 
March the tides rise higher than in any of the other months being in 
general from 15 feet to 15 feet 6 inches above the set of the gate, and, 
allowing for the set will give from 16 feet 2 inches to 16 feet 8 inches. 
This will take in any 7 0-gun ship, but will not admit the new 7 4-guii 
ships as they cannot with safety be brought to a smaller draught of 
water than 17 feet 6 inches or 17 feet at least. The bank at the 
entrance of the dock must also be always removed by a number of 
people at spring tides before any large shq^s can be taken in. We are 
of opinion that no material alterations can be made in the docks besides 
deepening the scores in the sets of the gates and widening the middle 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 17tliMay 1773, Pub. Diary 63 of 1773, 396 (Kos. 5 &6). 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 28tb May 1773, Pub. Diary 63 of 1773, 409, 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation IStb. Peb. 1774, Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, 92 . On the 7tli 
Nov. 1798, the Solicitor Mr, H. Forrester Constable writes to Government: I have to 
correct, or ratlier to strike out, tbe note inserted in about page 80 of tbe case respecting 
the dry dock at Mdzgaon as to the time it was made, as I find it was not begun till 
about the year 1770; and that the ground for which an abatement of rent was made 
some few years after that, must be understood to include the place of the dock as well 
as the marine yard there. Bev. Diary 22 of 1798, 1735, 
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dock wliidi at present is rather too narrow for working on the large 
ships. But the docks can by no means be deepened without rendering 
them useless for one year at least. We are further of opinion that two 
new docks may be built abreast of the second and third docks capable 
of receiving any of the 74;"gun ships by removing the hospital as 
mentioned by the Honourable Company in their commands of the 
4th April 1767/and fixing the ships for building where the hospital 
now stands. Such a removal would greatly conduce towards making 
the marine yard more commodious as there is at present little room, 
In order to show the capaciousness of the present docks we beg leave 
to lay before your Honour a list of several of His Majesty^s Kne of 
battle ships that have been in them showing the draught of water they 
were taken in at ^ , 


Ills Majesty's Ships of the Line docked at Bombay, 1758 - 1778. 


Ships. 


When Docked. 

At what Dock, 

. . 

Draft op Water 

WHEN TAKEN IN, 


Forward. 

Abreast. 

Yarmouth 


February 1760 ... 

Second 

Ft. 

ins. 

Ft. 

ins. 

Newcasclo 


Decembm- 1 758 ... 

First 





Cumberland 


January 1759 ... 

Second 


. 



*Grafton 


July 1761 

Do, ... 

11- 

6 

15 

6 



November 1761 ... 

Do 

11 

6 

15 

6 

Midway 


July 1763 

Do. ... 

14 

7 

14 

10 

Chatham 


January 1763 

Do. ... 


. 


. 

Weymouth 


April 1763 

Do 

14 

3 

14 

3 

^Elizabeth 


September 1763... 

Do 

14 

0 

14 

6 

I ^Northumberland 

January 1773 ... 

Do 

14 

10 

15 

0 

Buckingham 


Do. 

Third 

14 

10 

14 

11 

^Intrepid 


February 1773 ... 

Second 

14 

0 

15 

0 

^Ortord 


Do. 

Third 

14 

6 ! 

15 

6 

■^'Warwick 

Salisbury 


March 1773 ... 

Do. 

15 

0 ; 

15 

6 


January 1776 ... 

Do. ... 

14 

6 

14 

6 

■'^iiippon 


January 1778 ... 

Do. ... 

15 

0 i 

16 

3 


V.j?, —Those marked * were hove with a lighter. 

On reading the above report at their Consultation, the 11th Janu- 
ary 1779, the Select Committee observe : Read a rejiort from the 
committee appointed to survey the docks in September last, which, with 
the list therein enclosed, is ordered to be recorded for the information 
of our Honourable Masters/ 

In 1781 His Majesty’s squadron was repaired at Bombay. Touching 
this, the 24th April 1781, Rear Admiral Sir Edward Hughes writes 
to (xovernment : The ready and cheerful assistance which I have 
received from you in your conjunct capacity as President and Council, 
as well as from each of you in your separate departments of the 
Company’s service, ill docking repairing and refitting His Majesty’s 
squadron under my command at this very critical p)eriod of our affairs 
calls forth my vrarmest acknowledgments, I very sincerely thank 


^ Secret and Pol. Diary 20 of 1779) 17-18, The Court’s order of the 4th April 1767 
(pai'a 30) runs : The want of a proper place near the marine yard for the Company’s 
timhei% which is mentioned in the report of the committee of enq^uiry, seems absolutely 
necessary to he provided. We therefore permit you for this purpose to make any altera- 
tion with regard to the hospital or in any other manner that may he most conducive to 
our interest. Puh. Dcp. Court’s Letters Yol. 7 of 1765 - 1768, 245. 

- Secret and Pol Diary 20 of 17 i 9, 16. 
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yon Sir and gentlemen not only for your unwearied zeal in assisting me 
to the utmost of your power in the refit of the squadron under my 
command but also for the personal attention you were pleased to pay 
to myself and the officers and men serving under me. As you are 
well acquainted with the great utility and necessity of a squadron 
of His Majesty^s ships being employed in the East Indies in the time 
of war especially for the protection of the Company's trade and pos- 
sessions^ and as you likewise know that this is the only port in the 
East Indies where a ship of the line can be docked and effectually re- 
fitted, I think it a duty incumbent on my station to state to you such 
inconveniences as have arisen to me in the course of our late refitting. 
These, though no exertions of yours or mine could at that time 
remedy or prevent, are now wholly in your power to amend if not 
obviate before the squadron will have occasion to return to this port 
to refit. The first and indeed the most capital amendment I would 
23ropose to you is in the present depth of water in the lower and middle 
docks as from the want of a few inches more water three of the line 
of battle shij)s were neaped or delayed each fourteen days longer than 
was otherwise necessary to keep the ship in dock. To obviate any 
such accident in future I beg leave to point out to you the best and 
most effectual means that occur to me to put the docks and marine 
yard in such a state as to be able to afford a sure speedy and effectual 
refit to His Ma^esty^s ships. For this purpose I would recommend 
to you to set about deepening the lower and middle docks with all 
expedition which I am assured by good authority may be done at least 
from 12 to 18 inches. Also both docks should be on the same level. 
This will be attended with the greatest advantage as it will give time 
for quitting two ships into the docks on the same tide as well as 
secure a jiositive certainty of docking and undocking the line of battle 
ships whenever they are in a condition to dock or undock. The want 
of this is a defect severely felt in the present state of the clocks. 

On building the two new docks abreast of the present lower and 
middle docks as recommended to your Board in the report of your 
chief engineer and master attendant, care must be taken to give them 
at least. 18 inches more water than in the j)resent lower dock, and if 
these new docks are immediately set about so as to be finished in all 
next December, the j)resent docks may remain in the state they now 
are for the use of the trading ships and until the new are finished. 

The extent of the marine yard as it is at this time is much too 
small to give room for the necessary quantities of timber and work- 
men. I earnestly recommend to you that you will extend the yard so 
as to comprehend the two Surgeons^ houses and the hospital on that 
side. Also that the prisoners be moved from the house now made a 
prison, and the whole of the house be opened, as was the ease formerly, 
for the purpose of fitting rigging and containing the stores of the 
ships in dock. The present very crowded state of the yard evidently 
retards the progress of the workmen and prevents its being kept in 
that clean condition so necessary to the health of such as labour in it, 
aiffi the jail, making as it were a part of the yard, is greatly incon- 
venient and a nuisance. 

One thing more oeeurs to me as not only useful but necessary which 
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I snbiiiit to your consideration. As the Company furnish warehouses for 
the reception of the salt provisions sent to this place for the service of 
His Majesty’s squadron^ and as much ineonvenienee has arisen to the 
inhabitants residing in the garrison from the necessary surveying repack- 
ing* and repickling the said provisions^ I am of opinion that lodging such 
provisions in a dry well-built shed or a house erected on the Apollo 
ground walled round and tiled on the roof would relieve the inhabitants 
from, the much-complained- of stench arising from doing what is 
absolutely necessary for the preservation of the salt provisions. 
This change would also tend to the better preservation of the 
provisions as such a house properly constructed must be much 
cooler than the warehouses where they are now lodged wdthin the garrison 
and the heat of such close warehouses must promote the decay and 
rottenness of the meat. If this mode of storing the salt provisions 
be pursued the agent Victualler'’s correspondent here will have my 
orders to remove them to the place appointed by you for their recep- 
tion.-^' 

Eeferring to this letter from the Rear Admiral of his Majesty^s 
squadron^ a Consultation, the 13th June 1781, records: It will be 
totally imj)ossible to construct two new docks within the time men- 
tioned by the Admiral, and if we set abont any alterations to the old 
ones we shall entirely be deprived of their use for a considerable time 
from which great ineonvenienee will result. Resolved that the new 
docks be first constructed and as we have an idea that it may be more 
convenient to build them at Buteher^s Island as the tide rises some 
inches higher there than at Bombay, the chief engineer and master 
attendant must be directed to give us their opinion on the subject and 
lay before us plans and estimates of the expense of building docks at 
both places. The Collector must be directed to pitch upon some proper 
spot within the town walls for a jail at the smallest expense for 
removal of houses and the least ineonvenienee to the inhabitants. The 
surgeons must also be directed to report to us what place may be most 
suitable and convenient to remove the hospital to. A proper shed 
must be erected on the Apollo ground for the reception of the 
King-’s provisions.^ 

The following notice of the Bombay docks is recorded in Milbuni‘’s 
Oriental Commerce of about 1808: The dockyard is large and well 
contrived, having naval stores of all kinds deposited in warehouses, 
together with large quantities of timber for repairing and building 
ships and forges for all kinds of smiths^ work. The dry dock has scarce 
its equal for size or convenience. It has three divisions and three 
pair of strong gates so as to be capable of receiTing three ships of the 
line at the same time. Near the dock is a convenient place to heave 
down several ships at once, wdiich is done well and with great expedi- 
tion. Here is also a rope walk which for length situation and conve- 
nience equals any in England, that in the King^s yard at Portsmouth 


* Pii'b. Diary 78 of 1781, 213 - 215. This suggestion of Admiral Hughes seems to he 
the origin of the Cooperage buildings on the Esplanade, 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 13tli June 1781, Pub. Diary 78 of 1781, 311. Forrest’s 
Home Series, IL 268. 
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only excepted ; and like that it has a covering to protect the work- 
men. Cables and all sorts of lesser cordage, both of hemp and coir, are 
manufactured here.^ 

Regarding the necessity of erecting a light-house on Old Woman^s 
Island, a Consultation, the 5th July 1768, records: The Superin- 
tendent represents that it is highly necessary to erect a light-house 
upon the point of Old Woman'^s Island, as well for the safety of the 
trade in general as for that of onr Honourable Masters^ ships in parti- 
cular which generally arrive in the month of August "^vhen it is most 
commonly rainy hazy weather. This light-house will likewise be of 
great use to the cruisers sent out to look for the Europe ships. It 
is therefore resolved that an estimate of the expense which will be 
incurred by erecting and keeping up a light-bouse be prepared and laid 
before ns, when we will take into further consideration the propriety 
of carrying it into execution.^ 

Two weeks later the required plan and estimate were submitted to 
Government. A Consultation, the 22nd July 1768, thereupon 
records : A plan and estimate of the light-house the Superintendent 
proposes to erect on the point of Old Woman'’ s Island being now 
laid before us, and it appearing that the erecting it will not cost more 
than from Rs. 4000 to Rs. 5000, which is but a tritie when com- 
pared with the utility it will be to the trade in general, it is resolved 
that it be erected on such spot as the Superintendent may think 
proper provided the Engineer has no objections.^ 

Referring to this light-honse on the 7th February 1772, the Court 
write to Bombay : ^s the security which the light-house erected at 
the Company's expense on Old "Woman^s Island will yield to the 
navigation of our port must be greatly increased were the same 
to be constantly lighted instead of its being so at particular seasons 
only, which we understand to be your present practice, we direct that 
a proper light he kept up during every night throughout the year. 
As the benefit which the trade must thereby receive will entitle ns 
to a reimbursement of the expense of supporting the edifice as well as 
the lighting of it, you will establish such a duty to be collected on all 
ships and vessels anchoring in Bombay harbour as you shall judge 
sufficient to defray the charges which the Company may incur on that 
account.^ 

Outlie 17th August 17^2, the Superintendent Mr. John Watson 
writes: Conformable to your orders I have the honour to lay before 
you the charges for lighting the tower on Old Womaffis Island from 
the 1st August 1771 to the 31st of July 1772, amounting to 
Rs. 629-3-12.S 

On receipt of the above information, the 19 th August 1772, the 
Board observe : As the Honourable Company have been pleased to 
direct that the expense of the light-house at Old Womaffis Island 


^ Milburn^s Or. Com. 1813, I. m 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 5tli July 1768, Pub. Diary 51 of 1768; 385. 

« Bom. Gov. Consultation 22nd July 1768, Pub. Diary 51 of 1768, 420. 

Court to Bombay 7tli Feb, 1772 para 31, Pub. Dep. Court’s D. Vol, 0 of 177*2- 1777, 
11 " 12. e Pub. Diary 61 of 1772, 790. 
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sBotild be borne by the vessels anchoring in the harbour^ the Superin- 
tendent lays before ns the above letter enclosing an account of its 
annual expense amounting to Rs. 629-3-12^ and the mode of levying 
a Slim agreeable to our Employers^ orders equal to this expense. This 
being considered;, it is resolved and ordered that Rs. 2 for every 100 
tons be collected by the Superintendent from each vessel that anchors 
in the harbour.^ 

Eight years later, 13th October 1780^ the light-house duty was 
raised from Rs. 4 to Rs. 10 per 100 tons as recommended by the 
committee of accounts.^ ^ 

About 1808 the following notice of the Colaba Light-house is 
recorded by Milburn : Close to Bombay^ separated only by a small 
creek fordable at low water^ is Colaba, or Old Woman^s Island, wliich 
partly forms the north side of the harbour. It is about 2^ miles long. 
Near its southern extremity stands the light-house. This building is of 
a circular form, and has within it a flight of steps to ascend to the top ; 
the height is upwards of 150 feet above the level of the sea, and the 
light ma.y be seen in clear weather the distance of seven leagues. There 
is also a signal station where a regular watch is kept day and night, the 
expense of which is defrayed by a rate levied on all vessels frequenting 
the port. On this island are barracks for the military, and occasionally 
a camp is formed here, being esteemed a healthy situation. It has 
many delightful villas scattered about. The point of Colaba, on 
which the light-house stands, is guarded on all sides by an extensive 
reef of rocks, divided into prongs; the most dangerous is the S. W. 
prong, which forms the northern boundary of the entrance into the 
harbour, and Tull reef the southern. The breadth of the channel 
between the prongs and Tull reef is about three miles.^ 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 19th Aug. 1772, Pub. Diary 61 of 1772, 765. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation I3th Oct, 1780, Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 400. As originally 
imposed, tbe duty was Es. 2 in 1772. The resolution of 1780 shows the duty was 
raised from Es. 2 to Es. 4 some time between 1772 and 1780. 

^ Miiburn’s Or, Com. 1813, I. 170. 
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In 1671 the Court recomiiiended that a mint should be 
established at Bombay for coining gold and silver money (and 
subsequently copper also) of such purity as to pass among the 
natives as precious metal only.^ These coins were not to bear any 
resemblance to the King’s coin and were to circulate only at places 
where the Company traded. 

President Aungier, and the Council at Bombay^ replied that the 
project could not be carried into effect, owing to the necessity of 
sending the bullion to Surat. Four sorts of coins would be 
required, namely gold coins to be called carol inas, silver to be called 
anglinas, copper or copperoons, and tin or tinnies.^ 

The matter rested until 1675, when President Aungier again 
suggested the establishment of a mint in Bombay.® 

On 5tli October 1676 the King by Letters Patent empowered the 
Coinjpany to establish a mint at Bombay for coining rupees, pice, 
and bujruks, for circnlation in all the dependencies of the Company 
in the East Indies;^ and a Mr. Smith was sent out as assay 
master on a yearly salary of £60,^ 

The following extracts show how the new coin was received and 
the dif&culties with which the mint had to contend : 

Surat letter to the Company, dated Swally Marine 17th January 
1676 : We herewith send you the several sorts of coins now minted 
on the island. Among the rest we desire you to take notice that in 
order to its greater consumption the tin coin is made 10 per cent 
more weighty than it used to be. It first went currentl}^ off till 
the envious Portuguese hindered its passage in their countries and 
transport to the main, abating the value very much. Now” we 
hope it will be better esteemed, and if we could procure a large 
vent for it, it would consume a good quantity of tin yearly and 
make it worth Es, 22 the to you.® 

Surat letter to Bantam, dated Swally Marine 25th January 
1676: If the Company \vould please to permit a correspondence 
between their island Bombay and Bantam and order a corge of 
copper and other goods from Bantam thither, it would turn them 
as well if not better to account than as it is now ordered | for there 



5 See Court’s Letters to Surat and Bombay, 22iid Feb. 16'7l. Bruce’s Annals, II. 279-280.. 
5 See Bombay Letters to Court of 14th June and 7th Oct. 1672. Bruce, II, 318. 

3 See Bombay Letter to Court of 18th Jan. 1675 in Bruce, II. 368 - 369, 

^Sce Letter from Court to Surat, 7th March 1677, in Bruce, II. 392. 

®Scc Court’s Letter to Surat and Bombay, loth March 1681, in Bruce, IT, 449. 

SSurat to the Company 17th Jan. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 32. 
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is a great eonsuniption of copper yearly at Bombay in the mint; 
oar pice and other coin made there/ passing in ail parts of the 
Deccan and yields about Rs. 22 the Surat constantly and 
sometimes more ; whereof we pray consider it and if you judge it 
any way advantageous to the Company you may propose it to 
them/ ■ 

Surat to Bombay, 21st August 1676: As for money you have 
not signified unto us your want. Yet in regard to the mint we 
would have you take out of the ingots of silver to the amount of 
Es. 30,000 or at most so much as will pay your soldiers or discharge 
your debts if you owe any. You cannot but be sensible of our 
great engagements at interest and how long it will be before we 
can dispose of such great quantities of goods as are now come out/ 

Surat to Bombay, 12th September 1676: We gave you a general 
order in ours of the 21st August which we doubt not but is come 
safe to hand. We then ordered you to receive out of the ingots of 
silver to the amount of Rs. 30,000 or at most so much as would 
pay your soldiers and discharge your debts (if you owe any). This 
we again confirm, for we cannot spare so considerable a quantity 
of money as you desire from our great engagements at interest. 
If hereafter you shall be in want of money we shall duly satisfy 
your bills when you draw them as hitherto we have done.® 

Surat to Bombay, dated Swally Marine 10th October 1676: We 
have made inquiry for a coiner and shall send you one as soon as 
we can procure him.^ 

Surat to Bombay, 21st September 1676 : We take notice that 
you have received out of the Europe ships 329 plates of copper for 
the use of the mint/ 

Surat to Bombay, 21st November 1676 : We expect the 
Company's ship called the Formosa Merchaiit in a short time from 
Ty wan laden with copper and other goods. We presume she will 
first put into Bombay. If so we would have you take on shore all 
the copper for the use of your mint and what other goods you can 
dispose of on the island and despatch the ship with the remaining 
cargo towards us with all speed, not expecting further order,® 

Bombay to the Honourable Court of Directors, 19th March 1677 : 
The Formosa frigate touched here the 17th February in her way 
to Surat, out of whom we took all the copper being but 157 chests, 
which, is very welcome to us, we having not a bar left to keep your 
mint employed. There will be gained 80 per cent on the bare 
copper and about 20 per cent more by melting it. We could 
dispose of about 2000 chests in a year besides supplying Surat and 


3 Surat to Bantam 25tli Jan. 1676/Surat Fact. Out. B. 2 of 1675-76, 60. 

2 Surat to Bomhay 21st Aug. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. Letter B. 2 of 1675-76, 175, 
Forrest’s 'Home Series, I. iOO. 

a Surat to Bombay 12tli Sept. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L, B. 2 of 1675-76, 191-192. 

4 Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 ol 1675-76, 226. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 101. 

^ Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 191. 

® Surat to Bombay 21st Hot. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. Letter Book 2 of 1675-76, 260» 
Forrest’s Home Series, I. 111. 
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your other factories^ SO (at the same rate this copper cost) 2000 
chests will yield about Rs. 70,000 profit.-^ 

Sui'at letter from Mr. G. Aungier and Mr. 0. Chamberlan to 
Bombay, dated Swally Marine 20th Mai’ch 1677 : We have lately 
compared some of the new coined Rupees with those formerly 
made/ and do find them coarser and one vdl less in weight than 
they used to be. This hath caused them to fall in esteem and 
makes the shroffs here raise the vatdv (discount) on them. 
Therefore we desire you to examine this business and see that the 
Honourable Company receive no abuse nor prejudice thereby.^ 

Surat letter to Bomba}^ 10th April 1677 : It is very certain that 
the shroffs here have put a great vatdv on your Bombay rupees, 
which we are still apt to believe proceeds from the coarseness of 
the alloy and from some abuse put on you by the coiners which we 
desire you to use all possible endeavours to prevent.''^ 

Bombay to Surat, 17tli July 1677: Our last was of the 11 tlx 
July, copy whereof goes here enclosed. There is a coiner in Surat 
by name B.atanji who did promise the late President to come to 
Bombay and did engage to coin our dugdnis for 6 4 Iciris the man, 
whereas now we pay . . . laris. This will amount to a considerable 
saving yearly if we are but supplied with good quantities of copper.; 
and though he came to no agreement for coining of rupees and 
bujruks yet he promised to make them 20 per cent cheaper than at 
present they are made. Besides we are given to understand he is 
an able workman, which will be of great benefit in making all the 
money of a true and equal weight, ■which is very difiicult to secure 
these coiners not being bred up to the trade. Madan Kisanji’s son 
by name Bhagviiidas can inform your Honours where he lives. 
Please to hasten him hither with all speed possible, we being in 
great want of him. 

Bombay to Surat, 17th July 1677 : As to the treasure we have 
been in consideration that it may redound to the Company’s benefit 
to have all their silver coined on the island for we hear that the 
discount or vatdv between Bombay and Surat rupees is no more 


^ Bombay to Court 19tli March 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 23. Forrest's 
Home Series, I. 127. ^ Surat Fact, Out. L. B. 3 of 1677 - 1700, 19. 

Surat to Bombay lOtli April 1677, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 3 of 1677 - 1700, 28. 

^ Bombay to Simat 17th July 1677, Sec. Out. L, B. 4 of 1677 - 1087, 40. Forrest’s 
Home Series, I. 134. 

^By the provisional convention negotiated by Sir John Child (about lOSS) with 
Muldityitrlvhan the new governor of Surat, which the Court apiiroved of, the Company 
were allowed to coin money at Surat in the Moghal’s mint house. But the Court rather 
Xmef erred acting on the authority given by tbeir Cliarter of having a mint at Bombay ; 
because this would strongly impress the natives with the importance of the place ; and 
they trusted that in time they should be enabled to supply the Bengal market with 
rupees coined at Bombay, or if that should not be practicable, tba,t they might 
exchange their Bombay rupees for those coined at Surat, which Avould pass cmTont in 
Bengal or in any part of the Moghal’s dominions. On this occasion they submitted to 
consideration of the General whether the coinage at Bombay ought not to include gold 
moJiars, as the Company had the Moghal’s Phirman and the King’s authority by 
their Charter to exercise this branch of delegated sovereignty. See Court’s Letters to 
the General and Council of Bombay from 11th April 1688 to 19th March 1689 in 
Bruce, 11. 614, 618. 
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Dkaii I per cent in Siirat^ wliicli in the sale of the silver the veiy 
In’olcerage and slu'offage will pay for ; so that what is got by niiiiting 
will be clear profit. Besides we are given to iinderstaiKl that 
the Surat rupees are now made of a coarser alloy tlian formerly ; so 
that we believe our rupees may shortly pavss without any discount. 
For your Hoiiours’ more full satisfaction^ we have by this cos^'^ct sent 
an ingot of silver refined just to the alloy of your rupees^ which 
weighs 98 tolas Surat, which coined will give us 97|- rupees clear> 
paying for minting and all charges. Therefore please to try what 
said ingot will yield in Surat to sell^ deducting brokerage shroffage 
and other charges ; and by that may be seen what profit arises 
upon the mint. One thing we are ignorant of, which is whether 
the (Moglial) governor will not oblige the Company to mint all our 
rupees again into Surat rupees, as he does the silver ; but of that 
your Honours can easily be informed there. Even should it be so 
wo believe merchants may be had who would undertake to remit it 
hither for a small matter.^ 

Bombay to Surat, 21st October 1677 : We have this day sold 1000 
mans of copiaer at Rs. 17 1 the man at four months^ time, we having 
remaining by us a great quantity of coin.^ 

Bombay to Surat, 21st October 1677 : The Company sent out a 
small parcel of Barbary copper in cakes for a trial. This cost them 
but £3 10s. the cwt. whereas the other cost them £6 lOs. the cwt. 
This we have sold for Bs. 12 J the Surat man which is 32 per cent 
more in proportion than the other is sold for, and we could dispose of 
a good quantity yearly.® 

Bombay to Surat, 11th November 1677 : The plates of fine Barbary 
copper we did take ashore and have coined most of them not 
finding very visible difference between that and the Swedish. We 
have nine plates left of it which we shall send up by the first safe 
conveyance. This will serve for a trial so well as the whole parcel.^ 

The following extract from the Bombay general letter to the Com- 
pany of 29th December 1686 shows that the question of lowering the 
standard had come up when the Company were in difficulties : All 
sorts of provisions are very dear occasioned by the war with the Moghal, 
Sambhaji Raja, and the Portuguese, all their forces being quartered in 
our neighbourhood, so that the poor soldiers can hardly live on their 
pay. If any alteration be made in the coin to lessen it, they will 
infallibly starve or cause some distraction ; so hope your Honours will 
be pleased to let the money pass as it now does till provisions grow 
cheaper.^ 

The Company's financial difficulties of this time are further illustrated 


^ See. Out. L, B. 4 of 1677-1087, 40-41. Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 134. 

2 Bombay to Surat 21st Oct. 1677, 8ec. Out. L. B, 4 of 1677-1687, 69. Forrest’s 
Home Series, I. 139. 

- Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 59. Forest’s Home Series, I. 139. 

Bombay to Surat lltb Hov. 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677- 1G87, 62. 

•"> Bombay U> Court 29tb Dec. 1686, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 -1687, 4?. Forrests 
'iloiuc Seri<‘s, I, 1 li), 
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by the following letter from the Deputy Governor Mr. J. Wyborne 
and Council to the Surat General and Council, dated Bombay 28th 
July 1686; For the bill you drew on us for 10^000 Aurangzeb 
rupees, as no such rupees were procurable here, they would accept of 
nothing but bills for Surat. Your orders being positive that we should 
make punctual payment we could not return the bill ; for as to private 
merchants it is esteemed a failure when their bills are protested y so it 
would be the gi*eater in people of higher capacities. We have continu- 
ally made it our business to raise w’hat money possible and should have 
sent some by the Fanleon and China Merclmnt had there been coins 
proper for Surat. There was not then in real cash Xeraphins 10^000, 
about seven-eighths whereof was in Xs., laris, dugdnis, and bujruks, 
upon which there would have been a vast loss. The tobacco, oil, and 
arrack rents, with the Bombay and M^zgaon eooleries, according to 
your contracts are payable in bujruks. This is almost half the revenue 
and above three-fourths part of the other half is generally paid in silver. 
So that we cannot receive one-sixth of the gold you are pleased to 
suggest. We have remitted to Surat and paid upon that account 
upwards of Xs. 60,000, besides repairing the King^s frigates, supplying 
them with necessaries and other incident charges. Considering no 
customs will be paid during the monsoon, we shall be much streightened 
ourselves.^ 

The following extracts continue the history of the Bombay mint 
coinage ; Paragraph 14 of the CourFs letter of 9tli March 1708 is a 
repetition of former orders for settling a mint at Bombay.” 

No bullion or coins to be changed or meddled wdth at all without an 
order of Council.''^ 

Court to Bombay, 27tli March 1713: We expect you encourage our 
own mint at Bombay by coining rupees there of the same w’^eight and 
fineness with those at Surat, or very near it. If you make them finer, 
we shall lose by it and therefore you must be very careful to prevent 
it. If coarser, they will get an ill character and very likely if one or 
two per cent worse, they will be undervalued to three or four per 
cent. Therefore they should be of the same (fineness) ; and though at 
first the shroffs may endeavour to decry them, yet in time the rupees 
will retrieve and afterwards preserve their reputation, as experience tells 
us those have which were coined at Madras.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter, 27th March 1713, paragraph 67 : All 
goods are to be sold for rupees. Such rents on the island as are on 
farm may be paid in Xeraphins if rupees cannot be got.''" 

An entry made in the Surat Factory Diary on the 5tli Septem- 
ber 1719 runs : Eeceived a letter of the 26th ultimo from Mr. 


rSec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687,3. ' 

- Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715- 1721, 143. 

“ ConrEs Let. 24tli Mar. 1710 para 89, Comp, of Stand. Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 145, 
Conrtto Bombay 27tb Mar 1713 para 70, Comp.of Stand. Ord.Vol. 1, 1715 - 1721, 112. 
® Court to Bombay *27tb Mar. 1713 para 67, Comp of Standini,^ Ord. Vol. 1 of 
1715*1721,111. 
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Waters by the Presideiit^s order directing us to send down twenty 
nioiieyers to be employed in the mint at Bombay.-^ 

The Surat Facto ly Diary of the 30th October 1719 records : Our 
shrofts being directed to inquire wh-at discount or is allowed on 
Bombay rupees among the shroffs,, report that the discount is at 10 
per cent or thereabouts in passing them in small parcels and more 
in the case of a large payment. Dpon this we proposed to our 
brokers that they should take the Bombay rupees at that price 
or to allow them the real exchange as they shall bond fide be cir- 
culated by them in payments. These proposals, though we have 
used many words, they will not hearken to, alleging their desire 
to have the rupees changed for Surat rupees because they must 
appljr them to pay off their debts to the shroffs who will demand a 
greater discount. In fine we agreed to let our brokers have 
Es. 44,000 at 11 per cent vatdv rebate to be charged to their account 
the 5th November. As this was the best agreement we could possi- 
bly conclude, we hope for the future the President and Council of 
Bombay wilt take this matter into consideration and settle the 
payment of rupees in such a manner as to free us from uneasy and 
vexatious squabbles with the brokers.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd May 1724 : The President 
represents to the Board that there is about Ks. 40,000 of tin pice on 
the island; that he finds Rs. 20,000 sufficient to answ^er the occasions 
thereon ; so that there remains continually in the treasury from 
Rs, 15,000 to Rs. 20,000 dead stock. He therefore offers it as his 
opinion for the interest of our Honourable Masters that it be run down 
into, bars convenient for sale. Which being debated and considered 
that the rate at wdiich the pice is now current is about Rs. 16 the 
Surat maiiy the running of them down will be a seeming though no 
real loss to our Honourable Employ^ers, And whereas in all probability 
that commodity will te at a higher rate the next season than it has been 
for some j'ears past, it is the unanimous opinion of the Board that such 
quantity of the said pice as shall be found unnecessary be run down into 
proper bars for sale, 'which is hereby dkected to be done.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9th July 1728 : The President 
observes to the Board that, through our tin dugdoiisheing made eiirrent 
in the Portuguese country, there has been lately a considerable decrease 
in the Bank gain on the monthly exchange of them. But as a con- 
veniency will hereby offer of getting (rid) of a good quantity of those 
dnganis, and still more so by lowering their value, whereby we may 
introduce the passing-curreiit of the copper goz w^e have received from 
Persia at seventy- two to the rupee. As the Persian goz will then yield 
about 30 per cent i3rofit this will be more than equivalent to the loss 
that will accrue by lowering the value of the former dugdnis. 
Besides -we may expect on them the like gain by exchange as -was 
before made by the other. "Which being agreed to as the President 


^ Surat Fact. Diary 611 of 1719-20. ^ Surat Fact. Diary 611 of 1719-20. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation, 22ncl May 1731, Pub. Diary 2 of 1724,. 68. Forrest's Home 
Series, XL 37, 
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shall iiud most convenient, it is ordered that the warehoiiso-keeper issue 
out to the Bank wliat copper shall be thought necessary for that use 
to be stanipt anew at Es. 20|- the Surat man} 

Bombay Govermnent Consultation, 7th December 1733 : lYheroas 
a eoiisiderable quantity of silver rupees of different coins and alloys are 
brought to this island from the inland provinces of a value inferior to 
the standard of Bombay and Surat rupees ; and seeing that the same are 
bought up by the shroffs and other people at an unreasonable discount 
arid" passed by them in payment for goods and merchandise bought at a 
less discount and soinetimes atpar, to thegreat prejudice and discourage- 
ment of trade in general. Further as this pernicious practice has beeii 
earried on with impunity, notwithstanding a publication issued by order 
of this Board under date 11th February 1729, it is agreed that the 
following publication issue enforemg* the observance of our former 
order. All persons whatever inhabitants of this island who have in 
their i^ossession any number of rupees above ten of any coin or alloy 
other than those of Surat and Bombay, shall in ten days after 
the issuing of the said publication bring the said rupees to the 
Honourable Company's mint where due attendance shall be given 
to receive and exchange them for their real value, discounting only one 
per cent for their re- coinage. All persons not duly ol)serving‘ this our 
publication shall forfeit all such sum or sums of foreign rupees as shall 
be found in their custody ten days after the issuing thereof, one -third to 
be paid to the informer and two-thirds to the Honourable Company . But 
all strangers who shall bring the said foreign rupees hither and are not 
willing to exchange the same in the mint, but desire to export them 
again, shall in throe clays after their arrival declare to the custom 
master for the time being the quantity they desire to export. Finally it 
is expressly prohibited that any rupees but those of Surat or Bombay 
shall be tendered or received inpayment as current coin under the penalty 
of forfeiture to be incurred by the tenderer or receiver. Directed 
that a publication to the tenour of this resolution bo immediately' 
issued in the English Portuguese and Gentu languages, and that it 1)C 
added that proper persons are appointed at the land pay office 
exchaiage silver rupees for j)ice at the rate of 80 pice for a rupce.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 24tb December 173() : The Pj'esi- 
dent lays before tlie Board a list of the prices which the undertakers of 
the mint do agree to give for sundry sorts of silver hereafter mentiojied. 
These rates it is ol^served are something more than the silver produces Ijy 
the se\'eral essay's made in England, llie undertakers of tlie mint being* 
called in and declaring their consent to give the undermentioned prices 
ibr the several sorts of silver coined by them it is accordingly 
agreed that the established rates for all silver coined in the mint be a.s 
follows : 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 9tli July 1728, Pub. Diary 3 of 1727-28, 150451. 

- Bom. Gov. Consultation 7tli Dec. 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 275-270. 

- Bom. Gov. (Amsuitation 24tb Dec. 1736, Pub. Diihv 9 of 1736, 511-512. 
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Es. 

q- 

r. 

Chapter IIL 

For 100 ozs. 

of Mexico dollars dated before the year 17‘26. 

244 

3 

16 


Foi- lOO 

}> 

do. since that time 

243 

2 

28 , 

Capitah 

J'ur 100 

)? 

Pillar dollars, dated before the year 1728 ... 

247 

1 

39. 

Mint Bates, 

¥ov 100 

5? 

do. since that time ... 

244 

i: 

39., 

1730. 

For 100 

’3 

DuccatooDs ... ... 

249 

2 

20 


Fur 100 

33 

Lyon dollars ... 

195 

1 

41 
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3? 

German dollars ... ... 
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2 

41 
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>5 

IGiglish crowns ... ... , ... 
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1 

37 
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53 

New Phillip dollars ... 
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1 

83 


For 100 

,, 

Zelotas or piastres ... 

140 

3 

78 


I’or 100 

33 

Rose dollars 

242 

3 

38 
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33 

Cross do, ... ... 
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2 

14 



Two years later (1738) the following statement was prepared of Mint Assay^ 

tlie produce of silver according to assay reports made before the ^ * 

Hoidble John Horne Esquire, General and Governor and the Honourable 
Comieil^ residing on Bombay for the affairs of the British Nation 


Assay of Silver Corns, Bombay Mint ^ 17S8» 


Q,uaiu 

tity. 

Quality. 

English 

Standard. 

Bombay Rupee 

Standard. 

' 

Produce. 

Net produce, 
one per 
cent being 
deducted*. 

Ozs. 




0. 

d. 


in. 

p. 

0. 

tl. 


m. 

P. 

Rs. 

q. 

rs. 

Rs. 

q. 

rs. 

iOO 

Old pillar dollars hr. dwt.i. 


















ob. ... 
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13 

12 

6 

18 

93 

9 

8 

17 

1 

250 

2 

56 

248 

0 

54 


New ditto standard 




• •• 



92 

15 

20 

10 

30 

24S 

3 

32 

246 

1 

37 


.Now Mex 

dollars wo. 

dwt. 


















j. oh. 



09 

6 

11 

13 

19 

92 

2 

- 8 

4 

12 

247 

0 

8 

2, 14 

2 

20 


Old ditto 

br. dwt. j. 
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9 

0 

4 

12 

93 

4 

20 

15 

5 

250 

0 

15 

217 

2 

15 


New Phil 

dollars wo 
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ij. 



9!) 

1 

23 

11 

14 

91 

17 

20 

2 

6 

246 

1 

67 
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,3 

82 

?> 
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ob. . 

95 

5 

9 

14 

22 

83 

1 

6 

6 

15 
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0 

60 
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3 

16 

■ 
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KC II ^ 
KWIII 5- 
KGI i 
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dard. 

} 

•• 

... 



92 

15 

20 

10 

30 

248 

3 

32 

246 

1 

37 

n 

German do. wo. dwt. 

X. ... 

95 

9 

21 

16 

28 

88 

5 

18 

7 

21 

236 

3 

1 

234 

1 

54 


Piastres, 
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vij. ... 


60 

16 

5 

3 

29 

58 

12 

1 

14 

22 

143 

0 

73 

141 

3 

1 

9i 

Now Bombay raps, bi 

*. dwt. 


















xvj. ... 



107 

4 

3 

9 

7 



... 



268 

0 

62 

265 

1 

90 

1 » 

Surat do. 

br. dwt. xj 


304 

19 

2 

7 

21 

97 

14 

*22 

18 

14 

262 

0 

46 

259 

1 

98 


Bombay and Surat rupees weigh each dwt. vij, gr. xj. 

37 parts make 1 mite, 20 mites 3 grain, 24 grains 1 pennyweight, 30 pennyweights 1 ounce, 
32 ounces I poimd troy. 

iV.n.—In calculating the par between the above different species of silver please to observe that 
in the two standard columns you are to suppose the oz. dwts. grs. to be Ls, sh. and half pence sterlg. 
{e.g.) Bombay rupee is 7£. 4s. l|d. better than sterlg. and per cent. 

Bombay Government Consultation^ 23rd December 1738 : The 
species of foreign silver chiefly brought into our mint for the Honour- 
al)le Company are Mexico and pillar dollars, the quantity of other 
sorts being very inconsiderable i and of these only we perceive assays 
have been made at the Tower. The Mexico is there said to come out 
by four trials of different sorts in an average 2*625 mites worse than 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 17th Feb. 1738, Public Diary 11 of 1737-38, 40. The 
lueroglyplncs used in this statement relate to the old system of assaying metals. This 
system "was based on tables compiled by the great. 8ir Isaac Mewton in 1717* ISTewton's 
system continued in use as late as 1816, when the arrangement nowin vogue in all British 
mints was introduced. The tables under Newton's plan consisted of tlie standard better 
and worse than the British standard. Better was written B. or hr. and worse was written 
W. or wo. and standard fully. Ob. stood for obsolete and j, for the Eoman numeral one 
(i), Dwt. means pennyweight. The silveiv weight was the ordinary troy-weight, Di, 

Gerson I>a Cimha, 
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standard^ and the Pillar^ dated in the year 1728^ is found to be exactly 
English standard, and that dated in 1729 a. | dwfc. better than standard 
English.^ 

Court to Bombay, 5tli February 1741: For our satisfaction the 
assay master must report tO' you in writing that he hath duly assayed 
every parcel of rupees and acquaint you whether or not they come up 
to the standard in fineness and weight. He must enter the same upon 
Consultation, and, as is the custom at Fort St. George, one of the 
Council must draw five rupees promiscuously out of each moiith^s 
coinage, and seal them up immediately with his own seal, which must 
be transmitted to us in the packet.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th February 1741 : The present 
local scarcity of copper having induced the people from the neighbour- 
ing countries to convey away the pice made of that metal, it is 
proposed to coin a parcel of tiitenague pice to be of such a weig-ht as 
to reserve a profit to our Honourable Masters of 20 per cent. This is 
agreed to and ordered that the mint master do out of hand coin to the 
amount of Es. 2000.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 12th June 1741 : In consequence* 
of the above order passed for coining tutenague pice the 7th February 
last 1741 the President had purchased from Eupji Dhanji Surat 
mans 227 and sers 26 at Rs. 7-| the maii^ which amounted to 
Rs. 1707-1-88 and lu’oduced Rs. 2207-2-0 ; and from the same person 
another parcel of 500 at Rs. 6-2-50 the man. But as these were not 
sufficient for the current service of the place he had procured a further 
quantity of 500 Surat mans at the like rate from Kharsedji, which 
being the cheapest rates that commodity could be purchased upon, 
the Board approves thereof. The account produce of the two last 
parcels cannot be ascertained as the mint people have not as yet coined 
the same.^ 

Court to Bombay, 11th March 1742 : In ease the inhabitants are* 
thoroughly satisfied with the tutenague pice coined (1741) on a 
scarcity of that specie, it is well; otherwise remove all uneasiness by 
calling them in/^ 

Bombay Government Consnltation, 30th July 1741: Considering 
the means of disposal of the copper goz consigned on the Pembroh^.y 
it is observed that at the time we wrote for this article, the island was 
destitute of a sufficiency of small coin for the currency and ease of 
the poorer sort of people. Though this has since been remedied by the 
expedient of coining tutenague into pice, which is found to answer 
tolerably, and were we even to appropriate the goz to the purpose we 
originally intended them, they would, it is apprehended, be soon con- 
veyed away, copper being now somewhat in demand. It is therefore 


* Bom. Grov. Goiisiiltation 23rd Dec. 1738, Pub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, 354. 

" Court to Bombay 5tli Feb. 1741 para 105, Comp, of Standing Ord. Yol. 1, 1715- 1721,. 
159. 3 pul). Diary 14 of 1740-41, 68, 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation r2tb June 1741, 'Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 224-225, 

^ Court to Bombay llth Mar. 1742 pa-ra 75, Pub. Dep. Court’s Let, Vol. 3 of 1742- 
1751^^11r;^■;^;.:^ „ ,, 
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agreed that we dispose of them at public auction on Friday seven- 
night.L 

Bombay Government Diary, 4th February 1742 : As the gentlemen 
at Tellicherry have requested a supply of copper pice, the Board 
esteem it proper to reserve about 800 Surat to comply with 
the Tellicherry request as well as to meet the other services at this 
place.^ ■ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd February 1742: In our 
Consultation of the 4th instant (February 1742) a quantity of copper 
was reserved for coining into pice for the service of this place and 
Tellicherry. The mint people have coined a pice of the size and 
weight of pennyweights 4 and grains 2-^^ each pice. According to this 
computation allowing for charges a man of copper will produce : 

2900 pice of pennyweights 4 and grains 2|xr Rs. q. r. Rs, q. r. 

eachj that is at 80 pice to the rupee ... 36 1 0 

Deduct : 

(1) Labour ... ... 3 1 0 

(2) Loss in burning ... ... 1 0 0 

(3) C’harcoal, hire, and stamping ... 1 0 0 

(4) Mint undertakers ... ... 0 2 0 

Total charges ... 5 3 0 


Chapto III- 
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Coined, 
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Produces clear ... 30 2 0 

This compared with the price which the article of copper now bears, 
leaves a gain of 26|^ per cent to our Honourable Masters. It is 
therefore directed the parcel be out of hand coined according to the 
above calculate.^ 

The Surat Factory Diary of 1742 contains the following account 
of the net produce of 100 ounces of the following species of silver in 
Bombay Mint^ : 

Nova or old Mexico dollars dated to the year 1726, <1* **• 

100 ounces now produces clear of mint charges . 244 3 10 
Ditto or new Mexico dollars dated since that year, 

ditto ... ... ... ... 243 2 28 

Tamulia or old Pillar dollars dated to the year 
1728, ditto ... ... ... . ... 247 1 30 

Ditto or new Pillar dollars dated since that year, 
ditto ... ^ ... ... ... 244 1 39 

G-erman crowns, ditto ... ... ... 232 2 41 

Marclianor duccatoons, ditto ... ... 249 2 26 

Vaggia or Lyon dollars, ditto ... ... 195 1 4l 

Zellottas, ditto ... ... ... 141 0 0 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th May 1742: There being Tutenague Pice, 
a want of pice for the use of the island and a quantity of tutenague 1742. 

remaining in warehouse^ directed it be delivered for that purpose to 
Be. coined.^ ' , • 



1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 30th July 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 374. 

2 Bom. Gov. Diary 4tli Peb. 1743, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 75. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 22nd Feb. 1742, Pub. IHary 15 of 1741-43, 112-113. “ 

Surat Fact. Diary Mar. 1742 Vol. 5 of 1740- 1742, 145. Forrest^ s Home Series, I. 271. 

5 Bom. Gov, Consultation lOtb May 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 243, 
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Bombay Government Consultation, 21st Jamiary 1743 : Great 
quantities of piee of much less value than our own being brought 
from the Maratha dominions, by passing in payments on this island 
prejudice the Honourable Comj)any, since but for them a larger 
quantity yielding profit of about 30 per cent would have been coined. 
As to directly prohibit the importation of these pices may give disgust to 
our neighbours, it is proposed that no piee but those coined in our mint 
be received into the treasury. This proposition as it is calculated to have 
the desired effect, is agreed to.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 11th I^ebrtiary 1743 : The 
resolution we came to in Consultation the 21st ultimo (January 1743) 
for preventing the currency of all such pice as were not coined by the 
Honourable Company, has had the intended effect. But as some 
merchants have quantities of foreign tutenague piee which wdll not 
pass now, they propose re-coining them if attended with no more 
expense than mint charges. This request, as the duty of coinage will 
be inconsiderable, is granted.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th February 1743 : Directed 
a purchase be made of 500 mans tutenague for coining into pice, 
they being much wanted at j>resent.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th March 1743 : In the above 
Consultation of the 26th ultimo (February 1743) a purchase was 
, ordered to be made of 600 mans tutenague for coining into pice, 
and Raghoji a Banian having offered that quantity at the price it had 
lately been sold for of Rs. 8| the man^ it is agreed that it be accepted 
and that the amount be paid out of the treasury for it at that rate.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23rd April 1745: Upon inspect- 
ing the mint it is found necessary in order to make a better despatch 
that another part of it be covered and more chimneys added. Further 
as part of the old roof is so low that it often takes fire, it is con- 
venient that it be raised and a new roof made upon the old ivall and 
compound wall. This is agreed to and the land paymaster directed to 
give orders that the necessary additions and repairs be made with the 
utmost frugality.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23rd February 1748: It being 
found that a considerable quantity of false tutenague piee made on this 
island are daily passed in payment to the prejudice of the inhabitants 
particularly of the poorest sort, it is resolved that a publication be made 
requiring all persons who may be possessed of such pice to bring them 
to the Honourable Company's mint within fifteen days. At the mint 
they will be taken on the Honourable Company’s account according to 
the value of the metal and be paid for out of the treasury accordingly, 
Furtln^*, after the expiration of those fifteen days, if any person or 



1 Bom. Grov. Consultation 21st Jan. 174.3, Pub. Diary 16 of 1743, 19. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation litli Eeb. 1743, Pub. Diary 16 of 1743, 35. 

^ Bom. Gov. Diary 26tb Fob. 1743, Pub. Diary 16 of 1743, 57. 

^ Bom, Gov, Consultation 8tb Mar. 1743, Pub, Diary 16 of J743, G8, 
Bom. Gov. Consultation 23rd April 1745, Pub. Diary IS of 17bM5, 15;?, 
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persons shall attempt to pass such false pice in payment or be found 
possessed of any such, tlie same will be forfeited^ half to the informer 
and the other half as this Board shall think reasonable.^ 

The same Consultation continues : It being considered on this oe- 
casioii that piee made of copper from a good die which can be cut in 
a neat manner by a European here, would be less liable to counter- 
feit by these country people than the pice that have heretofore been 
coined on this island, it is agreed that 220 Surat of the old copper 
received by the Drake ketch be delivered to the mint for being coined 
into pice valuing it at Rs, 2 8-1 -6 4^ the Surat man. This exclusive 
of the charge of coinage will yield a profit of 26*136 per cent to the 
Honourable Company as appears by the following calculation : 

The net produce of a Surat man of Persia old cojiper 
coined in pice of 20 mils or peniiyweights 3 and grains 
17-95, allowing the Bombay tola to be dwt, 7 and 
grains 10-19, lbs. 37*333 avoirdupois are pounds 
%voy of oz. 14 dwt. 11 and grains 15*5 each, lbs. 45 oz. 4 
dwt. 8 and grs. 2*66, or, at vdh 1571*2 the pound, 
nCth 58658‘i, are pice, of 20 veils each, 2932-9, at 80 Us^ q, r. 

pice the rupee ... ... ... ... ... tTS 2 G-1 

Deduct Mint Charges : 

Loss in melting sers 3*33 the man and valuing the Rs. q. r. 

copper at Rs. 24 the man ... ... 1 2 25 

Charcoal, 5 melting and stamping ... 1 3 75 

The people^s labour ... ... 4 3 0 

Total Charges ... 8 1 0 

Produces clear ... 23 1 64 

As old copper is sold by the man of 42 sers, the mint managers 
expect the same allowance for dirt and iron Usually mixed with the 
pots. The present price of copper is Rs. 22 ; so that the Honourable 
Gom];)any will gain by this coinage 29*136 per cent*.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th April 1748 : As the Honour- 
able Company have lately been sufferers in the custom house at Mahim 
by receiving bad pice as specified in the account custom for the month 
of February last (1748) for want of a shroff in that office, the custom 
master is ordered to entertain a proper person for that business at tlie 
rate of Rs. 6 a month 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th March 1748 : Seeing 
that the present undertakers of the mint continue their base practice 
of having a large sum couvstantly in the sweeps to the Honourable Com- 
pany's detriment, and as from indolence or incapacity they are not able 
to coin the silver brought hither unless assisted from the treasury or 
by merchants with large transfer bills, it is therefore proposed to give 
the management to Ranchhodset Lakhmanset, Raghuset Bhimsot, and 
Ranehhodset Trimbakset of fair characters and capable of the business, 
who have also a set of able assistants. But as neither these nor any other 


^ Bom. G-ot. Consultation 23rd Feb. 1748, Pub, Diary 21 of 1748, 69. 

-Mr, Lawrence Sulivan Mint Master’s Eeport and Bom. Oov. Consultation 23rd 
Feb. 1748, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 69 -70. 

’> Bom. 0.)\^ Diary49fclyAprU 1748, IM). Diaiy 21 of 1748, 1.%^^ 
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o’oldsmiths in Bombay can give the neeessaiy security, the following 
reo-ulations will obviate the difficulty by leaving them no power to 
defraud the Honourable Company or the merchants : The mint master 
to have an Englishman as his deputy who will be constantly in the 
mint when no silver can be carried in or out without his knowledge; 
this person to be paid by the President and mint master. The 
mint to be secured with locks. One key to be kept by the managers 
the other by the mint master; and never to be opened or shut 
but he or his deputy are present. All bullion to_ be carried every 
evening from the mint to the Fort and deposited in a chest under 
the joint charge of the mint master and managers. The dies in like 
manner to be carried thither every night. All receipts of silver into 
the mint and payments from thence to be reported as usual to the 
mint master and also undersigned by his deputy. That the rupees may 
be kept up to their one fineness, it will be the mint master^s care 
that the rupees are frequently assayed. As these methods duly 
observed will certainly prevent embezzlements, which answer the 
intent of any security that can be given, the Board unanimously 
agrees thereto. The new undertakers being accordingly called in, 
\vem made acquainted therewith ; who assenting to the same, the terms 
of the contract to be entered into with them wmre explained to them as 
follows. That the following rates of silver contained in Consultation 


100 ozs. 

trov weiiylit of Pillar dollars, old ... 

Rs. 

248 

q. r. 

0 18 

100 

do. 

Mexico old 

245 

3 321 

100 

do. 

Duccatooug 

250 

3 O" 

100 

do. 

French crowns 

245 

1 11 

100 

do. 

Old Seville dollars 

249 

0 61 

100 

do. 

Crusadoes 

244 

0 68 

300 

do. 

Peru 

230 

1 31 

100 

do. 

Lyon dollars 

German crowns 

198 

0 86 

100 

do. 

232 

2 17 


All other sorts of silver to be adjusted agreeable to their real value. 
That they have always in store wood, ashes, charcoal, tamarind, earthen 
utensils sufficient to dispatch the coinage of 12 lakhs of rupees; and 
if the mint business stops for want of any of these articles, they shall 
forfeit such a sum as the Governor and Council shall direct, provided 
they are not impeded by war or other unavoidable accidents in the 
importation. The rupee to be an exact tola in weight or dwt. 7 and 
grains 11 and in fineness 14-| dwt. better than English standard. 
As the mint master can employ . . . workmen, the undertakers shall 
procure and be assisted to procure this number. When completed the 
undertakers shall be obliged to keep the workmen in constant pay 
and shall not discharge them. If they are proved to discharge work- 
men the undertakers shall be subject to such penalty as the Governor 
and Council may judge necessary to inflict. Unless prevented by 
sickness the managers and their assistants be obliged to give constant 
attendance in the mint dining the time that silver dwells there, or 
forfeit their contract. That there may be no sweeps in the mint, the 
managers shall upon the first coinage deliver in a calculate of what 
they find will remain in a Ifikh of rupees or a less sum. If on trial 
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this calculate is found Just they shall agree to a time for payment^ and 
if the managers exceed this time^ interest must be allowed by them. So 
long as these undertakers observe the terms of their contract^ the Gov- 
ernment and Gouncil engage that the management be continued to 
them or either of them. As there will be no sweeps and as the under- 
takers will be obliged to keep a number of workmen in pay, the Honour- 
able Company agree to allow them to have lead from their stores at the 
same rate as the former mint undertakers, which is Rs. 6 the falm 
man, the undertakers, after the first coinage, delivering a calculate of 
what lead a Mkh of rupees may require.-*- 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th June 1749 : There being 
a scarcity of single piee upon the island and the Honourable Company 
having about 75 Surat mans of copper in warehouse, it is agreed 
that the same be coined into piee as soon as possible, and valued at 
the rate of Rs. 26 the Surat man exclusive of mint charges ; and 
the warehouse-keeper is directed to deliver the coi)j)er into the mint 
accordingly 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th March 1751 : Being in 
want of gold to send to Karwdr to pay for the pepper contracted for 
at that place it is agreed that a letter be written to the Chief and 
Factors at Surat directing them to purchase from 10,000 to 15,000 
Venetians on the most reasonable terms they can and to send them 
down hither by the first proper conveyance.^ 

Referring to the above a Consultation, the 5th April 1751, records : 
The Chief and Factors at Surat could not purchase any quantity of 
Venetians to send down by these vessels at a reasonable rate, as since 
the arrival of our orders for providing them the price of A^enetians has 
risen from Rs. 4| to Es. At the same time by purchasing them 

in small parcels they hope to get the whole quantity ready by the next 
conveyance.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th October 1751 : The Pre- 
sident acquaints the Board that some people are very desii’ous of 
coining copper pice stamping them in our mint. As this will in- 
crease the Honourable Company's revenues and be a means of raising 
the price of copper (which is now a falling commodity), this proposal 
is assented to.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th February 1754: Read 
a letter from Mr. John Spencer, mint master, setting forth that the 
island is in great want of pice, but that the present very high 
price of copper would make them turn out to the disadvantage of 
the Honourable Company, were they to be made of that article. 
That tutenague is now cheaper than it has heen for many years past, 
and that one thousand or fifteen hundred Surat mans will supply the 


1 Bom. Gov. Consiiltaiion 25tli Mar. 1748, Pttb. Diary 21 of 1748, 109 -11 b. 

Diary 2 of 1724, 83« ' 

2 Bom. Gov. Cons-altation ISth June 1749, Pub. Diary 22 of 1749, 181. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consnltation 26th Mar. 1751, Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 102. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 5tli April 1751, Ptib. Diary 24 of 1751, 116* ^ ' 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 29th Oct. 1751, Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 365. 
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necessity of tlie place. Eesolved that this quantity be purchased 
on the most reasonable terms, and as we are persuaded it will be 
for the Honourable Company’s advantage to make it on their own 
account allowing the minters something for their trouble, directed 
that orders be issued to the mint master accordingly.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation^ 22nd February 1754 : Being 
in want of tutenague for coining pice as resolved in last Consul- 
tation^ and a parcel offering at Bs. 7f the man the current price in 
the town, resolved to accept it.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd August 1757: The 
poorer sort of inhabitants complaining of the want of small 
currency, agreed that the mint master be ordered to get the value 
of Rs, 10,000 coined in half and quarter pice.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 15th July 1766: The mint 
master representing that the Hukeri rupees cannot be coined into 
rupees but must be coined into Bombay rupees, they are ordered 
to be coined accordingly.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 30th July 1765: The great 
scarcity of silver which has prevailed for a considerable time on 
the island being attended with many inconveniences and proving a 
very great prejudice to the trade of the place, the establishing of a 
gold currency has been thought of. The minters having delivered 
in a calculate of a gold currency, the same is ordered to follow 
this Consultation, and to be sent round to the several members for 
their inspection before next meeting.® 

Minters^ calculate of Venetians to be made into new coins for 
Bombay currency, in fineness 2 vdlseAloy the tola of Venetian gold. 
The Venetians 100 full weight at Es. 4| each is Rs. 460, namely : 


Venetians 100 at 12 vdk each is vdls 1200, at 40 the tola is 

Tolas, 
... 30 

. vais, 

0 

Alloy at 2 the tola ... ... 

... 

1 

20 



31 

20 

This at 40 vdls the tola is vdls 1260, at ^ils 10 and rice 

lO for each 

piece of gold is pieces 118 and rice 20. 

Es. 

q. 

r« 

This at Es. 4 the piece is ... 

472 

2 

0 

Deduct coinage charges 

10 

3 

85 . 


461 

2 

15 

Deduct coinage duty at 2| per cent 

11 

2 

15 . 

Net ... 

450 

0 

0 

The Venetians 100 full weight at Rs. 4-2-25 each 

is 

Es, 

, 456-1, 

namely : 

Tolas. 

vais. 

Venetians 100 at 12 vdl$ each is vdls 1200, at 40 the tola is 

... 

30 

0 

Alloy at 2 the tola ... ... ... 

» e » 


20 



31 

:20y 


2 Bom, Gov. Consuitation IStii Feb. 1764, Pub. Diary 27 of 1754, 65. 

» Bom. Gov. Consultation •22nd Feb. 1754, Pub. Diary 27 of 1754, 70-7L 
^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 2nd Aug. 1767, Pub. Diary 60 of 1757, 289. 

^ Bom. Gov. Diary 15th July 1766, Pub. Diary 46 of 1766, 428. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 60th July 1765, Pub. Diary 45 of 1765, 478. 
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This at 40 >&dl8 tlie tola is 1260, at vdh 10 and rice 7f 
(so called) on each piece is pieces 119 and rice 123| at q. r, 

Es. 4 the piece ... ... ... ... 479 0 55 

Deduct coinage charges ... ... ... ll 0 75 

467 3 80 

Deduct coinage duty at 2 J per cent ... ... 11 2 80 

Net ...456 1 0 

The Venetians 100 full weight at Rs. 4-2-50 each is 
Ks. 462-2-0, namely : Toifa.vaig. 

Venetians 100 at 12 vdU each is vdU 1200, at 40 vdls the tola... 30 0 

Alloy at 2 mZs the tola ... ... ... ... 1 20 

20 

This at 40 'udZs the tola is 1260, at vdZs 10 rice 5J the piece rs. q. r. 
is 121 pieces and rice 84|, which at Es. 4 the piece is ... 486 0 67 

Deduct coinage charges ... ... ... ... 11 3 24 

474 1 43 

Deduct coinage duty at 2 J per cent ... ... 11 3 43 

Net ... 462 2 0 

The minters note the following additional points. The fineness 
of a Bombay gold rupee which weighs 1 tola gold contains : pure 
gold, parts 98; alloy, parts 2; total 100. The above mentioned 
intended coins of gold are above three touches worse than the 
fineness of Bombay gold rupees and therefore have five touch alloy 
in 100. The Venetians must be heated before they are weighed to 
clear them from wax and dirt. As the making this intended coin 
is a new trial, we desire you will please order to be delivered to us 
300 Venetians to know whether it will turn agreeable to the above 
calculation or not, also to fix the weight of each piece. That you 
will inform us in what manner they are to be stamped. If the 
above calculation is not approved, we ofifer to make a gold coin 
that shall pass current for Rs. 15 and weigh 38 vdU pure gold, so 
that for 100 Venetians full weight {after having been heated) we 
shall deliver 30 gold coins amounting to Rs. 450, and stand to all 
our own charges and coinage duty. We also propose to make 
halves and quarters for the greater conveniency of the inhabitants 
of this place,-^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 31st July 1765; Agreeable 
to yesterday’s resolution of Council the calculate of gold coins was 
sent round to the several members for their inspection, when the 
majority concurring in thinking it better to wait the arrival of the 
Mokha ships, as gold will probably then be cheaper, the same was 
■determinecl on.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th November 1765: Re- 
Sliming the consideration of the propriety of establishing a gold 
coin to pass current on the island, it is remarked that this seems 


I Bombay Minters’ Calculate, 1765, Pub. Diary 45 of 1765, 483-484. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 31st July 1765, Pub, Diary 46 of 1765, 484, 
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tlie proper juncture for carrying the same into execution as gold is 
now very cheap. Resolved therefore that a gold coin to contain 
exactly thirty-eight vctls of pure Venetian gold be established 
to pass current for Rs. 15. This the mint master is accordingly 
ordered to make, also halves and quarters of the same, with the 
Honourable Company’s arms on one side and Bombay with the 
year on the other. That trial of this coin be made for the 
present to the amount of Es. 60,000, and, should it be found to 
mis wer, more may be made hereafter. As from the present low 
price of gold the Honourable Company will gain considerably by 
this coin, it must at all times be changed at the treasury whenever 
tendered for that purpose.-^ 

This day (8th January 17G6) a publication was issued signifying 
to the inhabitants the establishment of the gold coin and enjoining 
them to receive the same at Rs. 15 each, and halves and quarters 
of the sanie.^ 

BomhajT- Government Consultation, 28th April 176 7: Great abuses 
havioglately been experienced,by the petty shroffs refusingto receive 
rupees in the bazdr, the principal merchants and shroffs were called 
upon to give their opinions what rupees should pass current. They 
declared no objections should be made to any Bombay rupees what- 
ever, whether cracked, broken, chopped, with holes or otherwise, pro- 
vided that each rupee was within . one gunj oi iull weight (lOU 
making a rupee) ; nor to any Mahmud Shaw and Amud 
Shaw Surat rupees, whether broad ones, cracked, or even chop- 
ped or with holes on the rims, provided they are not chopped 
or have holes on the facing, and are full weight. The Secretary is 
therefore directed to issue a publication requiring that all such 
rupees as are mentioned above be received and do pass current at 
the full value of eighty pice the rupee.^ 

Court to Bombay, 25th April 1771 : The resolution you have 
taken to make the standard of Surat rupees the same as the standard 
of those coined at Bombay, appears to us a very proper measure. 
This may tend to put a stop to the currency of Broach rupees, 
the continuance of which will be highly prejudicial to the interest 
of the Company as well as to that of private merchants. We hope 
jrour next advices will inform us that the state of your cash has 
enabled you to carry that measure into execution.'^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 17th August 1770: Taking 
into consideration the proposals from the Chief and Council at Surat 
relative to the produce of the mint there, it is observed that the 
same exceeds that of the mint here, notwithstanding which, as the 
agreeing to it seems to be a case of necessity, we must acquiesce, 
though even this will not remedy the evil, there being a mint at 


^ Bom, Gov. Consultation 5th Kov. 1765, Pub. Diary 45 of 1765, 707. 

2 Bom. Gov, Diary 8th Jan. 1766, Pub, Diary 46 of 1766, 25. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 28th April 1767, Pub, Diary 48 of 1767, 293. 

^ CoTirt to Bombay 25th April 1771 para 44, Pub, Dep. Court’s Letters Yol. 8 of 
1769-1771, 257 -258. 
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Poona where the rupee is of so base a coinage as to make the German 
crowns turn out Rs. 2124 per 100^ while ours here turn out only 
Rs. 204*2-93 to Company's servants and Rs. 202-2-63 to private 
persons^ which of course induces the proprietors of silver to export 
rather than coin it. Resolved therefore in order effectually to stop 
this growing evil so prejudicial to the trade of this place as well as to 
that of Surat, that an export duty of three per cent be laid on all 
unwrought silver and silver foreign coins exported from hence or 
Surat, except to Batavia China or other Presidencies ; and should 
any be found going off clandestinely, the same to be confiscated, of 
which public notice must be given 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th April 1775 : Read a 
petition from the shroffs on the island representing it as a great 
hardship as well as an impediment to trade, their being obliged to 
pay a duty of three per cent on the exportation of silver and of silver 
foreign coins. It appears by our records that this duty was resolved 
on under the 17th August 1770. But as it is represented to be too 
hard for the merchants, in which opinion we concur, it is therefore 
resolved that no duty be collected from henceforward on any 
silver or silver coins exported from hence to the northward, 
ft is at the same time ordered that a duty of three per cent be 
collected on all silver and silver coins exported from hence to the 
coast of Malabar, Batavia, China, or to the other Presidencies." 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9th September 1778 : The 
humble petition of the undersubscribed merchants of Bombay, 
dated Bombay 4th September 1778, most humbly showeth ; That 
your Honour’s petitioners with due respect and submission beg leave 
to represent to you the hardness of their situation in being obliged 
to pay a duty of three percent on all silver coins exported from 
this settlement to the southward. This silver in general is the pro- 
duce of goods on which a custom of 6|- per cent has been already 
collected, or it is meant to purchase merchandise which wall pay 
this duty hereafter. Your petitioners trust that your Honour 
wall deem G-J per cent as much as trade can possibly bear at the 
very low ehb it is at present, and that near 10 per cent wdiicli this 
additional duty (3 per cent) brings it to, is more than any trade 
can support even wlien the markets are far more advantageous. 
Y'our petitioners therofoie most humbly pray that you wall be 
pleased to take their case into consideration. For the fore- 
going reasons they take the liberty to address your Honourable 
Board and flatter themselves from your Honour'’s kiiowni readi- 
ness ever to afiord the merchants trading under your protection 
all reasonable encouragement, that you will direct this duty of 
three per cent on the exportation of silver to be discontinued in 
future; and that you will further be so good as to direct the 
custom master not to persist in levying some demands he now' has 
on your petitioners on this accoiint.^ 

U Bom. Gov. Consultation 17th Aug. 1770, Pub. Diary 56 of 1770, 449. 

- Tub. Diary 67 of 1775, 355. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759 -1738, 103. 

3 Pub, Diary 74 of 1778, 671 - 673, PorresPs Home Series, II. 224. 
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Eead the above petition from sundry merchants praying that 
the export duty on silver may be taken oiff. Though we admit the 
merchants do suffer some hardship in paying the duty on their 
exports to the Malabar coast, yet as we can find no remedy which 
will not admit of abuse, as under cover of exporting money to the 
coast it might be carried to China and Batavia from whence it never 
returns^ it is therefore resolved that the duty be continued as at 
present d 

Bombay Government Consultation, 15th March 1771 : Taking into 
consideration our present great want of specie, and observing that the 
vast expense of the new fortifications carries away almost all the money 
we can raise, and that there am now emjfioyed thereon full five thousand 
men, it is agreed there be in future employed no more than 2500 men. 
These the Principal Engineer must be directed to employ on such works 
as are most immediately necessary.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th March 1771 ; Letter from 
the Principal Engineer to the President and Council, dated Bombay 
]9th March 1771. The number to be discharged agreeable to your 
orders is two thousand and twenty-eight men; their monthly pay 
amounts to Rs. 10,878-0-50. I have called together the principal 
officers of the artificers and labourers, and have got them to agree to 
receive for the ensuing six months a paper currency equal to the above 
amount, provided that three-fourths of the said paper currency shall at 
all times be received into the Honourable Oompany^s treasury at interest 
the same as cash.^ 

Eead the above letter from the Principal Engineer addressed to us in 
consequence of our resolution last council-day for reducing the number 
of workmen employed, and proj)osing a means for continuing them by 
passing a paper currency. On which it is observed that it was not the 
mere pay of the workmen that caused us to reduce them, but as it was 
the occasion of a great reduction of expense in materials likewise. 
As in this respect a pa|)er currency will be attended with great ineoii- 
venience, it is agreed to confirm our former resolution, except in 
regard to the women and boys at present employed to the number of 
about 400, which are represented to be attended with a small expense. 
The Principal Engineer is therefore permitted to retain them, and as 
we esteem this a most favourable opportunity for reducing the pay of 
those who are still to be employed, the paymaster is directed to use 
every means in his power to effect it.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16th Mai^eh 1771 : As the gentle- 
men at Surat represent that the chief reason of the scarcity of specie 
there is owing to their mint having for some time been shut u]p, and that 
the scarcity of specie is the reason of the inability of merchants to lend 
the money we wanted and directed them to procure at interest. Further 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 9tli Sept. 177$, Pub. Diary 74 of 1778, 667, Forrest's 
Home Series, II. 223. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 16th Mar. 1771, Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, 171 - 172. 

2 Pul). Diary 57 of 1771, 195. 

* Bom. OoY. Consultation 3 9th Mar. 1771, Pub, Diary 57 of 1771, 181 * 182. 
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as we wish to obviate the difSculties which have occasioned the Surat 
mint to be disused^, and in order that every measure in our power may 
be pursued to endeavour to procure money at interest, it is resolved 
Messrs, Jervis, Stackhouse, and Tayler be appointed a committee to 
enquire into the state of the Surat mint and how it arises that Broach 
rupees are better than those of Surat, which the Chief and Council 
represent to be actually the case.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, I9th March 1771: Head the 
report of the committee appointed to enquire into the state of the Surat 
mint, and how it arose that Broach rupees were now preferable to those 
of Surat. On consideration of this report and of the assay of Surat and 
Broach rupees delivered in by the committee, and of the several direc- 
tions which have been from time to time given, it is agreed that the 
committee's recommendation that the Surat mint be opened agreeable 
to the last terms proposed by the Nabob in his conference with Messrs. 
Gambier and Perrott under the 5th October last (1770) be now carried 
into execution. In this case we expect the standard of the Surat rupees 
will be equal to the Bombay. This is what we meant in our letter of the 
2Gth October last (1770) by adding ^ in other respects in like manner 
as practised here.'’ Though we agree the Broach rupees be received into 
the Surat treasury for the present, yet as soon as a sufficient quantity 
of Surat rupees are coined on the present standard, Broach rupees are 
then no longer to be permitted to pass current. But we are of opinion 
discount or vatdv should be settled on the Broach rupees which we 
leave to the discretion of the Chief and Council (at Surat) to do in the 
most equitable manner.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6th October 1772 : Read a letter 
from the military paymaster with respect to the exchange on piee 
which is daily rising, enclosing one to him from the Brigadier General 
on the subject, and requesting the directions of the Board on this head. 
As by a publication in the year 1757 the exchange of silver into pice 
and vice versa was limited to half a piee the rupee, and as this if duly 
observed will efieetually put a stop to the evil complained of, it is 
resolved that the publication be republished and the most punctual 
observance of it required under proper penalties.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st September 1773 : Not- 
withstanding the publication that was issued last year (October 17 72) 
limiting to half a pice in a rupee the exchange to be taken on chang- 
ing tutenague pice into silver, the exchange on changing pice for 
silver has risen to about 10 per cent. As this charge is a great loss 
and detriment to the soldiers sepoys and labourers who are chiefly 
paid in pice, as well as to the poor in general, the means for putting 
a stop thereto is taken into consideration. It is observed that} from 
the very low price tutenague has borne for some time past and 
from the vast quantity of pice on the island we have reason to 
conclude that great numbers of piee must be made on the other 


^ Bom. Grov. Consultation 16th Mar. 1771, Pub. Diary 67 of 1771, 170- 171. 
2 Bom. Grov. Consultation 19th Mar. 1771, Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, 180, 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 0th Oct. 1772, Puh, Diary 62 of 1772, 928, 
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side and brought over hither. It is therefore resolved that a procla- 
mation be issued tomorrow morning crying down the value of pice 
from 80 to 100 in every rapee, to commence from the moment it is 
published. As even then tutenague may be made into pice to great 
advantage by persons on the other side, as we suppose has been 
hitherto practised j it is further resolved and agreed that all pice 
that may be coined in future shall be of copper, and one hundred to 
a rupe^, and that they be of such a weight as just to answer the 
value of the copper with the expenses of coinage. From hence- 
forward no tutenague pice will be coined in our mintd 

Bombay Government Consultation, 28th September 1773 : The 
Collector represents to the Board a petition from the arrack farmers 
requesting that owing to their holding this farm they had a large 
quantity of pice in hand at the time the publication was issued 
crying them down from 80 to 100 the rupee, requesting relief 
therein. This being considered, it is unanimously deemed reason- 
able to afford them some relief, as well as to the tobacco farmers 
who are in the vsame predicament, and who have made application to 
the same purpose. Resolved therefore that the rent of the tobacco 
and arrack farms be received in pice from the 1st to the 22nd 
instant (being the day pice were reduced) at the rate of 80 to one 
rupee; the loss of which must fall on the Company. But for any 
arrears of rent due before that time, pice can be received only at 
the present exchange or in silver, because it was the farlners^owB 
fault the rent was not paid long before the publication.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th October 1773 : Great 
numbers of complaints are daily made that tutenague pice do not 
pass current in the bazdr since our proclamation reducing them in 
value. This upon consideration we are of opinion may in a great 
measure be owing to pice not being received from all persons in 
payments made to our treasury. It is therefore agreed in order to 
remedy the many inconveniences complained of, that from hence- 
forward in all sums tendered at the treasury one-half will be 
accepted in pice (if desired), provided the pice so tendered be of the 
Company’s own coinage. At the same time as we are convincecl 
from the vast quantity of pice on the island that great numbers must 
have been coined surreptitiously, which must have turned out to 
the great advantage of those who coined them tutenague for a long 
time past having been at a very low price, and as we understand 
that the surreptitious pice are easily distinguishable from those of 
the Company, it is resolved, in order to put a stop to this perni- 
cioiis and unlawful practice of coming pice as well as to remedy the 
evil subsisting by the quantity that has been already coined, that 
all pice of the surreptitious coinage presented for payment at the 
treasury shall be instantly cut in two and forfeited to the Company. 
For this purpose the necessary noimters and shroffs must attend at 
the treasury, who shall be answerable for the receipt of any pice not 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 21st Sept. 1773, Pub. Diary 64 of 1773, 647 - 648. 
2 Bom. Gov. Cousiiltation 2Bth Sept, 1773, Pub. Diary 64 of 1773, 660. 
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coined by the Company^ and the assistant to* the treasnrer must 
always be present in the treasury that no favour or affection may 
be shown to any one. As we are convinced that the only 
effectual means of putting a stop to all these complaints regarding 
pice is to call in those made of tutenague, and to coin such a 
quantity of copper pice as will be sufScient for the currency of the 
piace^ it is resolved that as soon as possible the amount of 
Es. 20,000 of copper be coined into pice,, a proportionable quantity 
of which must be in halves and quarters. When the same are ready 
to be issued, the tutenague piee coined by the Company will be 
called in and all others rendered uncurrent.^ 

Bombay Government Gonsaltation, 12th October 1773 : Several 
petitions are laid before the Board from persons concerned in carry“ 
ing on the arrack and tobacco farms complaiBing that they suffer 
several grievances by the late orders regarding tutenague pice, 
which they pray may be remedied. As we have reason to believe 
that their complaints proceed more from artful management 
than any real cause of grievance, it is resolved, in order effectually 
to put a stop thereto, that the principal arrack and tobacco farmers 
be called by the Secretary and acquainted if they think they have 
any real reason to complain that the late orders regarding tute- 
Hague pice have been of prejudice to their sales, that the farms 
will be received back from them and put up again to sale if they 
desire to deliver them up.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th October 177S : The Secre- 
tary acquaints the Board that he called upon the principal arrack 
and tobacco farmers and acquainted them as ordered in our last 
Consultation; when the arrack farmers consented to continue to hold 
possession of that farm as he assured them the present perplexities 
regarding pice would be over so soon as a proper quantity of copper 
pice were coined ; but the tobacco farmers proposed presenting a 
petition to the Board on the subject.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th October 1773: Bead a 
petition from the tobacco fax’mers representing the loss they sus- 
tain in carrying on the farm, not only from the alteration of the 
value of pice from 80 to 100 to a rupeee, but also by uncurrent pice» 
Upon mature consideration of this, it is agreed the fai'mers be 
acquainted that any loss which may actually have accrued to them 
by the counterfeit pice shall be made good after the copper pice 
are issued, on their delivering exact accounts thereof on oath. Also- 
if, after the copper pice are issued, they shall find a loss by the 
alteration from 80 to 100 pice for a rupee, it is further agreed 
that the farm will be received back and again put up to sale.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th November 1773 : As 
between ten to twelve thousand rupees of copper pice are now 


] Bom. Gov. Consultation 5tli Oct. 1773,, Pub. Diary 64 of 1773, 673 -674:. 

® Boin. Gov. Consultation 12tli Oct. 1773, Pub. Diary 64 of 1773, 693. 

^ loni. Oov. Consultation 19th Oct. 17.73, PuV Diary 64 of 1773, 699-700. 

Bom. Gov. Consultation 2Gtli Oct» 1773, Pub. Diary 64 of 1773, 709- 
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coined^ resolved that they be issued from the treasury on the 
first of the ensuing month of December, Against that time a 
proclamation must be prepared, noting that the same are to pass 
current, and declaring all tutenague pice uneurrent from that time. 
All tutenague pice that are of the Company's coinage and may be 
brought into their treasury on or before the 31st of the ensuing month 
of December, will be received on the Company's account, and we shall 
hereafter determine how tg dispose of them.^ 

The Proclamation regarding pice, dated 30th November 1773: 
By the Honourable William Hornby, Esquire.— In order to 
remedy the many inconveniences that arise from tutenague pice 
passing current on this island, which are principally owing to the 
large quantity that have been coined smTe];)titiously, it has been 
determined that a proper quantity of j^ice made of copper should be 
coined, and that when the same were ready to be issued the tutenague 
pice should no longer pass current on this Island of Bombay. In 
pursuance of this determination a proper quantity of copper pice are now 
ready to be issued, which are to pass at the rate of one hundred for every 
silver Bombay rupee. It is hereby ordered and declared that from to- 
nioiTow morning no tutenague pice shall pass currentinthis Town or 
Island of Bombay, nor shall any person or persons be obliged to receive 
or accept the same in payment from the time above mentioned. Such 
tutenague pice as have been coined by the Honourable Company in 
their mint and may be brought into their treasury on or before the last 
day of the ensuing month of December, will be received and paid for 
at the rate of 100 for a Bombay silver rupee, the present exchange. 
All such as may be tendered that are not of the Company's coinage, 
will be cut in two and forfeited to the Company.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th April 1774: As we are in 
immediate want of money, not only for our current expenses but also 
to discharge the bills drawn from Onor which are now due, resolved 
that all the tutenague pice which have been called in and are now in 
the treasury, be sold at public outcry for the most they will fetch. 
The outcry to be made by Messrs. Fletcher and Garden, who are now 
appointed a committee for that purpose, and the amount to be paid as 
the pice are taken away.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, Idtlx April 1774: The com- 
mittee appointed to sell the tutenague pice called into the treasury, 
report that they met for that purpose on the day appointed ; but that 
notwithstanding due notice was given of the intended sale, no 
purchasers whatever attended. Ordered that they fix on another day 
for the sale when they must endeavour to dispose of the piee.^' 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3rd May 1774 : The committee 
appointed to sell the tutenague pice that had been called into the 
treasury report to the Board that they again met to endeavour to 


» Bonj. Gov. Consultation 26th Nov, 1773, Pub. Diary 64 of 1773, 800. 

2 Fub. Diary 64 of 1773, S14. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 7th April 1774, Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, 284. 
^Bom. Gov. Consultation 13«h April 1774, Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, SOT. 
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dispose of them ; but that no person could be induced to offer more for 
them than Rs. 3-10-0 the Surat man.. This being so very low they 
did not think themselves authorized to sell them at such a rate. The 
great scarcity of money was assigned as the reason for this very low 
offer 

Bombay Government Consultation, 15th August 1775: The com- 
mittee appointed to make sale of the tutenague pice report to the 
Board by letter that they have sold the whole quantity of tutenague 
pice in the treasury at Rs. 4-0-50 the Surat and for ready money 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th December 1774: A 
considerable number of Broach rupees were received in the treasure 
lately arrived from Surat as the treasurers now report. The rupees 
coined at that place by an assay made in the year 1771, were found to 
be superior to those of Surat, which last pass current here. For this 
reason, as well as because Broach now belongs to the Honourable 
Company, we esteem it very proper that Broach rupees should also 
pass current on this island. Ordered therefore that a publication 
be issued enjoining all persons to receive Broach rupees in payment 
without demanding discount.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 15th June 1774 : Letter from 
the Mint Master to the President and Council, dated Bombay 16th 
May 1774. I have received an order to lay before you an account 
of the profits arising by coining the different sorts of gold coins at 
their present value into gold rupees of the Bombay standard, with an 
account of the mint charges on the same. The variety of gold coins 
in India, few of them except Venetians being to be had in this 
place at present, prevents my being able to give your Honour 
the account you have ordered, as they ought all to be assayed to 
ascertain the alloy in each coin. In order to show your Honour 
the profit on coining Venetians into gold rupees of the Bombay 
standard, I shall beg leave to state the difference between the nominal 
and real value of the gold rupee now current for 15 silver rupees : 

1 gold rupee weighs dwt, 7 gr, 1 or 38 vdls of the fineness of 
24 carats which is Venetian standard and passes current for Rs. q- r. 

1 .5 silver rupees ... ... ... ... 15 0 0 

I gold rupee weighing Venetians 3J- or 38 vdls at Rs <1* r. 

Rs. 4-1-50 per Venetian of 12 veils ... ... 13 3 41 

Add the minter’s charges per cent, namely 
burnage (waste) on 100 Venetians at 21 vdls the 
100 Venetians equal to I j per cent j workmanship 
9 vdls the 100 V enetians equal to | per cent j total 
2§ per cent, that is ... ... ... 0 1 38 

Total ... 14 0 79 14 0 79 

Di:fference ... 0 3 21 

which is equal to 5*35 per cent profit, and will alter as Venetians rise or fall in 
price.-^ 


^ Bom. Grov, Consultation 3rd May 1774, Pub, Diary 65 of 1774, 369. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 15th Aug. 1775, Pub. Diary 68 of 1776, 634. 

3 Bom, Gov. Consultation 20th Dec. 1774, Pub. Diary 66 of 1774, 900, 
a\ib. Diary 65 of 1774, 429-430. 
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bear the same J 5 silve^ rupees a^s before) they 

the real value (as they aie i ^ • a g the urice of o’old in this- 
will be current in the adjacent conntne^ n aJs^hy SiSng it into 
place is at It is further agreed, 

tSe and recoined of the present weight and standard ; the dehciency 
rSt mnst be made%od by the Company as they enjoyed the 

profit that was made on their bemg first coined. _ 

^ Bombay Government Consultation, 25th Apnl 177o ; As there is- 
X xxrf%Y)i rvP divpr ciirroncy on the island^ it is agrood^in oidoi 

to ^obviate the inconveniences resulting therefrom, to coin gold to the 
amount of Rs. 60,000 into pieces of the value of one silver rupee eac^ 
Tbe in fin^ess e^ctly equal to the gold rupees now current and of 

A-th part of the weight of a gold rupee. 1 , 7 . m, 

Bombay Government Consultation, 12th December 1775 : There 
beinneveral counterfeit gold rupees now circulating on the island, 
it S’a-med to offer a reward of Rs. 1000 to any perspn or persons 
who will make discovery of the persons concerned in coming them, so 

that the offenders may be brought to justice. ^ _ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th March 1/78: We have 
rea^oT to believe that the troops have suffered by being paid m the 
Swid rupees. It is resolved that no more of this coin be issued 
from “the treLury and that the whole currency be eafied in and 
Jnt to China by the Beshorougl, where they can be^ leali^ed 
without loss. These rupees are not i 0 pass current after the 31st of 

Bombay Government Consultation, 30th SeptemW W78 : 
by patmiar a letter from the Chief and FactOT at Thana, dated 28th 
hfstant in which they advised that agreeable to om oi;der they had 
Sediiiall the gold fifteenths in circulation there, which being 126 m 

iBom. Gov. Consultation 15th June 1774. Puh. Diary 65 of 1774, 422-42a 
2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 25th April 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 1770, ooo-3oo. 
»Bom. Gov. Consultetion 12th Dee. 1775, Pub. Diary 08 of 17 f 5, feo2. 

‘‘Bom, Gov. Consultation 25th Mar. 1778, lub. Diaiy 73 of 1778, 14- 
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number they tlien trfinsmitted us and requested a supply of Rs. 20,000 Cliapter 111* 
for tiieir current expenses.^ ^ Capital* 

The following extracts relate to the Rate of Exchange : Bombay Exchango^ 

to Surat 11th November 1677. The dollars and pagodas Mr. Child 1077. 


paid us in, we have given R^j a pur factory credit for. We have sold 
the first for 5 shillings the dollar. Both them and the pagodas we 
have near Hand spent, our ships garrison charges and our new bastion 
sweeping away vast sums of money. Our tobacco rent and cooly 
rents are paid us all in hijmks which as they do not pass off the island 
are fallen now to 28 phadias the Xeraphin. We are therefore 
forced to put a stop to the further payment of hujmhs or else we 
shall neither have any trade nor a penny of silver on the island. Of 
the farms of the customs we have not received more than 5000 Xera- 
phins since they were sold. We shall remit what we can spare 
though it will be to loss j for we can send nothing but Xeraphins. 

If your worships have any occasion of furnishing the factories of 
Rajapur Karwar or Calicut with money it may be sent thither with 
far less loss.^ 

Court to Bombay, 4th June 1703 : You are to pay all salaries in 1703. 

India, valuing the rupee at two shillings and six pence, unless to such 
as desire the same or any part thereof in England, for which you may 
give bills on the Company.® 

Court to Bombay, 15th March 1733 : By the Mokha ship you were 1733. 
informed that the regulating of the exchange from the Bay was then 
under our consideration. We have since settled the same, and do now 
permit you to draw upon us, sixty-one days after sight, for such 
money paid into our cash as our covenant servants while such shall 
have occasion to remit home, on making affidavit that it is upon their 
own account, after the rate of two shillings and six pence the Bombay 
rupee, and for all sums upon account of other persons, after the rate of 
two shillings and four pence.^ 

In January and February 1734 the Bombay Government drew 1734, 

bills of exchange on the Court of Directors in favour of their servants 
at 2 shillings and 6 pence the rupee, and two months after sight.^ 

The Honourable Company have now given positive orders that none 
but persons actually in their service shall enjoy the privilege of 
remitting money at the usual rate of 2 shillings and 6 pence the rupee, 
and all others-’ money must be remitted home at 2 shillings and 4 pence 
the rupee only.^ 

Our Honourable Masters^ last commands are very express that no 1735. 

person but their covenant servants while such, shall be allowed to pay 


^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 30tK Sept. 1778, Pub. Diary 74 of 1778, 696. 

- Bombay to Surat lltli Xov. 1677, See, Gut. L. Bi 4 of 1677- 1687, 62. 

3 Court to Bombay 4tii June 1703 para 16. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol, I of 
1715-1721, 221. : , 

^ Court to Bombay XStii March 1733 para 109, Comp, of Standing. Ord. Yol. 1 of 
1715 -1721,. 203. 

® Bom, Gov. Diary 28th Jan. and 12th and 28th Peb. 1734, Pub, Diary 7 of 1734, 
24,38,51. : sPub.P 
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money into their cash here at 2 shillings and 6 pence the rupee, the 
bills so drawn being in both cases payable 61 days after sight.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 12tli September 1746; Signed 
the following six sets of bills on the Honourable Court of Directors at 
2 shillings 6 pence the rupee on account of their covenant servants and 
others entitled to that indulgence, payable 90 days after siglit.^ 

Court to Bombay, 17th May 1766 : We hereby direct that the 
exchange from Bombay after these orders come to hand, be lowered to 
2 shillings and 5 pence for a Bombay rupee to our servants, civil and 
military, and to all others to 2 shillings and 3 pence only for a 
Bombay rupee* You are to receive no money, nor^grant bills to any 
persons not under covenants with us unless immediately wanted for 
the purposes abovementioned. No bills drawn on us must be made 
payable in a less time than 365 days after sight. We will allow on 
such bills an interest after the rate of three per cent per annum on the 
expiration of 90 days from the date of our acceptance thereof, being 
the rate of interest which our bonds here in England bear, except 
only to the amount of about twenty thousand pounds a year, this 
being an indulgence to our covenant servants for providing themselves 
with necessaries. For their other immediate occasions, we are willing 
to pay our covenant servants at 90 days^ sight. But you are not to 
extend your drafts for so short a time of payment to a greater sum 
than the said twenty thousand pounds, such being the amount allowed 
by our former orders. 

The fortunes or estates acquired by our good and faithful servants 
may be remitted home in bills drawn upon us at 2 shillings and 5 pence 
for a Bombay rupee, if the money is tendered within twelve months 
from the time of their departure for England. After that period 
they are to have bills at only 2 shillings and 3 pence for a Bombay 
rupee. All moneys tendered belonging to deceased persons who were 
under covenants with us, must be received if within the limitation 
in the above paragraph. Also the money tendered by the commanders 
and ofBeers of our Europe ships, so far as the produce of their private 
adventure extends, they taking the oath as prescribed in our letter 
of the 28th March 1740 paragraph 86. Likewise for all money paid in 
on account of the produce of coral and other articles licensed by us to be 
exported by the traders in diamonds. In all and every the before- 
mentioned cases particular regard must be had to the sum total of bills 
and certificates that they do not exceed by each ship one-fourth part 
of the invoice of the goods laden thereon as already directed in a 
preceding paragraph. And to this we make no exemption but what 
may regard Lord Clive whose full remittances must have the prefer- 
ence to all others.^ 

A Consultation 17th October 1760: Our Honourable Masters'^ 
commands of the 17th May last being now reperused and duly and 


^Bom. G-ov. Consultation 3rd Jan. 1735, Pub. Diary 8 of 1735, 3 , 

2 Bom, Gov. Diary 12tli Sept. 1746, Pub. Diary 19 of 1746, 305. 

®Gourt to Bombay 17tli May 1766 paras 13 -SS, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol, 7 
of 1765 - 1768, 181 » 183. Comp, of Standing Ord. Y 9 I. 2 of 1759 - 1 768, 228. 
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maturely weighed and considered, the following particnlars seem to 
occur ill respect to those parts relative to the drafts to be made on 
them.: 

First : in preference to all others they have been pleased to indulge 
their servants with an annual remittance of twenty thousand (20,000) 
pounds to be drawn for at 90 days^ s%ht at 2 shillings and 5 pence 
the rupee." 

Secondly: that all the estates of those gentlemen who die in their 
service and the fortunes of such of their good and faithful servants as 
return to Europe, are to be accepted and bills given for them at the 
same rate of exchange but at three hundred and sixty-five (365) days^ 
sight, provided the same are paid in within a twelve-month of their 
deatli or their return to Europe. 

Tliirdly : that these different sums are allowed to he paid and bills 
given for them as an indulgence to their servants, provided nevertheless 
the whole of the bills or certificates granted any one ship do not 
exceed one-quarter part of suck ship^s invoice. But as we know the 
servants will want to remit much more than this can at any time 
amount to, it becomes necessary, in order to prevent discontent, to fix 
the proportions to be allowed each, out of the twenty thousand 
(20,000) pounds permitted to be drawn for at 90 days^ sight. The 
following occurring to us as most eligible, it is agreed to establish the 
same as a standing order for the future ; for notwithstanding the 
military and marine are not by our Honourable Masters included in 
this indulgence, yet as we are sensible some have occasion to remit 
home money for the support of their families and other necessary 
occasions, we think it but reasonable to allow them a small proportion 
at least until our Honourable Masters^ pleasure can be known regard- 


ing it £. 

To the President ... ... ... ... ... ... 2400 

To the Members of Council, including Major and 

Superintendent, 14 at 800 each ... 11,200 

Oliaplain, Seci^etary, Senior and Junior Merchants and 

Factors ... ... ... ... ... 4500 

Writers ^00 

Military and Marine, to each Corps £700 each,.. 1400 


Total... £20, 000 

Court to Bombay, 21st November 1766 : The exchange from your 
Presidency is to continue as settled in our letter of the 17th May last 
at the rate of 2s. 5d. for a Bombay rupee to our civil and military 
servants, and to all others 2s. 3d. only for a Bombay rupee." 

Court to Bombay, 11th November 1768 : On reconsidering oiir 
former directions relating to the exchange for bills that we shall draw 
on our respective Presidencies for money paid into our treasury here 
by the owners of our freighted ships for the said ships'^ stocks, or by 


^ Bom. Gov. Cousnltation 17th Oct. 1766, Pub. Diary 47 of 1760, 675 -676. Comp, of 
Standing Ord. Vol, 2 of 1759-178$, 151-162. 

2 Court to Bombay 21st Nov. 1766 para 52, Pub. Dep, Court’s Letters Vol, 7 of 
1766-1768, 213-214. ■ ' ■ 
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others who may have occasion to make remittances to India^ we have^ 
in order to encourage them to make such payments, determined to pass 
our draughts accordingly at the following rates, namely on Bombay 
at 2s. 2d. the Bombay rupee j on Font St. Greorge at 7s. Sd. the current 
pagoda ; and on Bengal at 2s. the current rupee. ^ 

Court to Bombay, 11th November 1768 : You are also to take notice 
that the bills drawn in favour of the aforesaid owners will be made 
payable at five days after sight. To induce the owners to give 
directions to the commanders to take frona the Company at any of the 
said Presidencies what cash they may vrant for their ships'’ use, such 
advances as shall be made to them are to be accounted for at the following 
rates: At Bombay 2s. 2d. the Bombay rupee ; at Fort St, George 
7s. Bd. the current pagoda ; and at Bengal 2 shillings the current rupee. 

You are therefore to be attentive that so far as they shall concern you the 
above directions are complied with and you are to call upon the several 
commanders of our freighted ships who arrive at your port to know 
if they are in want of money for their ships^ use, and it must appear 
on your Consultations that you have so done. As the reasons given 
in our advices dated 18tli March last still subsist for limiting the 
draughts to be made on us from Bombay, you are hereby ordered not 
to exceed the said sum of £20,000 in the draughts you make on us by 
the ships to be despatched home in the season of 1769, and all draughts 
must be at the rate of 2s. 2d, for each Bombay rupee. By the above 
limitation, we do not mean to include the sum of £5000 which we allow 
the commander and officers of each of our ships of this season to pay 
into our cash on the terms aforesaid at such settlements whereto they ^ 

are consigned. That is to say those consigned to your Presidency are 
to be confined to pay in at the several settlements on your coast a sum 
not exceeding £5000 for each ship,* and those consigned to the coast 
and hay are to pay in the like sum at either or both of those Presi- 
dencies unless our service may require their despatch from any other 
Presidency. In that case any ]>art of their unpaid quota may be received 
there. As the commanders and officers of none of our ships are to be 
tillowed more than £5000 on this account in the whole voyage the 
several Presidencies must take the necessary care in that respect by 
duly advising each other of the sums received from those commanders 
and officers. In regard to those who call at Madras on their way to 
China they are to be restrained to the latter place for paying in their 
allowance. The proportions which the officers are to bear with their 
commanders in the said sum are to be settled according to the rates ^ 

mentioned in the printed indulgence with respect to their adventures 
outward. Such commanders and officers as may apply to you on this 
occasion, must therefore have certificates granted them in the usual 
manner upon their making oath as ordered in our letter of the 21st 
November 1766. If the attorneys of Lord Clive shall apply to you 
to pay in any part of his Lordship^s yayeV for hills of exchange on us, 
you are hereby directed to receive the same which is to be exclusive of 


^ Court to Bomliay Ilfch Nov, 1768 para 38, Puh. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol, 7 of 
1765-1768, 8 9-S. 
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the beforemeiitioned £20^000 which you are- permitted to draw for by 
tlio ships to be despatched from your side of India. 

Court to Bombay, 30th June 1769 : We have considered seiioiisly 
our former directions upon the subject of bills of exchange and have 
given due attention to the inconveniences resulting from the present 
restrictions. That the French and Dutch will be supplied with English 
money by tliose who want to remit to Europe is a natural consecpiiences 
and that they will in Bengal insist upon being paid in silver, seeing 
that silver is the only legal tender that is or can be in that country, 
and further that they will export from Bengal as much as they think fit 
notwithstanding any orders to the contrary is to be expected. Sueli 
being the evident inconveniences of our refusal to receive money into 
our cash for bills to be drawn upon England it will be said the remedy 
is in our hands if we will open oux’ treasury the French and Dutch 
will no longer be supplied. They will be under the necessity of 
importing bullion for their expenses and investments and we shall have 
it in our power to export to China as much as we think the circum- 
stances ot‘ the country will bear. We sincerely wish things could be 
brougiit to this state, but the single and insurmountable objection is 
that, if bills are drawn to an unlimited amount, we may be put to the 
utmost distress and difficulty to make good the payments in England. 
For this reason we have been, under a necessity so to model all our 
orders upon this subject as to confiine the draughts to some degree of 
proportion with our investments. This rule we must not now lose 
sight of, although our intention is to extend our power of taking up 
money as far as it can possibly be carried with any degree of prudence. 
Accordingly having considered the matter fully and maturely and 
having granted a further extension of remittances to our servants at 
Bengal on account of' their increase of investment this year, we are 
willing to encourage you to do the same.- We therefore do hereby 
revoke our former orders upon the subject of remittances and in lieu 
thereof we permit and empower you to draw upon us this season for 
£50,000, and beyond that sum for the -whole amount of the supplies in 
specie which you may be able to send, to China. At the same time we 
depend on your Zeal and assiduity in extending your investments in 
such manner as may enable us to perform our engagements and to 
continue to you the same indulgence in future seasons. Besides the 
above sum of £50^^000* you may grant certificates to the captain and 
officers of each homeward bound ship as far as £5000 each ship under 
tlie express conditions mentioned in the 55th (43rd) paragraph of our 
general letter of the llth November last. Notwithstanding our order 
of the said llth November, paragraph 44, you are not to include 
Lord GliYQ^sjagir in the said £50,000, it being our intention that any 
payment on that account should be made in Bengal only. The sum 
of £50,000 first to be drawn as abovementioned is to be divided and 
applied among the Company's servants,, civil and military, in such a 
manner as may appear reasonable to^you upon an impartial consideration- 


1 Court to Bombay llth Nov. 1768 paras 39 -44, Pub, Dep. Courtis Letters YoL. 7 
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of their several situations and circumstances. We shall depend upon 
your making this disposition in such an equitable manner as may leave 
no Just cause of coinj^laint. The China remittances are to be opened to 
free merchants or any other persons residing under our protection as 
well as to the Company's servants. The same remark applies to whatever 
sums shall be ofered upon account of the estates of deceased persons. 
The bills for the sum of £50;,000 first abovementioned are to be drawn 
at the rate of 2s. 5d. the Bombay rupee and at 365 days^ sight. The 
bills lor such further sums as shall be sent to China are to be drawn 
at the rate of 2s. 6-|d. the Bombay rupee payable three years after 
sight;, this latitude being necessary to enable the Company to bring the 
amount of the sale of their cargoes into circulation at the time the bills 
will become due. You will observe that we have increased the rate 
of exeliange in proportion to the time allowed for payment. This we 
mean to stand in lieu of the interest formerly paid for the exceeding 
time after the ninety days. You are accordingly to give the bill-holders 
to understand that they will not be entitled to any interest upon bills 
that will be drawn in consequence of these orders.-^ 

Court to Bombay, 23rd September 1772 : Notwithstanding we have 
already expressed ourselves fully on the license you have taken in 
deviating from our express and positive orders of 30th June 1769 per 
Lrqming respecting the amount and rates of your drafts on the Court 
of Directors and have apprised you in what light we shall consider 
such conduct, yet as the effects of your disobedience in this respect is 
of such a nature as may endanger the credit of the Company, we deem 
it necessary by this conveyance to renew our peremptory injunctions 
that you do not, on any account or pretence whatsoever, issue bills on 
us for more than the amount of £50,000 exclusive of certificates to 
commanders and officers of ships payable in one year and at the rate of 
exchange expressed in our orders of 1769, which orders are to continue 
in full force until we shair signify oiir further pleasures herein. 
As we have come to a resolution to send such supplies to our Council 
at Canton as 'vve shall deem sufficient for the purposes of providing 
cargoes for the outward bound ships of the ensuing season, we hereby 
revoke the permission given you by our beforementioned orders to 
draw on us for the amount of all supplies in specie which you might 
be enabled to send to China. And we direct that you do not freight 
any goods or merchandise on private account in order that the amount 
sales or any part thereof be paid into our cash at Canton to be repaid 
by bills to be drawn on us by our servants there. You are however to 
observe that we expect and require you to use every means in your 
power to increase our China stock from your own resources and that in 
particular you do not fail to provide a cargo of such goods as may be 
most proper for that market to be loaded on the ship which shall be 
consigned by us to your Presidency in her way to Canton and such 
cargo must be in goods and treasure to the value of £40,000 at least.- 


^ Court to Bombay 30tia June 1769 paras 24-33, Pub, Hep. Court’s Letters Vol, 8 
of W69-i77i, 9U-93. 

“ Court to Bombay 2Srd Sept. 1772 paras 5-6, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters VoL 9 of 
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Court to Bombay^ 24tli November 1772 : It is impossible to describe 
the dif&culties the Company now labour under for want of cash in 
their treasury here^ arising* as well from your unwarranted conduct as 
that of our servants in Bengal, who together contrary to repeated and 
positive orders have drawn upon us last year for uj)wards of one 
million sterling and this sum with what the Company have lost by 
indemnity on tea which is about another million, is a burthen almost 
insupportable. To remedy this evil for the present we hope the aid of 
Parliament will shortly be stretched forth. But to remedy it in future, 
must entirely depend upon our servants by a well regulated system of 
economy in every department that falls under their management by a 
due attention to our orders, particularly to those of the 23rd September 
last, respecting bills to be drawn upon ns, and by a proper exertion at 
least for the two following seasons, of their utmost abilities in procur- 
ing the largest investments possible consisting of the finest and most 
valuable commodities. We order you most zealously to take in hand 
this important work. As a means to attain in part these indispensable 
purposes by reducing so far as possible the very burthensome charges 
of your Presidency, from the great expenses incurred at your subordi- 
nate factories, we have it under consideration to retrench them by 
withdrawing the military from all except the castle of Surat and to 
place the collection of the pepper on the Malabar , Coast with a Resident 
at each to be assisted with one or two writers. We have thought 
it proper to apprize you of this our intention by the present conveyance 
and shall communicate our final resolution by the direct ships consigned 
to your Presidency this season. 

In addition to our abovementioiied orders of the 23rd September 
last respecting bills of exchange, we hereby direct that in future you 
observe it as a standing rule not to pass any bills or certificates on us 
except those for the amount of the adventures of the commanders and 
officers of our ships but by the two last ships of the season that sail 
from Bombay. Nor to draw for a larger sum than permitted by our 
said orders of the 23rd September as we are determiaed in case of 
disobedience to return the bills above that sum back again to Bombay 
unaccepted. It is our further order that in the bills we allow you to 
draw at 365 days^ sight, you leave it at our option not to pay the same 
under two years, though, should we think proper to accept them on 
the latter term; we shall have no objection to pay them at the rate of 
2s. 5|d. a Bombay rupee without allowing any interest. 

Notwithstanding anything said in the pi’eceding paragraph you are 
hereby absolutely prohibited drawing bills or passing certificates upon 
us for any sums or in favour of any persons whatsoever in 1773 except 
certificates only for such sums as the commanders and officers of our 
freighted ships by our standing orders in their instructions are permit- 
ted to pay into our cash in part of their privilege. In this prohibi- 
tory order we include your draughts for any money we have heretofore 
permitted you to receive for bills on us. And you are further positively 
enjoined to make all possible savings in each branch of our affairs. 
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For tlie distresses of the Company are sueli as immediately and loudly 
call for every assistance and the retrenching of every expensed 

Court to Bombay^ 11th February 1774: The subject of reniittaiices- 
througli the Company's cash by bills on the Court of Directors having 
been considered in the last sessions of Farliament^ a law was accordingly 
enacted restricting the Company accepting or otherwise binding 
themselves in the space of any one year for the payment of any bills of 
exchange drawn by any of their officers or servants at any of their pre- 
sidencies ill the East Indies for; any sum exceeding £300, OuO (exclu- 
sive of certificates to the amount of £5000 to the commanders and 
officers of each of the Company's shi|)s) without the consent or order 
of the Commissioners of His Majesty-'s Treasury or the High Treasurer- 
for the time being. 

It therefore only remains with us to notify the said law to our 
servants in India and to proportion the draughts allowed to be made 
on us for the said sum of £300,000, which we hereby do so far as 
concerns your Presidency in the following manner : To Bombay, 
£35,000 to be remitted by our civil and military servants, and the: 
further sum of £10,000, one m.oiety of which latter sum we would 
have reserved for tlie benefit of free merchants and others not in tlie- 
Company'’s service and the other moiety for the advantage of deceased 
persons'' estates and of persons returned from the Company's service. 

And it is our pleasure that the said sum of £45,000 be considered a& 
the total amount of the bills to be drawn by you in the course of one 
year commencing from the 1st August 1774 and ending the 3 1 st J uly 
1775 y but we do not mean to include in that sum the £5000 for 
which you are permitted pursuant to the said Act to grant certificates 
to the commanders and officers of each of the Company's ships during; 
the course of the voyage. 

The bills you may draw for at 2s. 6d. each Bombay rupee and they 
must be made payable at 12 months and not at 365 days after siglit 
without interest, and the certificates must be made out as usual 
without mentioning either the rate of exchange or the term for 
payment.^ 

Court to Bombay, 10th March 1775 : Having taken into our 
consideration the rates of exchange for which bills are drawn upon us 
we have thought fit to reduce the same in the following manner : 

From Bombay at 2s. 3d. the Bombay rupee ; from Bengal at 2s. Id., 
the current rupee ; from Fort St. George at 7s. 4d. the pagoda j and 
from China and Fort Marlborough at Is. the Spanish dollar. 

"We hereby authorize and permit you to draw upon us for one’ 
year eommeiieing the 1st August 1775 and ending the 31st July 1776 
for £30,000 sterling to be remitted by our civil and military 
servants; and the further sum of £15,000 sterling for the benefit of’ 


f \?7™\7^77 71^ ^ Clourt’s Letters Vol. 9’ 
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free mereliants and otters not in the Company's semee, and on 
account o£ deceased persons^ estates and o£ persons returned from the 
East Indiesd : 

Court to Bombay/16th April 1777 : We permit you to draw upon 
us this year for the sum of £45^000 at the rate of £s. 3d. the Bombay 
ruj^ee. You are in no case to exceed that amount.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th March 1783: It being 
necessary to fix at what value we shall issue the rupee to his Majesty^s 
troops agreeable to the request in the paymaster's letter read last 
Council day— Eesolved according to the Honourable Company's 
orders that the amount of his Majesty^s troops^ subsistence be paid 
at the exchange of Es. 2 4} as. the current Bengal rupee (value 
110 for 100 Bombay rupees). But the additional and extra allowance, 
borne by the Company, at the same rate as their officers receive it, 
namely at 2s. 6d. the Bombay rupee.^ 

The following extracts relate to questions connected with interest and 
loans : 


Paragraph 76 of the ConrPs letter of 15th March 1733, confirms a 
bylaw against exorbitant usury 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27th September 173-1, directs 
that the bylaw confirmed by the Honourable Court of Directors for 
preventing extravagant interest being taken on small sums of money, 
be translated into the Portuguese and Gentu languages and affixed in 
the usual places, in order to be the more publicly known amongst the 
inhabitants.® 

Letter from the Mayor^s Court to Bombay Government, 6th 
November 1731 : We take this opportunity to desire your Honour 
will recommend home two more bylaws, one in favour' of Respondentia 
Lenders who, the Court thinks, ought to have a right in the ship 
and cargo their risk is on, prior to other bond creditors. The 
other for the relief of Indian creditors of persons dying here 
insolvent being indebted likewise in England j the Court esteeming 
it a great hardship that the India creditors^ money should be paid 
away to the English creditors though the insolvent person brought no 
efiects out wdth him.^ 

Bombay Government to Mayor-^s Court, 15th November 1731; 
With the utmost willingness we shall recommend to the Court of 
Directors the establishing the other two bylaws mentioned in your 
letter, being convinced that they are entirely consistent with reason 
and justieeJ 


^ Court to Bombay lOth Marcli 1775 paras. 15 and 16, Pub.Dep. Court’s Letters VoL 
Oof 1772-1777, 200. ■ ■ 

2 Court to Bombay 16tb. April 1777 para. 6, Pub. Lep. Court Letters VoL 9 of 
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The following extracts relate to the establishment and history of the 
Bank : 

Court to Bombay^ 21st February 1717 ; As the increase of trade has a 
natural tendency to increase our revenues^ we shall here^ in answer to 
the 72nd paragraph of the letter of the 21st January proposing leave to 
settle a Bank of a lakh of rupees for the enlarging the trade at Bombay, 
tell you that we consent thereto, provided you take effectual and con- 
stant care to secure the repayment of the money by sulEcient pledges 
of goods or other securities and that it be lent as you propose at nine 
per cent interest. Let us know what good effect it hath every 
yearj 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th pJune 1720 ; As the setting 
a Bank on this Island will indisputably be for the mutual benefit and 
advantage both of the Right Honourable Company and the inhabitants 
by the increase of the trade and revenues thereof, and our Honourable 
Masters having been pleased to encourage this proposal in the 73rd 
paragraph of their letter by the Addison, the President moves that 
Messrs. Brown and Phillipps be appointed for his assistance in that 
affair and that they prepare a scheme for the more regular carrying 
on the same, to be laid before the Board for their approbation. This 
is approved and agreed to.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th July 1720 : Letter from 
Messrs. W. Brown and 0. Phillipps to the Plonourable 0. Boone 
President and Governoi at Bombay. By virtue of the order of 
Council to us the 20th June 1720, to prepare and lay before your 
Honour a scheme for erecting and establishing a Bank on Bombay 
for supplying the merchants with sums of money whereby they may 
the better be enabled to extend and carry on the growing trade of 
this Island according to the direction and indulgence of our Honourable 
Masters, we humbly offer the following proposals : 

1. That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,00,000 be taken out of the 
Right Honourable Company's cash and be set apart and appropriated 
for the purpose as the capital stock for the Bank of Bombay, 

2. That the care and management of the said stock and all the 
transactions of the Bank be under the immediate direction of the 
Governor and two of the members of Council whom he shall appoint, 
who shall keep books and enter therein all their proceedings in the 
discharge of this trust, and once a year, namely in the month of July, 
deliver into Council an account of the interest made and gained on the 
money lent and issued out by the Bank, and pay the same into the 
treasury for the use of the Right Honourable Company. 

8, That any person or persons inhabitant on Bombay whether 
native or the Right Honourable Compjany^s covenanted or hired 
servants may borrow or take up money of the Bank upon giving 
security to the satisfaction of the managers aforesaid. This security 


^ Ootirt to Bombay 21st Feb. 1717 para, 73. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 
1715-1721,152. 
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shall be either by a deposit of goods to the full value of the money 
lent (and in such case the borrower may retain and keep the money for 
one whole year or until he can dispose of those goods and receive in 
the money for the same which shall soon happen) or otherwise the 
l^rrower shall procure one substantial merchant or other inhabitant 
of the place to be joint security in a bond with him to repay the said 
money and interest thereon within the term of six calendar months. 

4?. That in consideration the Hight Honourable Company have 
given us leave to issue out of their cash the sums to be advanced from 
the said Bank ; that therefore they be allowed by the borrowers an 
interest for the same after the rate of 9 per cent per annum until 
the principal and interest is paid. 

5. In consideration of the trouble and charges of the management 
of the affairs and transactions of the said Bank every borrower shall 
upon Ms entering into a bond for the money then lent him^ pay to the 
managers one per cent for their said trouble. 

6. That as a further encouragement to the borrower*, the Bank 
shall be obliged to receive from him at any time upon tender thereof, 
before the expiration of the times limited in the third article above, 
any even sum or sums of money (not less than Es. 100) in part of 
his debt and the interest of such part so paid shall from thenceforth 
cease and determine. Similarly for goods deposited the owners shall 
have free liberty at all times to show and dispose thereof in whole or 
in part ; and upon paying the produce into the Bank, the same shall 
be accepted and received in part or in full payment of the debt 
according to the amount thereof. 

7. That any person who borrows of the Bank may have cash- 
notes if they choose the same rather than money. The said notes to 
be signed by the managers and sealed wdth the Eight Honourable 
Comj)any''s seal, (whereof none) shall be for less than Es. 50 and 
shall run (in the) following manner: Bombay 14th July 1720. 
We promise to pay ..... or order at demand 50 silver rupees current 
of Bombay on account of the Bank. (Sd.) A. (Sd.) B. (Sd.) C. 

8. And if any person shall lend to the Bank any sum of money of 
Es. 100 or upwards for the term of six months certain, he shall have 
a note signed and scaled as aforesaid bearing interest at one dugdni 
a day for Es. 100 and payable also at demand after the expiration 
of the said six months to him or order by endorsement : Bombay 14th 
July 1720. We promise to pay , ........ or order Es. lOO current of 

Bombay, together with the interest at one dugdni di d&y from the date 
hereof for Es. 100 on demand after the expiration ofsix calendar 
months for and on account of the Bank of Bombay.^ 

Messrs. Brown and Phillipps now deliver in their above scheme for 
setting on foot a Bank on this Island, agreeable to an order of Council 
of the 20th ultimo, when they likewise acquainted the Board they had 
talked with the most eminent black merchants about it, who w’-ere well 
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with the proposal and voluntarily offered the one per cent to 
the for their trouble. The same having been duly weighed 

and Tiiaturel}’* considered, oi-dered that Messrs. Walter Brown and 
Owen idiillipps pi'epare a place for an office, a seal and books and be 
ready to open tlie same, agreeable to the scheme abovementioned, when 
we see convenient for our Honourable Masters^ interest so to do.^ 

Published 2 2nd December 1720 a proclamation that the Bank is now 
erected on the conditions on which it is established,^ 

Court to Bombay, 20th March 174 j4: You did well the 30th 
December in appointing a committee to examine into the Bank debts 
and the sufficiency of the several securities, as sums are said to have 
been lent upon personal bonds, and as the houses and oarts mortgaged 
for many years may be decayed. We expect that on the committee 
making a report effectual care was taken to prevent our suff*ering in 
any instance whatsoever.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th October 1744 ; Eeport of 
the Bank debts and securities made by Messrs. John Morley George 
Dudley and John Munro, dated Bombay 26th October 1744. We 
being some time ago appointed a committee to examine into the state 
of tile Bank debts and securities, have unavoidably been prevented 
hitherto from making any report of our enquiry therein and laying the 
same before your Honour as we were willing to have the fullest 
and best information relating thereto as could be possibly obtained. 
In order that we might be thoroughly satisfied whether the securities 
given for money borrowed from the Bank are at present really suffi- 
cient or not, as most of the debts due are of a long standing and the 
value of the houses and landed estates mortgaged of course greatly 
diminished, we directed the engineer and vereadores of Bombay and 
Mahim to make a true and as exact a valuation as they could of the 
several houses oarts and batty grounds situated within their respective 
districts. That they were not able to finish this valuation till the 
rains were over is the chief reason that we could not complete this 
enquiry sooner. But they having at length finished it and delivered 
their valuation of the whole, we herewith lay the same before your 
Honour for your notice and observation. We have likewise caused 
the registers of the Mayoris court to be scrutinized that ^ve might 
know whether any of the Bank securities were mortgaged to other 
persons before their borrowing money from the Company. But upon 
the strictest examination we have not found above one instance of its being- 
done and therefore we have recommended the debt to be recovered or fresh 
security given as your Honour may esteem proper. And that your 
Hononr may have at once a clear view of the state of the Bank debts and 
securities, w^e now present your Honour with a full and as exact an 
account thereof as we can possibly collect to this time, W' herein the 


^Bom. Gov, Consultation 26th July 1720, Pub, Diary 1 of 1720. 118, Porrest’s 
Home Series, II. 3 1 , 2 Pnb. Diary 1 of 1720, 187. 

^ Court to Bombar 20th March 1744 para. 72, Pub. I)ep. Court’s Letters Yol. 3 of 
1742-1751,72. 
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names of the borrowers^ dates of bonds whether mortgage or simple, 
the sums borrowed, what at present is outstanding, the nature of the 
securities, where situated, their present value, sufEcieney or insufEcieney 
thereof, are partieularly specified with, such remarks thereon as we 
esteem proper and to which we req^uest you will please to he refeiTed, 
Upon a view of this state your Honour will observe that some of 
the debts are of twenty years standing, and many of them above ten 
whereby the securities given are greatly lessened in their value, and 
several of the oarts and batty grounds pledged have been sold or others 
wise alienated, by which means the Company may be put to great 
trouble and charge before they . can be reimbursed what they have lent 
thereon. Therefore lest the Bank should suffer by their continuing 
any longer in this state, we humbly apprehend that all such bonds 
ought to be paid off without delay. To» prevent any such pmctiee 
in future, we beg leave to recommend that all mortgage and simple 
bonds be paid off and eaneelled once in five years at farthest. And 
that, before any money be issued from the Bank, fresh securities be 
given and a new valuation made of the estate and the owiier^s title- be 
fully examined. 

It has hitherto l>een customary to- lend upon houses and oarts and 
batty grounds near the full value of what they have been esteemed by 
the vereadores and other proper Judges to he worth. But as the risk of 
lending upon houses is much gTeater than upon a landed estate which 
is not subject to- so many casualties as house property, and besides if the 
debt is outstanding some years, as hath hitherto been the ease, the houses 
will be subject to decay and at length be reduced to a small value; We 
therefore take the liberty to recommend that in time to come only 
one-half of the value of any houses offered to be mortgaged be lent 
thereon and not above two-thirds or three-fourths of the value of any 
oarts or batty grounds. This precaution with the renewal of such 
mortgageand security every five years as above proposed will effectu- 
ally prevent all insufficient securities. Notwithstanding this valuation 
when the money is lent we think it would be pro]^er to have the 
oarts houses and batty grounds inspected by proper persons every two 
or three years at furthest. 

During the course of this enquiry we find that several persons who 
laave borrowed money are dead, nor have their heirs discharged the 
bonds since their decease. This we humbly appreliend ought to be 
taken care of in future. In every such case the heir should be 
obliged upon the death of his ancestor either to discharge the bond or 
renew it in his own name and give such security as the managers of 
the Bank shall judge proper. 

It ap|)ears to us that several small sums under Es. 200 have from 
tune to time been lent to necessitous persons upon trifling securities ' 
many of which are still outstanding, though they have been of a long 
date ; and as we are informed, it is with some difficulty and trouble 
that the interest can be reeovered* We therefore think proper to 
recommend to your Honour that all sums uiider Rs. 200 be forthwith 
collected, and that no sum under that amount be hereafter lent in any 
person whatsoever. 
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The whole amoimt of the Bank debts now outstanding is Es, 1 ,00^S1 S, 
whereof lis. 42^900 is npon personal security, lately borrowed, which 
being owing by people of undoubted credit and besides two or more 
persons being "bound jointly and separately in most of the bonds, w’-e 
esteem the money secure; and therefore your Honour may either 
continue it in their hands or recover it as you think most proper. 

Eiipji Dhanji borrowed Es, 1000, the 17th August 1721, without 
any security or person bound for him in the bond, and as no part of 
this debt has as yet (1744) been discharged, we think it ought to be 
paid off directly, or another person joined with him in a new bond, or 
such security given for it as your Honour shall think 

Bombay Government Consultation, 14 th December 1744: The 
report of Messrs. Morley, Dudley, and Munro of the state of the Bank 
debts and securities is now considered. As it is necessary that that 
part of the Honourable Compan/s estate should be under some regula- 
tions, the Board unanimously agree that all mortgage and simple bonds 
of above five years outstanding be renewed or called in, and that here- 
after only half their value be lent on houses and two-thirds of their 
value on oarts and batty grounds. That the mortgages be duly 
inspected every two years or oftener if necessary, and a new valuation 
made thereon ; and, in ease of the death of the borrowers, their bonds 
be paid off or renewed by their heirs with proper security. That 
the amounts of a.11 bonds under Es. 200 be immediately called in, 
and though the practice of lending upon good personal security may 
be continued no less sum than Es. 200 to be lent hereafter. Ordered 
that the above regulation be copied, and that, with the papers 
delivered in by the committee, they be lodged with the assistant 
manager of the Bank.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 24th May 1748 : As the Bank 
money by the present practice of letting it out on bonds continually 
renewable, though the securities be good, may get into particular hands 
and thereby not answer the circulating of it in trade for which it was 
intended, it is therefore resolved that all bonds of five years standing be 
instantly paid off and that the like method be observed in future.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 31st July 1750: Eead a 
petition from 12 Fazand^rs of Mahim representing that they have 
borrowed money of the Bank to the amount of Es. 6250 for seenrity of 
which their estates are mortgaged, and that they have regularly paid 
interest for the same every six months and are ready to do so in future • 
but that the assistant to the managers of the Bank having demanded 
the principal as well as interest, they were not able at present to comply 
therewith and therefore request the space of four months to pay it in. 
Upon this it is observed that for some years it has been a standing 
rule to demand the principal of all moneys borrowed of the Bank 
whether upon mortgage or simple bond securities once in five years, by 


5 Pul), Biary 17 of 1744, 319-33:2: 

" Boia. Gov. Consultation 1441i Bee. 1744, Ptrb. Diary 17 of 1744, 382. 

^ Boin. Gov. Consultation 34tii May 1748, Pub. Diary 31 of 1748, 173. 



Materials.] 


: AND ISLAND. ■■■. " 245 

such means to prevent as much as possible its fund from being absorbed 
in dead securities^ and that the Bank may always have a sufficiency in it 
to answer the purposes for which it was established. However as it is 
considered that all trade is entirely stagnated during the rains and that 
there is a scarcity of money at this time upon the island^ resolved 
that they be indulged with three months time to clear their respective 
debts of which the Secretary is directed to acquaint the assistant to 
the managers of the Bank.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation^ 26th October 1770 : Letter from 
Mr. W the President, 7 th October 1770. The very great 

distress our Honourable Masters as well as this Presidency in general 
labour under for want of a flowing cash or some general currency, has 
become an object of serious consideration. This is especially the ease as 
we have been disappointed of the resources the President expected to 
have had it in his power to have furnished us with. As appeared from 
what passed at our last Consultation, except the very inadequate 
sum that may be paid into the treasury at 2s. 4d. the rupee, we are 
not to flatter ourselves with the hopes of any large sums unless by 
raising the exchange to Company's servants. This, exclusive of its 
being but a temporary remedy, I can by no means tliink we are 
authorized at present to do. I therefore beg leave to propose for your 
consideration the following modes for frustrating the great inconveniences 
we must otherwise become liable to, which, besides remedying the 
evil, will be attended with very lucrative advantage to our Honour- 
able Employers. In the first place if the debt due from the treasury 
to the Bank was to be repaid not by specie (that being impossible) 
but by bills of the nature of Bank notes, and lent to those who 
might apply on the present terms of security, it would he one 
certain mode of relief and yield to the Honourable Company a 
sure yearly profit of near Rs. 72,000. These bills might be from 
Es. 40 in value each or less to Rs. 400 or more as might be judged 
most convenient. Secondly, if the Bank was to be opened for the 
receipt of all private moneys on the terms of allowing an interest 
of 6 per cent on all sums to be lent out again on an interest of 
9 per cent (sufficient security given), the agio of 3 per cent would 
be clear profit to our Honourable Employers. I presume few who 
live under the Company's protection would not prefer to lodge 
their fortunes in the Company’s Bank to placing them in the hands 
of private shroffs wdiose practice is to receive money in this 
manner from which they reap great advantages. To obviate any 
objections that may be made from apprehension of the Bank 
being overrun by too large demands upon it^ this addition to the 
currency of the place and the general utility of the measure will 
prevent any such risk. Private persons never can and the 
Company's servants it is to be hoped never would make any such 
attempt. On the contrary they would support the Bank to the 
utmost and have it much in their power to do so. However for 
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convenience sake a certain number of days of gi’aee might be 
limited in the conditions for drawing out the sums deposited, or 
a greater or lesser number of days in proportion to the sums. Na 
bad consequences I conceive can ensue from these proposals being- 
carried into execution, for as long as the Honourable Company's 
credit lasts, the bills will have their validity. The great ease they 
imply in transacting business and the security they give to private 
persons must be too obvious to need expatiating on. 'Hie pecuniary 
advantages to our Honourable Employers are certain. Above all 
in future any occasion of exposing their emergencies, as has lately 
been most scandalously the case, will be avoided. I?or certainly 
a more poisonous stab cannot be given to their credit than refusing" 
at the treasury to transfer their bills. Under the new proposal 
whenever there is flowing cash the bills if thought necessary can 
at any time be called in.^ 

On receipt of the above letter the Board observe : Upon this- 
occasion Mr. Tayler delivers the above letter, proposing as a mode 
of easing the place in point of currency the issuing of bills from 
the Bank on loans upon the present security. This being duly con- 
sidered we are of opinion that though it will not be of any im- 
mediiite remedy to the present very great scarcity of specie it will 
he attended with great futui^e convenience to the trade of the 
island, exclusive of the very great advantage our Honourable 
Masters will derive from the intei-est arising, thereon. Eesolved 
therefore that this proposal of Mr. Tayler be carried into execu- 
tion and that notes be immediately prepared to the amount of the 
debt due from the treasury to the Bank being with interest about 
Rs, 8,00,000. The notes to be from Ks. 40 to Rs. 1000 each signed 
by the Managers of the Bank and sealed with the Honourable 
Company’s seal.*'^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 14th November 1770 : The 
President acquaints the Board that in conversation with Mr. Robert. 
Blaehforcl, the person lately come out by permission of the Honourable 
Company to settle the late Mr. Speneer^s affairs, on the subject of the 
proposed plan for bank notes, Mr. Blachford stated he had been bred up- 
in the banking business and was deshous of giving some hints for the 
improvement of the bank note scheme. This the President permitted 
and now lays the same before the Board, which with the letter from 
Mr. Tayler on the same subject is referred to the consideration of the 
committee of accounts.^"^ 

Mr. Blaeh£ord'’s Hints: —The Company owe the Ba-nk 8 lakhs to- 
discharge -which notes shall be delivered out from Rs. 1000 to Rs. 20. 
That the notes shall bear an interest of 6 per cent to commence from 
their date, which will be the day they were lent on loan or by money 


^ Pub. Diary 56 of 1770, 570 - 571. 
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paid into the Bank, That as much trouble will arise in paying notes 
that have been taken out but a day or two^ it is to be recommended that 
no interest shall be calculated on any note or notes except they be of ten 
days standing. This will prevent persons from lodging money over- 
night and drawing it out the next morning for the sake of the day^s 
interest. That a person borrowing money of the Bank shall be under 
the necessity of taking notes to encourage the circulation by which he 
can be a loser only of the difference between 6 and 9 per cent for ten 
daysy as all notes will be then payable at the Bank on payment being 
demanded with interest thereon for the ten days as well as for any 
time over and above. That the Bank will not lend the said notes 
under 9 per cent. That it will be necessary at the first setting out 
with the proposed plan that the treasury should assist the Bank with one- 
third of 8 lakhs in specie and that the treasury retain in their hands notes 
to the said amount to be returned when the specie is repaid. This specie 
will be absolutely necessary although it may not be used. For, should any 
note appear for payment at the expiration of ten days and not be dis- 
charged, the credit of the Bank will then be stopped and no person 
will receive again as current that which he cannot depend on when he 
may stand in need of his money. That the Bank will certainly clear 
8 per cent upon the notes taken out, supposing them to remain in the 
hands of individuals ever so short a time ; for as the capital of the Bank 
should not be diminished but by money being lent for the service of 
trade, there never should be less in their power to lend than the 8 lakhs 
which was their principal stock before the Company were so much 
indebted. The notes being payable in ten days and bearing interest for 
that time, will get the better of the shroffs as they would not find it 
answer to take money for so short a time. Even supposing they 
should^ the Bank will certainly have the preference more especially 
when the interest given is equal. The form of the notes should be as 
near those of the Bank of England as possible partienlarly in this part,— 
For the Governor and Company of the Bank of England. Otherwise was 
any accident to happen to the Company, every gentleman of the Coun- 
cil in whose department it may be to sign the notes, will in law be 
answerable equal to his granting a note of hand on account of lois 
own private concern. But if they sign— For the Court of Directors 
of the United East India Company — then the Company alone are liable 
and the gentlemen of the Couneil into whose care the management of 
the Bank is entrusted, will be safe. The Bank should be opened with 
notes agreeable to the following numbers for each lakh, namely : 


Notes. 


Value. 


Total Amount. 

10 of Es. 

1000 

each 

10,000 

24 

jj 

500 


12,000 

24 

» 

300 

91 

7200 

100 


200 

11 

20,000 

200 

,5 

100 

91 

.. 20,000 

400 

>? 

50 

. 9S 

20,000 

640 


20 

99 

10,800 

1298 




.1,00,000 


That after the Bank has been some time established, the managers 
will be able to judge for what notes there^ appears the greatest demand. 
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When that is ascertained, notes for which there has been no call, shall 
he destroyed and to their amount others shall be signed which may 
appear to be most wanted. That whenever small notes begin to circu- 
lafe the Bank will find a great advantage, as the different persons in 
whose hands they may be, will think 6 per cent a very good interest on 
money which they can at any time command. Consequently two-thirds 
of the small notes will in all likelihood remain out, if we are to form any 
iudo'ment from those delivered from the Bank of England. That notes 
being current and the interest on them accumulating every day at six 
per cent will in a short lime perhaps carry a premium with them, as the 
India bonds do in England $ because the Bankintending to issue no 
more than 8 Mkhs cannot after the delivery to that amount (except for 
notes brought in for payment) grant any more without enlarging the 
present proposed plan. Five per cent can be got in England on very 
good personal security, 4 ^^ on mortgage, and 4 per cent in the funds. 
Yet India bonds, because the money may be commanded at any time, 
carry a premium, although they only bear an interest^ of 3 per cent. 
By this we may judge that per cent or 2 per cent is no object for 
a person who is uncertain how long he will be able to lend out his 
money, and that the difference of interest is not to be put in competi- 
tion -mth the satisfaction of knowing that the money is not only safe 
but ready. That it will be absolutely necessary there should be some 
limitation'regarding what may be lent any one person. Otherwise a very 
few may engage the 8 lakhs ; in which ease the thorough circulation will 
stop and the Bank so newly established on the principle proposed will not 
be We to go on at least with so little specie as one-tliird of the capital. 
Therefore no one person should be lent more than Es. 8000 at one 
time, and the Bank to judge should any second application be made. 
That the Bank would find a very great advantage by opening 
accounts current, allowing thereon an interest of 5 per cent, as 
then all persons will be enabled to receive interest for every rupee 
for which they have no immediate occasion, and be at liberty to 
draw on the Bank whenever they may stand in need of the whole or 
any part of the money. This will be a check on any personfo own 
books and will prevent Purvoes from making use of or embezzling 
any large sums of money as the ovmer will then have occasion but 
for a trifling sum to defray petty expenses.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16th January 1771 : Eeport 
from the Committee of Accounts to the President and Council, dated 
15th January 1771. Met to take into consideration a letter from 
Mr. William Tayler proposing a mode for easing the place in point of 
currency by issuing bills from the Bank together with some hints 
from Mr.Eobert Blachford on the same subject, referred to us by the 
Board the 15th instant (November 1770), also the undermentioned 
books and accounts referred under the following dates. Having 
perused Mr. Eobert Blachford’s remarks referred to us by the Board 
we are of opinion what he proposes is very proper, and that when- 
ever our treasury will admit of our repaying to the Bank two or three 
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Mkhs of rupeeSj the same may be carried into execution^ and may be 
attended with great advantages to the trade of the island. But Mr, 
Blachford not being immediately in the Company’s employ, we are 
apprehensive that referring such a point to him may not meet with the 
Honourable Company’s approbation; and even if it was at present 
practicable, we would recommend that the plan be carried into execu- 
tion upon a smaller scale. In order to enable the Board the more 
speedily to carry the same into execution we would projDOse that 
if procurable, two lakhs of rupees be borrowed for a twelve-month 
certain at nine per cent and that all pei^soiis who borrow any sums 
from the Bank, either in money or notes, shall execute bonds for the 
same at nine per cent and a term for six months’ certain, with the 
same secuxdty as heretofore practised on all loans taken from the 
Bank. On any sums paid before the expiration of the six months 
ill part discharge of such bonds, no payments to be less than 
Rs. 500, only an interest of six per cent to be allowed, and the 
sums to be lent to each respective person to be left to the discretion 
of the Managers, We propose that the notes be printed in sections 
agreeable to the form herewith presented with the Company’s mark 
in the margin, to be cut through the middle with an instrument 
made for that purpose, by which one half will remain on the 
Company’s section and the other half on the notes ; each note to be 
also signed by the Managers of the Bank. It appears to us that it 
will be also necessary to have an office for the Bank in the Castle 
with an additional Assistant as Cashier and a Shroflf and a Purvoe 
for his assistance. We would also recommend that deposits may 
be received to bear an interest of six per cent, provided they are 
not repaid within ten days, and each deposit not to be less than 
Rs. lOOO.^ 

Read (1 6th January 1771) the above report from the Committee 
of Accounts on the subject of the proposed notes to be issued from 
the Bank, but as the present great scarcity of money renders it 
impossible to carry the same into immediate execution, it is agreed 
to defer it till a future opportunity.^ 

The following extracts show that long after the foundation of 
the Bank the Gompaiiy continued to lend money to native 
merchants: 

Consultation, l3th December 1731 : Ambaidds Takidds requests a 
loan out of the Company’s treasury of Rs. 50,000, he and LMdc4s 
offering to give their Joint and separate bonds for th© same at three 
quarters per cent per month interest, which is agreed to.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th February 1735 : Navrqfi 
Rustam ji and Sliivaji Dharamset requesting a loan of Rs. 1,70,000 
on their joint bond for the term of three months at the rate of three 
quarters per cent per month, and as we have no immediate occasion 
for the money, and that our complying will be an additional 


^ Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, 56-58. 

" P»om. Gov. Consultation 16th Jan. 1771, Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, 55. 
■’ Pom. Guv. Chjnsultation 16tii Dec 1731, Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 173. 
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advantage to the Honourable Company by increasing their customs, 
the same is agreed to.^ 

Shivaji Dharamset requesting a loan of Rs. 70,000 for three months 
at interest, it is agreed to comply therewith, as it will be a gain to 
our Honourable Masters of so much interest and an encouragement 
to the trade of the Island,® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8rd February 1738 : The 
President desires tbe consent of the Board for his borrowing out of 
the treasury the sum of Rs. 80,000 for a month’s time at interest, 
which is agreed to.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th July 1760 : Letter from 
the Collector to the President, 29th July 1760. Agreeable to your 
order signified to me by the Secretary, I have duly received from 
the New Fortification Paymaster the sum of Es. 630-1-39 being one- 
fourth part the value of Jivanset Padamset’s house pulled down in 
the year 1757. The same is duly brought to his credit in account 
with the Honourable Company. Regarding the produce of his oarts, 
they having been for some years past managed by the Honourable 
Company’s inspector, it appears by accounts in the Collector’s office 
that their real value or produce is hardly at present Rs. 200 a year. 
This was chiefly owing to the had state they \vere in before the 
Honourable Company took them into their own hands, and this 
with care might still be improved. Two men K^mibhai Yithoji and 
Hmaji Madanji now offer Rs. 300 a year for the said oarts valued 
by the vereadores, provided they can have them for nine years. 
If your Honour , approve it, the same may be rented to them, 
and the produce paid annually against his debt to the Honourable 
Company. Another small oart at M^him is allotted for Jivanset 
Padamset in truck for that part of his oart cut down for making 
the fortified line to Back Bay. With this he purposes subsisting 
himself and family. The result must depend solely upon his own 
industry, as the charges on the said oart are in fact more (at 
present) than the pi'oduce amounts to.^ 

A Consultation, 29th July 1760 : Read the above letter from the 
Collector setting forth that he has been offered Rs. 300 a year 
for the oarts belonging to Jivanset Padamset, provided they are let 
for the term of nine years. On this the Collector is ordered to 
make the best agreement in his power about the said oarts that 
the produce may be applied towards discharging Jivanset’s debt to 
our Honourable Masters,^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th April 1776 : The letter from 
the Governor General and Council was dated the 8th January in which 
they acquainted us it was not in their power to furnish us with remit- 


5 Bom. Go%\ Consultation lOtli Feb 1735, Pub. Diary 8 of 1734-35, 67. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation lltb-12tb Feb. 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 26. 

3 Bom. Gov, Consultation 3rd Feb. 1738, Pub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, 29. 

Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, 570-571. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 29tb July 1760, Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, 565, 
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tances to pay off our bond debt^ and observed that even if they could 
spare so large a sum the loss the Company would sustain by the 
exchange and by so considerable a diminution of the current specie of 
those Provinces would probably equal the single advantage we should 
derive from the annual saving of so much interest. They were of 
opinion however there were other means more regular and more easy by 
which the same end might be in a great degree attained/and which 
they recommended on the strength of their own experience^ namely to 
open our treasury for the receipt of all new loans^ which might be ten- 
dered at five per cent, and to a.ppropriate the amount subscribed to pay 
off the old debt^ or if this measure should fail at Bombay they were of 
opinion it might be accomplished by remittances from tliat Presidency 
made- by individuals, as the large payments which had been made of 
their bonded debt had left large sums in the hands of the original 
proprietors which they could have no better means of employing.^ 

Two days later the Board observe t The above expedient proposed by 
the Governor General and Council for- lessening our bond debt is totally 
impracticable at this Presidency, but if any money should be remitted 
from thence by private persons at the interest they mention we will 
willingly receive it. At the same time we must remark that although 
our treasury?- has been so long open for the receipt of money at nine per 
cent, none has been remitted from Bengal even for that advantageous 
interest.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th July 1778 : A list of the 
Bond creditors is now laid before us agi'ceable to order w^hereby we 
observe on the 1 st of May when the accounts were last closed, it 
amounted to Es. 27,92,370-3-87. Ordered that the list be entered 
after this Consultation for the notice of the Honourable Company VrEo 
will observe that few individuals at the other Presidencies appear 
therein. As the debt due from the treasury to the Bank now amounts 
to a very large sum and appears annually to increase by the accumu- 
lation of interest, the Honourable Company must be desired to give 
us their directions whether to fix it at a certain sum or to write it off 
altogether and establish a new Bank whenever the state of our finances 
will j)ermii® 

The following extracts relate to the wages of unskilled labour in 
Bombay: 

Bombay letter to Mr. Brabourn, 1 7 th. September 1696 : We gladly 
hear that you are so well provided with materials for building and 
do not question but that the Honourable Lieutenant General and 
Council at Madras will do their utmost to supply you with workmen. 
We hope they will he able- to do the same with coolies for we esteem it 
impossible for us to supply coolies. Since the war on the island not 
pne-half the necessary number has been available. To obtain even 
what we have has been a heavy cost to the Honourable Company, they 


^ Bom, Gov. Consultation 7tli April 1776, Ful>, Diary 60 of 1776, 181* 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 9th April 1776, Fuh. Diary 69 of 1776, 184* 

3 Bom, Gov, Consultation 29th July 1778, Pub* Diary 74 of 1778, 661 “562, 
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being a people so necessary for the good of the island and the increase 
of the Company's revenue^ 

Court to Bombay, 21st February 1717 : Eemember to take into 
your particular care the sort of Kolis on Bombay which by the 
constitution of the island are accounted a kind of slaves to us. l¥e told 
you. how useful they are. And yonr letter of the 24th February takes 
notice of them that they may be made useful, and that the boys were 
ordered to be put out to several handicraft trades. Advise us yearly 
what se.rvice they do us. We understand they are more to be depend- 
ed on as to fidelity ingenuity and labouriousness than any other. If 
so you may encourage them when necessary by advancing their pay of 
four Xeraphins a month. We find you have made an advance in the 
case of other labourers. As to their grumbling because they have so 
small wages when they can earn half a Xeraphin a day, consider them 
a sort of slaves, and then you have an aiiswei’ why they should work 
cheaper for us than for others,^ 

Bombay Government to the Collector of the rent, SOth January 
1740: Ordered that the Kolis^^ wages allowed by the Coinpany lie 
increased to a half rupee a month each maii.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6th October 1767 : We 
(committee of accounts) observe of the different account disbursements 
now before us, tliat the wages of labourers in the respective offices are 
considerably higher than they were some years ago. Tim increase was 
at first occasioned by the great demand for labourers on account of the 
new fortifications during the late French war. But as the number 
of workmen now employed on this service is greatly decreased, we beg-^ 
leave to recommend to the Board s consideration whether the wages of 
the labourers in general might not be considerably lowered, which the 
present plenty and cheapness of rice induces us to think might be 
easily effected.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th October 1767 : We approve 
the above remark upon the high price of labour. And as neither that 
nor the rate of hamalage has for some years been regulated, it is 
agreed to appoint a committee for this purpose to consist of Messrs. 
Boddam, Jervis, and Mostyn, taking the Engineer to their assistance.^ 

Eeport from the Committee to the President and Governor, 13th Febru- 
ary 1 768; In consequence of youi* HonouFsorder of the 1 8th October last 
(1767) for regulating the pay of labourers and rates of hamalage, we have 
duly considered the same and taken all possible information regarding 
them. As to the fh‘st we are of opinion that twelve pice a day or 63 I’es^ 
for nine hours for an able-bodied labourer and less in proportion agreeable 
to their age and strength, will be fully sufficient and that none but 
overseers should be paid more either on the Honourable Company's 


1 Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1694 - 1696, 30. 

2 Court to Bombay 21st Feb. 1717 para 76, Comp, of Standing Ord. Yol. 1 of 1716- 

1721, 153. 3 Bevenue Diary 22 of 1798, 2063. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 6th Get. 1767, Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 648. 

B Bom. Gov. Consultation 13th Oct. 1767, Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 658. 
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works only or by private persons (the other side people only excepted), 
and even not those unless it be impossible to get them without an 
advanced rate. As to the hamalage we now enclose your Honour 
two different lists of rates thereof, numbers 1 and 2 • the first being 
what we deem a reasonable and suj0S.cient allowance and the latter 
being the miiJcddanis of the hamals’ proposals, less than which they 
represent they cannot engage for. We therefore leave it to your Honour 
to approve whichever of the two you may judge most proper : ^ 

List No. 1. Kates of hamalage proposed by the Committee : On 
all weighable goods whether staples in bags or other packages from 


From the Pier Head to the Company's Bandar Warehouse : 


A leaguer of liquor 



Pice 

1(5 

A butt 

... 


12 

A pipe 

... 


9 

A hogshead 

A leaguer to the adjacent 

houses as far as 

the Gover- 

6 

nor’s 

... ... 

... 

48 

A butt 

do. 

... 

36 

A pipe 

do. 

... 

27 

A hogshead 

do. 

... 

18 

A leaguer to the bazjir and distant parts 


72 

A butt do. 

... 


54 

A pipe do. 

... 


40 

A hogshead do. 

... 

... 

27 


Weighing and storage as allowed in the Company’s warehouses. 


Weighing charges each ; 


Pice. 

10 


Rs. 

0 


ql’. 

0 


rs. 

50 
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the Bandar Pier to the Company'’ s bandar warehouse 1 annas the Surat 
man, and to the adjacent houses as far as the Governor s and in a 
line therewith 1 piee the Surat m an ; to the bazar and distant parts 
of the English houses near the Eamparts piee the Surat ; 
from the custom house to the jaarts of the bazar adjacent 1 pice the 
Surat marl, and to the distant parts of the bazar 
1 1 piee the Surat man,^ 


Committee’s 
Hamalage Rates, 
176S. 


or English houses 


Bombay khmidi ... 

Bale of goods, siicli as silk or silk or cotton piece goods, 

if carried by 4 liamals ... 20 

If carried by one on his back ... ... ... 10 

Cotton to any wai’ehoiise within the line of the church. 10 

Cotton to any wai’ehoiise at or without the old Maiidvi 15 

Piece goods in chests, 15 to 20 pice each ... ... 20 

Chests of liquors ... ... ... ... oO 

Do. to the parts near the Bamparts ,,, 40 

List No, 2. Hamals^ prices for their hamalage on sundiy goods 
for bringing from the water side to the warehouses in town, weighing 
and caTiying from the warehouses to the vrater side^ ; 

On© bale of cotton, bringing from the Pierhead 
to the warehouses of Mr. England, Mr. 

Hunter, Lavji, Apollo Gate, Church Gate, 
or any other warehouses ... 

On© bale of cotton from the Pier head to the 

baz4r ' o.,- , .... 0 0 75 


Rate% 

1708 , 


i Pub, Diary 50 of 1768, 169 •» 170, ^ Pub, Diary 50 of 1768, 170 - 17L 

3 Pub. Diary 60 of 1768, m. 
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Order, 


Es. 

One bale of cotton from any warehouse to screw ^ 0 
Do. from screw house to the Pier 

head ... ... ... 0 

One leaguer of arrack from the Pier head to 
any warehouse ... ... ... 1 

One pipe of madeira from the Pier head to any 
warehouse from 3 qrs. to ... ... I 

One hogshead of liquor from the Pier head to 
any warehouse ... ... ...- 0 

One chest of liquor from the Pier head to any 
warehouse ... ... ... 0 

One hhandi of any goods from the Pier head to 
any warehouse and weighing ... 0 

One canister of sugar from the Pier head to any 
warehouse and weighing ... ... 0 

One large bale of Bengal piece goods from the 
Pier head to any warehouse with 1 2 ham^ls. 1 
One large bale of Bengal piece goods from the 
Pier head to any warehouse with 8 ham ills. 0 
One small bale of Bengal piece goods from the 
Pier head to any warehouse with 4 hamals. 0 
One bag of J ambusar grain from the waterside 
totheMandvi ... ... ... 0 

Company’s goods, iron copper and lead, for 
bringing from the waterside to the ware- 
house ,20 res for bringing and 20 for weigh- 
ing a ... ... ... 0 

Company’s one bale of cloth for bringing to 
the warehouse ... ... ... 0 

One bale of Cambay Surat piece goods for 
bringing to the warehouse ... ... 0 

One bale of Cambay Surat piece goods for 
carrying to the Pier head from^ the ware- 
house ... ... ... 0 

One barrel of gunpowder from the Powder 
house to the Fort Magazine ... .... 0 

One large bale of piece goods from the Pier 
head to any warehouse ... ... 0 

One large bag of grain to out the gate of Mandvi 
or custom house... ... ... 0 

One bale of cotton from the waterside to the 
customhouse ... ... ... 0 

One bale of cotton from the custom house to 
any ■warehouse ... ... ...< 0 

One man of any goods from custom house to 
shopkeepers in the bazdr ... ... 0 

One canister of sugar from the Pier head to 
the custom house ... ... 0 

One cask of redlead from the Pier head to the 
customhouse ... ... ... 1 


qr.. rs. 

0 50 

0 25 
0 0 
0 . 0 

1 50 
2 . 0 
1 0 

0 50 

2 0 

3 0 

1 0 
0 25 

0 40 
0 10 
0 20 

0 20 
0 15 > 
0 50 
0 50 
0 50 
0 50 

0 5 

1 0 
0 0 


Bombay Government Consultation, £6th Febniaiy 1768 : Reperused 
the report from the committee appointed to regulate the price of 
labour and liamalage, wherein they fix the former at 12 pice a day 
or 63 res for 9 hours for every able-bodied labourer and less in pro- 
portion to the age and strength of others. They likewise enclose two 
lists of the rates of hamalage, one framed by them and the other by 
ham^ls, the former of which is approved ; but as Mr. Jervis, one of the 
committee, now expresses a fear that the hamdls will not be satisfied 
therewith, he and Mxv Ryley (who is a|)pointed in the room of 
Mr. Boddam) are ordered to take the opinions of the principal and 
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most disinterested merchants thereon in order as much as possible to 
prevent any interruption to the trade of the place. The rate of labour 
is approved and the necessary orders to be issued to the several oflices 
to observe the same.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 12th February 1788 : As the 
regulations submitted to us by the Chief of Th^na, relative to the hire 
oi big dr is in Salsette, appear conducive to prevent the inhabitants 
being oppressed, we readily give them our sanction and they must be 
enforced accordingly.^ 

The following extracts relate to the slave trade chiefly with 
Madagascar : 

Bombay to Surat, 17th February 1677 : Please to order whether 
the Company'’s three slaves shall be sent to St. Helena in the Bantam 
ship.^ 

Bombay to St. Helena, 19th March 1677 : Having received order 
from the Honourable President and Council in Surat to send such slaves 
of the Honourable Company as we have here, to their Island of St. 
Helena, these are to advise you that we have put on board the ship 
Persia Merchant four men slaves, and here enclosed send you the 
Captain^ s receipt of them that there may be no demur when you make 
demand of them.^ 

Court to Surat, 13th March 1683 : His Majesty hath required 
of us to send to India to provide for him there one male and two 
female blacks. They must be dwarfs of the least size that you 
can procure ; the male to be about 17 years of age and the female 
about 14 Next to their littleness w’-e would have you to choose 
such as may have the best features, and to send them home upon 
any of our ships, giving the Commander great charge to take 
care of their accommodation, and in particular of the female that 
she be in no wmy abused in the voyage by any of the seamen. For 
their provision and clothes you must take care to lay it in, and 
let them be set out with such ear and nose rings and shackles for 
ornament about their legs (of false stones and brass but not with 
gold) as is usual to wear in the country. But let them not be worn 
by them in the voyage, but sent to us apart.^ 

Bombay to St. Helena, 18th January 1687: This serves to 
accompany the Kent, who has on board four black men which we 
send for the use of our Eight Honourable Masters as appears by 
the enclosed receipt under the Captain s hand.® 


Grov. OonsTiltation 26th Feb. 1768, Pub* Diary 50 of 1768, 168. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 12th Feb, 1788, Pub, Diary 92 of 1788, 135. Ooinp. of 
Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 184. 

3 Bombay to Surat i7th Feb. 1677, Sec. Out, L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 16, Forrest’s 

Home Series, 1, 124. ■ ^ ^ / ^ « 

4 Bombay to St, Helena 19th March 1677, Sec. Out.^ H B. 4 of 1677-1687, 23. 

■ Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 127. , 

5 Court to Surat 13th March 1683, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681' 1685, 42. 
® Bom, to St, Helena 18 th Jan, 1687, Sec. Out. L. B, 4 of 1677*1687, 51* 
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Bombay Govemnient Ooiisultatioii, 27th August 1736 ; A report 
is laid before the Board of the Coflirees received by the Harrington 
as follows : 

Men ... ... ■ ... ... 46 

Large boys ... ... ... ... 17 

Women and girls ... ... ... 7*2 

Children not yet fit for service ... ... 30 

Total ... 165 

And the President proposing to the consideration of the Board 
in what manner to employ them, it is judged that the men will be 
most serviceable on board the vessels as mariners, the large boys to 
be put into the marine yard and there bred up as carpenters caulkers 
and sawyers, and the women and girls to he employed as big arts 
or labourers upon the Honourable Company’s works. This is 
accordingly resolved on; and the children as they grow up, to be 
employed as abovementionedd 

Letter from Dr. David Drummond to the President and Council, 
1st September 1736 : Having had the care of 165 slaves from the 
Island of Madagascar to this place, I humbly hope your Honours 
will allow me such a gratuity as to you shall seem proper.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3rd September 1736 : Di\ 
David Drummond of the Harrington requesting to be allowed a 
gratuity for his care of the slaves brought on that ship from 
Madagascar, it is agreed to refer the same to the Honourable 
Company.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st October 1736 : Pursuant 
to the Honourable Company’s orders in the 1 8th paragraph of their 
letter of 5th December 1735, directed that ten of the slaves be sent 
on the Lynn for St. Helena, namely 5 women 3 boys and 2 girls ; 
all the men being employed on board our cruisers.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th January 1737 : Ordered 
that 6 women and 4 boys of the Coffrees be sent to St. Helena on 
each ship (the men being all out on board the cruizers) ; and that 
the usual supply of grain and arrack be sent them.^ 

Letter from Messrs. J, Montgomery and R. Shuter to Bombay 
Government, dated Bombay 16th January 1737; As we conceive 
it to be your Honour^s pleasure to send on each of our ships some 
slaves for the service of St. Helena (whereof six are to be women), 
we beg leave to represent the inconveniences that we apprehend 
will occur from such your resolution : (1) We have no conveniences 
on hoard for the accommodation of such people, being quite Ml 
between decks and their mixing with the ship’s company, especially 
the women (who we cannot contrive how to keep separate), will 


^ Bom. Gov. Consiiltatioa 27tli Aug; 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 306. 

2 Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 312. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 3rd Sept. 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 30S. 

4 Bom. Gov, Consultation 21siOct. 1736, Pub, Diary 9 of 1736, 423. 
® Bom. Gov. Consultation 6th Jan. 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-87, 2. 
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occasion such irregularities as may in all likelihood put us under 
the greatest difficulties both with regard to health and good 
discipline. (2) Should our passage round the Cape prove otherwise 
than favourable^ the ill accommodation we are able to give these 
people might possibly subject them to that common evil the scurvy 
which complicated with what we have above represented, might 
infect in a most fatal manner both our ships’ crews, the consequence 
of which your Honours are sufficient judges of. Wherefore we 
humbly pray your Honours will for the above reasons wait some 
other opportunity for remitting the above slaves and thereby 
prevent the mischiefs which on the contx'ary seem to present.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th November 1738: Our 
Honourable Masters having been pleased to direct a number of 
slaves may be sent annually for the supply of their island of 
St, Helena; Ordered that 3 men 5 women and 4 children be now 
sent, and a f urther number on the Wcwsaii when she sails.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd April 1739 : Taking into 
consideration our Honourable Masters^ orders concerning the division 
of the Ooffree slaves to be sent to Madras in equal proportions between 
our two settlements, the President remarks that our great and evident 
want of men in our present situation had induced him to give 
orders for the disciplining the small number remaining of the 
males, being no more than 42, and making them serviceable in 
the military in which they have arrived at such expertness in the 
use of firearms that they were much preferable to the topasses 
who are dwindled and decayed, so that few are left fit for service. 
That in the way they are now employed they are too necessary to 
part with; And as we apprehend our necessities will justify to 
our Honourable Masters our detaining them, it is agreed that we 
send on this ship only the supernumerary women to the number of 
29 with, their children, and that order be given accordingly;*^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd May 1741 : The 
President mentions that the inhabitants frequently disposing of 
their slaves to others who are of a difierent caste or sect, creates 
great uneasiness and trouble, and repeated applications are made 
to him on the subject from the Marathas. That in order 
effectually to remove any matter of complaint in future, a publica- 
tion be issued absolutely forbidding under a penalty of Rs. 100 
any whomsoever to sell or buy a slave but from or to one who is 
of tlio same caste and religion. To this the Board agrees, and 
orders a publication to be framed to the above tenour.^ 

Publication by order of the Honourable Stephen Law, President 
and Governor of Bombay, 3rd June 1741 : ^ Whereas _ experience 
hath shown the custom which hitherto prevailed on this Island of 


1 PiiU Diary lOof m6-3'7, 

“ Bom. Gov. Consultation 20tli Nov. 1738, Pub. Diary 11 of l737*o8, 309,* _ 

3 Horn. Cov. Consultation 2nd April 1739, Pub, Diary 12 of 1738-39, 109-110- 
Bom. Gov; Gonsultaticn 22i:d May 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 20o, 
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persons Tbnyiiig and selling slaves from or to whomsoever without 
any regard to their caste or religion of the persons so purchasing* 
or selling, has been attended with great inconveniences ancl 
frequently occasions disputes and troubles to the Government of 
this island, the said President and Governor by and witli the advice 
and consent of his Council doth hereby order and direct that from 
and after publication hereof no slave either male or female be 
bought or sold to any person but such who are of the same caste 
and religion both with respect to the seller and purchaser. Any 
person who shall presume to act contrary to this order, shall 1 x 3 
subject to a fine of Ks. 100 for every slave so bought or sold, 
and the slave to be returned on the seller’s hands. To the end 
that no person may plead ignorance, the said President and 
Governor hath caused these presents to be published by beat of 
drum cund affixed in the usual places. Given in Bombay Castle 
this 3rd day of June in the year of our Lord 1741.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th September 1741: The 
land paymaster i*eports he has received from our Honourable 
Masters’ ship 19 slaves brought from Madagascar, namely 

1 4 men 2 boys and 3 women. Considering how to employ the men 
most for our Honourable Masters’ ad\’antage, we cannot at the same 
time help remarking that from the experience of tliOxSe already 
here they are but of little service and the maintenance of them far 
exceeds the expense of pay to the other common labourers. Wlietlier 
from the change of climate or what other cause we cannot say, the 
Madagascar slaves do not appear of a constitution robust enough to 
bear laborious work adequate to tlie charge incurred. We 
are of opinion the only method will be to employ them in the 
military. The Paymaster is therefore directed to furnish those 
now received as well as the others on the place, with proper 
accoutrements ; and the officers are enjoined to render them expert 
in the use of ti rearms.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st January 1743 : As tlio 
Madagascar slaves are of no manner of use here and are expensive 
to the Honourable Company, the Board are of opinion that it will 
be best to send them down tire coast on these ships to be employee] 
on Dhaiunapatan, where they will be of service in planting and 
cultivating the land vvliieh will bear the expense of tliem ; and can 
be employed as soldiers on any occasion.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th April 1748 : Several 
rohbciies as W'ell as some cruel murders having been lately coiu- 
nii tied in which there are strong suspicions thoiigli no proof oi: 
cofireo slaves being concerned, it is considei*ed on this occasion that 
persons being possessed of slaves, who, there is great reason to 
believe, liave not means sufficient to support such their slaves in an 


\ See. Out. L. B. 8 of 1738-1741. 

^ Bom. Gov. Coiisiilfcation lOth Bept. 1741, Tub, Diary 14 of 1740-41, 352. 
Bom. Gov. Coimiltatiou 2Ist Jan. 1743, Pub. Diary IG of 1743, 10‘20. 
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lioiiest livelihood, must be productive of many ills to the peace and 
weJt>H’e of his Majesty on this island; Resolved there- 

fore a publication be issued recpiiring all manner of persons of 
what religion or degree soever to exhibit unto the Collector of the 
revenues on or before the 28th instant (April 1748) an attested list 
of what slaves they are possevssed of, whether inale or female, 
specifying their names ages and native country ; and provided after 
the expiration of the time abovementioned any person shall be 
found possessed of any slave not inserted in the list abovementioned 
aiul which were such persons^ property at or before the time of 
tills publication, it is further resolved that such slave or slaves 
sliall be forfeited to the Honourable Company, and the informer 
by w hose means the same shall he duly proved shall have a rew^ard 
of Rs. 10 for every slave so forfeited, to be paid^by the owner of 
such, slave. Directed therefore that a publication be accordingly 
made and affixed in the usual places.-^ 

Boinbay Governmoiit Consultation, 8th May 1748 : Mr. Dorril 
lays before the Board a list of slaves belonging toMiffe rent people 
on this island, which lias been tahen by him conformable to our 
publication noticed in our Consultation of the 19th ultimo (April 
1748), wd.iich is ordered to lay upon the table for our coming to 
some resolution thereon.^ 

Court to Bombay, 25tli October 1752 : We are fully satisfied 
that Madagascar coffrees will be of great service to us in many 
respects at our Presidency of Boinbay especially they will make 
good soldiers, as the President and Council of Fort Saint George 
have assured us that their behaviour in the field is equal to the 
Europeans, and that they are as much dreaded by the Moors. In 
order therefore to supply you with a number of them, we now 
despatch our own ship the 8io allow, burthen 180 tons. Captain 
John Bell Commander, to Madagascar, and have directed Captain 
Bell and Mr. John Cleugh, or the commander and chief mate for 
the time being, to proceed to St. Augustin’s Bay and then toisuch 
other ports or places upon the said island where they have reason 
to hope for success, there to purchase 300 slaves and as many more 
as call be conveniently stowed in the Swallow, if to be procured in 
the time limited in their instructions two-thirds of which are to* 
be able bodied men and well grown boys. 

You will observe by our said agents’ instructions, a copy of which 
is now forwarded to you, that we have agreed to allow them the' 
following commissions or rewards, namely to Captain John Bell 
2()s. a head for so many as shall be delivered to you alive, and in 
like manner 6s. 8d. a head unto Mr. John Cleugh, which you are 
hereby directed to pay them accordingly. But if Captain Bell or 
Mr. Cleugh shall die before the business at Madagascar is fully 
completed, in such cases we have reserved the distribution of the 


^ Oom. Gov. Coiisiilfcatioii 19tli April 174S, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 133-134, 

- Bom. Gov. Consultatioii Stii May 1748, Fiib. Diary 21 of 1748, 162. Neither tlie 
list nor any orders passed thereon have been traced (1892). 
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deceasecFs commission in such manner and among such persons as 
we shall judge equitable; and therefore you must wait for our 
orders for the distribution thereof. 

You will likewise observe by the said instructions that we have 
agreed to allow to our said agents five shillings a head for so many 
slaves as they shall assist the Dragon with, which you are to pay 
to them accordingly upon their producing proper certificates thereof 
under the hands of the Dragon's agents, subject nevertheless to the 
above restrictions in case of the death of Captain Bell or Mr. Cleugh. 

If you find the surgeon has taken a proper care of the slaves, 
you are hereby directed to pay him five shillings a head for so many 
as shall be delivered alive. 

Although our principal view in sending you Madagascar coffrees 
is to have them serviceable in the military and the marine, yet we 
shall leave it to your prudence to employ them in such manner and 
in such places as may best contribute to the Company’s interest. 

You are to treat our slaves humanely ; and although they are 
to be looked on as our sole property, yet they ai’e to have all fitting 
and proper encouragement that they may cheerfully perform their 
duty in wdratever station you shall think proper to employ them. 

That we may have the greatest benefit from the service of 
our slaves, you are hereby directed to appoint a committee to 
consider of the properest measures for rendering them most useftil 
to us ; as likewise to regulate their habitation, diet, and clothing, 
in such a manner as may best contribute to their health and make 
their servitude easy to them. What occurs to us as necessary on 
this occasion is that they be lodged together in a convenient place 
or places, under the particular inspection of some trusty person or 
persons to be appointed for that purpose ; that the soldiery and 
others have as little intercourse with them as possible to prevent 
their being debauched by them; that their diet and clothing be 
ascertained, which is to be reasonable and fully sufficient for them ; 
that the slaves be acquainted with the particulars of their said diet 
and clothing ; that if they are not duly supplied therewith, they 
may, on complaining to you, have justice done them ; that they be 
attended, when sick, by our surgeons with as much care as the 
soldiery. These hints are to he observed by the committee as 
instructions for forming proper regulations which when methodized 
and improved, and whatever else shall appear necessary is added, 
they are to report the whole to you, that you may be enabled to 
fix upon and cause to be carried into execution such rules and 
regulations as you shall judge will best answer our intentions ; and 

particularly recommend it our President to see them efiectnally 
executed.-^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23rd~24th July 1753 : The 
Honourable Company having recommended some points to our con- 


^ Court to Bombay 25th Oct. 1752 paras 1-8, Pub. 13ep. Court’s Letter Vol. 4 ot 
1752- 1756,50-11. 
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sicleration and in a more particular manner to tlie President in 
regard to the slaves expected by the Sivallow, he proposes for the 
present that Messrs. Sewell^ Symmons, and Hodges be a committee 
for overseeing them, and having drawn out some regulations, he 
recommends them to their consideration^ 

Letter from Mr. Price Secretary, to Messrs. John Sewell 
Symmons and Hodges, dated Bombay 27th July 1753 : You being 
appointed a committee for framing regulations for the better gov- 
ernment of the Madagascar slaves, herewith you will receive copy of 
the 8th paragraph of letter of 25th October 1752 of the Honourable 
Court of Directors relating thereto, to which the President has added 
the following which he recommends to your serious consideration : 
In regard to their employ, he proposes that 100 of the ablest bodied 
men be stationed in the train of artillery. The remainder of the 
inen to be equally divided among the military and marine. The 
boys to be put under the care of the master attendant for their being 
trained up carpenters caulkers and smiths, of which the island is 
in much want. The women and girls to pick oakum or do any 
other service that majrbe required. The cotfrees at present on the 
island to the number of about 50 to be incorporated with the rest 
excepting the men who from a habit of idleness having for some 
time past been under no order or controlment, may the easier 
debauch the new comers. It is proposed that they be immediately 
employed in the cruizers. In regard to their habitation, it will be 
necessary that some commodious one be pitched on which is left 
to the discretion of the committee ; but as the Sivallow is shortly 
expected, the house formerly built for the weavers may for the 
present suffice. Their diet and clothing: A particular regard to 
the diet of the slaves to preserve their health and thereby render 
them more fit for effectual service being essentially necessary, a 
sober judicious person should have the care of inspecting their 
provisions to prevent any abuses in their quality that so the slaves 
having no cause of complaint, their servitude may become easy. 
A sober humane man to be in the nature of a guardian to the slaves, 
having his habitation near them to prevent any irregularities. 
Their food to be good hhichadi and fish five days in the week and 
two days flesh provisions ; each man to have one rupee and each 
■woman half rupee for purchasing tobacco betel and other trifles ; 
and that some of the waste ground near the powder mill be allotted 
for raising greens for themselves. The slaves in the train to have 
two pair of dangri drawers and two Banian shirts every six months 
and a cap and uniform perpet coat every year. Those in the 
military the same. Those in the cruizers, linen the same and a 
broadcloth coat and cap once a year. The boys to have two blue 
dangri Banian shirts and twopair drawers twice a year; and as they 
are to be under the master attendant and may occasionally be 
employed on private work, he is to be accountable for their pay, 
which will in some measure alleviate the Honourable Company of 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 23rcl-24tli July 1753, Bub. Diary 26 of 1753, 237. 
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tlieir charges.- The women to have four lungis and four liliie hand- 
kerchiefs every year. Positive orders to bo given to the land and 
sea ofiScers that they be treated with the greatest humanity, carefully 
instructed in their’ respective professions, and on no account what- 
ever be made either servants or drudges. These are intended as 
gciieralhints kit is left to the Committee to add or diminish as 
they may deem requisite.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th September 1753 : Read 
a letter from Captain J. Cleugii requesting head-money on the 
slaves landed here and delivered to the being 71 as per 

cmdificates produced, signed by Captain Kent and Mr. Michael 
Morgal, which is ordered to be paid.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st September l7o3: Being 
disappointed in the number of slaves received by the Swalloiv, the 
whole number of men now on the Island being S3, resolved tlmfc 
they be employed in the cruizers, namely 13 on boai'd the Pre/erf er 
10 on board the Bomhay grab and 10 on board the Guard kuij with 
strict injunctions to the commanders to teach them their duty and 
treat them humanely ; resolved likewise that the women and gij'ls 
be employed in the powder house and the boys in the marine jnxrd. 
The small number of slaves received by this ship gives us little 
encouragement for returning the Swalloto to Madagascar on the 
Honourable Company’s account. But as from his late experience 
Captain Cleugh must he the properest judge, he is called before the 
Board, and his opinion being asked declares there is very little 
probability to hope for success, and then withdrew. This beings 
taken into consideration together with the latitude given by the 
Honourable Company to employ her in any station we might judge 
most beneficial for their interest, and as we are greatly distressed 
for want of tlie Guavclian now at Gombroon, resolved that the 
Swalloto be despatched thither to relieve her.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th July 1756: The Super- 
intendent reporting that the commanders of the ernizers have 
represented to him that they find it impracticable to make use of 
the Madagascar slaves who were received by Swalloiu and destined to 
the marine agreeable to a resolution of Council the 21st September 
1753, since from their dislike to the sea they attempt to desert 
on every occasion, and the Superin tendenfc recommending their 
being employed as labourers in the marine yard, it is agreed that 
they be ordered to that duty. ^ 

Bombay Govermnent Consultation, 24th Juno 1757 : The Super- 
intendent reports that the Madagascar slaves have lately committed 
many great disorders and cannot be made useful in the marine, 
though t'lmy have been very much encouraged. Ordered that ho 
deliver them over to the new fortification paymaster, to bo 


2 rub. Diury 2G of 1753, 237-239. 

2 Bom. Gov. Diary IStli Sept. 1763, Pub. Diary 26 of 1753, 318, 

^ Bom. Gov. ContJiiItation 21st Sept. 1753, Pub-. Diary 26* of 1753, 324-325. • 
Bom, Gov. Coiisiiliation 20th July 1756, Pub. Diai’y 29 of 1750, 208. 
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confined to work in chains with lascar^s allowance only^ till they 
do alter their behaviour.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd August 1757: The 
Superintendent alleges that the Madagascar slaves lately ordered 
on the works have given assurance of altering their behaviour 
and beg to be employed in sawing in the marine yard. Agreed 
that as many of them be returned to him as he may have occasion 
for.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th September 1757 : There 
being some male slaves lately brought here by a vessel from 
Madagascar, ordered that they be purchased to be sent to Madras* 
by the first conveyance in consequence of the President and 
GounciFs request.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6th October 1757: The 
Madras gentlemen advising that slaves are wanted at St. Helena 
and a vessel having brought some a few days since from Mada- 
gascar, resolved that we endeavour to purchase all the males to be 
sent thither.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19 fcli October 1762; Ordered 
that public notice be affixed that we will receive proposals on 
Tuesday the 26 th instant (October 1762) from any persons who 
may be desirous of contracting with the Honourable Company for 
slaves to be delivered either at Port Marlborough in Sumatra or 
this place.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, Stli December 1702: In 
consequence of the notification issued for contracting for the eoffrec 
slaves for the use of Port Marlborough, a proposal has been made 
to the President to contract for 500 at the following rates and in 
the following* proportions, which being deemed reasojiable and will 
we judge turn out cheaper to the Honourable Company tlmn 
sending'a vessel on purpose, is accepted and a conH’act ordered to 
be executed accordingly, namely^ : 

Ra. 

Por every man from 20 to -10 years of age ... .,..110 

„ womtin of the same age for every one of which 

there are to be five men,.. ... 80 

,, boy from 14 to 20 years of age ... ... 75 

j, girl of tbe same age for every one of which 

there are to be five boys ... ... 50 

Bomba3v Government Consultation, 4th October 1 703 : Mr. George, 
with wdio'm we last year contracted for slaves for the use of Fort 
hiarlborough Presidency (that is Bencoolen on the south coast of 
Sumatra), not being returned, and the season being far advanced, 
it is agreed, in order as much as possible to obviate a disappointment 


^ Bom. Gov. Consul tatioii 24tli Juno 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 238. 

- Bom. Gov. Consultatiun 2ndAng. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 201. 

- Bom. Gov. Ooii,mllation 20th Sept. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 352, 
Bom. Gov, Consultation 6th Oct. 1757, I'ub. Diary 30 of 1757, 375. 
Boni. Gov, Consultation I9tli Oct, 1762, Pub. Diary 39 of 1762, 597. 
Bom.* Gov, Consultation 8th Dec. 1762, Pub. Diary 39 of 1702, 722 .723, 
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in what the gentlemen at Tort Marlborough represent as so essential 
to the welfare of that place, to purchase the following slaves who 
have been picked out and offered by the proprietors at the under- 
mentioned prices which are considerably less than those we have 
engaged to give to Mr. Park, namely^ : 


Men ... 

... 18 at Bs. 

90 

each 

1620 

Women... 

... 17 

i) 

80 

j? 

1360 

Boys ... 

... 11 

j) 

75 

55 

825 

Do. ... 

... 27 

j> 

60 


1620 

Do. ... 

... 1 

j> 

50 

55 

50 

Girls. . 

... 4 

SJ 

60 

55 , 

240 

Total 

... 78 



Bs 

5715 


Bombay to Court, 25th March 1764, para 18 : We have frequently 
advised your Honours of our readiness to assist the Presidency of Fort 
Marlborough, which in a letter from your servants there, received 
by the ship on which we last year freighted sundry stores, they 
acknowledge in very obliging terms. As they have represented the 
great importance of their being furnished with cofFree slaves and as 
the person with whom we last year contracted for 500 has not been 
able to fulfil his engagements by his having been prevented through 
unavoidable accidents touching at the several ports he intended, we 
on the 4th October (1763) purchased 78 men women and children. 
As the most certain way of further supplying the Port Marlbo- 
rough wants we deteimiined on the 5th January to freight a ship 
and send her to the coast of Africa and Madagascar with a proper 
assortment of goods for the purchase of slaves, our cruisers being 
very improper vessels for this purpose, as they cannot with any 
convenience accommodate any number. We likewise issued 
public notice that we would purchase any slaves wliich miglit offer 
upon the island and required all persons who might liave any 
vessels to let to freight to deliver in their proposals. In consequcoice 
of this the owner of the Neptune galley tendered her for this 
service at the rate of Es. 2500 a month and Rs, 3000 a 
year privilege to the commander and officers, he to be at all 
charges of wages, provision, wear and tear of the vessel, wdiich, as 
no other offers wmre made us, we accepted after her being sur- 
,veyed by the Master Attendant and Master Builder. She is 
fitting out accordingly for the voyage, having procured a proper 
assortment of goods from Surat to put on boai^l of her and wo 
hope will fully answer our intentions,' The boats the President 
and Council desired to be built for them last year are now ready 
and will shortly proceed, when such further* assistance as may be 
in our power will be afforded tbem.^ 


Court to Bombay, 22nd March 1765 : We approve of the 
step you have taken for procuring slaves on Madagascar and the 


^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 4tli Oet. 1763, Pub. Diary 41 of 17G3, 615. 

2 Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 11 of 1764, 26-27. Bom. Gov. Consultation of 
21st Feb. 1764, Pub. Diary 42 of 1764, 128. 
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coast of Africa for Bencooleii where- they are much wanted.^ 

Court to Bombay, 12th March 1766 : With regard to the slaves you 
sent to Bencooleii, we are sorry to observe they were invoiced so 
high as 150 dollars each. As that Presidency has a sufficient 
suppljT' for the present, yon, are to send no more thither without our 
express leave. ^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, Sdth September 1766 : There 
being a number of coffree slaves lately arrived, the custom mawSter 
is ordered to purchase the women on the most reasonable terms he 
can to be sent to Fort Marlborough on the Roijal Admiral s^greeB^hle 
to the I'equest of the President and Council there.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th October 1 767 : The 
Bombay custom master reports that he has purchased 38 coffree 
women for Fort Marlboi'ough, amounting to Rs. 2155.^ 

Court to Bombay, 22nd March 1765 : The method you have 
fallen upon for training up slaves as caulkers to go to Bencoolen, 
meets with our approbation.^ We think it may be carried still 
further by having always a number in the yard at Bombay, as we 
understand the Superintendent is often in great want of them and 
in such case is obliged for that purpose to take away the Mazgaon 
coolies from our covenant servants who are employed by them as 
cooks and servants and often times very inconvenient to them 
particularly the younger servants. This will be remedied by the 
above regulation which we recommend to you to put in practice.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 24th February 1767 : Taking 
into consideration that part of the Honourable Company’s commands 
of the 22nd March 1765 relative to the purchase of slaves to breed up 
as caulkers ill the marine yard instead of the Mdzgaon boys, the 
Collector is ordered not to send any more of those boys into the 
marine yard, but to camse them to be bred up as cooks and servants 
in the maimer formerly practised. And that the marine service may 
not be distressed by this regulation, a sufficient number of boys 
must be purchased by the custom master when any slaving vessels 
arrive, to be bred up as caulkers agreeable to the Honourable 
Compan)^’s recommendation.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th June 1764: Mr. Edward 
Chandler making a tender, by letter, of 14 stout coffree slaves at 


^ Court to Bombay 22nd March 1765 para 29, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 7 of 
1765-1768, 10. . 

® Court to Bombay 12th March 1766 para 35, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 7 of 1765- 
1768, 121. 

4 Bom. Gov. Consultation 30th Sept. 1766, Pub. Diary 47 of 1766, 693. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 20th Oct. 1767, Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 570. 

^ In their letter to Court 4th ISTov. 1763 para 12, the Bombay Government write : We 
shall afford every assistance in our power to bring the settlement of Fort Marlborough 
to the perfection you wish, for which purpose we have purchased a number of coffree 
slaves whom we are training up as carpenters caulkers smiths and coopers, and shall 
send them thither as opportunities o&r.' Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 10 of 
1763, 153. « Pub. Dep. Court’s Letter's Vol. 7 of 1765 - 1768, 18. 

• Bom. Gov. Consultation 24th Feb. 1767, Pub. Diary 48 of 1767, 151. 
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Es. 150 each, ordered they be inspected by the surgeons and shonld 
they prove free of any defect, it is agreed to accept them.-^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th May 1765 : The agents 
to the captors of Fort Augustus and Raree having made a tender 
of 25 coffree slaves belonging to the captors, it is agreed to 
purchase them on the Honourable Company's account and the 
land paymaster is therefore ordered to settle their price with the 
captors on the best terms he may be ahle.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 1st November 1768 : The 
marine paymaster and superinteildent representing that they 
cannot procure a sufficient number of coSree slaves for the use of 
the marine yard, they are ordered to agree with the owners of any 
vessels bound to Maskat or the coast of Africa for whatever 
number they may want on the best terms they can.^ 

Bombay Government Oonsoltation, 21st January 1771: Public 
notices must immediately be issued for any persons desirous of 
furnishings the Honourable Company with 800 slaves to be delivered 
at Port Marlborough, namely half males and half females, not 
younger than twelve nor older than twenty-five years; and such 
only as shall be landed alive to be paid for; to deliver in their 
proposals by the 8th of next month (February 1771) at furthest.^ 

Letter from Mr. John Watson to the President and Governor of 
Bombay, 1st February 1771 : Conformable to your publication for 
proposals to furnish slaves to be delivered at Port Marlborough, I will 
enter into a contract to furnish them on the following terras : (1) To 
be paid 110 Spanish dollars a head for every slave delivered at 
Port Marlborough between the age of 15 and 30, half of them 
males and half females or nearly so ; (2) 300 to be delivered there 
in one year from this date and the remaining 500 to be delivered 
within two years from this date; (3) Es 15,000 to be advanced on 
signing the contract.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th Februaiy 1771 : Eeper- 
used the proposals delivered in by Mr. Watson for supplying Fort 
Marlborough with slaves. As this is the only offer made us in 
consequence of our publication and as they represent their great 
want of slaves and it also appearing these proposals are reasonable 
it is agreed the same be accepted.® 

Court to Bombay, 1st April 1772 : The contract you have entered 
into with Mr. Watson for supplying Port Marlborough with 800 
slaves, meets with our approbation except the stipulation t!i at 
there should be an equal number of both sexes. We therefore 
recommend it to you to procure the number that shall not have 


^ Bom, Gov, Consultation 26tli June 1764, Pul), Biarj 42 of 1764, 38L 
3 Bora. Gov. Consultation 7tli May 1766, Pul). Diary 44 of 1765, 292. 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation IstlSToy. 1768, Pul). Diary 51 of 1768, 586. 

^ Bom. Gov. ConsultatioH 21st Jam 1771, Pub. Diary 67 of 1771, 65. 

® Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, 111. 

** Bora, Gov. Consultations 16th and iStli Feb. 1771, Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, 115. 
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been delivered when you receive this letter in the proportion of two 
males to one female.^ 

Court to Bombay^ 5th July 1780 : Having given direction to our 
servants on the west coast of Sumatra bo send to Bombay on the 
Snow Mimbethy a number of coffrees which were unnecessary at 
the beforementioned settlement^ we direct that the said coffrees be 
employed under your Presidency either in your military or marine 
in such manner as you shall judge will best promote the Company’s 
interest. The snow likewise is to be detained for the services of 
your marine.^ 

A population return of 1780 shows that of a total of 47,170 
people 431 were slaves. Of these slaves, 189 were in the Bombay 
district and 242 in the Mahim district, the population of these 
two districts being 33,444 in Bombay and 13,726 in M^him.^ 
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^ Cotirt to Bombay 1st April 1772, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 9 of 1772-1777, 45. 
^ Court to Bombay Sth July 1780 para. 27, Pub. Dep. Court's Letters Vol. 10 of 
1778 - 1783, 231-232. s Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 567 - 570. 
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CHAPTER I V. 

FORTIFICATIONS AND BUILDINGS. 

Section I.*-»Fortifications- 

Of the fortifications of Bombay in 1664^ when the Portuguese allowed 
Mr. Cooke and his men to land on the island^ Baldseus says : The 
harbour of Bombay is furnished with a capital castle that can protect 
the anehoraged Fryer (New Account^ 63) has left the following 
description written in December 1673: At first landing Cooke and 
his men found a pretty ^vell seated but ill fortified house^ four brass 
guns being the whole defence of the island except a few chambers 
(or short eariiageless cannon) housed in small towers in convenient 
places to scour the Malabar pirates. About the house or castle in 
Bombay was a delicate garden said to be the pleasantest in India, 
Before Fryer reached Bombay (December 1672) tbe shady walks 
of this garden had been opened to the sun and loaded with cannon^ the 
bowers had been turned to ramparts, the trees rooted out, and 
masonry walls had taken the place of garden fences. These changes 
were the result of an order of the Court dated 1668 that the castle 
should be enlarged and strengthened.^ They \vere chiefly carried out 
by Mr. Philip Gyfford (1667 - 1670) whom Fryer (Ditto, 65) describes 
as raising and in a manner finishing the bastions, a work which 
was still but beginning by the rest. Between 1671 and 1673 Mr. 
Aungier so improved the fort that in the spring (February 20) of 1673 
finding Bombay fort as stark as the deil the Dutch retreated to their 
boats without any booty.'" 

In December 1673 within the fort were mounted 120 pieces of ordnance 
and in other stands 20 more, besides sixty field pieces in their carriages. 
To the fort belonged 300 .Englishmen and 400 Topasses or Portugal 
firemen, 500 well armed Militia under English leaders, 300 Ehand^ris 
with clubs and other weapons, and some thousands more that could not be 
relied on if matters came to a push. In December 1673 Fryer found a 
trench being dug out of the hard rock round the castle to moat it with the 
sea and horn works being devised, a work, in FryeFs opinion, too costly 
ever to be carried out by the Company and at the same time faulty 
since it should have extended to a tank without the parade. In another 
passage (New Account, 122) written two years later (1675) Fryer 
refers to certain unnecessary appendices to the fort being paUisadoes 
in mud so contrived that they were rather a means to take the fort 


^ Baldseiis’ Malabar and Coromandel Coast : Amsterdam, 1672, pa^e 68. ’ 

, , 2 jj^,226. , 

3 The Dutch commodore Kickloffe Van Goen besides the well manned fort had to 
face three English and five allied French men-of»war. He withdrew and planned a 
descent on Mathim but Aungier marched to Mahim and lining the shore with his 
Bhand^ris and other troops seemed too formidable to be meddled with, Orine^s 
Fragments ; Anderson’s English in IVestern India, 59, 
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than to defend it, which afterwards Avere all washed away by the 
rains.^ 

The earliest detected reference to the fortifications in the Bombay 
Eeeords, is in a Surat letter to Bombay of the 6th April 1672. In this 
letter the Council write : W^e were at first dissatisfied in your beginning 
to build the trench about the fort in regard of the great charge it will 
put the Company unto and the hindrance it will set in the way of other 
necessary works. We would therefore have you desist from going on 
with the trench until the President's coming down. The front curtain 
we judged what you write to have been defensible enough against 
the enemy. Therefore seeing that we are at peace with all and have 
no reason to fear Shivaji, we would have you desist from raising it at 
present till the more necessary works are finished.^ 

A fortnight later, apparently in reply to a Bombay letter expressing 
satisfaction at the advance made towards completing the fort, the 
Surat Council write (23rd April 1672) : What you advise concerning 
the trench gives us satisfaction ; we agree with you in hoping the 
President at his arrival will approve of what you have done therein. 
We are glad to hear that the front curtain and north-east bastion is 
in such a forwardness, and hopie the next monsoon will go very near to 
complete the fort.*^ 

In 1672-73 the President and Council of Surat informed the Court 
that Mr. Aungier had gone to Bombay in May 1672, where his 
experience and authority were employed in putting that island into a 
state of defence against any attack which might be meditated by the 
Dutch or any other enemy ; that he had strengthened the fortifications 
and by strict discipline prepared the troops for action ; that the inhabit- 
ants were formed into a militia to act with the garrison; that the 
fortifications as originally designed by Captain Smith were upon too 
narrow a scale for the defence of the island.^ 

In 1674-75 in the island of Bombay the enlargement of the fortifi- 
cations had been postponed from the want of money to defray the 
charges and from the detection and punishment of a dangerous mutiny 
in Captain Shaxton^s company of infantry.^ 

In the following year, 1676, the Bombay Government being 
apprehensive of danger from the Portuguese, the Surat Council permit 


^ The improTements after IG/l were mainly due to Mr, Herman Bake who appeared 
in Surat and offered his services for the surveying of the Bombay fortifications. The 
Burnt Council accepted his offer, Bake agreeing to content himself with a subsistence 
allowance till the Court of Directors fixed his salary. Bake succeeded two military 
officers, Captains Tolderey and Smith, Tvho in 1669-70 had been entrusted with the 
duties as the Court were afraid to appoint professional engineers because they would 
require large salaries and would lead theix Einployers into costly speculations. Bruce’s 
Annals, 11.254-255. 

- Burat Fact. Out. Letter Book 1 of 1630- 1673, 248. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 59. 

3 Surat to Bombay 23rd April 1672, Sui-at Fact. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630- 1673, 257- 
Forrest’s Home Series, I i 62. 

•"Bruce, II. 317 -3lk In this year (1673, Jan. 12 - SO) the French traveller Dellon 
(Bom. Br. R, A. S. Jour. XVII. Pt. II. 54) describes the Castle as a veiy fine fort in 
which the English President commonly keeps residence. ^ Bruce, II. 367. 
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them to build a breast-work at M^him. The Surat letter of 7th 
April says: We have already given you our directions which we 
again confirm that seeing the monsoon is so far spent^ we cannot think 
of building any fort or bulwarks at Mahim ; yet if you are anyways 
apprehensive of danger from the Portuguese or others you may build 
a strong breast-work of toddy trees and dirt which will be of sufficient 
force to withstand all their attempts.^ 

During the next seven, months the progress with these works of 
defence seems to have been somewhat slow. On the 44E N ovember 1676 
the Surat Council write to Bombay : For the advance of the 
Company's interest and the general gain of the island we think good 
to recommend you to hasten the bastion so fast as you can. We 
are ashamed that work should lie so long on hand. That it may be 
finished with all speedy except you have some work to do to the 
hospital^, we would have you lay aside all work till the bastion be done.^ 

About this time (1676) Colonel Bake^ who had been engineer in 
charge of the fortification works^ returned from England to Bombay and 
went by land to Surat. On the 14th November 1676 the Surat 
Council write : By the Eoigh Colonel Herman Bake returns to his 
charge on the island. As the Honourable Company have been 
abundant kind to him we would have you be favourable and respectful 
unto him and in building the fort give him all possible help you can. He 
has desired us to defray his charge coming up hither by land. We 
have referred him for that and some other requests unto you, and would 
have you pay him what you judge reasonable though it would have been 
less charge had he come upon the ships. For your better government 
we here enclose copies of clauses of the Company's letter touching him 
and Doctor Wilson wherein you will find the Company have given the 
Colonel £100 salary and £50 gratuity. His diet-money we had some 
time in dispute. At length we determined that also should be allowed 
him with the proviso that, in case the Honourable Company shall not 
approve, he must make the charge good to the Company here.^ 

Within 2 1 months Colonel Bake died at Bombay. On the 26tb 
January 1677 the Surat Council write to Bombay: We are sorry 
for the death of Colonel Bake. We would now have the fortifications 
continued as they were in his absence by Mr. John Cooper.^ 

To meet the heavy fortification charges special taxes were found 
necessary. One form of this taxation was the imposition of an 
additional customs duty. A Bombay letter to the Court of 24th January 
1677 has the following : Captain Shaxton deceased, farmed the one 
per cent custom for the fortifications, in which he pretended to have 
received a considerable loss,® 


r Tact. Out. L. B. 2 of 3675-76, 108, Torrest’s Home Series, I. 94. 

2 Surat to Bomkay 4tk Ho v; 1676, Burat Tact. Oat. L. B. 2 of a 675-76, 240. 

ToiTest’s Home Series, 1. 108, ’ 

3 Surat to Bombay 14tb Hot. 1676, Surat Tact. Out. L. E. 2 of 1675-76, 251, 

^ Surat to Bombay, dated Swally Marine 26th Jau. 1677, Surat Tact. Out LB 
1677- 1700, 8. ■ ’ " 

s Bombay to Court 24tli Jan. 1677, Sec, Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 -1087, 18-14. 
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In reporting to the Court the progress of the fort the Bombay Gonneil 
on the 24th January 1677 write : We ax'e getting up our fourth and 
last and indeed our best bastion. It is very difficult being so far in 
the sea that we can work on the foundation only at new moon springs 
and then but two or three hours a day for four or five days. We 
have both sides pretty well up to high-water mark and next spring we 
hope to finish the foundation of all. After this we shall quickly run. 
it up. Then we want only finishing the ditch and a ravelin with the 
two horn works, if they shall be found necessary, which will make the 
fort one of the strongest in India.-*- 

On the 21st October 1677 the Bombay Government wrote to 
Surat : We are putting our foi‘t in the best posture of defence 
possible in case of any accident, fitting all our guns with shot and 
partridges, ready filling our granados, making 200 or 300 powder 
shots and stink pots, and getting all other necessaries in a readiness 
that we may not be taken unprovided.” 

In 1679-80 the Government of Bombay concluded that they could 
not promise that the revenues would improve while the island was so 
imminently exposed to the native powers. They thought it would not 
be prudent to discontinue the fortifications because the workmen who 
had received wages under this head, having no other subsistence, would 
necessarily leave the island and the cultivation of the land cease.^ 

In spite of this provision of arms and ammunition the fort seems to 
have been by no means completed. In a letter to Bombay on the 15th 
August 1683 the Court write : We would have you with all manner 
of thrift and good husbandry finish that bastion and trench which are 
not yet completed. We shall recommend it to our President and Council 
at Surat to order such ship or ships of ours that have been or shall be 
freighted to stay some time in the country to ride in Bombay road 
when they shall find the exigency of our affairs and your security to 
require it. Subsequently in their letter to Surat on the 7th April 1684 
the Court add : Care must be taken concerning the workmen employed 
in building or repairing that bastion.^* 

In this same letter to Surat of the 7th April 1684 the Court 
direct the transfer of guns to Bombay. They write : Any of our 
guns not in use in Surat may be sent to Bombay to be mounted as a 
further strength to our island.^ 

In 1685-86 the island of Bombay had not recovered from the effects of 
Captain Keigwin^s rebellion (1683-84) and measures for its improvement 
were rather on paper than in practice. The fortifications required repairs 
and additions and the garrison needed a supply of recruits to render it 
efficient that the island might become a centre for trade.^ 


^ Bombay to Court 2m Jan. 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 10. 

2 Bombay to Surat 21st Oct. 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 59. Forrest’s Home 
Series, 1. 139. , ' ^ Bruce, II. 444. ' 

■ ^ Pub. Bep. Courts Letters Vol. 1 of 1681 -1685, 55, 82. 

® Court to Surat 7tb April 1684, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. VoL 1 o! 1681- 1685, 86. 

® Bruce, II. 564. 
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Ttioiigli the fort at M;^him was of little use it was supposed the 
house there would make a good fort at a small cost. In 1686 on the 6th 
September, the Bombay Deputy Grovernor and Coiineil write to Sir 
John Gayer, General and President, Surat : Since we received your 
orders to place the Hunter frigate before Mahim to constrain all 
vessels to pay customs there, we have been round the islands Verrele 
(Warli) and Mahim, and do find an absolute necessity for the building 
up of some forts or watch-houses that are fallen down and are af ailing. 
The fort at Mahim is not worth a doit and the house is afalling down. 
It is concluded by all of us, with the advice and assistance of Mr. 
John Butler, that the house at Mahim is well situated and will be 
cheaper made into a fort or garrison than it can be repaired as a house. 
We, would have had Mr. John Cooper^s advice on this point but he is 
very ill and hath been ill for some time. We have thought of going on 
with the said work and wdll find out a way to defray the charge of 
it. We hope your Excellency will come and settle matters yourself. 
Till your coming we take all the care we can to secure the island and 
will spend no more money in doing of it than needs must. The Iluntev 
is gone to her berth before Mahim with orders to enforce the customs. 

The Deputy Governor Sir John Wyboriie has sent Lieutenant 
Jacob Barbor to command at Mahim, judging it a command too big 
for a Serjeant, and a trust too great for any under the degree of a 
commission officer and he a sober responsible man.-^ 

At the close of the same year (1686) the Bombay Government 
communicated to the Court the results of several surveys made on the 
island since Sir John Wybome assumed the government of Bombay. 
In a letter, the 29th December 1686, they write: Since Sir John 
Wyborne^s arrival to the Government wm have with great care and 
diligence made several surveys about the island. We find many things 
highly necessary to be done, and principally that some forts and out- 
works must be built before we can give any repulse to an enemy^s 
landing upon us. The draining of batty ground will be of advantage 
when effected but the charge of it will not in many years be defrayed. 
The main thing to carry on what we here mention, is treasure. At 
present we have little more than will pay the cost of the garrison 
charges. And to draw on Surat factory, we are highly sensible, will 
not at present accommodate ns. That the principal bastion and curtain 
are still unfinished is really a pity. The reason your Honours well 
know, which does not only hinder that good intent of building barracks 
in the fort, but the effecting many other defigns laid down by vour 
Honours.^ 

The following Bombay orders from the General Sir John Gayer and 
Council to officers in charge of M^Hm and Sion forts in 1694-95 
show that these forts were placed under ensigns and serjeants. In 


5 Bombay to Surat 6th Sept. 1086, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 16. Forrest^s 
Home Series,!. 145-146, 

2 Bombay to Court 29th Dec. 1686, See, but. L. B. 4 of 1677 ■ 1687, 40 - 48. Forrest’s 
Home Series, 1. 148. 
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1694 an order^ dated the 2iid August, directs Lieut. James Haumer to 
repair to Mahim and receive charge of the fort from Ensign Caddie. 
In 1695, the 17th January, an order directs Ensign William Shaw to 
repair to Mdhira and receive charge of the fort there from Mr. 
William Aislabie and follow such directions as Mr. Aislabie had. In 
the same year Government issued similar orders : One dated 14th 
January directing Serjeant Roeke to repair to Sion to receive charge 
of that fort from Serjeant Shaw and to follow such orders as Serjeant 
Shaw had. And the other dated 8th February directing Serjeant 
William Swan to repair to Sion to receive charge of that post from 
Serjeant George Rocke and follow such orders as Serjeant Eocke had,-^ 

Towards the close of the 17th century the necessity of erecting a 
strong fort at M^him occupied the attention of Government. But, 
in consequence of the troubles at Surat, Sir J ohn Gayer had to leave 
Bombay for Surat and the Deputy Governor Mr. J. Burniston and 
Council at Bombay had therefore to forward the Mahim fort scheme 
to Surat. In 1700, the 28th November, the Bombay letter says : 
Herewith we remit what letters we have Mtherto received in your 
Excellency's absence, as likewise Captain Staeey^s opinion' of the fort 
at Mahim, with a scheme and calculation of what the charges may 
amount to.^ 

After waiting for a month, on the 28th December the Bombay 
Council again write to Surat : When your Excellency shall think fit 
to send your orders for Mdhim fort, a due respect and regard shall be 
had thereto.^ 

Between December 1700 and August 1701 orders on the Mdhim fort 
scheme were received and the work was begun. On the 2nd August 
1701 the Bombay Government issue the following order to Lieute- 
nant Shaw at Mdhim: By the bearer hereof Mr. Chr. Boone we 
send you Xeraphins 200 (about Rs. 145) to defray charges on account 
of the designed new fort. You must keep an exact account how, when, 
and to whom you dispose thereof. You must also send for half the 
Gentu and other soldiers (Europeans and Topasses excepted) from 
Warli and other places under your direction to bring stones and other 
materials for the use of the said designed fort. On Monday next 
we design to send you from hence half of our Gentu and other soldiers 
from Mdzgaon for the same intent ; and also two stone cutters. The 
two boats you are to keep constantly employed. Notwithstanding 
the lasears are down here, we suppose some of the forementioned 
soldiers can carry the stones from Darvye (Dhd.ravi) to Mahim and 
back again as well as lasears.^ 

On the 8th August 1701 Government issue the following orders to 
Lieutenant Shaw: Herewitli comes a list of the Gentu soldiers we 
send from hence to work upon the designed new fort. All of them you 
are to keep constantly employed. As soon as the rains are over, they 


^ Sec. Ont. L. B. 5 of 1694-169S, 6, 30, 31, 34. «Sec. Out, L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 3. 
® Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 12. 

^ Bom. Gov. Order to Lt, Shaw, 2nd Aug. 1701, Sec. Out. L, B, 7 of 1699-1703,68. 
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slmll settle with you. You must allow them half a m a??/ hhdng 
five tobacco every month.-*- 

To procure materials for the new fort at Maliim, on the 26th August 
Lieutenant Shaw received the following orders; Let your people 
begin to pull down all the old warehouses belonging to the Eight 
Honourable Company at M^him except that of which you spoke to 
Captain Stacey ; let this stand till we order the contrary.^ 

The 1701 records contain orders for the transfer of officers and men 
from one fort to another, issued under the signatures of the Deputy 
Governor and the members of Council or that of the Secretary by 
order. An order to Lieutenant William Shaw dated 3rd July runs : 
The bearers hereof, a Serjeant, six English and six Topass soldiers, 
we send to reside in Warli Fort. If you think any of your men are 
more fit for that charge than some of these, you are to excliauge so 
many as you shall judge necessary. That being done, send them away 
to Warli forthwith with the best instructions you can give them for 
the better defence of the place. For your own better government 
that garrison is to be under your direction and you are upon all 
occasions to give them the necessary orders sending us advices 
thereof.'^ 

A Government order dated the 11th August shows that Captain 
Miehell George was in charge of the Dongri Fort. Owing to ill health 
he was directed to make over charge to Ensign William Shepherd.'^' 

On the 23rd October the following order was issued to Ensign William 
Shepherd ; On receipt hereof deliver up the charge of Dongri Fort 
to Serjeant Jacob Barlow whom we have ordered to take possession 
thereof, and do you forthwith return to Bombay Castle to do duty as 
formerly.^* 

The same day Serjeant Samuel Sellers received the following order ; 
On 3’eeeipt hereof repair to Mazgaon and take charge of the fort there 
from Serjeant Jacob Barlow, who on delivery of our orders herewith 
given you for him will put you in possession of Mazgaon Fort.^ 

The fortifications at Mahim, begun about the close of 1700^ continued 
in ]U'ogress during the next two years. Besides at Mahim, about the 
middle of the same year 1702, Government ordered a small fort to 
be erected at Sion and the breach caused in the Warli Port by the 
early heavy monsoon to be built upJ 

On the 2nd June 1702 the Deputy Governor writes to Lieutenant 
Shaw ; "We take notice of the accident you write is befallen the jfiat- 
form boats. We arc glad it proved no worse. As the lascars have 
been excused all, the' summer from the wmk by ' reason of their 
voyaging to and fro, "we think it very reasonable that during 


^ Out. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 70. ^ pec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1G99-1702, 75. 

Sec. Out. L, B. 7 of 1699-1702, 63-64, Sec, Out. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 71. 

^ Sec. Out. L. ;B, 7 of 3699-1702, 100. « Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 99. 

Out h, B. 7 o£l699-1702, 137,151,164, 169, 171, 375, 177,181-183, 192, 393, 
200, 207, 210. The clnef puyiuents were 800 X(!raphins ou the 14th of Foh., 500 on 
the loth of 500 ontlie tSth of May, 500 on the 2ikI of .Tune, 500 on the 1st of Aug., 
500 on the 12th of Sept., 500 on the 31st of Oct., and loOO on the 1st of Dec. 
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the rainy season they do now assist at the work. As to the Kulambis^ 
we cannot reasonably expect they should come to the work it now 
being* the time for them to sow their lands. 

On June 26th he writes: The General and Council (at Surat) 
having ordered us to finish the Ma him Fort with all possible speedy 
we desire that 3^011 will take care that no time be lost or misspent. 
To that end we ivould have you forthwdth entertain such and as 
many people as you think may be necessary for its more speedy erecting. 
We have ordered the Bombay chunam maker here to make cJmriam 
for us as fast as he caii^ the which shall be sent you as you want it. 
We have like wise ordered Mr. Ward to send his boat and iasears when 
he has no urgent occasion for them for the use of the yacht; to assist 
in towing np the stone boats or in wdiatsoeyer else there is occasion 
for them. We have sent up Dordb Nanabhdi and Putlaji Scrivan to 
assist in keeping* the people to their work.^ 

On Jiil}^ 10th he writes : We would have you entertain as soon 
as yon can 200 sepoys more. For the present let tliern be listed under 
the subhedars of Maliim and Warli^ half in one and half in the other 
company. The ISth instant we shall send np the engineer to Sion to 
direct the erection of a small work there. Therefore till that day and 
no longer, yon must employ the Sion sepoys at Mahim.^ 

On July 15th he adds : Till the work at, Sion is finished the 
Deputy Governor and Ooimcil would have you not call the Kulambis 
of that place and the villages adjacent to their wonted service at 
Mahim so that they may afford it to the works at Si on ; you must 
order Mr. Duren to give his utmost assistance for the more speedy 
and well erecting of it.^ 

On August 1st he writes: The General and Council at Surat 
having directed the breach in the Warli Fort to be repaired, you must 
order the subheddr and sepoys belonging to that place to repair it 
On Monday or Tuesday we will order Mr. Duren to supervise them. 
Meanwhile let them be clearing the stones from the rubbish and 
getting together what quantity of stones they can,^ *. 

What c/mnani we have ready here_, which we suppose is about 25 
hhanclisy is ordered to be sent to you as soon as possible. The rainy 
weather has hitherto prevented more being made because the pits could 
not be kept clear of water. When the weather begins to be somewhat 
fair, more shall be got ready here as fast as we can. We would have 
you give the like order to the chunam-makers at Dhardvi.^ 

The 3rd August he continues: On receipt hereof you must order 
the subhedar and sepoys at Warli to build up the breach in the fort 
as soon as they possibly can, and in such manner as they think will 
be most defensible. It must be built with stones only_, without 
chunam. The Deputy Governor and Council apprehending there is 
no occasion to send the engineer up to direct them, we omit it.*^ 


I Sec. Out. L. B, 7 of 1699-1702, 169. s gee. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699- 1702, 174. 

s Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 175. ^ Sec. Out, L. B. 7 of 1099 - 1702, 177. 

Sec. Out. L, B. 7 of 1G99- 1702, 181. « Sec. Out. B. B. 7 of 1699- 1702, ISU 

^ 7 Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699 - 1702, 182, 
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August 5tli : We have ordered Santapa to furnis]i tliA ^ 

«» mS. “pita 

» s “ ‘r 

For the more speedy supplying you therewith, we have ordJredfhe 
bins to be covered, so that the people mav d-iiWi-no^! oi^leied the 
the weather be dry or rainy. The slJ von some whether 

to be done at Dh^rdvi. In oJder thereto if vou Nav! 
any old timber that will serve to build borrow 

would have you supply the owners of the Idlns with tSibe^aS ”? 
the kilns to be covered, so that the people mav mnhf A “ • 

with the utmost speed. We had rather the P chimam in them 

small charge to cover the kilns than ^ 

wo.rk should be retarded,^ chu7i(iin the 

The 12th September he writes: M'e wonder Hia w t 
have not mall this time made up the breach in that 
have not done it by Tuesday or Wpd-nAcdovr 

thought to order them to desist there Ind Srn to'thd 
occupations with jou.^ their former 

'Ihe General and Council at Surat write uq bv oivv, a 
veyanee to get on with the new work with all 
we desire you will see performed This 

r >•«" ‘ 

twenty who are to remain at M^arli to keep watS 

repair as fast as they can the breach thereof ^ ^ 

The 23rd November he writes* Tt vmi • 

to bring up to you chunam and sW you mu “h?e T* 
most useful.*' eu must Pire sueb as will be 

The 1704 Compilation of Standing Orders has tbp fpll • 

Under paragraph 32 of their letter of 12+h V ™ blowing entry : 

granted to Bombay a general liberty to fortify tSan^“ 

thing needful for its security.? ^ ^ JsJand, and do eveiy 

In connection with these fortifications it came to ih. p a 
C ourt of Directors that a practice evlol-A^f r i . notice of the 
percentages for the benefit of the perSn in eWo.°^ f deducting certain 
On the 24th of March wio^ the 

iMans permit the purser marine, the master of thp*^' 

olfacer, to deduct fi-om the wvorfanen oue wf o, 

wages ; for that is in consequence either takino- all 

our pockets or employing such as are not fit for oS ^ 

? ‘d.Z,SIT.bbif, ul 


‘ Seo. Out. L. B, 7 of 1099 - 1702 18« 
8ec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699- 1702,’ m 
&ec. Out. B, B. 7 of 1899 - 170^ iQ^t 


kh7,”'“»o702: IS;; 
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o£ all that money*. We will not allow any persons who pay onr money 
for garrison works or other disbursements to deduct any thing for 
their private advantage.-^ 

Fg 3 the building of the Town-wall^ which was completed in 1716^ 
the Court in 1710 allowed a special tax to be levied.^ 

It was hoped that the proceeds of the special town-wall tax together 
with contributions from the people would in a few years reimburse the 
Company for the great cost of the town wall. On this subject the 
Court writes on the 21st February 1717 : We take notice that you 
have the inhabitants^ assurance of raising fifty thousand Xeraphins 
towards the charge of the town wall. We also find that the mer- 
chants have taxed themselves to pay an additional duty of two per 
cent on all goods imported in boats or vessels, three-mast ships excepted. 
That the land-men will pay a tax sufiicieiit to complete one bastion 
to be raised in a term of years. That these contributions will in 
about fourteen years reimburse our charge, and the buildings ■will want 
no repairs in many years. W e recite these things to keep them in 
your and our own minds that we may yearly hear from you what is 
received thereupon towards this additional great charge.^ 

In the same letter, para 68, the Court add : Advise us likewise 
yearly what comes in of the moneys to be raised as the landed men^s 
tax on themselves to complete one bastion as mentioned in your para 
12 of the 7th January and towards the fifty thousand Xeraphins 
mentioned in your para 18 of the 26th September, if these two are 
separate contributions. This wq would suppose because in proportion 
to the whole seven one bastion will cost under three and twenty 
thousand Xeraphins, adding the curtain to it.^ 

During the following seven years (1717 - 1724^) the expense of raid- 
ing and repairing fortifications continued increasing till in the opinion 
of the Court it had swelled into an enormous sum. In consequence of 
this in 1724 the local authorities were forbidden beginning such works 
without the CourFs previous sanction. 

In their letter of the 25th March 1724 the Court write : For the 
future let no new buildings be begun till you receive our leave. Take 
care to send us with the survey a calculation of the charge. If at any 
time you are forced to make any repairs, don^t let them be set about till 
you have a report of what is proposed to be done and a particular 
account of the charge for your approbation and see that this report 
and your orders upon it are entered in your Consultation. Keep separate 
the accounts of each repairs and of each work done. When you settle the 
paymasters accounts enter in Consultation what they are and the cost 
that we may take cognizance of them here. Do not blend the general 

^ Court to Bombay 24tli March 1710 para 72, Comp, of Standing Ord. VoL 1 of 
1715-1721, 143..;, , , ■ ' , ; 

^ Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 145. An inscription removed from 
the Apollo Gateway about 1856 stated that the town wall was completed on the 
1st June 1716 wdien the Honourable Charles Boone Esq. was Governor. Bom, 
Quar. Beview, III, (1856), 34. 

^ Court to Bombay 21st Feb. 1717 para 63. Comp, of Standing Ord. V'ol 1 of 1715 - 
1721, 149. 

^ Court to Bombay 21st Feb, 1717 para 68. Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol I of 1716 - 
1721,150. 
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elin-Ti^cs tog’otlier. In lumped accounts we cannot form any thing of a 
judgirioiit' wliieli if reduced to particulars we might have done. To 
prevent any one in future diverting our cash designed for trade by 
laying it out in buildings, we add that if hereafter any new buildings 
be set al>out without our previous leave from hence, we shall expect 
llie President and Council to reimhnrse and repay into our cash what- 
ever is expoiided thereoB, and will do our utmost to recover it. We 
heve come to this resolution to prevent any more lavishing away 
our money in the manner we have for some time past so often 
eomplained of.^ 

In 172T (iSth Jan.) Joao cle Saldaiiha da Gama Viceroy of Goa 
writes to tlio -King of Portugal : The Castle of Bombay in the city 
has six inodeni bastions begun in 1716. Its artillery is not known, 
but it, is W(dl (lofendech The Viceroy also mentions forts at Dongri, 
iMazgaon, 8iw:ri, Sion, Mahim, Warli, and Butcher's Island.^ 

In 1728 the President, the Honourable Air. Phipps, ordered the Com- 
mittee of 8u.rve\"s to survey the bandar pier and report to Government. 
On the Hill November 1728 the Committee write : Having, in pursuance 
of your HonouPs order, .surveyed the bandar pier we beg leave to lay the 
following report thereof before your Honour. By the information 
we have from llfimji Purvoe wdio was at the building said pier we 
understand that there was not any foundation only what its own 
iveight formed nor regular cut stones except the butt end. This 
deficiency is the cause of its decay and present ill state. To the best 
of our judgment from what wm now perceive and what we have from 
information learnt it cannot stand any considerable time wdthout con- 
tinual charge of repairs wdiich of necessity must he great. Now in 
order perfectly to secure the present pier w^e do judge the strongest 
and. elieapest method is to ease it with regular cut stones, the two out- 
wnrd ones being well clamped and the w-hole work laid wdth lime. 
Sinking the foundation of the casing to a firm bottom will effectually 
secure the whole. A profile of the old and new work we herewith repre- 
sent to your Honour with its references. As to the additional length, if 
intended for the boats to be always floating and to serve as a landing 
place at all time of tides, it must be extended 500 feet/"* 

At their Consultation on the 27th April 1734 the Bombay Govern- 
ment appointed an overseer of the Company's works and a master 
of arms. The reasons for this appointment are thus stated: There 
being a want of a proper person to oversee the Company's wmrks as 
well as a master of arms and Mr. Archibald Campbell first Lieutenant 
of tlie F f incest Carolina galley, being an ingenious person and having 
a gcjod notion of architecture and other parts of the mathematies, is 
willing* to undertake those posts until we are supplied with another 
from our Honourable blasters, at the usual allowance and house rent, 
namely Us. 30 a month as clerk of the works and Rs. 40 .as inaster 
of arms,^ he is accordingly entertained as clerk of the works and 
master of arms at the aforesaid rates from 1st March 1734.'^ 

^ Court to Bombay 25th March 1724 paras 78, 79. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol 1 
00716-1721, 155. 

“ Arcduvo Portuguez Oriental Fas 6 Supplement Hew Goa, 1S7C, pa^’es 287 - 292. 

Pub. Diary 5 of 1727-28, 2X8. ' .. , "l>ub. Diary 7" of 1734, 93, 
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At a Consultation, tlie 4tli April 1737^ the President acquaints the 
Board that having with the officers of the military been round the 
town ill order to know its condition for defence they were unaniiiioiisly 
of opinion that should an enemy come against it, the town would be 
exposed to great hazard, through the number of coeoanut trees standing 
near the walls, among which great numbers of men might lodge and 
with little difficulty secure themBelves in such a manner as not to be 
annoyed by the guns from the town Avail, As Ave cannot be certain 
the enemy will not force a passage upon the island and attack the town, 
its safety ought to be provided for by cutting down all trees Avithin 
point-blank shot that is Avithin 120 yards of the wall and thinning 
them for such farther distance as shall be found necessary. A surA^ey 
made by the fazandars and the landholders and elders shows that about 
3200 trees may be cut down. This, for the reasons before mentioned, 
it is agreed , be forthwith done and that we take a proper o|>portunity 
to proportion the loss.-®- 

Four days later, at a Consultation, the 8th April, the President 
acquaints the Board that it had been often represented to him that the 
parapets round the town Avail not being aboA^e 16 or 17 inches thick, 
Avould be easily beat in, should the toAvn be attacked. In such a ease 
our people would not be able to keep their posts on the Avails especially 
on the more exposed part facing the hill of Dongri. The ramparts of 
the curtains are likeAvise so very narrow that a single man cannot 
conveniently walk on them. He therefore proposes to remedy these 
inconveniences by driving coeoanut trees into the ground at a suitable 
distance within the wall, and filling the space Avith earth, wliich method 
Avill be less expensive than any other. The Board being unanimously 
of opinion that 1jhe same is absolutely necessary and ought not to be 
delayed, it is agreed that the Avork be set about as soon as possible. 
And it is directed that the charges be carried to the head of building 
the toAvn a\u11, to be cleared by the gi’owing duty collected on that 
account.^ 

At a Consultation, the 3rd May 1737, the President acquaints the 
Board that on viewing the several outforts Avith some of the 
military officers, he Avas shoAvn a place in the river that parts this 
island from Salsette lying between Sion and SiAAui at present entirely 
defenceless, opposite Avhereto the water is so shoal that an enemy 
can ford OA'Cr Avith ease. For the protection of this ford it had been 
proposed at a cost of about Es. 2000 to raise a small fortification 
capable of being defended by 12 or 15 men. This matter he now 
reeonimeiids to the consideration of the Board, The work appearing so 
necessary for the safety of the island it is unanimously agreed 
that the same be set about as soon as the necessary materials can be 
got ill readiness. It has already lieen observed that several fordable 
places in the river betAveen this island and Salsette are not commanded 
by any of our fortifications or batteries. Further that their deep 
draught prei^ents any of our vessels being brought near enough to 


^ Bom. Gov. OoiisultatioB. 4tli April 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 84. Forrest's 
Home Series, 11. 70. 

2 Bom. Gov, Consultation 8tb April 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736^37, 03. 
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those { 3 asses to defend tliem. The safety of our island is thought 
greatly to depend upon the preventing an enemy's landing. For if 
they once landed we should find it as difficult to remove them as onr 
neighbours (the Portuguese) now do. And^ though we would not put 
our Honourable Masters to any expense which we could possibly 
avoid, yet we think it a duty incumbent on us to provide for the safety 
of the island in the best inanuer we can. This we can never think 
secure while we have an enemy so near us and passes out of reach 
of our forfciii cations left unguarded. It is now to be considered 
whetlier for this service we shall raise batteries or build flat-bottomed 
boats to mount six or eight guns each. As the President acquaints 
the Board he has been assured that flat-bottomed boa.ts would not 
only be more serviceable but cheaper_, it is agreed that three such 
boats bo built in the cheapest manner and with what expedition pos- 
sible. A further indiicemeiit for this resolution is that should affairs 
talvo a more favourable turn than we can expect and the Marathfis 
be drove from Sdlsette we can employ the boats or otherwise dispose 
of them in order to lessen the expense to our Honourable Masters^ 
whereas the charge of raising fortifications would be actually sunk.^ 

Towards the close of the same year, 1737, it was reported that the 
Marathds were intending to attack Bombay, On inspecting the gar- 
risons of the outforts and taking a view of the passes, it was noticed 
that from Siwri to Mazgaon the river was defenceless, only two boats 
crnizing between these two places. As a measure of greater safety 
it was resolved to fit up ten small galivats. At a Consultation, the 
1st September', the President acquaints the Board that having on 
the report mentioned in our last Consultation, been with Mr, Cockell 
the engineer and some of the officers of the military to inspect the 
garrisons of the outforts and take a view of the passes, it was by 
them unanimously thought that they were not in a proper posture 
of defence against such a number of men as it is reported are 
designed against us. This I'eport has not been contradicted and the 
number of men at Thdna has been greatly increased and other 
preparations made there since the news reached ns. There is, 
therefore, sufficient reason to believe the Mardtha intention is 
to attack this island. From Siwri to Mazgaon the river is almost 
defenceless, having only two boats cruizing between those places. 
And as cruizing galivats are more proper for the defence of that 
part of the river than shore fortifications we think ourselves under 
an absolute necessity to put our Honourable Masters to the expense 
of fitting out ten small galivats for the defence of that part of our 
river. ^ This it is directed he done with all possible expedition and 
frugality.^ 

At the same Consnltation (1st September 1737), it is also recorded 
that, as was proved vthen (1720) the Portuguese landed in Mahim 
bay and burnt the village of Warli, the bay between Warli and Mahim 
is not defended by either of those forts. It is therefore thought 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 3rd May 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 111 - 113 
^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 1st Sept, 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 210. 
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necessaiy to secure the bay with three small palm-tree batteries. To' 
lessen the expense it is ordered that sundry fallen trees may be 
purchased for this service, what more are wanting being cut from the 
Company's barren or nearly barren palms.-^ 

The same Consultation further notices that a. great part of the 
mortarless pier run out towards the sea from the old custom house 
bastion of the town wall being tumbled down, the President acquaints 
the Board that he had ordered a calculate to be made of the expense 
of repairing it. But the engineer had represented to him that as the 
bay within the town wall on the north side of the fort was entirely 
open and not well commanded, a number of hostile boats might land 
there, and the enemy at once be in the town. Such an evil result 
might, at a cost little greater than the repair of the custom house pier, 
be prevented by raising a breast work and two small bastions from the 
custom house bastion to the fort along the said bay. It is accordingly 
resolved that the breast work and bastions be set about with all 
convenient expedition.^ 

The same Consultation further notices that there is also a pass 
opposite to DhJr^vi between Sion and Mahim where at low water the 
depth is not more than one foot. There is indeed a breast work over 
against the said pass but this is not judged a sufficient security. For 
should a small number of the enemy get over at any other place, they 
could easily drive our men from this breast work, there being nothing 
behind them for their security. As the keeping possession of such 
fortifications as command the passes, is of the highest importance, it is 
esteemed necessary to raise a small square work of stone. Considering 
the above the Board cannot but agree to the building of those works.^ 

In December 1737 one Riimji Parbhu offered to build a wall from 
Eewa to Sion. A Coiisultation of the 5th December has the following 
entry : Eamji Purvoe presents a proposal to the Board for building a 
wall to cost Es. 3000 along the sea side from the new fortification of 
Eewa to the battery at Sion. This wall R^mji ag'rees to make at 
his own charges provided we will contribute Es. 500 and give him the 
ground lying between the causeway already raised and the proposed 
wall, confirming the same to him and his heirs for ever. On 
consideration, it is observed that the raising such a wall will be a great 
sesiirity to the island as opposite thereto is a shallow pass. Further, as 
no one will undertake to cultivate the ground which is now useless, and 
as even after the wall is built some years must pass before the land 
produces anything, it is agreed that we let Eamji have the said piece 
of ground, on the wall being finished and on his engaging to keep it in 
repair for ever, and paying the Honourable Company a yearly 
acknowledgment of one rupee. Also that we allow him Es. 500 
towards completing the work.^ 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 1st Sept. 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of .1736-37, 210. 
2 Bom. Gov. Consultation Isb Sept. 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 211. 
®Bom. Gov. Consultation 1st Sept. 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 211. 
^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 5th Dec. 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 286. 
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The measures of defence resolved on during the previous year having 
been carried oat, attention was next directed, about the middle of 1738, 
to reduce the expense, in connection with the safety of the island. At 
a CouBidtation the 26th May, the President acquaints the Bom’d that 
the battery agreed to be raised at Pimurree (Pegambari) being now 
finished and the guns mounted therein, it is believed the several fordable 
passes between this island and Salsette are now in fair security. To 
reduce the present great expense, it is agreed that the Honourable 
Company^'s galivats which had been stationed in the river for the 
defence of the said passes be hauled up and the lascars discharged, 
keeping only one galivat afloat and two small boats which are 
absolutely necessary to patrol in the night.^ 

A year later (1739) the outposts were found sufliciently manned; 
but the great opening at the Breach was defenceless and required a 
fortilieation. At a Consultation the 1 0th April, the President desires 
Mr. Charles Kighy to acquaint the Board with the state of such out- 
posts and ]>arts of the island as he had been to view the preceding day. 
Mr, Bigby reports accordingly that the several posts appear to him 
sufliciently manned, but tloat some of the cannon were either of unfit 
sizes or inight be better mounted. Also that the great opening at the 
Breach was at present defenceless. Resolved that some fortification for 
the safety of that part of the island be considered as soon as possible.^ 

A week later at a Consultation the 16tli April, the questions of 
raising a fort at the Breach and of fortifying Dongri were considered. 
The result of the debate is thus recorded : The fortifying of Dongri 
being considered, it is observed tliat the defenceless condition of a post 
from which the eastle liad been so much annoyed in the Sidi war 
(1689-90), and was still liable to annoyance required a speedy determi- 
nation. It appearing essential to the safety of the town and castle 
that the Dongji post should be put into a state of defence, which will 
be the surer as in case of attack succours may be thrown in by water, 
the Board agreed that the same he set about without loss of time. 
].^\irther tha.t at an inconsiderable expense a redoubt be raised at tlie 
Breach to defend that opening.^ 

A sniTcy nuule tlie same month (April 1739) showed the necessity 
of a ditch round the town wall The debate on this subject at a 
(consultation tiie 1st May is thus recorded: The President lays before 
the Board tlie necessity of making some immediate provision for 
fortifying und fuidlier seeuiing our town wall, which on a survey 
a]q)cars to be in a most defenceless condition. He observes that 
liowever strict the Honourable Company's orders appear against 


^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 26th May 1738, Pub. Diary 11 of 17S7-3S, P2S. 

"Bom. ilov. Consultation 10th April 1730, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-31), 122. 

^BoiiJ. Gov. Consultation 16th April 1739, Pub, Diary 12 of 1738-39, 128-129. 
Among 1688-90 details Bruce (Annals, IL 6*64-665 and III. 93 - 96) notices difficulties 
in coimectioii with the withdrawal of the Pidis from Bombay and adds : Bombay 
acted on tbe defensive and did not attack the Fidi’s iieet ; his ficet made several 
dcsoents on the island of Bombay, in winch they were repulsed by the Bnglisii troops. 
The Sidi'y tioet and army invaded Bombay and took possc.ssion of Mahim, Maztraon* 
and Sion, Tbe Governor and the garrison wtre besieged in the town and the Costae ' 
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entering on any expensive buildings^ tlie Courtis orders are on the 
other hand not less strong for omitting nothing towards the safety and 
preservation, of this their island. That for his part in the present 
visible state of the fortifications round the town_, he should ill discharge 
his duty if he pretended, to answer for the seeiu'ity of the place till 
some requisite additions be made to strengthen and secure the wall. 
Nothing occurs more fit for the purpose or more necessary than a 
ditch to be run round the town wall To estimate the expense it is 
proposed that a stated measure of ground be opened in a fitting place 
to the calculated depth and breadth^ and a report of its charge be made 
to estimate the whole by a mean. The Board agTeeing thereto^ it is 
resolved that considering the clanger of further delay^ no time be lost 
in testing the cost of the |)roposed ditch.^ 

About the close of June the same year (1739) the merchants came 
forward with a voluntary subscription to aid Government in fortifying 
the wall. They say : The great happiness we enjoy under the English 
Government in the perfect security of our property and in the free 
exercise of our respective ways of worship^ leads us to be very desirous 
of continuing the same advantages to our posterity. As the formidable 
power of the Mardthj^s has subdued the neighbouring country and as 
the invasion of this island is threatened^ we cannot avoid being anxious 
that such a defence may be secured as may tend to disappoint their 
evil designs. As we apprehend the town wall was intended as a 
security to the merchants admitted to the protection of this Governmentj 
for the erecting of which we have long contributed ; and as notwith- 
standing that we are apprized it is not yet in a condition to resist the 
neighbouring power, and seeing we have no other place to retreat to in 
case of an invasion, we humbly request that the said wall may be 
fortified with a cli tell and such other additions made to it as may on 
an emergency secure our effects and families. Towards defraying the 
expense of the same;, we the merchants residing in Bombay and whose 
names are hereunto subscribed, beg leave to propose that a duty of one 
per cent be laid and collected until the amount of thirty- thousand 
rupees be raised which is as much as we can offer, consideriug the 
present decay of trade and the want of substantial merchants.^ 

In laying this representation before the Council at a Consultation 
on the 29th June 1739, the President remarks : Our present situation 
admits of no longer delay in coming to some resolution for or against 
the carrying of a ditch round the town wall. The principal merchants 
of the place convinced of the necessity of putting the town in some 
better state of defence have subscribed the sum of thirty thousand 
rupees towards the expense of this work. This is as mtieh as can be 
expected from that body considering the low declined state of trade. 
And whereas, for the reasons set down in our Consultation of the 1st 
May last, a resolution passed the Council for testing the charge of 
completing the proposed ditch the failure of submitting such a 


Bom. Gov. Consultation 1st May 1739, Pub, Diary 12 of 1738-39, 158’ 159. 

- Bombay Merchants’ Representation to Government, June 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 
1738*39,248, 
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report is owing to the rains setting in^ and preventing digging to a 
competent depth. At the same time information is available for the 
calculation that admitting the ditch to be fifty feet broad and 
fourteen dee]), the charge will come out about eighty-five to ninety 
thousand rupees. It remains then to determine what is most expedient 
for the Honourable Company's interest. Our present insecurity from 
the weakness of the fortifications round the town, is fully set forth 
in our Consultations of the 1st and 10th May last. As the same is 
apparent and evident to every member of this Board, and as the security 
and preservation of the island, and the tranq^uillity and protection of 
the inhabitants ajre trusts essentially reposed in this Goveniment, 
since this addition of a ditch to the town wall appears the only means 
to strengthen our defence, the question is proposed to the members 
severally for their respective assents, and is carried in the affirmative] 
Mr. Gleekie only dissenting. The Consultation adds : As this Resolu- 
tion is of so great importance the following summary recapitulation 
of our reasons is submitted to our Honourable Masters for their judg- 
ment and satisfaction, that in this determination we are guided entirely 
by our duty and a regard to their interest and to the preservation of 
their estate entrusted to our care and management. However ex- 
press the Honourable Company's repeated injunctions may be against 
burying their money in expensive works on any pretext wliatever, 
when these orders are set against and compared with their repeated 
assurances of grudging no expense for the immediate defence and pre- 
servation of the island itself, since no sufficient dependence can be had 
on any promise, treaty, or assurance from or with the Marathds, our 
present situation is undeniably such as will warrant this only step 
we can think of for the attainment of any tolerable degree of security. 
In truth without the addition of a ditch, the town wall may be 
reckoned cf no use or significance to the purpose of defence, and con- 
sequently a neat loss to the Honourable Company. For the truth of 
this we need only appeal to the survey of its present untenable condi- 
tion more amply set forth in our Consultation of the 16th May last. 

Our inhabitants are giwn so apprehensive of the insecure posture 
of the place against the power of our eneroaehing neighbours, that it 
is highly necessaiy for the Government with all expedition to proeiire 
and provide for their security in ease of an invasion. Such security can 
in no wise be so elfectually obtained, as by fortifying the town itself 
for the greater assurance and encouragement of the inhabitants. The 
trading part of these inhabitants have voluntarily contributed the sum 
above declared, and in future no care shall be omitted to consider all 
fitting wiiys and means to lighten the burthen to our Honourable 
Masters. . 

As the calculate now furnished is as exactly taken as the nature of 
the subject would admit, the amount of the charge cannot but be 
esteemed by our Honourable Masters on a consideration of all cireum- 
stanees well applied towards securing so great a capital and interest 
as they have in this place and its dependencies. Nor do we see how 
we could justify the neglect of our duty in the maintenance of this 
great trust or hazard, the loss of the island, for fear of ineurring this 
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additional expense^ without which all the rest may be counted thrown 
away^ or in so dangerous a state as to deseiwe no reckoning on it as 
a property in stocky unless the lying at the Marathas-^ discretion can 
be esteemed any degree of trustworthy security. Agreed likewise that 
the most efBcacious methods be pitched upon for completing the ditch 
in as easy a manner to the inhabitants^ and working people, as can be 
devised.^ 

Mr. Geekie^s dissent from the above resolution regarding the ditch 
is thus recorded in the Government Diary of the 6th July 1739 : The 
following’ [are Mr, John Geekie^s reasons for dissenting from the 
resolution of the 29th June Consultation to set about out of hand the 
making a ditch round the town wall of Bombay. The Honourable 
Company's positive orders (in their last letter by ship Harrington) 
against any enormous expense of what kind soever, seem to me a good 
reason why w^e should not set about so chargeable a work, as no doubt 
this -will prove, without their previous commands concerning it, 
especially as farther I presume that it will be impossible to finish 
the ditch in time, so as to be of seiwice on the emergency, for which it 
is judged necessary to make this ditch. 

Again from the many wmrks already in hand, and the great 
complaint for want of people I presume that this new and heavy work 
can hardly be carried on wdthout force, or at least without causing great 
uneasiness to the labouring people. As our new neighbours are en- 
deavouring by all means to draw these men from us, it is not unlikely 
that any order for forced labour may contribute to the driving such 
of them away, as during the late troubles have taken shelter amongst 
us. The more so, as in the treaty with the Mara thus now on foot, 
one of the articles they insist ou, and to which we have consented, is 
that all recent immigrants who are willing shall have liberty to go back 
to their own country. For all these reasons I dissent from the said 
resolution of setting about the ditch for the present.^ 

The Board at their Consultation, the 6th July 1.739, observe ; The 
Board proceed to consider of the most proper method of raising the 
voluntary contribution of Es. 30,000 towards the said work of the 
ditch from the body of merchants as set forth in our Consultation of 
the 29th June, and the same being debated upon, we are unanimously 
of opinion that one per cent be levied additionally upon the trade 
which is subject to pay two per cent contribution to the town wall 
until the amount be cleared and the x^roceed of this new duty he carried 
to a head of contribution to the town ditch. And it is ordered that 
the custom master do collect and distinguish the same aecordingly,^ 

On the 6th July Government axDpomted Mr. Thomas Marsh pay- 
master of the town ditch. A fortnight later Mr. Marsh applies for 
palanquin Kolis regarding which matter the Bombay Diary of the 
20tli July has the following entry : Mr. Thomas Marsh appointed by 
Council of the 6th instant, paymaster of the town ditch, applying 



^ Bom. Got. Consultation 29tli June 1739, Pul). Biary 12 of 1738-39, 233 - 235, 
2 Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 261 - 262. ^ p^^b, Diary 12 of 1738-39, 257. 
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for palanquin Kolis in regard to the distance of the work and some 
eoiisideratioii for the extraordinary trouble attending this office, the 
Board thinks it reasonable to allow him some encouragement to a 
punctual discharge thereof^ and agrees to fix his appointment at E<s. 40 
a month and the pay of palanquin Ooolej^s (Kolis). Further whereas 
Jfr. Marsh’s assistaiit Mr. William Nicholls continues still to attend 
the warehouse, as well as this additional employ, in order to encourage 
liiin to do his duty punctually, the Board allows him Rs. 30 a month 
extraordinary. Tlie whole is declared chargeable to the account 
expenses oE the town ditehd 

The one percent duty referred to alx)?e was ordered to be levied 
from the 1st of August 1739 as appears from the following Govern- 
ment letter to Mr. William Sedgwicke, M ahim custom master, dated 
the 1 st November 1789 : The merchants having made a subscription of 
one per cent on their trade towards the ditch you are hereby ordered to 
collect tlie same from and after the 31st July last (1739) and to open 
a head on your IBooks for the amount thereof entitled ^ Contribution 
to the Town Ditch/" 

On the 13th November 1739 Government appointed the following 
sixt 3 ^-one European gentlemen to the several bastions as shown below 
Thomas Waters Esquire ; 2 Mr. Henry Bertie; 

3 Mr. Jno. Braiidimg;4 Mr. William Nicliolls ; 5 Captain Thomas 
Sfconeliam ; 6 Mr. Bohert Kisbitt ; 7 Mr. Edward Dunster ; 8 Captain 
Francis Atkins ; 0 John Antlioney. 

Royal Budioii and Fio'head , — 1 Thomas Stonestreet Esquire ; 

2 Mr. Francis Striidwicke ; 3 Mr. Thomas Marsh ; 4 Mr. Edward 
Owen ; o lh\ Bobert Bawdon ; 6 Pliillip Pascoli ; 7 Mr. Bobert Collson ; 

8 ]\rr. Cromelino ; 9 Mich. Bazor. 

(Jld Mdndd Badion BaUery * — 1 John Geekie Esquire; 2 Mr. Hugh 
Bidwell ; 3 l\Ir, Thomas Hodges ; 4 Mr. Pheasant Crisp ; 5 Mr. Laurence 
Sullivan ; 0 j^Ir. William Shwiveli : 7 Mr. Michel! Marshall ; 8 Mr. 
George Craig; 9 Hr. Bannieli Peters ; 10 Mr. John Nicholson; 11 Mr® 

,I<.)hii Himton ; 12 Mr. Anthony Brandon; 13 Mr. John Mannisee; 

14 Mr. Say. 

lUadhoroifgli B(idi(m.-~-l John Shorley Esquire; 2 Mr. James 
Bievvart; 3 Mr. Walter Bay; 4 Mr. George Scott; 5 Mr. Bichard 
Broughton; b JUi*. Bobert Baldrey. 

Stanhopp Bpfdioti.—l 1^1 r. Cleland; 2 Mr. John Sewell ; 3 Mr. Samuel 
Price; 4 i\Ir. George JeiiMnson; 5 Lewis Vendall; 6 Thomas Eudd. 

Clunvh BastiiVL-A lli\ OaoTge Dudley; 2 Mr. William Davis; 

3 'Mr. George Sadiier ; 4 Mr, Charles Manniiigham ; ;5 Henry Yenfieid ; 

C Richard Nowlaiid. 

Moors Badion.--! Mr. John Lambton ; 2 Mr. Jolin Burcliali ; 3 Mr. 
Alexander Douglass ; 4 Bobert Worth ; 5 William Taylor; 6 Air. 
Newnam. 


^ Boiu. Gov. I’oiisuUatioii 2()th July 1739, Pub, Diaiy 12 of i738”39, 279, 

- Boiij. Gov. Letter J st Nov. 1739 to the Mjthim Custom Master, Bee Out L B 8 
of 17^58-1711, ns, Out. L,B. 8 of 1/33.174}, no-m ‘ ‘ ' V 
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/Bmvian Bastion,--! Mr, George Percival ; 2 Mr. Hugh S^uiions; 

3 Mr. Pugh Wiliis ; 4 John Dicks ; 5 John Long. 

In 1741 the question of compensating the owners of the trees and 
grounds required for the fortifications came before Govenmiont. The 
following is the record of a Consultation of the 8th Ma}^ 1 711 : A number 
of cocoaiiut trees having been cut down by order of tlie President and 
Council, as appears in Consultation the 4th April 17;37, for clciiranee 
in part of the town and also round the fortification at Mahim, and 
others since at Bombay for foiming a proper space to carry on the 
rampart, and some batty grounds contiguous being taken into the ditch, 
the means by which restitution shall be made to tlie owners of such trees 
and grounds are considered. An aceonnt of the several claimants with 
the respective damage sustained according to the vercadores'^ valuation, 
is now presented to the Board. From this account it appears that, 
notwithstanding the sums there set down are considerably under- 
rated, the whole amounts to Rs. 2974-2-56. Were we to pay accord- 
iiigly, the persons would greatly suffer and therefore the Board are of 
opinion that it will te the most equitable method to assign an equivalent 
in trees and ground from those of our Honourable iMasters. To the 
end that this transfer be fairly adjusted and if possible to the satisfac- 
tion of all parties, the Board are of opinion that the overseer of the 
oarts with the assistance of Janoji, Ali Bawa Coat (Khot), Joseph 
de Cruz, Thomas de Silva, Ignatio de Silva, and Antonio de 
Azavedo, who are esteemed competent judges and honest men, be 
appointed to inspect and report the particular parcels of ground and 
number of trees proposed to be made over that the necessary orders 
for delivery may pass from this Board. And as by this expeclient we 
hope those concerned will be better pleased than by the receipt of any 
sum we could propose to pay them, as from observation we find that 
through their special knowledge the native possessors of oarts gene- 
rally make them produce more than those of our Honourable Blasters 
and as to make return in money only by the preraentioned estimation 
would afford matter of imeasiness and complaint, so we hope our 
Honourable Employers will acquiesce in this resolution, since ali things 
considered, we conceive this method to be truly most advantageous "to 
them. The necessary instriietions for Mi\ Sanders the present over- 
seer of the oarts to the f oregoing purport being* prepared are api)roved.-^ 

The following is the account referred to in the Consultation of the 
8th Biay : Account of eocoanut trees cut down by order of Governor 
Horne and Council as appears by the Consulta.tion of the 4th April 
1767 as also of such as liave been removed in order to form the difcli 
and in erecting the military topass houses within the town v'all, the whole 
taken and valued by the vereadores as appears by their respective reports 
now in the Portuguese seeretary^s oflice: Trees 623 ,* Ks. 2974-2-56. 
Besides tlio above demands Vitlialdas Kisidds had, in February 1 769, 
as appears by the Consultation, a share of the oar fc Collat assigned him 
belonging to the Ilononrable Company in lieu of 203 eocoanut trees 
cut down in liis cart called Meeluck and valued by tlie vereadores at 


i Bom. Gov. Conimltation Stk Hay ITBj Pub. Diary 14of 1740-11, 173 IM. 
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Es. 466 i. Ill the above account, according to a current practice of the 
vereadores, every good cocoaniit tree is valued at Es. 4, This rate had its 
rise when the Bank began to lend money on landed security. In reality 
the good trees are worth and mil commonly fetch double that sum. 
However as w-e, say the Boards return an equivalent in trees to the 
proprietors from the Company's oarts, they will not suffer by our 
under-rating.^ 

Mention is made above of the imposition in 1739 of a one per cent 
duty to meet the expense of making a ditch round the town wall 
The measure was reported to the Court of Directors whose opinion the 
Bombay Government received in 1741. Their diary of the Srd 
August contains the following note: Our IlonoiiraSle Masters in 
paragraph 101 intimate their opinion that the duty collected as a eon- 
tribution to the tmvn ditch ought to extend not only to the black 
merchants lait all otlicrs. A motion is made to come to some resolution 
in that particalai’, but the members not being prepared to enter on a 
discussion of the pointy it is referred to another day." 

On the 7th August 174d the Board resume : Our Honourable Masters 
in paragraph lUl of their last commands intimating that the one per 
cent contribution for defraying in part the charge of the town ditch 
sliould extend to all merchants, this matter \vas deferred at last meet- 
ing for further consideration. It is now resumed and though it is 
certain even at present the trade is considerably burthened, yet as it 
seems to be their pleasure and is designed for easing them of that 
heavy though necessary work, v;q believe it will be the more readily 
submitted to. Therefore it is directed that from and after this day an 
additional duty of one per cent be collected on all English private trade 
and 1)0 appropriated to the head of Clmrges digging the Town Diteh.'^ 

Consequent on the above resolution the following order to the custom 
masters of Bombay and Mahim w^as issued the same day, 7th August : 
The Honourable Company in their last commands having been pleased 
to intimate that the additional duty of one per cent should be levied 
on all trade in general towards disbursing the charge of the town ditch, 
you are hereby directed to see the same collected from this day 
foiivard on all English trade, and carried to the liead of Contributioii 
of the Town Diteh.^ 

At a Consultation, the 27 th November 1741, the President Mr. StejAen 
Ijaw'' lays before the Board instructions necessary for the better coii- 
ductin.g oE tl.\c w^ork of the towm ditch as well as for preventing* any 
fraud or imposition on the part of the Purvoes, subheddrs, and other 
supervisors. These being* read the Board unanimously approve thereof 
and direct that copies be delivered to the usual persons for tlieir strict 
observance,^ These instructions are given below. 


J Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 180, 182. 

2 Bom. Gov, Consultation Srd Aug, 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 203-294. 

Bom. Gov. Consultation 7th Aug. 1741, Pub, Diary 14 of 1740-41, 303 - 304. 

^ Bom. Gov. Order to the Bombay and Mahim Custom Masters, 7 th Ang. 1741. 
Sec. Out U B. S of 1738-1741. 

® Bom. Gov, Consultation 27th Kov. 1741, Pub, Diary 14 of 1740-41, 477. 
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Rules to be obseiTetl' lor the works eanyitig on at tlie.town .cliteli 
aiid Moody‘S s naaiiel}^ ' 

1. TliJit each subliedar attends his assigned business every inoraing 
early foi’ bringing the lalxnirei^s together and that so many sribheddrs, as 
also masons stone-cutters and Purvoes, be employed in the most likely manner 
to answer the main end of despatch. Each subhedar to have a list of the men 
entrusted to his care, noting the pay of every man and the muster to be ia,ken 
ill the presence of the paymaster’s officer and idso that to be appointed by the 
subhedar. At the close of the evening the said subhed;ir must sign the list 
ascertaining the number that day at work under him, which must serve as a 
voucher to the payment to be made by the paymaster’s officers and sucli 
vouchers to remain on register for producing wdien the monthly accounts ai‘e 
to be passed. 

2. Whereas an engineer or master director of the works, or his assistant, 
will attend a daily abstract must be given to him of the people at work for 
knowing whether their attendance be given; and he has moreover a ]i})erty tu 
1)6 present at the muster for satisfying himself that justice is done to the 
(,,’ompany. When he is at such muster, he slioiild also sign with, the sTiljhedar 
as a testimony that the muster is right. 

3. In order to regulate the chops (ehlu^^^s meaning seals) necessary io bo 
issued at each division, there must be immediately an account takmiofall 
chops that are distributed. l.’he.se must be called in and paid for. 'I’lieu tbe 
whole chops ascertaining their number with exactness must be lodged in a 
good chest under two locks, each subhedar, Avhere the division is, to have one 
key and the paymaster’s officer another, the chops thence to be issued, a djiily 
account to be kept thereof and seen to it that the Company are not injured f*)r 
wliich end the chops should be called in and discharged every day. Foi’ dis- 
tinguishing to which company the chojjs belong, Daji Knik’s must Vie 
numbered 1, Gun Naik’s No. 2, Gunji’s Ro. 3, Sen Naik’s No. 4, Mahmud 
Naik’s No. 5, and the chops to be confined to the division assigned, 

4. To prevent every instance of abuse the accounts of tlie subhedar 
respecting each division, as well as the same kept by the paymaster’s officer, 
must be lodged in a good chest with two locks, each subhedar to have one key 
and the paymaster’s officer another ; and the accounts to be adjusted and 
finished every day at each post and there also signed. 

5. That the subheddr at each division do indent to the paymaster’s 
storekeeper for eveiy thing wanted. As it may not be possible to comply 
entirely, such storekeeper is to send with the things a note to the subhedar, 
expressing the quantity so sent and in whose charge. When the note i>s brought 
to the subhedfir, he is to examine if the articles which come to him agree with 
the note. If not, he is to make the bearer answerable for any deticiency. And 
such beai’er sliould count tlie things so delivered by the storekeeper at the 
time of taking them into his charge. Provided tlie tilings are right the sublie- 
ddr is to sign his name to the note as a voucher. This note, with all others 
tliat come within the month, must be given to the paymaster for regulating 
the account with his storekeeper. He is also to keep the notes by liim for 
proving his accounts when delivered into the accoimtant’s office. The sa,ino 
caution and method to be used when the subhedafrs send any old stores to tlie 
storekeeper by signing a note. This note the storekeeper is to preserve and 
sign, on finding the contents to answer. 

6. That x'egard be had to dividing the people to every part of the work in 
such proportion as the business to be done freely requires. When the musters 
are taken according to the rales precited, none of the people shall on liiiy pre- 
tence be suffered to leave the works, saving in case of sickness, without an 
express command to be given by the Governor or in his absence by the second 
member in Council and no one else. 


^Bom. Gov. Consultation 27th Nov. 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 479-482, 
Compare Sec. Out, L. B. 8 of 1738-1741. 
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7. All the materials wanted for tlie works must he duly laid in by the 
paymaster so that no stop or hindrance ensues. At the end of every month 
the paymaster must give in an abstract to the President of what then remains 
with their true value and he may see to the getting what shall be requisite for 
future service. In case the works be not properly supplied, the subheddr 
must report the -want to the engineer, the paymaster, or to the President at 
such times as the latter takes his round for visiting the works. 

8. The subbed to are to have a true regard that the people employed 
■whether as Piu’voes or otherwise be faithful and qualified, no more than want- 
ed to be kept in service. On any failure in this material article, they are 
required to make a report to the President, 

9. Whatever mortar be brought for the works must be measured and 
taken in an exact manner at the places assigned for receiving it, The subhe- 
dar so receiving is to pass a receipt for the quantity, inserting the name of the 
seller. This receipt is to serve as a voucher to the paymaster and at the end 
of every month is to be sent with the others into the accountants office with 
his accounts. 

10. That the subhedars do report to the Pi'esident anything they have 
to ofier for the benefit of the service. The works to be lined out by the direc- 
tor of the same and to be afterwards inspected by Ramji and Gumbaji Pimvoes, 
wdi(.) iire to be ajjprized of the number of men of every denomination on work 
every day. 

11. For delivering out chops it is apprehended the militia subhedars with 
the approval of our subhedto may serve instead of the Purvoes now employed. 
By this means the pay of twenty or more Purvoes may be saved the Company 
every month. This therefore must be tried and continued until solid reasons 
are ofiereci to the President for altering it. 

At their ConsnltatioB, the 2nd February 1742, Government admit 
the necessity of placing one more Lieutenant at Sion Fort : Considering 
the great consequence of that post of Sion and the several passes from 
Salsette lying more inxmediately thereabouts, which obliges us to 
continue a large number of people on duty there, it would be eligible 
to liave another Lieutenant in station. So long as there is only one, 
when he has occasion to repair to town on his private affairs, the place 
is left destitute of a proper command. The President therefore proposes 
that Mr. Thomas Andi*ews the eldest ensign, of whom the captain 
commandant as well as others give a handsome character, be appointed 
a Ijieutenant and stationed under Mr. Sterling at Sion where he will 
also be of service with respect to what has been mentioned of the other^s 
want of ■\mting. The Board after some consideration resolve that 
Mr. Sterling bo ordered to take the command of Sion and Messrs. Lane 
and Forbes to sueeeed to the two vacant companies. On the President-^s 
motion Mr. Hollomore to have a Lieutenant^s commission as also 
Mr. Thomas Andrews who is for the present to do duty at Sion.^ 

Necessary repairs to Sion Fort formed the subject of debate at a Con- 
sultation on the 22nd February ; A report is made of the present bad 
condition of the Sion Fort. The store-rooms apartments and magazine 
are in a most wretched, state, insomuch that no kind of stores provisions 
or ammunition conld be deposited there during the rainy season without 
being spoiled by the weather, and the roofs of those several places are 
entirely decayed. The expense that will attend this repair, by a calculate 


^ Boui, Gov. Cousult«i,tion 2nd Feb. 1742, Tub, Diary 15 of 1741-42, 7L 
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now presented, we are sorry to observe will amount to so large a sum 
as Ks. 2686-2-50. At the same time they are so iniiiiediatelj 
necessary ^ that without them the fortification' cannot be deeiiied of, any 
benefit. This leaves, no room for hesitation in ordering ' the repairs. 
At . the same time the President remarks that. the iTecpieiit oeeasioiis 
of repairs to the Company's buildings proceed in a gamt measure ' 
from their being ill fabricated at the first through a mistaken notion . 
of rendering the expense less. Tliis saving was only in appearance, 
for the event shows they have turned out really dearer than if made 
substantial and of the best material at the beginning. Therefore wi.th 
the consent and approval of the Boaixl it is positively directed and 
fixed as a standing rule that no mats be used in the roofing of any 
house or building designed to last for any number of years. Insteaxl 
of mats laths sawed out of teak must be used. The rafters to bf3 of 
tly3 best sorts of the same timber. Further that it be particularly 
given into the charge to the workmen employed on any building to 
inspect into the timber and see to its goodness as well as all other 
materials used on the work they are carrying on,^ 

The acting engineer Mr. J oseph Smith submitted a report on the 
condition of the dock and bandar piers, on which the Board at a 
Consultation on the 18th October observe ; Read a report from 
Mr. Joseph Smith, who at present acts as engineer, of the decayed 
condition of the dock and bandar piers. The estimate of repairing 
both in a proper durable manner is specified in his report. With 
regard to ^ the dock pier the Board are entirely of opinion some repair 
should be immediately given as great part is fallen and the safety of 
the shipping in the dock solely de|)ends upon the pier without which 
the dock itself must be useless. The Board therefore direct the repairs 
be set about with the necessary speed. Mr. Smithes proposals as to 
the bandar pier the President desires may be referred to Mr. Wake'^s 
determination when on the spot. In this the members aecpiiesee.^ 

On learning the completion of the town ditch the Court, in their 
letter of the 13th March 17 m, para 70, write : We are glad to find 
by the advices before ns that the town ditch is nearly completed. As 
it hath cost us Rs. 2,50,000, the one per cent duty levied on the trade 
must be continued till we are reimbursed the same.^ 

The work of the town ditch being completed, the President gave 
orders for selling off the cattle as they were no longer wanted, and an 
account sale of them was laid before the Board on the 3rd June 1743.’*' 

At a Consultation on the 13th June 1743 the President acquaints 
the Board that the several persons employed by the ditch paymaster 
have been discharged by his directions except two Pnrvoes who are to 
be kept for tins month only to bring up and dose the several accounts.. 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 22nd Fob. 1742, Pab. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 113 - 114. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 18th Oct. 3742, Pul). Diary 15 of 1741-42, 404-495. 

^ Court to Bombay ,1 3tli March 1743 para 70, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 3 off 

1742-1751,41. 

•> Bom. Gov. CoiisuHation Srtl .Tunc 1743, Pub. Diary 16 of 1743. 14<J. 
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Then .their pay as well as that of the paymaster and his assistant .will , 
eease.*^ ■ 

In their letters of the 13th and 30th March 1744^ paragraph 79^ 
the Court of Directors write: We direct that Mr. Joseph Smith onr 
present bombardier do act also as engineer and in the several offices he 
now holds. For this we will give him Es. 140 a month in full for all 
allowances for the said employments provided our President shall think 
him C|iialilied for those stations.^ 

With a view to prevent the Marathds from taking possession of 
Butcher’s Island^ it was found necessary to keep the fort on that island 
in good rcT^ir. The Bombay Government Diary of the 16 tli March 
1744 has the following entry : A report of the condition of the fort 
on Ihitelier^s island and officers’’ apartments^ as also a calculate of 
tiie expense of the necessary repairs amounting to Es. 1642 being 
presented^ the Board are of opinion that as it is requisite to keep 
possession of that island to prevent onr neighbours^ settling there^ from 
whence the entrance into Maliim river and even into this harboiur 
might be incommoded^ the submitting to the above expense is unavoid- 
able. The repairs proposed are therefore ordered to be given and care 
must be taken that they do not exceed the calculate.^ 

Part of the l^andar pier having fallen down by the continual washing 
of the sea, the stones at first not being laid with ehunam, on the 20th 
July 1745 the Board directed that the bandar pier be immediately 
repaired with the utmost frugality and that the work be effectually 
])erformed, an estimate of the expense being first made and delivered 
to the Boaid.^ 

On the 13th August 1745 the land paymaster lays before the Board 
an estimate for the repairs of the bandar pier amounting to Es. 4490. 
This estimate is on the suj)position that the foundation is well laid ; 
otherwise the repairs must exceed the estimate. The Board directed 
that the mpairs be carried out with the utmost care and frugality.^ 

In th(4r letter of the 25th February 1747^ paragraph 57^ the Court 
exyness their approval of the repairs to the bandar pier and, other 
buildings. They Avrite : We cheerfully acquiesce in the requisite 
ex])ense to repair the bandar pieiq make the mint more commodious^ 
and for putting the parsonage house in decent order. ^ 


j ;Boin. Gov. Consultation 13th .Tune 1743, Pub. Diary 16 of 1743, 151. 

- Pub, l>ep. CourPs Letters Vol. 3 of 1742 - 1751, 42, 88. 

2 Bum. Gov. Consultation 16th March 1744, Puh. Diary 17 of 1744, 96. 

^ Boui. Gov. Consultation 26th .Tuly 1745, Pub. Diary 18 of 1744-45, 210. 

Bom. Gov. Consultation 13tli Aug. 1745, Pub. Diary 18 of 1744-45, 221. 

Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 1742 -1751, 141. The Parsonage House was 
bouglit by Government in 1738 and was continued as a parsonage till 1801. The site 
is a<.*ross Cathedral Street about 30 yax’ds south of the south-west gate of the Cathedral. 
It is the seeoud house to the south of Armenian Lane. The house was given up in 
1801 ])eeanse as the report says the clergyman was unable to sleep in consequence of a 
cotton screw built close by it. (Collector’s Records, Compilation P. 381 of 1827.) 
'The clergy niaii who complained was the Rev. II. Burrows after whom as recorded in 
I8U) by Qui Hai (Adventures) the Somlpur burying ground on Back Bay was known 
as Padi’e Burrows’ Go“Do^vn. Padre Burrow.s did not use his own Go-Down. As 
late ns 1818 he stated in an Plnglish law court that he had been a resident chaxdain in 
Bombay forty-two years, Mr. James Douglas. 
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...At tlieir Consultation on the . 3rd July 1747, the Bombay Council 
remark : Some part,., of the bandar pier .teing represented to us as 
'requiring, fresh facing, it is directed that the same be immediately set 
about and finished with a parapet at the end in sticli . nianne]* n.s on 
occasion, to . admit of mounting* tlxree guns^ the, charge of wbich is 
computed, at about Es, 400 d 

In 1750 Grose notices : The fortified house (the Castle) built on the 
. site of the residence of the Portuguese Government ought to have 
been taken down and bnilt at Mendham^s Point. The present site ■ is 
commanded by Dongri hill. The Castle was %vell built with regular 
gradients of strong hard stone. One of its bastions was called the 
tank bastion. In it was a large quantity of water. There is also a 
well within the fort, but the water is not extremely good, and liable 
to be dried up in the heats. The town wall ought to have ineluded 
Dongri as the hill commanded both the town and the castle. The 
curtain of the wall between the bastions was very frail. A ditch had 
been made at great expense and flooded. The fort was one of the 
strongest of the Company'’s places.^ 

On learning of the death at Fort St. David of Mr. Eobins their 
engineer general the Court in their letter of 4th March 1752, para 78, 
write to Bombay : To our unspeakable concern the S'wa How brought 
us the news of the death of Mr. Eobins, our late engineer general at Fort 
St. David in July last. It was part of our scheme that Mr, Eobins 
should take a view of our several settlements on your side of India, 
and give his thoughts upon the fortifications works and buildings. 
In this by the event of his death we are most unhappily disappointed. 
You are therefore not to undertake any expensive works until you 
have our express leave for the purpose, and you are to be full and 
explicit in describing such works, the necessity of them, and an estimate 
of their expense, in doing which you are to take to your assistance the 
most knowing persons in such matters who may be resident at your 
Presidency.’'* 

Of the state of the outforts the Bomkiy Diary of the 25th August 
1752 has the following details: The President acquaints the Board 
that as, some time ago, it was represented to him that the outforts 
were in a very bad state, he ordered the provisional storekeeper, one 
of the military captains, and the first Lieutenant of the train, being 
judged the most proper people, to make a regular survey of them. 
They having delivered him a report, dated 24th August 1752, it is 
now read to the Board. From this report it appears that the W'orks 
ill general are much decayed, and the greatest part of the gun carriages 
quite unserviceable. As the safety and preservation of the island 
so mueli depend on the artillery, it is unanimously resolved to lay in a 
quantity of timber proper to gun carriages, as this is deemed the 


Chapter I¥* , 

Fortifications: 
and Buildings, 

AdiVitioii and 
lU.‘pairs to the 
Barniar Bier, 
1747 . 

Castlcj 
, 1750 , , 


Mr, Kotins, 
Ktip:ineer 
General, 
1751. 


State of the 
Outforts, 
1752. 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 3rd July 1717* Pub. Diary 20 of 1747i 228. 

- Orosco's Voyage, i. 40 - 50. 

^ Court to Bombay 4th March 1752 para 78, Pub, Pep, Court’s Letters Vol. 4 of 
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Cliapter IV* eliosipcst season of the year for entering into a contract. , In regard 
Fortifications %vorks it is agreed to defer making any alterations .additions or 

tod BnildiEgs. but such as are immediately and absolutely necessary for their 

)n-eserYati(:)n^ until we receive orders from the Honourable Company on 
this head, for whose inspection it is ordered that a copy of the report 
be transmitted to England by tlie first sliip.^ The report is as follows : 

Oiitforts, Outforts survey report from Messrs. John Hope John Stanton 

1752. * and Eric Roling, to the President, dated Bombay 244ii August 17 &2 : 

Agreealfie to your Honoiir^s orders received from Mr. Secretary Price, 
we have surveyed the several- outforts belonging to- this .island. The 
following are such remarlvB as we apprehend most worthy of notice : 

MdMm FoH^ 4th Augiist 1752. 


No. 

Foiiiitler 

Weight. 

Bemarks. 



Cw't, qr, lbs. 


1 

f' 


24 2 13 

Good gun, tlie carriage not repairable, 
being quite rotten. 

1 


24 1 21 

J)o. do. 

1 

k: 

24 1 6 

Do. do. 

i 

15 3 18 

The gun very old, the carriage may be 
made use of till another can be provided 
but is very wide betwixt the cheeks, 
being not intended for the gun. 

1 

4 

10 3 12 

Both gun and carriage unseiwiceable. 

1 

4 

10 2 5 

Good gi.m, carriage not repairable. 

1 

4 

11 0 12 

Good gun, carriage unserviceable. 
Indifferent gun, caniage not repairable. 

1 

4 

12 S 6 

1 

4 

9 3 24 

Good gun, carriage not repairable. 

1 


24 2 18 

Bo. do. rotten. 

1 


8 0 0 

Bo, do. unserviceable. 

1 

H 

24 3 17 

Bo. do. not repairable. 

1 

51- 

24 0 18 

Do. do. may be made use of 

until another can be provided. 

1 

H 

24 2 4 

Do. do. do. capsquares; 

wanting. 

1 

H" 

6 i 

24 S 26 

Good gun, carnage unserviceable. 

1 

23 0 27 ^ 

I 

Do, do. repairable, capsquares 

new wheels and axletree wanting. 

I 

G 

24 3 23- 

Do. do. 

1 

4 i 

10 3 0 

Bo. do. 

1 

6 ' 

' 22 3 12 

Do. do. 

1 

6 i 

20 3 14 

d 

6 

1 

6 ^ 

22 1 0 

Do. do. 

1 

6 

24 1 ■■ 7 

Good gun, complete carriage, wants only 
a smith to bend one capsquare a little 
more. ' . ■ ' 

1 

6 

23 0 14 

Good gun, carriage repayable, wanting 
capsquares axletree and new wheels. 

1 

4 

' 13 2 22 

■'-'Do, ■ do. , " 

1 

6 

22 0 7 

Good gun, carriage repairable wanting as 
the one before. 

I 

26 

1. 

'2- 2 5 ■ 

Good gun, carriage unserviceable. 


* Bom. Gov. Consultation Aiig; 1752, Pul). Diiiry 25 of 1752, 258-259, 
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M&rtar Beds* 

1 8-mcIi unserviceable being too light and rotten. 

1 4|-inch howitzer bed, but very indifferent. 

2 

New quoins (or wedges) wanting for the whole number of guns. 

The powder chests want to be new canvassed and dammered. 

Some of the above carriages were never made for the guns that are 
mounted on them. The eight swivel gun-posts to be moved and short- 
ened being quite unhandy and extremely dangerous to re-charge the 
guns, occasioned by the height of their position. All the gun aprons 
ought to be exchanged. Wooden horses are required for the musquet 
cartridges to stand on. The spunges want to be new thrummed. 
New wadd netts are wanting. 

Thirty grape shot of sorts want to be repaired. 

The gunpowder in magazine of this fort is pretty dry. 

The gunners and military stores agree with the officer's list. 
jSion Fort, 5th Atignst 1752* 


No. 

Pomider 

Weight. 

Remarks. 

1 

3 

i 

6 

Good gun, and new carriage complete. 

1 

3 

5 

3 12 

Do. do. 

1 

6 

16 

3 22 

Good gun, the carriage may be made use 

1 

3 

6 

2 22 

of provisionally, but wants capsquares 
and new wheels, likewise very wide. 

Good gun, the carriage sound, but wants 

1 

3 

7 

1 10 

as the former, and is too long and wide 
betwixt the cheeks. 

Good gun, new carriage complete. 

1 

3 

8 

0 22 

Do. an old hut serviceable carriage. 

1 

6 

16 

3 15 

Do. the carriage serviceable, provi- 

1 

6 

16 

3 1 

sionally wanting capsquaxus new wheels 
and axletree. 

Good gun and new carriage complete. 

1 

6 

. 17 

2 24 

Good gun and sound carriage, wanting 

1 

6. 

17' 

2 14 

caj)squares. 

Good gun, new carriage complete. 

1 

6 

23 

3 25 

Do. do. 

1 

6 

24 

1 18 

Good gun, carriage wanting only pew 

1 

6 

17 

3 21 

wheels. 

Good gun, new carriage complete. 

1 

6 

17 

3 4 

Do. do. wants only a smith 

1 

2 

4 

0 0 

to alter the capsquares. 

Bad gmi and bad ship carriage. 

1 

2 ; 

4 

2 2 

Good gun, indifferent ship carriage. 

1 


2 

2 25 ' 

Brass swivel gun good. 

1 

, 'a... ■ 

%■ 

a %T : 

Do. , . .gun dismounted' and' ., unne- 

18 
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1 7“incli howitzer 10’2, good field carnage. 

1 4|-inch brass mortar and one 4|-i2icli howitzer good, but both 
want new beds, 

2 

The flag-staff is rotten in the socket^ and very loose^ wants repairing. 
Some large and small giin quoins are w^anting. The arms in this fort 
are in an indifferent condition and greatly more than necessary, the 
post being relieved monthly^ the soldiers carry their aecoiitrements 
complete %Tith them. 

The gunpowder in the magazine of this fort is pretty dry. The 
gunners and military stores agree with the ofiieer^s list. 

passage BMen/y 5th A ugust 175^. 


•No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Eeinarks. 

1 

4 

Cwt. qr. lbs. 
10 0 0 

Good gun and new carriage complete. 

1 

9 

30 3 21 

Do. do. 

1 

6 

24 2 5 

Do. do. 

1 

3 

7 3 6 

; One 7-inch howitzer good, the carriage 
rotten and unserviceable. 

Good gun, serviceable carriage. 

1 

1 

s 

1 2 0 

Do. swivel. 

' 5 





This swivel gun to be removed, the post being rotten, requires a new 
one, and the three-pounder gun, standing on the bank of the river, to 
be moved to the sepoy chatik% it being liable whergit stands to be nailed 
up and overset in the night time nobody being near at hand. New 
handspikes and quoins required. Very necessary to make new plat- 
forms for preventing the carriages and wheels rotting, they now 
standing on the bare ground. Likewise proper to carry the parapet 
farther out to the river side, and the flanks fronting the Tank Battery, 
and sepoy chatihi to be enlarged, that three guns may be abreast. The 
whole battery out of repair, several parts of it being tumbled down. 

TriangU Battery, 5ih August 175$. 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight, 

Eemarks, 

1 

6 

Cwt. qr. Ibfl. 
24 1 11 

Good gun, the carriage rotten and imser- 

i 

0 

24 0 21 

viceable. 

Po. ^ 'do. 

1 

6 

24 0 23 

Do. ' do.' 

3 





Here the guns stand on the ground so that the trains and wheels 
sink and must soon rot. If this battery is to be repaired it requires 
a bank to be raised and a stone platform to be made. If flanks are 
m^le to the Passage and Tank Batteries there is no great need for 
this battery. 
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Tanh Batterjf, lith Aiuiitst l'i53. 


No, 

PolUidcs* 

WcJjflit. 

JRemai-k&, | 

1 

6 

Cwfc. qr. lbs. 

16. 3 15 

1 

Good gun and now carriage complete. 

1 

" 6 

15 3 12 

Do. do. 

1 

3, 

8 0 2(i 

Good guiij the carriage serviceable, want- 

1 

3 

8 0 4 

ing capsquares and new axletree. 

Good gun, the carriage rotten and unser- 

1 

3 

8 0 2 

viceable. 

* Do. do. 

1 

3 

8 0 6 

Good gim, new carnage required, being 

0 



rotten in the cheeks. 


New aprons and qnoiiis wanted. This ba.ttery requires platforms 
and flanks, .There is no g\m that can be brought to boar on Eewa Fort. 
Bewa Forti Bth August 17ty2, 


No. 

Poander 

Weight, 

Keiuarks, 



Gwt. qv. lbs. 


1 

4 

10 2 2 

Good gun and carriage. 

1 

3 

8 1 24 

Do. do. 

1 

4 

12 2 16 

Do. do. 

1 

4 

9 3 0 

Good gun and body, the carriage rerpiirosi 




new wheels. 1 

1 

4 

12 2 14 

Do. do. 1 

1 

4 

13 0 9 

Good gun and carriage. | 

1 

4 

13 0 26 

Do. do. 1 

1 

4 

9 3 21 

Do. do. j 

1 

4 

12 3 11 

Bo. do. 

1 

4 ' 

12 2 25 

Do. do, 1 

1 

3 

8 0 2 

Do.- do. .j 




New quoins wanted, i 

11 



No spare arms in this fort. | 



Warli Fort, 5th August 1753. | 

1 

.4 

12 3 12 

Good gun, carriage indifferoBi. j 

1 

4 

12 3 12 

Do. and carriage. ! 

1 

4 

12 3J,2 

Do. and carriago may l)e made UBoi 




of till another can be provided. 1 

1 

4' 

12 3 12 

Good gun, carriage rotten. j 

'■ 1 

4 

12 2 21 

G ood gun and caniage. ^ 

'■ ,1 

6 

18 0 0 

Do. do. 

. 1 

a 

18 0 0 

Do* do. 

1 

6 

17 1 14 

Do- do. 

1 

G 

18 0 0 

Do- do. 

1 

6 

17 3 20 

Do- do. 

1 

6 

17 2 21 

Do* do. 

1 

4 

12 3 12 

Do- do* 

1 

, 4 

12 3 12 

Do. and carriago indiffercut. 

1 

■4,, 

12 3 12 

Good gun, the carriage very iiuliflerent. 

14 

. ■■■ 





Warli Battery i Sth August 175^, j 

, ^ ' 

!■ 4 

9 ■'■S' S 

Good gun, the carriage decayed. j 
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At Waiii may be made a good battery. The gun having no platform 
to stand on runs a chance of being overset in firing, occasioned by stones 
and rocks. The passage it is set in will not permit of one person 
passing on either side. New set of powder measures to be sent, so 
that each measurefull be the Just allowance for that sort of ordnance, 
the cartridges filled being very uneven, and, on weigliing, several of 
them greatly deficient. We Judge about barrels short on the whole 
of the cartridges being 300, for which the officer could not account, 
being years since they w^ere filled. 

The arms in this fort are in a very indifferent condition. The 
gunners and military stores agree with the officer^ s list. 


Suri Fort, Gth August 1752, 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Remarks. 

1 

6 

Cwt. qr. lbs, 
16 2 21 

Good gun and carriage but wanting cap- 

1 

6 

17 

2 7 

squares. 

1 ) 0 . do. 

1 

6 

17 

2 24 

Do. do. 

1 

6 

17 

3 20 

Do. do. 

1 

4’ 

9 

2 10 

Do. but mounted on an 

1 

4 

8 

0 8 

indifferent 6~pounder carriage. 

Good gun and carriage. 

1 

4 

8 

0 1 

Do. do. ' 

1 

4 

8 

1 6 

Do. do. 

1 

4 

9 

3 14 

Do. do. 

1 

6 

24 

0 14 

Good gun, the carriage indifferent, wanting 

1 

6 

17 

0 7 

new wheels capsqxiares and new axletree,, 
the present being rotten. 

Good gun and carriage. 

: 1 ■ 

6 

17 

1 12 

Do. carriage serviceable, wanting as 

i 

6 

17 

3 12 

above. 

Do. do. 

1 

6 

17 

0 26 

Do. do. 

1 

4 

10 

0 2 

Good gun, carriage serviceable, only too 

1 

4 

8 

0 14 

wide. 

Good gun and carriage. 

1 

6 

17 

1 8 

Good gnu, carriage seiwiceable, ‘Wanting 

1 

6 

24 

0 7 

new wheels capsquares and new axletree. 
Good gun and caridage. 

1 

6 

17 

1 18 

Good gun, carriage indifferent, being tod 

19 




wide betwixt the cheeks, wanting as 
above. 


Higher wheels are required for all the carriages in this fort or else 
the parapet to be taken off a foot lower. As the guns are now mounted 
it is impossible to lay the guns low enough to do any execution nearer 
than at the distance of 700 or 800 yards. 

The two 4|-iiieh mortars want new beds. The gunpowder in 
magazine of this fort pretty dry. 

The military and gunner’s stores agree with the officer\s list. 
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Mdzgaon Fort^ Oik August 17 


No. 

Pcmntler 

Weight, 

Kemarks, 

1 

' S ^ 

Cwt. qr, lbs. 

8 1 24 

Good gun, ship carriage %*ery old. 

, 1 

,.3 :■ 

8 18 

Good gun, ship carriage unserviceable. 

2^^ 





Ilie platforms oiiglit to be repaired being full of holes and torn up in 
many places. 

Dongri Fai% 6tk August 1752^ 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight, 

Remarks. 



Cwt. 

qr, IbB. 


1 

3 

8 

1 0 

Good gun, carriage very indifferent, cap- 
squares wanting. 

1 

3 

7 

3 20 

Good gun, carriage serviceable provision- 
ally, but wants cax^squares and new 
axletree. 

1 

3 

8 

1 15 

Good gun, carriage seiviceable, wants new 
axletree. 

1 

3 

7 

3 0 

Good gun, rotten and unserviceable car- 

1 

3 

6 

2 10 

riage. 

Good gun, very bad carriage. 

1 

3 

8 

3 25 

Good gun, serviceable carriage, wants 
capsquares and new wheels. 

1 

9 

29 

1 0 

Good gun and carriage. 

1 

9 

29 

3 0 

Do, do. 

1 

9 

30 

3 0 

Do. do. 

1 

9 

29 

3 0 

Do, do. 

1 

18 

50 

1 9 

Do, do. wants new axletree. 

1 

18 

48 

3 14 

Good gun and carriage complete. 

1 

9 

30 

2 7 

Do, do. 

1 

6 

23 

3 0 

1 Good gun, carriage wide but serviceable. 

1 

6 

23 

0 7 

Good gun and carriage. 

1 

6 

24 

1 14 

Do. & carriage serviceable but too wide. 

1 

6 

23 

0 14 

Good gun, carriage iinseiwiceable. 

X 

6 

23 

2 0 

Good gun, carriage indifferent, new axle- 
tree wanting. 

1 

19 

6 

24 

0 7 

Good gun, rotten carriage. 


The wheels in general are good^ but most of the carriages require new 
axle trees, the present being absolutely too slight for such heavy metal. 
The tank to be repaired, the wood work being entirely rotten and liable 
to fall in. 

New lanyards wanting for the aprons. Powder measures to he • 
sent. The gun cartridges want to be started and measured over 
again, being a long while since it was done. The gunpowder in the 
magazine of this fort pretty dry. 

The gunners and military stores agree with the officor^s list. 
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Breach Battmj, 16th August 1752. 


No. 

Poiindei 

Weight. 

iieniEuivS. 

1 

2 

Cwt. qr. lbs, 

4 2 4 

Good gun, indifferent carriage. 

i 

2 

4 1 24 

Do, serviceable carriage. 

1 

1 

2 1 27 

Do. mounted on a swivel. 

1 

1 

2 2 18 

Gun much worn, mounted on a swivel. 

4 





On this battery are three empty embrasures. The battery is well 
paved. I£ required to be of any service must have heavier metal 
and two angle embrasures to be cut out of the parapet. 

T oivn Wallf 20th A u gust 1752. 

Remarlis, j 


Bandar Pier. 

Good guns and new carriages. 


Batterg Pier. 

q Tile guns mounted on this battery are all 
pretty good, although old ; the carriages 
are also serviceable, except one which 
is very bad. The merlon (parapet) of 
the first 32-pounder gun to the left is 
most tumbling down, not having its 
proper length and distance from the 
embrasure. New spare carriages ought 
' to be made, the guns being heavy and 
most of the carriages, though service- 
^ able, pretty old. 

Eogal BatUry. 

Good gun, bad carriage. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. no capsquares. 

Do. indifferent carriage, no cap- 

squares. 

Do. do. 

All indifferent carriages, no capsquares 
V nor train irons, and very wide between 
J the cheeks. 

Good gun and carriage, no capsquares. 

Do. indifferent carriage, no cap- 

squares. 

Good gun, new carriage. 


All the wheels here must of necessity rot sooner than ordinary, as 
BO scupper holes are provided at the foot of the parapet for the water 

to run out.';/ ■'/. */; y 

Tiic topwork, where the old casemate was, ought to be le veiled with 
the rest of the parapet. On occasion it will do iiiiiiiite mischief and at 

no tinie.is:it.of:serYm^^^ / ■■' ;^ ■/ 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 



Cwt. qr. lbs. 

1 

9 

37 0 14 

1 

0 

37 0 7 

. 1; 

9 

28 2 14 

3 



1 

32 

01 0 21 

1 

32 

59 3 14 

1 

32 

61 0 21 

1 

32 

60 0 0 

1 

32 

01 0 0 

1 

32 

50 2^ 5 

1 

32 

50 1 12 

1 

32 

00 3 7 

i 1 

32 

00 1 14 


18 

49 2 26 

i,“ 



i ^ 

18 

41 0 0 

, I 

18 

44 0 21 

1 1 

18 

44 1 21 

! 1 

18 

55 3 0 

1 

IS 

45* 0 0 

1 

18, 

50 1 17 

■ 1 

18 

39 2 19 

1 

18 

49 14 

A 

18 

44 1 17 

1. 

18 

52 0 0 

1 

18 

' 50 i :' 5 

11 
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Toivn Wall, Wth August 1752, 


No, 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Remarks, 



Cwt. qr. lbs. 

Eoyal Bastion, 

I 

18 

39 2 19 

G ood gun, bad carriage. 

1 

18 

60 2 21 

£> 0 . indifferent carriage, wanting 
capsqiiares and train irons. 

1 

9 

29 2 0 

Good gun, carriage serviceable till another 
can be provided. 

1 

9 

29 2 4 

Do. do. 

1 

9 ' 

40 2 0 

Good gun, cari'iage serviceable. 

1 

9 

29 0 0 

Do, carriage new. 

1 

9 

31 3 14 

Do. and carriage. 

1 

9 

30 2 21 

Do, do. 

1 

9 

30 2 14 

Do. do. 

1 

18 

50 2 5 

, 

Do. carriage indiflerent, wanting 
capsqnares and train iron^3, 

1 : 

11 

18 

50 1 23 

Good gun, rotten carnage. 


Here are two empty embrasures. On each side of tlie Apollo Gate is 
reciiiired a gun, mounted to defend the gate, here are embrasures and 
platforms for them. 

Toimi Wall, 20th August 1752. 


No. 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Remarks. 



Cwt. qr, lbs. 

Afarlhorotigh Bastion, 

1 

9 

28 

2 14 

Good gun, indifierent carriage, wanting 
capsqnares and train irons. 

1 

9 

24 

0 4 

Do, do, rotten wheels. 

1 

0 

30 

0 19 

Good gun, indiflerent carriage, wanting 
ca]3squares and train irons. 

1 

9 

22 

2 14 

Do. do. 

1 

9 

30 

2 0 

Good gun,, serviceable carriage, no cap- 
squares. , 

1 

9 

29 

2 21 

Do, do. 

1 

9 

22 

1 4 

Good gun, the body of the carriage service- 
able, no capsqnares and tlie wlieeis rotten. 

r-i CO 

9 

,27 

3 7 

Do, do. 

Stanhope Bastion, 

1 

9 

31 

0 7 

Good gun, serviceable carriage, wanting 
capsqnares and train irons. 

1 

9 

26 

0 16 

Do. do, one wheel rotten. 

1 

6 

15 

1 10 

Do.' do, wanting only capsqnares. 

1 

6 

25 

0 8 

Do, do. 

", 


26 

1 9 

Good gun, indifierent carriage, wanting 
only capsqnares. 

1 ,, 

■9 

*29 

3 0 

Good gun, the carriage wanting capsqnares, 
and Irain' irons. 

1' 

9 

27. 

■■■3 0 

Do, do, . 

1 

8 

9 

: 26'. 

:,1 .„0„ 

Good gun, serviceable carriage. 

Here are two empty enibrasiues. 
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Chapter lY 

Fortiiicatioiis 
and Buildings. 

Town Wall, 
1752 . 


Town Wallf 30th Atigmt 1752. 


No. 

jponnder 

Weight. 

Eemarks. 



Cwt, qr, lbs. 


1 

1 

6 

6 

27 

18 

3 8 

3 21 

CImrdh Bastion^ 

1 

0 

18 

3 7 

Here are all good guns mounted on good 

1 

6 

24 

1 11 

, complete carriages. Fourempt y embra- 

1 

6 

19 

0 0 

sures, on each side of the gate, ought to 

1 

6 

18 

3 21 

have a gun mounted in each. 

1 

6 

18 

0 21 


1 

8 

6 

23 

1 7 

J ; : 




3£oors^ Bastion. 

1 

9 

31 

2 0 

Good gun, serviceable carriage, wanting 





capsquares and train irons. 

1 

9 

30 

2 0 

Indifferent gun, old but serviceable car- 





riage, wanting capsquares and train irons. 

1 

6 

22 

2 14 

1 

1 

6 

6 

6 

23 

23 

0 0 

2 7 

2 0 

'.Good guns and all the carriages in very 

1 

1 

24 

I" good condition. 

1 

9 

26 

1 7 

j 

1 

9 

26 

2 0 

Good gun, serviceable carriage, but no 

8 




capsquares. 




Banian Bastion. 

1 

9 

31 

0 0 

Good gun, indifferent carriage, another 





must be provided. 

1 

9 

32 

2 14 

Good gun and carriage wanting capsquares 





and train ii‘ons. 

1 

9 

31 

2 0 

Do, do. 

1 

9 

27 

1 7 

Do, indifferent carriage. 

1 

9 

29 

0 20 

Do, and carriage. 

1 

9 

22 

0 7 

Do, serviceable carriage. 

1 

9 

31 

0 21 

Do. and carriage wanting only cap- 
squares* 

1 

9 

28 

0 17 

Good gun, seiviceable carriage wanting 





capsquares. 

1 

9 

27 

0 0 

Good gun, indifferent carriage. 

9 

i 



PrinGe^s Bastion. 

1 

9 

1 25 

3 14 

Good gun and carriage. 

1 

9'^ 

30 

2 0 

. Do, ■ .wants higher wheels. 

1 ' ' 

1 

6 

25 

0 14 

1 

6 

18 

3 0 

> Good guns and good complete carriages. 

1 

0 

19 

0 14 

1 

; 6 

24 

0 3 

Good gun, indifferent carriage. 

1 

* 6 

21 

2 7 

Do. and carriage. 

1 

1 

0 

9 

9 

25 
■ 29 

3 7 

2 0 

j-, Good guns and carriages. . 
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Here are two .empty ’"embrasures, ' On each side o£ the bazar gate 
ought to be a gun mounted .in defence of, the gate. The parapet on 
the right is very much decayed. 


Town Wall^ 20th August 1752^ 


No, 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Eemarks, 



qr. lbs. 

Old Mcmdvi Bastion* 

1 

6 

21 

2 21 1 

Good gun, serviceable carriage, wanting 



22 

1 0 

capsquares. 

1 

6 

Bo. do. 

1 

9 

30 

2 14 

Good gun and carriage. 

1 

6 

22 

1 21 

Bo, wanting only capscmares. 

1 

6 

23 

0 17 

■ Bo. do. 

.1 

6 

17 

0 20 

Good gun, indijfferent carriage, wanting 



27 

0 0 

caps<xuax’es and train irons. 

1 

9 i 

Good gun, carnage wanting capscfuares, 

1 

9 

37 

0 0 

Do. do. 

1: 

9 

22 

3 22 

Bo* . do. 

1 

.1 

9 

9 

38 

37 

0 0 

1 14 

1 Good guns and complete carriages. 

Here are two empty embrasures. . 

11 






1 19 
17 


i Tim Gun Battery* 

1 

1 

6 

6 

0 0 

2 12 

i j- Good guns and carriages. 

2 

1 




New lidndvi. 

1 i 
1; 

2 

'9 

9 

29 

29 

3 0 

3 21 

j- Good guns and carriages. 
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1752. 


Here is one empty embrasure. The works round the town ivall are 
kept in a very dirty condition, which occasions the destruction of the 
wheels, and train of the carriages, the platforms being good but full of 
earth and grass, the embrasures and merlons (parapets) being filled with 
weeds and grass, and the, ramparts shamefully torn up by the hogs. 

But cherts Island^ 21st August 1752, 


No. 

Poundet 

Weig:ht. 

.Remarks. 



Owt. qr. 

lbs. 



1 

6i 

23 

0 

0 

Good gun, the carriage strong enough, but 





no capsqiiares and train irons. 

i; 

H 

24 

1 25 

Bo. 

' - 'do, ■ 

' . 1 

5J 

25 

0 

0 

Bo, 

do. ■ ■ 

' 1 

5i 

28 

1 

5 

Do. 

do. 

1 

4 

13 

0 

7 

Bo. 

do. , 

1 

4. 

13 

1 

2 

Bo, 

'do.' ...... 

1 

4' 

14 

0 

6 

Indi-fferent gun and carriage. 

1 

■ 4 

12 

2 

0 

Good gun, indifferent ship-carriage not fit 

8 





for the gun. 



Island, 

1752. 
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Here is a wooden tank made miserviceable by the white ants. It 
ought to be taken up and a terrace tank made in the tower in its 
room. 

The powder here keeps very dry, but the magazine is in the middle 
of the tower, which being’ not above four feet deep and no turnings, 
renders it extremely dangerous. If oecasion recpiires a smart engage- 
ment with the ordnance, it will be liable to be forced in from the 
recoil of the guns. 

The foregoing is a true state of the outforts and works belonging 
to this island, \Ye shall take permission to remark what we judge further 
worthy your Honour^s observation. Notwithstanding the powder in 
general Ijelonging to the magazines is pretty dry, yet it is much clogged 
both ill the barrels and cartridges and ought to be brought down and 
started, and a fresh supply of new powder sent in its room. That on 
W’‘eigldiig several cartridges we found large cleficieneies, from wliich, 
with tlie indifferency of the powder, it was impossible to do the execu- 
tion expected fiom the weight of metal. The first part of this we 
presume to think might be easily remedied by your Honour^s orders to 
the oflieers and gunners on their relieving each other to examine more 
strictly into their stores. This at present we have too much reason to 
think is not the case. Apparently a list of stores is handed from one 
to another through form, without further inspection. As all the forts 
have proper powder measures for the diSerent metal, this should admit 
of no such frivolous excuses as are made use of at present. The well in 
this fort having not been cleaned for some years, the filth renders the 
water unserviceable.^^ 

Before issuing orders on the above report the Court in March 
1753 appointed two officers, one styled Engineer General of all the 
settlements in India, the other Chief Engineer of the Bombay 
Presidency. In their letter to Bombay, of the 14th March, paras 78, 
79, 80, and 120, the Court write: We have appointed Caroline 
Frederick Scott Esquire Engineer General of all our settlements in 
India. We have also appointed Jaqiies de Eunek Esquire to be 
Captain of the company of artillery at our Presidency of Bombay, and 
likewise Chief Engineer of the said Presidency. 

Captain de Fimek is to take an exact survey of all our fortifications 
and works, and give his thoughts upon the nature and condition of them, 
and whether any and what alteiutions additions or amendments are 
necessary to be made, ^ This together with the estimates of the expense 
of such alterations additions or amendments is to be laid before you from 
time to time, and afterwai’ds transmitted to ns with your observations. 
Works absolutely necessary and not attended with large expense may 
be set about immediately. But before you enter upon expensive works 
you must wait for our directions, 

Captain de Punck, who is a very skilful engineer, is in general to do 
and perform whatever appertains to that post under your directions. 
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I'^ut you arc to oljserve tliat i£ Colonel Seott- sliall at any time eoiiie 
to \^our Presidency, Captain de Funck must during Colonel Scott’s 
stay act in suijordination to him as 'Engineer General as before 
mentioned. 

You are to pay Captain de Funck forty pounds a year for his 
services as engineer over and above the estahlidxed pay of two hundred 
pounds as Captain of the artilleryd 

On the 1 st of December ]75o the Bombay Govermneiit, reported to 
the Court ;.' Upon the arrival of Captain de Fimek we directed him to. 
take an exact survey of all the fortifications and works and give his 
thoughts upon the nature and condition of them with wliat alterations 
or additions might' be necessary and in general to comply with your 
ironours’ commands. He has hitherto Ixeen able to make little progress 
tl'iereiii.^ 

Before the above progress , report reached them,' in the next year 
1754, the Couit of Directors made (5th April) the following remarks 
f>n the Bomlhuy surve,y of the outforts and gun-carriages : We have 
inspected the report of the survey which 3 'ou caused to be taken of 
the fortifications and outworks upon the island of Bomba};, and 
transmitted to us by the Stretham. YYe are sorry to find most of these 
forts are in a ruinous and bad condition, and that in general the 
gun carriages are decayed and otherways unserviceable. Upon the 
whole very little attention seems tohaveljeen paid to keeping the several 
works upon the island in such a condition as to answer the |)urpoBes 
for which they have from time to time been at great expense erected. 
The neglect of bestowing the necessary repairs at proper times will 
now we are afraid prove a heavy burthen upon us. Under these 
eircimistanees we think ourselves fortunate in sending you last season 
such an able engineer as Captain de Funck. In our letter of the 
1 4th Ylarch ]75rl you \vere acquainted he ^vas to take an exact survey 
of all our fortifications and works and give his thoughts upon the 
nature and conditions of them, and what alterations additions and 
a.menclments are necessary. These together with estimates of tlie 
ex])ense of sneh alterations additions and amendments are to )x* laid 
before you fi'om time to time and transmitted to us with your observa- 
tions thereon. Before we can give any precise orders we must see 
the result of our alxove directions. However, you are in the mean- 
time empowered to set about any works that shall appear to you upon 
a strict iiu|uiry to l;)e absolutely necessary for the defence of the place, 
and the deferring whereof may be attended with dangerous consequences. 
YTe oljservc }’'ou had laid in timber proper for gun-carriages, and we 
hope, befoje this reaches you, you will have completed the mounting of 
all the artillery or at least of so many as are necessary. If not you 
must proceed thereupon with the utmost expedition.^ 


KVnirt to Bornlsay MUi March 1753 paras 78- SO ami 120, Pub. Dop. CourPs L, 
VoL 4 of 1752-1750, 88, 102. 

- Bombay to Court ist Doe. 175.S para 54, Pub. Dep. Letters to Court Vol 2 of 
1740-1754,205. , . 

Court to Bombay 5tli April 1754 para 101, Pub. T)ep, OouvCs Leiters Yol. 4 of 
1752- 175(;, - luL 
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111 paras 1065 107^ and 108 of the same des|)ateli the Court add : 
It has been represented to us that the bandar pier head at present 
runs barely half way to low water mark whieh prevents the luggage 
and other boats landing goods till half floods and that consequently 
they cannot stay for receiving goods for shipping longer than half ebb. 
It likewise has been represented to us that another great liindrance to 
the despatch of business arises from the piers being so short and 
narrow^ that when several vessels import together there is not room 
sufFieient to work at the cranes. These difliciilties may be remedied 
hy running the same pier out to low water mark, by which means 
goods may be landed or exported at all times of the tide. You are 
accordingly hereby directed to set about so useful and necessary a 
work without delay. 

It has been further represented to us that the docks and marine 
yard are extremely exposed to all enemies having* no security from 
the battery pier to the fort^ and that when the bandar pier is carried 
out as mentioned in the preceding paragraph, a very small expense 
will be further incurred in carrying on piles and running a boom 
across. From this a double advantage will follow. It will secure 
the towm which iu that part is defenceless ; it will also in a great 
measure prevent desertion^ which we are told often happens, by the 
Europeans running away with our boats in the night, as there is 
nothing to impede their going out. This therefore appearing to us to 
he a work likewise absolutely necessary, you are hereby directed to 
complete it as soon as you have carried out the bandar pier as before 
directed. As the beforementioned works will be attended with an 
expense, w'e shall depend upon your care and best endeavours to keep 
it within as reasonable bounds as the nature of them will admit. ^ 

About the close of the year 1754 Government approved the additions 
and alterations to the pier head and clock proposed by tbe superin- 
tendent.” 

In the next month in consideration that the works to be carried 
on at the pier head will require a strict attendance of a paymaster 
to overlook ihe laboui*ers, and as thivS additional service appears too 
great a burthen for the land pay mastoris ofEce, the Board nominate 
Mr, Thomas B^Teld to this service.^ 

In the beginning of 1755 the Court complain of the want of a 
report by Captain do Punck on the survey he was to make of the 
fortifications. On the 26th March the Court write: For want of the 
survey wliith Captain de Funck w^as to take of the fortifications and 
works at Bombay it is impossible for us to form any idea of their 
condition so as to give any particular directions thereupon. But we 
repeat our commands to you to set about any works that shall appear to 
you upon a strict enquiry to be absolutely necessary for the defence 



iCoiirt to Bombay 5tli April 1754 paras 106, 107, 108, Pub. Dep Court’s Letters 
Tol. 4 ot 1752 - 1 756, I66,--167-, 

“Bom Gov. Diary 15th Oct. 1754, Pub. Diary 27 of 1754, 2SS. 

-Boml'ay Gov. Diary loth Nov. 1754, Pub. Diary 27 of 175 1, 3:10. 
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u£ the place. It is of more consequenee that such works shoiild'^ be 
finished out o£ liaiid, as the present situation of affairs between the 
English .and Freneli nations seems to be at a crisis and in pnideiiee the 
worst event/ we mean an open ru|}tnre/onglit to be provided againstd 

In a letter dated 1st July 1755 ■ Captain de Funek promises to 
submit to Government his first full report of his survey of the 
fortifications on' the island. He says : With regard to the description 
of the survey of the fortifications on this island, their present condition, 
together with tlie alterations and additions I may judge necessary, 
the same sliall be laid before your Honour on Tuesday next, in as 
full a manner as the time will permit of, and as soon as possible 
afterwards I wdll deliver ^’’our Honour a plan of them, and a more 
particular description. 

On the 23rd September 1755 Captain de Funek submits the following 
report *. As I lately received verbal directions from the Honourable the 
President to deliver in a description of the state of tlie castle and town 
of Bombay, witli the \voiks absolutely necessary to be immediately set 
about for the better defence thereof, I now enclose tlie same to your 
Honour and Council and shall in a short time present you with the 
different plans mentioned in the said description. In the meantime 
that no opportunity may be lost in getting the proper materials in 
readiness, I have abridged to the end thereof the works that are 
more immediately necessary to be set about, and shall be ready lo give 
any attendance or direction in the furtherance thereof as your Honour 
may in your good opinion think proper to entrust me with the inspec- 
tion o£.^ 

Deseription of Bomlw and its fortifications by Captain Jacques de 
Funek 1755: A deseription of Bombay town and castle with the 
disadvantage of Dongri hill as the situation stands, how built and 
fortified at present, likewise how the same works are to be amended, 
for its better defence, surveyed in the year 1755. 

The plans show the town and castle of Bomba»y, with the situtation 
of Dongri Fort, exactly measured. 

Bomba,}’ town bearing south of Bombay island, is situated on very 
low ground close to the water opposite to the harbour, and fortified with 
a castle and other irregular walls in form of bastions, surrounded with 
a wet ditch, and eoininanded by a hill called Dongri. 

This town encloses a spot of groimd about 7 39,400 square yards, the 
most part of which is taken u|) by a number of small houses and gardens 
with their streets, formed according to this country method in an 
irregular manner. The Honourable Company's houses and magazines of 
stores and goods are shown by the drafts with a further explanation. 
The fortification by the land side of this town is composed of seven 
polygons, formed irregular and constructed to different bastions, namely 
five bastions ordinarily called Marlborough, Stanhope, Church, Princess, 


^ Court to Bomljay C(Ith Vlarcb 1755 para 82, Bub. Bep. Court's L. Vol, 4 ot* 1752- 
1756, 217 - 218, '■ Unb. Pinrr 2S f)f 1755, 255, " Pub. Tbarr 26 of 1755. 510-550. 
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and Maiidvi bastions^ and two bastions troiiqiier (or denii bastions) 
called the Moors^ and Banian bastions^ and one other half bastion, called 
the Eoyal bastion. All these bastions are joined together, with the 
same number of single walls or curtains, and the whole surrounded 
with a small wet ditch. This ditch is made passable at north, west, 
and south by three stone bridges, opposite to which are three gates, 
called the Bazar, Church, and Apollo gates, as appears by the draft. 

Seaward this town is fortified with a castle, and to the right and left 
of the castle some other walls and detached batteries. The castle 
is called Bombay Castle and is situated on a low ground, about the 
middle part of the town, close to a bed of rocks in the sea opposite the 
harbour and is formed in the figure of a trapezoid which is construed 
into four bastions called the Flag, Brab-tree, Tank, and Cawalier bastions. 
These bastions are joined by the same number of curtains. Round the 
polygon interior of this castle are some buildings for lodging a small 
part of the civil and military, besides the houses for the Governor's 
Council Rctom, and public offices of accomptant, secretary, stores, and 
treasury. Under the wall of this fort are magazines for powder and 
provision namely : Under the south curtain is a magazine called the 
Proof magazine, capable of holding four hundred barrels of powder. 
Under the Brab-tree bastion is a magazine of the same name, capable 
of holding one hundred and seventy-five barrels of powder. Under the 
Tank bastion is a mag*azine called the Grand magazine, capable of hold- 
ing three hundred and seventy barrels of powder. A little below the 
fiank of the Tank bastion are two magazines called the Flower-tree 
magazines, one capable of holding two hundred barrels of powder and the 
other fifty barrels. Two of them are construed with a tank of water, 
opposite each door of them, as shown separately by the draft, and a great 
water tank lies over the middle of the bastion of the same name. Down 
below, before the south polygon, has been begun a small ditch with a 
small part of a covered way. 

Between this siiie of the Castle and the half bastion Royal, are three 
batteries fronting to the harbour, called Royal, Marine Pier, and Bandar 
Pier. The Ro}’al battery is situated upon a bed of rocks fronting the 
harbour, and is joined on one side by the point of the Royal bastion, and 
on the other by a eommuircated line to the Marine Pier Battery ; these two 
lines form tog ether a single tenaille or ditch work. The Marine Pier 
battery is joined with the abovementioned tenaille, and lies upon a point 
of rock close to the entrance of one side of a dock, and forms a sort of half 
i*edoubt, the face of which fronting the harbour is a little curved, and 
the other two side lines form a sort of flanks. This battery has a 
little souterrain for a small quantity of powder, wMch is separately 
shown by the plan. 

Between this Marine Pier battery and the Castle lies the Bandar 
Pier battery detached from the rest, in form of a trumean or pier and 
eonstinieted in front of a bridge by a single line of three embrasures. 
This bridge projects into the sea 250 feet opposite the middle part of 
the Honourable Company's bandar warehouse. 

Between the other side of the castle and Mandvi bastion are two 
batteries called the New Mdndvi and the lhNX)-gun batteries. The New 
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Mirindvi battery lies opposite the Compaxiy^s custom house frontiBg 
the harbour in the form o£ a single line^ constructed with t\vo embrasures^ 
]*ight and left, by the side of an apparell (or masonry wall ?) . The Two- 
gun battery is placed upon a high wa.ll which is Joined by a gate from the 
New Mind vi battery. It likewise is Joined by the other end with the 
flank ot the Mandvi bastion which the draft will shew more parti- 
cnlarly. By the outside of this tow^er, overlooking* the towm and castle 
of Bombay, is situated a hill called Dongri bearing north 3S4 yards from 
the j\Idnd\’i bastion. The hill rises close by the water side, opposite the 
harbour, being* 49 feet high, taken horizontally with the foot of the 
hi and vi bastion. 

This hill is fortified with a tower. To the north side it is Joined 
with a small tower work wiiicli is constructed with a half tower and 
one bastion bound together with three single lines or curtains. lioimd 
the interior of this fortified work are some small buildings for the 
inilitary stores a,nd comma, nding officer. Likewise there are t^vo wnter 
tanks, one in the tower and another upon the curtain near the half 
tow'er, and one ]}owder magazine is Joined by the outside of this fort m 
view to the land side. This fort is mostly surrounded close by the land 
side with a iinniber of country houses and hedges. An old Catholic 
church also lies opposite the north side of this fort. 

The town of Bombay is likewise by the land side surrounded close 
near the wiiole ditch with a great number of houses, pagodas, streets, 
gardens, hedges, and trees, inhabited and cultivated by the country 
people, those houses hedges and trees giving proper covered wny for 
the enemy on any occasion. The defence of this towm‘’s fortifications 
cannot be otherwise than very indifferent and w^eak, as the construc- 
tion of the works has not any connection or harmony one with another 
to be of equal strength and consequence. The fortifications cannot as 
they ought make an eipial defence over all, but give an enemy the 
opportunity to prefer tiie attack upon the weakest side. 

The polygon o})])usite tlie Bazar gate of this towm wall is more w^eak 
and more unservieealile than any of the other polygons by the land side 
of this fortification. Because the face of the ^landvi bastion is not to 
be seen from any of the other lines of this polygon, and of consequence 
is not to be flanked or defended as the other lines, and, as all fortified 
works in general ougiit to be, this polygon ought iieeessaril}^ to be made 
equally d(.‘fcuisible with the others Joined to it. The other polygons at 
the land side of this town are tolerably w^ell defended by short flanks 
of tw’-o embrasures. But these flanks have not a sufficient length for 
the ]:)olygoiis as the flank is the best line in all fortifications and does 
the best service on any defence. All the enrtaiiss round this wall are 
out of pro|)ortion by being constructed too long which makes the most 
part of its length to second flanks serviceable only for small arms. 
The thickness ofi the parapet round this wall is variable. At tlie cur- 
tains it is sis feet, and at the bastions double as thick, neither of 
wdncliis of suflicient thickness. Tins parapet ought over all to be 
eighteen feet thick besides its talus or rear slope. There is not any 
reason wdiy the parapet upon the curtains should be less thick than the 
parapet upon the bastions, since the curtains of the tower are as much 
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exposed against an enemy^s battery as the face and much more than the 
flanks of the bastion. As this mentioned line or curtain is not as it 
ought to be covered by any other outwork or ravelin it is the more 
necessary it slionld have a good thickness to resist the enemy^s fire. 

Though the ditch makes the town walls more capable of *defenee/it 
is neither deep nor broad enough nor sufficiently regular to the works. 
A covered way should be made round this work^ and a retreat ravelin 
opposite each gate. The town -would then be more respectable as the 
enemy in such case could nob raise any battery opposite the gate as 
is now practicable. It is likewise necessary to have a drawbridge at 
each gate^ there being none at |)resent. 

The houses and hedges are so close round the works that it is neces- 
sary to clear further round them^ as an enemy may make approaches 
to the works unseen to the towiTs great disadvantage. The defensible 
parts of the town walls to the harbour side are of the same nature as 
explained of those on the land side. The Castle is not constructed in a 
maimer to make a sufficient defence. Any battery by land or by water 
is able to ruin the wall of this fort in any part of its poly go n^, before it 
is capable to dismount any gun of the battery opposite below^ because 
its works lie too high, and cannot make any horizontal fire against such 
an object. If this fort or castle could be surrounded by a lower wall in 
form of a terasse biaise or sloping parapet, it would be a great part 
stronger and able to make a defence against any attack that ever 
possiWy could be made in this country. In the manner proposed in the 
joint plan a little ditch to the land side before this castle and a draw- 
bridge at the gate are necessary. Ihe thickness of the parapeb round 
this fort is not more than three feet, an insufficient thickness for any 
fortified works. I’his fork’s parapet ought to have an ordinary thickness 
of eighteen feet, the same as the proposed measure at the town wall. 
But as the Castle lies high and the coiistruetion of the rampart will not 
permit one large parapet of that kind, twelve feet thickness will be passable 
but not less as this is one -third part Aveaker than ordinary, neither is it 
necessary to he of stone. In tower or tower bastionary one is obliged to 
make the j^arapet of stone. As the construction of this sort of work is 
ordinarily small, it will not permit a larger parapet than eight to nine 
feet and not less. This is the proper thickness for a parapet of stone. 
Hound this fort the parapet is not of half this thickness. Therefore if, 
as the parapet is at present, any cannonading should hfippen against this 
fort, the stones would annoy and trouble the defenders more than the 
enemybs fire. It wmuld break the carriages and dismount the guns 
upon the ramparts, and make the small arms unserviceable. 

For the foregoing reasons for the fortes better defence, such parapets 
should be made of a proper thickness to prevent the ineoiwenieneies set 
forth, and cover the people on duty upon the ramparts. 

The rampart in this fort is not constructed with any apparell (or 
masonry wall ?) as is necessary to draw guns and carriag^es easily up to 
the walls, and likewise to bring powder ball and other stores for the service 
of the people uj^on the rampart. All this addition Avill be represented as 
serviceable by the proposed plan. The magazines of powder lie under 
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the curtains and bastions of this fortes fortifications, which is not a 
proper ])laee for them. For in ease any danger by an attack at this 
fort should Irippeii, these magazines by hazard or otherwise may 
iinlnekily take fire/demolish the work Sj and give the enemy an advantage 
of monnling such breach as in such ease may with ease be made upon 
the bastions and curtains. Such bad placing of a powder magazine 
has often b}' danger of fire given the enemy possession of a work which 
won Id have l.)een otherwise difficult to gain. All magazines ought to 
be built and placed separate from the fortified works. Too many powder 
magazines in one place are both dangerous and troublesome. This fort 
has five magnziiies but two are sufficient, one for a necessary quantity 
of powder in reserve, the other for the powder in daily use. ilie 
other sort of magazines for provisions maybe constrncteci under the 
walls when the place is not large enough to build them apart. All the 
powder magazines in this fort look to be bomb-proof, as the thiekness 
over their arclies demonstrates, they being far above the ordinary 
thickness of a usual bomb-proof. The floor of all these magazines 
being paved with stones, is very bad and may be of great danger. For 
if a barrel should fall down upon the floor, it may force a grain of sand 
to take lire and the whole quantity of powder blow and east up the 
magazine in the air. If , as is customary, these floors were laid of wood 
the magazines could not be so exposed to danger as at present. Neither 
in these magazines is there any ventilator to give proper air to the powder 
wdiieli is absolutely necessary. The w^ater tanks opposite each door 
must damage the powder as in the rain time there falls a great quantity 
of water wdiieh fills the tanks and easts a damp therein, which must be 
prejudicial to the pow^der. 

The place interior of this Castle is large enough for lodging a proper 
garrison, stores, and ammunition. But the present barracks for the 
artillery are in a very bad condition, and have not room to contain 
above sixty to seventy men. Besides the infantry guard room is not 
siiflleient for a necessary garrison in this Castle, dliere ought to be 
barracks for four hundred men at least, and such barracks should be 
placed separate from the other works, as much as possilde for the 
benefit of air, wdiieh is greatly conducive to the health of the people in 
these warm countries. The best place for the barracks is tlie line wdiicli 
goes parallel close to the rampart of the polygon interior, wdiieh at 
present is the Governors house and offices as the draft explains. The 
barracks ought to be built strong and construed with a parapet, in order 
to cover the interior of the fort from shot and shells from the seaside, 
and at the same time serve for defence, and lodging the garrison and 
keeping other materials in good order. 

The Governors house in the fort at present is built with great 
inconvenience to the fortification, it being considerably higher than the 
fortified works, which ought not to be. If the guns upon the tw’^o poly- 
gons at the seaside of this fort should be fired with any warmth, it would 
bring the building to the ground, the ruins of which wmiild prevent the 
people from doing their duty on the rampart. The land side of this 
fort is greatly incommoded with several buildings of the Honourable 
Com])anv"'s, wliieh lie so near the fortification that on ibis side the 
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defence of the fort is very much hiiiclered. The mint house lies too 
close opposite the west polygon of the fort, and hinders the guns from 
this side from doing any service. This house therefore ought to be 
built in another placepas should likewise the foundry and smiths^ and 
carpenters^ workhouses which lie too near the fort opposite the Brab- 
tree bastion. The infantry barrac'ks lie too near opposite the face of 
the Tank bastion in such situation that the guns from this face cannot 
do much service. Seawards these barracks lie quite open. They have 
not any fortified line before their face and are not to be seen in flank 
from the fort. 

The present place for the common soldiers in these barracks is not 
ahle to contain *above 150 men. There ought to be built sufficient 
barracks for the garrison of this town^ that is proper places for £000 
men at least. 

Tlie barracks ought to be built, and detached from any other buildings, 
one by each gate, but not far from the fortified works, and the sub- 
altern offieers to be lodged in the wings of the same. An artillery 
barrack to this garrison is absolutely necessary, as the present one is not 
sufficient, and is in a bad condition. All these barracks ought to be 
built so that the fresh ?ir can have a clear passage through them, which 
contributes much to the people'^s health. The artillery barracks ought 
to be together, and near the magazines of stores, carpenters^ and smiths^ 
shops, with a proper covering on each side for the spare gun carriages 
as explained in the plan. 

The Honourable Company's grand warehouses on the bandar are 
tolerably well situated by the seaside, between the fort and marine 
pier. Being quite open on each side, it is necessary to have a fortified 
line before them. Nothing at present defends them but the small Bandar 
pier battery. 

From the Marine Pier battery to the Pioyal half bastion the line is 
ill defended and in a bad condition. The Hoyal battery has no other 
defence than in front, cannot be defended or flanked by more than one 
gun from the Marine Pier battery, and all the shot from this gun will 
strike obliquely on the object, and of consequence its defence is of little 
or no service. Neither is this battery fortified with any ditch as it ought 
to be. One man can easily mount through the embrasures of this battery 
tvithout any great trouble. It is therefore necessary to repair these 
defects on this side, wdth some other torver works before the polygon, in 
harmony with the other fortified %vorks round this town. By the 
interior of these batteries are two magazines for powder. The small 
magazine will contain only sixty-four barrels of powder and is so very 
ill construed tlrat by an accident of fire it might ruin the wdiole battery. 
It is likewise exposed to take water wdien the spring tides are high 
wffieh damages the pow^der, and makes this magazine unserviceable. 
The plan sIionv s the other called the Battery magazine, which is capable 
of containing 360 barrels of powder, and from the extraordinary thickness 
of its arch, ai)pears to be bomb-proof ; but the walls round, wdiieli 
support the arch, are not in proportion to bear it ; therefore it is 
necessary to be fortified with eoiiBtei'forts or buttresses on each side. 
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This magazine is bnilt in the Eoyal half bastion 'two sides, of its face 
lying under the rampart of this work. Opposite its door a tank of wator^ 
w’hich 1.)y the falling of the rains has overflown^ enters the imigaziiie 
and damages ihc powder. 3 he floor is likewise of stone^ which ought to 
he of wood, for the reasons heretofore given on speaking of the magaziiios 
in i}it3 fort. Notv^ithstanding these inconveniences this magazine can 
be ]) lit ill order at no very considerable expense. 

As these magazines are not sufficient to hold the quantity of powder 
necessary for this fortification, it is proper to build a new magazine 
sufficient to contain from eight hundred to a thousand barrels of powder, 
bomb-proof, dry, and secure from danger. The best place for such 
a magazine is by the Mdndvi bastion, as explained in the plan. The 
otlier magazines for provisions and other necessaries for the town's 
defence shall be explained in a future address. 

As is to be seen by the draft, the fortified line seawards from the 
fort to the M'andvi bastion is not half finished, the counterforts being 
quite open, and only a part serviceable for two guns finished. The 
construction of this line is mostly defended in high front and in 
oblique flanking to the fort. And at this side of the Mfindvi bastion the 
face is not flanked from any part of the line as it ought to be, which 
will be better represented by the draft. 

The present condition of the polygon opposite the bazar gate, is 
mentioned before, and how near the liill Dongii is situated to the same. 
It is proper to connect the fortified works of this hill ■with this polygon 
of the town wdtli some lines of art, for to have a secure transport for 
people and ammunition in time of war, and it is absolutely necessary to 
be performed with all expedition as tins part may be reckoned the key 
of the island. The present fortification on Dongri hill is bad. 
The interior of the work is not sufficient for the guns and people to 
do good service on any occasion, neither has it any magazine for 
provision of war, more than a miserable place for twenty barrels of 
powder, which on any attack lies by the outside of this fort, in view 
of an enemy. The lower is of small defence, being built too weak, 
and cannot bear great guns or mortars. The other works Ixdow 
cannot defend one another, which makes several dead angles. In 
short as the ]>resent woit is bnilt and constructed, it is very easy in 
many ways to surprise this fort. The houses and streets too closely 
surround this work, so that without any trouble the enemy can come 
under the guns from any part. The old Portuguese Church, as it 
lies now opposite this fort, upon a little height, may serve the enemy 
to a great advantage for to make a lodgment and battery. All these 
ineonvcnieneies should be rectified, and a proper view given round this 
place as the hill has great advantage in lying high, and commands the 
town and harbour, and is not commanded by any hills near it. There- 
fore it ought to be fortifiedin a proper manner, with a good eommuni ca- 
tion to the town in order to render both tlie castle and town stronger, 
and more respectable to an enemy. 

T’he works most necessary to set about immediately are as fal- 
lows : (1) The commn ideation from Dongri Fort to the [lolygon 
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opposite t-lie bazar gate and at the same time to put the fortification 
of Dongri in more defensible order. (2) One low wall or fanssebraye 
on tiie sea side of Bombay castle^ and to make the parapets on the old 
works of this fort of a sufficient thickness. (3) One defensive work 
opposite the Royal and Marine Tier batteries ; likewise to amend the old 
work with a flanking line^ to make it defensible, which it is not at 
present. (4) Three drawbridges one for each gate of the town Avail, 
which are absolutely necessary. (5) Barracks for the military and 
artillery, and to put in order the battery magazine as fast as possible! 

The same day, 23rd September 1755, Government passed the fol- 
lowing orders on the above report t Read a letter from Captain Jacques 
de Funek, also his description of this town and castle and the present 
disadvantage of Dongri hill, showing from a survey taken this year 
how those works ought to be amended for its better defence. As 
Captain dc Funck judges that some works more absolutely necessary to 
be added or altered than the rest, ought to be immediately begun, it is 
unanimously resolved tliat the President give orders for that purpose,^ 

Sk months later, 9th March 1756, Captain de Funck writes to 
Government : I now lay before your Honour a plan of the town of 
Bombay, with its fortifications, castle, and Dongri Fort, whereby you 
will see how the same is at present surrounded with houses and hedges. 
Likemse an annexed description how to render the same more defensible 
and secure, clillering very little from the one I delivered near six months 
past. All the particular plans and profiles to this general one now 
delivered with those designed for the intended new Avorks I shall prepare 
from time to time, and lay before your Honour hereafter.^ 

On the same day Gov'ernment pass the following remarks : Read a 
letter from Captain Jacques de Funck (9th March 1756) delivered 
AA'ith the plan of this toAvn, its castle, fortifications, and Dongri Fort, 
also a description annexed how to render them more defensible, which, 
as he mentions, we perceive differs very little from that delivered the 
23rd September last ; and that he has not yet prepared the joartieular 
plans and profiles of the neAV works. The Board agreed that the Avhole 
now before as be transmitted by the Strethcm for our Honourable 
Masters'^ insj)ection.‘^ 

Throe months later Captain J. de Funck attends at the GoA^ernment 
Consultation on the 8th June 1756, Avhen after debate the folloAAnng' 
orders are passed : Captain Jacques de Funck attending Avith a foul 
draft of the neAv AADi’ks, the same is inspected. And as in the present 
situation of affairs between us and the French Ave deem it tlie greatest 
importance to put oxmselves in a proper state of defence next the harbour 
to secure the place against the attack of large ships, it is resoked that 
those Avoilvs be carried on with the utmost expedition and the consider- 
ation of the rest is deferred! 


2 Pul). Diary 28 of 1755, 349 .362. 

" ]k)ni. (lov. Ooiisiiltation 23rd Sept. 1755, Pub. Diary 28 of 1755, 342. 

Pii)). Diary 29 of 1756, 123. Except the 23rd Sept, 1755 description noted above, 
none of the papers or plans mentioned in tlie text are available. 

^ Mom, Gov. Consultation 9th March 1756, Pub. Diary 29 of 1756, 117- U8. 

® Bom. Gov. Oonsultation $th June 1756, Pub, Diary 29 of 1756, 240. 
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The following notices relo.te to tlae supply o£ workmen and Biipcr- 
vising* officers in coinieetioii mtli the fortification works. At a Cun» 
sultation^ the otk June IvoB, the Board remark: As our Ilonooralde 
blasters now again direct us to get the fortifications in proper order^ 
and as tlie Ohiii' and Baetors at Surat advise they shall not he aJ)le to 
procure any workmen tlierOj, it is resolved tliat the ncAv fortification 
paymaster endeavour to hire a sufficient number of workmen at Goa or 
elsewhere d 

At a Consultatioii, the 20th July 1756, Mr. Byfeld representing 
tliafi Captain de Fiinek has lately sent some Europeans belonging to 
the train of artillery to be employed on the works as overseers who, he 
is appi'ohensive, may want to be allowed Rs. 18 a month and desiring 
our c>})inim in regard to the allowance which ought to be made linnn, 
we think Rs. 9 a month, exclusive of wdiat they receive from lire mili- 
tary pay office, wdll be sufficient for that purpose. He is ordered to 
regulate tlie rate accordingly. We hope tliis eneonragement will excite 
tlie nuui to discharge their duty with alacrity. Captain de Funck is 
likewise informed.'^ 

Shortly after the Bombay Government received a letter of the 81st 
of March 1756 from the Court, approving the works ordered at the 
dock and pier head : We are well pleased to find that the ^vo^ks we 
gave orders for at the clock and pier head, are, in your opinion as well 
as ours, of the most public utility. We shall therefore expect you will 
carry them on and complete them as soon as j^ossible, agreeable to the 
plan transmitted to us, with such additions and variations as you may 
think necessary in the progress of your works. Although they are 
carried on under the direction and management of the marine superin- 
tendent, a due regard must be had to the sentiments of Captain de 
Funck -whenever it may be necessary. We shall depend upon your 
assurances that the whole will be executed with as much frugality as the 
natiiix* of the \vorks will adiiiit.^ 

On the 1 tlx May 1757 the Court write to Bombay * The directions we 
have given for thr<3e years past have been to empower you to set about 
any works at Bombay that should appear to you upon a stilet oncpury 
to 1)0 absolutely necessary for the defence of the place, and the defcriing 
whereof might be attended with dangerous consequences. In pursuance 
of these orders we find you are carrying on several works upon the 
jxrojects of Mr. de Funck. But as they seem tons to be calculated 
with little regard to expense as well as not to come within our intention 
of having absolutely necessary works only erected, we mtendcd to have 
put an entire stop to your proceedings. Mr. Mace^s going to Bombay 
gives us the opportunity of being more satisfactorily informed of what 
is necessary to be done. When therefore he comes from Gheria lie is 
to take a careful survey of all your works and form a project of what 
may be necessary to render the island defensible upon the most frugal 


Bom. Gov. OonsultatioB 5tli June 1756, Tub. Diary 29 of 1750, 239. 

5 Bom. Gov. Consultation 20tli July 1756, Pub. Diary 20 of 1750, 27i. 

^ Court to Bombay 3 Is fc March 1756 para- 87, Pub, Dep. OourPs Letters Vol, 4 of 
1752-17.56, 309. V 
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plan whieli, together with estimates of the time and expense necessary 
to complete it, must, with your observations, be transmitted to us lor 
our directions. Without our directions you are to proceed no furtlier 
on Mr. de BuncFs general plan or any other, unless Mr. Mace shall 
make it appear some works are evidently necessary for the immediate 
defence of the island. Such ^mu have our full authority for erecting, 
without waiting for our further orders.^ 

On the employment of the workmen during the rains the Bombay 
Diary of the 24th June 1757 has the following entry : Mr. Thomas 
Byfeld, new fortification paymaster, representing that the workmen 
procured from the adjacent countries for carrying on the additional 
fortifications and buildings cannot be all constantly employed on that 
service during the rains, desires the opinion of the Board whether any 
of them should be discharged for the present or destined to assist in 
any other manner in which they may be most useful to the service in 
general. The Board detemiiiie that none of them be discharged as the 
procuring them has been attended with so much difficulty and expense 
but that the pa^unaster employ them at this season in such manner as 
may be most conducive to the Honourable Company's interest,^ 

Mr. Thomas Whitehill representing that the drift sand thrown up 
against Maliim fort is almost as high as the embrasures, the Board on 
the 2nd August 1757 directed to set the militia of that district to its 
immediate clearing away.® 

In August 1757 the Kamdti labourers employed on the fortifications 
and other works being asked if they would form themselves into a 
regular body of militia, proposed the following articles : 

1. That when formed they shall remain entirely under the command of 
their own officers and not be called or sent to duty or draughted anywhere 
upon or off the island nor he subject to any military service till the place is 
attacked. In event of attack they will, to the most of their skill and power, 
do what may be required of them provided Gambjiji PutLiji, the head overseer 
of the country worlimen, be appointed their conductor who has made a volun- 
tary offer of his seivdce on such an occasion. 

2. That in case any of them shall be wounded, maimed, or killed in the 
defence of this place, a provision shall be made for themselves or families 
equally as if they were in constant monthly pay in the service as regular sepoys. 

8, That provided the paymaster is previously acquainted therewith they 
shall bo allowed to exercise whenever their officers may judge it necessary with- 
out being subject to a check of absence on the worldng muster-rolls, and that 
whon sickness or the inclemency of the weather will not permit of their dis- 
charging their duty of labourers at the public woihs full pay shall be allowed 
as to all other monthly servants. Also a country doctor and such proper 
medicines as he may think necessary to make use of for their recovery, 

4. That they shall be obliged to form themselves into companies of 216 
each and no more, officers included, namely 1 Subheddr, 4 Jumledars, 8 vVar 
Naiks, 1 Colour-bearer, 1 Trumpeter, 1 Bhalddr or usher, and 200 Private men. 

For the extraordina^ trouble their subhedars will have in disciplining and 
keeping them and their arms regularly together for immediate duty their 
present Es. 11 a month must be increased to Rs. 15 to be continued to them 
whilst in the service. When employed in defending the place against an 
enemy, they and the officers are to be allowed the following monthly rates : 

^ Court to Bombay 4th May 1757, Pub, Dep, Court’s L. Vol. 5 of 1757 - 1761, 33 -34, 
®Bojn. Gov, Consultation 24th June 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 238. 

^ JBom. Gov. Consultation 2nd Aug. 1767, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 291. 
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SiibhecMr * ... ... Rs. 20 

, Jttiiiledar ... ... ... „ 13 

Sar Naik ... ... ... ■„ 8^ 

All tellers ill tlie said company to continue at tlie pay tliey now receive as 
ki,l)oio'ers without any further allowance except it be a perpet (perpetiiano or 
serge j jacket which they request may be allowed. If granted they will esteem 
tLemsedves obliged for the same and deem it as a distinguishing mai’k of 
faAanir. In case^ any of tlieir countrjuaen should be hereafter entered at greater 
l)a.y and allowances, they are then to be put on a footing with them in respect 
tliereto. 

5. That if these proposals should prove agreeable, the undermentioned body 
of 648 men will immediately form themselves into regular companies conform- 
able to the foregoing statement and vigorously oppose the ehbrts of any 
enemy that may attempt to invade this island using such arms as they have 
been accustomed to make use of in their own countries which will distinctly 
appear by the following abstract : ' 

KdmdU Militia^ 17S7* 


Captains. 


Aems and 

THE Men. 


Firelock 

Men, 

Match- 

lock 

Men. 

Pataw 
or Lony 
Sword 
Men. 

Sword 

and 

Targ-et 

Men, 

Bow 

and 

Arrow 

Men, 

Total. 

Shaikh Ahmad Londia 

104 

... 

6 

4 

... 

114 

Kabir Muhammad 

29 

... 

... 

1 

... 

30 

Bhawansingh 

45 

5 

3 

1 

1 

55 

Kamdl Muhamraad 

19 

... 

... 

2 

4 

25 

Btipuji Selfir 

13 

... 

... 

... 

... 

13 

Ibrahim Khfin Patel 

18 

22 

... 

13 

... 

53 

Hanmaritrao ... 

10 

... 

... 


2 

12 

Sher Muhammad ... ... 

25 

... 

... 

6 

i 

34 

Kamah Morah 

0 

... 

... 

2 

1 

12 „ 

Jivan Lavvar ... 

6 

... 

... 

2 

... 

7 

Maymaii Habib ... ... **• 


45 

... 

2 

6 

53 

Rrimji Nilik 

20 


... 

3 

... 

23 

Fakir Mtihanimad 

32 

... 

3 

6 

... 

40 

Ibrrihim Khau 

24 

... 

3 

C 

.... 

33 

Comiji Chorga 

1C 

... 

... 

.« 

1 

16 

llussanji Jsfiik 

24 

1 

... 

9 

... 

34 

Shiv Nfik ... 

19 

... 

... 

2 

... 

21 

Bach Nak ... ... ... 

7 

... 

... 

2 

... 

■■"9 ■ 

Hassan Kfiik , 

24 

... 

3 

... 

... 

■ ,27 

MallHilk' ... . ... ... ... 

6 

... 

. 

... 

, ' 

6 

Shaikh Ilassan ... ... 

9 

... 


3 


, 12 

Shivaji Kadarn 

■ 12 ■ 




... 

'.,12 " 

Abdul KMir , ' ' ... . . , ,, ' 

8 

__ 




... 

B 



■ 73'' 

18 

■ 63 

17 

618', 


^ Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 307- 310. 
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Kdmdti 3IilUia hy Caste Age ami Country, 1737. 




Caste, 



Age. 



Country. 


Captains. 

Gcn- 

tus. 

Moors 

Chris- 

tians. 

Pha* 
rash 
or no 
Caste. 

20 to 
30. 

30 to 
40. 

40 to 
50. 

50 to 
60. 

Mara- 

tha. 

An- 

gria’s. 

Sidi’s. 

Giija- 

r4t. 

Shaikh Ahmad Lon> 
dia 

18 

94 

2 


37 

54 

16 

7 

80 


34 


Kabir Muhammad , 

1 

29 

... 

u. 

5 

15 

8 

2 

9 



21 

Bhawrmsingh 

38 

16 

... 

1 

S 

44 


3 

7 

18 


30 

Kamal Muhammad, 

... 

25 

... 

... 

13 

7 

2 

3 

MM. 



25 

Btipuji Selfu* 

0 

4 

... ' 

... 

2 

10 

1 

... 

13 




Ibnihimkhan Patel. 

10 

42 

... 

; 1 . 

32 

9 

11 

1 

40 



13 

Hamnantrao 

11 

1 

... 

... 

2 

8 

2 

... 

13' 

... ■ 



Sher Muhammad ... 

7 

27 



, 13 

17 

3 

1 

15 

f- 



Kamah Morah 

... 

12 

... 

... 

6 

5 

1 

... 

»•« 

.-t 


'.■'US' 

divan Lawilr 

1 

6 

... 

... 

3 

2 

... 

2 

... 



7 

Maymaii Habib 

1 

52 

... 

... 

25 

20 

7 

i 

... 



53 

Kilmji Naik 

16 

4 

1 

2 

5 

15 

3 


23 




P’akir Aiubammad . 

ii 

17 

2 

... 

14 

16 

8 

’2 

22 

ii 



Ibr;ihim KliiVn 

8 

24 

1 

... 

6 

29 

S 

... 

si) 

... 


”3 

Gomaji Chorga ... 

13 

2 

1 

... 

6 

10 

... 

... 

4 

1 


11 

Hussaitji Niiik 

2 

30 

... 

2 

20 

12 

2 

... 

7 

1 


26 

Shiv Kak 


... 


21 

12 

9 

... 

... 

21 

... 



Bach Nilk ... 

... 

... 

... 

9 

4 

4 

1 

... 

9 




Hassan Nrdk 

... 

... 

... 

27 

15 

7 

5 

... 

27 

... 



Mall Nitk 

... 

... 

... 

5 

1 

4 


... 

5 

... 



Shaikli Hassan ... 

... 

12 

... 

... 

3 

8 

‘i 

... 

11 

... 


'”1 

Shivfiji Kadaiii ... 

11 

... 

1 


4 

8 

... 

... 

13 




Abdul Krulir 

1 

1 

... 

"g 

6 

3 

... 

... : 

6 


"i 

1 


168 

398 

8 

j 74 

241 

30G 

79 

22 

353 

1 

38 : 

35 

232 


On the above proposals the Bombay Diary of the 12th Ang*iist has 
the following entry ; The new fortification paymaster laying before the 
Board an abstract of 648 labourers from the adjacent countries mustered 
yesterday before the President and now employed on the new fortifica- 
tions with their proposals to assist in defending the island in case of 
its being attacked by the French or any other enemy^ the same are 
read and being duly considered^ are unanimously approved. By this 
arrangement we shall secure such a large body of men for the small 
additional expense of Es. 4 a month to their subhedars for disciplining 
them and an increase of their own, their subhed^rs'*^ and their Sar Naiks^ 
pay in case of their being actually employed in defending the place 
against an enemy. With a perpet jacket to each of the corps we are 
resolved to indulge them as a reasonable gratuity for the zeal and 
alacrity they show for preserving our Honourable Masters'" estate and 
property as also in theii’ request that Gambaji Puthi ji imiy be confirmed 
their conductor or leader. 

Being in want of arms for tins militia and a number having been 
lately sold to the baz^r people by the agents for the captors at Gheria 
the new fortification paymaster is directed to endeavour to purchase 
them for the use of his men on the most reasonable terms.^ 

Some weeks later a similar abstract of two more companies was 
presented to the Board, when the following orders were recorded at a 
Consultation held the 27th September: Mr. Thomas Byfeld, new 
fortification paymaster, presenting an abstract of two companies more 
of the foreign labourers, consisting of 432 who have offered to serve as 


*Bom. Gov. Consultation 12th Aug. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 303 - 304. 
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sepoys on tlie terms agreed .on the 12th nltimo/he is directed to 
incorporate them with the rest of that eorps.^ The details are : 

Kdmdfi MUUm, 1757, 


' , Captains. 

Men. 

Arms and thisi Men, 

Caste., 

Firelock 

Men. 

Alatcli- 

loek 

Men, 

Pataw 
or Long 
Sword 
Men. 

Svrord 

and 

Target 

Men. 

Gentus. 

Sfoors. 

Clirist- 

ians. 

Fhariislii 
or no 
Caste. 

Shaikh Ahmtid Londia. 

31 

15 

12 

1 

6 

14 

18 


2 

Ihr.'ihiinklutu Patel 

SO 

89 

... 

... 

... 

32 

55 

... 


Bacii Nak 

2':l! 

24 

««• 

... 

... 



... 


24 

I'fusHanji Nak 

30 

30 

... 

... 

... 

... 



30 

Khaiidoji Kiirrah 

24 

15 

... 

1 

8 

24 

... 

... 


Ana.ndarao Jadhav 

9 

7 

1 


1 

9 




Shaikli Ahdnl Hahinian. 

11 

11 

... 



3 

8 



A] )d u 1 K h a 1 i p h . I a 1 ua d: 1 r. 

8 

7 

... 

... 

1 


8 



Mirxa lltisau IJei*' 

B 

3 

... 

-■r 


,rf 

3 



Abdul fvadur 

9 

8 


<r. 1 

1 

4 

3 

... 


Sliaikh Kahi 

11 

11 





11 



Esviinfc Bahiji 

4 

4 

... 



4 

... 



.Bidm Rai» 

10 * 

8 

... 

u. 

2 

10 




Bapuji Solar 

6 ; 

6 


... 

... 

(i 

... 



SluuikarXaik ... 

0 

£} 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


*6 

il.'tLfhoji Baliisa 

8 

7 

... 

... 

1 

8 




Kahir 'Mnhuinniad 

9 

8 

... 

... 

1 

I 

! ’*’9 



T’.hawan Singh 

40 

37 

... 

1 

2 

27 

12 

i 


Kariut! *Muhunnnad 

4 

4 



... 


4 



Fakir Muliamiuad 

25 

24 

... 

“l 


’is 

7 



Ihruhirnldiun 

11 

9 

... 

... 

2 


11 



Sher Muiiainmad 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

"’i 

... 



G oiu aj i (.-'h< )rga ... 

1 

i 1 

... 

... 

... 

1 




Hussaiiji Naik 

3 

... 

1 

.... 

2 

1 

*2 

... 

... 

Shiv Xak 

13 

I 13 

... 

... 

... 

*>• 

... 

... 

13 

Mall Nak 

2 

2 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Rainji Nuik 

19 

15 

... 

1 

3 

16 

... 


3 

Shiv’^ji Kadam 

13 

13 

... 

... 

... 

13 


... 


Vifchalji Naik 

5 

1 

... 

... 

4 

5 

... 

... 


Total ... 

432 

379 

14 

5 

1 34 

196 i 

151 

1 

84 


Captains. 

Men. 

Age, 

Country. 

20 to 30. 

'30 to 40. 

40 to 50. 

50 to 60. 

MarMha 

Angria’s 

Sidi’s. 

1 

CJ 

Shaikh Ahmad Londla . 

34 

10 

8 

9 

1 

26 

3 

3 

2 

Ibrahimkhan 1‘atul ... 

8!) 

25 

53 

10 

1 

62 

2 

2 

33 

Bueh Kilk 

24 

1 

18 

5 

... 

24 




HussanjiNak 

30 

10 

10 

4 

... 

30 

«M. 



Khaudoji Karrah 

2'4 

9 

9 

6 

... 

24 

.< 1 * 

«• 

' 

Auundarao Jadliuv 

9 

2 

4 

3 

... 

9 


tM. 


Shaikh Abdul lialdinan. 

11 

8 

6 

2 

... 

10 

1 



Ahihd Klialiph Jauu'idar, 

8 

1 

6 

1 

... 

8 


... 


Mir/,a ilnsan Beg 

3 

... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

Abdul Kadar 

9 

1 

4 

4 


9 


... 


Shaikh Jkihi 

11 


5 

6 

... 

i 

2 


5 

Esvaiit Bala ji 

4' 

... 

4 

... 

... 

4 


... 


Bahu Rao 

10 

i 

9 

... 

... 

10 


... 


Bapuji St'lar 

6 

1 

5 

... 

... 

6 

... 


... 

Shankar N.iik ... 

0 : 

... 

6 

... 

... 

6 

... 

... 


Rughoji Balu.sa 

8 

... 

7 

... 

1 

8 ; 

... 

... 


Kahir Muhammad 

9 

4 

5 

... 

... 

4 

... 

... 

5 

Bhawan Singh 

40 : 

13 

21 

0 

... 

35 

... 

... 

6 

Kaunil Aluhamuiiul 

4 

2 

2 : 

... 


... 

... 

... 

' 4 

Fakir Muhammad 

25 

'2 

■ 34 

9 

... 

24 

... 

" 1 


ihralmukhiln ... ...; 

11 


6 

3 

... 

10 

... ' 

.«» 

,,■ 1: ■•■ : 

Sher Muhammad 

1 


••• 

1 

... 

1 

... ■■ 

..." '' 


Cumaji Chorga 

1 

... 

1 

... 

i ... 

1 

... 



Hussaiiji Nuik 

3 

... 

2 ■ 

1 

... ' . 

' ' , 2. 

... 


*1 : 

Shiv Nak 

: 13' 

' 6 

6 

1 

... 

13 


... 


AJall Nak 

2 

2 

i 

'*«*■ 

.... 

2 


' ... 


Ihimji Niiik 

■,'19, 

... . 

■ ■ 17 


1 ■■ 

19 

k. 



Shivji Jvudam ... 

13 

4 1 

6 

3 

■ .... ' 

2 

n 

... ' 


VithWji JN'dik 

■:v5 

1 

8 

1 

, 

■ 

2 , 


"I..', 

Total 

,,433 , 

106 

' 244 ■ 

78- 

■ 4. 

340 

21 

6 

59 


^Bom. Gov. Oonsultatiott 27tli Sept# 1757, Ful?, Diary 30 of 1757, 368, 373. 
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320' BOMBAY TOWN 

At a Consultation the 24dh October 1757^ the Board record the 
following entry on a similar application: The new fortification pay- 
master presenting an abstract of another company of labourers who 
offer to serve as sepoys he is ordered to incorporate them with the 
rest/ The details are : 

Kdmdti Mililia^ 1757. 




Arms asd 

TOE Men. 

Caste, 

Captains, 

Men, 

Firelock 

Men, 

Match- 

lock 

Men. 

Pataw 
or Long 
Sword 
Men, 

Sword 

and 

Target 

Men, 

Gentus. 

' Moors. 

■ 

Christ- 

ians. 

Phardsh 
or no 
Caste , 

Rdmdji Nfiik ... 
BapuJiSelar 

2S 

26 



2 

26 

2 



0 

5 


... 

... 

6 

... 


... 

Abdul Rahiuian.,. 

22 

19 



3 

11 

8 

... 

3' 

Vitboti Ndik 

;i2 

22 


1 

9 

4 

8 


20 

Abdul Khaliph Jamriddi 

23 

22 


... 

1 

8 

15 


... 

Shaikh Bulu 

18 

18 




10 

8 



Abdul Kadii* Snbhedlir. 

21 

21 




3 

15 


3 

Fakir k'smalji 

ID 

19 




S 

8 

3 

^ ... 

Kasinuu 

15 

11 


... 

i 

4 

2 

... 

9 

Rayhoji Balusa 

10 

10 




10 

... 

... 


Govindra'in I'arab 

16 

11 


... 

4 

15 

... 



Abdul Kadir 

7 

7 


... 


3 

4 

... 


Kondaji 

1 

1 


... 


1 

... 

... 


Total ... 

216 

195 

... 

1 

20 

108 

70 

3 

86 





Age. 

Country. j 

Captains, 

Men. 

20 to SO. 

30 to 40. 

40 to 50. 

50 to 60. 

Mai'dtha 

Angria’s 

Sidi’s. 

Gujarat. 

Rafmjifji Na'ik 

28 

1 

26 

1 


28 




Bapuji Seliir 

6 

... 

6 

... 


5 




Abdul Kahimaii 

22. 

3 

16 

3 


22 

... 



Vitboji Naik 

Abdul Khaliph Jararwlar' 

32 

2 

28 

2 


21 



ii 

23 

4 

18 

1 


23 




Shaikh BtUu i 

IS 

3 

14 

1 


18 




Abdul Kadir Sublieddr. 

21 

... 

21 

... 


21 



... 

Fakir Kamfilji i 

19 

2 

11 

6 


19 




Kasiram i 

15 

2 

8 

5 


15 

... 



Ka'jJi'hoji Bfdusa 

10 

3 

6 

2' 


10 

... 



Oovindriim Farab ...I 

16 

3 

9 

8 


15 




Abdul Kadii* ' 

7 

3 

4 

... 


7 



... 

Kondaji j 

1 

... 

i 

... 


1 




Total ... 

i 

210 

26 

1G6 

24 


205 


... 

11 


Towards the close of 1757 the workmen and their overseers 
employed on the fortifications requested to be allowed batty at a 
' certain rate. The Bombay Diary of the 1st November 1757 has the 
following entry : The new fortification paymaster lays before the 
Board a petition presented him by all the officers and people working 
under him 2 )raying that they may each be allowed two phards of batty 
out of the Company's warehouse in part of their pay. This they 
offer to receive at the rate of Es, Sl| the omida while they may be 
employed here^ as they can have no dependanee on being sujDplied by 
the cutcheras (Kachards or grain dealers). As we hope grain will 
not long continue at the present high price when we cannot expect 
tliey will abide by their offer^ it is resolved that batty be issued to 


^Bora.Uov, Consultation 24th Oct. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 395.396, 
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tlioni at tlie mai’lcet ]')ri{?e whieli we Iiope will encourage a more diligent 
discharge of tlunr duty/ 

The Eoni!.)ay Diary of the 20tli December 1757 and the f3rd January 
1 75 S haA'o iiio following entries : 

BtJCPnLher Wlh, — The chief engineer (Captain de Fiinek) having 
this day jua|uaiated the new fortification paymaster tliat there are 
some small houses and hedges eontiguous to the rampart of the Banian, 
bastion which obstruct his finishing the Cavalier^ it is ordered that 
the new fortification paymaster is, with the assistance of the clerk of 
the woi'ks, to survey the same, and deliver in an estimate of the 
expense ^vhieli will attend the removal of the houses to a proper place/' 
Jiuuiari/ — Fortification Paymaster to Government: In 

eoin])liance with your command signified to me by the Seereta-ing 1 
have, with, the Clerk of the works, viewed the several liouses 
contigiious to the Banian bastion which Captain de Funck desires 
(20lli December 1757) maybe removed. I now enclose an estimate 
made by the vereadores, master carpenters, and bricklayers, \\ hom 
1 summoned for that purpose, of the expense amounting to Rs. 400 
that nil! attend tlie replacing* them elsewhere.'^ 

January Srd , — .Bombay Government Consultation: The new 
fortification paymaster delivering* his report siivvey of eight houses 
eontiguous to the Banian bastion wbieli Captain Jacques de Funck 
on the 20th ultimo represented ought to be removed elsewhere, it is 
ordered that the paymaster make good to the proprietors the expense 
which must be incurred thereby, agreeable to his estimate being 
Rs. 400.^ 

At the close of 1757 Major Mace who had been appointed principal 
engineer for Bombay arrived from England, After* Sir. Mace arrived 
the Bombay Government, the 3rd January 1758, directed that the 
Secretai\y write Mr. James Mace to survey all the fortifications and 
works of this tow'll and island, and report to us what are and may 
lie necessary conformable to para 101 of our Honourable Masters'" last 
communication (of 1757), a copy of which has been delivered Iiim. At 
the same time we would have him survey and make a report of tlie 
fcu’tifi cations of the tow-n previous to his proceeding to the out forts. 
Captain Jacijnes de Pimek must be ordered to lay before Mr. Mace as 
principal engineer, all his plans descriptions and designs relative to the 
fortifications of this Presidency, and give him all the information as 
ivcll as assistance in his power for executing the Honourable Col■apaIly^s 
commands relative thereto. Copy of this has likewise been delivered 
to Captain de Funck.*'* 

As differences of opinion between Captain de Fiinek and Mr. Mace 
prevented due advance with the fortifications, and, as the Bombay 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 1st Kov. 1757, Pub. Diary ^O of 1757, 409. ■ 

“ Bom, Gov. Consultation 20th Dec. 1757, Pub^ Diary 30 of 1767, 465, 

^ Eortilication Paymaster’s Letter to Government Srd Jan. 1758, Pub. Diary .31 of 
1758,5. Gov. Consultation Srcl Jan. 1758,. Pub. Diary 31 of 3.758, 2L 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 3,rd Jan. 1758, Pub, Diary 31 of 1758,.' 2 « 3. ' Pub. Dep^ 
Letters to the Court Vol. 5 of 1758, 84*85. 
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S22 . BOM.BAY TOWN 

GovcrmiiGiitlield that GaptaiiideFunck’s progress was unsatisfactory and 
that he simply trifled with them, Captain de Funck was allowed to resign 
early in February 1758, Consultations between the 10th January and 
the 3rd March have the following entries : The President (1 0th January) 
acquaints the Board that Captain Jacques de Funck having oh j eetecl to 
lay his plans before Mr. Mace the principal engineer, he directed the 
Secretary to require Captain de Funck to deliver them in to the Board. 
Captain de Funck aceordinglyattending with three differentfoiil plans for 
fortifying the town, but not near finished, and Mr. Mace being now 
likewise present andasked his opinion of them, Mr. Mace represents it will 
require some time for him to examine and consider of them in a proper 
manner. Captain de Funek refuses to let Mr. Mace have them at all in 
his possession, urging that Mr. Mace ought only to inspect them in his 
presence till they are finished which he says will be in about three 
weeks more. But as in conseqnenee of our Honourable Masters^ 
commands we cannot admit of Mr. Mace attending Captain de Funck, 
as they have been pleased to appoint Mr. Mace principal engineer, 
and we cannot but be extremely dubious of Captain de Funek’s 
finisliiug the plans agreeable to his promise, as he has trifled with us 
in that important point for upwards of four years, it is unanimously 
resolved that the plans be and they accordingly are delivered to 
Mr. Mace for his examination and approval.^ 

Thereupon, on the 31st January of the same year, Captain de Funck 
expresses his desire to resign. His letter was read by the Board at 
their Consultation of the same day : Read a letter just received from 
Captain Jacques de Funck, representing his conduct as engineer in 
reply to our Honourable Masters'’ commands and our order respecting 
him, and desiring at the same time to resign his office of engineer. 
Recourse being had to para 101 of the last general letter (of 1767), 
wherein our Honourable Masters forbid our proceeding on his plan or 
doing anything to the fortifications without Mr. Mace^s judging it 
necessary, it is resolved that the Secretary write Captain de Funek 
in reply, that, if he is determined not to conform to our superiors^ 
commands and not to do what we direct him in consequence of Mr. 
IMace^s proposals and recommendation, he has our permission to 
resign his office of engineer, as otherwise notwithstanding their 
defenceless condition, the fortifications must be at a stand." 

In reply, on the 7th February 1758, Captain de Funek submits his 
resigniation, the Board making the following observations at their 
Consultation of the same date : Read a letter from Captain de Funek 
rejne,^ exiting that he desires to resign the office of engineer, and did 
not tliink it necessary to return any answer about it, though it is 
evident from the resolution in our last Consultation that our acquiesc- 
ing therein was only on condition that he finally acquainted us that 
he was determined not to conform to our Honourable Masters or 
our orders in respect to Mr. Mace’s proposals for fortifying the town. 


Gov. Consultation 10th Jan. 1768, Pub. Diary 31 of 1758, 10-lL 
2 Bom. 00V. Consufetion 31st Jan. 1758, Pub. Diary 31 of 175S, 64-65. 
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TlnAkiiiii it liiglily i\^q in coiiseqiienee o;f resigiMitioii OiiapterlT* 

Ca^ptain de Piinck should deliver in to ns any plans or designs he may, ^ortiitotions • 
have reraaiiiiiig relative to his having .been so. employed at this. Presi- ' Buildings. : 
dency, the Secretary is directed to .require his eomplianee herein. .And . i 

it being* the opimoii of every member ■ (Sir James FoiiHs and M,r. Kesigns,' ^ 
Hornby excepted) that by refusing to obey the HonoiiraWe Compaiiy^s 1758/ 

orders^ as an. engineer^ he lias forfeited his title to the command of 
the first artillery company, it is resolved that he be dismissed from 
the eommaiid of the first artillery comxiany, and Major Foiilis is 
aeeordiiigiy ordered to signify this decision to him} 

Two weeks later (28rd February 1758) Captain de Funck writes 
the following letter to Government : Agreeable to your orders I now 
send you the remaining plans of this island as per enelosc3d list. As 
}^ou have thought proper to dismiss me from the Honourable Company’s 
service without any apparent cause or form of trials I hope you will 
be pleased to order me a passage to Europe on board one of the 
Company's ships, with j)roper accommodation agreeable to the rank I 
came ahi’oad in." 

On the 28tli February the Board pass the following* order on the 
above letter : Read a letter from Captain Jacques de Funck advising 
that he delivers all his remaining |)lans. But as they are now inspected 
and found to be only rough and imperfect sketches without any scale 
or graduation to them, we are induced to eonelude that he must have 
some other useful plans of the island, which the Secretary is directed 
to intimate to him, and that we expect he should deliver them, when 
we will determine in regard to ordering him a passage to England 
conformable to his desire.*^ 

On receipt of a reply from Captain de Funck, the Board remark 
on the 3rd March 1758 : Bead a letter from Captain Jacques de Funck 
declaring that he has no other plans than those he has delivered. It is 
resolved therefore that they be copied and the originals sent to the 
HonouraUe Court of Directors for their observation. And it is agreed 
that an order be given to any commander of the three homeward 
l)Oii.nd ships for receiving Captain de Funck and affording him all 
suitable accommodation in the passage on his signifying on which sliij) 
he intends to embark/^ 

The Consultation of the 3rd January 1758 has the following refer- 
ence to a fresh measure for raising .funds to meet the cost of the 
fortifications : Our Honourable Masters having for some time been at 
a prodigious expense in increasing the fortifications and works on this 
island for the security of the inhabitants, a general contribution towards 
reimljiirsing our Musters is taken into consideration. This being judged 
highly reasonable, it is resolved that from this day till counterniandod, 
the Bomljay .and.Mdhim custom masters, levy an additional duty of one 
per cent on: all imports,., and exports, in the customary manner and the 


^ Born., Go\^ CoEsiilfcation 7tli Feb. 1758, Fab. 'Diary.. 8 :i of 1758,; 92- 93. 
Fiib. Diary 3,1 of 1758,,,I,6‘5. , 

^Boin. Gov. Consultation 2Sth Feb. 1758, Pub, Diary 31 of 175B, 161. 
"^Bora. Cqv. Consultation 3rd Mareii J 758, Pub, Diary 31 of 1758, 163. 
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Collector o£ the rents and revenues likewise collect a tax on the produce 
o£ all the landed estates belonging to the inhabitants of this island at 
the rate of two shillings to the pound on the same account^ to take 
place from the 1st instant and be continued till further orders.^ 

On the 25th January 1758 in his first short survey report Mr. Mace 
writes : Agreeable to the instructions I received in England from the 
Honourable Court of Directors, and likewise your commands of the 
31st December 1757 signified to me by Mr. Secretary Draper, I began 
immediately carefully to view and examine the state and condition of 
this place both as to the old works and those now carrying on. As 
economy was by their Honours most strongly recommended to my 
attention, I ^hall always endeavour to keep it strictly in view, as much 
as the situation and circumstances of affairs will aclmit. Yet I must 
ever think it incumbent upon me to propose and recommend whatever 
I may be so happy to think on, for the safety of this place and the 
Hoiiourable Company's interest. I find that Captain Funek proj^oses 
to carry the works near the old Pier head further than I can conceive 
at present to be necessary. This would be attended with a very extra- 
ordinary expense and by the length of time it wall take to finidi, during 
wdiieh it lies open and no advantage gained as to the offensive part, it 
will not, I humbly presume, answ^er the purposes now to be thought on, 
namely what is absolutely necessary calling for immediate attention. I 
therefore humbly beg leave to propose that the foundation of the ’wall 
without the marine Pier head be not carried out any further, and that 
that "work be closed wdth all expedition and in sucii a manner joined to 
the marine Pier head as I shall have the honour to represent to yon. 
By this I hope it will clearly appear that a vast deal of time will be 
gained and a very considerable expense sj)ared, beside being as I humbly 
apprehend full as useful.^ 

On the above report, the next day, 26th January, the Board observe: 
The President lays before the Board a letter dated the 2 5 tli January 
from Mr. James Mace, principal engineer, proposing and recommend- 
ing for the reasons therein set forth that Captain Jacques de Funek 
may not be permitted to carry out the foundation of the ’STall wdthoiit 
the maaine Pier head any further than at present. On the contrary, 
that this wmrk may be closed with all expedition, and in such manner 
joined to the marine Pier head as he may point out. Flis reasons for the 
same being very satisfactory, it is resolved that the Secretary acquaint 
him that W'e shall give Captain do Funek an order for complying 
therewith.^ 

Five days later, 30tli January 1758, Mr. Mace further -writes : The 
bad condition which I find the works of this towai now in, is such in 
my opinion that I ought not to defer a moment to represent to yoiu' 
Honour the necessity I think there is that without any delay -wdiatever, 
care should be taken to amend the several parts of these wmrks, which 


1 Bara. Gov. ConsiiltatioB 3rd Jan. 1758, Fab. Piary 31 of 1758, 2-3. Pub. Dtp. 
Letters to the Court Vol. 5 of 1758, 84 -85. 

" Mr. James Mace to Government 25 tli Jan. ] 7o8, Fab. Diary 31 of 1758, .51. 

Bom. Gov. Consultation 26.th Jan. 1758, Fiib,; Diary 31 of 1*758, 13. 
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most immediately require either alteration or addition to make them 
defensible. That as the whole is to be defended^ attention must be 
had to every part but especially those which stand most in need, I 
therefore humbly apprehend that several amendments might be carried 
into execution at the same time and more especially in an uncommon 
degree where there is so urgent an occasion for it. In my humble 
opinion the gates are not sufficiently protected. The condition of the 
parapets is most wretched. On the land side the walls fail to provide 
any sufficient cross fire; and the northward end of the town near the 
bazar gate requires the utmost attention. Before the baz'ffi* gate all 
is in the greatest disorder imaginable. Dongri fort not only com- 
mands that part which is now so defenceless but even the whole town 
itself. I do myself the honour to lay before you this my general 
opinion of the condition of Bombay as far as concerns the land side 
which I cannot but think merits not a little consideration. Any parti- 
culars you are pleased to require I shall have the honour of explaining.-^ 

On the next day, 31st January 1758, the President lays before the 
Board the above letter from Mr. James Mace, principal engineer, 
setting forth the defenceless condition of Dongri and the town in 
general on the land side, and earnestly recommending those works being 
put in a proper posture as soon as possible. The Board remark : As 
we are desirous that as therein proposed, Mr. Mace should explain the 
same, the Secretary is ordered to require his attendance at our next 
meeting.^ 

At the next Consultation, the 7th February 17 58, Mr. Mace attending, 
the following entry is recorded: Mr. Mace, principal engineer, 
attending with a plan, in order to explain to us the necessity of fortify- 
ing the town on the land side, pursuant to an order of the Slst 
January 1758, the same is examined and approved as far as our 
judgment enables ns to judge of it. At the same time as he 
rej)resents that lie deems it absolutely necessary to cany the same in 
execution without loss of time, in which ease our Honourable Masters 
have directed us to proceed in whatever he may recommend wdthoiit 
waiting their orders, he is required to represent by letter the reasons he 
has now urged for -that measure for our Honourable Employers^ and 
our owm satisfaction. That no time may be lost Mr. Mace is directed 
immediately to give the necessary orders for the workmen employed 
on the new fortifications proceeding therein under his direction with 
all expedition.^ 

A week later (14th February 1758), Mr. Mace submits the 
following letter to Government : Agreeable to your orders of the 8th 
instant by letter from Mr. Secretary Draper, I do myself the honour 
to set forth the inducements I had for proposing to fortify this towm 
from Dongri to Back Bay according to the plan which I had the 
honour of laying before you the 7tli instant. To put this town in a 
jiroper condition of defence it will yet require many alterations and 


1 Mr. Mace to Government SOfch Jan. 1758, Pub. Diary 31 of 1758, 60* 
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additions to its fortifications as they are ill constructed. The curtains 
are in general too long, the flanks too short, the gates not well secured 
and no covert way. The ground about the town would be of great 
advantage to an enemy if they came before it, as along almost the 
whole length of the place there is a hollow where they might lie 
under cover from the guns of the town. I may venture to say that in 
a few hours they might be entirely covered within 300 or 400 yards 
of the walls from the north beyond Princess bastion to the south end 
quite to the water side, and have an advantageous rising ground 
before them, from whence they might batter the walls in breach. 
The works on Dongri are of little defence and not being supported by 
any works on the town, an enemy might easily become master of the hill. 
That part of the town before which Dongri is situated is in the worst 
condition of all, both as to the badness of the walls and its not being 
defended or flanked by any adjacent parts. Were an enemy to possess 
themselves of Dongri, which I apprehend not difficult, they might from 
thence batter the M5ndvi bastion and their shot plunging throughout 
the whole town, not only greatly favour any attack but if they pleased 
lay the town in ashes. These circumstances, I think, make it absolutely 
necessary either to enclose Dongri hill with a good work and bring it 
within the town, or to destroy the tower and works entirely and endeav- 
our to level the reckon which it stands. The removal of the rock must, 
I presume, be a work of too much time to be thought on at this juncture. 
As it is always esteemed absolutely necessary to have the ground clear 
for a considerable space without the walls of a fortified town, and a 
great many houses on that consideration have been pulled down, room 
must be wanted whereon to build others in their stead. Besides an 
increase of inhabitants I apprehend may be expected. To remedy the 
ahovementioned inconveniences attending Dongri and the bad situation 
■of the towifls fortifications, it will require many necessary additions and 
amendments to the old works or a work entirely new. The first addi- 
tion is chiefly to throw a covert way all round the town, taking in the 
rising grounds by advanced works, and the length of the curtains of 
the town is such that there ought to be ravelins before them, and the 
flanks being too short, cavaliers must be raised and the parapets round 
the town, particularly on the curtains, be made thicker than they now 
are. Until all this has been done and more may still be found neces- 
sary which will not only take time but a considerable expense, I shall 
not esteem the place to be sufficiently strong. 

The alternative which I should prefer, is to construct a new 
line from sea to sea, from Dongri to Back Bay. This will secure 
Dongri, enlarge the town, and not be liable to the insult of any 
eminence or hollow way ; it will oblige an enemy to bend their attack 
by land on one aide only (whereas in the present situation they may 
attack with great advantage on three) ; and it will leave the garrison 
at liberty to fly with more ease and expedition to the immediate relief 
of any part so threatened. After the expense of time and men to 
■an enemy in the attack of the new line should they succeed, the 
retreat of the garrison into the old works would still lay the enemy 
(then much weakened) under the necessity of forming a new attack 
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nnder all tlie difficulties tliat tlie present situation offers; Tte 
expense of the line wliicli I propose to be fortified cannot greatly, 
if at all, exceed that of putting the old works in any tolerable 
condition. For the covert way round the present walls would 
be one-third longer than the covert way in front of the new line of 
four bastions and a half that I propose. The new line will also 
secure the following advantages. The town will be considerably 
enlarged, the inhabitants in security with their effects, and that 
security will invite others to settle in ife. How far this will 
tend to the advancement of trade and in consequence to the emolu- 
ments of the Honourable Company, is humbly submitted to better 
j udges, but this method is particularly recommended to your HonouFs 
consideration as the most effectual to secure the possession of 
Bombay. I should propose, for the greater despatch, to have the 
new work begun and carried on at several parts of the parapet of 
the gates, and the flanks of the bastions at the same time. By 
this means I hope before long to have the work in a respectable 
condition, even before it be near finished.^ 

On the above letter, the Board at a Consultation on the 17tli Feb- 
ruary 1758 remark : We unanimously think that Mr. Mace^s 
reasons for proposing to fortify the town from Dongri to Back Bay 
are very explicit and satisfactory. The more so, as it appears a 
considerable expense will be saved by preferring the execution of 
that plan to that of altering and amending the present old works, 
by a vast charge in making ravelins, raising cavaliers, and other 
works as therein mentioned without being then sufficiently strong. 
It is resolved, therefore, that the Secretary signify to Mr. Mace our 
entire approval of his reasons for fortifying the town by a new line 
from Dongri to Back Bay agreeable to his plan, and repeat our 
orders for his executing it with all possible expedition.^ 

Finding it necessary to have a committee to look after powder 
ammunition and other military stores the Court write on the 12th 
May 1758: We have already laid down some directions respecting 
the powder and ammunition and the surveying of our military stores 
that they are always good and sufficient. We now judge it necessary 
to place this important trust with a committee who are accordingly, 
ever}?' three months or oftener if you judge it necessary, to examine and 
survey our magazines, the fortifications, ramparts, guns, carriages, plat- 
forms, arms, granary, in short to take under their consideration and 
inspection even the most minute articles and constantly to remark to the 
Board all defects and defieienees. It being our meaning and intention 
that our island should be kept in all respects in a state of defence 
and provided with ammunition and provision, we will have no quantities 
of ammunition (particularly powder) or military stores sent from your 
garrison to other places without a report first made to you by tliis com- 
mittee, assigning reasons for their approval or disapproval. The whole 


^ Mr# Mace to Government 14tli Feb. 1758, Pub. Diai;y 31 of 1758, 136-139. 
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o£ their transactions are to be entered npon your Consultations. But 
for onr observation let them be transmitted to us separately and we 
appoint the Major, Superintendent, and Engineer for the time being to 
be this committee/ 

As regards the extra allowance to be paid to military men who were 
employed as overseers during the progress of the fortiiSeation-works the 
Bombay Diary of the 24?th October 1758 has the following entry : 
Bead a letter from Captain Richard Maitland., commandant of the 
King^s detachment, advising that he is uiiacqainted with the allowances 
usually made to officers employed as overseers of works in Europe ; also 
a letter from Major Mace representing that half a crown or two shil- 
lings a day have been allowed in Europe ; that was looked on as mueli 
too trifling and that the number of men each officer had to overlook 
in Europe was very small in comparison to those employed here. In 
consideration of these details and of the progress made in the works since 
the King^s officers have acted as overseers it is agreed to fix the allow- 
ance of each at four shillings a day.^ 

It has been noted above that when the question w^as raised if owing 
to rains or otherwise the fortification building work could not be 
carried on, whether the labourers should be discharged, or how else they 
should be employed, it was decided that they should be formed into 
military companies and taught to serve as a militia. When this sub- 
ject came to the notice of the Court of Directors they wrote on the 
25th April 1759: We observe that you have entered a number of 
labourers as occasional soldiers at seemingly a small increased expense, 
and appointed Gumbaji PutM ji their leader. The measure may be right 
and judicious in training up such men under proper restrictions, but in 
no sliape could a Purvoe be a fit person to govern and conduct them. 
When the weather will not permit of their working, these people are to 
he allowed the same pay when they exercise. They are to exercise but 
when they please, to be liable to no military duty, to be subject to no 
command but that of Gumbaji Putlaji, to be clothed with a coat and cap 
at our expense, and if they are maimed or wounded in our service to be 
in all such respects put upon a footing with our soldiers. The number- 
less abuses that may creep in under cover of this plan, the great expense 
that we conceive will be entailed upon us in paying such numbers every 
day they do not work and the little expectation we can have that with such 
sort of discipline these men will prove better than the ordinary inliabit- 
ants, are sufficient considerations for us to disapprove of the scheme. 
Upon receipt of this letter we direct that the wiiole be a'bolished. And 
in its place we recommend that you are attentive in training and dis- 
ciplining the body of milita (and the inhabitants of your island may 
form a very good one) and these in ease of an attack may prove of real 
service.^ 


^ Court to Bombay 12th May 1758 para 122, Pub. Bep. Court’s Letters. Yol. 5 of 
1757-1761,123 ‘124 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 24th Oct. 1758, Pub. Biaiy 31 of 1758, 475. 

^ Court to Bombay 25th April 1759 para 104, Pub. Dep. Court's Letters. Yol. 5 of 
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A year later regarding the employment of military men as overseers 
of works in progress the Court write on the 25th April 1760 : The 
appointing persons to oversee the labourers and check their musters we 
do not object to^ and if Mr. de Funek^s assertions are true it was Ingh 
time for Major Mace to enter upon such laudable regulations. But 
we eoiidemn your lavishness and extravagance^ nor can we approve of 
your eoiploying people in our affairs, when our own servants are willing 
and equally capable to maiiag^e them. Instead of looking towards 
Europe for precedents in the allowances to officers for extra duty, prud- 
ence should have directed you to your own customs and practice. Then 
you might have seen that if military officers were necessary to oversee 
the works, that as our own, when at out-posts or other service generally 
benelited ‘about fifteen rupees a month or fifteen pence a day, they 
doal)tless would gladly have attended this duty on the like terms ; and 
thus by entertaining six strangers at ten slnllings a day, you increased 
our expenses full £800 a year and disgusted our own military who 
have certainly a preference to our favour.-*- 

In the same letter of 1760, paragraj)h 89, the Court positively order 
that no works of any consequence or expense be begun without their 
permission being obtained, unless they are of such a nature as not to 
admit of waiting for the same. They write : Uj^oii receipt of tins letter 
you are to stop all such works as can possibly be let alone for the charges 
of Bombay and the subordinates are become enormous and beyond 
bearing. Our engineers, when they get abroad, seem either infatuated 
or suffer themselves to be grossly misled.^ 

Eegarding the progress made in the fortifications since March 1759 
the Bombay Government write to the Coimt on the 27th February 
1760, paragraph 160 : The bastion of the castle called the Cavalier 
bastion has been raised 16 feet, filled up with earth, and completed for 
mounting eleven guns ; and the passage which communicated with the 
lower part has been converted into a small magazine for fixed shells. 
The low curtain between that bastion and the flag-staff bastion has been 
raised nearly to a level with the Cavalier, completed, and mounted with 
ten 3 2 -pounders. The embrasures are disposed so as to have a more 
extensive command over the greatest part of the anchoring ground 
before the fort. Two bomb-proof casemates either for troops or stores 
are nearl}^ finished, one behind part of that which was a low curtain as 
abovementioned and the other behind the low curtain on the other side 
of- tlie Cavalier bastion. By this means also a good communication is 
made for transporting guns and that curtain Avill be broad enough for 
conveniently working the guns thereon which it was not before. The 
parapets of the face and flank towards the sea on the flag-staff bastion 
which before was a mouldering sod work, have been faced with brick and 
masonry. Another embrasui;p lias been made on that face and five 
32-pounders mounted thereon. A batterdeaux or dam with a sluice has 


1 Court to Bombay 25th April 1760 pam 98, Pub. Pep. C6m*t*s Letters Vol. 5 of 
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been made across the ditch near the Apollo gate to secure the water in 
case of any accident to the sluice at the angle of the Eoyal bastion. 
The dock wall has been continued and Joined to the last face which is 
almost up to its proper height. The wall called here the clock wall is 
built so as to answer thepurpose incase another side should be added when 
another outward dock mil be complete. The two low flanks at the Royal 
bastion have been raised nearly ten feet higher and three embrasures 
provided in each. The j)arapets on the Royal bastion have been faced 
with brick and masonry. The covert way and parapets to the north- 
ward have been continued and the communicator to Dongri hill has been 
carried above half-way. The two flanks and one face of the ravelin 
before the Bazar gate have been completed and terrace platforms laid 
One face with five embrasures and flanks to each and the other face with a 
drawbridge are far advanced. Several of the deep holes and pits adjacent 
to the walls have been filled with sand from a rising ground opposite 
to the Prinee-’s bastion. A battery to secure the ground before the 
Apollo^ gate and prevent any attempts to land near Old Wonian-’s 
island is not quite finished. A wall has been raised about eioht feet and 
carried from the north shoulder of the Cavalier bastion^ northward 
obliquely before the low curtain between that bastion and that of the 
tank. In this wall there will be three returns or faces towards the 
beforementioned anchoring ground opposite the Cavalier bastion. This 
is extremely necessary as the battery which was behind it and raisecl 
with cocoanut trees was ■wasted away and rendered useless.^ 

Bombay Consultation, 10th June 1760: Ordered that the principal 
engineer be again required to deliver us copy of the plans and sections 
of the fortifications on the island, transmitted to our Honourable 
Masters by the Clmton? 

About the middle of 1760 the principal engineer Major Mace writes 
the following letter (7th July) to Government regarding the Donoui 
fort : I have always looked upon the commanding height and situatfon 

of Bougii hill 01 foit to be such as might prove of dangerous consequence 
to Bombay whenever attacked. And therefore in my humble opinion 
I deemed it absolutely necessary that the hill should either be fortified 
or the fort entirely demolished. The former I have begun but am so 
much impeded by some houses and several huts that I fear it will not 
be m my power to secure the remainder of the hill as it ought to be 
against the attempt of an active enemy unless those obstructions are 
removed. For by the vicinity of those houses an enemy may un-^een 
come up to the very top of the hiU. There are some houses Vhieh on 
the same account were ordered to be removed above two years and now 
remain a complete nuisance to the defence of the hill Upon this 
account lest there may not he time sufficient to put that part out of 
dangei', I humbly apprehend it ought as much as possible to be rendered 
unserviceable to an enemy and to be done in time whilst in our power. 
It may he made ready for blowing up whenever it is found re(iuisite 
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and only siieli a part now be destroyed as may be most advantageous to 
the present purpose. I humbly beg leave to observe that in my opinion 
I cannot see of what benefit that work is now to be to the town. 
But I venture to affirm it would afford very singular advantages to 
an enemy attacking the town. I hope your Honours will please to take 
this affair into consideration and at the same time be entirely assured 
that it is tiirough a strict adherence to my duty that I now press this 
point. I never had and hope I never shall have a desire to remove a 
single stone or any other particular whatever but such only as appear to 
me detrimental to service. I must also beg leave to recommend to your 
Honour'’s consideration the obstruction I now meet with from the 
houses before the bazar gate ravelin and immediately in the way of the 
glacis, teh owners of some of tliem as I have been well informed having 
dwelling houses elsewhere let out at a very small rent.^ 

This letter was read at the next day^s Consultation when the Board 
remark : Read a letter from the principal engineer representing that 
he is greatly impeded in carrying on the public works by several houses 
near the bazar gate ravelin and in the way of the glacis^ likewise by 
several near Dongri fort^ not being pulled down agreeable to former 
orders, proposing at the same time to destroy a part of Dongu’i fort 
immediately and to prepare the rest for being blown up to prevent an 
enemy getting possession of it. It is resolved that after a valuation he 
be required to j)roeeed immediately in pulling down all the afore- 
mentioned houses and such others near Dongri as he may judge neces- 
sary, and that he be ordered to acquaint the proprietors of those houses 
already directed to be pulled down that if they do not forthwiTi set 
about the same, it will be done at their own expense. The determining 
with respect to Dongri fort is deferred till the principal engineer 
delivers a more particular account of his proposals regarding it.^ 

Four days later the principal engineer submits his farther explana- 
tion as required by Government on the 12th July. He writes : In obe- 
dience to your Honours^ directions to me for a further explanation of 
what I propose in regard to the demolishing of Dongri fort, I propose 
to dismount and take out the guns from the tower, to break 
up the floor and clear out the earth down to the rock, to break down 
the walls which join the low works to the tower so as to make a 
separation sufficient to prevent an entrance by that means into it, to 
make mines under the two small ]Dlatforms beforementioned in order 
to their being destroyed when necessary or when the other part of the 
hill is put in a proper condition of defence. When this is done I am 
humblv of opinion that the tower and other works should be demol- 
hhed.^ 

On receipt of the above letter the Board pass the following orders 
on the 15th July: Bead a letter from the principal engineer wdierein 
he particularly explains the proposals he made the 8th inst. in 
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reo'ard to demolishing Dongri fort. But as we deem it a matter of 
iniportaiice and as two members of the Board are now indisposed 
the determining thereon is deferred till another meeting^ 

Two weeks later on the 29th July consideration of the principal 
engineer's letter regarding Dongri fort was resumed when the 
following orders were passed: Heperused the principal engineer's 
letter delivered the 15th inst. explaining his proposals about demolish'- 
ing Dongri fort. As he has represented under the 3rd inst, that 
he cannot see what benefit that fort can be to the towii^ and that it 
would afiord very singular advantages to an enemy against the town, 
and he being the properest judge in these cases, it is resolved that he 
proceed in demolishing the fort in the manner he proposes.^ 

At a Gonsultation, the 22nd July 1760, the Board observe : 
There being many iiammals and carwars {khdrvds or sailors) on the 
island who are not employed at this season and we have reason 
to believe would work on the fortifications were they assured of being 
called off to their own proper business as the season opens, the 
President proposes putting them under the Bombay custom master^ s 
orders for fortification purposes which is approved.^ 

Some sepoys being employed as labourers on the wnrks, their daily 
pay for acting in that capacity is settled at 12 pice each being less than 
what is allowed common labourers.^ 

Several artificers living at Mazgaon complaining of their being 
assessed for the county jail and of their wives being obliged to 'work 
on the fortifications, an inquiry into the same is referred to the collec- 
tor." 

The President acquainting the principal engineer that lie thinks it 
advisable to take into consideration the state of the fortifications now 
going on and wdiieh of them are most absolutely necessary to be com- 
pleted at this juncture, the engineer represents (23rd Septemlier 1 7 GO) 
that the work at Dongri fort and at the ravelin before the baz:1r gate 
will be very shortly finished, the essential part being done, and that 
he is now completing the flank of the Dock Head bastion, tlie 
battery below the Tank bastion of the fort, and the covered way. 
These he thinks are most absolutely neeessaiy. Pie is ordered to 
finish them before he begins any new work,® 

Eegarding the demolition of the Portuguese eliurch the BorQ])av 
Government write (20th November 1760) to the Court : The Portu- 
guese church without the bazar gate being considerably within 400 
yards of the gate and as we are satisfied that, if attacked by an 
European enemy the church would prove of the utmost ill eonsoquenee 
to the defence of this place, as some of the walls were four feet thick 


U Bom. Oov. CoKsuItation loth July 1760, Pub. Diary U of 1700, oCS. 

^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 29tli July 1760, Pub. Diary 35 of 1700, 5f>-2. 
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4 Born. Gov. Diary Stli Aug. 1760, Pub. Diary 35 of 176*0, 592. 

SBom, Gov. Uoiisiiltation 23rd Sept. 1760, Pub. Diary 35 of 17G0, 710. 



built o£ eliiinam and stone, we resolved on the 29tli July on its being 
pulled down and ordered tlie principal engineer to pitch on a proper 
place for the materials being removed that the church may be rebuilt 
and the new valuation amounting to Es. 18,675-3-95 or Es. 7565-3-75 
less than the estimate made by the clerk of the works in 1755 be paid 
to the proprietors. Tliis difference has arisen from our allowing 2 1 
feet thick only, sufficient for the walls of the new church and the 
valuation of an oart belonging to your Honours given in ereliange for 
one appropriated to rebuild the church in, will be deducted from the 
valuation. The demolition of the church is nearly effected and we 
hope that your Honours on considering its extremely dangerous situ- 
ation and prodigious strength of the walls will concur with us in the 
necessity for having it removed.-^ 

In the same letter the Bombay Government continue regarding the 
other works : Since the month of February, the last face of the Dock 
Pier Head has been raised and closed to the wall for a third dock and 
the retaining wall to the ramj)art of those faces of the Pier Head has 
been raised and filled with earth. An arched bomb-proof passage has 
been carried under that rampart to communicate with the small pier 
for covering the gate of the outward dock from the wolence of the 
sea. Upon the three faces of the Hock Pier Head embrasures are now 
forming for eight guns (seven of which the engineer saj^s will be 
ready by the end of this month) ha\dng an entire command over the 
chief anchoring ground before the fort which on that side will be well 
flanked thereby. On the other side of the fort near where a battery 
of cocoanut trees and earth had been raised but washed away, 
batteries of masonry well flanked are raised from the outermost rocks 
at low water to the height of the floor of the embrasures. Two sides 
face towards the aforementioned anchoring ground and command it 
well being almost as near to it as the cavalier bastion before which it 
lays. This battery has the advantage of not being seen from ships 
until they come on the ground and are ready to drop their anchors as 
the batteries lie retired behind the shoulder of the cavalier bastion 
under a low curtain and the tank bastion of the fort which they 
cover. The communication up to Dongri hill is Just done except finish- 
ing some banquettes and two or three platforms. The whole hill is now 
made capable of being disputed with an enemy by its breastworks and 
platforms (both with embrasures and barbette) for running on field 
pieces or mounting guns occasionally. All this lies open to the guns 
of the two nor thorn bastions, to the cavalier on the Princess bastion and 
to one face of the ravelin before the bazar gate. So that an enemy must 
1)e very numerous to prevail over these difficulties particularly as the 
tower is now rendered useless against the tovm, should an enemy get 
possession of it. Whereas before had an enemy forced or surprised 
that advantageous post and ground it would have been almost im- 
possible for the town to have withstood the annoyance that might 
have been poured on it from that quai-ter. The parapet and banquettes 


^ Boroliay Govermiient to Court 20tli Nov. 1760 para 119, Pub, Dep. Letters to the 
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of the place of arms and covered way before the Princess bastion are 
done and the glacis is nearly formed. The parapets and other parts 
of the covered way before the Banian Bastion are carrying on. Part 
of the floor of tlie w^est curtain in the fort, under which are a magazine 
and some storerooms, having fallen in by the beams rotting in the 
walls two bomb“ 2 n*oof casemates under that part are now well 
advanced.^ 

To reduce the expenditure on fortification wmrks, at a Consult- 
ation the 27th January 1761 the Bombay Government direct: 
Mr. Mace being present to consider the state of the fortifications and 
the Honourable the Court of Directors^ orders eonceriiing them, it is 
resolved that the number of people employed thereon from this date 
shall not exceed 800 in the whole though 1800 to 1800 have hitherto 
been employed. Mr. Mace proposing to deliver Ms opinion in writing* 
of the works he judges most requisite to be carried out, likewise the 
necessity for the works which have been finished, the same is approved. 
And he further proposing, as the retaining wall of the covert way is 
far advanced and he deems it absolutely necessary for the safety of 
the place that it should be completed with all expedition, that any 
people u’ho may be willing to carry it on by contract under his diice- 
tion may be employed for that purpose, we concur therein. Agreeable 
to this the Secretaiy is ordered to give notice we shall sit this day 
fortnight to receive any sealed proposals that may be tendered us. The 
Major and Principal Engineer then withdrew.^ 

On the 3rd Pebrnary 176], Mr. James Mace submits the following 
detailed report on the state and requirements of Bombay in point of 
defence and security to the inhabitants : On my arrival here i often 
heard it w^as generall}^ expected that numbers of black merchants would 
come from Surat and other parts to settle at Bombay, judging it 
would be a secure residence, not only from the insults of an enemy 
but also to avoid other inconveniences, which they were reported to 
be subject to under the country government. That these merchants 
would want to build large houses and which could not be done within 
the present town, neither in my opinion ought it to be permitted within 
600 yards of the town walls. The walls appeared to me to be gene- 
rally had, and from their construction, afiorded very little defeiiee. 
The environs of the town were very disadvantageous. On the south- 
west a body of troops might be lodged and sheltered within t\^'o 
hundred yards of the place, under cover of houses, walls, banks, holes, 
trees, and a burying ground with large momiments. Under favour of 
these means of shelter an enemy might approach unseen within a few 
paces of the Apollo Gate. 

Towards the north end of the town an attack might he formed with 
great advantage from behind an offensive rising ground suifieieiit 
to cover a number of men. This rising ground extends soiitliward near 
the length of the town, and is too apparent an advantage for an 


^ Bombay Government to Conrt 20th.3S[ov. 1760 para 126, Tub , Be]"). Letters to tke 
Court Vol. 7 of 1760, 199 -200. 
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enemy to neglect^ besides the many quarry holes for sand stone where 
in a short time batteries might be formed within one hundred yards and 
much less of the wall. 

Between the prementioned rising ground and Dongri, upwards of 
two hundred houses were standing far within the four hundred yards 
which long before were ordered to be cleared. Adjoining to these 
houses and fronting the north end of the town stood the commanding 
hill and tower of Dongri, As from their construction and other defects 
I considered the defences of the town to be very insufficient in case of 
an attack^ and as the environs vtqtq so favourable to an enemy I felt 
these evils could neither easily nor speedily he remedied. Add to this 
the great hill of Dongri commanding the whole town^ hiding behind it 
good landing places, and, as ships can pass above the middle ground so 
near as to cover a landing there, the probability and danger of an 
enemy possessing that liill or forming even a lodgment behind it with 
security, appeared to demand my utmost attention and capacity. 
On these and the like considerations I formed the plan of a line from 
Dongri to Back Bay, which wmuld then have shut out an enemy from 
annoying the town in the most defenceless places. By these means 
likewise there would have been sufficient room for the number of houses 
wanted, not only in lieu of those pulled down, but for the new inhabit- 
ants expected. Nor would this have been so expensive as putting the 
land side of the ]3resent town in a proper condition of defence. I had 
the strictest attention to the interest of my Honourable Employers. I 
judged it the best, and indeed my only motive for not having vigorously 
pursued that plan was ,my doubt of its meeting the Honourable 
Company's concurrence. 

I humbly beg leave to observe it is not probable any European enemy, 
least of all the French, would attempt this place only by sea. The 
land is their more immediate view on those occasions, and their military 
capacity would easily avail itself of every advantage. Therefore I 
thought it my duty to have an eye to every part I judged dangerous, 
and the work w^as conducted with all the despatch I w^as capable of 
driving the workmen to. I acted 'with true zeal and irsed all the frugality 
possible, wdiieli I hope will never be doubted, as I can solemnly declare 
that in all my proceedings here I never meant other than to do the 
utmost in my power for the Honourable Company's interest. The 
large sums expended have been chiefly applied to those services pointed 
out in the Honourable Company's 97th paragraph, such as the Dock 
Pier Head, the bastions and curtains of the fort, the batteries below 
the Cavalier and Tank bastions commanding the anclioring ground 
before the Castle. These were mostly in bad condition, and some^ 
before the addition s, were incapable of defence. 

The Dock Pier Head, as it was intended to be conducted before 
my proposal of altering its length and direction, I may venture to 
aflirm, would have been infinitely more expensive than anytliing that 
has been done in my time. It would have prevented the construetion 
of a third dock, and would, no ways, have commanded the anchorage 
from the Castle. This it now does with seven embrasures. The two 
faces of the bastion in the fort called the Cavalier, were so low as to be 
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commanded by the ships, and at high water the embrasures iiiiglit 
hare been entered from boats. The parapets both on the Royal 
Bastion and in the fort toward the sea being too thin, had been ang^ 
mented with sod work, and though in the heats constantly watered to 
bind and preserve them, yet were fallen down by the burrowing of rats 
and other vermin. The battery made of eocoanut trees and earth below 
the Cavalier and Tank Bastions I likewise found in ruins, being mostly 
washed away by the sea and destroyed by vermin. My attention was 
then highly due to such works whose ininous and defenceless condition 
or other defects demanded immediate remedy. 

Reducing the hill at Dongri to a proper level would be a work of 
many years. Further, as the intended line from the tower to Back 
Bay was not begun, it was necessary to secure the hill from an enemy^s 
possession, by having a good communication thereto. The top of the 
hill has now a temporary breastwork to prevent a surprize. And 
the line of communication is commanded by the M^ndvi and Princess 
Bastions, the Cavalier and one face of the Ravelin before the Bazar 
Gate, while by its own flanking angles the line commands the shore 
towards Mazgaon more freely than the tower. 

In case of the intended line from Dongri to Back Bay not meeting 
the Honourable Company's concurrence, it became still more necessary 
to guard against what might occur from the bad situation of the 
present town walls, at least by the addition of a covered way and 
glacis (the parapet of which is already carried from the Mandvi to 
opposite the Banian Bastion). As the situation of the ground round 
the town walls was so disadvantageous to its defence, it would have 
been highly requisite to liave cleared away 600 yards round it instead 
of 400 (as batteries for breach might be raised at the latter distance) 
which would have added considerably to the expense which by tlie 
intended line might have been avoided. All these inconvenienees 
which I had to encounter will, I hope, show the necessity for what has 
been done. Also that in justice to my Honourable Employers, I could 
no way avoid giving my opinion freely of what I could not but think 
was so highly requisite for the defence of the place. Had any accident 
happened how might not I have been censured.^ 

Three days later, 6th February 1761, Mr. Mace writes another letter 
to Government regarding the works he thinks absolutely requisite; 
Agreeable to your Honour'’s orders I have now the honour to lay 
before you such works as seem in my humble opinion to be absolutely 
requisite. The foundations for turning arches under the rampart near 
the dock pier to be laid before the rains as the work will be very 
troublesome. Bomb-proofs under the west curtain in the fort to be 
continued, or the remaining part may fall in, as that now arched did 
last year. As it is commnnication over the west curtain to the Flag 
bastion is not safe. The building of other magazines, those in the fort 
being bad. The Church gate and Apollo gate to be secured, l>y some 
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small work before them, more particularly the Apollo gate^ as the 
situation before it is very disadvantageous to that end of the town.^ 

On receipt of the above two letters the Board pass the following 
order on the 6th February 1761 : Read two letters from the principal 
engineei", one urging the necessity for the works which have been 
carried on since his arrival^ the other representing those works he yet 
deems absolutely requisite. Determining on the latter of these letters 
is deferred till proposals are received for completing the retaining wall 
of the glacis by contract. But the xu’oposed dammar house near the 
Dock head being very essential to the marine service^ it is agreed that 
he be ordered to set about it directly,^ 

On the 10th March 1761 the Board order that Mr. Mace be 
directed to prepare two sketches of the buildings round the Green from 
the Mdndvi to the Marine House to be transmitted to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors by shij)s Bgmont and Lowhnio show them the 
true state of those buildings and that none have been carried on between 
the Church and the Fort.^ 

Regarding the progress in the fortifications on the 4th April 1761 
the Bombay Government write to the Court, paragraj)hs 136-137 : The 
following progress has been made in the fortifications since (27th 
February 1760) the last ships were desjiatehed to your Honours. The 
two large bombxiroof casemates under the west curtain in the fort are 
closed in and the upper coat of the terrace is laying on. The batteries 
between the Cavalier and Tank bastions are in forwardness, three 
embrasures being finished and seven others begun. Most of the 
retaining wall for the ramj^art is done and filled with earth. Three 
platforms on the Dock Pier head are laid and the others coinjileting. 
Under the rampart near the flank of the Dock Pier head dammar and 
cook rooms for the shipping are begun. The parapet of the glacis is 
carried on to'wards the curtain between the Banian and Moor bastions.^ 

In regard to the heavy expenses on the works on the 4th April 1761 
the Bombay Government write to the Court: We of the Council are 
concerned that notwithstanding the authority given in the 101st para 
of your commands of the 4th May 1757 for erecting such works as 
Mr. Mace might think evidently necessary for the immediate defence 
of the island without ■waiting for further orders from your Honours, 
and the letter he delivered us in Consultation the 17th February 1758, 
fully represented in the 145th paragraph of our address of the 8th 
April following, your Honours should censure the fortifying the 
town on the land side from Dongri to Back Bay so severely as to deem 
us guilty of ail absolute breach of orders. The necessity of this 
work Mr. Mace has rej)resented in a letter delivered the 6th Febru- 
ary last to wdiich we beg leave to refer your Honours. At the 
same time we have long desisted from carrying on the land fortifica- 
tion. Indeed no further progress has been made therein than clearing 
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away the eoeoaiDit trees for laying the foundation of the wall With 
respect to your Honours remarking that we have lately permitted large 
and lofty houses to be built betwixt the Church and Foi% we likewise 
beg leave to refer your Honours to a sketch we ordered Mr. Mace to 
draw to show you the true state of the buildings round the Green from 
the Mandvi to the Marine House and we shall pay a due regard to 
your Honours^ orders for no houses being built in future but with the 
engineer's written ajiprovald 

On the 6th May 1761 the Court write : In your letter of the 27tli 
February 1760 you give us an account of the w^orks which you thought 
necessary to be carried on and a detail of the progress made therein to 
that time. These we observe are attended wuth very heavy expenses 
not only in carrying on the works^ but likewise in the pulling and 
cutting down many houses buildings and t]‘ees to the amount cf 
Es. 16^000 and upw-ards which we find has been paid to the proprietors 
on that account. Works of real use and immediate necessity you have 
had our leave to set about and only such without our previous 
approhatiou. We expect you wdll most strictly attend to and observe 
our orders on this head and in particular those contained in our general 
letter of last season under date of the 25tli April 1760. These were so 
very full and explicit that we flatter ourselves after the receipt thereof 
you will give us no further occasion to animadvert upon your conduct 
with respect to the fortifications and works.^ 

Seeing that certain works should be speedily completed^ the Board 
direct on the 8th September 1761 : It being absolutely necessary the 
following eight works should be completed as fast as possible^ the 
expense of which we 3 udge will not be considerable and as the people 
employed on the dock may work thereon wEen the tides will not admit 
of their working at the dock^ it is ordered that they be employed 
accordingly. The works to be completed are (1) The arches intended as 
dammar houses (which are already nearly completed) as such houses are 
much wanted and the arches in their present state are liable to much 
danger. (2) A retaining wall to be run from these arches to the w^all 
towarrds the sea that the upper flank wiiich is partly formed by them 
may be made useful and have guns mounted on it wiiich cannot be done 
in its present state. This for ships coming towards the road will be a 
very useful fire. (3) The entrance of the archwuy to the lower bastion. 
This in its present unfinished state may moulder awuy and submit the 
Company to a much heavier expense than will be inenrred by finishing 
it now. (4) The two small arches intended for cookrooms and the slope 
up to the ramparts being works of little expense as their foniidations 
are laid and brought above the surface. These arches will not only 
admit of mounting useful guns towards the sea but the cookrooms thus 
fixed will prevent the seamen of the squadron making fires in the 
dangerons manner they now^ do in different places a practice which 
without fixed cook rooms it is hardly possible to prevent. (5) The 
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angle of the bastion at the outward dock-gate^ the work there in its 
present unfinished state being liable to receive much damage. (6) That 
open part of the bastion once talked of as a magazine. This must be 
converted into a small temporary magazine for lodging the powder 
of any ship or vessel which may haul into the dock or ashore to 
prevent the large store magazines being opened so often as they are at 
present. (7) The drain or cut that leads from this intended magazine 
to the dock must be filled up. At present it only serves to collect 
W’ater which incommodes the docks as the works abovementioned 
likewise do in their present unfinished state insomuch that they are 
a considerable addition to the expense of keeping the docks free from 
water. (8) A proper drain to be contrived for carrying the water clear 
of the docks wdiich will save a considerable monthly charge.^ 

Regarding the heavy expenses on works the Court again write on 
16th April 176£: It is always with concern w^e begin our remarks 
upon fortifications and buildings, as we find by the accounts you from 
time to time give us of the works, that they are attended with heavy 
expenses, far more than w-e had any reason to expect. The preceding 
as well as oiir last yearns orders were express that no works should be 
carried on but those that were most immediately and absolutely 
necessary. We took notice last year of the lai'ge sums paid for houses 
buildings and trees. Now we find this article swelled with the 
demolition and rebuilding the Portuguese church and paying for still 
more buildings amounting in all to Rs. 25,268. We must suppose 
that you had extraordinary good reasons for this transaction. It is 
evident if an immediate stop is not put to these expenses, on the least 
opening given them the engineers will be ever forming new projects, so 
that our money will be buried in stone walls chunam and expensive 
operations, while our mercantile concerns languish and we experience 
disappointments which we should have no reason to expect if our money 
was not expended on these unprofitable works. Pi'om the long account 
you give of the state of them in the 126th para of your letter of the 
20th November 1760, sufiicient seems to be done for your security in 
the points we directed. Consequently all the future charges we shall 
expect to hear of in regard to them will be only what may preserve 
them in good order. For we positively repeat here that no more be 
undertaken without our previous approbation.^ 

In the same letter the Court continue : Our orders are peremptory 
and express. You shall enter ui^on no expensive works without our 
approbation, excepting such as necessity obliges you to and where 
your safety will not admit of waiting for our directions. Can you 
possibly avow that the demolition of the Portuguese church comes under 
that description? Then why should you at a time,^ when we most 
earnestly called upon you for every aid, wantonly dissipate thousands ? 
We can hardly pardon such gross disobedience. And once for all we do 


^ Bom. Gov Consultation Sth Sept. 1761, Pub* Diaxy 37 1761, 582-58S. 

2 Court to Bombay 16th April 1762 para 80, Pub. Bep. Court’s L. ¥ol. 6 of 176^« 


Chapter IT* 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

Works to be 
Completed, 
1761. 


The Court on 
Expenditure- 
1762. 



[Historical 


Chapter I?. 

Fortifications 
ted Buildings. 

State of 

FoitificatioJis, 

iim. 


840 ^ .'BOMBAY T0WN''\; 

positively tell you that we shall call upon you in another manner if oiir 
orders are thus disregarded.^ 

In 1761 (August 11th) the principal engineer Major Maee died in 
Bombay and the sub-engineer Captain Andrew Werner was placed in 
charge. On the 15th June 1762, Captain Werner inspected the 
fortiiieations and submitted to Government the following detailed 
report : Having lately inspected the state of the fortifications I think 
it incumbent on me to represent to you the additions and repairs I 
consider absolutely necessary;, to be immediately given them to render 
them tenable in ease of an attack from the enemy. I have likewise 
enclosed a list of such stores as I think will he sufficient for a six 
months’’ siege. Since without these stores all our endeavours for the 
defence of the place might be made ineffectual;, they ought to be pro- 
vided. A couple of fire ships would also be of the greatest service 
against an attack by sea;, but as this does not come within ;my sphere, 
I beg leave merely to offer my opinion. The works wheh I deem 
immediately necessary are : 

1. The two cavaliers on the Prince’s and Banian bastions to be repaired 
and guns mounted on them. 

2. A kind of ravelin for covering the church and Apollo gates. 

3. To complete the glacis round the town wall. 

4. To complete tho battery under the Tank bastion of the castle in such 
manner as to render it fit for immediate service. 

5. Qk mine Dongri fort for being blown up in ca^e of an enemy’s taking 
possession of it and to have some small guns mounted there to oppose their 
landing. 

6. A battery to be erected at Mazgaon. 

7. Gruns to be mounted on the Bandar wdiarf on the side towards the 
Marine House. 

8. To make some bomb-proof places for the preservation cf the men off 
duty and for an hospital during the siege.^ 

Oil the points noted in the above letter the Board pass the following 
resolutions : (1) The select committee concurring in the necessity^ o£ 
repairing the two cavaliers on the Princess and Banian bastions and of 
mounting guns oii them for the better defence of the place, the 
bastions are ordered to be repaired in the speediest manner and so as 
not to require any further additions. (2) The Church and Apollo gates 
being very much exposed, a kind of ravelin for covering them is 
deemed very essential to their security, and is therefore ordered to be 
completed ivith all possible expedition by throwing up eai'th for the 
present to serve in case of need and to be afterwards faced with 
masonry when time will permit, should it then be fonnd necessary. 
(3) As to completing the glacis round the town ivall the Board observe : 
A good part of this work is already finished., and as it must be allowed 
to be of the greatest nse for the preservation of the town, it is resolved 
to carry it on as fast as possible. But as it wfill be impracticable to 
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complete it with masonry in the same manner as that part already 
finished^ the sub-engineer is ordered to throw up earth as pointed out 
in the preceding article ; and it must be constructed so as to admit of 
redoubts being thrown up to strengthen the curtains. (4) To complete 
the battery under the Tank bastion of the castle in such manner as to' 
render it fit for immediate service^ is a work so very essential to the 
defence of the place towards the sea that it is agreeable to complete 
it with all possible expedition. (5) To mine Dongri fort for being 
blown up in ease of an enemy^s taking possession of it and to have some 
small guns mounted there to oppose their landing, are also deemed 
proper and ordered to be carried into execution, the tower not to be 
blown up till the last extremity, as it may be of service. (6) As regards 
a battery to be erected at Mazgaon, as the enemy cannot bring vessels 
to cover the disembarkation of their troops at this j)lace, a battery is 
not deemed very essential, as the field pieces, it is imagined, will 
answer the same purpose ; but the expediency of it to be further 
enquired into. (7) As to mounting guns on the Bandar wharf on the 
side towards the Marine House, the Board remark : This being very 
necessary to prevent the enemy landing between the dock and bandar 
pier head, it is ordered to be put in execution and the parapet being at 
present very thin, it must be thickened as well as that at the end of 
the pier, so that heavy cannon may be placed there instead of the 
small guns already mounted. (8) As regards making some bomb-proof 
places for the preservation of the men ofi duty and for an hospital 
during the siege, the Board resolved that Majors Mimro, Piers, and 
Gowin be desired to survey the fort together with the sub-engineer 
and whatever they recommend in this respect to be complied with.^ 

At the same Consultation the Board consider certain measures 
proposed by Major Munro. The Diary has the following entry : The 
President having some time ago desired Major Munro to give him his 
sentiments in writing Avitli respect to wfiat might be requisite in ease 
of a siege, that gentleman delivers the following list of what measures 
he judges absolutely necessary to be immediately taken : 

1. Ail stores to be examined and a report made of their condition. All 
shells to be proved and fitted (filled), and the guns on the several works to 
be fitted with carriages. These steps have been already taken and orders 
issued accordingly. 

2. Field pieces to be fitted with sea carriages to be used occasionally on the 
works. This being deemed very proper, the marine paymaster is ordered 
to make such a number and of such dimensions as the commanding officer 
of Artillery may acquaint him will he necessary, 

3. A small temporary magazine to be made to each bastion for holding 
powder for immediate service. Three of the bastions have already got 
these small magazines and to each of the others it is agreed to make one of 
large timber planks and fascines in the best manner the time will admit of. 

4. All houses and buildings within cannon-shot of the works to be 
immediately razed. This is a measure which will undoubtedly be taken on 


J Bonn Gov, Gens ultation 15th June 1762, Pub. Diary 38 of 1762, 343-3-14.. 
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the appearance of an enemy. Till then we think it unnecessary to subject 
the Honourable Company to so great an expense as they would necessarily 
incur by its being done immediately. 

5. As none of the guns on the Mindvi bastion command the raTelin before 
the bazdr gate, the Board ordered that a cavalier be immediately built 
there to remedy this defect, and as cavaliers are a great defence to a 
fortification without outworks, it is agreed when time will permit to make 
one to each bastion. 

The Board also ordered that all the artificers and labourers whieli the 
sub-engineer may Judge necessary for carrying on the works proposed^ 
be immediately entertained. Also that the Bombay and Mahim custom 
masters take an account of all the provisions and grain in their re- 
spective districts and make a report thereof to the Board, that we may 
know what is without as well as within the town. With respect to 
the list of stores Judged necessary by the sub-engineer, we have 
already got a great many of them and such as we have not are ordered 
to be immediately provided.^ 

The select committee acquaint, 15th June 1762, the Board that in 
consequence of a letter from the sub* engineer representing the 
necessity of some works being thrown up for the more immediate 
defence of the place, they had issued the necessary orders for that 
purpose as per copy of their proceedings now laid before the Board, 
which being read are unanimously approved and the superintendent is 
ordered to convert the Ouardian and Fox ketch as fire ships but not 
to prejudice the former as a cruizer if tliis can be avoided. 

As there is a great difficulty in procuring artificers and labourers for 
the above works, a publication is immediately ordered to be issued that 
no people be employed in any private works whatever until the 
Honourable Oompany^s works are furnished with as many as the 
sub-engineer may Judge necessary.^ 

At a Consultation, the 29th June the same year, the Bombay and 
Mahim custom masters lay before the Board an account of the grain 
in their respective districts. Abstracts of these, accounts are given 

Bombay Gram Stores, Jtme 1762, 

Mudds 2694 Gram ... Khandls 63 

... Khandis 523 GM ... Mam 3041 

Do, 667 Oil ... Do, 3339 

Do, 161 Firewood ... 1,288,508 

Mahim Gram Stores, June 1762. 
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^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 15th June 1762, Pub. Biary 3S of 1762, 342 - 345. 
2 Bom. Gov. Consultation I5th June 1762, Pub. Diary 38 of 1762, 334. 

Bom V Gov, Consultation 29th June 1762, Pub. Diary 3$ of 1762, 359, 372. 
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As regards overseers tlie Bombay Diary o£ the 6th July has the follow- 
ing entry : Eeing of opinion that the appointing gentlemen to oversee 
the workmen employed on the fortifications will greatly forward the same/ 
and in the end prove a considerable saving to our Honourable Masters^ 
and many officers of vessels now unemployed having made a tender of 
their service on this occasion^ it is agreed to entertain them at the rate 
of Rs. 48 a month or four shillings a day being the same as is 
allowed to the military officers. The sub-engineer having likewise 
represented that a palanquin is not sufficient for him to attend the 
several works which he is under an absolute necessity of visiting every 
day, the paymaster is ordered to make him an additional allowance of 
Es. 30 a month for a conveyance.-^ 

On the question how far the new fortifications are sufficient for the 
security of Bombay, the Sub-Engineer, on the 3Gth July 1762, makes 
the following further representation to Government: Notwith- 
standing the great defence we may justly expect from the new forti- 
fications now carrying on, yet upon examining the ground round about 
I have observed some deficiencies which I think it my duty to lay before 
your Honours. It is in my opinion probable that any European enemy 
that would attempt a siege against this place, must land their troops 
upon Old 'W’oman'’s island as the most convenient place both for landing 
the men and warlike stores, and the point behind Mr. Courtis house 
would afford them a very sufficient shelter till such time as they could 
survey the ground along Back Bay. I therefore humbly suggest that 
in order to scour the beach opposite to Old Woman^s island so as to 
annoy the enemy and hinder their gaining any favourite spot of ground 
they may think convenient for them, a redoubt should be raised behind 
the Old Hospital with a communication with the outworks of the town. 
While they remain within cannon shot this redoubt will also create 
the enemy as much trouble and loss after passing it as before they 
came up to it. The distance of the redoubt from the town ditch 
will be but 620 feet which renders the communication tolerable safe 
and will amount to but a small expense. It is further my opinion that 
no guns ought to be mounted on the battery without the Apollo gate, 
which the late Major Mace raised. Field pieces would be much more 
serviceable, and their retreat more easily accomplished, should an 
enemy make their appearance on Old Woman^s island. In the next place 
I must beg leave to represent the inconvenience of the tope of coeoanut 
trees by the Madagascar houses. These trees would furnish materials 
for the enemy, should they be lucky enough to get that length, for raising 
a battery, and the hill they stand on is so much higher than the sand hill 
that unless our outworks were complete, we have not in the power of 
our guns to hurt them while lodged behind it. An enemy may lie 
securely behind the hill till they find an opportunity of taking possession 
of the sand hill, and raising batteries, which may be done in a night time. 
In order to obstruct the enemy^s designs still further, I am of opinion 
that a mine with several branches to it carried under the sand hill, would 
be very necessary (as indeed were there some 'more dangerous places 
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undermined within cannon shot it would not be amiss) and as we pe 
not sure of having time to reduce it to a level, I propose that the mine 
should be of such a depth as that the levelling of the hill at any time 
may not affect the galleries. It will also be of great use to have that 
angle of trees cut down from the entrance of Sonapur to the present 
burying ground, which is but a very small space and will open the 
avenue for our guns to play from the cavalier upon the Princess bastion 
and outworks. All these representations I humbly beg leave to refer 
to your Honour^s consideration, and as I tlionght it my indispeiisablo 
duty to lay them before you, I hope you will pardon the troubled 

On receipt of the above letter the Bombay Government pass the 
following order : Read a letter from the sub-engineer setting forth 
the necessity of erecting sundry additional works therein pointed out 
for the better defence of the |3l^C6* consideration is for some 
time deferred, as we have not been able to procure a siiflieient number 
of labourers for the wmiks already on hand. But the Collector is 
ordered to value the cocoanut trees therein mentioned as necessary to 
be cut down and to make a report thereof to the Board.^ 

In consequence of the Government Resolution of the 30th July, the 
Collector was ordered the following day to report on the valuation of 
the trees to he cut. He accordingly submits the following report on 
the Srd August 1762 : In obedience to your commands of the Slst 
ultimo, I now enclose for your Honours a translate of the vereadores^ 
and mattaras^ report of the valuation of 171 cocoanut trees, and 25 
vacant spaces* of the oart belonging to Fakir Shaw Janulla situate near 
Back Bay, valued at Rs. 588|, I request your further directions 
thereon.^ 

At their Consultation on the same day the Board make the following 
remarks on the above letter : Read a letter from the Collector, enclosing 
a report valuation of the oart belonging to Fakir Sliaw J anulla which 
the sub -engineer wants to cut down agreeable to an order last Council 
day. As we do not know how the above Fakir became possessed of 
the said oart, the Collector is directed to enquire into it.^ 

On the 24th August the Collector submits the following report 
regarding Fakir Shawls oart : In compliance wdth the orders of the 
Board, I have made enquiry how Fakir Shaw Janulla became possessed 
of the oart situated near Back Bay. I find th^ a grant thereof w^as 
given to his widow Sarambai by the President and Council on the 13th 
August 1748, Mr. Thomas Dorril being at that time Collector. On 
making the grant 18 years 7 months and 15 days'’ pension was recovered 
from her, and she was to pay for the first ten ^^ears at the rate of 
Es. 13-1-50 for every 100 trees, and ever after at the rate of Es. 26 - 3 - 0 , 
a certificate being granted her accordingly. She now ( 1762 ) pays the 
Honourable Company annually : es. qrs.res. 

Pension ’ ■ ... ' ... ' ... S3 2 82 ' 

Tax ■ ... ' ■ ... ... 9' 3 20 

.. Total ... 43 2 2 

^ Biib-Engineer to Government SOtbJnly 1762, Pub. Diary 38 of 1762, 410-412. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 30th Juiy 1702, Pub. Diary 3S of 1762, 404, 

3 Collector to Government Srd Aug, 1762, Pub. Diary 39 of 1762, 415 - 416. 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation Srd Aug. 1762, Pub. Diary 39 of 1762, 414. 
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I should not have failed to deliver in the account before^ but the 
widow representing to me that the vereadores and mattaras had greatly 
undervalued the oart^ I caused them to inspect it again and deliver in 
a report of its intrinsic worth for your Honour^s notice/ 

On the 24th August the Board passed the following order on the 
above letter : Read a letter from the Collector representing that the 
widow of Fakir Sliaw Janulla became possessed of the oart near Back 
Bay in the year 1748 by a grant as usual from the then Collector of 
the Honourable Gompany^s rents and revenues ; it is therefore ordered 
that the Collector enquire and report to us if there are any of the 
Honourable Company's oarts which can be given in exchange for it/ 

On the same subject of Fakir Shawls oart the Bombay Diary of 
the 25th August 1762 has the following entry : Read a letter from 
the Collector wherein he acquaints us there are none of the Honourable 
Company's oarts but what are let out to farm to give in exchange for 
that near Back Bay^ and therefore recommends our giving one of those 
whose farmer is in a bad condition in lieu of it. As we have often 
found great diihculty in recovering the rent of such oarts^ it is agreed 
to give the oart recommended by the Collector ; and the trees in the 
Back Bay oart are^ agreeable to the sub-engineer^ s recommendation^ 
ordered to be cut down and the compound wall and house situated 
therein ordered to be valued/ 

On the 28th September 1762, the new fortification paymaster 
delivers a report valuation of the house and compound wall of the oart 
belonging to the widow of Fakir Shaw Janulla^ amounting to 
Rs. 157-3-15^ which sum the Board order to be discharged.^ 

In August 1762, owing to want of fodder, the owners of cattle employ- 
ed in eoimection with the fortification works requested permission 
to send them to the other side to graze. The Board pass the fol- 
lowing orders: The owners of private carts requesting permission to 
send their cattle to graze on the other side, as has been always usual at 
this season of the year^ but lately prohibited on aecount of the works, 
declaring that for want of fodder they lose many animals, the same is 
agreed to. But the new fortification paymaster is ordered to take securi- 
ty from the owners that the cattle be brought hack in two months to 
be employed again upon the works. In the meantime the paymaster 
must purchase some oxen and hufialoes for the Honourable Company 
on the best terms he can that the works may not stand still.® 

On the 14th September 1762, the Sub-Engineer made the following 
proposals to expedite the works : Observing the slow progress in 
filling iij) the glacis, and the length of time unavoidably required to 
complete the work by carrying the earth in wheelbarrows from the 
present distance, also since both the difficulty and expense will become 
greater with the increased distance the earth has to be carried, I was 


^ Collector to Government 24:th Aug. 1762, Pub. Diary 39 of 1762, 467- 46S. 
^Bom. Gov. Consultation 24th An g. 1762, Pub. Diary 39 of 1762,457 - 458. 
^Bom. Gov, Consultation 25tli Aug* 1762-, Pub. Diary 39 of 1762, 468 - 469. 
Born. Gov. Consultation 28 th Sept. 1764 Pub. Diary 39 of 1762, 549. 
®Bom. Gov. Consultation 13th Aug. 1762, Pub. Diary 39 of 17G2, 441. 

B 483— 44 


Chapter IT. ^ 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

Bombay Defences, 
1762. 


I 


Cattle for i 

Fortification [ 
Works, 

1762. r 


Sub-Engineer^s 
Proposals to ; 
expedite Works,; 
1762. 



;[H!st0ri^al 


' ; Chapter I?. 
Fortifications 
and Buildings* 

Sub-Engineer’s 
Proposals to 
expedite Works, 
1763. 


346 BOMBAY' TOWN 

led to consider the nature of the ground near the works.^ Having duly 
examined it, I am led to make the Board a proposition^ that I am 
convinced will greatly lessen not only the expense but the time required 
for filling the glacis, and will at the same time add much to the strength 
of the town. 

Prom near the Princess bastion on round to the Marlborough bastion 
the ground is soft, and free from rocks, except an easily separated 
sand stone. A forty-foot trench at the foot of the intended glacis 
will afford sufficient earth close to hand to complete the glacis in a 
short time. I am persuaded that doing this will not be attended with 
one-half our present expense, Ihis trench is to be formed parallel to 
the works in such manner as not to afford any shelter to the approaches 
of an enemy, but rather after liaving made approaches at a distance, it 
will be a great cheek to them, and lay them open in full sight of the 
several fires and greatly retard their progress. I do not extend this 
trench further than from Princess bastion to the Marlborough bastion 
as there the ground grows rocky and hard. I have also considered that 
the constructing by each ravelin and redoubt of small lunettes, or rather 
batteries of a few guns, will, at a very little additional expense, add 
much to the security of the place, and require scarce any additional 
people. Those quartered to the redoubts will man the proposed wmrks 
with the addition of a few gunners only, as they communicate with 
and depend on each other. Such lunettes will add so much to the de- 
fence and so little to the expense of the works that I cannot but recom- 
mend them earnestly to be constructed. Indeed without limettes it 
would not be so safe to work the trench as purposed. The great 
length of the curtains of the old works of the town wall, also makes 
these lunettes necessary. Without them the w^all, which from its 
original construction is in itself very weak, would remain rather too 
much exposed to an enemy. Lest I should not have sufficiently explained 
myself, I take the liberty of laying before you a complete plan of the 
works as now proposed. If any difficulty or doubt remains, I will in 
person if necessary give you every information in my power in respect 
thereto. This trench is to be formed sloping on each side to such a 
depth as earth may be required for the purposes of filling up the 
glacis. The trench requires no masonry unless the Board should think 
masonry necessary in the faces of the small lunettes. Even this is 
not of material importance. This trench will for many years continue 
to answer the purpose of defence. Hereafter if neeessaiy it might be 
easily converted into a regular ditch. Even as a trench it will I liope 
be evident to you that it will answer every purpose we can wish for. 
I beg leave to have your determination on this head as soon as possible, 
as the speedy completing of the w^orks in hand so much depends on it, 
I shall in a future address to this Board explain myself as to the interior 
works in the plan, the above at present being what requires the most 
immediate attention. It may be necessary to remark that the remains 
of the sand hill or high ground will be best thrown down into the hollows 
near at hand by the side of the middle road, or used to fill such other 
hollows near at hand on the esplanade or before the towm as may 
require it, 
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IVo of tlie priiieipal powder houses laying very near the works^ are 
very necessary to Be pulled down, as if they take possession of them 
before the new wnrks are complete, they are or may be a great shelter 
to an enemy, there being no guns that can play upon them from the 
town. The rest as well as these two should be removed as our wnrks 
regularly approach. The only place to remove them, I imagine, would 
be to Old Woman^s island. I have also enquired and find a very 
complete well may be dug near the tombs in the dry season. This 
would answer for the use of the powder works as there was a well 
formerly on the same spot. As the rains are almost over I should be 
extremely glad to have one thousand labourers more employed on the 
works, to finish at least the glacis and the covered ways.^ 

At the Consultation on the same day, 14th September 1762, the 
above proposals from the sub-engineer Captain Andrew Werner w^ere 
read ’when the Board made the following remarks : Bead a letter from 
Captain Andrew Werner accompanying a plan of the works he has and 
does propose erecting. As he represents that it would be attended with 
less expense to cut a trench at the foot of the glacis (while it would 
add considerably to the strength of the town) than to bring earth from 
the distance he does at present to complete the embankment and would 
also require much less time, the same is agreed to, as his reasons for this 
proposal appear to us to be well founded. Further the great difficulty 
we experience in procuring carts renders it very tedious and expensive 
to bring a sufficient quantity of earth for this purpose. Besides this 
we shall by this means be able to remove the sand-hill so long 
complained of as a nuisance to the works. For these several reasons 
Captain Werner is ordered to carry on the works in the manner he 
points out, in doing which the strictest frugality must be enjoined,^ 

The following extract from the monthly accounts of disbursements 
on fortification works shows what works were going on in 1762 and at 
what monthly eost^ : 

Fortifimtmi Worhs Monthly Charges, Oatober- Noveinher 1762, 


Disbnrsemeiits and Vouchers, 


To makinc!' a Dock Pier-head battery 
,, additional works carrying on at the Royal bastion 
,, a magazine near the Dock Pier-head battery 
,, covered way and glacis round the tovvii wall 
,, additional works at the Prince’s bastion ... 

„ Do, do. at the Banian bastion ... 

,, a battety belo w the Cavalier bastion 
j, raising a ravelin before the Apollo gate ... 

,, Do. do. before the Church, gate ... 

,, blowing rocks and cutting stones at JDongri 

„ making new stores 

,, repairing old stores ... ... 

,, charges on account of cattle 
,, extraordinary charges ... ... 

j, servants’ wages ... ... ... 

,, chunam 

,, stores ... .., 

cattle ... ... ... 

,, copper ware ... ... ... 

„ repairing and covering houses and sheds ... 



For Oot 

1762. 

For Xov 

1762. 


Rs. 

q. r. 

Rs. 

q. r. 


1138 

2 24 

1099 

2 15 


105 

3 77 

165 

1 37 

... 

289 

2 23 

368 

3 24 


5673 

3 7 

. 4277 

1 63 


897 

2 89 

221 

1 53' 


309 

1 43 

667 

2 IT 

•»« 

1245 

0 74 

1137 

1 16 


603 

0 33 

1334 

1 2it 


193 

1 27' 

237 

3"57' 


' 1688 

2 49 

* . 1856 

■2 57 

... 

702 

3 56 

. ■ 671 

0 40* 


138 

0 11 

203 

0 69 

... ... 

263 

3 38 

259 

2 79 


2108 

0 90 

10,599 

1 16 


345 

2 0 

345 

2 0 

... 

3638 

1 0 

3745 

3 50 


1875 

0 0 






513 

1 90 

... 



305 

3 96 




, 182 : 

1 97 

Total ... 

21,516 

3 40 

27,995 

2 99 


^ Sub-Engineer to Government 14th Sept. 1763, Pub. Diary 39 of 1762, 5.32- 534. 
2 Bom. Gov. Corjsiiltatioii 14th Sept. 1762, Pub. Diary 39 of 1762, 529-630. 

^ Bom. Gov. Conniltatioii 25th Jan. 1763, Pub. Diary 40 of 1763^ 71 - 72. 
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Once morej in a despatch of 6th April 1763,^ the Court caution the 
Bombay Government against undertaking additional works and strict-, 
ly enjoin frugality : For the reasons given by you and Rear Admiral 
Cornish we acquiesce in your continuing and finishing the third dry 
dock; the Dock pier battery and Dock pier head may also be 
eomj^leted, together with the dammar houses^ cook rooms and the 
small magazine that is to hold the powder of ships coming into the 
Dock. But as we are now at peace with France^ you must not set 
about any new or additional works that are very expensive without first 
representing to us the absolute necessity of them, and waiting for our 
answer. We expect you will be as frugal as possible in carrying on 
these necessary works, and see that the materials are laid in at the best 
hand. We see that you had begun to reduce the lower flanks of the 
Royal bastion to their original standard. If a regular survey had been 
made and reported to the Board before the said flanks had been raised to 
an improper height, we imagine this trouble and expense might have been 
saved. You must therefore be cautious in future and not suffer the 
work of one engineer to be undone by his successor without assigning 
snch reasons for it as may appear to you satisfactory .V 

About the middle of 1763, in consequence of the close of the French 
war, the Bombay Government had to consider what fortification 
works could be deferred so that the current charges might be reduced. 
The sub-engineer submitted his sentiments on the subject at a 
Government Consultation on the 7th June 1763. The Bombay 
Diary of that date has the following entry : In consequence of the 
intelligence we have received of a cessation of arms between Great 
Britain France and Spain, the sub-engineer is now called upon to give 
his sentiments as to the present state of the fortifications, the possibility 
of lessening the expense of the works now in hand, and stopping such 
as can be deferred until the Honourable Company's pleasure can be 
known. He thereupon declares that the lunettes without the covered 
w^ay and the advanced works proposed in his plan to be carried out 
towards Back Bay near where the naval hospital formerly stood may be 
deferred. But that the ravelin and lunettes within the covered way 
carrying on at the Apollo gate and the redoubt between that and 
Church gate constructed with masonry, are in such forwardness that 
they cannot now be left undone without the Honourable Company's 
sustaining a heavy loss by their running to ruin if left in their present 
unfinished state. The work which at present in his opinion rec|uires the 
greatest and most immediate attention, is the construction of the ravelin 
at the, Church gate and that it may be brought to such an height before 
the expiration of the rains that, as has been the case this season, the 
water may not be so low as to subject the Honourable Gompany as well 
as private peoiDle to a great expense by obliging them to furnish the 
cruizers and private ships with water brought from the several wells. 
Ihe engineer further represents that tliis work is already carried on in 
part and is absolutely necessary considering the weak state of the town 


^ Court to Bombay Gtli April 1763 paras 74 and 7“), Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol, 6 of 
1762 - 1761, 201 -2U5. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759 - 1783, 191 - 192. 
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on that side. Further if this ravelin were not completed^ the expense of 
the works already carried on in that part would be thrown away as of 
no use without it. He also recommends the completing the covered 
way already in great forwardness. Tliis covered way we consider a 
work which may be carried on at leisure or as our circumstances permit. 
We concur with the sub-engineer in the necessity of completing the 
other w^orks above mentioned, particularly the ravelin at the Church 
gate. The number of men required for this purpose and for complet- 
ing the third dry dock and its pier head being considered, in order that 
•we may reduce the expense as much as possible, Captain Werner thinks 
547 men including artificers and labourers of all sorts as by an abstract 
now delivered by him will be sufficient. It is therefore ordered that 
only this number be employed in future. As to the \vorks proposed in 
the plan to be erected within the town (except the small magazine and 
casemates carrying on to eom|)lete the bastion in the marine yard which 
being now so far advanced cannot be left unfinished without subjecting 
the Honourable Company to a heavy loss), it is agreed to defer carryino* 
them into execution until we have our Honourable Masters'’ sentimen-S 
on our works in general which we shall probably receive by the expect- 
ed ships. With respect to the trench proposecl to be cut without the 
glacis, the sub-engineer will consider and report to us hereafter how 
far he judges it will answer the purpose of saving expense by filling up 
the glacis. If he is satisfied it wdll save expense, the ditch will be 
carried on unless orders to the contrary should in the interim be received 
from the Honourable Company.-^ 

^ At a Consultation, the 9th August 1763, regarding Dongri fort and 
hill Government observe : In consequence of the late engineer's frequent 
recommendation for the demolition of Dongri fort and hill as beino* a 
very dangerous spot in ease of an attack, tiie fort some time ago was 
dismantled. As the most effectual and least ex|)ensive w^ay of remov- 
ing the hill will be to require all stones w^anted for buildings and 
ballasting of ships to be taken from thence under a penalty of its. 100 
for every omission, a publication must issue to that effect and the pay- 
master be ordered to employ such a number of labourers and drillers 
to blow’* up the rocks and get the stones in readiness for being carried 
off as may be deemed necessary.^ 

On learning the above orders of the Board, Captain Werner the sub- 
engineer submits the following report on the 5th September 1763: 
Having lately received copy of the Honourable BoaixFs order to the new 
fortification paymaster directing the levelling Dongri fort and hill [ 
think it a duty incumbent on me to represent to your Honour that such 
a work will not only be attended with an enormous expense and a 
tedious length of time (for 1 will venture to say that 2000 men a day 
cannot complete it in 15 years) but after all will not answer the purpose 
intended as the ground at and about Dongri in general as far as 
Manekji'’s hill or the Seven, Brab-trees , is considerably higher than the 


m 


^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 7tli June 1763, Pub, Diary 40 of 1763, 412-414. 
2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 9tli Aug. 1763, Pub. Diary 41 of 1763 515 
Sr'tauding Ord; Vol. 2 of 1759- 1788, 192 - 193, 
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town wall and consequently will always command the town. By the 
enclosed draft of the jDrofile of the hill, showing the height breadth and 
length, your Honours may partly Judge how tedious and expensiYe the 
levelling would prove. As this is sb period when something should be 
done to render that spot as serviceable as possible to iis and a check to 
the progress of an enemy, should they make attempts on that quarter 
of the town, I humbly beg leave to offer it as my opinion that the hill 
should be well fortified and the works undermined. The expense will 
be trifling in comparison to that of levelling the hill and fort. A 
time may be ascei-tained when it may be completed, It will greatly 
strengthen that side of the town which is weakest and entirely com- 
mand the shipping in the harbour and great part of Back Bay. The 
part of the hill which at all events it is necessary to blow up, will 
supply stones enough not only for all the public and private works but 
also ballast for the ships. For this work about 100 men more than 
are at present employed must be added.^ 

The above letter was read by the Board on the 6tli September 1763, 
when they observe ; Read a letter from Captain-Lieutenant Andrew 
Werner, wherein he strongly represents that our late resolution for 
demolishing Dongri hill and fort cannot be effectually carried into 
execution in less than fifteen years, nor without a most enormous 
expense, which will far exceed that which would be incurred by 
fortifying it in a proper manner; and which, as the ground continues 
so high as alwa 3 ^s to command the town to a great distance, is in his 
opinion by far the most eligible scheme. It is agreed, therefore, as it 
is now peace and as there is no absolute necessity for coming to an 
immediate determination to which of these two measures to give 
the preference, that we submit the same to our Honourable Masters. 
In order that they may be the better able to give us their senti- 
ments thereon, Captain Werner is directed to prepare and deliver in 
a plan of the work he proposes to erect there. In the meantime the 
publication for carrying all stones for ballasting of ships and private 
buildings from Dongri must be contradicted. At the same time such 
stones as may be wanted for the works now being carried on are to be 
taken from Dongri in such manner as may forward either of the above 
measures the Honourable Company may determine 011 ,^ 

. Ill 1764! the Court appointed Captain Keating principal engineer 
at Bombay. In their letter of the 3rd April to Bombay they write : 
We have appointed Captain Thomas Keating to be oiir Priiieipal 
Engineer at the Bresideney of Bombay. He has been veiy well recom- 
mended to ns for a gentleman of abilities in Ms profession, and we 
hope will fully answer our expectations. Besides his post of engineer 
he is to sueeeed to the command of one of our artillery companies 
upon the first vacancy that shall happen after his arrival. Captain 
Keating as principal engineer is to rank as captain and to have the 
annual salary of three hundred pounds in full consideration for his 


^ Capt. Andrew Werner to Grorernment 6tli Sept. 1763, Pub. Diary 41 o£ 1763, 
551 - 552. Forrest’s Home Series, 11^ 126. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 6th Sept. 176.3, Pub. Diary 41 of 1763, 544 - 545. Comp, 
of Standing Ord, Vol 3 of T759 - 1788, 193, 
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services in that station. As captain o£ one of our artillery companies^ 
upon the first vacancy that shall happen after his arrival, Captain 
Keating is to have the established pay of two hundi^ed pounds a 
year. In the meantime and until such vacancy happens^ it is our 
|)leasure and direction that he be allowed the said pay of two hundred 
pounds a year, and take rank as Captain upon his arrival.^ 

On his arrival at Bombay Captain Keating took a survey of the 
fortifications and reported the results to Government on the 20th Novem- 
ber 1764 : In consequence of your letter received from Mr. Secretary 
Ramsay I have taken a survey of the fortifications of Bombay and beg 
leave to give my opinion as follows. The works that I tliink most 
necessary to be carried on at present are the finishing the Church 
Gate ravelin, completing the flagstaff and cavalier bastions, and the 
curtain between ; next the finishing the Apollo Gate ravelin. After 
these works are in a proper state, I would recommend as soon as 
possible the completing the covert way and glacis of the place as with- 
out this the place, be it ever so well garrisoned and outwork heaped on 
outwork, it can never be said to be tenable. I must acknowledge my 
surprise at the great care and attention that has been given to the out- 
works in general, while the parapet of the body and that excellent defence 
(I mean the covert way and glacis allowed by all gentlemen to be so who 
have ever wrote or seen service) is entirely neglected. You all gentle- 
men must know what good defences were made in the last war by the 
fortresses of Louisbourgh and the Moro, against I will take upon me 
to say an army of eleven thousand as good troops as ever were taken 
into the field and as well supplied with warlike stores. And neither 
of these places had more than a ditch, covert way, and glacis. Not to 
mention the great expense it must be to the Honourable Company to 
build and keep in repair these amazing outworks executed and 
intended, thex’e is a still heavier one behind, I mean that of maintaining 
a sufficient body of troops to properly defend them, without which 
works can be of no manner of service, but rather help in case of being 
attacked to the reduction of the place. In order to demonstrate to your 
Honours that the present military establishment at . Bombay is not 
nearly sufficient to defend the place in case of an attack, I have taken 
the liberty of enclosing an abstract of the number of troops wliieh I 
think necessary for defending the fortress according to the designed 
plan, supposing it to be besieged. As it is the opinion of military 
gentlemen in general that no place can be properly defended for any 
length of time that has not three reliefs of troops, according to tMs 
system the number required for this place will be 4964 men. This 
may appear mysterious to your Honours, but any gentleman who has 
read Authors that treated of this subject will find I have largely 
allowed for the difference of situations between this country and Europe 
(where more than double the number would be wanted to works of our 
extent) by reducing the numbers, not only in the fronts unattaeked, 
but also in that attacked as twelve hundred infantry is often thought 


^ Court to Bombay Srd April 1764 paras 62 , 56 , 67 , Pub. Dep. Gourt’s L. Yol, 6 of 
1762-1764,286-287. ,■ 
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little enough for defending a front of the same extent. By a consi- 
deration of those matters your Honours^ I flatter myself, will be con- 
vinced of the absurdity of an engineer extending the v^orks of a fortress 
one inch beyond the real necessity. Had the money that has been 
expended on the outworks been properly made use of in repairing the 
body of the place and giving it a p)roper covert way and glacis, I will 
venture to say we might (supposing Dongri to have a simple and plain 
fortification) bid defiance to any force that can be brought into this 
part of the world, and that \vith one-half the number of troops required 
to garrison our intended plan. The mentioning Doiigri, gentlemeit,- 
has led me in im’t to give my present opinion of that spot as speedy 
resolutions are absolutely necessary to be taken in regard to it. I 
give it as my humble opinion that fortifying Dongri is the most eligible 
and best method, as the removal will be attended with a very heavy 
and tedious expense. On the other hand, if fortified, it is so very 
commodionsly situated for the annoyance of an enemy in their 
approaches, and in all probability may retard a siege until reinforced, 
and lastly as it is capable of being fortified at a moderate expense by 
having the materials near at hand. Upon considering the affair of 
lodgments for the troops off duty in ease of being attacked, I offer it 
as my opinion that finishing the works I have before mentioned is 
of more consequence for two reasons : First works begun and not 
finished are a heavy expense for no end. Second a place of Bombay^s 
extent cannot want safe lodgments, as it can never be so warmly or 
closely besieged, but there may be sheds erected in places free from the 
enemy^s shot or shells. It is also my opinion that, for the distance of 
400 yards at least from the foot of the glacis, the Esplanade should be 
cleared from all incumbrances and levelled. As I have observed many 
of the works (the parapets in particular) Iiave given way and separated 
in a very short time, I have taken some pains to inspect into the 
nature of the workmen and upon the w^hole of my observation find the 
masons and bricklayers in particnlar have a very imperfect know- 
ledge of carrying on the works of a fortification, as they pay no Sort 
of regard to laying the masonry in proper and regular courses without 
which a work can never be durable. All that I can say to them on 
this subject is of no sort of consequence any longer than I remain 
on the spot. This, gentlemen, makes me take the liberty to beg you 
will request the Honourable Company’s sending from Europe six good 
workmen (at least) in each of the branches in the list subjoined to be 
under the directions of the engineer or as the Honourable Governor 
and Council shall think proper. These, gentlemen, are the principal 
observations and remarks which I beg leave to offer to your considera- 
tion at present^ 


^ Principal Engineer Captain Thomas Keating to Bombay Government 20tii Nove 
1764, Pub. Diary 43 of 1764, 676 - 670. 
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A hstract * of the Troops mecessary for the defence of the fortress of Bombay, supposing 
it to he. attacked, and finished according to the present plan, SOth November 176//* 


Place, 


The face at* 
tacked, sap- 1 
pose it in< 
front of the | 
bazar gate. 


Mai>d\d bastion . 
Opposite do. 

Do.’s Cavalier 
Curtain 
Ravelin ... 

Two lunettes 
Counter guard , 
Covert way 
To the a(l|acent front one-third of 
the attacked front’s complement ,j 
To other 5 fronts, one-third of thc^ 
attacked front’s complement. 
From Tloyal bastion to Pier-head 

Saluting battery 

Castle 

Zigzag battery under the Castle 
Town line between Zigzag and, 
Mandvi bastion. 

Total 


Number of 
Ordnance. 

Engi* 

neers. 

Artillery- 

Infantiy, 

General. 

m 

o 

i 

1 

§ 

4 

ca 

Officers. 

2 

<» . 

1 

o 

d 

125 

1 

d 

Additional. 

Officers. 

1 

a> 

M.. 

'xi 

i 

11 

1 

' 8 

1*13 inch 

> 

li 

1 

1 

16 

24 

1 

1 

25 

69 

6 

1*10 do. 

j-... 


... 

1 

12 

18 

1 

1 

25 

■■■69 ■ 

5 

... 


u. 

1 

1 

10 

15 


1 

12 

40 

2 

1-8 do. 

... 

... 

... 

1 

4 

6 

2 

2 

50 

65 

13 

1'8 do. 


« ( 

1 

2 

26 

39 

2 

2 

50 

123 

10 

... 

i ^ 

§ } 

2 

2 

20 

30 

w 

2 

24 

£0 

C 

... 

1 - 

^ ) 

... 

1 

12 

18 


1 

12 

44 

... 

6 Royals 


( 

1 

1 

6 

10 

4 

4 

100 

.126 

52 

4 do. 

•» 


2 

8 

35 

53 

3 


100 

200 

2CO 

2*106 

... 

1 ; 

6 

10 

106 

160 

10 

11 

298 

605 

35 

... 



1 

2 

12 

36 


2 

24. 

77 

18 


1 


... 

... 1 

1 

3 

9 

1 j 

12 

26 

96 

••• 

... i 


1 

2 i 

12 

36 

2 

2 

50 

105 

12 

... 



... 

1 1 

3 

9 


1 

12 

26 


— 



- 

... 1 




1 

12 

13 

... 1 

22 


3 

16 

28 ' 

1 

‘275 

1 

457 

34 

39 

806 

1658 


No artillery allowed to work IG mortars, but suppose them to be served by those detached to 
the guns. 

iV.iS.— If any ships of the enemies are in sight, the sea face will require a great many more men. 
Constant artillerymen in the laboratory and many others as artilloers, not allowed for. 


At the same day^s Consultation the Board passed the following orders 
on the above report : Bead a letter from the principal engineer, 
wherein agreeable to our orders on his first arrival he gives his opinion 
of the works now carrying on and which, of them he thinks most 
immediatel}^ necessary to be completed. On taking his opinion into 
consideration it is observed that Captain Keating, at the same time 
that he recommends the immediate completing of some other works, 
says it is absolutely necessary some speedy resolutions should be taken 
about Dongri fort. As our present circumstances will not admit of our 
carrying on both at the same time, that gentleman is called in and 
asked whether the works already begun should be first finished or 
Dongri fortified. On tliis he declares the former to be most essential. 
At the same time he is of opinion no delay should be allowed in 
setting about a plain and simple fortification at Dongri whenever 
circumstances will admit of it. He is therefore now directed to carry 
on the works in the maimer he points out in his letter and in the 
meantime to prepare and lay before us a plan of such a work as ha 
Judges absolutely necessary at Dongri. It is agreed likewise to request 
our Honourable Masters in the address now preparing by the Alison to 
send out the artificers Captain Keating represents to be necessary.^ 

Early in the next year, February 1765, want of funds compelled 
the Bombay Government to stop all fortification works. ^ Two months 
later, the 25th April 1765, they write to the Court: Little has been 


^ In this statement 2^. C. denotes non-comniissioned and G. and M. probably 


fifunnera and matrosses. 

® = IJoni. Got. Consultation 20th Nov. 1764, Pnb. Diary 43 of 1764, 671-672. 
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little enough for defending a front of the same extent. By a consi- 
deration of those matters yoiir Honours, I flatter myself, will be con- 
vinced of the absurdity of an engineer extending the works of a fortress 
one inch beyond the real necessity. Had the money that has been 
expended on the outworks been properly made use of in repairing the 
body of the place and giving it a proper covert way and glacis, I wdll 
venture to say we might (supposing Dongri to have a simple and plain 
fortification) bid defiance to any force that can be brought into this 
|)art of the world, and that with one-half the number of troops required 
to garrison our intended plan. The mentioning Dongri, gentlemen, * 
has led me in part to give my present opinion of that spot as speedy 
resolutions are absolutely necessary to be taken in regard to it. I 
give it as my humble opinion that fortifying Dongri is the most eligible 
and best method, as the removal will be attended wdth a very heavy 
and tedious expense. On the other hand, if fortified, it is so very 
commodiously situated for the annoyance of an enemy in their 
approaches, and in all probability may retard a siege until reinforeed, 
and lastly as it is capable of being fortified at a moderate expense by 
having the materials near at hand. Upon considering the affair of 
lodgments for the troops off duty in ease of being attacked, I offer it 
as my opinion that finishing the works I have before mentioned is 
of more consequence for two reasons : First works begun and not 
finished are a heavy expense for no end. Second a place of Bombay^s 
extent cannot w’-ant safe lodgments, as it can never be so warmly or 
closely besieged, but there may be sheds erected in places free from the 
enemy^s shot or shells. It is also my opinion that, for the distance of 
400 yards at least from the foot of the glacis, the Esplanade should be 
cleared from all incumbrances and levelled. As I have observed many 
of the works (the parapets in particular) have given way and separated 
in a very short time, I have taken some pains to inspect into the 
nature of the workmen and upon the whole of my observation find the 
masons and bricklayers in particular have a very imperfect know- 
ledge of carrying on the works of a fortification, as they pay no Sort 
of regard to laying the masonry in proper and regular courses without 
which a work can never be durable. All that I can say to them on 
this subject is of no sort of consequence any longer than I remain 
on the spot. This, gentlemen, makes me take the liberty to beg 
will request the Honourable Company's sending from Europe six good 
workmen (at least) in each of the branches in the list subjoined to be 
under the directions of the engineer or as the Honourable Governor 
and Council shall think proper. These, gentlemen, are the principal 
observations and remarks which I beg leave to offer to your considera- 
tion at present^ 


^ Principal Engineer Captain Thomas Keating to Bombay Covermnent 20th Noy« 
1764, Pub. Diary 43 of 1764, 676 • 679. 
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Ahstmct^ of the Troops necessary for the defence of Oie fortress of Bombay, supposing 
it to he attached, and finUhed according to the present plan, 30th November IT 64 , 
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No artilleiy allowed to work 16 mortars, but suppose them to be served by those detached to 
the fruns, 

iV.if.-— If any ships of the enemies are in sight, the sea face will require a great many more men. 

Constant artillerymen in the laboratory and many others as artificers, not allowed for. 

At the same day^s Consultation the Board passed the following orders 
on the above report : Read a letter from the principal engineer, 
wherein agreeable to our orders on his first arrival he gives Iiis opinion 
of the works now carrying on and which of them he thinks most 
immediately necessary to be completed. On taking his opinion into 
consideration it is observed that Captain Keating, at the same time 
that he recommends the immediate completing of some other works, 
says it is absolutely necessary some spee% resolutions should be taken 
alx)ut Dongri fort. As our present circumstances will not admit of our 
carrying on both at the same time, that gentleman is called in and 
asked whether the works already begun should be first finished or 
Dongri fortified. On this he declares the former to be most essential. 
At the same time he is of opinion no delay should be allowed in 
setting about a plain and s^ple fortification at Dongri whenever 
circumstances will admit of it. He is therefore now directed to carry 
on the works in the manner he points out in his letter and in the 
meantime to prepare and lay before tis a plan of such a work as ho 
judges absolutely necessary at Dongri. It is agreed likewise to request 
our Honourable Masters in the address now preparing by the Anson to 
send out the artificers Captain Keating represents to be necessary.^ 

Early in the next year, February 1765, want of funds compelled 
the Bombay Government to stop all fortification works. ^ Two months 
later, the 25th April 1765, they write to the Court: Little has been 

^ In this statement K. C. denotes non-commissioned and G. and M, probably 
simners and inatrosses. 

® = Bom. Gov. Consultaiiioa 20th Nov. 1764, Pub. Diary 43 of 1764, 671-672. 
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done to the fortifications since our last address. On the 26th February 
finding the balance in our treasury to he reduced to Bs, 17^000 
and that we had then very little probability of soon having it in our 
power to recruit it we determined^ as a measure which could not in 
such circumstances be avoided^ to discharge at the end of that month 
all the workmen employed on the fortifications as well as on the docks 
and other public works. ' Although we were atid still are thoroughly 
sensible of the utility and indeed absolute necessity of completing these 
works, yet as it is peace we were of opinion this service could better be 
dispensed with than any other. Circumstanced as we w- ere it was 
impossible to carry on those works and our investments at the same 
time. As soon as our situation will possibly admit w’-e shall not fail to 
complete the \vorksd 

At a Consultation the 5th March 1765 Government considered the 
assistant engineer’s representation regarding the arches to the 
gateway of the Church gate ravelin and passed the following orders : 
The assistant engineer represents that the arches to the gateway of 
the ravelin at the Church gate will infallibly go to ruin unless eom]3leted 
out of hand, which may be done in two months by 229 wmrkmen and 
labourers whose pay will nob exceed Rs. 1500 a month. It is therefore 
agreed to complete them ; and as the lunettes are represented to be 
unnecessary, it is ordered that the guns thereon be dismounted and the 
platforms taken up.^ 

On the 10th May 1765, the principal engineer Captain Keating 
submitted a report showing the progress made in the fortifications since 
his arrival : On my taking charge of the engineer's department 
the works in hand were the ravelin before the Church gate, the 
dock pier head, and the additional works in the Castle. The Church 
gate ravelin has one of its faces and flank raised as high as the 
cordon, the other face and flank not so high by two feet, no j)art 
of the gateway was begun and not more than half the rampart 
filled in. The parapet is now entirely completed. The arches of the 
gateway turned and the rampart filled up and little more is w'anting 
to finish the whole of tliis work than covering the arches, terracing it, 
and laying the platforms. This I believe will be completed vdth the 
number of workmen now employed by the 14th or 15th of next month. 
The curtain between the cavalier and flagstaff bastions in the castle 
was ordered some time before I arrived to be lowered six feet and new 
parapets to be built to the aforesaid bastions. The parapet of the 
flagstaff bastion was finished except the banquette, that of cavalier 
just begun, and the lowering of the curtain commenced the day I 
arrived (SOtli September), The whole of this work was finished ‘9th 
January 1765. 

The clock pier head, the other work then in hand, has been raised 
upwards of twelve feet. It had long since been finished had we not been 
detained for the carpenteris work which is to come from the marine 
yard. Ten ma sons, six hard stone-cutters, and 40 labourers will finish the 

57, Pub. Bep. Letters to Goiirt Vol. 12 of 
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wort in 17 or 18 days. On finisliing the works in the castle I set 
some part of the ^vorkmen to carry on the ravelin before the Apollo 
gate^ one face and flank of this work was raised almost as high as the 
eordon_, the other face for the most seven and eight feet lower, and the 
other flank the foundation not begun and very little of the ditch dug. 
The whole of this ravelin (except eleven feet of one face and one flank 
which is ten feet lower) is now raised to the cordon, a good part of the 
ditch before the south-west face and flank dug, and the glacis before 
this part well advanced as also that before the Church gate. Those are 
the whole of the works on which any jpeople have been emj)loyed since 
my taking ^karge of the post of engineer.^ 

After visiting the several outf or ts Major J. Gouin submits the 
following report to Government on the 24<th September 1765 : In 
consequence of your Honour’s direction I have cai'efully visited the 
several ontforts in company with the engineer and commanding ofEcer 
of the train. I find them to be in very good eondition. but beg leave to 
point out the following necessary alterations and repairs. The line of 
communication between Sion and Rewa forts to be repaired as also the 
redan of the said line. The front of Rewa next the w^ater to be 
raised with some altemtions in the figure so as to be flanked ; one of 
the bastions of Mahim fort to be made a retirement to serve by way of 
citadel. All these are esteemed by the engineer absolutely necessary.^ 

On this report the Government remark : Read a letter from Major 
Gouin representing that sundry additions and repairs are absolutely 
necessary to the several ontforts : ordered that copy of this letter be sent 
to the engineer who must be directed to frame and lay before the Board 
an estimate of the expense which will be incurred by the repairs and 
additions therein mentioned when we shall come to a resolution.^ 


At a Consultation the 19th November 1765, the Board record : The 
grand chauki being greatly out of repair the land pajmiaster now lays 
before us an estimate of the expense which will be incurred by repairing 
it amounting to Es. 2174|. Ordered that the same be repaired 
accordingly.^ 

It has been noticed above that the plan of the fort and town prepared 
by the sub-engineer Mr. Werner was submitted to the Court of 
Directors. Their orders regarding this plan dated 22nd March 1765, 
were received some time before the close of the same yeai% The Court 
say : By the S'peaher w^e received the plan of the fort and town di’awm 
by Mr. Werner, Yi e observe what you say about the works and should 
have given our opinion thereon agreeable to your desire by this con- 
veyance. But as we last year sent out Captain Thomas Keating as 
principal engineer at your settlement, we think it proper to defer our 
opinion until we have his sentiments on the works in general and Dongri 
in particular. At Dongri we would have no additional works made until 
you have our further orders ; it appears to be a matter of consequence and 


^ Principal Engineer to Government lOthMay 1705, Pub. Diary 4 i of 1765, .300, 307 
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Chapter lY yon must continue to pay due regard to our orders about carrying on 
Fortifications woibs. 

and Buildings. In liis letter to Government on the 4tli February 1766 tbe Principal 
A olio Gate Engineer 'writes : As the Apollo ravelin and lunettes are now so far 

Eaveiin,^ advanced that a number of bricklayers are unnecessary for that work^ 

i766, ' I take the liberty to recommend to your Honoui*s the carrpng on the 
adjoining redoubts during the remainder of the fair season. The 
additional monthly expense incurred by canydng on the above work 
will not exceed Rs. 1200 exclusive of materials.^ 

At the same day^s Consultation on perusing the above letter Govern- 
ment remark : The engineer recommends completing the redoubts at 
the Apollo ravelin. This is agreed to as the bricklayers must otherwise 
he discharged^ and when once they leave the island it is difSeult as well 
as expensive to get others.^ 

Frincipal Five days latei^ the 9th February 1766, the Principal Engineer submits 

Engineer's |^jg progress report to Government. He writes : Under the lOtli of 
Frogress^Eepor , j before the Honourable Board the progress made in the 

fortifications from my arrival to that day, I am now to acquaint 
your tionours the Church gate ravelin wants nothing to complete 
than laying the platform most of which is ready for nailing down 
and making doors and wdndow shutters for the arched rooms of tlie 
gateway. This work would have been long since finished but that 
I judged it best to let the filling of the rampart settle well before 
I laid the platforms or made the banquettes. The dock and pier 
head remain as per my last for want of the timber work being 
completed. The masonry of the Apollo ravelin is finished all but the 
gateway. A small part of the rampart and parapet adjoining that of the 
lunettes will be completed in a few days. Forming the ditch of the 
above ravelin has been a very heavy work* In most places we have 
been obliged to cut by mines through nine, ten, and eleven foot of solid 
and hard rock. ' The ditch is now well advanced as well as the whole of 
the ravelin lunettes covert way and glacis except the terracing over the 
gateway and raising the banquettes and the platforms which will be 
. ^ completed before the setting in of the rains. I am also carrying on 

the glacis and covert way from the Apollo ravelin toAvards the south- 
west redoubt. At present this redoubt has a little more than half 
its face raised within four feet of the cordon and the ditch is one-third 
formed. I propose forwarding this work as fast as possible during 
the remainder of the fair season. 

On the 29th of last month I received from Mr. Ramsay a copy of 
t]]e 117th paragraph of the general letter from the Honourable the 
Court of Directors wherein they say that nothing relative to the 
fortifying Dongri must he undertaken until they have my sentiments 
thereon. In my letter to the Honourable Board under the 20th 
November 1764 I have given it as my opinion that fortifying DongTi 


^ Court to Bombay 22nd March 1765 para 117, Pub. I)ep, Comet’s L. Yol. 7 of 1705 - 
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was bj no means to be neglected. For supposing the whole o£ our 
works to be completely finished and an enemy in possession of Dongri^ 
it has so very formidable a command that the place must infallibly 
Ml in a short time, I beg leave to take the liberty to recommend 
to your notice the great necessity of carrying on the works in general, 
having at this time the advantage of a tranquil peace. For should it 
happen that war were to break out between any European Powers 
and the Honourable Oompany, the works then must be carried on 
with such hurry and confusion as must be attended with many incon- 
veniences particularly the two following: First the procuring more 
than 600 or 700 labourers at short notice becomes at all times very 
expensive, I may venture to say one-half more than at present since 
in such extremities they must be furnished with provisions. Secondly, 
works obliged to be carried into execution upon emergencies of this 
kind are seldom if ever properly conducted. The people employed 
on them are mostly unacquainted with their business, so that badly 
put together works are (it may be) scarcely finished before an enemy 
attacks them. The consequence is the works’ are fired from before 
they are half cemented. It follows that by the explosion of our 
cannon they are shaken and rent to pieces, perhaps to the very found- 
ation. And, if you are so lucky as to keep possession of them, they 
are constantly in want of repair. These are some of the bad conse- 
qiienees that may arise from want of timely determination which I beg 
leave to submit to your better consideration.^ 

Two days later, on the 11th February, the Board ordered that this 
report follow this Consultation and a copy be transmitted to our 
Honourable Masters by the True Briton? 

At the close of the rains of 1766, 21st October 1766 the Principal 
Engineer made the following recommendations : As the season is now 
opened I beg leave to recommend to the Board the finishing the retaining 
wall of the rampart within the town to commence near the Apollo 
Gate. This work I the more warmly recommend as the works of 
the body in general sustain the greatest damage for want of the 
said wall and the cattle having free access to all parts of the 
ramj)art and parapet a heavy daily expense is thereby incurred. 
An additional advantage will be gained by carrying on this work 
at present as it is nearly connected with the works in hand and is 
more immediately under close inspection. The additional expense 
of carrying this work on, all materials included, will be about 
Es. 2400 a month. I must once more heg leave to mention and 
recommend to the Board^s most serious attention and consideration 
the absolute necessity for commencing the fortifying of Dongri 
hill. To leave this post in its present defenceless state must in 
case of an attack infallibly cause the loss of Bombay. In order that 
the Honourable Court of Directors may the more fully , and clearly 
understand the situation and consequence of Dongri I take the 
liberty of making the follo-wing* remarks. The Mandvi and Royal 
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bastions are tlie extremity of the sea or harbour (as also the land 
faces) bearing nearly north by west and south by east. The town is 
an oblong widening gradually from the Mandvi to the Royal bastions 
of wdiich the above bastions are the greatest extremities and is 
composed of six more bastions facing towards Back Bay and the 
land. Dongri hill the greatest height in the town, bears nearly 
north of the Mandvi bastion, distance 329 yards,, its height 3(5 
feet above the terreplein of the rampart. By being so advantageously 
situated Dongri hill has a most formidable plunging fire both in 
reverse and enfilade into all the sea and most of the land faces of 
the town. An enemy once in possession of Dongri and their batteries 
judiciously erected, it would be next to impossible for the place to make 
any tolerable defence. No wonder if the most alarming consequences 
are to be dreaded from the neglect of a post of so great importance, 
the more especially as the hill is naturally formed and situated to admit 
of being strongly fortified at a moderate expense. If strongly 
fortified and sufiiciently garrisoned I will venture to affirm, considering 
our great distance from Europe and the many disadvantages an enemy 
labours under in such expeditions, Dongri will most effectually 
secure the Honourable Company's settlements on this coast. ‘ I am 
now prej)aring and in a few days shall lay before the Board a plan of 
the works which I think the most adapted and least expensive for 
securing Dongri.-^ 

This letter was read at the same day^s Consultation when the 
Board remarked : Read a letter from the principal engineer Captain 
Thomas Keating, recommending the completing the retaining wall of 
the rampart within the town ' and urging the necessity of erecting a 
fortification npon Dongri hill. The consideration of this is deferred 
until the plan he mentions in his letter is ready to be laid before us.” 

At a Consultation, the 28th October, the same year, the Prineij^al 
Engineer submitted a plan regarding Dongri, when the Board remarked : 
The principal engineer now delivers a rough draft of the work he 
proposes to erect upon Dongri hill. As the determining of this 
seems to be a matter of great importance, it is agreed to meet again 
to-moiTOw purposely to consider thereof when the major and engineer 
must also be present. In the meantime the Secretary is directed to have 
recourse to our Honourable Masters’Jate orders on this subject that 
we may regulate ourselves conformable thereto in the resolution we 
may ta,ke on the engineers letter.^ 

As agreed on the previous day, on the 29th October the Board met 
to consider the proposals regarding Dongri hill. The Bombay Diary 
of that clay has the following entry : Jiet agreeable to our resolution 
purposely to take into consideration the principal engineer's letter 
read and entered the 21st instant wherein lie recommends the 
finishing the ^ retaining wall of the rampart within the town and 
strongly urges the necessity of erecting a fortification upon Dongri 
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hill agreeable to a plan yesterday laid before ns. . His letter being 
reperused and duly and maturely weighed and considered and the 
finishing the retaining wall of the rampart appearing to us to be a 
very necessary work and one that must sooner or later be completed^ 
and as he represents the monthly expense of it will not exceed Es. 3400^ 
he is ordered to carry the same into execution without loss of time, 
Notwithstanding the very urgent manner in which the principal engineer 
sets forth the . necessity of erecting a fortification nj)on Dongri hilly 
as on reference to our Honourable Masters^ orders for these three years 
past^ we find they ex|)ressly forbid this work being carried on without 
further orders from them, we cannot possibly proceed thereon rmtil 
such orders are received. Therefore that no further time may be lost 
in setting about this necessary work, Captain Keating is ordered to 
finish the plan now before us in a proper manner and to prejaare a 
profile of the hill to be transmitted to our Honourable Masters by the 
Royal Charlotte with any remarks or explanations he may think 
proper to lead them or those whom they may be pleased to consult on 
the occasion to form a proper judgment thereof. It is agreed that at 
the same time we set forth the absolute necessity of this work being 
erected without delay and deshe their final orders regarding it.^ 

On the 25ih November the^ same year as deshed in the previous 
month, the Principal Engineer submits to Government a survey of 
Dongri. Captain Keating writes : Agreeable to your orders of the 29th 
ultimo, I now lay before you a survey of Dongri hill taking in the 
space of six hundred yards from the salient angle of the Manclvi bastion 
with one centre and five cross and diagonal sections of that plot as also 
my design for fortifying the said hill. Upon examining wdth accuracy 
into the present state of the old tower laid down in the plan I find 
the late Captain Werner succeeded so far in his intentions of demolish- 
ing it from the top of the parapet to within four feet of its offset. I am 
not able to give any kind of reason (nor do I believe it possible to 
give a good reason) for his attempting to demolish the said tower. 
For let the form given to the defences of the hill be what it will 
they must at all events take in the tower. Equally certainly tie 
tower must be a wmrk of the utmost consequence being so high as to 
have a very formidable command over an enemy in the whole of their 
approaches either against Dongri or the adjacent polygon of the town. 
The finding the said tower cannot be turned to so good an account as 
I at first expected, has led me to make some alterations in my first 
design. This I think when executed will fully answer the defending 
this post. In this design I have endeavoured to help nature at as 
little expense as is possible by not extending the works more than 
wdiat cannot possibly be avoided without the place becoming so very 
small as to be able to make only a like small defence. On the other 
hand had the design been more extensive the expense would be greatly 
increased by carrying the works on the low ground which of course 
must very much enlarge the expense of masonry. My reasons for not 
making any works to flank the west face of the S. W, B. S. bastion 
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mid tlie N. E. B. N. face of the S. S. E. bastion was that in my 
opinion an enenay will never venture to carry on an attack a-gainst the 
former as in that case they must be situated between two very 
heavy fires. And supposing they should first take the town they then 
would find themselves very severely galled in their approaches on the 
angle of this bastion by a heavy plunging fire from the round tower 
which by being so much above thena they will find very hard to ruin 
even in its defences. There may likewise be a temporary battery erected 
near the gorge of the S. W. B. W, demi-bastion that will also flank 
the said face. In regard to the N. E. B. N. face of the S. S. E, 
bastion there is no ground for an enemy to work on. Even if there was^ 
great part of the objections is removed by the same advantages from 
the old tower and a like battery near the gorge of the other demi- 
bastion. Although the design is small yet we shall be able to present 
a pretty formidable front to the hill. And the curtains being arched 
afford very commodious repositories for all kinds of stores and p)rovisions. 
The magazines, from their situation near the flanks of the bastions, will be 
very secure. Should, after a length of siege, we be obliged to evacuate 
the fort, the magazines being used as mines will serve to open the 
whole front to the adjacent polygon so that an enemy will not find* 
their expectations so fully answered as they might hope. The arched 
rooms of the rampart with a little trouble may be turned to the same 
use as likewise the round tower. As a great deal depends on the iflaee 
making a long defence we should endeavour to make use of every art 
in order to spin time to its greatest verge so as to be able to benefit 
from the many casualties to which an army in these climates is liable, 
as likewise from any succours which may be expected from our other 
settlements, A long defence in a great measure dej)ends on being 
able to keep up a good and safe communication between the towm and 
Dongri fort, in order that in case of an attack on the said fort there 
may be a constant relief of fresh troops thrown into it ever}’' twenty- 
four hours. Eor those reasons too much care or pains cannot be taken 
to have such a communication. This will I think be fully answered 
in my design as I intend the communication to be covered -with a 
strong parapet wall seven and a half feet high covered with a glacis 
which from its situation is very little subject to an enfilade. Upon 
the whole I think the form of this design will fully prevent an enemy 
possessing themselves of this post without a regular and obstiimte 
siege. Should they think it best first to reduce the town and in that 
attemi^t succeed, I think our army by sending a good part of their 
stores into Dongri and taking post to the northward of it, might 
change the scene and from the besieged become the besiegers. Or at 
least prolong the reduction of the ’ island until we received succours 
or might be able to form proper connections on the continent. Prom 
considering the sections of the plan now before you and by the 
knowledge each gentleman in Council has of the hilFs situation and 
form, the Honourable Board will be able to form a complete Judgment 
of the matter. To these plans I therefore beg leave to referd 
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On the above letter at their Consultation the same day the Board 
remark: Read a letter from the Principal Engineer accompanying his 
plan for fortifying Doiigri, This plan is now inspected by the Board 
with copy of the letter ordered to be transmitted to the Honourable 
Court of Directors by the agreeable to our resolution 

of the 29th ultimo.^ 

On the 18th of November 1766 Colonel Keating the principal 
engineer^ submitted his third progress report. He writes : Under the 
9th February last I laid before the Honourable Board the progress 
made in the new fortifications from my arrival to that day. I am 
now to inform your Honours what has been done from that time to 
this date. Except the doors and window shutters of the arched 
rooms, the Church gate ravelin is now complete and the guns are 
mounted thereon. The dock pier head wants nothing more than the 
masonry filling round the mast which could not be done in the rains. 
Finishing this will be the work of a few days. Except laying the 
platforms, making the banquettes, cleaning a small part of the ditch, 
and fixing the standing and drawbridge the Apollo ravelin is 
finished. The retaining wall of the glacis has been carried round from 
the salient angle of the Apollo gate ravelin to the Church gate 
ravelin in length 2818 feet containing 3870 solid feet of masonry. 
The glacis is carried from its extremity near the salient angle of the 
Royal bastion round the S. W. redoubt or ravelin in length 2083 
feet. The palisading of the covert way has been carried from the 
salient angle of the Apollo ravelin to the salient angle of the S. W. 
ravelin in length about 1150 feet. As I found the S. W. and W. 
ravelin would be trifling works and of very little use if finished accord- 
ing to Mr. Werner^s plan, 1 have carried on their faces and terminated 
them on the counterscarp of the body and communicated their ditches 
with the main ditch. These alterations render them much more for- 
midable as the curtain and adjacent flanks are better covered and the 
communication of the ditches prevents them from being carried by 
assault to which they were very liable before by having their ditches 
detached and their gorge open to the covert way. This will be more 
plainly demonsti-ated by reference to Mr. Werner’s plan. Being in 
great want of magazines and store rooms I have constructed one small 
magazine in each of those ravelins capable of containing upwards of 
three hundred barrels of powder each. Also one store room for holding 
tiie artillery apparatus of the work. Those magazines and store roonis 
are quite secured ; they will be very useful and the expense is 
little* I have also opened a communication from the body of the place 
to each of those ravelins. This communication which was entirely 
omitted in Mr. Werner^s design, makes those works capable of being 
defended to the last extremity and then affords a safe retreat. The 
S, W, ravelin is raised all round within four feet of the cordon stone, 
the pillars for the bridge of communication are finished, the timber for 
the standing part of the bridge laid, and the passage of communication 
through the curtain is raised to the spring of the arch. The west 
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ravelin lias its ramparts sometBing more advanced and tlie pillars 
of the bridge of communication are finished. But the passage through 
the curtain is not yet ’ begun. Upon the whole the works on this 
side of the town are so far advanced as to give me hopes of lia\dng 
it in my power to get the whole of the fortification from the Apollo 
gate to the Church gate (except filling the glacis) finished both body 
and out- works by the setting in of the ensuing rains. 

I hope by the sailing of the next ship to be able to lay a plan of the 
works in general (with the alterations and additions made by me) 
before the Board which will the more fully explain to the Honourable 
Court of Directors the advantages gained thereby.^ 

On perusing the same day the above letter from the Prineipal 
Engineer giving an account of the progress made in the works since 
the Tme Bnton\^ departure, the Board ordered it to be entered in the 
diary and a copy transmitted to the Court of Directors.^ 

About this time (1766), regarding the fortifications of Bombay, 
Mr. Forbes (Or. Mem. 1. 151) writes : The town of Bombay is about 
two miles in circumference surrounded by modern fortifications with a 
fosse, drawbridges, three principal gates and several sallyports ; but 
the works having been constructed under different engineers without 
any regular plan cannot boast of the strength or uniformity wdiich 
would otherwise have characterized them. 

In their Bombay letter of the 4th April 1767 the Court make the 
following remarks on a plan for cleaning the town ditch proposed in a 
Bombay Uespatcli of the 29th. April 1766 : We approve the method 
yon propose of cleaning the town ditch under direction of our paymastei\ 
It is absolutely necessary to have the ditch cleaned in a proper manner, 
otherwise its state might have a bad effect upon the health of the 
inhabitants. The expense of this cleaning must be charged to the town. 

On the 15th May 1767, Colonel Keating, the principal engineer, 
laid before Government liis plan of the fortifications of the town. He 
writes : I now lay before the Honourable Board a plan of the fortifi- 
cations of the town of Bombay, showing the alterations and additions 
made by me. My reasons for these changes I gave the Board under the 
18th November 1766, and to them I beg leave to refer. Under the 
said date I laid before you the then state of the works, since wliicli 
time I have done as follows. Finished the dock pier head ; raised a 
traverse barbette at the extremity of the curtain near the pier bastion 
to command ships heading into the road; raised a barbette battery 
on the south-east face of the Royal bastion for the above purpose ; 
altered the south-west face and new laid the platforms of the Royal 
bastion so as to have a fire to command the passage from Old Woman^s 
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island on which diitlierto not a single gun bore finished and repaired: 
the parapet o£ the body and banquettes from the salient angle of the Pier 
bastion to the north flank of the Stanhope bastion excepting that part 
immediately adjoining the passage of communication to the south-west 
ravelin; finished the retaining wall of the ramparts and its tains '(or 
slope) from the Pier bastion to the Church gate in length three hundred 
and seventy toises, containing about 41^050 solid feet of masonry, and 
filled in the rampart; raised a traverse cavalier in the gorge of the 
Church bastion, containing about 21,756 solid feet of masonry, and 
filled with earth; the Queen^s lunette is finished, platforms laid, and 
ready to receive its guns. 

The work of filling the glacis has been carried from the south-west 
ravelin nearly to the salient angle of the west ravelin, in length about 
ninety-two toises. This work has been very heavy being most part 
deep hollow ways. Palisading the covert way has not been much 
advanced for want of timber. The south-west and west ravelins are 
well advanced, I believe they will be finished (except laying the plat- 
forms, flooring of the magazines and bridges) in about six weeks. 
This is the present state of the fortifications. I have taken every step 
in my power to forward them with the greatest expedition and as little 
expense as possible.^ 

On perusing the above letter the same day the Board resolve that a 
copy of this letter with a plan of the fortifications in their present 
state, 1)6 transmitted by DtirotiaJdre to our Honourable Masters.^ 

On the 23rd December the principal engineer submitted a farther 
progress report. He writes : Agreeable to an order of tile Honour- 
able Board sent me tliis day by Mr. Secretary Ramsay, 1 now lay 
before you the progress made in the Honourable Company's fortifica- 
tions since the loth of last May. The glacis near the salient angle of 
the west ravelin has been completed in length upwards of 50 toises. 
This part being a very deep chasm has been attended with heavy labouri 
The palisading of the covert way has been carried from the salient 
angle of the south-west ravelin to the salient angle of the space left 
for a lunette opposite to the S. S. west face of Church gate ravelin, in 
length 1839 feet. Terrace platforms and banquettes have been made 
to the Apollo ravelin, the arched rooms of its gateway plastered, 
the guard rooms paved, the ditcli finished, and the standing and draw- 
bridge completed, except the balance beam ; so that this work is ready 
to receive its guns. A new bridge has been made to the Apollo gate, 
the old being too narrow, as also much decayed. The south-west and 
west ravelins are completed except laying the platforms, laying the 
magazine fioors (which is near half finished), and arching the passages 
of communication. All these will be done this season, A guard room 
has been built in the rampart adjoining the Church gate for the 
use of that guard as also necessary houses. On the 5th of May last 


^ Principal Engineer Col. Keating to Government IStli May 1767, Pub. Diary 48 of 
1:767; 330 -331. \ 

"Bom. Gov. Consultation 15tli May 1767, Pub. Diary 48 of 1767, 329, 
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I lined out the new ravelin marked in the plan 26 ^ and^ previous to the 
Honourable Governor'^s knowledge, took the liberty to name it 
Hodges' ravelin. It is now raised in all parts eleven feet above the level 
of its ditch. The contents of the masonry now finished is 129^154 
solid feet; part of its ditch is formed; the glacis from the salient 
angle of the Church gate i-avelin to the salient angle of Hodges^ 
ravelin is complete, in length 229 toises; as also the retaining wall, in 
length 1368 feet containing 18,240 solid feet of masonry. 

The 2 1st of last September I set about removing the sand hill and 
levelling the esplanade to the northward of the Church gate. Since 
that time, as near as I can compute, upwards of 480,000 solid feet of 
sand and earth have been removed from the sand hills and filled into holes 
and the low batty grounds between the Clmrch gate and Moormen^s 
burying ground. This is a work which is attended with great trouble. 
Nevertheless it is indispensably necessary, as great part of the sand 
hills are upwards of ten feet higher than the level of the esplanade, 
while the batty grounds are so very low and also dry in the fair 
season that an enemy might make their approaches on that side with- 
out our guns causing them more than a very slight annoyance. 

On the 8th November last a road was commenced leading from the 
Church gate to the black town, and one branching from it to the 
road leading from the baz4r gate. These roads are to confine 
carriages and other vehicles from cutting the glacis and esplanade, the 
repairs of which must be attended with expense. Each road is forty 
feet wide. The road from Church gate to the black town is carried 
very near its full length of 360 yards. Another branch from this road 
leading 672 feet to the English burying ground is nearly finished. 
On the 1st of last November the work of removing the upper part of 
the Governor-’s late dwelling house in the Castle was begun. The 
lower parts or as much as may be found serviceable are intended to be 
arched, and made bomb-proof for holding artillery and other stores, as also 
for lodging the Governor in time of a siege. The upper story, except 
that part immediately over the laboratory, is removed. How many 
of the lower apartments will answ^er the proposed end is not in my 
power at present to determine as they appear to be in a veiy ruinous 
state. ^ 

At the same day^s Consultation the Board read the above letter from 
the Principal Engineer giving an account of the progress of the works, 
copy of which the Board ordered to he entered in the diary and also to 
he transmitted to the Court of Directors.^ 

On the 22nd January 1768, with a view to render the pier h«^d 
serviceable both for defence and landing, the Board direct ; As the Pier 
Lead is now carrying on and may, as is represented to us, be constructed 
so as to serve both for the defence of the harbour and for landing of 


* Principal Engineer Colonel Thomas Keating to Government 23rd Dec. .1767 Ptih 
I)iaw49 of 1767, 754 -7,56. ... - * ,, , 

' » 23rd Dec.: 1767, Pub. Diary 49 of 1767, 745. 
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goods^ the Principal Engineer must for this reason be Joined with the Cha pter IT* 
superintendent in the construction of this work.-^ Fortihcations 

It has been noted that Captain Keating^s plan and profile of the and Buildings^ 
works to be erected at Dongri together with his letter on the subject Bon^riEill 
were transmitted to the Court of Directors. On eonsideiing these^^ 
papers the Court write to Bombay on the 18th March 1768 : Captain ^768^ 

Keating^s plan and profile of the works proposed to be erected on 
Dongri hill with his letter setting forth the advantages and almost 
absolute necessity of them have been considered* We have determined 
not to fortify the hill but to destroy it. Though the removal of the 
hill is represented to be a work that wull require a great length of time^ 
we apprehend if it is begun on that part of the hill next to the present 
works of the town wall^ so much may be removed in the course of a 
year as to prevent any great danger by its falling into the hands of an 
enemy. Building a fort will be attended with a great and almost 
constant expense. Besides this fort will draw off a part of our forces 
from the works within the town. Further its possible fall into the 
hands of an enemy would be attended with fatal consequences. As 
you have now our resolution to demolish Dongri no time must be lost 
in carryiDg it into execution. The stones may be taken away as 
ballast for ships. If no other method can be found an order must be 
made that all ships and vessels sailing from your port must take their 
ballast from Dongri which will save the expense of removing the stones. 

We shall depend upon your utmost attention with regard to this great 
work now to be carried on^ that all possible frugality be observed in 
every instance. See that such of our covenant servants as may be 
employed for paying and inspecting the labourers are those you can 
depend upon. If any people can be found that would undertake 
blowing up the hill by contract we should be better pleased with that 
mode of carrying on this work than any other. We are informed that 
some work of this kind has been done at a quarter rupee the square 
foot. The committee of wrorks must also regularly inspect the 
accounts and lay before the Board a monthly statement thereof,^ 

Though the Court ordered the demolition of Dongri, in the latter part 
of the same letter they provide for a final inquiry. They write : From 
the ample testimonials we have received of the abilities of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Archibald Campbell, we have been induced to appoint him our 
Chief Engineer at Bengal In order to render his services as extensively 
useful to the Company as possible, he takes passage first to your 
Presidency on the ship Thames. Then he, in conjunction wdth Colonel 
Keating, may take a survey of the works and fortifications thereat. 

What we have more particularly in view in this service is that those 
gentlemen should also take a survey of Dongri hill, and give their 
sentiments as to the propriety of its demolition or erecting a fort 


^ Bom, Gov. Consultation 22ii,d Jan. 1768, Pub. Diary 50 of 1768, 105. In tbeir letter 
to Bombay on tlie 31st Mar. 1769 para 63, tbe Oourt approve tbe Bombay orders relating 
to this double use of the Pier Head. Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 8 of 1769 -1771, 40*i 
® Court to Bombay 18tli March 1768 paras 100 and 101, Pub. JDep, Court’s Letters 
Vol, 7 of 1765-1768,335-336, Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. S of 1759-1788, 196. 
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thereon. Whatever may be their opinion in this respect must guide 
you in giving the necessary orders aceordiiigiy^ notwithstanding it 
may be entirely opposite to our direction for demolishing the lull as 
expressed under the fifth head, paragraphs 100 and 101.^ 

In the same letter the Court order the following appointments of 
engineers and military officers : Notwithstanding the advancement 
of Captain Thomas Keating to be ’Lieutenant-Colonel of artillery, he 
is still to continue in his employ of Piincipal Engineer with his present 
salary of £300 a year. This is to be in full for all allowances on 
account of that station. Captain Nikon the present assistant 
engineer to Lieutenant-Colonel Keating is to continue as assistant 
with his pay of ten shillings a day over and above his pay and 
emoluments as Captain of an artillery company in the manner he 
now enjoys. Mr. Lockhart Eiissell who now proceeds to Bombay 
is to be second assistant engineer to Lieutenant- Colonel Thomas 
Keating in the engineering department. For this his allowance is to 
be ten shillings a day and his rank with respect to the military corps, 
is to be that of Captain. The said Mr. Kiissell is also to have a 
company of artillery on the first vacancy that shall happen after 
Major 'Ihonias Lee is provided for when he is to have the iisuffi pay 
as Captain with the benefit arising from clothing. But as Mr. 
Russellk beforementioned allowance of ten shillings a day as assistant 
engineer will not be a sufficient maintenanee, until he gets the 
command of a company, we direct, until that event happens, he have 
an additional allowance of ten shillings a day, which said additional 
allowance is to cease upon his succeeding to a company. It is our 
pleasure and we accordingly direct that upon a vacancy by the death 
or otherwise of either Captain Nikon or Captain Russell, the suiudvor 
be the assistant engineer, it being onr meaning that after such an 
event there should be only one principal assistant.^ 

It has been noted that on his way to Hengal Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell was to visit Bombay and survey Dongri and the other forts. 
On the 18th October 1768, after ins|)ection, Colonel Campbell writes 
to the Bombay Government : Agreeable to youi* orders of the 30th of 
July, I have, in conjunction with Colonel Keating, taken a survey of 
the fortifications of Bombay, and executed such sections of the principal 
grounds in their environs as were necessary to determine me in the 
propriety of erazing or fortifying Dongri hill.® That my particular 
sentiments in this respect may be fully and clearly understood and 
viewed in their proper light, it is necessary that I should lay before you 
Sir and this Honourable Board a state of the fortifications as they 
stand at present, being the most effectual method of diseavering the 
material defects of this fortress, the defence it is capable of making 
against a brisk and skilful enemy^ and the. only certain means of 
investigating the weight of such reasons or tlie*^ propriety of such 
improvements as may hereafter be offered towards placing the capital 


’ Court to Bombay IStli Marcb 1768 para 132, Pub. Dcp. Court’s L. Vol. 7 of 1765- 
1768,-346. ^ ^ Ditto, paras 159 - 104 at pages 355 - 350. 

3 The plaiisreltecd -to 4u this -are Bot available. . 
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o£ this settlement with the most reasonable expense upon a ’ secure and 
respectable footing. Plan No. 1 .—The south front A. B. is by much the 
most regular part of the fortifications of Bombay and in the best state 
of repair^ altiiough from its |)osition it is little exposed to a land 
approach or open to a sea attack. Part of the outworks is deficient 
in flanking fire ; yet I am of opinion that this front is nevertheless 
capable of standing a siege proportionable to the probability of its being 
attacked, 'ihe original design of the west front B. C. is a weak long 
ill constructed line for defence, consisting of a bad disposed fire from 
several irregular projections that could afford but little reciprocal 
defence in themselves, and much less to the collateral fronts of the 
fortifications. Were it not for the additional ravelins and eovert-way 
that are already almost completed by Lieutenant-Colonel Keating, an 
enemy would have it in his power not only to advance his approaches 
rapidly to. the counterscarp of the ditch without material risk or 
impediment, but also might enjoy the means of protecting the whole 
of his trenches on this side with little trouble or inconvenience from the 
coGoanut grove and the heights of the adjacent burying ground. 
When Lieutenant-Colonel Keating^s intentions are accomplished on 
this side, an enemy will not only have a numerous artillery . to combat, 
but also an extensive and very embarrassing fire to overcome. The 
noi’th f ront C. D. is by much the smallest in capacity and weakest in 
point of defence of any of the former fronts, notwilhstanding the 
nature and situation of the ground before it renders this part of the 
fortifications the most exposed to an enemy^s attack. Por from the 
north-east quarter the hill of Dongri is scarcely distant four hundred 
yards from the body of the place and is not less than thirty-four feet 
above the terreplein of the rampart. And as this hill is open and 
very accessible towards the country, the consequence of its being 
possessed by an enemy in this state, must invevitably turn to the 
immediate loss and certain destruction of. the garrison. The front 
D. E. although it is embraced by the sea is very imprudently left open 
tow’-ards the docks for two hundred yards and to the in »rtliward of 
the castle for f350 .yards. And as the east face of the north-east 
bastion is flanked by no kind of fire, there can be no manner of doubt 
that either of those places are i)erfeetly exposed to the assault of an 
enemy after cloud of night, a time the most fit and probable for the 
execution of such an enterprise. If to those ineonveniencies in the state 
and disposition of the fortifications of Bombay and the nature of the 
ground about them, we add an entire w^ant of bomb-proof casemates 
for the lodgment and security of the troops, the only possible means 
of giving rest to a brave and active garrison so as to support 
the fatiguing operations of a siege. At the same time recollecting 
that the^ iiresent ' confined state of the ramparts, occasioned by the 
encroachment of the town buildings, deprives the garrison of that 
* space so essential and necessary for the construction of counter 
batteries, and the manceuvring of such troops and artillery as are 
absolutely indispensable in a siege, it can scarcely be denied that at 
this instant the fortress of Bombay labours under the greatest 
disadvantages that ever attended a fortification. Can Bombay therefore 
under such dreumstances withstand a tolerable sfege against a brisk 
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0iapteirl¥» and enterprising enemy acquainted with the operations of war, the 
Fortiic^ons th^ works, and directed by the knowle%e of their defects? 

and Bnildinffs. far am I from that idea that I declare it my opinion and should 

think myself highly unworthy that trust the Honourable the Directors 
'^Su pleased to repose in me, did 1 not embrace the earliest opportunity 

Fortitications, of acquainting you Sir and this Honourable Board that at this instant 

i768, Bombay is in itself so open and so insecure that it is capable of being 

assaulted at any hour in the night with the loss of a very few lives to 
an enemy. Having thns pointed out the disadvantages arising as well 
from the defects of the fortifications of Bombay as from the nature of 
the ground about them, I can now with more propriety express such 
sentiments as occurred to me relative to the most effectual and 
reasonable means of removing those inconveniencies,aiid of strengthening 
and improving their defence* 

As it seemed at one time to be the resolution of the Honourable 
Court of Directors to destroy the hill of Dongri in preference to its 
being fortified, on account of the great expense that might attend the 
building a fort thereon and keeping it in repair beside the eireumstance 
of drawing off part of the troops from the town and the fatal 
consequences of its falling into the hands of an enemy, it became a 
duty very incumbent on me upon this occasion to examine in the most 
strict and accurate manner how far it might be for the interest of the 
Honourable East India Company to have their first resolution put in 
execution. I flatter myself the measures I have taken for that purpose 
are the most effectual that could have been pursued. In the first place 
in respect to the expense that might attend removing the hill of Dongri^ i 
I found from the several sections I took along and across its ridge that 
the quantity of ground necessary to be taken away to make the situation 
of an enemy upon a level with the crest of the glacis and distant from 
the body of the place for eight hundred yards (which is absolutely the 
least that can possibly be taken away to make the town in a situation 
to withstand a tolerable siege) amounted to 5,262,490 cubic feet. As 
it is almost entirely rock^the expense of removing it at the common rate 
of one quarter of a rupee the cubic foot, would amount nearly to 
£164,452 16s. sterling. It is true that when the hill is removed 
the north front of the fortifications will then wear a better aspect: 

But from the insignificancy of its extent, the bad disposition of its 
works, the weakness of its flanks, and the injudicious manner it 
occupies the ground on this side, an enemy will always have it in his 
power to present a front double to what the fortifications can oppose 
which is directly contrary to every principle in war relative to the 
defence of works. The north front must therefore be strengthened by 
fortifications proportionable to the superiority an enemy enjoys over 
it in point of extent, to effect which the whole of this front must be I 
new modelled, and so formed as to afford the collateral fronts perfect 
security in flanks and be supported reciprocally by them. This 
circumstance alone would be attended with an additional expense to 
the Company of between ninety and a hundred thousand pounds 
sterling, besides the constant expense of keeping those works in repaii% 

It is from a thorough knowledge of these facts that my opinion is 
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entirely guided with respect to fortifying Dongri hill. I hope they 
will be satisfactory to you Sir and the Honourable gentlemen of .tliis 
Boards when I inform you that by dropping the former resolution of 
the Honourable the Court of Directors^ and fortifying Dongrg an 
expense of at least one huiidred and thirty thousand pounds sterling 
will not only be saved to the Company, but also the preservation 
of the place secured in a more ample and certain degree. It was with 
those views that 1 have executed a design for occupying the height of 
Dongri j the objects of which work are not only to cover and secure 
the whole of the- north front of the fortifications but also to throw a 
galling and plunging fire into the flank of any approaches that an 
enemy may attempt to carry upon the capitals of such works as are 
constructed between the old Mandvi bastion and the Church gate 
ravelin. This with the addition of the redoubt Z advanced upon the 
capital of Granby ^s ravelin^ will immediately put the garrison of 
Bombay in a state of enjoying a front superior in height ami equal 
in extent to anything that an enemy can possibly oppose — two of 
the most considerable advantages that can be attained in the defence of 
fortifications. It is necessary to remark that the whole ridge of Dongri 
lies between Dongri road and the sea, that the* highest part of the 
said hill is that end next the town on which the proposed wmrk is to 
be constructed, and that from thence the ridge drops gradually for a 
til on sand yards along the coast to the level of ten feet above high 
water mark. It is also prope^ to observe that the front of Dongri 
fort by construction consists of twenty-five ioieces of cannon disposed 
in two tiers of batteries well covered to the coi’don, and of such extent 
as to occupy double the front an enemy can oi^pose upon the ridge 
without an immense expense, of labour time and materials. In front 
of its ditch I have constructed a casomated redoubt with a palisaded 
communication to secure it against an assault. As this redoubt is in 
itself 'bomb-proof and cannot be seen or broken by cannon from 
the field, it will perform its service in this respect very completely 
against the most daring attempts of an enemy. There are casemates 
in the fort for three hundred men with their oflicers, the proper 
garrison for its defence, that is to say one hundred Europeans and 
two hundred sepoys ; and as the whole side of the fort next the town 
is open to the artillery of the place, but perfectly secure against 
miisqiietry or any sudden assault that may be offered, the town 
will always have it in its power (lest at any time by treachery or 
any other unreasonable unforeseen events an enemy should get the 
fort in his possession) to pour all the artillery of the north front into 
the very heart of the casemates and scour the body of the fort from 
one end to the other, a circumstance that will make his situation 
extremely uneasy to him and render the establishment of his lodgment 
in that fort almost beyond the power of being accomplished. So long 
as the gorge of Dongri fort is open to the town, the troops of the 
garrison will have it in their power to storm it again with little or no 
risk. And, when the body of the fort is regained, an enemy can 
scarcely exist in its outworks as they are so confined commanded and 
looked into in reverse. As I found myself confined to a particular 
pointdn respect to tlio siiuation of Dongri fort, ^vhieh removed tills 
■ B 483 —47 
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work at too great a distance from the body of the place to receke 
from tlienee tliat protection which is so essentially necessary for its 
preservation^ I was obliged to advance a redoubt half way between 
the town and Doogri fort containing twelve pieces of cannon secured 
against an enfilade. Sk of these will bear directly in flank of any 
lodgment that an enemy may attempt to form upon the ridge of 
Dongri^ a,iid the other six in flank of such approaches as may be carry- 
ing on against the works to the westward. I would also propose for 
the more efEectnal security of the north fronts to eonvert the covert 
way into a simple envelope with a easemated redoubt in each place of 
arms. As this work is in a manner already formed, it will be attended 
with a very inconsiderable expense to the Company in proportion to the 
advantages aecpiired thereby. For this work in style of an envelope 
can then l)e converted into batteries that will dispose a very formidable 
ravoniiant fire upon the ground before it, and not only flank the left of 
the advanced redoubt in a very complete manner, but also present a 
very numerous artillery upon the ridge of Dongri, part in direct fire 
and part in ricochet. 

From the advanced redoubt to Dongri fort on one side and to the 
envelope of the north front on the other, I propose that a simple line 
c-f entrenchment should be extended to support the communication of 
the redoubt in ease of assault. By the particular construction of tins 
work the garrison may be supplied with the most active means possible 
of sallying out upon an enemy a whole battalion in front, ready dressed 
and formed for action. As tMs is the object wished for in sallies^ 
and upon which their success almost totally depends, its utility may 
w'ith propriety recommend the invention, although it is the first 
instance of its application. This line of entrenchment on other occasions 
may also he converted into counter batteries, and in this respect can 
afford very material support to Dong'ri on the right or the fortifications 
of the west front upon the left. It is absolutely necessary likewise 
for the more effectual preservation pf this garrison that the ramparts 
1)0 cleared of every incumbrance that may impede the manoeuvring of 
troops or artillery, and that no building whatsoever shall be permitted 
to stand on any part of the esplanade from the Apollo gate round the 
ridge of Dongri hill, and that part of Dongri town itself shall be 
removed and the eocoantit grove taken away as far as I have expressed 
it upon the plan No. 2 , that the circuit of the fortifications may be 
perfectly freed from the very imprudent and dangerous cover that is at 
present in the power of an enemy, and the ground itself be cleared and 
properly adapted for action. To the eastward of the old Mandvi 
bastion I would propose to advance a lunette one side of wdiieli to flank 
the east face of the old Mandvi bastion and the other to dispose its 
fire along the south parts of the east front, and be flanked reciprocally 
by them. I would also propose to shut up that part of the town 
which is open to the northward of the castle by a cremaillere wmrk 
containing a space sufficient to admit of barracks for a battalion of men 
■with their officers complete. Under the ramj)art of these wmrks ease- 
mates are designed for the same number of men, w’hich at present wfill 
answer the purpose of kitchens and cellars to the barracks, and 
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consequently saYe to the Hououralble Company the erecting other office 
houses for that purpose. This in time of a siege will also serve the 
original intention of bomb-proofs for the necessary rest and security of 
the garrison. ; 

The castle should also be cleared of the rubbish that is at present 
contiguous to the rampart on the south side^ where the Governor's late 
house stood. And as Lieut.- Colonel Keating has already received tbe 
Governor and CouneiFs order for turning such parts of it as might 
answer into casemates for the lodgment of troops and stores^ and as 
he was pleased to consult my opinion upon the same/ I examined the 
state of those ruins, and find from their rotten shattered condition 
that no part of them are adapted to support bomb-proof arches. As the 
situation of those ruins is preferable to any other, their space ought to 
be occupied with casemates for the above purposes. 

I would also propose that the dock and bandar piers should be carried 
out into the sea, agreeable to their present directions so that the head 
of the former pier shall be in a direct line with the outside of the latter, 
and distant from it one hundred and fifty feet. This will confine the 
entry of the bason not only to a proper extent for the egress and 
regress of shipping, but also for making a secure and very respectable 
defence on this side of the town against an enemy, by the means of a 
boom and the designed easemated towers for cannon and musketry 
that will protect it. It is also to be observed that by the piers over- 
lapping each other in this manner, the swell of the sea, which at 
present rolls in a very considerable degree into the bason and often 
occasions much damage to the docks and such vessels as are stationed 
there, will be effectually guarded against and prevented. 

^ Having thus stated the principal improvements I have to offer to 
Sir, and this Honourable Board, towards placing the fortifications of 
Bombay in the best posture of defence that their situation would admit 
of, I will proceed to examine the nature of such a defence as this fortress 
will then be capalrle of jperforniing against our natural and inveterate 
enemies the French, the only power in Europe at present we have 
most reason to apprehend a visit from in tliis quarter of the globe. 
Let it be supposed therefore that a French army is safely landed in 
the island of Bombay and that the town is invested in form. Their 
parallel in that case will eml^race the exterior circuit of the esplanade, 
along the front of Dongri town, as far as the burying ground to the 
westward. It is evident therefore that the front of the fortifications 
opposed to him, exclusive of its superior height and situation, is fully 
as extensive as the front of the ground he must occupy. And as his 
w^orks can be only temj^orary works, forced under the warm fire of the 
garrison, and the fortification of the place by construetioii, durable, 
solid and well covered to the field, it will require very little knowledge 
in the art of war to foresee the diflfieulties he will naturally labour 
under in carrying on his approaches. The situation, eommjind, and 
galling fire of Dongri fort will early and too suflicientlj^ engage the 
attention of a skilful enemy not to arm him with proper caution 
against the fatal eonsequenees of its fire existing any length of time 
nj)on his flank. Nor has he any other alternative left him but a 
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serious and spirited attack upon the fort itself. It is therefore most 
reasonable to imagine he will endeavour to carry on his approaches 
against Dongri fort in that manner which is most easy to himself and 
least exposed to the cannon of the place. This can be effected only 
along the ridge in front oS Dpngri fort. If it is considered therefore 
that an enemy must carry his earth along with him on this occasioiij 
and force every foot of his approach upon a bare hard rock, which 
deprives him of the means of sapping or mining, and exposes his attack 
to twenty-five pieces of cannon that plunge upon him directly in front 
and that completely sweep the whole of the confined ridge from one 
end to the other ; I say if, with those embarrassing eircamstaiiees in 
his front, it is considered that the gn,rrison of Bombay will have it in 
their power at the same time to play from the several parts cf the 
north front about forty pieces of cannon upon the flank of his approfieh 
by direct and ricochet fire, there will be no impropriety in asserting 
that Dongri fort thus constructed, thus strengthened and protected, 
may in itself withstand a siege of six months by the exertion of bravo 
troops well acquainted with the natine of their duty that have the 
Gompany^s service and the honour of the British arms at heart. 

If an enemy should be stubborn and still persist in this point without 
forming an attack upon the fortifications to tlie vcestward, he may 
sacrifice his whole army in the attempt without eonsiderable risk or 
even very material harassment to the garrison of Bombay. For as 
Dongri fort will draw only three hundred men out of the garrison, the 
advanced redoubt and communication one hundred more, and the point 
of attack bo confined to a mere narrow space it is evident that the 
demand of troops for duty will be insignificant, that the reliefs for the 
necessary services will be easily supplied and supported, and that the 
town of Bombay itself in this ease will become a most noble magazine 
in the rear of Dongri, to furnish its fort with troops, provisions^ 
ammunition, and every necessary material for defence, eirciimstanees 
of very weighty consideration, indeed all that can be wished for in a 
siege. As therefore it is not probable that an experienced and Judi- 
cious enemy, after a thorough knowledge of the state of the works, 
will content liimself with the attack of Dongri alone, his next effort in 
all human probability will be at the right of the parallel from the sand 
hills near the burying ground, upon the capitals of some of the works 
to the west side of the town. In an attempt of this nature it will 
become absolutely necessary for an enemy to make himself master of 
the advanced redoubt Z which without this precaution would always 
boar upon the fiaiik of his approach, and as he advanced to the town, 
view it perfectly in reverse. As this redoubt by construction is 
rendered above the power of an assault, there is no method loft him of 
obtaining; this post without carrying on an approach against it. Here 
it may bo observed that the retired jDosition of the 3 ’edoiibt will draw 
him along the front of the most considerable parts of the fortifications 
on this side of the town, and consequently^ will expose the flank of his 
approach, not only to the fire of about eighty pieces of cannon, exclu- 
sive of other natures of artillery, but will also hazard the whole of his 
trenches to be swept by a vigorous sally from the town, as often as 



Materials.] 


AND island; 


373 


r 


this mancBiivre iiiajr be practised against Mm. For the oblique position 
of his j)arallels 5 and the small extent of Ms places of arms^ will absolute- 
ly put it out of his power to support so long an apinmch with any 
degree of certainty^ and he cannot possibly give them a niore direct 
position or greater extent without exposing them to the enfilade of the 
town. Under these eireumstanees an enemy will find the progress of 
.his approaches to the westward almost as embarrassing and difficult 
of success as that of Dongri to the eastward. I am perfectly of 
opinion that unless he can amuse the garrison of Bombay with an 
additional attack upon the centre of his extensive front^, all his attempts 
to reduce it will prove exceedingly vain^ and abortive^ if there are only 
1200 infantry *300 artillery 1000 lasears and 5000 sepoys in the 
place, its necessary garrison in time o£ war. But before an enemy 
can have it in his power, to carry on three several attacks against 
Bombay, in this very respectable state of defence, and support Ms 
eommunieation between each attack in a proper and secure manner, he 
must be supplied with at least twelve thousand .men for this service, 
the transi)orting' of which army to this part of the world, is in all 
human probability a thing next to impossible. It is therefore evident 
that the improvements above specified are quite sufficient, and yet no 
more than what are absolutely necessary, to place the fortifications of 
Bombay i.ii such a respectable state of defence as will secure this 
valuable Presidency to the Company, against even the most vigorous 
attempts of an European force. For those reasons alone I declare it 
my fixed and determined opinion, that not only the fortifying of 
Dongri is in every respect preferable to its being removed, but also 
that the work ought to be carried into, immediate execution to prevent 
consequences of too fatal and too extensive a nature to be estimated. 
Can, it be supioosed that so vigilant and political a power as France 
is still ignorant of the Company's defenceless state in this jDart 
of the world, and have not discernment to place a Just valuation upon 
the importance of such a conquest to them, or its irreparable loss to 
the British Company ? Or can it be expected with propriety that 
although we are now at peace with that nation we can assure ourselves 
of its continuance when we see them daily increasing and indefatigable 
in disciplining a numerous army and marine ? But I am transgressing 
the limits of my profession. You Sir and the Honourable gentlemen 


affairs in this part of the world, and the powers you enjoy, to delay 
the execution of those plans I have the honour of laying before you. 
It only becomes my particular duty to point out the present imminent 
danger, and to suggest every reasonable circumstance in my power 
that may possibly tend to the preservation of the Honourable Corn-’ 
pany’s property, and the success of the British arms. ' I have only to 
add with extreme satisfaction that Lieutenant- Colonel Keatiiig^s 
sentiments relative to the improvements above- specified are perfectly 
corresponding.^ 


^ Lt.*Col. Arcliibakl Campbell Principal Engineer, Bengal, to the Bombay Govern- 
meut,. l^tli Oct. 176b, Pub. Diary i}2 of " 
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In the above survey Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell was joined by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keating the principal engineer. On the 18th 
October 1768 Colonel Keating writes : Agreeable to your orders of the 
] st of August I liave in conjunction with Lieutenant-Colonel Arcliibald 
Campbell, taken another survey of Dongri hill, also a general one of the 
fortiheations. In regard to the former I am still of opinion that the 
fortifying it, is in every respect absolutely necessary, and on no account 
to be delayed. I do not hesitate a moment to declare tlmt I for 
many reasons prefer the design now laid before the Honourable Board 
to that I had the honour of presenting them in November 1766. One 
great point I had then in view was the disbursing as little as was 
Xoossible, well knowing the Honourable Company's affairs on tins side 
of India would admit of no other than the strictest frugality, and this 
was their- constant and warm recommendation. Since this the face of 
affairs are much changed and the Honourable Company aj^pear 
determined to put every tiling tending to the safety of this settlement 
on the most secure and stable foundation. For the above reasons I 
most readily agree and give it as my fixed opinion that the above men- 
tioned design for fortifying Dongri hill, as also for strengthening the 
body of the xilaee and securing the communication between it and Dongri, 
should be carried into execution without loss of time. The great necessity 
for additional barracks and bomb-proofs for the security of that part of 
our garrison off duty in time of a siege, together with the weak state 
of our sea-line as at present, makes the new works intended for that side 
truly necessary. The docks (an affair of very great consequence) I 
have often observed though never till very lately jiut any way ixnder 
my inspection, are badly secured, either against an enemy or the tur- 
bulence of the monsoons. The amendment pi‘ 0 |)osed in Lieutenant - 
Colonel CamjibelFs design I think mil fully answer both j)urposes. 

I received orders some time ago to pull down the iqiper stoiy of the 
Governor's late house, in the Castle, and throw bomb-proof arches over 
such parts of it as would answer for lodging part of the garrison and 
holding laboratory and other stores.^ On removing the upper storey 
I found the loxver parts so much ruined by length of time and consider- 
able alterations that I judged it unfit for the purposes above mentioned. 
This oxxinion I reported to the Honourable Governor, but knowing a 
joint judgment on those matteil^ is preferable to a single one, I desired 
the favour of Colonel Campbell to look over it, and who, I am pleased 
to find, has the same sentiments. In short it only now remains with 
me to assure this Honourable Board that I am well convinced the plan 
now before them, when executed, will in every resx>eet answer for the 
security of this valuable settlement against any attack whatever 
X)rovided it has a tolerable garrison and is xvell stored. 

Permit me here to make use of the earliest oj)portiinity to return my 
most sincere and grateful thanks to the Honourable Court of Directors 
for the great mark of their favour they have been pleased to honour me 
with, by appointing me to the command of their battalion of artillery 
with the rank of Lieutenant- Colonel, and also continuing me at the head 
of their corps of engineers. I beg leave to assure them (through the 
channel of this Honourable Board) that while I have tlie Iionoiir to 
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serve them it shall be the greatest pleasure o£ my life by every act and 
means to convince them that their honour and interest shall always 
rule ray actions according to the best of my knowledge, I at the 
same time beg leave to observe my humble apprehension of a mistake 
in the date of my Lieutenant- GolonePs commission by which I am 
junior on the establishment, notwithstanding I have had the honour 
of serving the Honourable Company upwards of four years in India, 
and none of the other Lieutenant- Colonels ever served them before 
their present appointments. The affair appears to be a mistake in 
some of the offices at home, as no copy of my commission is come out, 
or any notice taken in the general letter how or to whom I rank next 
which is different in respect to the other Lieutenant- Colonels. These 
matters added to the assurances of my friends in England that things 
were otherwise, induce me humbly to represent the affair to the 
Honourable Court of Directors^ consideration, assuring them I shall in 
the most cheerful manner submit to wliatever they are pleased to 
determine on the matter.^ ■ 

On receipt of these letters from these two engineers the Board observe 
on the 18th of October 1768 : Lieutenant- Colonel Campbell having, in 
consequence of our Honourable Masters’ commands signified to him by 
us, taken a survey of the fortifications of Bombay in conjunction with 
Lieutenant- Colonel Keating, now delivers in a letter containing his senti- 
ments thereon in a very clear full and ample manner accompanied by 
plans to illustrate the same. This letter being now read is ordered to, 
follow this Consultation in preference to being entei’ed upon the public 
diary, as the most fatal consequences to the settlement might be appre- 
hended from its falling into improper hands. Read also a letter from 
Lieutenant- Colonel Keating signifying that he has been made fully 
acquainted with Lieutenant-Colonel CamphelFs sentiments upon and 
designs for improving the fortifications of this settlement, and entirely 
eoncurring therein. As both those gentlemen are firmly of opinion that 
the erecting a fort upon Dongri hill is in efery respect preferable to its 
demolition; And as, in the 132nd paragraph of their commands of the 
18th March last 1768, our Honourable Masters have been pleased 
expressly to order us to abide by the determination of those gentlemen 
in this respect, and to carry the same into immediate execution ; We 
direct that the work projected by Colonel Camjffiell for fortifying the 
hill (which Colonel Keating expressly says he prefers to that formerly 
given in by himself) and strengthening the north front of the fortifica- 
tions, also the several other w'orks pointed out in his letter as absolutely 
and indispensably necessary for the security of the settlement, be 
accordingly set about without loss of time. We observe also that 
fortifying the hill in the manner those gentlemen recommend, will not 
only in their opinion better answer every purpose, but will also cost 
£130,0001ess than its demolition, though this must be understood exclusive 
of the value of such an additional number of trees and houses as by a 
demolition must unavoidably be pulled down. At the same time as they 


Lt.-Col. Keating Principal Engineer, Bombay, to the Bombay Grovernmeiit. 18ta 
Oot. 176S, Pub. Diary 52 of 1768, 337-389. 
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have omitted to deliver m an estimate of the expense which will bciiienrred 
by the other new works Colonel Campbell recommends^ he and Colonel 
Keating must be called upon for such estimate. At the same time they 
must be desired to give us their opinion as to the garrison which should 
be kept up in time of peace. They must likewise be required to survey 
the present hospital, ^and report to us whether ill their opinion, it is a 
proper one in point of situation, size, and accommodations for the sick. 
If not how its defects can best be remedied.-^ 

As called for in this Consultation Colonels Campbell and Keating, in 
their letter of 31st October following, report the expenditure that 
will be required.^ They write : Agreeable to your order of the 19th 
instant we beg leave to lay before you the following estimate of the 
expense which will be incurred by the additional works recommended 
for placing the fortifications of Bombay on a respectable state of 
defence : 

B dimate for fortifying Dongri Bill and strengthening the north front of the 
fortiH-eations of Bombay. ^ 

To complete Dongri fort casemates ... ... 76,501) 

To two advanced redoubts with their commiuiications ... 12,400 

To the euveiope and improvements in the body of the 

,:■/ place ... , . ... ... .30,600 

Total ... ... 1 18,500 

Bstimate for fortifying the cast front, repairing the Castle, and securing the 
. Dockyard ayid Basin. 

To a lunette to scour the east face of the north*east £ 
bastion... ... ... ... ... 4300 

To a cremaiiiere work with casemates and barracks for 500 

men ... ... ... ... ... 26,320 

To repairs of the Castle ... ... ... GiOO 

To carrying on the dock and bandar piers and fortifying 

the same ... ... ,.4 ... 10,200 

Total ... 53,220 

Grand. Total .... 171,720 

On the Sth March 1769 the Principal Engineer reports that the 
Dongri fort will be ready to be blown up and requests orders. The 
Bombay Diary of the same date lias the follo'wing entry : The Presi- 
dent acquaints the Board that the principal engineer lias informed 
him that in a very few days Dongri fort will be ready to be 'bloxAii up. 
The Board ordeied that the inhabitants whose houses lay contiguous 
thereto have ten days notice of the same to give them time to remcn e 
their effects. As several houses will be damaged by the explosion and 
as in order to carry into execution Colonel CampbelFs plan, many oilier 
houses must be pulled down and several oarts near the liill cleared, I\Ir. 
Jervis as new fortification papnaster, Mr. Fletcher as Collector with 
the Principal Engineer are appointed a committee to value the houses 
and trees. They will tafe to their assistance the clerk of the works 
with such other proper persons as they may deem necessary, and report 



Gov. Consultation IStKDct. 1768, Pub. Diaiy 52 of 1768, 374 “375. 

2 Golonels Campbell and Keating to Government, 31st Oct. 1768, Pub, Diary 52 of 
1768,404, - - 
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the valuation of the whole to the Board.-^ Six months later (28tli 
October 1769) this committee reported their valuation on which Govern- 
ment passed the following ordei's : Read a report from the committee 
appointed to value the houses necessary to be pulled down on account of 
the new works enclosing a valuation of one hundred and fifty (houses) 
immediately wanted to be removed^ amounting to Rs. 9556-0-23, 
Ordered that the same be made good to the proprietors and other ground 
allotted to them for rebuilding their houses.^ 

During the same year (8th April 1769) the committee of accounts 
made the following recommendation to Government regarding the rocks 
at Dongri to be blown up: As the charge attending the blowing up 
of the rocks is considerable and as Dongri hill is most contignons to 
the works now carrying oii^ we would recommend that no more be for 
the present blown up but at that place. On this the Board observe : 
The committee's recommendation for having rocks blown up only at 
Dongri seems very proper and must be complied with accordingly.^ 

On the 19th April 1769 Colonel Keating the principal engineer 
submits the following progress report of the fortifications: I now lay 
before the Honourable Board the progress made in the Honourable 
Company's new fortifications since the 18th December 1767. The 
reason of my not giving an account thereof about this time last year 
was my having been employed on service away from the Presidency 
(for most part of the time from November 1767 to May 1768). During 
the time up to the end of May the sand hill was being removed, neaidy 
300,000 solid feet were filled into the adjacent batty grounds. The 
glacis has been filled from the Church gate to the southward about 750 
feet in length representing about 270,500 solid feet of earth. The 
south-wmst ravelin has the terrace platforms, the banquettes, the floorings 
of the magazine and store room and the passage of communication all 
finished. The west ravelin has its terrace platforms advanced, and the 
floorings of the magazine and store room and the passage of communi- 
cation finished. Hodges^ ravelin is finished except making terrace 
platforms, laying the woodwork of the bridge of communication and 
building the passage ; the additions thereto, since my last, represent 
138,776 feet of solid masonry. Opposite Hodges^ last ravelin, the 
retaining wall of the glacis containing 10,500 solid feet of masonry 
has been completed and most of the glacis in front thereof filled in. 
The Duke of Cumbei-land^s ravelin to the north of Hodges^ ravelin was 
begun on the 3rd July 1768. It is now raised as high as the cordon 
stone containing 203,808 feet of solid masonry, the pai*apet will be 
finished by the 10th of June next. The removal of Dongri liill was 
begun on the 23rd October 1768. The rock and hill removed equals 
about 205,000 solid feet including the fortifications of Dongri which 
were destroyed by mines on the 18th March 1769. The object of these 
changes is to clear the ground plot for the new works. I beg leave to 


^ Bom. Gov. Oonsultatioii Stli Blarch 1769, Pub. Diary 53 of 1769, 373 . 

Gov. Consultation 38tb Oct. 1769, Pub. Diary 54 of 1769, 732. 

^Bom. Gov. Oonsultation 8tb April 1769, Pub. Diary 53 of 1769, 430 and 446. 
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observe to the Honoiimble Board it is a very heavy work, and that for 
the proper and more speedy removal of the same, it will be very neces- 
sary to fall upon some effieetiial means of collecting a much greater 
number of labourers, I have tried every method but with less success 
than I could wish. In March 1768 a grand magazine was begun at 
Mdzgaon to contain the 4300 barrels of powder belonging to this island* 
The masonry of tliis work will be finished about the 20th of next June. 
Tliis is the principal part of the works finished and in hand since the 
date of my letter in December 1767, As I have taken every method 
to forward the real interest of my Honourable Employers, I flatter 
myself the result will meet with their approbation, and likewise that! of 
the Honourable Board to whom I beg leave to refer on this occasion.-^ 

The following letter from the Principal Engineer to Government 
shows the difficulties in the way of procuring labourers. On the Srd 
June 1769 Colonel Keating wuites : On the 1st instant I received sixty 
labourers at Rs. 7| each and one muhddam at Rs. 10 a month. These 
men it appears have been entered at Surat for the service of the 
Honourable Company's new fortifications. I am to observe to your 
Honour, that the above is much greater wages than have ever been given 
to labourers since my arrival in India, more in fact than they can being 
nothing more than common higdris^ possibly earn. These rates will 
add greatly to the estimated expense of the works. They will also 
occasion a general uneasiness to the labourers already employed, and 
prevent us in future from getting others except by complying with the 
same extravag'ant demands. The above reasons induce me to apply 
for your orders to discharge those men already arrived, and give your 
orders for preventing any more being entered on the above terms. I 
am very well assm-ed on my representing to the Honourable Board the 
diffi-culty of getting men, had yon given me orders to grant an advance 
of nine (4|- pies) a day, that is an addition of twm quarters ancl 
twenty res in the month of 30 days, and that only to good and strong 
men, I believe on those terms I should be able in a short time to get 
as many as I should choose to employ. This would be a saving of 
Re. 1-1-70 a man, a very considerable item in our monthly expense. It 
would also be a fully sufficient not to say a large payment for their 
labour. I would suggest the entertainment of labourers on the 
following terms^ : 

1. That any man who will on or before the 1st of October 1769 raise 
and bring to Bombay for the services of the fortifications twenty-five able- 
bodied and strong working higdris^ shall be appointed officer of the same 
with the pay of ninety res (= 3 as. 7 pies) a day or upwards should his 
diligence merit it. 

2. That every Ugdri so entered shall be paid from the day of his arrival 
at the rate of eighty res a day, or ten res an hour. This pay he shall be 
entitled to receive duifing his being ill of any hurt he may receive in the 
actual execution of his duty. . 


^ Frinci pal Engineer Colonel Keating to Government 19th x^pril 1700, Pith. Diary 
53 of 1769, 470-471. 

2 Bigd,ri, strictly unpaid or forced, has the sense of unskilled labourer. 

8 Pub. Diary 54 of 1769, 544 - 546. 
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3. That every Mgari so entered shall be entitled to two days’ full pay to 
meet his expense of travelling to Bombay^ In lieu of this and ail other 
benefits he receives he is to engage to serve the Honourable Company in the 
above station for the space of three years, during which time he is on no 
account to attempt leaving the island without a passport from the 
engineer, and furthermore is to subject himself to all manner of customs 
and forms of checks made use of for the better regulation of the Honourable 
Company’s new fortifications. 

On these proposals from the Principal Engineer the Bombay Diary 
of the 13th June 1769 has the following entry: The President lays 
before the Board a letter he has received from the principal engineer 
representing that the terms on which the Surat labourers are engaged 
are much too high, and enclosing proposals for engaging here as many 
as may be necessary. We could have wished the engineer, when he 
set forth the want of labourers, had made these proposals which would 
have prevented our applying to Surat, and consequently saved the 
expense of bringing down those which have been engaged there. 
However as a very material saving will arise by engaging men on the 
terms proposed by the engineer in preference to bringing them from 
Surat, he must be empowered to engage as many as may be necessary 
and to discharge those arrived from Surat unless they will serve upon 
the same terms. The travelling charges of such as may choose to 
return in consequence must be defrayed.^ 

On the 15th November 1789 the principal engineer submits the 
following progress report : Agreeable to your orders of the 7th instant 
I now lay before you the present state of the works, also what has been 
done since my address of the 20th April 1769. The west ravelin has 
had additional terrace platforms and banquettes containing 7956 solid 
feet of masonry, the rampart is filled in where wanting in all about 
2500 solid feet of earth. This and the south-west ravehn are ready to 
receive their guns as soon as necessary. Hodges^ ravelin has additional 
terrace platforms and banquettes containing 17,212 solid feet of 
masonry ; the magazines floored with plank, and the store room with 
terrace. This work is ready to receive its guns as soon as it may be 
thought necessary, Duke of Cumberland's ravelin has had a parapet 
added containing 34,518 solid feet of masonry ,• one hundred and ten 
feet of the retaining wall containing 5280 solid feet of masomy has been 
built; the magazines storerooms and guardroom containing 20,756 
solid feet of masonry, have been arched and terraced except the last coat. 
Of the rampart 120 feet containing 51,840 solid feet of earth have also 
been filled. Except platforms, banquettes, and flooring the magazines 
and store rooms this work is finished. The removal of Dongri has been 
continued with as much spirit as our numbers admit. Nearly 400,000 
solid feet of the hill have been taken away for forming ditches. For 
some months past the whole area under removal has been little other 
than one entire table of rock. I may safely venture to affirm it is one 
of the most obstinate works ever undertaken. However I hope to be 
able to begin the masonry of the envelope of Dongri next new yearns 
day and have not the least doubt of rendering it a very strong post 
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before tbe close of the ensuing year. I began the foundation of tlie 
line of connnunication from the bazdr ravelin to Dongri on the 1st 
instant, which I hope to comj>lete in the gross with its detached 
redoubt in the time above specified. The work in the castle, which, 
on account of the scarcity of workmen had been laid aside for some 
months, was set about the 1st instant. This I hope to be able to 
continue until bomb-proofs for lodging laboratory and other stores are 
completed. 

As some months ago it appeared to me that I should be much 
distressed for carts to carry from Dongri to Mody bay the stones and 
earth wanted for the cremaillere work with the Honourable Governor's 
permission, ' instead of carts I set about making* gondallo (gondola) 
boats. T wo of these boats are finished and one has been at work about 
seven weeks. They answer fully even to my wishes. They will cost 
upon a medium Es. 1200 each. Their expenses, one tindal at Es. 7, 
fourteen lasears at Es. 6-0-30 each, and contingent expenses 
Es. 18-3-80 a month. This, interest included, brings the monthly 
expense of each boat to Es. 120. Each boat makes two trips in the 
twenty-four hours and at each trip carries one hundred cartloads or 
upwards. The common hire paid for each cartload was eight single 
pice, and with this the cartmen were discontented. By this it plainly 
appears each boat earns Es, 600 a month ; so that she clears herself in 
seventy-five days, and then makes a monthly saving to the Honourable 
Company of Es. 480. As four boats will be wanted, and are in hand, 
the annual saving will be £2880 sterling. 

In compliance with your orders of the 14th J une 1769 (and agreeable 
to my proposals made to the Honourable Governor) I sent officers to 
different parts of the continent on recruiting service. They have 
hitherto succeeded very well as 992 labourers have been entered since 
that time. I have eng^aged a great many of these men at even less 
than the proposed terms and in the course of the season hope to secure 
as many as is necessary. On 2000 men the yearly difference between 
the Surat plan and mine will be upwards of Es. 34,000. As it has 
ever been my endeavour to carry on the Honourable Company's 
works with the greatest despatch and on the most frugal plan, I hope 
this arrangement has and will meet with your Honour's approbation. 
If so, I humbly request you will signify the same to my Honourable 
Mastei*s.^ 

On the 15th November 1769 Government order copy of tliis letter 
to be transmitted to the Court of Directors. 

On the forenoon of the 1st January 1770 Colonel Keating the 
principal engineer laid the foundation stone of the new fort at Dongri, 
and by order of the Governor named it Fort George in honour of His 
Majesty George III.^ 

On the Principal Engineer representing the great want of assist- 
ant engineers for the new works in progress the Board pass the 


^ Principal Engineer to Government 16th ISTov. 1769, Puh. Diary 54 of 1769, 787 - 789. 
2 Bom. Gov. Diary 1st Jan. 1770, Pub. Diary 65 of 1770, 2 , 
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following orders on tke 2 iid January 1770: Eead a letter from 
the priucipal engineer representing the great want of assistant 
engineers for carrying on the present new works and recommending 
six gentlemen to be employed in that capacity. The same is agreed to 
during the carrying on of the present works. But as five of those 
recommended by the engineer to the President belong to the artillery 
corps which already furnishes six officers to this duty^ it is resolved 
that only two artillery officers be employed on this occasion and that 
Ensign Eobert Lambert with any other three gentlemen properly 
qualified make up the number. Captain Loekart Hussel must also be 
ordered up from Tellicherry by the first opportunity.^ 

It has been noted above that the Court were in doubt whether 
to demolish or fortify Dongri hill and they put off a final decision 
until the hill was surveyed by Colonel Campbell. On receipt of his 
report^ on the 6 th April 1770, the Court approve of the action taken by 
the Bombay Government. The Court write : We have very attentively 
considered your advices respecting Dongri hill, also the plan proposed 
by Colonel Campbell for fortifying it. If that gentleman-’ s estimate is 
correct that the demolition of the hill would cost £130,000 more than 
its fortification, we cannot hesitate a moment to approve the orders you 
have given for the execution of that work in the manner recommended 
by Colonel Campbell. We therefore direct that you cause Dongri fort 
to be completed with all possible expedition.^ 

On the 23rd April 1770 Colonel Keating submits his progress 
report of the fortification works. He writes : Agreeable to your orders 
of yesterday I now lay before you the progress made in the Honourable 
Company’s fortifications since my last under 15 th November 1769. 
The Duke of Cumberland ravelin has had the last coat of terrace given 
to the platform over the magazines and proof store and guard rooms. 
At Dongri hill, to clear a site for the fort about 570,000 solid feet 
mostly rock have been removed. On the 1 st January (1770) I laid the 
foundation stone of the new fort and by order of the Honourable 
Governor Mr. T. Hodges, named it Port George. Since then the 
envelope has been eanied on as fast as , possible. It is at present 
nearly 10 feet high and contains about 72,000 solid feet of the very 
best masonry ; the rampart being filled with the most solid materials 
containing about 128,000 solid feet. The retaining wall of the counter- 
scarp is carried on from south to north about 300 feet in length and 
10 high containing about I 75 OOO solid feet of masonry and stones and 
earth filled therein in quantity about 300,000 solid feet. The gallery 
for countermining the counterscarp is carried on in length 246 feet 
containing 4700 soHd feet] of masonry. The line of communieation 
and its redoubt were begun the 1st of November 1769. The whole 
of the masonry is carried nearly the level of the cordon. The parapet 
of the first branch containing about 160,720 solid feet of masonry is 
begun and about 75,000 solid feet filled in to the rampart. The work in 


^ Bom. (jO¥. Consultation 2ud Jau. 1T70, Bub. Diary 55 of 1770, 2. 
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tlie castle has been continued. Every objectionable part of the old bouse 
lias been removed and most part of the foundation from tlie bomb- 
proof lodgments are laid containing about 24^500 solid feet of 
masonry, 

I have the satisfaction to be able to assure the Honourable Board 
that by the close of this year^ Dongri will be above the power of an 
assault from the most vigorous enemy/ 

Seven months later, the 27th November 1770, Colonel Keating 
submits a further progress report : According to your order of the 
13th instant I now lay before you an account of the progress of the 
works made in the Honourable Company’s fortifications since the 
23rd of last April. The Duke of Oumberlanrrs ravelin has had the 
store rooms and bomb-proof terraced and the platforms and banquettes 
nearly finished. The removal of Dongri hill to make room for the 
casemates and ditches has been continued. About 450,000 solid 
feet most part of it solid rock have been removed and filled into the 
glacis. The envelope of Fort George has its masonry finished 
except terrace platforms banquettes and arch over the crane. The 
masonry added to this work since my last is about 128,640 solid 
feet. As the situation of this work makes it of the greatest con- 
sequence, I have been in every respect as attentive as possible to 
its strength and may venture to say it will be as secure and 
serviceable a work as any whatever. The counterscarp of Fort 
George from the line of communication to the west-north-west 
salient angle of the envelope is finished in length 435 feet. From 
thence it is carrying on (and is at different levels) to the termina- 
tion at the water side. The masonry added to this part since my 
last is about 52,010 solid feet. The filling behind the revetment of 
the counterscarp for forming the glacis is well advanced. The 
mining the counterscarp has also been continued. 439 feet of 
gallery and the chambers are completed, and the remainder raised 
as high as the spring of the arches. Platforms and banquettes 
excepted, the whole masonry of the line of communication and its 
redoubt is finished. The masonry added since my last is about 
72,400 solid feet; and the earth filled into the rampart 170,000 
solid feet. The bomb-proof laboratory and lodgments in the castle 
are nine feet above the level of the flooring, representing since last 
April an addition of nearly 44,500 solid feet. On the 21st July 
last I began the envelope of the north front of Bombay. Since then 
the counterscarp of the body has been raised 4| feet for 945 feet in 
length that is about 11,340 solid feet of masonry, and the earth filled 
in order to form the rampart of the envelope. On the ditch and 
the scarp and counterscarp of the envelope about 20,000 solid feet 
of masonry have been expended.^ 

The Collector and Chief of Mdhim delivering in a report valua- 
tion of the Honourable Company’s and private oarts cut dowm, 


1 Principal Engineer to Government, 23rfi April 1770, Pub. Diary 55 of 1770, 290- 
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on account of the new works, the Board, on the 13th February 
1771, ordered that, as before directed, the Company's oarts must be 
immediately sold and after satisfying the owners of the private 
oarts cut down, the balance must be paid into the Honourable 
Company's treasury. Further as allowing credit will much beneht 
the sale, it is ordered that on furnishing ample security purchasers 
be allowed two months to pay.^ 

The Collector and Chief of Mahim lay before the Board valuation 
of the Honourable Company’s oarts at Mahim and of the private 
oarts cut down on account of the new works. As the proprietors 
of the private oarts have agreed to take the Company’s Mahim 
oarts in exchange at prices stipulated and the prices named being 
reasonable and the arrangement more satisfactory than selling the 
Honourable Company’s oarts, the proposal is directed (26th March 
1771) to be carried into execution.^ 

On the 20th April 1771 the Clerk of the Peace writes to the 
President : At the last Sessions in their representation to His 
Majesty’s Justices the Grand Jury urged the great necessity for 
cleaning the town ditch. If not removed, the filth therein might 
prove very prejudicial to the health of the inhabitants and 
requested an order might be issued for that purpose.^ On the above 
representation the Board, on the 23rd April 1771, direct that the 
town ditch be cleaned so soon as the proper season arrives.^ 

Abuses in the contracts for Dongri hill and other mines having 
come to their notice Government appointed a committee of inquii'y. 
On the 25th May 177lthe committee submitted the following report : 
On reference to the fortification paymaster’s books since the 
beginning of the works in 1753 we find that in Mr. DeFunck’s 
time the mining work was done by European soldiers who had a 
daily pay for this service exclusive of their garinson pay. Prom 
the time Mr. Mace had charge of the works until January 1759 the 
mining work was performed by garrison sepoys who exclusive of 
their pay as sepoys received one-quarter of a rupee per foot mined,. 
From January 1759 to March 1763 mining was performed by 
different persons at Re. 0-1-50 (as. 6) the foot. From 1763 to the 
present it has been at one quarter of a rupee and forty res 
(Re. 0-1-40 that is as. as now paid to Vishvanath Nar^yanji. 
We called on YishvanMi,N5r4yanji the contractor and asked him 
“what and bow he paid the miners. He told us from 16 to 22 pice 
the foot according to the nature of the stone, the lowest being for 
soft stones and the highest for hard. We also examined on oath 
several of the miners who confirmed the same, particularly acquaint- 
ing us that at the north front of the town they receive 22 pice the 
foot and at the south side of Dongri hill 20 pice, on the east by the 
sea side 18 pice, and to the north in the ditch which was the softest 
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16. We then asked Visbvan^th Narayanji how the profit arising 
between the contract price and the prices paid to the miners 
was disposed of . He replied he had one pice the foot for looking 
after this work and paying the people, and that he paid the 
difference to his master the principal engineer. We then called 
upon him for his monthly payment rolls. But he on oath acquainted 
us that they were not in his possession but in Colonel Keating’s. 
By the measurement account for April which he produced, it 
plainly appears to us that it is impossible to distinguish thereby 
what mines were blown up at Dongri hill and what at the bazar 
gate; and he prevaricated so much that we could get from him no- 
satisfactory accounts whatever. The miners who work at Mazgaon 
dock under Mr. Watson were then interrogated on oath. They 
declared that they receive no more than 16 pice the foot, whether 
the stone be hard or soft ; that they have stone at Mazgaon equally 
hard as at the bazar gate ; that they had Ijefore worked both on 
Dongri hill and at the Apollo and bazar gates, for which they received 
16 pice ; that they never received any more, nor ever heard that 
more -was given. Nor, as Mr. Watson acquaints the committee,, 
have they ever asked for any increase in their pay, or ever expressed 
the least dissatisfaction at what is now allowed them.-^ 

After debate on the above report at their Consultation, the 28th 
May 1771, the Board resolved that as a punishment for his contempt 
of their orders to produce his accounts, VishvanSth be immediately 
committed into close confinement in the castle without permission 
to speak to any person whatever until he is ready to produce the 
accounts demanded of him which the Board are convinced lie must 
have in his possession.^ 

About the middle of 1771 (June 26th) Government ordered that 
in future the new fortification paymaster must suffer no cocoanut 
trees to be cut down without giving the Collector previous and 
sufficient notice.^ 

The same year (August 13th 1771) Colonel Keating proposed 
the following change in a portion of Colonel CampbelBs plan : 
Upon my having minutely examined into the nature of the ground 
within the limits of the esplanade I find that the redoubt and line 
of communication intended to be erected on the capital of the small 
west ravelin will be of very little (or indeed no) service towards 
retarding an enemy in their approach from the north of the town, 
as it is 1491 yards from the nearest part of the line of esplanade and 
is consequently much too far off for its fire to be of material service. 
For the above reason I beg leave to recommend to this Honourable 
Board in lieu of the above mentioned works a redoubt and line off" 
the Duke of Cumberland’s ravelin as laid down in the outlines of 
the fortifications now in the possession of the Honourable Governor. 
A redoubt in front of the Duke of Cumberland’s ravelin wall 
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severely clieck an enemy much earlier in their approach than a 
redoubt off the small west ravelin. It will also be full as easily 
supported, being well secured by a heavy fire on every part. Besides 
the above a great advantage arising therefrom is tliat it will take 
in a great deal of high ground^ which otherwise must be removed. 
The Honourable Goyernor and General Wedderburn walked over 
the ground and from what they declared it appeared to me tliey 
coincided with what 1 have here observed. As I do esteem the 
above work of much mtility and very necessary to be set about 
without the least loss of time, I beg to have the Honourable Board's 
orders relating thereto as soon as may be pleasing.-^ 

On perusal of the above letter representing that the redoubt 
and line of communication intended by Colonel Campbelbs plan to 
be erected on the capital of the small west ravelin will be of very 
little use, and proposing that one be erected a little to the north- 
ward of the Duke of Cumberland's ravelin, the Board at a Consul- 
tation on the 13th August 1771 ordered that the engineer lay 
before them at their next meeting Colonel Campbell's plan of the 
works and a plan of that which he proposes should be erected. 
The Board will then take the same into consideration.^ 

A week later the principal engineer submits the plans as directed. 
He -writes, 20tli August 1771 : Agreeable to your orders I now lay 
before you the plan of the fortifications of Bombay, showing the 
situation of the redoubt intended to be erected in lieu of that laid down 
oil the capital of the small west ravelin, also the' elevations and sections 
of the Apollo ravelin, the south-west ravelin, the west ravelin, Hodges^ 
ravelin, the bandar pier, and the new building and ten-gun curtain in 
the castle. Those of the remaming works carried on in my time are 
in hand and shall, be laid before your Honour as soon as finished. I 
likewise lay before this Honourable Board lists showing the sums paid 
for working the mines from November 1766 to July 1769. The rest 
of those lists shall be laid before you as soon as I have got correct 
copies made of them.^ 

On perusal of the above letter from the principal engineer enclosing 
a plan of the fortifications, showing the situation of the work he proposes 
should be erected in lieu of that intended by Colonel Campbell, 
and at the same time giving cover to the elevations and sectious of 
sundry parts of the works and his accounts of the sums paid for working 
the mines to July 1769, Government direct that the consideration of 
the engineer's proposal be referred to the committee of surveys who 
must examine the same and report their opinion thereon.*^ 

Probably in consecpience of the abuses discovered in the mines^ 
contracts Government appointed a committee to frame rules in respect 


^ Priiicliml Engmeor to Govt. IStli Aug. 1771, Pub. Diary. 58 o£ 177lj' 783 -784. 
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to the new works. On the 20th Angnst 1771 Government received the 
following report from this committee : We now enclose your Honour 
such rules and directions as appear to ns necessary for the guidance of 
the committee of surveys respecting the fortifications. Also some 
further regulations for the new fortification paymaster and principal 
engineer'^s offices. The following regulations are necessary for the 
committee of surveys respecting the fortifications : 

1, That no member of this committee shall l>e directly or indirectly 
concerned in any contracts, purchases, or providing materials, or in paying 
any of the people. 

2. That the committee report to the Board what contracts may appear 
to them necessary to be made in order that the Board may give the necessary 
directions regarding it. 

3* That a Board shall be held once a week or oftener if necessary. 

4. That a store-keeper be appointed who shall have the charge and be 
accountable for all stores, to be independent of the paymaster or engineer 
further than as hereinafter mentioned. The principal engineer to indent 
as occasion may require for all stores to the paymaster. Such indents if 
approved to be countersigned by the committee, then by the paymaster, 
and then delivered to the store-keeper of the works who is to issue no 
stores whatever but by indents from the principal engineer’s assistants 
countersigned by the principal engineer. This store-keeper to deliver his 
monthly receipts and issues to the paymaster who is to check the same 
with the principal engineer. 

5. That two gentlemen of reputation and capacity be appointed as 
surveyors under the committee, -who are to visit all the works yards and 
stores as often as they may think proper or are directed. Tiiat the store- 
keeper’s assistants, engineer’s assistants, practitioner engineers, inspectors, 
muster masters, Purvoes, and artificers any way employed on tlie works iu 
the yards or stores, shall be directed to give the surveyors the most satis- 
factory information in their power in all their inquiries regarding the 
materials, for what uses they are intended and every other information neccs- 
saiy for executing this office. 

6. That all materials shall be examined by the committee or their sur- 
veyors. When the surveyors conduct the examination tliey shall make 
immediately a report of their quality to the committee before the same are 
purchased. As soon as the contractors for furnishing timber report to tlie 
committee that they Lave imported a parcel of timber, the principal 
engineer is to inspect the same and whatever of it will answer for the 
Honourable Company’s works and is absolutely wanted, must be ordered 
by him to Lave a mark put thereon. When the mark is cut the principal 
engineer is to make an indent for the said timbers. Should tlie same be 
approved by the committee the following persons must be ordered to take 
an exact account of the measurement, namely one of the two surveyors, 
one assistant of each office, the store-keeper, and the overseer of the timber 
yard. They shall see the same measured examined and nuirked with the 
Honourable Company’s mark aiid number and the quantity it contains 
marked on each piece. When the whole of their accounts are delivered in 
separately and are found to truly check with each other, the bill is to be 
certified by the committee and paid, but not otherwise. 

7. That four young gentlemen, or more if they shall be found necessary, 
shall be appointed as sub-surveyors who must attend constantly and 
inspect the quantity and expenditure of all stores. They must see what 
work is clone by the miners of different places, see the mines exactly mea- 
sured, the quantity of powder used, examine when they are blown up, and 
see that they are ail fired and that an exact account is taken of all the con- 
tract-cut stones and measurements. 
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8. That tlie sub-surveyors shall visit all the stores and yards and works 
and that the store-keeper’s assistants, engineer’s assistants, practitioner 
engineers, Fnrvoes, muster masters, inspectors, and artificers employed, 
shall satisfy them in their inquiries regarding materials, their uses, and 
workmen how employed as far as in their power. This they are to report 
to the committee weekly or of teller if necessary. 

9. The sub-surveyors to make daily reports to the head surveyors and 
they to the committee once a week or oftener if required, noticing any 
abuses that may come under their observation. 

10. A weekly or daily report of the number of workmen employed, the 
measurement of the work done, the receipt and expense of stores and 
materials should be given by the officer in charge of each work to the 
principal engineer who will refer the same to the sub- engineer to be 
formed into one general report to be laid before the committee directly. 

11. That a book-keeper be appointed for entering the reports of stores 
and to state the accounts for the examination and control of the com- 
mittee. 

12. That all office books and accounts relative to the fortifications shall 
be open and free to the examination of any of the members. 

13. That the monthly accounts of every department be laid before the 
committee by the 20th of the succeeding month. 

The Committee continue : As we esteem it necessary that the prin- 
cipal engineer should deliver monthly a particular account specifying 
how the stores issued to him have been expended in order that the 
paymaster or his assistants may examine and check the same (which 
has liitherto never yet been ordered), we are of opinion he should be 
allowed the Euro 2 }ean assistant and Purvoes he has applied for in order 
to enable him to have such accounts duly and regularly kept. As there 
is great reason to suppose that, according to the present mode of paying 
the workmen, the Honourable Company lose a great deal by the tricks 
of the Purvoes who do not bring to the Company's credit the sums 
arising by desertion and the deaths of many people who have no real 
heirs or any others properly authorized to receive their wages, it is in 
future positively ordered tliat an assistant from each office is to be present 
when the different companies of artificers or labourers are paid. These 
assistants are to be furnished with a copy of all payment rolls, and, as 
they see the people paid, they are to postmark them, nor shall the 
Purvoes^ accounts be allowed of further than they check with those of 
the assistants. To prevent the said assistants being imposed upon by 
persons assuming false names, the sabnis of the company and officer 
of the division that are receiving their pay, must be present and vouch 
for the identity of every person. If any sabnis or ofiicer or any person 
is detected in endeavouring to pass one man for another, he must 
receive the most exemplary punishment. The better to enable the 
above gentlemen to do their duty and avoid imposition, they are to do 
no other business than seeing the payments made, and taking check 
musters upon the different works in hand. When employed upon the 
last mentioned duty, by frequently viewing with attention every per- 
son they muster, they will in a little time become very well aeq^uainted 
with their faces. It is here necessary to ohserve and it is well known that 
wiieii any person is inclined to desert the service and has no other 
impediments in the way than wages being due to him, he can very 
readily find those in the bazdr who make a practice of buying such 
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wages for a trifle. By this means the Honourable Company lose their 
worlmien and pay money to men who never give half value for it. A 
man who is noted for those praetices and has been detected in tliemy is 
one Sacrah (Shankar) a Banian. To remedy this last abiise^ as miieli 
as may be without proof on oath cheeked by the engineer's pay sheets, 
no wage is to be paid to any person on pretence that he or she to 
whom such w^age is due, is dead. As it frequently happens that 
among so large a number of people as are employed on the "works, 
numbers are disabled by sickness from attending at the proper times 
for receiving their pay, it is therefore necessary that four days in each 
month should he appointed for calling over such peoples^ names. As it 
is very proper that those four days should be known to the "whole of the 
woikiiig people, the 2nd 4th 6th and 8th clays of each month are 
appointed for that purpose. In order to prevent desertion even for a 
time, or workmen going from the Honourable Company's to private 
works, any persons who shall stand more than two months unpaid 
\vitliout being able to prove that their not attending before wns entii*ely 
owing to their want of health, shall not be entitled to receive any sums 
which might have been due unto them. All such sums uiideiiiaiided 
for the space of four months, shall then be carried to the Hoiioiiralfle 
Company’s credit. Of these regulations all persons iiow^ employed upon 
the works must receive due notice ; and every one who shall in future 
enter into the service must be made acquaiutecl with them at the tiioe 
of being* registered. As to have a fixed price for each article of 
petty stores will save an infinite deal of trouble in adjusting* accounts, 
such standard price must be settled upon the following plan ; Agree- 
able to the returns given in annually by the principal engineer the 
following ‘ articles shall be laid in during the month of December. 
The price of each article shall then be ascertained by the Honourable 
Board, and shall not be altered for one year affcer, namely Middle 
baskets of Bombay, ditto of Th^na, large baskets, large Bliiwmdi 
rafters, ditto of small sort, ditto smaller, Duka (balf- dressed ?) 
rafters, Cliowkas squared rafters, Daskattys perhaps tezkdiivU or Ijarge 
poles, large Fuikils (?), small Furkils (?), Vizallj sottas or batons of 
ria^dZCwood (?), charcoal in bundles, large wmoden handles for tools, 
G'ool Gull (gugul) balsam, hemp, red earth, Bombay coir, large or small 
bricks, chalk, eajans, Ra japur firewmod, twdne. As the folio wing articles 
vary in price, two statements should be made, one in the mouth of 
December the other in the month of July, namely Bamb(3os large, 
ditto small, tattas, jingelly oil, dammar, j^lgri, and Calicut coir.^ 

On the above report the Bombay Diary of the 20th August 1771 
has the following entry : The committee appointed to frame rules 
and regulations for the committee of surveys in their >superintendeiiee 
of the new wmrks, now lays before the Board a letter enclosing ihe 
regulations they have drawn up for that purpose, and for the better 
government of the engineer and paymaster's offices. All these are 
now read and bemg maturely debated, it is resolved that they bo car- 
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ried into exeentioii. In order thereto the following appointments are 
now made : Mr. Benjamin Hollamby, storekeeper to the fortifications 
with a monthly alio waiice of Rs. 100 and Mr.- Henry Alleyn^ a 
cadet, clerk of the receipts and issues under the storekeej^er with a 
monthly allowance of Es. 30. Majors Dagon and Burr, surveyors 
under the committee with a monthly allowance of Es. 60 for a carriage 
and palanquin to enable them to discharge their duty. Lieiitenants 
Turner, Torriano, Hollamby, and Black, sub-stirveyors under the 
committee with a monthly allowance of Rs. 30. Mr. Francis William 
Pemberton, accountant to the committee, with a monthly allowance 
of Rs. 30. Ordered that the engineer retain an European assistant 
and the additional Purvoes recommended by the committee that the 
accounts of his office may be more duly and regularly kept.^ 

W^ith a view to reduce the current expenditure in connection with 
the new wmrks, on the 22nd October 1771 the Board pass the follow- 
ing orders: The Board taking into consideration the very low state 
of the treasury wdth the necessity of reducing the current expenses as 
much as possible, and as the. monthly expense of the new works is very 
great and such as we are not able to continue until we may have a 
flowing cash, it is ordered that the Committee of Surveys report to the 
Board as soon as possible the works in.. their opinion immediately 
necessary to be carried on, with the number of men wanted for them, 
and a calculate of their expense that we may discharge as many of the 
men at present employed as can possibly be spared.^ 

Two weeks later Government further resolved and ordered at their 
Gonsultation, the 9th November 1771, that no new works, machines, or 
implements that will amount to more, on making, than the sum of 
Rs. oUO, be constructed on the new fortification office or any other office 
wdiatover without the sanction of the Board signified in writing.^ 

At a Consultation, the 25th February 1772, the Board debated 
whether any individual member of the committee of surveys established 
by the Honourable Company's commands, dated 12th May 1758, has a 
right to question and interrogate whomsoever he |)leases whether 
artificers or others belonging to the several offices to which that com- 
mittee relates. After mature deliberation it was resolved that every 
member of Council has a right to make such inqidry as to them may 
appear proper of whomsoever they think necessary , Similarly anymem- 
l>er of the committee of surveys may inquire in those oflices to which 
that committee relates. At the same time neither the members of 
Coiiueil nor the committee of surveys have any powers in eonsequenee 
of inquiries to give orders without previous reference to the head of 
the office;^ 

As regards the daily wages, of the artificers and labourers, the. 
ccanmittee appointed in, 1 7 72 , made, the following repo,rt. to the Board 
on the 21^, February, 1772 : In .obedience., to yoiii' order of the ISth' 


^ Bom, Gov. Gonsultation 20tii Ang. Diary §8 of 1771, 806. 

* Gov. Consultation 22ud Oct. 1771, Pub, Diary 58 of 1771, 1088. 
» Pub, Diary 59 of 1771, m24-'ia25. - 

^ Boml Gov. Coiiciiltation 25lh Feb., 1772, Pub. Diary 60 of 1772, 207,.,' 
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instant we now lay before your Honour a statement of tlie daily wa^es 
allowed the different artificers and labourers emjployed on the Honourable 
Company's works in 1740, 1750, 1760, 1767, and the present time 
(1772) with an account of the prices paid for batty at each o£ those 
different periods^ ; 

Daily Wages to Graftsmen and Labourers^ 1740 • 177^. 


Workers, 

1740. 

1750. 

1760. 

1767. ' 

1772. 

Carpenters, able ... 

£>o. indifferent 

Smiths, able ... 

Bo. indifferent 

Labourers, able 

Bo, middling 

Bricklayers, able 

Do, Hidifferent j 

Pice. 

26 

20 to 21 

9 to 10 

7 to 8 

14, 15 to 16 
12 to 13 

Pice. 

27 

22 to 24 

18 

15 

10 

8 

22 to 24 
20 to 18 

Pice. 

27 

22 to 24 

18 

15 

14, 15 to IS 
10, 11 to 12 
24 to 2b 

20 to 22 

Pice. 

27 

22 to 24 
21| 

15 

13 to 12 

8| to 10 

24 to 26 

20 to 22 

Pice, 

27 

22 to 24. 

1(5 

10 

St 

\ 24' to 27 
' 20 to 22 


books were : 


\ 


Year. 

1740 

1750 

1760 

1767 

1772 


Rice, 1740-1773. 


Rupees 
the MuiXa. 
20 
25 
16 
25 
18 


On enquiry iato tlie cause of the gradual increase of pay to the 
artificers and still more to the labourers, we were informed by the head 
overseers in the different departments that it has been chiefly occasioned 
by not having sufficient _ numbers of those people inhabitants of 
Bombay. This rendered it necessary at different times to send for 
and engage large numbers on the other side, who, in consideration 
thereof had an advanced pay allowed them. In October 1767 we find 
the committee of accounts remai-ked on the high price of labour and 
recommended reduction. In consequence Messrs. Boddam, Jervis 
and Mostyn were appointed a committee for regulating rvages, to whose 
report we heg leave to refer yonr Honour. It appears that ^this com- 
mittee proposed 12 pice a day for an able-bodied labourer and less in 
proportion agreeable to strength and age. At this rate the Honourable 
the President and Council fixed the same by publication. In April 
or May 1769, ordershaving been given to the piincipal engineer to 
increase the number of workmen on the fortifications, he on the ISth 
June addressed a letter to the Honourable the President and Council 
which was laid before the Board and in consequence the daily pay of 
labourers was increased to 80 and 72 res. These rates we find have 
been continued from the above period until the beginning of this month 
when the Honourable the President proposed to the different pay- 
masters to lower them. They have accordingly been again reduced to 
the daily rate of 63 res to an able-bodied man . Though from the 
best information we can procm-e we are of opinion the rate eanno+ be 
at present further reduced, it is to be observed that the above ouo-ht 


* Committee’s Eeport to Government 24tli Feb. 1772, Pnb. Diary 60 of 1772, 214-216. 
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to be considered the pay of the most stout able man and should be 
proportionably less to those who are advanced in years or are in any 
respect deficient in strength. The pay of artificers is not greatly 
increased and we are assured, will not admit of much if any reduction. 
We submit to your Honour\s consideration the rates hereafter entered 
which we are informed will be most just and equitable, considered 
both with respect to the workmen and our Honourable Employers : 

Craftsmen and Labourers' Wages, 1772. 


Class. 

Carpenters, good 
Do. middling 

Bricklayers and Stone-cntters, good 
Do. middling 
Smitlis, good 
Do. middling 
Workmen, able-bodied 
Do. inferior 


Rate, Pice the Day, 

27 

20 to 24 
24 to 27 
20 to 22 
16 
13 
10 
84 


On receipt of this report the Board passed the following orders, 
the 25th February 1772: The committee appointed in our last 
(18th February) Consultation to examine the rates paid to artificers 
and labourers, to ascertain the prices of provisions at certain stated 
periods, and to suggest the present proper rate of wages, now lay 
the same before the Board. It is therefore resolved that the several 
paymasters be directed to pay the rates herein mentioned in their 
respective oflaees. At the same time if it can be done without 
prejudice to the public service they are recommended to use their 
utmost endeavours to reduce wages even lower and the Secretary is 
directed to issue a publication strictly enjoining all private persons on 
no account to pay more than the rates herein specified or on conviction 
of the contrary before a magistrate by the oath of two credible 
witnesses they shall be fined in the sum of Rs. 100 for such offence, 
one-half of which to go to the informer and the other to the Company. 
Any labourer or artificer refusing to work at the mte mentioned therein 
shall be put to hard labour on the works for one month for the first 
offence and for every subsequent offence shall receive corporal punish- 
ment at the discretion of two Justices of the Feace.^ 

On the lOth March 1772 the committee of surveys inform the 
Board that the prices of labourers^ wages have been reduced from thirteen 
pice per day to ten pice for the best labourers and the others in 

proportion.^ 

On the I7th March 1772 Captain Nilson the acting pi’ineipal 
engineer submits the following progress report to Government : 
Before the departure of the Ham'pshire for Europe I take the liberty 
to lay before your Honour and Council a report of the progress of the 
fortifications from the time I took charge and had the direction of 
them. The quantity of cubic feet of masonry completed on the several 
vrorks is as follows ; , 
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Fort G-eorge ... ... ... 41,198 

Arch- work ... ... 2799 

The Castle ... ... — 

Arch-work ... ... ... 840O 

H odges’ Eaveliii Sallyport ... ... 39 (id 

Betaiiiiug wall of the Town Eaiuparts ... 29,921 

Cumberland I'laveiin Sallyport ... 1740 

Korth Envelope ... ... ... 52,216 


Total ... 141,375 


The galleries of the eoiinterminiiig , casemate gateway and magazine of 
the envelope of Fort Geoxge are ail plastered, amounting to superficial 
feet 1 2,500. The greatest part of the glacis of Fort George is also filled 
up containing above 1 3 0,000 solid feet of earth and stone. The casemate 
on the side of Fort George is more than half completed, the su|)porting 
arches for those on the east side are t\yo-thirds comj)leted, the 
mount for the west curtain is entirely finished, and the pillars for the 
casemates on the north side two-thirds finished. I have eomi)leted three 
faces of the redan at the north’ front and built a parapet 14 feet thick 
and 245 feet in length behind the rampart which can mount 12 pieces 
of cannon. The foundation for another redan of the north front is now 
being laid and the retaining wall of the ramparts is finished as far 
as the bazar gate. The two sallyports of the Hodges’ and Cumberland 
ravelins are almost completed as also the retaining wall of the cavalier 
of Princess bastion ; two arches of the castle casemates, 105 feet long 
and 20 feet broad, are completed to a few keystones of one of them ; 
and five paved platforms are finished at the dock bastions. The num- 
ber of mines sprung is 25,614. The number of Warli cut arch stones 
fixed in the arches is 1588 and those of the M^zgaon stone amount to 
'7806. I have begun to dig the ditches of Hodges^ ravelin and shall 
shortly begin the ditch of the Cumberland ravelin, both which I hope 
to complete before the rains. Every possible diligence and despatch 
will be used to effect the so-mueh-wished-£or completion of the -works 
of this fortification. I humbly hope that my attention hitherto has 
merited your Honour’s approbation. If so, I shall esteem myself very 
happy and^take the liberty to request the favour of your Honour and 
Council being pleased to recommend me to the Honourable Company for 
succeeding to the post of principal engineer if it should so fall out 
that Lieutenant-Colonel Keating does not return hither in that 

station/ 

On the 17th March 177 2^ on reading the above letter from the 
acting principal engineer, the Board ordered that it be entered at the 
foot of this Consultation and add : As we are convinced Captain Nilsoii 
is very attentive to this branch his request is complied %vith in 
recommending him to the Honourable Company to succeed to the post of 
prineipar engineer.^ 

On the same day, 17th March 1772, the Collector acquainting the 
Board that on account of the objections made by the proprietors of 


s Pub. Diary 60 of 1772, 316 - 317 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 17th Mar. 1773, Public Diary 60 of 1772, 310 - 31K 
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oarts on which houses are to be built, he finds great difficulty in allot- 
ting ground for the persons whose houses are pulled down, and, at the 
same time, laying before the Board the draft of a publication for their 
approval which he believes will in a great measure obviate the difficulty, 
it is accordingly now read and being approved the Secretary is directed 
to issue a publication to that effect.^ 

In reference to the orders directing the town ditch to be cleaned 
the merchants submitted a petition on which, on the 30th June 1772, 
the Bombay Council issued the following orders : Read a petition 
from the principal Geiitus Moormen and other inhabitants of tbe 
island desiring to be excused from paying any proportion of the 
charge of cleaning the town ditch, and instead suggesting that each 
caste furnish a proportionable number of people for that service. 
As we find this method will be attended with delay and as on account 
of the advanced season it is necessary that the ditch should be 
cleaned with all expedition^ the land paymaster is therefore directed 
immediately to engage a sufficient number of persons to clean the 
ditch. He is to keep a distinct account of the charge in order that 
it may be made good by an assessment on each caste excepting those 
merchants who have paid Rs. 100 annually by the custom house 
books for customs as they therein pay one per cent towards the 
fortifications, and also such persons who for particular reasons have 
been usually excepted,^ 

The Bombay Diary of the 14th July 1772 has the following 
entry : The land paymaster acquaints us that the greatest part of 
the ditch before the north front has been well cleaned but the great 
want of baskets prevented bis going on with this work and he there- 
fore discharged the labourers on the 9th instant.^ 

In February 1773, Mr. Lawrence Nilson, the acting principal 
engineer, submits the following progress report : Before the 
departure of the ship /Spea/cer I now agreeable to your Honour’s 
commands report the progress of the fortifications since my last 
letter of March 17th, At Fort George the excavation for the level 
plain of the inside of the fort is entirely finished ; the excavation 
for the water cisterns is also completed, the arch work of which 
I will begin this month ; the casemates to the east and west sides are 
entirely finished, that on the east side consists of five bomb-proofs 
fifty- two feet in length and ten feet in breadth, and those on the west 
side of two arches fifty-four feet long and twelve feet broad; on 
the north side two magazines for powder and stores are about half 
completed, and the arches of those casemates on that side more than 
half finished, the gateways begun, the excavation for the redoubts on 
the east side is almost half done. On the envelope of Fort George 
eleven stone platforms have been laid, a terrace thrown over a magazine 
to prevent its being damp in the rainy season and for want of which 
it was before entirely useless, the slope for bringing up the cannon 


Oov. Consultation ITtli Marcli 1772, Pub. Diary 60 of 1772, S12, 
2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 30tb June 1772, Pub. Diary 61 of 1772, 618. 
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•lias been made^ all tlie banquettes also made 'and plastered^ tlie wbcde is 
entirely finislied and eleven pieces ^o£ eamioii moiiiitecl on it. Uii the 
redoubt of the line of eonimunication fifteen stone platforms have been 
kidj, the banquettes and the retaining wall of the rampart raised, ami 
the' redoubt made in all ways ready, for nioimi iiig etinnon. The 
revetment of the envelope of the north front lias been eritirehy eompletcd 
to the left of the Bazar Gate as far as. the Cumberland ravelin, the 
foundation for all the pjlatforms . laid, almost all the banquettes made, 
.and a parapet with thirty-eight embrasures fiiii.shed ; the dit eh before 
this envelope has been dug before three faces of tlie ret kins, and a tem- 
porary bridge made at the gate. The diteh'before the Cumberland ravelin 
was dug liei'ore' the last rains as deep as it wns then possible. The 
eoiintersearp before the north-east face of that ravelin has betui eoni- 
pleted, and i shall do my utmost endeavours to get that diteli and 
covered way completed as soon as possible The diieli before the 
Hodges^ ravelin has been dug and the earth removed, and the giaeis 
before the south-west ravelin and the eoiintersearp of the diti-li have 
been entirely completed. The retaining wall of the ram]>arts lias been 
finished from the Bazar Gate to the Mandvi bastion. Qlic esjilanade i 
have been foieed to defer levelling as the gTeatest part of mt* lubourers 
belonging to the new fortifications have for long been employed m the 
third dry dock, nor can I undertake to level the esplanade untd i (.-an 
get my full complement of labourers as ordered byj'our Honour as 
they have lately greatly diminished for the ro‘ason8 I laid the 
honour to represent in a letter under the 2nd instant. In the 
castle one bomb-proof of 105 feet in length and 20 feet in breadth 
has been begun and finished, and twm others of the same bigm^ss 
whose centre stones were not closed have also been completed. "^This 
work has also been stopped some time past owing to tlie great 
scarcity of labourers, but i am in hopes shortly to recruit as many as 
may enable me to continue it, and commence levelling the espilauade. 
The third Dry Dock is so far finished that ships may be received 
into it, and wants only some few additions wliich w'ill shortly lie 
completed. The cubic feet of masonry used on the different wmrks 


IS ; 


Work. Cn^ic feet. 

Fort George ... ... ... ... 69,010 

Arcliwork ... ... .i. ... 2]5.j42 

■ Nortli, Front ... ... , ... 158,002 

Contractor’s Masonry ... ... ... 69,08! 

CiimberlancPs Eavelin Counterscarp ... 15^022 

Hodges’ Bavelin Counterscarp ... ... 14,774 

Retaining wall and Guard-room at Bazar Gate... 0500 


amonntinsr to 78,101 


Total ... 3i;c,131 

The number of mines blown up is 48,318 
feet. Warli stones laid 2300, M4zgaon arch stones 20"500, and 35 
stone platforms completed. My principal object i.s the iini.shing 
those works which are already begun. Nor can I with any propriety 
propose to begin any others that are laid down in ColonefCampbeH’s 
plan, unless the number of labourers is increa.sed, as the present 
number ordered by your Honour to be employed is no more than 
soflScient for completing those works which were begun by Lieute- 
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iiant-Ooloiiel Keating. My care and attention to tiae works in 
general^ I flatter myself^ meets with your Honour's approbation. 
I shall ever use iny utmost endeavours to carry on the same with 
every possible despatch and diligence, and I hope my assiduity 
hitherto may merit jour Honour's favourable mention of me to the 
Hoiioiirable the Court of Directors.^ 

On. the 2Sth May 1773 Government o.rdered the new fortification 
payniaster to pay the contractor for arched masonry at the rate of 
Es. 4”| the brass, agreeable to the acting engineer’s valuation.^ 

.The Bombay Diary of the 1st June' 1773 has the following entry 
regarding the cleaning of the town ditch : It being now the most 
pr-oper season for the much-wanted cleaning of the ditch, and as 
because the rainy season was far advanced only a small part could he 
finished last year, it is resolved that the work be immediately set 
about, and that such a mimber of peoj)le be employed as will do it 
eflectiially and in a short time. As was determined last year the 
charge must be kept separate in the land pajmiaster's books and 
reimbursed to the Company by an assessment on the inhabitants.^ 

Regarding the want of money to meet the expenses in raising 
fortifications the Bombay Diary of the 26th November 1773 has 
the following entry : On reading advices from the President and 
Council at Fort William it is witfi the utmost concern we observe 
that there is great probability we may be disappointed at least in 
part of th.e sum we have applied to tliat Presidency to furnish us 
with. A statement of the treasury now laid before us shows we are 
still eonsi^lerably in arrears to all our ofiices. From all this we are 
unanimously of opinion that it is highly necessary to put a stop to 
every public work now cany ing on that can possibly be stopped 
and to discharge all the workmen till such time as we may have 
sufficient to defra}" our necessary charges. It is therefore resolved 
and ordered that at the end of this month a stop he put to all works 
buildings repairs and ■ alterations carrying on under the new 
forti.fication, land, and dock and pier paymasters, and that with the 
following exceptions all the artificers and labourers employed in 
those offices be then discharged. ■ 

As completing the levelling of the esplanade and laying the 
platforms in Fort George are wmrks very rec|uisite to be speedily 
finished, under the new fortification paymaster 500 labourers and 
artificers and no more must be retained without our express orders. 
Wlicnever either of these works is completed the workmen now 
employed thereon, must he also d.i3charged. . One hundred artificers 
and labourers and no more must be, retained under the land paymaster 
for executing the repairs immediately requisite to the Company’s 


^ Principal Eiisrineer to Government Feb, 1773, Pnb, Diary 63 of .i773, ,82-,8S,. Plie 
total given in the record is 379,731 but the details entered give a total of 358,131 
which is shown in the text. 
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buildings* Further, as it is highly necessary that the repairs of the 
middle dock should be speedily finished, one hundred artificers and 
labourers and no more, must be retained under the dock and pier 
paymaster for that purpose. A proportional niiinber of practitioner 
engineers overseers and all other officers of artificers and labourers 
must bestruck off*. As this will be a favourable time for reducing the 
pay of the people it is resolved that henceforward no more than 5U iVvs 
(2 as.) be allowed for the daily pay of an able-bodied labourer instead 
of 60 res (2| as.) the present pay, and that in all the offices a propor- 
tional reduction he made in the pay of every kind of artificers. As we 
are in immediate want of money to pay tlie ^ arrears to all our offices 
and for some months, have no prospect of a speedy , or considerable 
supply from Bengal, directions must be sent immediately to the 
Chief and Council at Surat to renew their endeavours for procuring 
on the best terms money for bills on the Presidency of Bengal or 
even on that of Madras if any money can be procured b}'' that means. 
It is resolved also that we write to the President and Council at 
Madras advising them of the great distress the CompaiiT’s affairs 
here are in for want of specie, and earnestly requesting them to 
assist us, or any of our settlements on the coast, so far as may be 
in their power either by remittances of bills or in specie of any 
kind whatever. We flatter ourselves, by their late successes against 
Tanjor their situation must be so opulent as to enable tliein witliuut 
difficulty to comply wfith our request.^ 

On the 8th January 1774 Mr. Lawrence Nilson the acting piineipal 
engineer submits the following progress report : In obedience to Yoiir 
Honour^s commands I now lay before your Honour a report of the 
progress of the fortification works since my last letter on that subject. 
At Fort George all the bomb-proof casemates are entirely linislied 
together with the gateway and two magazines of powder and stores. 
A cistern for rain-water has been completed, contain ing 66,400 gallons, 
wffiieh on a supposition that each man be allowed li gallons a da}’’ for 
drinking and cooking, and that the garrison consists of 400 men and 
200 lasears and labourers, would represent a daily expense of 900 gallons, 
and conseqnently a supply of water enough for ten weeks. The diteli 
of Port George fronting the town has been excavated. All the parapets 
on the north and west sides are completed, and part of those on the 
east side. Three platforms are finished and the foundation for tliirteen 
more^ has been laid, the greatest 2 oart of the revetment to the north 
curtain has been raised together with the slope for bringing up tlie 
cannon, the entire retaining wall of the north curtain has been raised 
and the ram];)arts on the west and north sides filled to their intended 
height, and that on the east side is very near completed. The stjuare 
redoubt of Fort George near the sea side is completed as far as the 
spring of the arches, the entire ditch of the same has been excavated. 
The magazine in the envelope of Fort George has been fioored and the 
casemates in the same rougli-teiTaeed* On the envelope Ixifore the 
north front of the town seventeen j)lat£orms have been laid ; all the 
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parapets of the said envelope as far as the redan by the Maiidvi bastion 
are finished; a revetment SOO feet in length, has been raised and' 
completed before the Mandvi bastion^ together with the. counterscarp 
before the envelope of the north front, which has been raised extending 
itself by the different turnings 1350' feet in length; alsothe.eouiiter- 
searp before the Mdndvi bastion. The ditch before the said envelope 
lias been dug to the offset of the foundation being 11 feet 10 inches deep, 
and has been excavated before three different faces since my last report, 
but the whole of tiiis ditch is now dug as far as the offset. A ditch 
has lieen excavated before the face of the curtain of the envelope before 
the ]\Iaiidvi bastion and a sluice made at the end of the said ditch by 
the sea side. The Cumberland ravelin ditch is dug to the offset of the 
foundation, and the entire counterscarp of. the said ravelin is now 
eumjiletecl. In the Hodges^ ravelin the retaining wall to the ramparts 
has been raised two feet and earth filled up on the rampart in proportion. 
A terrace has been laid over the guard room of the Bazar Gate and the 
said guard room is now finished. On the esjdanade the houses that 
contained the old powder works have been removed, and all that part of 
the esplanade is levelled to the extent of 162,000 square yards. On this 
ground great holes have been filled and rising grounds removed. 
Before the Stanhope bastion and without the covered way a considerable 
tank has been filled and upon it a glacis of the said covered way 
completed. This glacis, together with that before Granby’s ravelin, 
extends 637 feet in length. I have the satisfaction to inform your 
Honour that the nine-foot high sand hill, only 220 yards from the 
salient angle of the Cumberland ravelin, has been entirely removed; 
and its 67,606 cubical feet have ten used to fill a large extent of hollow 
ground resulting in the levelling of 97,650 square yards. Owing to 
the great scarcity of bricks I liave not been able to carry on the 
building of the castle bomb-proof laboratory, but have taken care to lay 
np materials to carry on the said building when I again receive 3 'oiir 
Honour’s commands. The cubic feet of masonry completed on the 
several works at Port George are : 


tVorks 

Revetment, retaiiiing walls and fomidation for Flatfornis 

Casemates and Magazines 

IVIasoiiry made by the Contractor ... 

The Square Uedoubt ... ... ... 

The Cistern Wall 
North Front 

^Masonry made by the Contractor ^ 

Counterscarp of the Giimberland Ravelin ... 

Retaining wall of the Hodges’ Ravelm 

Terrace and parapet by the guard-room of the Bazjfr Gate 


97,751 

57,778 

32,574 

53,45T 

9926 

133,421 

13,340 

2424 

1172 


Total 


... 401,843 


The mxiiiber of mines spiTing is 11,284, amounting to feet 18,377 
and 7 inches. The number of cubical feet excavated of the ditch of the 
north front amounts to 414,058 also, of that. on the face before the, 
Mandvi bastion, , and the i-edan adjoining ,129,600. The excavation of 
the ditch of Fort. Geo,rge amounts , to, 160,425 "cubical feet. . 


Having thus given,, your Honour .a faithful .account of the progress 
of the foitiiieation siiiee.my last report I. 'beg leave to describe what. 
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remains to be done to works already begun, as also wbat works are 
yet to be commenced before Colonel CampbelFs plan can be said to be 
executed. Of works already in progress I shall^ begin with Fort 
Georo>e where the following particulars remain unfinished. The stpiaro 
redoubt to be made bomb-proof, and two drawbridges provided for the 
same The counterscarp of the ditch fronting the town, part of the 
east curtain to be filled np, parapet to be made on the said curtain and 
a guard room for the commanding officer, as also a staircase on_ that 
side. A ditch to he excavated before the two north bastions of Fort 
George and a casemated redoubt in the ditch before the _ envelope; All 
the ditches of Fort George and the line of communication to be pali- 
saded throughout and the glacis on the north side to be completed, the 
two mag-azihes to he floored, gates and doors to be made, the arch over 
the drain to be turned and the covered way of Fort George to lie 
palisaded. In the redoubt of the line of communication from the 
town to Fort George is a casemated redoubt to be begun and completed. 
The -whole space within the line of communication to be levelled. In 
the envelope of the north front of the town the following particulars 
remain undone. Three small casemated redoubts on the re-entering 
ano-les and forty-five platforms to be laid, the banquettes to he rough 
plastered and the ditch before the whole to be dug The covered way 
and glacis before the Cumberland ravelin as far as the Hodges^ ravelin 
remain unfinished. The bridge to the Cumberland ravelin is made, but 
not yet laid. One bridge is wanted to be made to the envelope by the 
Bazlr Gateandanother from the envelope to the line of comrmmieation. 
The ditches before the Hodges’ and Cumberland ravelins require to be 
duo" three feet deeper. The rampart and parapet of the face of the 
Dock bastion remain yet to be made. The two towers at the entrance 
of the bason to be made at the ends of the bandar and Dock pier 
and those t-wo piers completed. The far greatest part of the esplanade 
remains to he levelled. These are the principal heads of what 
remains to he done to those works already in progi’ess. I now take 
the liberty to point out those works laid down by^ Colonel Cainiibell’s 
plan that have not yet been begun. The alteration of the Mandvi 
bastion, and the ramparts to be raised by the wall that leads from the 
Mdndvi bastion to the Five-Gun Battery by Moody’s Bay. Tlie 
lunettes by the Mdndvi bastion by tbe sea side. The flanking work 
before tbe Bazar Gate designed for the defence of the ditches before 
the Mandvi and Prince’s bastion. The cremaillere -work starting near 
the castle and joining the town wall by Moody’s hay. The Moor 
and Banian bastions to be altered. The detached redoubt to be advanced 
on the capital of the Granby’s ravelin. I beg leave to remark that 
the very few workmen at pr-esent allowed for levelling the esplanade 
and lajdng the platforms of Fort George will cause those works to he 
carried on very slowly, particularly as great part of the esplanade has 
many large and deep holes, for filling which earth must be brought 
fi’om some distance.’- 


’ Principal Kngineer to Government 8tli Jan. 1774, PuK Diary 85 of 1774, 21 - 25. 
The total of cubic feet is given in the record at 424,559. The details give a total of 
401,843 as shown in the text. 
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The following further report to Government wm made by the 
Prill eipal Engineer on the 21st February 1774: Having agreeable 
to the orders received from the Plononrable Board completed as man}?- 
])latforms at Fort George as i-vas possible since that order was received^ 
there reniaiii at present seven more to be finished on the north-west 
bastion of the fort. Those on the north curtain and on the north-east 
liastioii would not at present be safe to lay^ because until next rains 
the earth will not be sufficiently settled to sustain their weight witliout 
sinking. In the meantime I have to request your Honour^s orders 
and pei-missioii to complete the redoubt of Fort George already begun^ 
together with the eoiiiiterscarp^ west curtains, or such other works as 
remain unfinished. This I will endeavour to do with the same number 
of men your Honour has already been pleased to order. 

On the 25tli February 1774 the Board passed the following orders 
oil the above report: On reading the above letter from the acting 
principal engineer wherein he represents that as man}^ of the plat- 
forms at Fort George as can at present be laid, are completed, it is 
ordered that the artificers and labourers who have hitherto been employed 
thereon be set to finish the other works pointed out in this letter.^ 

About 1775 the merchant Parsons wrote the following account of 
the fortifications of Bombay : Between the two marine gates is the 
castle pro]:)erly called Bombay Castle, a very large and strong forti- 
fieafion uliieh comiiiaiids the bay. The works round the town are so 
many and the bastions so very strong and judieiously situated and 
the whole so defended with a broad and deep ditch as to make a strong 
fortress, whiehj while it has a sufficient garrison and provisions, may 
bid defiance to any force which may be brought against it. Here 
also he adds, is a spacious Green capable of containing several regiments 
exercising at the same time.^ 

Ill consequence of the Marathas landing at Tlianaf and proving 
troublesome to the neighbouring villages, on the 27th January 1775 
the Boml^a}?' Council oiiserve : It appears that the most effectual means 
for preventing the Marathas from inaldng any such attempts in future 
will be by establishing a fortified post at Dhtiravi, the northernmost 
part of the island of Salsette and almost opposite to Basseiii. Resoh^ed 
therefore that it be done accordingly at the least expense that the service 
required will admit of. The principal engineer must tlieref ore proceed 
tMtlier to examine and ' report the work that may be requisite and the 
expenses that will attend erecting the same.'^ 

On the 7 til February 1775 the President lays before the Board the 
chief engineers estimate of the expense of repairing Dhdravi battery, 
of making* a stone, staircase to dlie top of the 'Mil, and of making a 
store-room and magazine there, amounting to Rs. 537 1-. As this 


UVmcipal Eiigmeer 21st Peb. 1774, Piib. Biary 65 of 1774, 117. 

- Bum. Gov. Consultation 25th Feb. 1774, Pub. Diary 65 of 1774j 112. 

® Parsons' Travels in Asia and America (1808), 246. 

^ Pub. Dial’}? 67 of 1775, 118. Comp, of {Standing. Ord, Yol Svf 1759- 17S8, 172. 
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is a post of miieli importance by the great eommaiid it lias of the 
Bassein river^ it is prdered that it be completed as soon as possible.^ 

Two months later the dearness of provisions compelled a lise in 
labourers^ wages. The diary of the 14th April has the following entry : 
It has been represented to the Board that the pay of a hvjan\ \\liieh 
for some time past has been reduced to 50 res {2 as.) a day is too 
little for his subsistence, and that for this reason, as well as on account of 
the dearness of provisions, it is necessary that the pay should be raised. 
As we are satisfied of the justice of this representation, it is agreed and 
ordered that the pay of an able-bodied big dr i which is at present 50 be 
increased to 60 res (2|- as,) a day and to other bigdris in proportions 

Towards the close of 1775 a letter was received from the Court 
of Directors dated 12th April 1775 directing that no other works 
than what were required for the immediate defence of Bombay should be 
undertaken and that the expenditure on account of buildings and 
fortifications be limited to Bs. 1,00,000 a year. The Court write : 
In regard to fortifications and buildings it is our express eommand that 
no more than one lakh of rupees be expended thereon in any one rear 
and that in such expenditure particular regard be had to those public 
works which are calculated for the immediate defence of our settlement 
at Bombay. We have communicated your last advices on this subject 
to Colonel Campbell, our late chief engineer, and requested him to 
point out what works would come under the above description. That 
gentleman is of opinion that Fort George should be first completed, 
that a redoubt of communication should be begun and completed, that 
the lunette east of the Mdndvi bastion should be finished, tlmt the 
cremaillere work from the castle to the east front of the MSndvi 
bastion should be likewise finished, and that the redoubt adTaneed on, 
the capital of Cumberland's ravelin should also be completed. That 
the alteration in the M^ndvi bastion and the flanking work for the 
defence of the ditch before the Mandvi and Princess bastions may he 
postponed and that clearing the space within the line of eommiinieation 
is not immediately necessary. We transmit the above for your 
observation and direct that you call upon our chief engineer to 
lay before you a plan of such works as he shall deem necessary to be 
first completed, an estimate of the charge to be incurred thereby, and 
also the specific sum to he expended upon each particular in the 
appropriation whereof due care must be taken to keep the gross amount 
within the yearly sum of one lakh of rupees.^ 

In the same letter, paragraph 39, the Court direct : As our 
fortifications at Bombay are far from being completed, we cannot 
consent to relinquish the tax laid upon landed estates in 1758 which 
was designed as an aid to the Company in the erecting of those 
fortifications.^ 


^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 7th Feb. 1775, Pub. Diarj’- 67 of 1775, 163. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 14th April 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 321. 

® Court to Bombay 12th April 1775 paras 34-36, Pub. Dep, Court’s Letters Vol. 9 
of 1772-1777,225-22$. 

^ Court to Bombay 12th April 1775 para. 30| Pub, Dep, CourPs Letters VoL 9 of 
:1772:-1777bm/b::-v 
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111 piirsnaiice of tliese orders at a Consultation on tlie 23rd January 
1776 the Bombay Government ’ direct : The engineer must lay before 
us a plan and liis sentiments of such works as he may deem necessary 
to be first completed with the proper estimates thereof, as directed Iw 
the Honourable Company in the 36th paragraph. And the land and 
new foidification paymasters must be enjoined to confine the expense 
of all works and buildings within the yearly allowance of one hundred 
thousand .rupees^ 

On the 30th January 1776 the land paymaster lays before the 
Board estimates of some repairs necessai*y to the Warii Mini and 
Sion dams or vellards^ and to the salt pan sluices between Sion and 
E,ewa, the former amounting to Rs. 536-0-38 and the latter to 
Rs. 552-3-87. These being repairs not to be dispensed with the Board 
ordered them to be completed forthwith.^ 

On the 22nd December 1776 Government write to the Court 
regarding the progress of the fortifications : No great progress has for 
some time been made in our new works on account of the small number 
of workmen that have been employed and the sum you have been 
pleased to limit for our annual expense in buildings and fortifications 
which will not admit of anything considerable being effected. The 
workmen have been principally employed in the Castle and in finishing 
the inside of Fort George under the direction of Major Lavue nee Nilson 
who has had the su|)erintendence of our fortifications duiing the absence 
and trial of Lieut.-Colonel Keating.^ 

At their Consultation^ the 31st December 1776, Govermnenfc read the 
following letter from Mr. Nilson the acting principal engineer, dated 
21st December 1776 : Before the departure of the ship Latham I have 
the honour to lay before you the progress of the works under my 
direction since my last report on that subject. The laboratory in the 
castle is now entirely completed, consisting of three long casemates 
84 feet in length and 20 in breadth, four separate rooms of 20 
feet by 15 feet, one of 20 by 14 feet, one of 23 by 14 feet, 
one of 21 by 12 feet, and one of 51 by 14 feet, all bomb proof, also 
one long casemate of 102 feet in length and 20 feet broad and two 
rooms on each wing 20 feet in square each, all bomb-proof, the whole 
building so far completed as to want only a coat of plastering 
on its external surface of the north and east fronts, a terrace in the 
square below, and some doors and windows. The two magazines under 
the rampart of the south curtain in the castle, each 34 by 18 feet, are 
made bomb-proof agreeable to orders but the passage leading" to them is 
not yet completed. A new bridge has been laid leading to the Ciimber- 
Jand ravelin. At Fort George the bomb-proofs of the easemated 
redoubt on the east side have been finished. The commanding officers^ 
apartments have been completed and a veranda 269 feet long and 
12 feet broad made in front, of the casemate', below to screen the troops ■ 
therefrom the inclemency of the monsoon. The scarps of the redan on 


^ Bom, Crow Ooiisiiltation 23rd Ian. 1776, BuB.. Diary 69 of 1776, 24. 
' - Bom,. G-ow Gonsultatiott 30th Jan. 1776, -Bab. Diary 69 of 1776, 35.„ 
^ Bob. Dep. Letters to the Court :Vo1. 23 of 1776, 125 - 126, 
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the south side are fiEfelied, ■also the eoiiiitersear]) before eaeh face 
brought up to its proper height . autl a great part of the excavation of 
this diteli lias been made. The present seareity and dearness of timlier 
has prevented me lajing tefore your' Honour the. estimate ordered for 
the several works, that remain .still to lie put in execaitioii. As soon 
as any determined price has teen fixed I skri! deliver in the same with 
ail possible despatch. 

Referring to this progress veport Government remark : Read a 
report from the acting principal engineer of the progress of the works^ 
copy of which has teen transmitted '...to the Company Ijy the Lathunb 
and" is ordered to te entered after this Consultation^ 

On the 23rd July 1777 Mr. L. NilsoUj the acting priiieip^al 
engineer^ submits the following report showing what %vorks are 
necessary to be completed: Having maturely considered the several 
paragraphs of Colonel Egerton^s letter to your Honourable Boards 
setting forth the necessity of completing the works therein proposed 
I perfectly concur with the Colonel in his opinion respecting the same. 
I shall therefore endeavour to explain the necessity of putting these 
works into immediate execution. 

In fortifying a place the first consideration obviously is to leave no 
one part more exposed than another. It follows that the line between 
the Moodyk bay and the castle, which is at present open, should be 
secured by the eremaillere work proposed and projected in Colonel 
Campbell s plan. The 470 yards between the castle and the bandar 
is much exposed. True it is defended by a low battery of heavy cannon 
pointing towards the harbonr. Still, as the revetment of this battery is 
so very low that it is only a long step from some part of the rocks below 
it, it cannot be said to be secure against the attempt of an enterprising 
enemy who would not fail to lusk a great deal to get into the place 
so easily. This part therefore demands our most serious attention. 
The space between the bandar and the dock is equally open and 
exposed. And as finishing the piers, agreeable to Colonel CampbelFs 
plan, will take much time, it being a laborious and difficult work, I 
agree with Colonel Egerton that some suitable work should be raiseii 
along this line so as to efeetually secure this part of the town. A 
magazine in the north part of the town is indispensably necessary. For 
want of a magazine, during an. attack, the powder must be transported 
from a great distance, undoubtedly a very dangerous proceeding' 


^ Pub. Diary 70 of 1776, 922, 930 - 9S2. Tlie following is tlie quantity of arch anti 
rougli masonry and other work made since the last report on this subject: (1) Tlie 
bomb-proof laboratory and the caseinate in the Castle j Arch masonry made^ with 
magazine and Warli stones, cubic feet 13,815 ; Arch masoorv made with bricks, S9G0 ; 
Rough masonry, 63,475 ; Terrace laid, 6878 ; Plastering, 33,048 square feet ,* Pavement 
laid, 4100 5 ^ Large moulding stones from Warli quarr^% 676. All the large shelves 
completed in the third casemate and the end rooms. (2) The tw'o magazines in the 
Castle : Arch masonry made of magazine and 4Varli stone, 3672 culllc feet ; Arch 
masonry with bricks, 2244 ; Rough masonry, 9378 ; Plastering, 4124 square feet. 
(3) At Port George : Arch masonry made with magazine and ‘Warli stone, 5078 
cubic feet 5 Arch masonry made with biicks, 7040; Rough masonry, 30,878; 
Excavated from the ditch before the redan in the solid rock, 20,810 bPlaste rlm^ 
13,578 square feet | Pavement laid, 1400. 
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wliieli migEfc occasion serious hindrance in the defence of that part of the 
fortifications. The covered way and glacis of the Gumberlaiid ravelin 
remain unfinished. It is my duty to j)oint out that it is highly necessary 
this part should be completed. Any attack from the land side on the 
capital of tliis ravelin and its covered way might greatly shorten 
a siege. In the present condition of the Cnmberlaiid ravelin the 
enemy would not fail with little delay to make their lodgunents 
on this part. If the covered way and glacis were finished, the enemy 
could not effect a lodgment except at the risk of very great loss. 
The laying' of platforms on the north front is |)lainly ecpially necessary 
with any of the other works proposed. During a siege this outwork 
without platforms would become almost useless. The total want 
of bomb-proofs, one of the chief defects of this fortification, points 
to the necessity of completing the east face of the Dock bastion 
where bomb-proofs may be made for a considerable number of 
men. Besides in supplying bomb-proofs, the face of the Dock 
bastion when mounted with eight pieces of heavy cannon w^ould be of 
great service in harassing the entrance of an enemy ^s fleet into the 
harbour. I need scarcely dwell on the importance of levelling our 
esplanade. If the esplanade is not levelled the garrison will find the 
enemy advance towards our works with greater rapidity than he would 
even under cover of hollow ways.^ The barracks round the Malimed 
Davey (Mumba Devi) Tank to the north-west of Fort George, are so 
large as to enable a large body of men to be perfectly secure from the 
fire of the place. The glacis of Fort George is also far from complete. 
Ill its present condition an enemy might in a very short time and 
without any material loss advance and make his batteries on the crest 
of the glacis. As the great point during a siege is for the garrison a^s 
much as possible to retard the progress of the enemy towards their 
works, it follows that everything which can possibly eontribiite to this 
great purpose is of the highest importance. The perfect levelling the 
esplanade, I declare to be one of the most effective means of retarding 
the enemy. Across a perfectly level esplanade the enemy would have 
to advance every step with much labour and caution. He will be 
forced to open his trenches at the greatest distance possible, an operation 
ivliieh in this climate will greatly fatigue and harass an European 
army and retard their progress. 

The continuing .the Rope Walk in its present direction by making 
a bomb-proof under the rampart is another object ivell deserving of 
attention. By this means an additional urgently wanted bomb-proof 
will be added to this garrison and the. communication on the ramparts „ 
be laid open, the inconvenience of any obstruction to which is too well 
known. The total u^aiit of bomb-proofs wdthin this fortification would 
during a siege subject this garrison to the 'g.reatest disadvantage., , 
During a siege at . Ieast .. ,two4hirds of tlie' sepoys ought to te at 
rest. The want .of any place that would afford security to 'that 
number would in a short time make the garrison so harassed and fatigued 
as to be almost unfit for ^common duties. . This want ^of bomb-proofs is a 
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defect of sucii eoiisequeBce that strict attention is required to secure 
a siiSicieBtmimber to 'contain at least two thirds of this garrison* A 
bomb-proof hospital and bakehouse are also required together with 
bomb-proofs for grain and other' pimdsions necessary lor sustaining a 
long siege. As no place seems better calculated for such buildings 
than under the ramparts which are intended to be added to the long 
wall by Moody^s bay. I would propose to ha*ve them built there. I am 
well convinced that when finished such a wmrk would prove of the 
highest importance and advantage for the security of this place. 
Having maturely considered the situation of the open space between 
the castle and the upper doek^ which extends no less than 570 yards 
in lengtlq theineonvenienee in fortifjing the whole of this line would 
be that any work that would be eonstnicted there \vould very much 
encroach on the buildings of the towm and on the marine yard. It would 
impede the building of ships and make the mud dock less convenient 
than it is at present. To obviate any obstruction I have projected a 
short polygon shown by the yellow in the accompanying’ plan. This 
will effeetiially secure that side of the town and by making two open- 
ings one on each side of the bandar pier^ neither the launching of ships 
nor their ordinary ingress and egress will be in the least impeded. I 
also propose to make a gate under the ramparts which null be placed at 
the end of the bandar pier. The flight of steps before the front of this 
gate will make landing very commodious even at low -water. The fire 
of the cannon planted on this work^ between the Castle and the 
bandar, will also lie more direct on the harbour than it is from the 
present battery w hieh may remain as it now is until the new proposed 
work is raised so high as to impede its fire. Having thus parti- 
cularized the several above mentioned works all and each as 
indispensably necessary to be completed, and without the completion of 
wdneh this fortification cannot be said to be in a state of common defence, 
how far it may be prudent to defer the execution of them your 
Honourable Board are the best judges. 

Agreeable to the orders of your Honour I shall now proceed to point 
out such works as claim our preference to be carried into immediate 
execution in consequence of the limitations to one lakh of rupees a year. 
This allowance will not admit of more than 800 men being employed, 
whose pay together with the cost of materials will nearly amount to 
that sum. I propose these 800 men be employed in the following 
manner: 

1. For the crenmillere work ... ... ... ... ... 350 

2. For a magazine in the gorge of the Mafndvl bastion ... 100 

3. For the new work between the Castle md dock 300 

4. For laying the platform of the north front ... ... 50 

Total ... 800 

I have thus disposed of the 800 men and have been necessitated to 
allow 50 men less for the eremaillere work than I proposed in my esti- 
mate which I gave to Colonel Egerton without Ix^ing able to provide 
for the covert way and glacis by the Cumberland ravelin nor for any 
of the other works beforementioned. As completing the Cumberland 
glacis and covered way is of very great consequence and as it is a work 
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not expensive and with 300 men will most probably be finished in about 
four months time, I cannot help interesting' myself in its completion by 
proposing that SOU men more be employed on this woi*k, which as soon 
as finished may be immediately after discharged if your Honour 
shall think proper, I must not omit mentioning Fort George which is 
already so far completed as not to demand an attention in equal pro- 
portion to the beforementioned works. Although I am well convinced 
that from the beginning it has been a great mistake to make the 
fortifications so extensive, still, as the greatest expense has already been 
incurred, it seems proper those which are already nearly finished should 
be entirely completed, even should it be hereafter found more convenient 
to reduce our fortification within a smaller compass, that, in case of an 
attack, nothing may be w^anted for those Avorks that may prove condu- 
ciA^e towards a Augorous defence. To pre\^ent Fort George falling easily 
into an enemy’s hands, the danger and inconvemenee of which must be 
too obvious to your Honour, also since I have laid in materials AT’kicb 
are already charged to this work on the paymaster'’s books and which 
cannot be removed Avithout an additional expense, I leave it to the con- 
sideration of yonr Honourable Board AA^hether before an entire stop is 
put to this Avork the materials already laid in should not be expended. 
This may be done by emplo^dng lUO men more for about one year. 
While 1 have the honour to communicate my sentiments to your 
Honourable Board on this subject, I Ijeg leaA^e at the same time to oSer 
my opinion on AAdiat A\mrks should be completed in succession, after those 
AA^orks mentioned in the foregoing parts of this letter liaA^e been 
entirely finished. On the supposition that we should still continue to 
folIoAV Colonel GamphelFs plan after all the aboA^e recommended works 
have been completed, my opinion is that the interior parts of Port 
George together with the easemated redoubt AAnthin the line of com- 
niunicatioii, and CAmry part of the said line, be the first taken in hand 
and finished ; then the alteration of the Moor and Banian bastions pro- 
posed to procure a flanking fire to the Church, Hodges, and Cumberland 
raA’elins, in aa-McIi they are at present deficient; then the advanced 
redoubt on the capital of Granby^s ravelin ; then the completion of 
the alteration to the Mdndvi bastion and its cavalier ; then the easemated 
redoubts in the re-entering angles of the enA^elope of the north front ; 
then the lunette by the Mandvi bastion ; and lastly the eompletion of the 
dock pier. As the platforms Avliieh are lately ordered to be laid Avith stone, 
as also the new plastering and repairing the parapets and banquettes of 
the Avorks all round the toAvn, come properly imder the article of re- 
pairs, I beg leaA^'e to propose tliat an order be gwen that all repairs be put 
on a separate head and not mixed AAuth the outlay' on new fortifications. 
I also &g leaA^e to inform your Honour that the sea does continually ■ 
so much encroach by the 'QueeiFs lunette before the Royal bastion' that, 
if some precaution is, not soon, taken, .it Avill'very shortly wash part 
of the glacis aw^ay. : A' line of rough, wall Avell made AAnthout mortar 
Aviil be sufiieieiit, I therefore request your Honour'^s orders accord- 
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Ou tlie 25^rcl July 1777, tlie^same day: the aboTe letter was read, tlie 
Board passed the following orders ; letter from, the 'prineipal engi- 
neer ill' eoiiseqiienee of our order' and resolution on the last Coiineil clay 
ivas read, in which he describes the very imperfect state of our forti- 
fications and the additions ivliieh he judges necessary to be made thereto. 
The presence of the engineer being deemed necessary while this subject 
is under consideration he attends and answers sundry interrogatories 
put to him by the several members. After iveighing this matter 
thoroughly the result of our deliberation is that, circumscribed as iveare 
by the Honourable Company's orders, notliing is left to us but to apply 
ill the most beneficial manner w’e can the lakh of rupees allo-wed for our 
aiiiiual fortification expenses. As the engineer represents that under that 
limitation not above SUO men can be employed, it is resolved that he be 
directed to complete the wmrkmen to that number and to confine them 
entirely to those wmrks tow-ards the sea pointed ont in his letter as 
claiming a preference to be carried into immediate execution. The w’-orks 
under this description are the eremaillere wnrk in Moody^s bay, the 
magazine in the gorge of the Mandvi bastion, and the new proposed work 
between the Castle and the dock, 'which the engineer must complete 
as fast as the number of men allowed him wdll permit. The engineer 
was particularly interrogated whether the wmrk between the Castle 
and the dock might not be attended with injury and ineoiivenienee to 
the docks by preventing the return of the mud and dirt brought in with 
the tide. To this he answers that he had particularly provided against 
that objection by constructing the wmrk on such large arches as freely 
to permit of the return of whatever is brought in by the tide. It must 
be recommended to the Honourable Company in the manner the impor- 
tanee of the subject requires to permit us to proceed in finishing our forti- 
fications, especially those tow-ards the sea with more expedition than the 
restriction laid upon us in our expenses wn'Il allow. The expense of 
repairs to the works and of new-laying the platforms must be kept on a 
sei3arate head, and not blended with the charge of new fortifications to 
which we shall devote the w^hole sum allowed by the Honourable Company, 
The w^all of rough stones to prevent tlie encroachment of the sea on tire 
Queen'’ s lunette must be carried into execution forthwith.^ 

On the 26tli March 1777 Mr. L. Nilson the principal engineer 
wu’ote to Government : As the town ditch is now become so very foul 
as to require to be thoroughly cleaned, I take the liberty to represent to 
your Honour the necessity of entertaining about fifteen hundred labourers 
for that purpose. As such a number cannot always be had, I beg leave 
to propose that they should be entertained immediately and employed i n 
the interim on the fortifications from whence they will be discharged .as 
soon as the cleaning of the ditch is begun. I therefore request v'oiir 
Honour wmiild be pleased to give an order for this purpose, as" the 
militia is entirely insufficient for this extensive work wiiieh requires 
despatch, and cannot be done effectually with a less number of men 
than wiiat I propose. I further beg leave to represent that the foulness 
of the ditch will ever be very great and the w'ater thereof very offensive 
to the inhabitants, while the common sewers of the town are suffered 


^ Bom, Gov. Consultation 23rcl July 1777, Fub. Diary 71 of 1777, 300-302. 
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to ciiseliarge tliemselves into it. I wonld therefore propose tlmt sewers 
be made to discharge themselves into the sea as it will be a means of 
preserving the water of the town ditch purer, and consecinently prove 
more salutary to the inhabitants than at j)resent A 

On the 1st April on reading the above letter the Board observe ; Bead 
a letter from the acting principal engineer setting forth the necessity 
of cleaning the town ditch and proposing that a further number of 
lal)ourers should be entertained for that purpose. Resolved that orders 
be given for cleaning* the town ditch in the most effectual manner and that 
1500 men be immediately raised for this service who must be employed 
upon the fortifications until the lumper season arrives for setting about 
the other work. And as the common sewers which are discharged into 
the ditch make the water very offensive and we are inclined to think 
must affect the health of the inhabitants, it is further ordered that 
estimates be prepared of the expense of making sewers to discharge 
tliemsekT-es into the sea ^vhieh in every respect must be preferable to the 
present ones.^ 

On the 16th April the Engineer wuites : Agreeable to the commands 
of your Honourable Board I have given the necessary directions for 
entering 1500 labourers for cleaning the town ditch. I have not yet 
been able to get any on this island, owing as I am informed to the 
great scarcity of labouring people. I fear likewise that I shall not have 
the number ordered nor proljably half that number at the time they are 
wanted. As in this case so necessary a w-ork cannot be carried into 
effectual execution I take the liberty to propose to your Honoiir^s con- 
sideration whether, as they are now^ so very diflicult to be had, it would 
not be proper to restore the former pay of the labourers sixty-three refi 
(2| as,) a day. If this encouragement were offered it is probable I shall 
not find it so hard to get the number of people ordered for this 
important service. I also beg leave to represent to your Honour that 
there are noiv on the old works of this garrison sixty rotten wooden 
platforms which should be removed and replaced with stone platforms. 
I therefore wait your Honour’’s orders for that purpose.^ 

On receipt of the above letter at a Consultation the 16th April 1777 
the Bombay Council observe : Read a letter from the acting’ principal 
engineer representing that it is out of his power to raise the number 
of labourers wanted for cleaning the ditch upon the present reduced 
pay, and proposing that the j>ay of these people be increased to the 
former standard. As this is a measure we wush to avoid from the bad 
consequences such a precedent will produce, though at the same time 
W‘ e are sensible that it is absolutely necessary the ditch should be 
cleaned, it is agreed as the better expedient to employ .the sepoys off 
duty .on . this work and to allow such as choose to be employed therein 
the. same pay as the other labourers exclusive' of their pay as. sepoys, 
The.iinservieeable w-ooden. platforms mentioned in the engineer's letter 
must be taken up and replaced with .stone. ones,^ ■ 


^ Principal Engiiiee.r to Government- 26th Harcii-1777, Pub. .Diary 71 of 1777, 1S4. 
- Bom. Gov. Coiisnltatio.ii 1st April 17775- Pub. Biai-y 71 of 1777, ■ 174. 

^ Principal Engineer to Govt. ISth ..April 1777, Pub. Diary 71 o.f 1777, '226- 227. 

. ^ Bom, Govr Consultation 16tli April 1777, Pub,.. Diary '71 of 17775223- 224.. .. 
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The Mlowiiig entry in the Boml>ay Diary of April 30th shows that 
in spite of the above order the .engineer could not procure a siifEeient 
number of sepoys : Read a letter ■■from the acting principal engineer 
aer|uairiting us that he cannot procure a sufficient iiuml)er of sepoj^s for 
the purpose of cleaning the ditch and proposing as the only ex|>edient 
for getting workmen for this service that they be allowed the same pay 
as the people employed in the docks, the wmrk being equally laborious. 
The necessity of the ease obliges us to agree to this proposal and their 
pay must be augmented accordingly. But as it seems to us that the 
ditch may be more effectually cleaned by letting the sea into it than by 
any other method, a report must be made whether the tides rise to a 
sufficient height for this purpose.-^ 

In pursuance of the above order the engineer on the 2iid May 
writes regarding the rise of the tides : Having carefully examined 
how high the spring tides rise above the sills of the sluices of the town 
ditch, 1 find that upon a medium it rises about three feet, and at 
very high springs sometliing more. But as the quantity of water that 
would be received through the sluices during the highest part of the tide 
would not much exceed a foot in height above the sills of the sluices 
throughout the whole surface, the benefit arising from letting the sea 
water into the town ditch would therefore in my o|)inion be very 
small. And were it possible entirely to fill the ditch the slowness of 
its discharge through the sluices would occasion so great a quantity of 
mud to be left behind as would greatly incommode us.^ 

On reading the above report from the principal engineer of the 
height of the tides the Board ordered on the 7th May that by way of 
experiment the sea be let into that part of the ditch next to the 
Bazar Gate.^ 

In October 1777 the engineer proposed a plan of having flat- 
bottomed boats to clean the ditch. This plan did not meet with the 
approval of the Board. On the 22nd October they remark : An 
estimate of the expense of building twelve flat-bottomed boats for the 
purpose of cleaning the ditch is now laid before us, amounting to 
Rs, 3600* This appearing too considerable an expense for the object 
the engineer is now called before us and asked if proper boats cannot 
be hired from time to time, or stages made to answer the same 
purpose as the flat-bottomed boats. As he seems to think this may be 
done, and as this last method •will be attended with a much smaller 
expense, the project of building these boats is given np/^ 

On the 21st January 1778 the principal engineer submits the 
following progress report : In obedience to the commands of your 
Honourable Board I have now the honour to report the progress of the 
new fortifications since the 21st of December 1776. At Port George 
a great part of the glacis has been filled up, the covert way completed, 
two small ditches before the faces of the two north bastions have 



^ Bom. Gov. Consultation SOtli April 1777, Fub. Diary 71 of 1777, 234. 

2 Principal. Engineer to Government 2nd May 1777, Pub. Diary 71 of 1777, 247* 
Bom, Gov. Consultation 7tbMay 1777, Pub. Diary 71 of 1777, 246. 

* Bom, Gov, Consultation 22nd Oct, 1777, Pub. Diary 72 of 1777, 466* 


Materials.] 


, AND ISLAND. 469 

been exeavated^ one of wliieli is completed and palisaded^ tlie extremity 
of tlie ditch before the envelope has been palisaded, and the parapets 
and embrasures on the east side finished. A terrace has been laid 
over the north-west bastion to secure the magazine under the said 
l^astion from damps. The slope of the south-west bastion has been 
terraced and the cistern terraced and plastered. The casemated 
redoubt has been completed except its drawbridges, the eoimtersearp 
completed^ all the breaches in the line of eomniuuieatioii stopped up, 
and the now line of communication finished. The south extremity of 
the ditch of Port George and the ditch before the north side of the 
line of eoDimunicatioii have been palisaded. A magazine under the 
north-west bastion has been floored with plank and completed. 

Ill the castle all the plastering and terracing which remained undone 
has been finished, two working rooms in the laboratory have been 
floored %vith plank, and a compound wall mtli palisading has been erected 
romid the building of the laboratory. The passage to the bomb-proof 
Magazine has l)een completed and one of those magazines floored with 
plank, A new doorwa}^ has been made to the old ground magazine. 

On the cremaillere work the revetment of two new faces has l) 0 eii 
entirely completed and the ramparts of three faces filled up with earth. 
Half the revetment of a third face has been erected and the ]iarapets 
and embrasures for seven pieces of camion have been brought up and 
eiglit new stone platforms have been laid. 

On tlie town wall repairs have been completed to the lianquettes and 
parapets of four bastions and three curtains, namely from the Dock 
bastion to the Stanhope bastion. Thirty-three old unscrvieeable 
platforms have been removed and the lumparts of the v'liole repaired, 

fllie new work which has been ordered to be carried into execution 
on the open space between the castle and the dock will be started the 
beginning of next month. The. want of a suffieient quantity of 
materials has prevented the magazine in the gorge of the Maud vi 
l>astioii from being heguii wdiieli I shall be able to start some time next 
month. I beg leave to take this opportunity of expressing my grateful 
thanks for the appointment of major and chief engineer, the diity^ of 
ivhieh I shall ever make my particular aim to carry into execution 
all possible attention.^ 

In communicatiiig the above report to the Court the Bombay Gov- 
ernment in their letter of 25th January 1778, para 56, add: The sum 
limited by you will admit of our employing only 800 men with which 
no great expedition can be made in completing those works though all 
the others are in the meantime at an entire stand, withstanding 
the large sums expended on our fortifications the town is still very open 
towards the sea and so long as that is. the case we cannot derive .much 
si^curity from oiir other works. It ■ gives us ■ ■ pain , to urge .you ; on this 


^ Principal Ingiiieer to G-overnment 2 lst' Jaji.'..177.85 PnbvDiary 73 of 

48 - r>3. Bombay to Court 25tli Jan,.' 17.78 para. 52 ,;.Pnb., pep.- Letters to tlie Ounrt 
VoL 24 of 1777 «. .1778, 13. ' For tlie quantity of -masonry ei’ected see pages 49-52 of Pab. 
.Diary 73 of 1778. 
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head after the great expenses 5 "ou have already ineiirml. But we 
think it oiir duty to reeoaimend to your most serious eoiisi .] oration the 
necessity of permitting us to proceed with the utmost expedition in 
finishing our fortifications especially towards the sea. In the mean- 
time we have resolved to devote to the new fortiiieations the -whole sum 
you have allowed and to keep a sej^arate account of all necessai}' repairs 
to oiir wwks ami huildiiigs.^ ■ 

On the 19 til March 1778 dhe' Court write, to,, Bombay ; Having 
taken into our most serious consideration the represeiitatioii contained 
in }'our secret letter of the 29th July last, v to make such 

oliservatioiis thereon and to give such further instmetions eoriccrning 
the fortiiieations at Bombay as appear to us necessary at this juncture. 
The loth January 1776 you received the orders which restricted 
you to the yearly expenditure of one lakh of rupees on public works 
and buildings and likewise the opinion of Colonel Campbell resiieetiiig 
ivorks calculated for the immediate defence of Bombay. As this 
ojhnion was transmitted for your observation only, you were directed 
to call upon your chief engineer for a plan of such -works as he might 
think necessary to be first completed, together with an estimate of the 
gross charge and of the specific sum to be expended on each particular 
part. Two months afterwards, namely the 21 st March 1776, you 
advise us that our orders had been eommiinieated to tbe chief engineer, 
that he had not then given his opinion of the %vorks proper to be 
completed, that you will however take care that the annual expense 
shall not exceed our orders, and it was with pleasure you informed us 
that the whole amount of the new fortification paymastei-^s disbursement 
had been no greater tlianRs. 55,857 for the year preceding. With 
these materials before us we were led to hope that Es. l,Ol),OOU a 
year would be more than sufficient for such public works as wove 
immediately necessary for the defence of Bombay. We find no general 
2 :)lan 2 )rc]mred of works to be completed, aeeompaiiied by the estimat e 
required from your chief engineer in consequence of our orders on the 
subject. But in your Consultation of the 30tli January a letter is 
entered from Major Nilson containing an estimate for reiiairing 
magazines in the eastle amounting to Es. 8035. In December 1770 
the IMajor reports several works done in the eastle and at Fort George 
and informs you that the scarcity and dearness of timber have j)re vented 
him from kying before you' the estimate ordered for the several 
w'orks that remain to be |)ut in execution ; that so soon as any determined 
p>riee shall be fixed, he will deliver it • unto the Board. Of this very 
unsatisfactory rej^ort you transmit us a copy without an observation 
of your own for our further information. In the same letter you 
acquaint us that little progress had for some time been made in the 
works not indeed on account of the dearness of timber asnotifiedby 
Major Nilson but owing to the small number of wwkmen employed 
and to our limitation of the sum to be expended. The 29tli of J uly 
1777 you inform us that the town towards the sea is almost entirely 
oi)en and think 3^11 should be |)ermitted to proceed with more expedition 

i Pub. Bep. Letters to tbe Court Tol. 24 of 1777 - 1778, 14, 
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in completing' the fortificatioiis. We are really at a loss liow to answer 
these estniordinary advices and particularly your requisition for leave 
to ju'oceed with greater expedition. In the first j)lace we were given 
to understand that our orders had been communicated to the chief 
engineer^ and consequently we had aright to expect that plans and 
estimates would be soon transmitted to us. In the same letter you 
signify to us wvith much pleasure that the sum expended in the year 
preceding our orders had been little more than half the amount 
authorized by us for the succeeding year^ and shortly afterwards that 
no great progress has been made in the works, because we have restricted 
the expense. The next information on the subject is that estimates 
are postponed, because timber is dear. And now we are told that the 
town is almost entirely open to the sea and that we ought to permit 
j'‘ou to proceed with greater expedition. It is not sufficient that 
we recite the above eircumstances to |)i'ove your inconsistency^ because 
your letter implies that you have not been permitted to proceed with 
the necessary expedition. But allowing that in 1775 the Court of 
Directors were of opinion that it was necessary to limit the expense to 
l)e incurred in fortification and buildings, in which opinion we most 
heartily concur, it was nevertheless their pleasure that plans and 
estimates of the necessary \vorks should be prepared. Their positive 
orders left 3 ' 0 ii no discretionary latitude on these points. Have you 
then taken these preparatory measures ? Have we been thereby enabled 
to judge of the propriety of extending the sum to be expended on 
fortifications, and have we on proper information refused to have such 
necessary works completed ? Were not our orders of 1775 explicit? 
Have you neglected or fulfilled them ? Did you remonstrate or at all 
aecjuaiiit us when you received those orders that the town was in danger 
ami the sum allotted by ns inadequate to put it in a state of defence ? 
Did not your answer rather imply tliat a less suiii %voukl have Imm 
sufficient, because little more than half the amount had been exjDended 
in the preceding year ? Are we now to admit that, because timber 
bears a high price no estimate could be formed ? If timber be dear, it is no 
doubt an unfavourable cireiimstanee and will enlarge the amount of an 
estimate. It cannot render an estimate impracticable or improper. The 
usual price of timber might have been estimated, the excess might also 
have boon estimated, audit was worthy your consideration at least whether 
a teinporary advance of the price of limber could be considered by us as 
a su ffieieiit excuse for a breach of our most positive orders. Y ou now alarm 
us by reporting the towui open towards the sea, but with this report give 

us no estimate of the expense to be incurred in making it safe. In short, 
after sustaining heavy losses and. experiencing great abuse in conducting 
the public works at Bombay, after finding the person who had the 
immediate and principal direction of those works appealing to members 
of the Coraieil , for a proof of iiis' having .enjoyed gTeat ' emoluments 
arising from overcharges and consequently from impositions on the 
Ooinpaiiy for several }'-ears together, and affirming that such emoluments 
were received with the knowledge and without the disapprobation of 
the Council, unless we will nevertheless continue to invest you wdth an 
unlimited aiuhority for the disposing of our property at your discretion, 
arc to have our commands disregurded, and by direct iniplication 
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1)0 given to iiiiderstaiKi that' ■ we- -are ourselves.. respoii 5 ?ible for orders 
which ma..y e\'eiitiially hazard the safety- of .the settlement* Your last 
letter xvhidi ccuiveys to us a general idea that the worlvs towards the 
soil are open was received by tis the 9th ultimo. M'e emljrace the 
earliest opportunity of replying thereto, and^ unprovided as we are 
with any estimate coiieernmg the expense of the proposed works or the 
latitude you may think necessary for your future proceedings, we 
have tlioiight pu'oper to consult your late engineer respecting tlie sum 
requisite and the time necessary for putting the fortifications of Bombay 
in a proper state of defence. Before we descend to particulars on 
these two points -we must observe that Colonel Keating, on being 
made acquainted with the representation contained in yonr last letter, 
lias given it as his opinion that althongli from the dock pier to ilootly 
bay Hank a space of nearly 800 yards is for the most part open, 3 "et 
that it is secured and rendered very formidable by 55 pieces of cannon 
from Pier bastion, Bandar pier, Fowlis^s batteiy, three fronts of the 
Castle cremaillere work, and Mody bay flank. And that, as capital ships 
cannot anelior nearer to the works than 450 yaixls, he tinnks that 
distance too great to admit of their top-fire galling the artillerymen 
while working the guns, and finally that no great danger is to be 
apprehended from the French, should they attempt a marine attack 
on the island of Bombay, We transmit these particuiars merely 
for your observation without being able to affirm or deny thad j^oii 
ought to adopt the ideas therein contained. We must necessarily 
depend upon your vigilance to prevent surprise and trust to your 
wisdom courage and fidelity to repel an invasion bj’’ every means in 
your power should it take place from any quarter whatever. And as 
we find it possible that under all eircmiistanees landing on the island 
may be effeeted, especially from Mahim or Salsette, you will, we doubt 
not in case of such event, pay a i^artieular regard to our secret 
instructions of the 30th January for opposing the landing of an enemy 
and for obstructing their approach by disputing every stcq^ of the 
ground between the sea and the town of Bombay. In regard 
the time neeessar}" for completing the fortifications Colonel Keating 
is of oj)inioii that in one fair season or in about eight months time the 
defences on the land side may be rendered impregnable, and tliat, in 
two seasons at the most, the whole of the fortifications in the island of 
Bombay including the works towards the sea may be entirely finislied. 
He assures us that more work than that which remains to be done 
has been accomplished by him in the course of two fair seasons, 
licspecting the sum to be allowed for the above purposes, the Colonel 
has declared that no engineer can superintend more work than is done 
for the sum of Bs. 35,000 a month provided due care be taken to see 
it frugally and properly applied. Having no doubt of his being able f rcnii 
experience to ascertain as nearly as may be the above facts we hereby 
authorise you to expend, if necessary, to the amount of Rs. 2,80,000 in 
the ensning year and the like sum the 3 W' following on tlie fortifications 
of Bombay. We absolutely direct that the whole be appropriated to 
those works alone which are ealculated for the immediate defence of 
the place and that no i)art thereof be expended on other buildings or 
mpairs on any aceo lint or pretence whatever. 
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IV e once more direct that plans and estimates be forthwith prepared as 
s}>ecilied in our orders of 1775 and transmitted the first opportuiiitj 
for our information. We again enjoin the strictest frugality in the 
execution of the works and have only to add that if we find you 
deficient in }'oiir attention to these our orders and instruetions we shall 
consider }^oii as unworthy of our confidence and as improper persons to 
fill the stations which you hold in our service.^ 

Eegarding the cleaning of the town ditch on the lOth June 1778 
the principal engineer reports : As the time draws near for cleanings 
the town ditches I take the liberty to address your Honour on that 
subject and to request an order for entertaining for the purpose 500 
labourers at the same rate of pay they were allowed last year which 
wa,s 70 Tea a day. In carrying out the present laborious works towards 
tlie harbour, I am obliged to lay the foundation for the revetments in 
places where the mud is very deep. This makes the labour so great 
that many labourers have left the works thinking their pay inadecpiate 
to the service they perform. As all labourers at present employed on 
laborious work at this place earn 7 0 res a day, I beg leave to j^rojiose 
tliat I be allowed to entertain 200 labourers at the rate of 7(J res a day 
for laying* the foundations of the revetments. 

Having lately examined the state of the artillery barracks in the 
castle, I tliink it my duty to acquaint your Honour that being situated 
immediately under the south curtain it is entirely unsafe to transport 
any cannon or stores over them as they must mevitably in so doing fall 
in, the timber work being entirely rotten and in many places the 
planks whieh supported the terraces are fallen down or mouldered 
a^vay. In the very same condition is the pavement over the gateway 
leading into the castle; the wood-woik which supports the terrace tliat 
covers the cistern is. also decayed.', I therefore- beg* leave to propose as 
we have very few bombproofs, that these barracks together with the 
gatcNvay and cistern be made bombproof, this being the most economi- 
cal as well as the most useful method of repairing them. Had they been 
made so at first, any future repairs would have been unnecessary. 
Should your Honour judge proper to have these repairs made in the 
maimer I propose, I will deliver in a plan and estimate for that 
purpose as soon as possible.” 

On reading the above letter the Board direct : 500 labourers must 
be entertained for the purpose of cleaning the ditch at the same pay 
as last year. For the reasons assigned by the engineer we permit of 
tlie advanced pay being allowed to 200 labomers employed in laying* 
the foundation of the new work towards the sea. He must Ixi direct- 
ed ^\dtii all expedition to deliver in a plan and estimate of the proposed 
repairs to the castle.^ 

On the 1st July 1778, in eoiisequence of the difficulty of procuring 
labourers, the Bombay ' Couneil ' direct ; ' As there .- 'is a very great 


I Court to BoiiiMy 10th 'March 1778 pai’as 21 -BS, Pah. Dep. OoiirPs Letters -Voh 10 
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diilieiilty in procuring labourers and materials for Gompaiiy^s works, it 
is resolved that a piiWicartion be issued proiiibitin any new private 
buildings to be undertaken or cbunam burnt till piermission is again 
given for that purpose,^ 

The new fortiiieation paymaster reporting that 60 eorge of Bassein 
timber is wanted for the new works and that he can purchase the same at 
Rs. 215 the Gorge, Government ordered (1st July 177S) that the thuber 
after being first duly suiweyed by the engineer be purchased accordingly.^ 

The Courts protest of the 19th March 1778 led to the submission 
of the following detailed report by the principal engineer, dated the 
28tli April 1779 i Having maturely considere^d the present state of 
the fortifications, together with their defects and the best method to 
remedy the same, I now, agreeable to the Honourable Company's 
commands of the 19th March 1778, lay before yonr Honour my 
thoughts and proposals relative to this subject. I shall point out the 
different works necessary to be undertaken in order to render these 
fortifications as complete as their original construction will admit in 
order to j)ut the same in the best possible state of defence. 1 he pre- 
sent extent of our esplanade is only 600 yards from the salient angle 
of the Princess bastion and 400 yards from Fort George. So far 
from this distance being sufficient it is toely half the distance 
recpiired. In his letter to the Honourable Board in 176S Lieutenant- 
Colonel Campbell expressly recommends that to the distance of 800 
yards the esplanade be cleared of all buildings and rising grounds. 
This distance is undoubtedly the least which ought to bo cleared. 
Supposing an enemy fairly landed and lodged in the suburbs at the 
distance the buildings now stand, he will have the advantage of being able 
to open his trenches on the salient angle of the Princess bastion 2u0 yards 
nearer the place than he could if the esplanade w^as of a proper extent. 
Again, ojDposite Port George, an enemy has it in his power to ei*eet 
batteries under cover of the buildings at the distance of 4U0 ravih, a 
very convenient distance for his first batteries. He will have the 
advantage of forming small parks of artillery for the supph' of the 
attacks close to the opening of the trenches which could not be done if 
the esplanade extended to 1000 yards from the fortilications. 'I his 
nearness wmnld greatly facilitate his works, particularly the eirciim- 
staiiee of his being able to supply his batteries with stores from that 
short distance. Por when the esplanade is cleared to the distanee 
which it ought to be, the enemy will then have to bring his stores to 
the salient angle of the Princess bastion at least 4UU yards furtlier 
than he has at present and 600 yards further to his attack on Fort 
George, a eireumstance which cannot fail greatly to add to tlie fatigue 
of an European enemy in this climate during a siege. In short llio 
present small esplanade would enable an enemy to save botli time ami 
ineii in his attacks. It is almost needless .to mention the great 
advantage an enemy would reap from being able to keep the Ijest part 
of Ills army under cover of the houses at so short a distance ready to 


5 Bom. Gov. Consultation 1st July 1778, Bub. Diary 74 of 1778, 510, 
*Bom. Gov. Diary 1st July 1778, Tub. Diary 71 » 4*1778, 510-511. 
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siip]30rt ilie td*eiielies wlieiieYer any considerable sally is made from the 
garrison upon any of his works. As the great object during a siege 
is as long as possible to keep the enemy at a distance and to throw 
every obstacle in his way in order to obstruct or retard his works^ the 
having an esplanade of a proper extent is one of the great means for 
effecting this purpose. After what I have advanced I believe there 
can remain no doubt that our esplanade is by much too small and that 
it consequently ought to be enlarged. I therefore give it as my 
opinion that as soon as possible the whole esplanade should be 
cleared of all buildings to the distance of 1000 yards from every part 
c>f the fortifications j that is 400 yards further than at present from the 
salient angle of the Prince’s bastion and 600 yards further on the ridge 
of Dongri hill. Strictly speaking the distance of 1 OjO yards is less than 
is generally allowed^ but the making it of greater extent would bring 
on an enormous expense. Nothing hut the most absolute necessity 
could make me propose to extend the esplanade to the distanee of 
1000 yards. But as the enemy will then have all his materials and 
stores to bring upwards of 400 yards to the place of his first batteries , 
I judge in such a climate this 400 yards will prove sufliciently 
fatiguing. Upon this esplanade there should afterwards on no aeeonnt 
be permitted to remain any buildings trees or hedges, or in general any 
thing whatever that may in the least intercept the view, and the high 
sand-bank by Back Bay ought to he entirely levelled in such a manner 
that the cannon of the place may scour every part of the sandy beach. 

“While the esplanade is clearing away to the abovemen tioned 
distance, the following works should be carried into execution : The 
easemated redoubt in front of the envelope of Fort George should bo 
crmipleted ; all the ditches of this fort palisaded, the drawbridges 
completed, and, in general, everything done to put Fort George in a 
most thorough state of defence. The easemated redoubt withhi the 
advanced redoubt of the line of communication should be made along 
the whole of the said line and completed on the east side and palisaded ; 
the i\Iand\i bastion and its interior cavalier, the lunette hy the Mandvi 
l)astion, casemates for the garrison and a bomb-proof hospital in 
IMoody bay shonld be completed ; the east curtain of the castle recpiires 
to be somewhat raised ; the dock pier should be carried out a little 
further to take off the great swell which at |)resent during the mon- 
soon incommodes the dock gates, and a battery be placed on the dock pier. 

hroughout the covert way traverses should be made and places 
of arms in the re-entering angles. The Banian and Moor bastions 
should l^e altered agreeable to Colonel CampbelFs plan and proposals in 
order to bring a flanking fire on the faces of the Cumberland, Hodges, and 
Church ravelins, of which they are at present deficient. Small bridges of 
communication should be thrown from all the ravelins to the eovert way, 
and steps cut in the counterscarp near the re-entering and salient 
angles for the free passing and repassing of troops to and from the 
covert way during : a' siege. ’ .Lii generM .wherever any drawfl>ridges 
are wanted tliey.should be ;Completed as.soon aS" possible. .The^ ditches 
of the Hodges’ and; Cumberland ravelins and those before . the envelope 
of the north front should be dug at least four feet deeper. The three 
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eo.?cmiatocl redoubt? in tlie re-entering angle? of the envelope o! the 
north front should lie completed. As 'laid down in Colonel (himpbdh? 
plan and proposed hr that .gentleman the forward redonht should 
advanced on the capital of Granby^s ra%'elin. Ibis is a work 1 think 
hig'hl}^ necessary as it will ■greatly disturb and annoy an enemy during 
his attack upon the capital of' any of the outworks Ijetween the Olmren 
and Bazar gates. At the same time I am of opinion that 
ravelin is so much retired that the distance between it and tlie salient 
angle of Hodges^ ravelin ' is 700 yards and from the G\ini1>erland 
ravelin 900 yards^ and from the salient angle of the envelope on the 
capital of the*^Priiice^s bastion upwards of IIUU yards. This posit jf.)n 
has the disadvantage that besides the redoubts fire being very 
oblique the several distances are such as would make its execution 
very ineoiisiderahle* I would therefore propose that as before suggested 
a redoubt of tlie same construction be advanced on the Church Gate 
ravelin. A redoubt thus situated would have all the advantages of 
the proposed Granby redoubt to a much greater degree. It would be 
viewed more in reverse from any of the salient angles of the outworks 
that might be attacked and consequently prove more obstructive to the 
cnemy^s works. It would be 375 yards nearer those outworks than 
the Granby redoubt. Consequently its fire would do more exeeiition 
and would" give a smarter and more direct fire on the buinung ground 
and the l>eaeh which is much wanted^ and it will be better flanked and 
supported from the collateral fronts. I therefore give it as my 
opinion that a redoubt advanced on the Church Gate ravelin is essen- 
tially necessary and of the greatest utility during a siege by very 
effectually obstructing the enemy^s works and retarding his progress 
towards any of the outworks of the west front. Nor can an enemy 
carry on his attack with any probability of success till he is in pos- 
session of the said redoubt wdiich will serve greatly to lengthen tlie 
defence, Bor the same reasons I am further of opinion that the 
redoubt ought to be placed at the distance of 50 toises or about 100 
yards from the said capital of the Church ravelin. I havm taken 
the liberty to point out these works as essential and if jmiir Honour 
shall be pleased to give me order for that purpose 1 will endeavour to 
carry them into execution as S23eedily as possible. 

I have never yet been able to complete the SOOO men ordered. At 
present the want of near 500 men has prevented me going on with 
the levelling of the remaining part of the esplanade and buililiug 
the magazine in the Manclvi bastion. When complete the 3000 work- 
men are sufficient only for carrying on the works last ordered. There 
is then not a man for carrying into execution any one of the esse niial 
works mentioned in this letter. It will therefore be necessary to 
state what number of workmen would be required to complete the 
fortifications in every part at once : 

Completing Fort George ... ... 200 

Line of Commumeation 500 

Completing the alteration of the Milnclvi Bastion and build- 
ing a magazine in its gorge together with a lunette by the 
sea side ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 500 

Maldng the casemated bomb-proofs in Moody Bay ami 
raising the curtain in the Castle ... ... ... 050 
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JSlen. 

300 
500 
500 
300 

500 

Total ... 3950 

To be employed on the works now under orders 3000 

Grand Total ... 6950 

The total number required to work on every part of the fortifications 
would be 6950. Even then none are allowed for deepening the ditches 
of the Hodges and Cumberland ravelins or those of the envelope of the 
north front. But^ as I greatly fear, and from experience am very 
certain, that we shall not be able to get together so great a body of 
workmen, I beg leave to propose that the total workmen to be employed 
in future be fixed at 5000. This would represent a monthly expense 
of Rs. 30,000 exclusive of stores and materials which would amount to 
about Rs. 20,000 a month more. As my accompanying estimate 
computes the expense of completing the whole of the fortifications to 
amount to Rs. 1,22,080, the time for completing the whole if 5000 
men were employed would be about 24? months and this only provided 
no interruption happens. The irecessity for securing the open space 
betTveenthe Castle and the dock was absolute. Part of the line between 
the bandar and the Castle was entirely open. By the battery now 
building between the Castle and the bandar pier, the opening towards 
the dry dock and mud dock is powerfully flanked and secured, and as 
the plan of securing the docks by overlapping the two piers, as proposed 
by Colonel Campbell, would have greatly injured our dock, it is 
unadvisable to put it in practice. The reason why our dry as well as 
our mud docks would become useless, should that part of the plan be 
carried into execution, is tliat every tide a certain quantity of mud 
w^ould settle within the basin and before the entrance of the dock. 
This would either choke up the entrance or involve heavy clearing 
charges. By putting my scheme into execution, which has already been 
approved by your Honourable Board, this inconvenience will be pre- 
vented as I propose the pier being built on arches by which means 
as the water will still continue in motion no mud can settle behind 
the battery so as to prejudice the mud dock, I have also proposed by 
leng*thening tbe south pier to secure the dock gates from the violence 
of the swell which during the monsoons greatly incommodes them, and 
as it is conveniently situated for flanking the Castle I have proposed to 
place a battery thereon. The end of the bandar pier becomes a very 
complete battery both for flanking and annojdng any ships that may 
attempt an attack opposite to the Castle, and the frontage between the 
bandar pier and the dock is^ secured by a battery forming a re-entering 
angle which is to be built on arches in order that the motion of the 
water may continue as be^^^ , By proposing this alteration in the ' 

former plan I do not mean to lessen.: its; merits, the construction of ' 
wliieli could it be carried ' into execution' .is ' altogether ; excellent.. But 
the objections already mentioned could ho well known only to a person 
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Completing tlie Dock Pier ... ... ... 

Altering the Banian Bastion 

Do, Moor do, 

Coinpletiiig the Envelope of the ^orth front 

Building the advaneed Eedoubt on the Capital of the Church 
.Gate Kavelin 


Chapter IV. - 

Fortifications 
and Buildings- ; 

Fortification 

Re]7ort, 

1779, 

i 

i 

I 

[ 

s 

I 

I 

I 


I, 

1 

i* 


[Historical 


418 BOMBAY TOWN 


baptcr 1¥. 

'ortificati 011:1 
id BiiiMiiigs. 


ill' I tor tj 
llliK 


’rogvess Ileporlj 
1770, 


who eoiistaiitly resides in the spot and whose ohservatioiis on the tide^ 
and the niamier tlie mud is thrown lip in that part can warrant iny 
ilifferini4 from the former plan. In building the ereniaiilere work I was 
nccossitaicd to inalce an opening in the - re-entering aiig-le iroiiting ilie 
eiistoin house for the convenience of boats bringing their iiiereliaiidize 
close up to the landing place. It would have been verv' pro]">er to have 
liegnn the alterations of the Moor and Banian bastions during the 
fair season , while the waiter in the ditches is yet very low and coim}- 
Ciueiitly the foundations might be dug and laid with greater eas-e. But 
this is totally out -of my power as a sufficient number of workmen eau- 
not be got at present to cany on so many wmrks at once. Unless your 
Honour shall think proper to increase their number^ I am therefore 
under the disagreeable necessity of deferring the essential works as 
W'ell as the redoubt on the capital of the Church Gate ravelin till next 
dry season wdien the wwks by the seaside wdll be so far completed as to 
admit of the men being taken from them and put to other works. In the 
estimate wdiich accompanies this letter the expense of removing the 
houses for enlarging the esplanade is not included^ neither is the expense 
of the removal of the houses within the towm wdiere the casemates for 
the garrison are to be built. I have estimated each wmrk at as low a 
rate as possible. Allowances must be made should tlie result not exactly 
answer as the prices of materials very often increase in a w^ay which 
cannot be foreseen. 

I shall now proceed to report to your Honourable Board the progress 
of the fortifications since my last letter. At the eremaillere w’ork 
three new faces have been more than three-quarters completed, more 
than half of the parapets of other three faces have been raised^ and 17 
new stone |)latforms have been laid. This eremaillere w^ork has an extent 
of 1300 feet and upwwds faced with equal cut stones and rampart beliind, 
32 feet in breadth along the whole extent, every atom of the materials 
for wdiich extensive work has been brought from great distances. I 
flatter myself that, provided no impediment of any sort intervenes, I 
shall be able totally to complete this wmrk by the end of next September. 
At the battery between the Castle and the bandar pier a eurtain 450 
feet in length has been brought up, the rampart half filled, and its 
retaining w^all (raised) to one-third of its intended height. Part of 
the foundation for the Bandar pier battery has been laid, but this 
battery together with the dock pier battery and the battery between 
the Bandar pier and the dock are wmrks wdiieh wdll necessarily go on 
very slowly as the foundation can be laid only during spring tide, 
unless it be done by wmrking with caissons which W'dilcl make those 
wwks extremely expensive. All the piers of the casemates under the 
Dock bastions are brought uji and the wooden centres for building the 
arches on are fixed. The covert way and the glacis all round the 
Cumberland ravelin and jilaee of arms by the Hodges^ ravelin ha\'e 
been entirely new built and completed and palisaded allround; this 
covert W' ay and glacis extend upww’ds of 1200 feet. A new battery 
of eight pieces of cannon has been made before the Bandar pier whiih 
secures the Bandar pier itself as also the opening between ihi‘ Bamlar 
pier and the dock. Twelve new wooden platfomis have been laid on 
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tlie old batteiy wliieli was (removed) last rains and the whole of 
the said battery repaired to make the same serviceable in case of any 
attempt by an enemy before the other work eonld be finished. On 
the envelope of the north front 38 new wooden platforms have been 
laid which has put that work in a most respectable state of defence. 
The parapets of Princess bastion have been repaired all round and twelve 
new platforms have been laid in the said bastion. The cavalier of 
Prince'’ s bastion has been repaired and ten new platforms laid on the 
said cavalier. The cavalier of the Banian bastion has been rejoaired and 
six new' platforms laid on the said cavalier. Ten new embrasiii’es have 
been opened in the curtains for the defence of the salient angles 
opposite the several ravelins and seven new platforms have been laid 
on the said curtains. On the Royal bastion twenty new platforms have 
been laid in the room of twenty which were unserviceable. At Fort 
George the small well ditch in front of the north-west bastion and the 
palisade in the ditch before the line of communication have been 
completed. 

Work was in progress at the following places: Port George^ line 
of comniimication, north fronts Dock bastion^ covert way, and between 
the Castle and Dock. Two plans accompany tliis, the one No. 1 
representing the fortifications of Bombay as they now stand together 
with siicli works as are proposed to be made but liave not yet been 
begun. The other plan No. 2 represents the state of the fortifications 
wdien I first took charge of the office. Your Honour will perceive what 
works have been complete 1 since the beginning of the }"ear 1772. 
Permit me to assure your Honourable Board that I should long ere this 
have delivered in the plans and estimates ; but when I first received the 
order, Lieutenaiit-Goloiiel Keating was then chief engineer and was 
daily expected from the north. I was therefore in hopes that on his 
arrival Coloner Keating ivoiild have done it himself as not withstanding 
the order it was a difficult point for me to form an estimate of works . 
which in all probability Colonel Keating was himself to have executed. 
After his arrival the situation of his affairs prevented him from form- 
ing an estimate. As I was then ordered to sit on a general Court- 
martial which lasted the whole of that season it was not possible for 
me to do an^dhing besides carrying on the works then in hand. And 
asal^oiit that time the Maratlia war had made timber much dearer than 
nsua], I was apprehensive that an estimate then formed would have 
proved inaccurate. . Since that time I have not till very lately had 
any tolerable assistance for dramng the plans fair.' ' As those' gentlemen 
who could have assisted me have necessarily been otherwise employed, 
my own eontiniied attention in seeing the works carried into execution 
having (hitherto) affoixled me but little time to stay at home in 
order to delineate those designs. Still as no time has been lost in 
carrying* on the u'orks, I lioj^e your Honour wdll excuse it. In the 
Ilononralde Company s commands dated ' 19th March 17 7 8, Lieutenant- 
Colonel, Keating appears to have 'given it as his opinion that no 
engineer could siiperinteiid more works- than may be' done for Es. 35,000 
a month. I cannot ' otherwise than; believe"- that'his real meaning must 
be the charges of artificers and labourers. only; and' that the amount of 


Chapto lY 

Fortifications 
and Buildings* 

Fortiii cation 
Progress Ke[5ort, 
1770 * 


lapter IV. 

rtiicatious 
1 Baildiags. 

grew Reporbj 
UPX 


■ombay Ditdi, 
1779. 


SuropeaBS not 
:0 Inspect tbe 
Fortifications, 

1779. 


Coney Wanted 7 
1779. 


5 onibay Ditch, 
1780, 


[ffistorieai 

420 BOMBAY TOWN : ' 0 

the cost o£ materials must be eseltisive of that particularly ae 
the expenses during the j^ar 1.770-71 amoanted one month with 
another to Rs. 5,00/{l00. I humbly 1>eg leave to express my thanks for 
the appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel and cliief engineer of this 
P residency. The high sense I Justly entertain of this favour is such as 
must necessarily prompt me on every occasion to perform my duty 
with all imaginable zeal for the service of my Honourable Employers.^ 

Ob the 28th April the Board ordered 'that copies of this letter 
together with the estimates and plans be transmitted to the Court of 
Directors and that the engineer he permitted to entertain as many 
workmen as he can procure.- 

Regarding eleaning the ditch the Bombay Diary of the 12th May 
1779 has the following : This being the season for cleaning the ditch 
and the principal engineer requesting by letter that 1000 men be 
emploj^ed for that service, it is resolved that the necessary orders be 
given accordingly.^ 

In 1770 the Court ordered that no European should inspect the 
fortifications. On the 27th May they write: It is our express 
command that no European, covenant servant of the Company 
excepted, be henceforth permitted either in time of peace or w'ar to 
view or inspect any of the fortifications, defences, docks, or arsenals 
at your settlement on any account or pretence whatever. Nor shall 
any person be su:Sered to make any drawing or take any plan of any 
public work, fortification, or dockyard, without license in writing 
from the Governor for the time being, first obtained for that purpose.'^ 

Refen’ing to Major Spaeth^s proposal to do more work to the dam 
at Cassey creek the Bombay Diary has the following notice : In our 
present distress for money we cannot afford to lay out so considerable 
a sum on a project the success of wdiieh must be uncertain. It is 
therefore resolved for the present to entirely suspend the execution of 
the work proposed by Major Spaeth at Cassey (Kashi) ereek.» 

Regarding the cleaning the ditch the principal engineer Lieutenant- 
Colonel Nilson makes the following proposal on the 25tli January 
1780 : Einding that, besides removing the mud which has been mostly 
done by the new fortification carts, the cleaning the ditch has for these 
three years past cost about Rs.6000 a year, I have been led to consider 
whether such expense might not be lessened. Towards the end of 
1777 I did myself the honour to proi3ose to your Honourable Board 
to have twelve boats built which by being employed in cleaning the 
ditch would more effectually perform this service than at present, as 
ten men in each boat would be sufficient and being employed for three 


i Principal Engineer to Government, April 1779, Secret and Pul. Diary 20 of 1779 , 
455 <*460. 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 28tli April 1779, Ful>. Diary 75 of 1779, 274. 

® Bombay Diary 12tli May 1779, Pub. Diary 75 of 1779, 287. 

, ^ Court to Bombay 27tb May 1779 para 38. Pub. Dep. CoiirPs Letteis TuL 10 u£ 
1778-1782, 162-163, Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol, 2 of 1759-1788, 200 . 

® Bom. Gov. Consiiltation IStb Oct. 1779, Pub. Diary 76 of 1779, 583. For cietaik 
regarding this dam see Bombay Town Materials, Vofi I. 414 -4167 
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montlis would amount to no more than Rs. 2400, all materials included, 
wHch. would be a yearly saving o£ at least Rs. 3600. The estimate of 
these boats to be built in the marine yard was Rs. 300 each j the whole 
twelve will then amount to Rs. 3600, which by this method of cleaning 
the town ditch is paid by the savings in one year, I therefore beg leave 
to rec[uest that your Honour wdll be pleased to give orders for the 
abovementioned boats to be built in the marine yard as soon as possible/ 

On receipt of the above letter from the principal engineer, the 
Board, on the 26th January 1780, observe: On consideration of his 
proposal for building flat-bottom boats for the purpose of cleaning the 
ditch recourse is had to our proceedings under the 22nd of October 
1777, when this project was before discussed and then given up. As 
the expedients then proposed -would have been attended with constant 
expense and considerable trouble, as the cost of the boats now 
recommended -will by the engineer's statement be saved in one year, 
and as in the present situation of affairs flat-bottomed boats may be 
required for other services, it is resolved to accej^t the engineer's 
proposal and to give orders for the boats being immediately constructed/ 

On the 23rd April 1780 Lieutenant-Colonel Lawrence Nilson, 
principal engineer, submits the following progress report : In 
obedience to the commands of your Honourable Board I have now the 
honour to lay before you a report of the progress of the works since 
my last, as also the present state of the fortifications. The cremaillere 
work has been completed and wants only a few traverses and a barrier 
gate. The new battery to the south of the Castle has been completed. 
The Bandar pier battery has been carried on as much as the springtides 
•would admit ; two faces of this battery and five of its embrasures are 
almost completed ; the tedious manner of working at low water mark 
at springticles makes it uncertain when this batterj^ can be finished. 
The Dock bastion has been entirely completed ; the magazine tinder it 
has been new floored and repaired, all the casemates under the said 
bastion perfectly finished, and a large drain made to carry the water of 
the marine yard during the rains, which prevents it falling into the 
dock ; fifteen embrasures have been opened in the old works where 
they were most wanted. The lunette by the Mandvi bastion is more 
than half completed. I make no doubt this work will be finished by the 
31st of August, The Mdndvi bastion is carrying on as fast as possible ; 
the revetment of its new face is now brought up five feet above its 
foundation. A large quantity of stone and materials has been laid up 
in readiness to carry on the casemates in Moody^s bay ; the foundation 
of the piers for a sallyport leading to the lunette has been laid. A 
battardeau or stop-water by the lunette is almost completed. The 
eounterscarp of the ne^v ditch before the east face of the Mandvi bastion 
and envelope of the north front has been nearly completed. The rough 
wall near the sea tefore the line of communication to Fort George is about 
half completed and a range of barracks are built for the soldiers towards 
the land side. A terrace has been laid on the east bastion of Fort George 


^ Friacipal Engineer to Ooveniment 25tli Jan. 1780, Puk. Di,arj 77 of 1780, ,26 • 27, 
Bom, Go.v, Gonsiiltation 26tli Jan. .1780, Fnb, Diary 77 of 1780, 21. 
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to cover tlie magazine under tlie said bastion to prevent it being clamp. 
A set of cook rooms and 'necessaries for the soldiers have been eoiiipleted 
■and the space between the envelope and the fort paved ; an excavation 
has also been made in the outward ditch for the intended well 
behind the coronet. 

On the esplanade a large bank of sand has been removed ; and ..... 
superficial scpiare feet of ground in front of Fort George have been 
levelled. A large quantity of materials has been laid ujj for carrying 
on the alterations, of the Banian and Moor, bastions. The foundation 
of the counterscarp of the former .is now begun and the re\'etmc3iit 
of the same will shortly be started. Three^ large dams have Ijeeii 
made near the Banian bastion for keeping out the water in order to 
carry on tliat wmrk. 

The present state of this fortification may be thus sunmiarised : A 
good part of the esplanade has still to be levelled^ as the present 
bur}dng ground cannot be removed^ and as part of the sand banks 
near the sea yet remain as the people lately employed thereon have been 
moved to carry on the alterations of the Banian and Moor bastions. 
The following works remain to be begun : The advanced redoubt on the 
capital of the Church Gate ravelin. The casemates near the Stanhope 
bastion. Two battarcleaus or stop-waters. The Dock pier battery. 
The battery between the Bandar pier and the clock. The easeiiiated 
redoubt wdthin the advanced redoubt of the line of communication to 
Fort George. The small bridges of communication to the dilfereiit 
out-works. The places of arms and traverses in the covert way. Three 
small easemated redoubts in the re-entering angles of the envelope of 
the north front. The reimirs of the glacis by the Apollo gate. 1 he 
alterations by the Bazfir Gate ravelin. The drawdnidges to the north 
front. 

The following works are being carried on^ but are not finished : The 
coronet at Fort George^ the palisades, the ditches, the glacis and its 
drawbridges ; the line of communication to the sea side ; the iltaidvi 
bastion ; the lunette near the Mandvi bastion ; the magazine in the 
gorge of the Mandvi bastion ; the casemates in Moody's hny ; the 
Bandar pier battery; the alterations of the Banian bastion just 
begun ; the alterations of the Moor bastion just begain. A space 
remains open between the Bandar pier and the Dock pier I 

before proposed to secure by building a battery with a re-eiiteiing 
angle as represented in the plan by the letter ... in such a manner Idiat 
the sea w^ashing’ through the arches (on which the said Ijatter v was to lie 
built) would have prevented any mud settling behind it. On furtlier 
consideration I find that by |)utting this plan into execution the saidi 
battery will take up so much room that there will not be siiffieioiit left 
for the ships to lay on the hard, behind it and it will be rather iiieoiivenieiit 
to bring them, round from the opiening at . the setter (centre ?). As 
,my constant endeavour is to regulate the means of the defence of this 
place in sudi a manner as not to'prejudice it materially in a point of 
so miieli consideration, instep ■,o£ my former proposal, I do now 
propo>se a' 'floating battery in .such, a manner as to be placed or removed 
to the 'Space:! .between the--’ Bandar, pier battery and the Dock piei*. 
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Tliis will effeetiially secure the opening and at the same timenover the 
docks and remove every o'bjectioii which any other - mode of defending 
this spot might occasion^ by rendering its present great utility to the 
shipping' less complete. I therefore request ^-oui’ Hoiioiirbs orders for 
eumnieneiiig the said hoating battery as -soon as possible. Hawnghad 
charge of earrt'ing on the works for some years I have .ever found by 
experience that ehiinam is never to be had in sufficient- quantities till 
the end of December or the beginniDg of January. As. the ehunam laid 
ill store bt 4 \jre the rains is generally exjiended by the end of September^ 
little work can be done during* October November and December. As 
ilio p»en])ie employ od in burning'* the ehniiam have not hitherto begun 
to bimi ari\' till the end of November, and even then in small quantities 
]. have to rerraest 3 'oiir Honourable Board will issue an order that the 
borniiig the ehunam wanted .for the use of the new fortifications do 
eomiiienee ly the boginiiing of October .every year. By this means a 
inueh greater quantity of work will he completed each season. 

With this accompanies a duplicate of my plan and estimate delivered 
last I’ear. I have now corrected the estimate in some jplaces and 
excluded tlie works then reported to he finished. The qiiaiititj of 
sand and earth to 1)0 removed on the esplanade being much more than 
was then ealeiilated, the expense of removing the same must unavokHbly 
be more than what had l}een mentioned therein. 

The following arc the different places where masonry and other 
work has been executed: Fort George; the line of eommunication ; 
Mandti Bastion; lunette by the Slandvi bastion; casemates in 
iloodj^bs bay ; cremaillere work ; HornbVs battery ; Bandar 
battery; Docdc bastion; Town walls; Stanhope bastion; North 
front ; the Esplanade. 

The workmen have lately decreased so much that' it is at present 
with the greatest difficultly 1 can carry on all the works now in hand^ 
but am ill great' hopes the men will shortly return. 

I humbly request your Honourable Board will be pleased to take 
into consideration my application made- last year in favour .-of the 
Captains of the Engineer Corps and hope your Honour will recommend 
to the Honourable the Court of Directors that their request may be 
complied with.-^ 

Copy of this report was ordered to be sent to the Court by the 
Hair ice, 


^ UriueipW En.i'ineer to Ctovernment 2ard April 1780, Pul>, Diary 77 of 1780, 204 - 214* 
Bum, Gov. Coiisultatioix 26tli, April 1780, Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 197. 
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Section If«— -Military Artificers. 

The frequent references to ill-btdlt and unserviceable platfoniis giiii-* 
carriages and other appliances, to failures of eonstruetion, to defects 
in material, the surprising miscalculations as to time and cost in forti- 
fying Bombay, the diflieulties found in conducting* the siege of Tliana, 
the delays even before Vesava, leave an impression of slackness and 
inefficiency, if not of corruptness, on the part of the responsible author- 
ities. On one leading cause of these failures, the difficulty of procur- 
ing skilled craftsmen, the records are generally silent. Like the 
climate the character of the workman seems to have been considered an 
unavoidable evil, complaint regarding which was unavailing. How 
crippling was this want of efficient carpenters sawyers blacksmiths and 
other artisans is shown in detail in a report addi’essed to the President 
in 1776 by Ensign Henry Witman. Mr. Witman^s report has two 
further elements of interest, one general the other special. The point 
of general interest is the light its details throw on the conditions wdiieli 
gave rise to and which explain the slave or helot position of the Hindu 
craftsman, suggesting slavery not intermarriage as the root of the 
degradation of the artisan or so-called mixed castes of Mann. The point 
of special interest in the report is that it is apparently the origin of the 
formation of the distinguished corps, whose value has so often lieen 
proved, the Bombay Eegiment of Sappers and Miners. 

On the 11th Pehruary 1776 Ensign Henry Witman writes to the 
President : From the different services I have been employed upon since 
my arrival in this country I have observed a very great want of proper 
artificers wliich might be attended with the worst of conseqiienees, 
especially in case of distant service. To remedy this a plan has occur- 
red to me, which I now beg leave to submit to your consideration. 
Should it meet with your approbation I flatter myself you will la}’' the 
same before the Board, and afford me your support for carrying it into 
execution,-^ 

It is the custom in Germany with every Prince who maintains a 
body of troops to have a company of artisans to every battalion of 
artillery. In time of peace or whilst the army is in garrison these 
artisans are employed in the arsenals laboratories and foundries, making 
and preparing every kind of stores that may he necessary in time of 
war. In time of war they accompany the army and are'emploj^eci in 
the repair of arms and carriages, in short in all the various occasions 
which daily arise in an army for artificers of every different occupation. 
Besides this the artisans are kept in constant discipline, and in action or in 
sieges such as are not immediately w^anted on -works, become an addi- 
tion to the strength of the army by acting with the artillery. From 
my observations in the different employments and services I have teen 
engaged in, there seems to me no improvement that could be adopted in 
the inilitary system of the Honourable Company at once so beneficial 
and important as the establishment of such a company, which would go far 


^ rixb. Diary 69 of 1776, 69, 
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towards remedviiig* several disadva.ntages the service now labours under 
liotli in garrison and in the field. To a j)erson who has had opportuni- 
ties of observing* the different branches of service^ the utility of such a 
company must be at once so striking that there would be no occasion to 
point it out. But as you^ Sir, may not .have had all these necessary 
opportunities I will endeavour to make you sensible of the several 
advantages that would arise and the defects that might be remedied by 
the establishment in question. 

To give you a more precise idea of the need of a company of artisans I 
shall begin -with the defects I have observed in the field which it might 
remedy and shall then show the several advantages suchacor|)s would secure 
during the time of service. Every person must allow it to be a great disad- 
vantage biirthening an army with a number of followers that are wholly 
useless in time of action , ''lliis must ever be the case •when Indian arti- 
ficers are to be employed. The little work they are capable of doing 
renders it necessary to have a great number of them. Add to this that 
almost every carpenter must have liis man or bigdri to move,, carry, and 
turn the piece of timber he is at work upon. In short from what I have 
observed of the difference between an Indian and an able European artificer, 
I am confident I may advance -with safety that with Europeans, where 
there are six persons at present, there need be only one. Besides their 
inabilit}^ the timidity of the Indian artificers is the cause of great delay 
in work. I have seen them when they heard the whiz of a shot or saw 
the dust of one, tliough at twenty yards distance, down goes their tools 
and away tliey run. And it is onl}’' l)y force, threats, promises, and persua- 
sion that after much time lost you can bring them back to the work. 
We have never yet had any opportunity of observing it, as all our 
operations have been short sieges wdiere the artificers w^ere iminolested 
by the enemy. But should it happen tliat in a campaign •where the 
army would' have to march, it should be harassed and a iew of them 
Idlledj or were they to be exposed to any great inconveniences, the Indian 
artificers wdio have no predilection to any party, no point of honour to 
lose, no consequences to fear from desertion, and have always a mortal 
aversion to going on service, I am much inclined to think would take 
every opportunity of quitting ns, and thus exceedingly distress the 
ariii}". If you oppose to this the harung men of courage who would 
wmrk at a batterj?* in the thickest fire of an enemy, men bound to you 
being of the same nation and manners by the' point of honour and 
the fear of death, 'the security and advantage arising by having such 
men with an army in the field would almost of itself be a sufiicient ■ 
recommendation, without considering that in ease of action these men ' 
are of real addition to our strength , by engaging, wdiereas the others 
only weaken us by their number and the confusion and delays which 
their fears are ever liable to create. After all when you have the native 
artificers, their work of every kind is; so miserably executed that it is 
almost useless. The smiths so burn their iron '.in working it that it is , 
quite weak in comparison . with well wrought ii'on j so; that a person who 
knows native smiths is obliged to order every thing of larger dimensions 
than would be necessary, if it was well wrought, which makes their works 
heavy and unwieldy besides occasioning a- greater consumption of mate- .. 
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rials. The carpenters^ work is if possible worse tbaii tiie smiths’ owiii" 
partly to their carelessness,' and partly to their want o£ skill. I }ia\‘e had 
maiiy opportunities ol seeing this both on the works and in service. At 
the late siege of Thana the platforms w’ere so badly eoii>tnictcd that 
it was a great hindrance - to the seindce. The earpeiiters \\~ere tn'er 
rejmriiig* some of them. ' After five or six discharges they Ijeeame useless 
ag'aiii^ and this entirely owing to the 'want of skill as the materials 
were very good. As., the ' whole of these carpenters are mere cutters 
of wood and totally unacquainted with the constrnetion of military 
machines^, there arises another very great hindrance to the oflieer who 
,may' have the direction of ■ *works. ' He 'is not only, obliged to plan 
the wmrks but must direct the carpenters step by step even to the very 
lining* of tlieii* • works. -Again he cannot quit them with safety. If 
lie is in a hurry to' complete a- work he must absolutely stand con- 
stantly by the, workmen not only to keep them to it_, but to see that they 
do not spoil the materials and stop the work. I have often seen 
that notwithstanding the most repeated directions and even marking* the 
lines^ the workmen either from carelessness or design have spoiled a jiceo 
of timber in cutting it. Imagine the delays this must oeea^ioll should 
there be neees,sity for erecting several wmics at once, 0])];ose to tliese 
delays the great advantage that wmiild accrue on service and especial] y in 
sieges if the engineers had workmen they could depend iipon^to 'w Imin they 
need only give a verbal direction^ or a drawing of what tlie\' mean to haia:* 
done. Eeflcct also how fW of those who on occasion act as engiiiiv.rs 
have any pretensions to be acquainted with the miniiticc of ea'r]X‘iiti*r' s 
wwks. Foiy though every man who wishes to excel in this jircfessioii 
w^ould endeavour to make himself so, I beg leave to leiTiark ilu? few 
opportunities that a young man who enters the Coinpan^-'s service umJ 
is to gain Ms knowiedge in India, has of making liinifcelf proik-ient in 
mechanics. 

Besides the badness of their W'Ork another great objeciion to Indian 
-artificers, is that there are many necessary works whieli they cannot do 
at .all. For example^ at Thana the bed of a Id-inch mortar was 
broken and for w^ant of proper carpenters to repair it, it wns q-cite 
useless. In all the services hitherto every kind of iiiilitarr store that 
,was, necessary has been directly sent from Bombay. These services were 
; but .short and our communication was open tvitli , the sea*. But siipfjose 
„ the army should ever undertake a real campaign and hav'e to besiege 
a place' far inland. Should it be necessary to repair a broken gum car- 
riage^ the bed of amortaiq to make,andereet chevaiix-de-frizos, repair the 
loeks^ stocks^ bayonets^ or ramrods of, the soldiers^ arms, make sealing 
ladders^ fuses for shells^ and petards with many other articles that might 
be mentioned^- 1 fancy there' would not be found any Indian artificers 
equal to these works. On the other hand to carry spare articles of every 
kind in any considerable quantity would be very cumbersome a.nd 
expensive exclusive of the',- fact-' that it .is not pokible to ascertain 
precisely how many you 'may want. Admitting this tliere are other 
works that' may be, necessary, which I ■wTll 'be,bold to say the operations 
of the ,army : must , be at 'a stand ■ for , if they have only the Iiidiiin 
artificers to' depend, on. ' . ■** , 
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Vl'itlioiit entering into miniitiaB the above will be- sufficient to 
point out the disadvantages an army labours under with only Indian 
artificers^ all which a company of Eurepean artisans would remedy, 
I shall oaee again remark that to- have your woi^kmen soldiers also 
in case of need is no small advantage considering of how few men 
our Indian armies are composed. Add to this that on the terms I 
could procure them the pay of the artificers on an expedition would 
not amount to more than a third of what it does at present and I 
believe there will be no occasion to insist further on the preference 
that is to be given to European artificers in the field. In garrison 
I apprehend this company would not be less useful for many occa- 
sions than in the field. At present who have the Company to repair 
the soldiers'^ arms ? None of the natives are equal to it. The Com- 
pany are glad to catch at every common blacksmith that comes out 
among the recruits and put him in the stores. Few good artists I 
believe need quit such a country as England^ and the repairs that I 
have seen given to the miisquets convince me that the English artisans 
now employed never worked as gunsmiths. Besides the officers are 
often in the greatest distress when the one or two in the stores get 
in liquor^ stay away or are sick, which is very frequently the case ; 
and the want of hands obliges them to instruct some of the iiati%ms 
in some part of the repairs. On an expedition what European 
workmen there are are generally sent away. I leave you to judge 
whether for want of being immediately repaired many of the arms 
must not rust and spoil. All this would be remedied by having a 
number of good gunsmiths who so long as the barrel lasted could keep 
every part in as good condition as it comes from Europe. Every other 
part of a soldier’s accoutrements might be made in a much lighter 
and neater manner than they are at present. In short I apprehend 
that with these artificers every store that belongs to an arsenal might 
be as well made, and the arms kept in as good order and repair as in 
any service in Europe. The Company might have a good foundry 
in Bombajr not only for the casting of cannon, but of every kind of 
brazier’s work that may he wanted in the different stores. This 
would be much superior to the heavy clumsy work done by the country 
braziers^ who, from their ignorance in this art, are also exceedingly 
tedious in the execution of works of any size sometimes on account 
of their iiioiilds requiring three weeks or a month to do what a Buro- 
peam founder can do in three or four days. The foundry which the 
Company have at present does not deserve the name. They have 
only one European in it ; the only turner they had is lately dead; 
and the director of the laboratory under whose oharge the foundry 
is, being absent, all -works I believe are at a stand ; whereas 
if there was a good foreman to depend on with different 
workmen under him, .this would, not,, be the case. In the 
department .of; the foundry is the repair, of . fire -engines which the 
natives cannot perform: as they do not know enough of turning to 
make the brass screws. I. could point out many 'advantages that a 
good found.ry would be of both to. the service, and. the place. in 
general. 
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There seems to me very great room for improvement in the car- 
penters’ work of all military machines. The gun carriages are most 
exceedingly clumsy and much heavier than they need to he if they 
were well constructed. Besides there is a proportion to be observed 
in the size of every part of a gun carriage according to the calibre 
they are designed for, which the natives seem to be most perfectly 
ignorant of. The eighteen-pounder carriages which were sent to 
Dhdravi were so narrow they would not receive the guns. The 
first were sent back again. Prom those which are there now I was 
obliged to cut a little of the wood ; and they are still so narrow that 
I apprehend they would soon break if fired from. I leave you to 
iudge of the distress this circumstance might have occasioned had 
these carriages been sent on an expedition. Nor is it the fault 
of any gentleman who may have the direction of the cirrpenters. 
I know by experience that you may give them every proportion 
and either from ignorance or carelessness they will still do the 
work wrong. The platforms which should be well joined, level, 
and compact, when you come to put them together, are loose and 
uneven; at least those I have seen sent on service have been such ; 
and at Thana the carpenters were obliged to even the cross timbers 
again before they could nail the planks on. I am sensible that it 
wTould exceed the bounds of this plan to have workmen enough for 
all the military stores business. Still I imagine a few capable artists 
to join and finish the works would remedy all these defects. 

It would tire your patience was I to enter into all the particulars 
wherein the country smiths are deficient. In general they burn 
the iron ; but in large works it is shocking to see them. When they 
have got a heat, they begin looking at the iron and consulting wdiere 
they are to strike till it is half cool and then they have not strength 
to play a large hammer, few exceeding 12 or 14 pounds but in gene- 
ral from 8 to 10. By this means they are obliged to take a number 
of heats which burns the work and consumes infinitely more iron 
and coals than is nece.ssary. Besides there are few large works they 
undertake but they fail the first, and very often the second attempt, 
which is just so much labour and materials lost to the Company by 
their want of skill. Exclusive of the service the European artisan 
corps could he of in the military stores, foundry, and laboratory, 
there are other branches in which they might be usefully employed. 
When the fortifications are going forward they might be employed as 
overseers of the carpenters masons and bricklayers, and being artist.s 
themselves they would he a check on the labourers, both to prevent 
their idleness and as to the manner of executing their w’ork. Three 
or four millwrights might be engaged who could finish the 
Company’s saw mill at Warli if requisite, and also serve to keep 
the powder mills in constant repair. For want of some such 
person I learn there is at present a great impediment in making 
pow'der. 

All the defects above pointed out both in the garrison and the 
field for want of good artists might, I apprehend, be remedied by 
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the cstahlislimeiit in question^ without rendering the company 
less fit to act as artillery in case of the place being besieged or on 
any other occasion as they might easily be kept in constant 
discipline ; and such part as were not wanted on works might also 
do garrison duty. 

Ill Germany the artisans are paid for the number of days they 
work ill their professions besides the standing pay they receive as 
privates in the artillery. When they do not work they receive 
their common pay only. I could engage men on these conditions 
wlio would willingly work for the same pay the Company now 
give the native artificers in the stores, that is what are called the 
able smiths and ..carpenters w^ho receive from Es. lO to Es. 12 and 
the. TiildrisHs.W the month. The company might consist of 100 
privates or more if necessary all versed in some business. The 
non-commissioned officers should be masters or very able work- 
men iu the different trades. I could also engage experienced 
officers w^ell versed in every branch of the artillery, such as making 
powder, casting guns, and constructing every kind of military 
machines who would gladly serve as subalterns in this company for 
the same pay that is now given to the subalterns in the artillery. 
The company might be kept constantly complete by recruits from 
Europe which I could annually send to London by means of agents 
established in Germany. Exclusive of their utility to the Company, 
these artificers in their different branches would be of great 
convenience to the place, and as many of them wmuld bring 
out their wives and children they might in time produce a race 
which being properly trained to their different professions and 
to arms wmuld be at once useful inhabitants and considerably add 
to the strength of the place iu case of a siege. There are many 
other advantages that could be pointed out that must occur to every 
one. As it is evidently our artillery which gives us the great 
superiority over the country Powers, every plan that tends to 
improve our advantage by it would doubtless be approved by the 
Company. That the establishment of such a corps would be an 
improvement I think there is no doubt from what I have above 
advanced ; but I could point out many things that are made use of 
ill Germany that I have noli observed here nor indeed could they 
be practised for want of proper artificers. 

As the late acquisition of territory may render an increase of 
artillery necessary, this would be a proper time for the establishment 
of this corps. The terms on which I would willingly raise this 
company would be to have the command of it with the usual emolu- 
ments of captain of artillery and the rank as youngest captain; 
the officers might be introduced as youngest in the different classes 
they are entered in. As this plan would occasion an addition of a 
company of artillery, the gentlemen whom I should supersede 
would not absolutely be wronged by it. But should this be an 
objection I would relinquish my rise in the artillery and then there 
■would not be the least shadow of injustice. The officers who enter 
would continue their rise^ and^ as a company falls vacant, would have 
the preference of commanding this company when it comes to their 
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tour to have a company. Considering the trouble I shall have and 
the interest I must employ to get permission to bring these artisans 
from Grermany, I hope my proposal will not be tliouglit extravagant.^ 

On receipt of these proposals, the 13th February 1776, the 
President lays them before the Board. The Bombay Government 
Consultation of that day records : The President lays before ns a 
letter addressed to him by Ensign Witman, accompanying a plan for 
raising a company of artificers in Germany to be aclded to the 
battalion of infantry on this establishment. As we are sensible 
many good effects would attend its being carried into execution, 
it is agreed to afford Mr. Witman a passage to Europe at the Hon. 
Company’s expense to give him an opportunity of subiiiitting his 
plan to them ; and a copy thereof must likewise be transmitted to 
them by us with a recommendation to adopt it. The Brigadier 
General gives it further as his opinion that some miners would be 
a very useful addition to this company which must be noticed to 
Mr. Witman.^ 

Three years later, 27tb May 1779, the Court write : Although 
Mr. Witman has not been successful equal to his expectations in 
engaging a ’whole company of artificers he has succeeded so far as 
to entertain above 25 men under that description who take passage 
on the ships of this season.^ 


1 Pub. Diary 69 of 1776, 70-77. 

2 Bora. Gov. Consultation IStli Feb. 1776, Pub. Diary 69 of 1776, 67. 

3 Court to Bombay 27th May 1779 para 26, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Yol 10 of 
1778-1782, 157. 
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Section IIL— Building's. 

The first despatch o£ the Hoiiourable Company when Masters of the 
island (1668) contained orders for the building of a regular town. For 
weavers who had come from Cheul to Bombay houses had to be erected. 
A street was therefore ordered to be built stretching from the custom 
house (north-west of the present Mint) to the fort (that is the Castle) the 
rents of wMeh it was expected would soon defray the expenses. About 
this time (1668-69) when these houses were being built and the 
fortifications w^ere pressing on^ arrangements were made to get timber 
and chunam from Shivdjhs ported 

At a Bombay Consultation^ the 6th February 1670, the President 
perused several clauses in the Company's letter concerning the building 
of wha,rf s docks and cranes, and taking in ground for a towm. This being 
a wvork ot time was reserved to future consideration. The entry in the 
Diary runs : Bead the clause in the Company's letter touching the taking 
in ground for a town and propounded to the consideration of the 
Council whether it w^ere a fitting time to enter upon it now. Where- 
upon after debate it was resolved to defer it till the island be fortified 
and secured wdtli more men. It is a matter of great import and wall 
certainly raise discontent in the inhabitants when their trees shall he 
cut dowai and destro3"ed.^ 

Eeferring to the Jesuits^ claims on certain houses, and to the necessity 
of providing accommodation for the Company's servants, the President 
Mr. Aungier and Council write from Surat to Bombay in February 
1671 : Toiielhng the Jesuits^ demands of the wwehouse by the 
custom house, we desire you give them notice that w-e cannot surrender 
an}’* ground or house to them until further order from the Company. 
We are sensible of what streights the Company's servants are put to for 
wmnt of room. We therefore wmukl have you build a convenient house 
or two betw^een the custom house and the fort (apparently near the site 
of the present Town Hall) equal wdth the custom house, to which end 
you may draw off workmen from the fort until the said houses are 
finished. We w^ould have these houses built conveniently fair and large, 
and we pray take care that they stand the Company in as little as may be.^ 

Ill the next month, 1st March 1671, the Surat Council resume: 
What w"e wa^ote eoneerning the Jesuits'’ pretences we still confirm and 
cannot allow of the delivering to them of their houses until further 
orders from England. What was surrendered to other people, was on 
examination and due probation of tbeir titles by the Commissioners 
authorized to that purpose. As the Jesuits refused to appear before the 
Commissioners, protesting and appealing home to the Honourable 
Company for Justice, and as we have sent home all papers relating to 
that business, we cannot detemiine or make any end with them until 
wm hear further from our Masters. Seeing the first Commission is 


^ Bruce’s Annals, 11.226, 244. , 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 6th Teh. 1670, Surat Fact. Diary 1 o£ 1660-1669. 

^ Biirat to Bombay Feb. 1671, Surat Fact, Out. L. B. 1 o£ 1630-1673, 232, Forrest’s 
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fallen by reason of the death and dei^artiire of the Commissioners, 
we shall not trouble ourselves to erect any other Coniinission to honour 
the Padres^ unreasonable and subtle designs. We do not mean that 
you should take all the workmen off the fort, onh" some few. If 
you want more }mu should entertain them as we suppose Avorkmeii 
are procurable. It is highly necessary that some houses be built to 
accommodate the Company's servants and such strangers as shall 
come.-^ 

Two weeks later, l§th March 167 1, the Sm*at Council send 
bricklayers to Bombay to build the aforesaid houses. They write : The 
bearers hereof are four bricklayers and a mesuri (mistri) to make lime. 
Their names are, Kalyan at Rs. 10 a month, Mahmud, Somji, and 
Dhaiiji at Rs. 9, and Laliori at Rs. 4|. We have sent them down to 
begin and finish the houses formerly ordered to be built betwixt the 
custom house and the fort. Now you will have no occasion to keep any 
men off the fort, whose work we would by no means hinder. Let 
them not want materials to go on with their work and build the houses 
two storeys high, fronting to the sea. For their model we leave it 
wholly to you who being on the place can best contrive what will be 
most for convenienee of air and health as likewise for the irregular 
erecting of other buildings by them which may at present be needful. 
Give us credit for two months^ pay paid the bricklayers and mesuri 
(mistri) aforehand.^ 

Next year, 6th April 1672, they write : Immediately go in hand 
with the houses for accommodating the Company'^s servants which 
we enordered to be built and to that effect sent you down the 
bricklayers.^ 

In the same letter, 6th April 1672, they continue : As we did 
formerly so we now again approve of your delivery of those lands 
to the procurator for Japan, For the thorough ending of the Jesuits^ 
and other pretenders'’ affairs, we have drawn up another Commission 
and appointed new Commissioners, some whereof are in Surat. They 
shall suddenly be dispeeded towards you in order to the due 
administration of impartial justice between the Honourable Company 
and the several pretenders to the seized lands 

Touching the said Commissioners ten days later, 16tli April 1672, 
they intimate : On the Pheniv ketch and Weiv frigate take passage also 
Mr. S. Walker and Mr. P. Day, two of the Commissioners tliat'^are to 
examine the Jesuits^ and other pretenders^ titles. The Commissioii is 
drawn out and their instructions. These the President Mr, Aiiiigier 
intends to bring down along with him hoping to embark on the George 
within these four or five days at furthest.^ 


^ Surat to Bombay 1st Marcli 1671, Surat Fact. Out, L. B. 1 of 16;10-167:-b 2:13. 

2 Surat to Bombay 13th March 1671, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 1 of 16:10-1673, 242. 
s Surat to Bombay 6tli April 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 1 of 1630-1673, 248. 
Forrest’s Home Series, I. 59. 

4 Surat to Bombay 6tli April 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 1 of 1630- 1673, 248. 
■Forrest’S' Home Series, I. 59, 

^ » Surat to Bombay 16th ApriH672, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 1 of 1630-1073, 252. 

Forrest’s Home Series, I. 60. 
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On tlie subject of building tlie houses a week later, 23rcl April 1672, 
in reply to a Bombay letter the Surat Council write : We take due 
notice of what you saj^- eoiieerning the building the houses of 
aceommodation we ordered and to that purpose sent you down 
biiGldayers. In regard you make so great difficulties in the matter, 
and that there is present accommodation in the hospital for factors and 
also warehouse room^ you may defer the building of the said houses 
until the President comes down, who doubts not but to contrive their 
fronting^ the sea without any irregularity or impediment to other 
buildings so that the north-east bastion shall command some streets and 
likewise the water side. We shall take care to supply you with your 
desired recruit of moneys.^ 

The same year, 16th May 1672, on being satisfied there was enough 
aceommodation for the Oompany'’s servants and no new houses were 
required, the Surat Council wuite to Bombay : In regard you have 
satisfied us that for the present there is accommodation enough in 
the hospital and other places for the Oompany'’s servants, we think 
good that you totally desist from building those houses formerly ordered 
this yeaiq and go immediately in hand wdth the building of t\vo large 
stone warehouses behind the custom house or in some place near it, such 
as may be capable of receiving into them three to four good ships^ 
lading of goods. Let them for the present be covered with tiles and 
if possible finish them by September next. For effecting this let your 
utmost industry be employed and no pretence hinder it. There will be 
great occasion for these warehouses. See you do this with as little 
noise as possible.” 

Three years later, ISth December 1675, referring to a request from 
the Deputy Governor of Bombay the Surat Council write : We take 
notice of the Deputy Governors request for the taking up Es. 1000 on 
the house and land he hath booght. This purchase he says he has made 
on his arrears of salary in j)ursua.nce of the Company’s order. In this 
we have thought good to gratify him requiring the said Es. 1000 be 
charged to his debt and that he give a writing 'wherein he is to bind the 
said house and land over to the Comj)any for their security till he hath 
.cleared account with them/^ 

Five months later, 27th May 1676, they write: As to the Deputy 
Governor and Mr. PetiPs request to have Rs. 500 a piece advanced 
to them more than the amount already paid on their arrears of salary 
toward their building, w^e have thonglit good to demur oitr consent 
thereunto till w^e understand wffiat is due to them by their arrears 
of salary and wdiat their house hath stood them in. When we. 
understand these points we shall give our directions accordingly,^ 

Five w^eeks later, 4th July 1676, the Surat Council write to Bombay : 
The President (Mr. Amigiei") having a desire to build a street of 

^ Surat; to Bombay 23rcl April 1672, Surat Fact. Out* L. B. 1 of 1630- 1G73, 256% 
Forrest’s Home Series, I. Gl, 

- Surat to Bombay 16tli May 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 1 of 1630- 1673, 262. 
Forrest’s Home Series, I. 64, ^ , , ■ ,7 ' 

'' Surat to Homba}’^ IStli Dec. 1675, Surat Fact, Out. L, B* 2 o£ 1675-76, 13. For- 
rest's Homo Siu'it's, I. "4.. 

Surat to Bomliay 27tU May 1676, Sui’at Fact. .Out, L. B, 2 of 1675*765 ISO. , . , 
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hoii.-es on Bombay reaeliiiig from Judge '>sieeoH'\s Iicii>‘e to ti:e water 
side and having caused the gToimd to ■ be valued umoiiutiiiu’ to uliout 
60tl Xeraphiiis, doth desire you- to. buy the said ground uf the uwiier on 
the Company’s aceoiiiit .and to let a lease of it to him f thi.^ Bre-id»iii} 
for dl rears according to the ■ Company’s order, "\Tiien }'oii h:n'e 
delivered him the said leaser . the President will then take iiuiirnliate 
orders for buikling the said street. If you Judge it anyways ineon- 
veiiieiit to the, Company to buy the said ground f«>r tlieir account, 
then the Ifresident desires you to buy the said gToiiiid for his rm ii 
aeeoiiiitj causing the writing to firmly estaWislied }>y the law^ tluit. 
he may have a sufficient title thereunto^ desiring your answer by the 
next eossett (that is kdsid or courier) d . ' .. 

About the close of the year^ 21st November 1676, touching tiie 
Company’s houses at Bombay, the Surat Coiineil unite to B^imibav' : 
You will see that the Company have desired to be satisfied toiiehiiig 
their houses in Bombay. We wmuld therefore have you cause a list l*£ 
all the houses to be taken specifying their dimensions, the material of 
wiiieli they are built, the rooms wffiich they contain, the present uses 
they are put to, and their prime cost. This list send to us that we 
may advise the Company what farther is therein necessarj”.'* 

On the 1st January 1677 the Surat Council wvrite to Boinljav : 
We liB>re received a list of .the Compaaiy’s houses on the island td 
Bombay with their dimensions but not their cost. One small hi:3U^(^ 
is termed in the list the Dog House. As wu are apt to lielieve tliis is 
put to some other use than to keep dogs we w^oiild have yon alter 
the nomination. Also specify the value or cost of each house particularly.'^ 

The 24th January 1677 the Bombay Council wrote to tlie Directors : 
We send a list of all your Honours’ houses with their dimensions ancl 
the materials they are made of with the prime cost of the ■ Court of 
J,iidieature^ hospital, and mint.^ 

On the 12th March 1677 the Surat Council write to Bombay : We 
formerly gave you order to receive unto the Honou.raljle Compan^-'s 
cash the Rs. 3UG0 paid Mr. Philip Gyfford and Mr. John Petit on 
account of their arrears of salary for the building a house on Bombay 
w’hich they have now sold to the Company.^ 

A month later, 10th April 1677, they further wu-ita : We take 
notice that Mr. John Petit null now pay into the Honourable Corn- 
'pany’s 'Cash the Rs. 15.00 he took upon account of liouse building, but 
^Ye do somewhat blame him that he did not advise us before, that he 
had .not wdierewithal in his hands to pay Mr. GyffortPs Rs. lotiU he 
-also took upon account, of house buildiog. We shall now demand the 
Rs, 1500 from Mr. GySord’s executors.® 


^ Surat to Bombay 4th July 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L, B. 2 of 167u-T6, U'fj. 
Forrest’s Home Series, -L 98. ■ 

2 Surat to Bombay 1st Nov. 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 209 . 
Foi‘rest’.s Home Series, I. 111. 

^ Surat to Bombay 1st Jan, 1677, Surat F.act. Out. L. B. of 1677 - 1700, 1 « 2, 

■ ^Sec.Oiit. L.B. 4 of 1677 -1687,11. 

^ Surat to Bombay I2t}i March 1677, Surat Fact, Out. L. B. 3 of 1677- 170), I?, 

“ Surat to Bombay 3 0th April 1677, Surat Fact, Out» L. B, 6 uf 1677 « ITou, 2*^. 
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^ On tlie 19 til Marcli 1 6*80, witli the view of pi’cvicliug a siiiii equal to the 
civil and military charges of the Government, the Court required that 
all houses should he valued, and a proportionate tax imposed’ on each; 
the iniciiltivated land siirvej’ed, and let out on rent and the marshy 
grounds drained and rendered fit for agrieultured 

Regarding the ’Use of their houses at Bombay, the 2nd July 1634, 
the Court ’write to Surat : We understand we have great warehouses as 
also an liospital, a large house called the East India House, as also the 
clientry (dikntrl moaning shed) or bandar, and great stables, of. all which 
little use is made, and no profit at all to the Company. On the contrary 
the Sidi, when he is there with the MoghaFs fleet, niUikes use of them to' 
live in, and to serve and fit his -rigging* which will make but a mean 
aecoiiii't for the great expeiises the Company' hath been at in erecting 
such diargealde edifices. \’Fe therefore would desire you to spend some 
serious thoughts and to invent some means whereby tliose buildings may 
be employed to make us some better return for our great cost. Since 
there is so much to be put in order at Bombay, and we begin to think 
that place of great eoncernment to us, we would have our President 
wdien he thinks he ean be spared from our business at Surat to make a 
ti'ip over to Bombay to settle all our affairs, milibary and civil, in such 
a frugal regular iiietliod tliad we may have a better account of our 
trade, revenue, and all otlier things there than we have lately 
received.*' 

Rega-rding the slate of tlie Company N houses at Bombay a 
’Bouilciy general letii^r to the Company, dated the 29 di December 1686, 
has tlie following : ’We liavehad a view of our Honourable Masters’ 
houses in tliis island, whieli are very iniich out of repair. Some of them 
are dro]>t' down to the gniiind, others will cost more to make them 
tenantable than the houses and ground-rent is worth,' but many'- of 
them tliat are in lo^vn, when oeeasion shall serve, will make good ware- 
houses and godowns. Tne new Deputy Governor, Sir John Wyharne^ 
has made tha house in the fort much more commodious than ever 
it was, having fitted up a very’* convenient chapel out of two rooms 
situated in the middle of the house, where there is room enough for - 
four times the number of people that we have on. this island.*^ 

Three months later, 23rd ilareh 16S7, the Bombay Coiineil write 
to Surat : The IMoors’ Delvys hcxve of late built one house on the 
island and are now very importunate ’with us to dig stones to build 
unotliein dV'e de>ire your Exeellene3'’s pleasure whether ■ w'e shall 
pemiil them to biiikl any 

On the Idtli Beceiiibcr 1686 the Bombay Gouncli write to Surat' i 
The water tanks were locked up above, two months ago.aDd''the D’epiity- 


* to Surat aud Bonibiy, liUh March 1679-80, ; Bi’uee,,!!. 436., 

= Court to Surat 2iuIJnIy 1654, Pub. Pop* Court's Letters Yo,l. 1 of 1681 - 1885C93. 
Pttriiiy the Siili war (1687*- 1600) the Sidi Yakub Khan put four great guns in the 
C Iio.ibe '’omitioidy railed the India House. Hamilton’s Kew ■ Account to the 
Kaw liiclier^. \M. 1 (1744)g226. .. 

L erihavro Court 2P:h Dec. 16SG, Sec- Out. L, B. 4 of 1671' •168’/, 41 -4:2. 'Forresf'';-?- 
IImuu* SoriB, I. M‘5. 

^ B vu'oiy to Sural LMr.l H.irc'h 1657, Sec. Out. L, B. 4 of 1677- 1087, 74. ■ 
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i Javeniur ivjh hcmred n gHHiO store o! wooii . We eimixoi well get niore 
ft' tie ]i?ivOid:ir> mid siinliedars on the other nde deinaiiil hirt^a 
'inv>:evA^h We hope we shall have no want of forlher 

t applies;^ 

Ui'ga.rdiiig llie kid stale of the CoiiipiMiyO servants.' hnii^es at Bora- 
i'»ay ilu? Cuart write c*ii the Slstwipiil 1709: It has keen represented 
to' ns tliftt the houses of our very faetors and writers as well as soldiers 
mv fo old and il heo vei\xl What in the time of the rains people cainiut 
hc..^p dry witihn doors^ wlmreby they get distempers. \Te require yon 
to trJve eare this be amended. Let. it not be looked upon as belotv tlie 
i 7 iie u'f anv or yuiy, oiir Coimeil^, from time to time to examine into and 
remedy this eomplaint^ not only as to our covenant servants but like- 
wise our siddiers and all others who receive our ivages. ITe 
never grudge an}* reasonable charge that is necessarily laid out to save 
vvs peuplekkdvx^s and preserve their health. If either through supine- 
ness or luherwise you do not take care 'these our orders are punctually 
and on all oeeiisions complied with, we know not how }'ou can answer 
it tu (kcl or us.‘^ 

Ciuistiuas Diw of 1.718 was memorable for finishing the Town 
'Wall;' 

In the niaiter of compensation for trees cut down to erect the town 
U'all aA7oiisultatiori of the 'loth. June 1720 records: Tlie President 
having received several poLitions of persons desiring sati^^■a.ctiun for 
grouiuis built upun Iw the town wrill or eocoanut trees cut down, it 
is ordered tliat Messrs. Blackett Midford and Owen Piiillipps eiMpuiro 
into the same and kw the, whole demands before the Board for our 
digcliarging thereof;- 

These oliicers aeeordiiigly i'eport_, the 20 th July 1720: In 
obedience to your HonoiirT order of the loth ultimo, with the assistance 
of the vereadores, we have examined into the demands of the se\’eriii 
iiiliabitaiits o'C the island on the Eight Honoiirabie Corn]>any for irtes 
destro}“ed by building the town wall and for batlyv grounds' made lue 
of on that account and employed for enlarging the town without tiie 
walls, ITe find the whole damage to amount to Es. 4S59 as will appear 
by the lists we now humbly lay before }'ou. The people in general 
m*e more, desirous of having the saine cp.jantity of gToiinc! or ininiijer of 
trees -returned to them than of payraent in money which if your Honour 
judge proper may be allotted out of the oarts and batty grounds i»f 
the Right Honourable CoBipany/"’ 

Thereupon a Considtation, the 80th July 1720, records : According 
to an order of Council of the IBth ultimo Messrs, i^lidford and Philliips 
deliver in their report of the eocoanut trees that have been exit down and 
of the batty gi*onitds that have been made use of for building tiie town 


J Bombay to Surat 14th Dec, 1686. Sec. Out. L. B. 4 ot 1077 - 1087, 88. 

2 Court to Bt3Bibay 21st April. 1709 para 10. Comp, of Standiiu>' oVd Vol 1 of 
jii5-mp 149, ,■ ■ / .; , , ” . Vi. A ui 

^ The Rev. Oobbe to the Chiefs of Calicut and Tellichcrry, 10th Jnn. I7IW iu hu 
Account of the Bombay Church (1766 )p 39. 

^ Bom. Ctov. Consultation IBth June 1720, Tub. DiarT 1 of ITCt), 86 - 87. 

^ Tub. Diary 1 of 1720, 124/ . . : . . . . ^ 
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wall belonging to the inhabitants who demand others, in the room of them. 
Conformable to an aoeoimt formerly dravvn out by Messrs. Courtney and 
Crommelin, agreeable to an order of Council of the 9 th October 1719^ 
it is ordered that Messrs. Midford and Fhillipps ■with the receiver of the 
revenues adjust and satisfy the same out of the Right Hoiioiirabie 
Company's oarts and batty grounds and lay an account thereof before 
us that it may be brought on our general books accordingly.^ 

A Consultation, the 18th September 1721, records: There being 
about Pts. 5000 in cash which sum is esteemed sufficient for the 
present service of the chiireh, it is agreed that from the 1st of last 
month the half per cent collected for the same be appropriated towards 
building a custom house when it shall be thought proper to set about 
that work.^ 

A Consultation, the^ 9tli July 1731, records: Mr. William Henry 
Draper presents a certificate from the Mattras (mhataras) of Bombay 
of the measurage of a piece of ground part of that called Umberearry 
(Umarkhadi) situated near the Hill Visorain productive only of grass 
containing according to the measure of the country thirty barges valued 
by the said mattras in (rupees) twenty-four which tiie said William 
itenry Draper oilers to^ pay into the Honourable Company'^s treasury 
praidiig he may be entitled to the said spot of ground to build a small 
house thereon, he paying the Honourable Company the animal pension 
over and above the said Hs. 24 purchase money, vdiieh is agTeeJ to.^ 

A Consultation, the 3.rd December 1731, records: Resolved that all 
persons tliat have a mind to build, apply to the land paymaster and 
fcignify to lii,m in what part of the toum and what 'sort of a house they 
design to build. On the patmiaster'^s being satisliecl that the spot of 
gToiinci they .have pitched upon is a proper situation for such a house, he 
is to grant them his license for, building, receiving as fees for the same 
PiS. 2 and no more, provided the said house .is built with stone and mortar 
and covered with tiles, and for such houses as are covered with cajaiis 
Ue, 1 ; and upon any of the inhabitants applying to the Secretary for 
a, lease or eertiileate toa£certai.n their -title to the house to be built by 
licence of the paymaster, he is to grant them such a lease or certifi- 
cate for the same on pavdng him Re. 1 and no more,‘^ 

A Consultation, the IStli' May 1733, records: It be-ing found by 
experience that little regard has been had by the inliabitants within 
and without the walls to an order of Council made the 3rd of De.cem- 
bci* 1731 directing tliat all persons who have or may hereafter -have 
houses should appl}" to the Secretary for a regular lease of the said 
house or houses paving him Ee. 1 as his fee for drawing.* out' the said 
lease, it is agreed that we order a publication to be made e'nforcing 
the said order under penalty of dispossessing all such persons as shall 


^ Born. Gov. CoiisrJtation SOhh July 1720, Pa.b.,, Diary:! of. 1 720, ■ 403. 

5 Bom. Gov, Consnlration IStla Sept. 1724, Piib.'Diary 2.o-f 1.724,. 1 i6. 

Bom. G ov. Consaltation 91ii July 1731 , Fiib. Diary: 4 of 1731 70 - 71. As early as 
1720, I’lin. Diary I of 1720 page 140, there were houses enough outside of the fort to 
inakcM be on of their taxation important^ . 

. * Bom, Gov. C':m.suitation 3rd Dec, 3 731, Puhr Diary 4 of 1731, 164 - 165. 
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not produce an authentic lease signed by the Secretary in six 
from the date of the -said pubiieatinn aseartaining* their right to the 
said house or houses and the ground they are built on. Agreed that 
the Secretary in framing such leases^ grant a term of fort^'-one ye;irs 
renewable on the part}"^s paying a fine of half a year's rent i*f t!r.^ 
said house or tenement, according as the same shall be valued by the 
Second in Council and the Collector of the revenues for the time Ijeing 
aiid the possessor.-^ 

Regarding repairs to public buildings the Diary of the Gtli June 
1740 contains the following entry: The President repeals to the 
Board that sundry repairs having been found necessary in the public 
buildings, as tiling a carpenters*’ and saw- yers^ shed in the marine t'ard, 
hitherto only covered with eajans which are extremely liable to lire, 
repairing the rniiious Mandvi or customhouse at Mahim, and new roniing 
the surgeons'’ houses in the hospital ; he had accordingly ordered the same 
to be set about with fitting expedition, wliieh is approved, of 

In connection with the demand of the military authorities £<)r a 
clear space round the town wall a Consultation of the luth May 1739 
records : The President represents to the Board that though the passes 
of the island are rendered as defensible as they can at present ]:)e made, 
still in his opinion the boats now emploj'ed in the river miglit by 
means of batteries easily be compelled to retire. In such a, ease a 
determined enemy might effect a landing on the island. If such 
an unfortunate circumstance happened, the town wall, being no more 
than eleven feet in height reckoning up to the cordon , wtndd in the 
opinion of the engineer be unfit to resist batteries. As liesides tlie 
shelter they would give to an attacking force the eocoainit trees and 
houses near the wall would furnish ready material for raising ixitteihe*^, 
the President recommends to the consideration of the Board it 

may not be absolutely necessary to remove this source e-f danger Iw' 
clearing all houses and trees within a certain distance cf the walls. 
Some of the members apprehending this motion to be of great import- 
ance, desire time to consider of it and are indulged till ti>niorrow to 
give their sentiments.*^ 

The next day, 11th May 1739, the Board continue: Eesumiiig the 
consideration of yesterday^s proposal for making a eleai’ance round die 
town wall by cutting down the eoeoanut frees and deiaolishnig 
the houses that are too near it, the approach of the rainy seasmi vldeli 
may drive the sufferers to great streights, is taken notice of in c ljjecti n 
to the proposal being immediately put in exeeiition, ihe iineertaintv ti- 
the expense being mentioned as another obstacle. It is res<i]\-ed that 
previous to our final determination a line of one hundred }nrds lie drawn 
round the town wall, and a computation made of the value of all the 
trees and houses wdiich itmayJoe necessary to remove witbin that spiaee, 
.and .a report be made thereof for the further inf ornration of this Beard J 


^ Bom, Got. Oonsaltation IStli May 1733, Pub. Biaiy 5 of 1732-03, 127. 

2 Bom. Gov. Oonsultation 6th Jane 1740, Pab. Diary 13 td* 173U- UK 

Bom. Gov. Consultation lOtli May 1739, Pub. Dbirv 12 of 173S'3:n 173 - 176. 

^ Bom. Got. Consultation llth -May 1739, Pub. Biai'v 12 of 17;3S-3',t 150. 
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Ihe m|i:,ired calculate having been received the 6th July 1739 an 
entry in the Diary runs: The President delivers into the Board a 
ealeiilate made at his order a.greeable to a resolution in Council o£ 
thc3 1 Ith Jiay last, by the vereadores of all the trees and housos within 
the cireiimferenee of one himdred yards outside the walls. The sum is 

= _ R.. C.f.. rs. 

Oarts and Trees Dcloiigiiig to private persons ... 5218 i 46 

Do. to t’ r Koiiourable Company ... 973 1 50 

Houses appraised by bricklayers and carpenters. 30,512 0 10 


Total 


30,703 3 6 


Upon this It Is observed how irregular a practice had heretofore 
obtained of planting trees and building houses through the permission 
or connivanee of the Goveriinient within the distance prescribed for 
the safety of ail regular fortifications. Seeing that the necessary 
preeautioii has hitherto been entirely disregarded, it behoves this Board 
to come to such a resolution as may effectually prevent this evil^ and 
obviate such irregularities and ineonvenieneies as have arisen for want 
of proper control in the buildings, works, and plantation of trees both 
witliiii and without the walk It is therefore agreed that the following 
order be issued by the authority of this Board to the proper ofScers, 
as well as duly published : That no houses be made or rebuilt nor any 
trees planted within tlie distance of four hundred yards from the town 
wall, nor any lioiises erected within the said wall, until the ground be 
surveyed by the engineer .for the time being, and by him be recom- 
nieiided to the land paymaster for his approjjation and leave. 

In consideration that the work of digging a ditch will require a 
strict attendance of (officers) to overlook all disbursements and other 
incidental expenses, and, as the additional service appears too great a bur- 
then for the land paymasler^s office, the Board pitches upon Mr. Thomas 
Marsh to take charge thereof. Mr. J ohn l^Iorley has order to deliver 
the same over to Mr. Marsh, and Mr. William Nicholls, now assistant 
to the warehouse keeper, is ordered likewise to assist under Mr. Marsh 
in the said ofEee. The Board then proceeds to consider, as set forth 
ill our last Consultation of the 29th J une, the most proper method of 
raising the voluntary contribution towards the work of the ditch of 
tiiirt}- tliousand rupees from the body of merchants. The same being 
debak^l, we are unanimously of opinion that until the amount be 
cleared one per cent be levied upon the trade, in addition to the two 
per cent contribution to the town wall. The proceeds of this extra 
one per cent to be carried to the head of Contribution to the town 
diteli. It is ordered that the custom master do collect and distin- 
guish the same accordingly.^ 

On the question of removing : the trees and houses round the town 
wall, on the lltk' March 1742 The Court write : We observe that the ' 
late President (Honourable 'Mr. John Home, ,1734-1,739) before our 
last sliij/s departure, was for,, removing all treeS' and houses round the , 
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town wall > to tlie distance of at least . point Mark sliot. We tuok 
notice witli pleasure tliat tkree of the .members Messrs. Geelde, Dudley, 
and Marsli stood in the. gap and by a seasonable opposition prevented, 
tlie proposal at that time being, put in execution. Altln:mg]i coir 
direetioTis were desired .they .were' not duly waited for, as by the 
overland advices we have the mortification to find that a few d'-ys 
after the ship’s departure^ the late President carried liis point. If 
we are rightly informed the expense and loss to the island will 
amount to , a very great sum. Thus when niie costly step lias been 
taken, our se,rvants have continually fallen into another^ wasting our 
estate in a very expensive and unsatisfactory manner. To what end 
is such a large military and marine force maintained but to keep 
an enemy from landing*, which by safe gnarding"* the passes we are 
well assured is impracticable. A due observaiiee of our last year’s 
orders will compel you to lay aside all such projects. You must 
undertake no expensive work whatever without an absolute necessity 
until our leave is first obtained for the same. We shall take this 
affair into further consideration. For the present we direct that those 
wlio did not dissent to this costly step sliali not 1)6 sent to any siibor- 
clinate settlements nor expect any further favour from us till this 
matter is cleared. Percehing that the Council were nearly equally 
divided in their sentiments with respect to the cutting down of t'he 
trees and pulling down the houses, we desire our President (Honour- 
able Mr. Stephen Law, 1739-1742) to send us his impartial opinion on 
that affair.^ 

Two years later^ 20th March 1744, the Court write: We are 
highly pleased that a reduction of our charges and incTease t*) our 
revenues on Bombay have already been accomplished since our Presi- 
dent (Honourable Mr. William Wake, 1742 - 1750) came to theeliair ; 
that by the works being all completed, our money is no longer buried 
in stone walls or ditches. From such a good beginning we persuade 
ourselves that some further savings will be made both at your place 
and at the subordinate factories. Our President assuring us that 
.he verily believes none of the Council who were for cutting drjwn 
the trees and pulling down the houses^ had any private \iew5, but aetcri 
•to the best of their judgment, we are wdliing to forego any furtlier 
censure, and therefore revoke our former orders forbidding tlieir being 
sent Chiefs to any subordinate factory, expecting that for the future 
without our leave being first obtained they will be utterly (worse iVcmi 
all expensive measures.^ 

.As to the disposal of the trees cut down round the tc»\vu wall 
h Consultation of' the 2nd February 1742 records: Ab the trees 
that have been cut down may be serviceable to the poor pciipic 
•who are rebuilding their houses, -it is directed that the oterbeer 
of the carts accommodate such persons as apply to him witii thc^ 


■ 5 Court tc Bombay lith' March 1741. paras lil, Fak Bciu Court’s Ceitcra 

ToL S of 174*2-1751, 9-10, 16. . ^ .' 

s Coui4toBomFay‘20!£lIafeh I744'prW'r3c54, Fa Dep. CowFs Letteri ToL 3 
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iimiibers they want and dispose of the remainder at public outcry 
for the most they will fetch.-*- 

Regarding compensation for trees a Consultation of the 25th 
May 1742 records: The several persons whose trees have been 
cut down in consequence of our late resolution being constantly 
for restitution^ it is ordered that the several claimants be by a 
publication directed to give in their several demands within fifteen 
days. Such as shall neglect to make a demand within the term 
limited, shall be excluded from the benefit of a return.^ 

Regarding the recovery of the rent of the ground to which the 
people were removed in consequence of the clearance of the ground 
round the town wall, a Consultation of the 29th October 1742 
records : The President moves in behalf of several possessors of 
ground on which the people who have been obliged to remove 
their houses in consequence of the resolution for a clearance round 
the town have rebuilt. He remarks that the indigent circumstances 
of many of those moved from the Green will cause great difficulty in 
the recovery of the rents, a work for which the landholders must 
neglect their own occupations. This would not be the case with 
the Company as they have persons properly appointed for the 
collection of their revenues aiicl by virtue of his station the over- 
seer may easier force a compliance. He proposes a calculate be 
made of the revenue that will arise from the ground rent of the 
houses so erected compared with what the same compass of ground 
mmiild otherwise jdeld. If this is ascertained the Company should 
be no sufferers by taking the built plots and in exchange 
returning an equal measilremeiit of land. To this the Board agree 
and direct that the proper examination and calculate be made. 
The President observes the ground round the town wall which 
at present lying fallow yields no revenue, may be made to yield 
soiiietliiiig if let out to be planted with batty. At the same 
time it ought to be expressly forbid that any fence hedge or trees 
be planted or erected as in time that would be found of equal 
detriment, as if the trees and houses already removed had I'e- 
mained. He proposes that a publication be issued that all persons 
who are inclined to take any part under the above conditions 
do give in their proposals within three months for the BoaixFs 
deteniiination. To this the Board agree.^ 

A Consultation of the 6th May 1743 records : The owners of 
some batty grounds whereon houses were built when the people 
removed from round tliO' waif being solicitous for a return, and 
the overseer of the oarts having ascertained each person s propor- 
tion, the whole' being of the annual produce of' 38 m’udds23 phards 
and 16 adhoUs batty, it is agreed to make return of an equal 
quantity. of ground mnd; that the Collector of the revenues receive 


^ Bom. 0-ov. Gonsultatloa 2iiii Feb. 174*2, Fub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 73. 

- Bom. Oov. Consultation 25th May 1742, Pub. Diary 15' of 1741-42, 256. 
‘’Bom, Gov. Consultation 29th Oct. 1742, Fub. Diary 15 of l741-*42, 503 -509. 
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the .other into Ms charge and recover the rent as it becomes , cine 
from the possessors of the houses built thereon.^ 

To take advantage of the destruction of houses by fire a Con- 
.sultation, the 10th February' 1744 , records: A fire which happened 
a few days past having consumed several of the remaining houses 
within the line of three hundred yards from the towm wall, the 
Board are unanimous in .opinion not to suffer, any new houses to 
be erected on the same ground.^ 

A Consultation of 10th February 1744 records: Mr. Slarsli 
representing that without some repairs ., be .speedily given tlie 
sluices at Dliaravi a large extent of ground. will .be overflowed by 
the. sea, a calculate of the work necessary to he .done is now pre- 
sented amounting. to Rs. 1650. .It is agreed the same be set 
about.^, 

Two years later the Bombay Diary of the 7th February 174*3 
has the following entry: Directed that Messrs. Rawdon airl 
Sanders be appointed to allot proper spaces of .ground to such of 
the inhabitants as may he inclined to feld in the towii;^* 

Messrs, John 'Spencer and H. Cameron unite to Goverainent 
on 16tli June 1746 : Agreeable to your directions to us we have 
examined into . the condition of the several wells and holes ln,)th 
within the town and to a convenient distance without it ami tliiiik 
it necessary to make the following remarks : 

'. Within the Town. — There is a well in the Honourable Company s 
Rope Walk belonging to Mr, John Saunders which is in the middle 
of the common path even with the surface of the earth and only 
part of it covered with' a few rotten boards and is so imju’opta-iv 
situated as it ought to be filled. Between the coiiipoiiiid walls of rl a* 
houses of Captains Lewisand Atkins is a lai‘ge hole from which In tliO 
rains danger may be apprehended, especially on one side whore it takcA 
awa.y part of the common path which side ought to be tilled up nn J. 
railed, xinother should be made sloping and the eartli takoii from 
thence carried to the side that is most dangerous which in a groar 
measure would remedy the present inconvenience of tin’s hc-Uu 
The well by the Portuguese chapel wherein it is sai-l so moiiy 
people, have, fallen wants only two small battens to make it p'*r- 
fectly secure. The most dangerous hole is one between the cosiA 
pounds of Mr. Lambton’s and Ensign Hewmaiihs liouses which 
after hard rains is always full of- water^ is very deep and that -ide 
next the path most frequented, the deepest. It would 
e.xpensive to fill this hole up, hut it is absolutely iiecessujT it dw.iiti 
be. railed in at least on that side next 'the co.mnioii road. In thi" 
'.coffee garden near the compound- of the Parsonage house is a dci^p 
ivell sunk, by the Honourable-, Company now^ of no use wliiih i'l 
dangerous to passengers having no . fence, and being clo>e U) the 


4 B'oni. Got. Goiisiiltation ()t.h Maj 1743, Pub. Diary IG of 1743, ICte 
-Bom. Got. Coiisulfcafcioii 10th Feb. .1744, Pub, Diary IT of 1741, OS. 
•''..Pub.D.iaryl7of 174^^ 

‘^Bom. Gov, Cbnsnitatiou, Ttli Feb. 1746, Pub. .Diary Ifl-of 1 7 11], IC. 
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footpath. T-iro or three days before we inspected it a person had 
faJlen iii^ but it luckily happening in the day time was taken out 
alive. The hole may easily be made secure to- passengers by running 
up a dwarf wall on one side of it the other three being already 
surrounded^ but^ as it is not faced, in a little time, by the earth, fall- 
ing in, it will bring down a large part of the Parsonage compound 
wall and as there are other wells near, it had better be filled up. 
Under the gorge of the Banian bastion is a well wdiich much 
wants to be secured and a Moor woman who owns it has promised to 
fence it properly in three, or four days. In that part of the town 
which is inhabited by the topass soldiers is a large well in the 
middle of the street which does not leave a passage two feet wide 
on each side of it. It is even wdth the ground which makes it very 
dangerous and it ought to be filled up as several people have 
lately fallen into it. In the middle of the curtain between the 
Banian and Prince’s bastions is a well belonging to the Honourable 
Company the fencing of which wants only a small repair to 
make it quite vsecure. In the small bazar by the old Mandvi bastion 
is a very deep well which is said to belong to Eupji Dhanji is fenced 
but very insecurely by its being much too low. It would be 
proper to call upon him to raise it to a sufficient height which may 
be done at a very trilling expense. 

WMioai the Toiim.--'Ne(iv the Apollo gate and public road are 
three large deep wells without any manner of fence about them 
which are of no use since the trees have been cut down round the 
town walk They are faced with stone and the earth that was taken 
out to sink them never having been removed to any distance it would 
be ail easy, matter and little expense to fill .them up again with the 
same. In the path from the bazir gate to Sivaji^s Punch house is a 
well faced with stone formerly in the compound of one of the houses 
pulled down. The well is now of no use and as it is dangerous it 
would be necessary to fill it up. Close by the Punch house door is 
another well, the fence of which ought to be raised something higher 
to make it secure. Great part of the wall of the tank joining to the 
Portuguese church close by the public road is fallen down and 
the rest is so very ruinous that it will soon be in the same condi- 
tion if not timely repaired. In a street near the Portuguese 
eliureh is a dangerous well said to belong to one Ventabhai who 
has promised to make it secure in a few day s.^ 

Eeferring to this letter a Consultation, the 24th June 1716, z'ecords,: 
Read a letter from the clerk of the market and the clerk of the 
works containing their remarks on the conditions of several wells 
and holes both wdthin the town and for some distance without it. 
The expense of filling up some' and fencing .others is' estimated ■ .by 
them at about Rs. §51|,. Ordered that the 'land paymaster repair' 
such as belong to the , Honourable 'Company, and the others must 
be done by such of the inhabitants as .live ■ adjacent the same.^ . ■ 


Pab, Biarj 19 of, 1746, ..:2GG- 208. • ^ ^ 'Oiary 19 of 1746, 201. 
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Ill 1750 according to Grose. most of the English houses ivere 
.built round the Greend ' They were- generally groiiiicl-fioored with 
.a court-yard before and behind and offices and out-houses. They 
were substantially built with stone lime and plaster. They were 
often wdiitewashed/ which had a neat air but caused a trouble- 
some glare. Little glass w.asused. Instead of glass the Bashes 
Were .square-cut oyster-shells wffiich let light through and stopped 
glare. The floor was' of vstucco or chunam lime of burnt shells by 
a peculiar art so polished that -you can see your' .face in it. The 
terraces were also made of chunam. But the sun ivas apt to 
crack them. Attempts had been made to paint the walls. But 
salt in the lime spoiled the paint. What the Portuguese called 
verandas were a useful shelter against the sun/ 

The best houses, writes Grose, of the black merchants though all 
were not black, vrere in the town which wms about a mile in circuit. 
Most of these merchants’ houses were ill-built and incommoclioiis, 
with small 'windo^v lights and ill-arranged rooms. Even the best 
have a certain air of meanness and clumsiness.® 

Grose mentions a well within the fort and adds : But the water is 
not extremely good and liable to be dried up in the heats. It is 
also to be observed that the water in general on the island is 
not reckoned the best, and has been given for a reason wdiy the 
Gentu merchants were not so forward to settle on it, wmter being 
a point of great consequence wdth them ; for as they drink no 
spirituous liquors they are very curious and discerning in the taste 
and qualities of waters,^ 

Two yeai's later a Consultation of the 12th May 1752 records: 
Mr. Lawrence Sulivan on delivering charge of the custom liouse 
to Mr. Thomas Hodges, and after taking the oath tendered hiiii 
by the President and one of the committee, is appointed his 
Majesty’s Justice of Peace for regulating ground to erect houses 
and prevent encroachments on the high roads.® 

On the question of encroachments a Consultation of the 19tli Marcli 
1754 records : Several of the inhabitants within the town wall 


^ The Greeia w^as a spacious area pleasantly laid out in walks planted with frees. 
On the green was situated the only English church at Bombay and which was full 
sufficient for any possible congregation of them at it. This church was a building 
extremely neat commodious and airy. (Grose’s Voyage, I. 52.) Besides the CU’veri 
Bombay had two very pleasant gardens cultivated after the Itnropem* niaiiner. 
The one a little way out of the gates open to any English gentleman; the other 
much larger and finer at about five miles distance from the town, that is at Fare!, 
where the Governor had a very agreeable country-house. Grose remarks*. This 
house was originally a Eomish chapel belonging to the Jesuits but cfmliscated about 
T719 for some foul practices against the English interest. It is now, fie eoniinnes 
(1750)., converted into a pleasant ' mansion-house, and what with the aibiitiomd 
'buildings and improvements of the gardens, affords a spacious and cuniinndrlnro 
.habitation. There .is an avenue to it of a hedge and trees near a mile lung, and 
though near the sea side, is sheltered from the air of it by a bill bei ween.'' ’ Here 
the Governor may spend most part of the heats, the air being cooler and fre.-iier 
than in town ; and nothing is wanting that may make a country ’'ctiremeni ngrce- 
able. Grose’s Voyage, I. 46. 

- Grose’s Voyage, I'. 52-53.', Grose’s -Voyage, I.’ 53 --54. Grose’s Voyage, I. 50. 

^Bom. Gov. Consultation 12th 1752, Tub. Diary 25 of 1752, iBCb 
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liavc made eiicroaelimeiits on the high roads and erected sheds and 
biiililings without license. These encroachments ha¥mg been 
inspected by the proper officers^ to prevent , anything of this nature 
reeiirriiig in future^ the rules and regulations now affiKed.a-t the' 
foot of this Consultation are ordered to be deposited in the Collectors 
oiiice, Fortlier that the inhabitants may be duty apprised thereof 
and no one plead ignoraiiee^ these regulations are ordered to be made 
public by beat of drum.-^ 

The following publication by the Honourable Eicliard Bourehier 
Esquire, President and Govemor of His Majesty’s Castle and 
Island, Bombay, was accordingty 'issued : 

Whereas, in contempt of the Government, several of the inhabit- 
ants have made encroachments on the high roads by erecting 
buddings and sheds without license, the said President and Gov- 
ernor by and with the advice and consent of liis Council has 
thought proper to ordain and direct that all cajan or palm-leafed 
sheds and pentdiouses are to be pulled down till the monsoon 
sets in. Liberty will then be obtained for refixing such as are 
necessary and these will continue till the breaking up of the mon- 
soon and no longer. That all pent-houses whether thatched or 
tiled made witliout leave that appear encroachments in the streets 
1)0 pulled dovni. That in future no houses walls compounds or 
shells be erected within the town wall before a certificate is granted 
Ijy the committee under their hands for that purpose. Every 
storelioase erected within the town wall to be covered with tiles 
in less than thirty days or else to be pulled down and the owner 
thereof fined ; and all cajan or palm-leaf huts to be unroofed. 
When liberty is given for building a house the applicant must 
set al)oiit it in twenty clays. No' stones chunam or other materials 
to lay longer in the public street than ten days before the work 
of building begins. All the gramalook (prickly-pear the Por- 
tuguese grao rnaluco) hedges 'within the town wall to be dug up 
by the roots, especially those round the ramparts. I’liat, as few 
of the present holders of houses agree with the names on the rent 
roll, the name of every person purchasing a house within the 
walls be recorded in the Oollectoris office before the purchaser 
enters in the premises. That, provided upon remeasurement they 
are found oSenclers, every person who has insisted on having 
his ground measured to prove he has made no encroachments, pay 
Ca]>taiu Cameron^s fees besides the fine. That no storehouse be 
built within the town wall under a thousand rupees value. If 
any one presume to act in contempt of the above regulations, he 
shall be subject to such penalty as the Honourable tlie President 
and Council pleases To inflict. '' And 'that no one ' may presume . to 
plead ignorance hereof the said President and Governor hath 
caused this notice to be published by beat of drum and affixed at 
tlie usual places. ' Dated in Bombay .Castle . this 'lOth March 1754.® 


^ Bom. Gov, .Consoltation lOtli Mareli 1754, Pub. Diary :27 of 175*4, 94. 
- i\ib. Diary 27 of 1754,. 97“ 08. PoiTCsPs Hom-e Scries, 11. 85. 
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. Letter from Mi\ John Spencer, Collector, to the PrcsiJoiit and 
Council, 19tli, November 1754: On examining' into the merits 
of the petition of Manoel Baretto and Limji, entered in Coiisiilta- 
tion of the 6th August last, I find that^ in regard to tlie trees, e\’er 
since the digging of the town ditch they do lulioiir under the 
hardships they set forth. When the ditch was begun the lhv^i»hjnt 
and Goiiiicil insisted on Manoel Baretto and Liiiiji permitting a 
number of houses to be built in their respective ourts within the 
■walls to be inhabited by the military. I understand tliat must of 
the military have found means to evade paying tlie owner the usual 
quit-rent of six res. Further by all accounts the petitioners siitlvr 
from the oarts being inhabited, as this prevents the trees being 
properly cultivated. As they sho.w in their petition a desire of 
changing their oarts for others of the Honourable Coinpaiiyts, 
I thought it necessary to order the vereadores to make a valuation 
of the trees as they novr stand in the exactest manner they possibly 
could according to the nature of the trees. This valuation an*! 
report are enclosed for your Honour’s perusal. The ground of tliese 
oarts being for the most part filled up by very ordinary houses, 
I applied to the clerk of the works to give me a plan of that 
part of the town that your Honour might form the 1 fetter 
judgment ill regard to their removal in order to make room for 
houses for merchants of substance which at present are so much 
wanted within the walls. His attention to other matters has pre- 
vented the clerk of the works finishing the plan in the limimer 
he intended. Yet as enough of it is performed to give your Ihnaoiir 
the necessary knowledge of the ground, I did not tliiiik it neces- 
sary to detain the report on that account. As to the fine Laid on 
Manoel Baretto, the gentlemen of that committee being iiiemlers 
of the Board, can inform your Honour what may be necessary in 
regard thereto.^ 

„ vereadores’ report on the number and value of trees and 
the area of empty spaces gives the following details 
Spaces within the Toivn Wall^ 17o5, 


m. 

Private Oarts. 

First Sort, 

Second 

Sort. 

Third Sort. 
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^ Pub. 'Diary 28 o£ 1755, 39-40, . 

2 Pub. Diary 28 of 1755, 41-42. Besides the trees shown In the srateenent there 
was in the Tejaudi oart one tree, bearing fruit, valued at Rs. 2| and one tree, to hear 
fruit, valued at Rs. 2, which brought- the total to 43S trees ami I774:| The 

advance calculated 'at 400 to 450 per cent- brought the total olAls. 1774 to 
Bs. 9005-242. , , ' , .J- 
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A Consultation of tlie December 1755 records Mr. William 
Andrew PrieCj, paymaster to the additional fortifications and buildings, 
lays before the Board an account amounting to Rs. 740*-2-50 of the 
valuation of certain houses, being part of what must be pulled down 
to make the ravelin before the Bazar Gate, and to clear the ground 
about Dongri Port. This account being Judged equitable he is ordered 
to discharge it/ 

In their letter of 31st January 1756, paragraph 121, Government 
wrik* to the Court: A house belonging to the Honourable Company 
situated near the horse stables, being in so ruinous a condition that 
it would have cost Rs. 1000 to repair it, and then only accom- 
modate one of jom servants, we judged it more your Honours^ 
interest to dispose of it together with the compound. They were 
accordingly sold the 20th May for Rs. 2705, which sum appears a 
gain on the general books as it was never brought on/ 

In the same letter of 31st January 1756, paragraph 125, Govern- 
ment add : Mr. Samuel Hough found the marine house in a much 
worse condition than could be expected, rendering it necessary 
almost to rebuild it. An account of the charges incurred he pre- 
sented ill Oonsultaliion the loth July amounting to Rs. 7117-3-17. 
Being persua^Ied he had carried on the repairs with the utmost 
frugality liy daily overlooking the workmen and expense of mate- 
rials, we orJei’eil liiiii to be reimbursed out of the treasury ■which 
we hope your Honours will deem reasonable.^ 

At the close of the same year, 15th December 1756, in paragraph 
114, CTOVernment write to the Court: The superintendent repre- 
senting that the marine suffered great inconvenience by being much 
streighteued for room in the warehouses, where the general stores 
were kept for the use of their eruizers and -that the ivarehouses like- 
wise wanted new roofing, we ordered the land paymaster to repair 
and enlarge them in such manner as the service required under the 
superintendent's inspection.^ 

As regards the increase of houses within the town on the 81st 
March 1756 the Court write : It is with satisfaction we observe yoor 
scheme for aeeominodating many of the creditable inhabitants in the 
i.own, who, mricdi against their inclinations, were obliged to live without 
it. We shall add that whatever regulations are made for the encourage- 
ment of the people in general and of the richer sort in particular, 
will always meet with our approbation when they are calculated for 
the mutual interest of the Company and the. people ■ residing .under 
tiieir'^proteetioii;' 

A Consultation of the 10th August 1756 records : . Part of the daru' 
Captain Jacques tie Fiiiiek has made to 'confine, the., water in the town. 


^ Fub. Diary 2S of 1755, 470, 

‘ Dmy 28 of 1755, 217, Fiib. Dep. h. to- the -Gourt Vol. 4 -of. 1756-57, 44.-45,- 
3 Fiilx Diary 28 of 1755, 276. Pub. Dep. L. to the Gouxt Yol. .4 of 1756-57, 45/ 
mUik Bep7 Letters to the Coiirt Yol. 4 of 1756-57, 165.-. 

Court to Bombay 3ist March 1756 para 90, Pub. Dep. -CourFs Letters' Yoh 4 of - 
1752 - 1756 , 
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tlitcli front passing towards the-, ravelin next the Ba/ir (late lias 
given way. Should the whole dam ■give way no water will remain in 
the ditch and in consequence the town wells will becuine ilry. Tm 
avoid such a calamity, as the whole dam appears weak, the Pres!4mit 
proposes that Captain De Piinck'- he 'ordered to make another i.lmn 
twenty or tliirty feet from, the present one. In this tlie Board 
concur.^ 

In 1756 with a view to clear a still larger area round the town 
wall more cocoamit trees had to be cut down. To obtain compensation 
for these trees, on the 18th March 1757, the Bomba}" fazandars made 
the following petition to Government : That in the month of October 
last your Honours were pleased to order to cut down a number of 
cocoamit trees belonging to your petitioners round the town wall 
which having been the only means and remedy for your petitioners 
and their families to subsist upon, your petitioners suffered much thereby. 
In this great necessity your petitioners make this application to 
your Honours hoping your Honours will out of your wonted com- 
passion be pleased to take the ease into your consideration so that your 
petitioners may have due reparation made them for their trees. The 
Honourable Company have on several occasions cut down cocoaiiut trees 
of the fazandars^ oarts. For these they always gave Just and full 
satisfaction, tree for tree, otherwise your Honours^ petitioners must 
have been broken and ruined.^ 

Referring to the above petition a Consultation of the iStli Mareli 1757 
records : Read a petition from the Bombay fazandars praj'iiig; a 
consideration for their eocoanut trees being' cut clown uithiii tlie 
distance of 400 yards round the town ’wall pursuant to an order of the 
select committee under the 13th October last for inaking a pr»)per 
clearance on the esplanade for the guns. These trees having IjCOii 
valued by the vereadores previous to their being cut down we observe 
amount to Rs. 31,353i according to their estimate now before us. 
As the vereadores have not inserted at what rate they value each sort: 
of tree, the Collector is ordered to deliver in an exact and parti«:-!ilar 
account of their worth that the fazandars may have suitable satisfac- 
tion made them.^ 

Agreeably to the above order on the 22nd March 1757 the ColIeeti-*r 
reports ■:, In, consequence of your Honoiir^s directions to me in tlie 
Secretary's letter of the 18th I. called upon, the vereadores to explain 
to me the method they had ,made use of in valuing' the trees cut down 
in October last by your Honour^s direction, s. I iiiid they have 
estimated , them in a manner quite different from that |>nietist.Ml 
' in .regard to those cut down in the time of Governor Law as your 
Honour will observe on reference to .tM' account I now eiielo.se/ In 
this I have thought proper to insert an additional eoliinin expressing 
value according, to, the usual method of valuing cocoa palms. There 


^ Bom. Gov, Consultation 10th Aug, 1756 , ,Pub,„Diarv 20 of 17067 207-2tlS. 

2 Pub. Diary 80 of 1757, 86. 

3 Bom. G-ov. Consultation 18th March 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1707, 82. 
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is also an abstract annexed at tbe foot of the said account showing the 
amount according to the usual method of valuation.^ 


Palm Trees in P7'wate Oarts, 1757, 


No. 

CoGoannt Trees. 

Rate. 

Amount, 

1S27 

First Sort 

Rs. 

4 

Rs. 

5308 

360 

Second Sort 

34 

1260 

430 

Third Sort ... 

3 

1200 

17 

Old Trees 

1 

17 

27 

Trees, Bearing? Fruit 

H- 

674 

1 

l>o. Second Sort ... 

2 

2 

5G 

Trees to bear Fruit : 

First Sort 

2 

112 

10 

Second Sort 

14 

15 

1140 

Spaces 

i 

285 

96 

Betelnut Trees ... 


83| 

1 

Brab Tree ... ... 


4 

... 1 

Total ... 

... 

GO 


On receipt of the above details on the 22nd March 1767 the Board 
observe : Read a letter Lrom the Collector advising that the cocoanut 
trees which were cut down in October near the town wall^ according 
to the rate at which trees have been always valued and paid for by 
the Honoural>le Conipaiiy. amonnt only to Rs. 8443| instead of 
Rs. 81j353| as valued by the vereadores. Directed therefore that the 
vereadores be required to attend at our next meeting to assign their 
reasons for having made such an exorbitant valuation.” 

On the 29th March 1757 the vereadores attended as required when 
tlie Board pass the following order : The vereadores attending 
agreeable to order allege that their reason for valuing the cocoanut 
trees cut down round the town wall in the manner they have, is 
l}ecause the value of trees has of late years so greatly increased. 
They are nevertheless reprimanded for not having inserted a column 
in their report to apprise us of the advance they, put on the trees. At 
the same time as the proprietors are willing to accept trees from the 
Honourable Company in lien of those cut down, it is resolved that the 
Collector be ordered to assign them trees agreeable to the method 
observed in the time of President Law, and to make a report thereof 
that we may determine on making good any deficiency which cannot 
be paid in trees.^ 

A Consultation of the lOth May 1757 has the following entry: 
The President observes that under the 6th July 1739 the Council 
passed a resolution that from, that time no houses should be made or 
rebuilt nor any trees planted ■witliin 400 yards of the town wall. This " 
resolution is now . accordingly read. But as the publication therein 
mentioned is not to be' found in the office it may teRoubted whether^ 
the inhabitants were apprised of the above resolution.’ .Messrs. Crom- 
nieliii, Sedgwicke, and. Hornby are therefore appointed a comm.ittee 
for maldiig the neeessaiy inquiry whether such, publication was actually , ,: 
made and if anything contradictory thereto appears in the Consul-' 


^ pTib. Biaty SO of 1757, % 

~ B«nn. (lav. Oonsi^Uation 22 i'kI Mar, 1757, Pab. Diary 30, of 1757, 95. 
Btaii. rb>\. 111 tatioii 29th Mar.' 1757, Pab, Biary 30 of 1767, 101. 
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tatioas. We imagine many of the eocoannt trees cut do'wn round the 
town wall in October last may have been planted contrary to the above 
resolution. Notwithstanding the peimission noticed in the Consulta- 
tion of the 29th March last the Collector is therefore directed not to 
give the proprietors any equivalent nor put any person who owned any 
of the trees cut down in October in possession of trees belonging to the 
Honourable Company without first mating a report to us in what 
manner he proposes doing it.^ 

Agreeably to the above order on the 14th June 1757 the Collector 
reports ; In obedience to your commands of the 10th ultimo I now 
lay before the Board two accounts of eoeoanut trees belonging to the 
Honourable Company proposed to be delivered the piroprietors in lieu 
of those cut down by your orders in October last. Ihe first marked 
No. 1, chiefly situate at Mahim, are in a very bad condition indeed 
through the neglect of the farmers. Nor, in fact, are they anything 
like equivalent in value to those cut down belonging to the proprietors, 
although, from the manner of the valuation, they appear to be so. ^ The 
second, marked No. 2, are chiefly situate at Bomba 3 ^_ and are in aH 
respects pretty equal to those cut down. As the proprietors and their 
families are chiefly inhabitants of Bombay, they have requested me to 
represent to your Honours on their behalf that it would be extremely 
inconvenient to have trees given them at Mahim exclusive of ihe con- 
sideration that they should be great sufferers by receiving trees there 
as those proposed to be delivered are much inferior in worth to those 
cut down.^ 

The following is an abstract of the M^him palms proposed to be 
delivered in exchange for trees cut down round the town wall in 
October 1756®: 

Palm Trees at Mahim^ 1756. 


Variety. 

Sort. 

No. 

Rate, 

Total. 




Rs. 

Rs. j 

Cocoantit Trees ... 

First 

508 

4 

20S2 ’ 

Do. 

Second 

545 


won : 

Do. 

Third 

1130 

s 

3S9d ■ 

Do. 

Old 

242 

1 

242 • 

Do. 

New bearing. 

150 

n 

575 

Do. 

To bear 

214 

2 

42S 

Pesora 

First 

63 1 


^ 94% _ 

Do. 

Second 

54 i 

1 ' 

^ Si 

Do 

Transplanted. 

82 ’ 

f 

; 41 

Vacant Spaces 


407 

... 

1 101| 

Betelnnt Trees ... 

... 

11 j 

... 

i 51 . 

Brab Trees 

■ ... 

23 


! 40 

Total 

! 

1 

... . } 

... I STlTi ’ 


i Bom. Gov. Consnltation 10th Mav I7S7, Pub. Diary 30 of ITii", 147- 14«. 
yPub, Diary 80 of 1757, 225 - 326. » Pub, Diary 30 of Wu, 23 1 . OHO. 
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According to^ the following, account the result- of these allotments^ 
showed a balance of Rs. 1514 still due to the owners of trees 

Tss ff'OmURABLE OOMPAMF .... ... ... Z?r. 

Es. 

To Oarts cut down .... ... ... SSCll 

To Balance ... ... ... ... 5071 

93281 

To. Het Balance dtie ... ... ... .... 1514 

T&e Honourable Company ... Cn 

Rs.. 

By Oarts delivered ... .... ... 87174 

By Minekji’s Oart .... .... ... 61 

93284,, 

By Balance , ... ... ... 5074 

By Advance on ditto at cent per cent ... 5074 

I 0144 

By 33 Well Wheels ... ... 4994. 

Total Balance due ... 1614 

Thereupon, on the I7th June 1757, the Board, taking into con>- 
sideratioii the Oollector’s above letter respecting their making an 
ec|uivaleiit to the proprietors of the cocoanut trees cut down round 
the town wall in October last, resolved that the Collector be directed 
to put the people in possession of some of the Honourable Com- 
panJ^s oarts at M/ihim agreeable to the account he then enclosed. 
They add : Notwithstanding the inconvenience the Collector repre- 
sents we think the proprietors will thus be sufficiently recompensed 
especially as it was as highly necessary for their security and tiiat of 
the inhabitants in general as for our Honourable Masters^ estate and 
property that there' should be a proper clearance round the town 
wall in case of the place being attacked..^ . . ■ , 

Three weeks later a Oojisultation of the 5th July 1757 further 
records: Read a petition from the proprietors of the cocoanut trees 
cut down round the town wall in October last, representing that 
they shall be great sufferers by receiving the Honourable Company's 
trees at Mahim in lieu thereof and praying to be considered on 
that account. Resolved: As we are unanimously of opinion that 
they will be suffi;ciently recompensed their petition is rejected.^ 

Six weeks later, the 23rcl August 1757, the Collector reports : 
Some of the proprietors of the cocoanut trees cut down by your 
Honour's order in 'October last and who in consequence of your orders 
have been acquainted with and tendered such as I with your 
approbation lately assigned them in lieu, having requested me to^^ 
represent to your Honour that' they should instead thereof' 
rather choose a space of the ground round the town^ wall to- 
cultivate for 'batty, I 'request your Honour’s orders thereon, as ' 



^ Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 232. ' , , 

G-ov.*' Coiigultatioii 17tb ' Jiiae 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 229®.' 
•U'ub. Diary 30 of 17^7/251. 
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also to know if I iBay let out what may reiriaiu on the usual terms 
to such as have applied for itd 

Thereupon on the 23rd August 1757 the Board ilireet : We 
entirely reject the request of the proprietors of the eoi/oaimt trees 
cut down in October last to have any of the ground rournl the tnwii 
wall assignee] them to cultivate batty as equivalent foi' their trees 
instead of those we have given them belonging to tlie Honourable 
Company at ilahim as we do not know how far it ina}* be deemed 
necessary to extend the fortifications^ 

In the matter of the valuation of certain houses the clerk of tlie 
works reports on the 23rd May 1757 : I received a letter from 3Ii\ 
William Andrew Price paymaster to the new^ fortifications, dated 
30th November IToS, desiring me to attend at the valuation of 
four houses belonging to Lakshumanset, Sivaji Dharaiiiset, Tainan, 
and Bdlusetj and two mosques that Captain De Funck thought 
necessary to have pulled down. I afterwards received another 
letter from Mr. Thomas B 5 d*eld paymaster to the new fortifications, 
of the 24tli March 1756, desiiing a calculate of charges not only 
for removing the materials of several houses between the Bazar 
Gate and the different flags placed by Captain De Funck from 
above Dongri round to Back Bay, but an estimate also of the 
expense that would be occasioned by rebuilding such houses wit-li 
the same materials in some other places more remote. Both tliese 
orders were complied with 'without loss of time. The latter like- 
wise directed that all the cocoanut trees pointed out by Mr. Warner 
should be included in the calculate at their full value as the proprie- 
tors ■were to have an equivalent given them out of the Honouriihle 
Company’s carts. This estimate was never made, as an order from 
the select committee of the 13th of October 1756 rendered that in 
a great measure unnecessary. I was also further desired in the 
course of this survey to have due regard to such houses as were 
either repaired or rebuilt within 400 yards of the town w'all since 
the time such repairs were positively forbid by a publication 
issued in Governor Law’s time and remarks are accordingly made 
where anything was found that could with certaiiit}" appear to lie 
a breach . of that order. On this occasion I cannot omit to 
'mention 260 houses built round the town wall within 400 yards ]iy 
, leave only from the. ground farmers. Within the line of vahiatinii 
marked out' by Captain De Funck were 984 houses. 6f)0 uf wliieli 
were upon the Honourable Company’s ground, including 17 di latidv 
burnt down, 321 are in oarts belonging to fazandars, and 260 .stand 
.upon the ground that ' was- farmed out, A survey of tliosi^ last 
mentioned accompanies this and the fazamlars have always pos- 
sessed a power of giving liberty to build upon their own groiiiiiL 
^ All such .persons as were' desiro.us of building upon the Coin pun vs 
ground have constantly m.ade application to the Culh^etor ftir his 
note of leave. , This note is directed to the clerk of the v^orks who 


s Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 325. 

f Bom. Gov. Consultation 23itl Aug. ITot, Pul). Diary Utf of 17o7, 
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always gives a discharge in 'writing for his fee signed by MmseK 
and specifying the length and breadth in feet and the contents in 
square yards. Whoever fails to produce this note^ is always 
supposed to have built or repaired without leave. This note w^as 
all along demanded but as no more than five or six appeared^. , your 
Honour ^wiil receive with this a list of 484 houses valued at 
Rs. 57,952 whose owners should be asked to explain under what 
authority ^ they were built. Permit me to present with this an 
account of wages due to the bricklayers carpenters and others who 
assisted at the valuations but were not in the Honourable Com- 
pany's service.^ 

On receipt of the above report on the 17th June 1757 the Board 
record the following order ; Read the above letter from the clerk of 
the works concerning his survey of houses and buildings without 
tlie town wall. He mentions that 260 houses have "been built 
by leave only from the ground farmers and in contempt of the 
publication issued by President Law and his Council in July 1789 
positively forbidding that any houses should he built or re-made 
after that time wnthiii the distance of 400 yards of the town wall, 
as also that only five or six notes from the Collector were shewn 
him by the owners of 484 other houses. In spite of this in order as 
iiiiicli as possible to prevent the inhabitants having any cause for 
complaint, it is agreed that a j^ublication be issued by beat of drum 
requiring all persons possessed of houses round the town wall to 
deliver whatever powers or authorities they may have obtained for 
building the same to the Collector by this day month. Otherwise 
that we sliall take it for granted that such people as do not shew 
obedience tliereto have built all their houses without any authority, 
and shall proceed accordingly.^ 

Regarding the result of this publication on the 4th November 
1757 the Collector reports: In consequence of the publication 
issued by your Hoiiour^s direction on the I7th June last, the pro- 
prietors of such houses as are therein mentioned have attended the 
Collector’s office and in obedience to your commands of the same 
date I now enclose a report of such as have as well as such as have 
not produced biiikling vouchers. The latter in general declare they 
were once possessed of proper authorities and as proof thereof re- 
ferred me to the Honourable Company’s rent rolls which I thought 
proper to retrospect ' as far as 1?38 in order that your Honour 
might be informed w^ith greater certainty 'whether any and which 
of 'the said houses might have been built or re-built ’within 400 
yards since the publication in 1739. No ground belonging to the 
Honourable Company on' which houses are built can appear in the 
rent roll, but such as had originally proper permits for building on. 
For though it "was formerly usual for the paymaster, the clerk of the 
works, and others to give permits,, yet those permits' were.. always 


^ Pul). I>iary SOof 1757, 233-233., ■■ ' ' 
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produced at the ^ollecto^^s office and the nieasiire of the ground 
inserted ill the rent rolls in order for the annual collection of the 
rent. From wlieiice your Honour will please to observe that those 
which are said in the" report to have appeared on tlie rent roll in 
1738 must have been standing before the ilate of the afi^reiaentioned 
publication and had originally proper autliority for biiiltiing them. 
The proprietors of the MO houses built rouiid the town wall within 
400 yards, declare that they had no other authority for the building 
them than the consent of the farmer of the ground round tlie town 
wall who by the tenor of his lease had no autliority to grant 
permission without the OollectoFs order. ^ 

On recedpt of the Collector's report^ the lltli November 1757, the 
Board direct: Read the above letter from the Collector in consequence 
of our publication and orders of the 17th June last, regarding the 
houses built round the town wall and enclosing a report of such 
proprietors as have and have not produced authorities for building 
houses and representing that 260 houses have been built by per- 
mission onlj^ from the ground farmer. Resolved therefore that the 
Collector be ordered to pull those 260 houses down without allow- 
ing the owners any compensation as they have built them without 
the consent of the Collector for the time being. Also to require the 
proprietors of the remaining 484 houses situate without the Bazar 
Gate to deliver him an account of the cost of building or repairing 
them with the dates when the same may have been done for our 
inspection that by that means we may know to a certainty 
whether any or how many of those houses have been built or 
repaired in contempt of the publication issued in 1739.^ 

Regarding the cleansing of the town the Bombay Diary of 22iid 
November 1757 has the following entry : As the town has become 
very dirty in great measure owing to the little regard tlie inhabit- 
ants pay to the scavenger on account of his being always a junior 
servant, the Board agreed that a member of the Board be appointed 
to that office, and that all houses within the town be proportionably 
taxed for maintaining a sufficient number of labourers^ carts, and 
buffaloes for keeping'- the town clean.^ 

■ Before allowing people to build or re-build without the town w'-all it was 
necessary to determine what space should be left unoccupied by houses. 
To this end it was necessary to fix the plan of fortifwng the town 
on the land side. In connection with this subject a CoBsuItation of the 
10th' May 1757 records; As it will necessarily be a considerable lime 
before any material resolution for fortifying "Bombay town m tlie 
.land side can be carried into execution, it is directed that the Seeretarv 
require the cliief engineer , as soon as he can to deliver in the plan lie 
has proposed for that purpose.^ 


3 Pub. Diary SO of 1757, 417. 

^Boin. G-oy.' Consultatioii 11th Kow 1757, Pub. Diarr 30 of 1757, 416 
3 Pub. Diary SO of 1757, 428. Forrest’s Home Series, IL 03. 
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: Three months later Government was asked to sanction the pulling 
down of certain houses next the Bazar Gate. On the 9th August 17 57 
the Board direct : The Major representing that certain large stone and 
ehunam, houses next the Bazar Gate must he pulled down, the new 
fortification paymaster is directed to set about the work immediately 
and to advance the owners one-fourth part of their value as calculated 
by the clerk, of the works on a late survey thereof, on account of' the 
expense they must incur in removing the materials to build their houses 
elsewhere.^ 

In connection "with the demolition of these houses, on the 2Srd 
August 1757, the Collector writes to Government : Several of the 
proprietors of the houses now pulling down by your Honour^ s orders 
Just vdthout the Bazar Gate having lately applied to me for ground to 
rebiiM, I request to know the exact distance you are or may be resolved 
to reserve without the walls, clear of houses,' in ^ order that I may give 
the necessary directions to prevent new buildings being erected within 
that space in future, and likewise be enabled to determine as soon as 
possible what gTOuiid is proper to give such persons .as have lately 
applied.^ 

On ■ receipt of this letter the Boai-d order the Secretary to repeat 
the Board\s order of the Idth May last to the chief engineer for his 
laying ]>e£ore them as soon as possible the plan he has proposed for 
foi*tif}'ing the town on the land side. Till then, they add, it is impossible 
for us to determine what distance it may be necessary to preserve round 
the town wall clear of houses,^ 

The cutting clomi of trees within the town wall and the giving of trees 
in exchange to their proprietors outside the wall, afforded an opportunity 
to have substantial buildings raised within the' fort.. A .Consultation, 
the 16th August 1757, records : As the chief engineer is .in .want . of 
more eoeoanut trees for making embrasures' and, finishing the battery 
under the Tank bastion^ and as under the 6th of August 1754 Manoel 
Baretto and Limji have petitioned ,us to exchange their oarts 
within tlie town wall for such of the same value as belong to our. 
Honourable Masters without the wall, we shall be able to accommodate' 
many substantial people with houses on ground at present occupied by 
the poorer sort of inhabitants. Further as in paragraph 90 of their letter 
of 31st March 17 56, the Court of Directors have been pleased to approve 
this scheme, it is ordered that the .Collector give directions that the 
trees in the oarts (which have already been valued as entered under the 
the 21st of January 1755) be cut doivn for this service and assign, the 
proprietors such. trees belonging to the Honourable Company without 
the town walls as he may judge to .be of the same value, reporting 
thereof to the Board.*^ 

Begarding the aforesaid, .exchange of trees, 'on the 28th,'Febru.ary 
1758, the Board resolve,, that' the Collector report the value of,,.. the 


1 Bom. Gov. Coasultatiott 9tii 1757, .Pub* Diary 30 of 1757, S02,', . 
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Honourable Company's oarts^ propo-sed to be g^ivoii in ex(b‘nxo*e fti* 
tliose of Manoel Barstto and Limji sitiia-tecl between the (’Iiiireli. rind 
Apollo Gates^ as also tlie expense incurred by euttin^* down ili .m* tiees 
and pulling down tlie Iioiises. The Board observe that if any Inanoh 
lemaiii in that iieighbonrliood, they are forthwith to be eltnirt'd away 
and the ground suiw-eyed and measured by the clerk of the works tliat 
w^'e may be enabled to ealeulate .how much a yard ought to I>e <‘hargo*il 
to persons desirous of biiildin.g thereon d 
On the 3rd March 175S the Collector reports: In obedbtnar tfi 
your coniniaiids I no'w enclose an account of such trees licloriging la 
the Honourable Company as with your apprcha-tiun are proposed 
to, lie delivered to Limji and ■ Manoel Riretto in lieu of tlieirs which 
I w^as directed to cut down tetween the Church and Apollo Gates. 
Four or live of the trees are still standing because they cannot be cut 
clown without much damage until several of the houses about them are 


removed. The following statement gives the details of the exchange 
and of the expense ineurred : 

Br. {!) Lmji in account with the Honoumhh Company, Cr. 

Bs. 

To his Oart Sonilpur ... ... 602| 

To .Balance 6S| 

To Advance on ditto at 100 

per cent ... ... ... 68^ 

, To Two Well' wheels ... ... 28 1 

1654 

By his Oart Dankem down ... l5f»,A 
By his Oart Tejaudi ... ... 240 - 
l^y Dankaudi do.. ... ... 137,} ' 

By Balance ... ... ... 

By Net Balance due < 

Dr. {2) Manod Bcireito In accoimtiLith the Homumlde Company, Ci;, 

Rs. 

To Ms Oart Tankori ... 

To ditto Chauiiaudi ... 845| 

14884 

To Balance 129 

To Advance at 100 per cent. 129 

To Six Well-wheels 96 

354 

By his Oarts 

By Balance ... ... ... 1 Cp" 

1488,\ 

By Net Balance due to the Hon- 
oiirable Company ... :]54 


In the same letter, 3rd March 1758, the Collector con tiiraes : Of the 
two hundred and sixty houses within three iiiindred yards of tlie town 
wall ordered to be pulled down, only six or seven are now htandni^**. 
These are again ordered to be removed immediately. In the deim h lini 
of these houses no expense has or will be ineurred to tlu* lionoiiiuhh! 
Company, ^otherwise the account thereof would now Ih* eindtisid* 
you direct.^ 

On receipt of the. above information from the Collector, a r»awiiltatioii 
of the 3rd March 1758 records Eesolved to approve of the oaids the 
Collector has assigned belonging -to the Honourable Companv being iii veil 


^ Bom. aov.. Consultation. 28tli Fab. 1758, Pnb. Biarv :il ai 1T5R 
».Pttb. 3i of 1758, 172- 173. ' . , 



Materials-] 


AhJ) ISLAND. 4-57 

: ill exeliaiige for tliose of Limji and Manoel Baretto, situated between 
the Church and Apollo Gates, whose account currents are given above. 
The Collector must be required to pulldown all the houses built on those 
lands that the streets may be lined out by the clerk of the works and 
the new buildings be carried on in such a regular manner as not to 
interfere -with the defence of the fortifications, conformable to a plan 
which lias been approved by the President and principal engineer. 

The same Consultation, 3rd March 1758, continues: As -we must 
eoiieliide from the proprietors of the 484 houses situated without the 
Bazar Gate refusing to give any account of their building, that they 
have had no authority for so doing, but on tbe contrary have built or 
repaired these houses in contempt of the publication issued in July 
1739, the Collector must be required to give directions for their being 
pulled clown without loss of time.^ 

At the same Consultation, the 3rcl March 1758, the Board furtber 
direct : Mr. Mace having likewise urged the necessity of clearing 
away the houses without one hundred yards of the line to be carried on 
from Doiigri to Back Bay, it is ordered that the new^ fortification pay- 
master and clerk of the works survey, value, and report the expense 
which will attend their removal But that such houses as Mr. Mace 
wants to be immediately cleared away be valued and pulled down 
witliout waiting for tbe report being delivered to the Board.^ 

A Consultation of the 1st May 1759 records: Read a letter from 
the Collector enclosing the vereadores’’ estimate of the cocoannt trees 
eiifc down in Jlarch 175S, amounting to Rs. 22()S|-, to carry on the 
intended wall from Dongri to Back Bay; proposing also to let out such 
of the Honourable Compan}''’s oarts as were not rented on the 10th 
ultimo. Ordered that the 'Collector assign the proprietors of the above 
mentioned trees an equivalent out of the said oarts for those cut down 
in March 1753, after which w-e shall determine on leasing out the 
remainder of those oarts.'"^ 

A Consultation of the 29th May 1759 records : Read a letter from 
the Collector enclosing an aeeoimt valuation of the Honourable Com- 
pany's trees at Alaiiim wTiieh he proposes delivering the proprietors of 
those cut down in March 1758 with the proprietors^ accounts eurreiit 
and an aeeoimt of the produce of Puekravol, respecting which the 
following orders are given : That such of the Mahim oarts as he 
proposes be delivered to the proprietors of those cut down in March 
1758 to carry on the intended line from Dongri, to Back Bay, but that 
the Collector take proper care of the remainder of the oarts which were 
not let out the lUtli ultimo, as we imagine there may be occasion to 
exchange some more of, them on that account.. We approve of his 
delivering to Gambaji Biitiaji the remainder of the oart Runsate on his 
paying Rs. 1726 1 for it,, agreeable to, the vereadores^ valuation. We ■ 
also approve of Mr. Richard No wland either pajdng or receiving' 


^ Bom. Gov. Coiisiiltatiott 3r<i Marcli 17^3,, Pub..- Diary 31 of 17^8, 168 - 169, 
“ Bom. CU>v. Consultation 3r-d March 1758, Piib. Biary^31 of 1758, 168, 
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diSerenee between the spots ■ ol gromicl belonging to the Mazgaoii 
estate situated in Piiefaavol and those belonging to Piiekra-vol situated 
in the Mdzg-aon estate (according to the ,vereadores^ report; to a\'oid the 
disputes which would, in all probability arise on their being possessed 
by diilerent persons. And,;for the reason given by the Collector, we 
likewise agree to his cuitivating and paying the pension of ilie sin'oral 
spots of salt batty ground belonging to our llonourai.le ^lasiers 
bordering on Puekravol and the Mazgaon estated 

Letter from the principal engineer Major James ]\Iaee to the Presi- 
dent and Council, 22nd July 1759: It is humbly represented to your 
Honour that there is an absolute necessity for pulling down or otherwise 
destroying the village without the Apollo Gate togetlier with the 
cocoaiiut trees and houses adjacent, also the walls and other boiklings 
i,ii and about the burpng ground. The reasons are tlia-t those pla‘.:es 
jointly or separately are capable of concealing and covering a gretil. 
number of troops should an enemy land on or near Old lYoiiiair’s island. “ 
They will be found proper places for them to occiip}' and eonimeiiee 
their approaches. Proni them also an eneni}" can greatl}’ annoy the 
garrison, and in one night be able to make the position so tenable tlait 
our whole strength could hardly force them to abandonit. Even should 
we succeed, it might cost us very dear, while were we to suffer them 
to hold the j^osition unmolested, it must oblige us to keep on dut}" 
more troops than our number can admit of. That all straw or liay in 
quantities near the fortifications or powder-liouse bo ininiod lately 
removed to a proper distance from the same. Tliat all houses and 
buildings -within the town that are nearer than 65 feet from tlie insidt^ 
of the parapet as lately thickened by Major Mace ba taken down and 
removed. That no buildings be suffered to stand wit! sin 4UO yanis of 
the town 'Walls. That all sails and other comlmstihle stuff said tu be 
in the long store rooms in the dockyard be removed to some place 
distant from thence, and that there be at least 10*) casks or tanks full 
of water deposited in different parts of the said v'-arj together svith 
engines to extinguish any fire that may happen in that part.^^ 

On this letter being read at a Consultation on the 21rh July 1759. 
the Secretary is directed to remark to Major ]\Iaee that it has very 
lately been represented by himself and other principal ofiieers that our 
putting the works next the harbour in the best condition w^as doomed 


yPub. Diary of 1759, 353 -/I54. 

s A:djffniiig to Bombay (at low water) is. (1775) a saiall i;slaiid ealkd Old W'tjmaab 
island wMeli partly, forms the north side or entrance of the harbonr. It h aliuiit im'o 
miles and a half long, near the extreme pfiiit of \Giich, next the is u verv loftT 
light-howe, the light of which is so bright and well \-^atched that it muv be tlika riail 
at five leagues distance. On this island are two large barracks for the nnli tarv. nk> 
times a camp is formed here. , It has good grass, not many trees and a frw honsos hnt 
neither town nor village. It lies so very open to the seabdi roiuid as Iv dimnn-tl a 
very healthy place, whither people after recovering from illness fjv(|uuiilv movi* for 
a change of air. There. are better fish and a larger quantify canii'ht als-iit tins i>h‘unl 
than in the parts adjacent, especially sea-tortoise. In the fartluA or inner part of the. 
harbour are two small islands,, both inhabited. TIk' first is called Karan ja whieli is 
famed for its oysters. The other- or inner one is named Kiephanta, Farson.s' Travels 
in Asia and America (ISOS), 217. ' ' Diary 33 of 1759, 449 - 45(1. 
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fey tlie most essential , for the defence of the island and that we 
desire to know^ whether he has or can procure a> sufficient number of' 
irvorkmen for immediately performing* both services. If otherwise^ 
whieli of the two in his opinion ought to be- done first/ 

, la reply^ on the £7th July 1759^ Major Mace writes: Concerning- 
my letter representing the necessity of destroying the buildings without 
the Apollo Gate^ your Honour lias been pleased to direct that it should 
lie remarked to me that it had very lately been, represented by myself 
and other principal oflicers that putting, the- works next the harbour ia 
the best condition was deemed by me the most essential for the defence 
of' the island. To this I humbly ans-wer that my joining in opinion 
that the works next the harbour were essential to the preservation of 
the place cannot, I himibl}^ presume, be eonstraed to mean that no> 
attention was to be paid to the others. It can hardly be* imagined I 
should mean that the putting that side only in good posture of defence* 
W’-oiild be sufficient to protect the island from the insults of an enemy. 
At the time abovemeiitioned by ^mur Honour I had the honour to 
represent my uneasiness at the lowness of the curtain between the* Flag 
and Cavalier Bastions, likewise the two faces of the Cavalier Bastion 
and also the little height of the low flanks at the Eoyal Bastion which 
might be jumped into from a lioat. All wffiich I proposed to heighten, 
and this your Ilonour was pleased to approve and direct me to do. 
That very day I commenced, and I may venture to say they have been 
eari’ie.i on with surprising* despatch, notwithstanding the difficulty 1 
have laboured under botli for the want of labourers and of ehnnam. 

Your Honours are pleased to desire me to know whether I have or 
can procure a sufllcient number of workmen for performing both 
fe'er\iees immediately, and if not, which of the two in my opinion ought 
to be done first. As to my having a sufficient number of workmen, 

I humbly apprehend that it is known I have very many times expressed 
my uneasiness at the want of men wffien I have been obliged to lend 
them to other branches of business, and I have not had enough for that 
under my charge. As to my procuring more I should soon do it, %vas 
it in 111 }'" power ; nor have I been neglectful in endeavouring to procure 
men. As to which of the two works ought in my opinion to be first 
begun the question indeed is very nice. To answer as fully as I can 
and ill the way I apprehend your Honour intends me, I think the 
Apollo Gate buildings might be destroyed without much hindrance to 
the works carr}dng on and ought to be destroyed as soon as possible. 
Since many things now have to be done which undoubtedly require the 
utmost despatch, I hope your Honour will he pleased to take it into 
consideration that I may by some means or other ,be .furnished with 
more w'orkmeii, labourers, "and wmmen ■ to-.eai*ry , earth and. sand. , 1 
hope likewise your Honour will be pleased to consider tiiat to erect the 
false sea-marks and disguise the others (which ,Iam, setting about), will 
further drain the fortifications: of working people especially, as , the . 
sea-marks are at .such ,a distance. In regard to,, those on Old Woman^s, , 


f Pul). Diary 33 of 1759, i47. . 
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island^ if I may presume to. adTise^ I should be for destro}-iiig one of 
the tombs (instead of disguising it) and erecting a false one in aiiotliei" 
placed 

At a Consultation held regarding this letter on the dlst July 1159^ 
the principal engineer being present is ordered eonlVeiiaible to his re- 
com,m.en.dation to destroy one' of the tombs on Old lYoinaiihs island and 
to erect a false tomb in another place. Tim determining with re>pi*et 
to pulling down the houses buildings and trees without the Apollo Gate 
and contiguous to the rainp.arts is deferred till our next meeting."- 

Atthenext Consultation, the7tli August 1759, thefollowing tlceisioii 
is recorded; Taking into consideration the letters from Major Mace, 
principal engineer, referred to in the Co 2 :isuItatioris of the :24th and 
dlsfc ultimo, ill the former of which, wutli the advice of tlie t\vo of Ills 
Majesty’s captain,s of artillery, he in the strongest terms represents 
the absolute necessity for our pulling and cutting down the houses 
and trees without the Apollo Gate, as likewise the biiiidiogs at the 
burial ground and all others within 400 yards of the town wall and 
nearer than 65 feet from the inside of the parapet, and in his last 
letter expressly says that he thinks those buildings arnl trees might 
be removed without much hindrance to the rest of tlu^ wcu'ks nu^v 
carrying on and ought to be removed as soon as possible. 
ing likewise on the reasons contained in the forim*!* !etti*r in 
support of his opinion and that he must undoubtedly be the be.^t 
judge of the necessity for taking these ineasiiri^s and that om* 
Honourable Masters have directed us to carry any such rc*|)re- 
sentations from him into immediate execution ; it is reolved, 
notwithstanding the expense which will attend tlie removal til: the 
said buildings and cutting down the trees and tiie hardshi|i of 
depriving so many people of their habitations at this disagrin a,ble 
season of the year, that the principal engineer be ortlered to 
■ acc|uaint the new fortification paymaster with all such buildings 
and trees as he judges absolutely necessary to be pulled down or 
cut down for the security of this place in order for the priiieipa! 
engineers carrying the same into e.xecution as soon as possible 
after the new fortification paymaster is able to make a valuatiuii 
of them 

At ,a Consultation on the 4th September 1 759 was read the Iniiitble 
petition of all the Puxvoes who lived -without the Apollo Gate : 
That your Honour’s poor petitioners humbly beg leave to submit tu 
your consideration that they have, agreeable to the Guvenimeiit 
: order, pulled dowm their houses and now cannot help troubling 
, your . Honour for ^ your favour that your Honour will please 
to order the valuation, to be .p.aid your petitioners as their iaiiiilies 
: are dn sheds under great fear of . robbery (one of them having 
been already robbed) -and ill health, both wdiich may readily 
happen on account of the present w’-eather and the sitiiMion they 


3 Pub. Diary '3S of 1759, 457-45'8, ■ ■ ' s Fob. Diary 33 of IT- 9, 453. 
® Pub. Diary 33 of .1759, 461 - 465. 
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are IB. ^ They humbly think it appears evident that the valuation 
liiade for re iBO?iiig’ their houses cannot be sufficient to have such 
houses as they before had ; because the carts, higdris, and arti- 
ficers having much work^ will undoubtedly demand and receive and 
have already received a gTeat deal more money than what your 
petitioners are allowed as per account hereunto annexed. If by 
your favour they get the valuation soon, they will rebuild their 
houses as soon as possible. Otherwise, they must daily lose a great 
part of their materials much to their prejudice; all which your 
petitioners liiiiiibly submit to your Honour^s consideration.-^ 

At the same Consultation w^as also read a petition from Bala 
Krisliiia Purvoe, praying that the Board would advance him 
lis. *JU00 free of interest on account of the rent of his house w^ithin 
the town wall, occupied by the Xing’s officers and offering to enter 
into a bond for the balance if not cleared by that means. On these 
petitions it is ordered that the provisional new fortification pay- 
master lay before us the valuation of the Purvoe'^s houses in order 
for our coming to a determination with respect thereto. Bala^s 
petition is rejected as he is knowm to be in very indifferent cir- 
cumstances.” 

At a Consultation on the 11th September 1759 the provisional 
new fortification paymaster presented a valuation of the charge 
of lis. 14,540-2-85 incurred by lately pulling down 135 houses of 
sorts ■without the Apollo Grate and removing the materials for 
rebuilding them at a proper distance from the towm wmll. Also an 
account of the cocoanut trees belonging to the oarts Dabory, 
Agoiidam, and Borran which wmre situated in the same place 
aiiioiuiting to Ks. 171 3|-, These valuations being deemed reasonable 
the paymaster is ordered to issue the amounts to the several 
proprietors of the said houses and trees<^ 

At a Consultation of the SOth October 1759, read a petition 
froin the Piirvoes who were lately obliged to remove from their 
houses without the Apollo Gate, praying that they may be allowred 
to continue covering their present temporary habitations with 
cajans, •wdiich is agreed to,.^ 

Eegardiiig the power of granting permits to build new houses 
a Consultation, the 8th August 1758, records : The power of 
granting permits for ground to build on wdthout the town walls 
having been disputed betAveen the engineer and Collector, it is 
resolved that no ground be granted to any person for that use, 
■without getting a petition, for the same, signed by the Presiden't 
for the time being, and that those gentlemen be ordex'ed to pay a 
due regard thereto.'^ 

In the next month, September 1758, Government ■ received a 
petition for compensation for a mosque pulled down and for ground 


^ ,Piib. Diary S3 of 1759, 529 - 530., « Pub.' Diary. 33 of 1759, 526. 

3 Fub, .Diary 33 of 1759, 533. ' ^ Pub. Diary 33 of 1759, 619. 
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to be' osed for a tank. A Consultation, the 26th Se]>fceml}er 1758, 
records : Read a petition from the Moor inhabitants praying payment 
of the valiiatioE of their mosque lately pulled down without tlie 
'Bazar Gate, likewise that an additional piece of gTound may be 
.given for, a tank where the new mosque is to be built. The new 
fortification paymaster reporting that he some time since otiered 
them as well as other people whose buildings were taken down a 
quarter part of the .valuation conformable to our orders, agreed 
that the, offer be repeated, but no more at present allowed tliein. 
,We' do not see any occasion for acquiescing in their request for an 
additional piece of ground, as the former mosque had no tank 
before it; and that many of their mosques are built without any 
tank in front/ 

In the beginning of 1760, another petition was received when 
Government observe on the 8th Januaiy 1760 : Read a petition 
from the Moor inhabitants of this place, praying that the full 
valuation of their mosques ■which have been pulled down near 
the Bazdr Gate may be paid them, that thej" may build them in a 
proper place, the determining on which is deferred/ 

As the warehouses near the bandar were appropriated for the 
use of the Company’s servants, room had to be provided tor the 
Company's goods. In their letter of 27th February 1760 para 165, 
Government write to the Court : The range ot* warehouses in the 
bandar next the sea being altered to make apartments for the 
covenanted servants and wai'ehouses proper for keepii^g woollen goods 
being wanted, we ordered the warehouse-keeper to hire them on 
the lowest terms procurable. He reported on the 27th Xovember 
that two large warehouses might be purchased for Es. 4U00 to lodge 
grain adjoining to your own near the old Maiidvi bastion. Iliinking 
that they may sell for near as much sbould we not have oeeasioii 
to keep them and that purchasing them would prove far more 
frugal than renting any at the high rent they now" let for, w'c 
resolved on buying them. Mr. Byfeld also represented that- they 
might serve as lodgments for troops on an emergency. We therefore 
ordered the Principal Engineer to prepare them in such maniior as 
might best answer that end.^ 

' In the same letter, paragraph 164, Government write : It being 
necessary to remove the packing* screw"s out of the warehouse in the. 
Bandar to lodge some arrack tanks therein and to replace thv 
wdthout the bandar gate, a building is no-w carrying on fur that 
purpose.^ 


^ Pub. Diary 31 of 17SS, 432-4.33. ^'Pub. Diary 34 of ITf'O, 3,0. 

3 Pub. Diary S3 of 1759, 702. Public Bep. Letters to the Court Vob 7 of 1700, 03.01, 
The warehouses , coiiverted into^ Civilians’ quarters are the present Custom House 
buildings. After the conversion they seem to have l)eea named the Isew Home, 
On 20th June 1760 (Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 46S) Goviad Shivrdmpant an oiheer of 
Rjina that is Peshwa BilMJi Bijiraof 1740- 1761} had a meeting with the I^resiiicnt 
and Couaeil at the Company’s Kew House. 

^ Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court Vol. 7 of '3760, 63. 
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A moil til later they further intiuiate, 4th April 1760, para. S3 : Chapter IT.* 
FiEcliug that the huilding intended for removing the packing pQxtifi^.tioiis 
screws to, might be converted into two very good and eomniodious aud BuMing s. 
ivarehouses' at an easy charge and thereby save your Honours a 
considerable, sum monthly paid for wmrehotise rent, we have given 
direct ions for that purpose and that another place may be pitched on 
.for dxiiig the screws at a cheap rated 

Letter from the principal engineer Ma-jor Mace to the President, Houses to be 

lltli April 1760 : On my arrival here I found a number of honse.s Mled Down, 

had been levelled and trees cut down before the north end of the * 

town at about 400 yards from the town walls to secure a free opening 
round them and to prevent an enemy’s turning those houses and 
walls to the disadvantage of this place, should it ever be attacked. 

There yet remain many houses within that same space and some to 
the very crest of the glacis now forming. Some of those houses, 
as I am informed, were not valued ivhen the others were, tboiigh 
several are pulled down which stood farther off. The bad con.se- 
r|Uences that must arise from the vicinity of those houses, should 
this place be insulted by an enemy, are in my humble opinion such 
as make it absolutely necessary that no time ought to be lost in 
having them all levelled to the ground. As the owners or inhabitants 
of them either plead their not being yet valued or the want of 
ground whereon to remove, j^our Honour wull, I hope, be pleased 
to take this matter into consideration and honour me with your 
comiiiands that I maj' be enabled speedily to remove so dangerous 
mi evil,‘^ 

At a Consultation on the lltii April 1760 the above letter is 
read and the new fortification pajunaster is ordered immediately to 
make an estimate of the expense which will be incurred by pulling 
down the houses. At the same time Messrs. Hornby and Holford 
are appointed a CGiiimittee jointly writh the principal engineer for 
pitching on a proper place wdiereon to rebuild the said houses and 
buildings.^ 

At a Oonsultatioii on the 15th May 1760, on Messrs. Hornby and 
Holford deli vering a valuation of the charge wdiich will be incurred 
by pulling down several houses without the town wall and rebuild- 
ing tiiem at a proper distance conformable to the order of the llth 
ultimo, the new fortification paymaster is ordered to discharge 
the amount being Its. 2556-3-68.^ 

At a Consultation on the 5th August 1760, read a petition 
signed by twenty of the inhabitants whose houses are ordered tO' be 
pulled down, setting forth that they are willing to comply therewith 
but cannot procure" ground to rebuild them in a proper place, and 
praying that the fazandars may be obliged to assign them ground on, , 
their papiig the ,.eomin,on, .rent and the valuation' of any of the trees , 



^ Put, De'Pt Letters to'tlie Court Vol. 7 of 1760, 131. , 

2 .Fiib.' Diaiy 34 of .1760, 278 -'279. ,■ ^ Pub. Diary 34. of 17C0, 272. 

^ P,iU„i. Diary .34 of 1760, 367 ■ 368. 
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that it may be necessary to pull down on that account. The Honour- 
able Company^.s ground being all occupied we think it proper that the 
fazandars slimild'be obliged to part with what spare gTound may be 
wanted for this purpose on reasonable terms tliat the inlialitants may 
not be driven to quit the island. The Collector and tlie principal 
engineer are therefore ordered to settle this affair between the parties 
concerned in the most equitable mannerd 

' At a Consultation^ the 2nd September 1760, the new fortification 
paymaster laying before the Board a list of the valuation of siieli 
houses as have been lately pulled dow'% amounting to Rs. 4013-0-7], 
he is directed to discharge such part of the whole as belongs to the 
poorer inhabitants and without further order to proceed in paying for 
any houses which may be pulled dowui, the valuation whereof does 
not exceed Rs. 200 eaeh.^ 

On the subject of the Bombay fortifications, in their letter of the 
25th April 1760, para 97, the Directors write: The description of 
the additional fortifications and new works intended at Bombay shuws 
that joxi are putting us to a prodigious expense. Further, many of these 
works appear superfluous and unnecessary, partieiilarly the woill ean-ic.l 
across the island and batteries erected in different parts. Our r>rdiirs 
were for Mr. Mace to survey the fortifications and transmit us his 
opinion of them when we would give such direetions as to us slum id 
appear proper and necessary ; yet whatever was immediately required 
for the security of the island might be performed, IVe iherefrirt; 
approve of pulling down the high buildings of the fort house, rai>ing 
batteries towards the sea for protection o! the castle and £ u*tif:yi!ig 
your piers, because all these are works that wdll admit of no delay. 
But your wall and other outworks begun and carried on witlioiir our 
permission we deem an absolute breach of orders. Fur tlu\<e ihtnu^ 
could be no immediate necessity. Even Mr. De Fiuiek, so loutll}’' eoiii- 
plaiiied of for expensiveness, ivhiehyoii have already more tlrin d mbied, 
could never be brought into such measures. F:om the Indian powers 
it was generally allowed you had little to fear; against an Furo|'M\tn 
enemy some • precautions were necessary, and strengthening the eastle 
and fortifjdng the harbour w^ere wise and Jiulieious ste{;s. The pm; er 
securing of these was all you ought to have done ; seeing that the tmvn 
wall was always too large for your usual garrison to defend, the 
multiplying of w^alls and detached distant batteries must surriy be 
highly absurd. If ever an enemy should land, prudence will dbvet y. »:ir 
drawing away your people, to the defence of your capital, else they’uiay 
be cut off from a retreat, and you from such a misfortune be nnuTle to 
hold out, A recent instance of this misconduct offers at (hahlilure 
(in Madras). Again, whilst in one. part you are spending iraiiiimso sums 
for defence, in another of infinite consequence you are suffering such 
obstructions to be raised as may prove fatal to the place. In all 
garrisons the., fort ought to have- no ■ buildings to impede the gtins or 
shelter an enemy, , . Calcutta through this weakness became an easy 
'conquest, ; And,.;altliough this is notoriously known, yet you have lately 
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permitted {but never before attempted) large and lofty houses to be 
built betwixt the eliiireli and the fort^ with several others coiitigaious, 
and thus your fortifications whieh had a considerable space for its guns 
one v^ay^ is almost blocked up on all sides, an evil we are determined 
to remove, and therefore positively order all such buildings to be 
immediately razed. Nor shall you ever suffer any house to be erected, 
liiit with the approbation in writing of the engineer or gunner 
signifying that it can in no shape detriment the Castle.-^ 

At a Consultation, the 20th November 1761, the Collector 
rcqiresenting that several people have petitioned for permission to 
re]3ui!d their houses wuthin 600 yards of the town wall, and desiring 
the Board's order thereon, he with Mr. Hornby and Holford are 
appointed a committee to incpiire into the matter and to make a report 
thereof to us after examining the several orders wliich have been issued 
on this head since the commencement of the new works. They must 
also take into coiisicleratioii the oeeiipying the waste ground where 
the trees were cut from Dongri to Back Bay, application having been 
made to laiikl houses thereon." 

At a Consultation, the loth December 1761, read the following 
report from the above mentioned committee : In obedience to your 
Honour^ s commands under tlie 20th ultimo we met to consider the 
application made by several people for permission to rebuild their 
liouscs vitbin 600 yards of the town wall. Having examined all 
orders tliat have been issued on that head since the eommeneemeiit of 
the new works we iind a publication was issued in Novemlxu* 1759 
pruhibiting all ])ersons erecting or rebuilding the houses or planting 
young coeoanut trees within the space of 6i).0 yards round the town 
ditch. This puljlication we judge must have been issued in consequence 
of Engineer ,Ue Funek representing the necessity of clearing away 
that s[)ace for an esplanade. But when in March 1760 the proprietors 
of llie houses situate witliiii 600 yards whieh were hmiit down in the 
year 1757 petitioned to rebuild their houses, the late engineer Major 
ilace must have thought it no impediment to the fortifications, 
otherwise he would not have acquiesced in their rebuilding their houses. 
It is plain l\Iajor l\laee did acquiesce from the reports sent in by him 
to the Cullector in April following of the measurement of each 
proprietor's ground, Me cannot find he had any public order for so' 
cb ling. To be fuller satisfied on this head we sent for the present clerk of 
tlie works who imagines that Mr. De Funck^s design was first and imiiie- 
tliaiely tiJ clear 2 .\viw tis far as 400 yards and that whenever the houses' 
or ijarts between that s]'taee and 600 yards fell to -decay, not, to suffer' 
them b) bo reindit. As ti> ilajor Maee p'Ormitting the inhabitants of the 
aibivsaul burnt houses to rebuild on the same spot he cannot pretend 
to aceouiit for his reasons for so doing. , At 'the ' same time he, thinks 
that the distance of 5UU yards will be sufficient -for, an 'esplanade and 
that the houses coiupreheiuled within ■, that distanee should not be 
rebuilt wlieii they fall to decay. Prom all this,,:.your Honour ,w,ili 
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Be. pleased; to .determine .what, is to l>e, done* We beg leave to 
recommend tlmt proper boundaries may be fi'xed at the distance 
of the intended esplanade. AYitli regard to the waste ground 
cleared . away^ for the line of comm'iinication we sent for the old 
.proprietors.. Only two of them accepted the oarts offenxl them in 
track, namely Manoel Baretto and Govindji. The others made 
the. following, proposals r to keep the three ..oarts at Mahim whieli 
■were offered them in track although they barely pay the labour 
and charge of manuring them and to take their respective grounds 
in the line on the new establishment. By this proposal the Iloiioiir- 
able Company will reap as much advantage for the first ten years as 
if they kept- the three oarts at Mdhim in their cmn hands and the 
proprietors of the w^aste ground were to be put in possession of that 
ground on the terms they held it before. For the pension by tlie 
new establishment amounts to three times as much as by the old, and 
after ten years the advantage will be greatly in favour of the 
Company as the pension will increase to six times the old establisli- 
nient. Besides the property of the ground will always remain the 
Company’s. Application having teen made by several distresscfl 
inhabitants of this island for ground to build houses on and tliC 
clerk of the works assuring us the aforesaid waste groiiiid was well 
situated for that purpose^ your Honour will please to order wliich 
you judge proper, returning the ground to tlu‘ old joviprinturs 
on the terms proposed or granting the same to tliose wlto *want to 
build houses thereon on the same rent as is pai<l for ground wiiliin 
the town wall. This last wdll turn to somewhat more advantage 
to the Honourable Company than returning tlio ground to tie* c)Id 
proprietors and wdll also be of great ease to several distressed iiilia* 
bitants. On the other hand, we beg leave to observe thelaiiidiiig of 
houses will be of great prejudice to the old proprietors as tlieir oarts 
are now divided in twmby the line and will require two wheels 
where one used to serve. Building houses will moreover create end- 
less disputes between the old proprietors and the householders. The 
waste ground formerly belonging to Manoel Baretto and Govindji 
ill the line for which the}’ have received oarts in track as al^o a 
small spot belonging to the Honourable Company may eitlier be 
cultivated again or let out to build on as your Iloiioiir ina}' 
think proper A 

At a Consultation on the 29th December 1761, the Board aftc?r 
repemsing the above i-eport agreed that the ivaste ground iit the 
line of commnmeation between Dongri and Bac*k Bay he lot out for 
the rebuilding of houses on the same terms as ground is let within the 
waif namely 11 res the square yard.. In biiikling, the inliabitaiits 
must be goveimed'by such plan, as the engineer may lay down imd 
the old. proprietors of the ground must have the preference of any 
others who may ha desirous of building there.” 

Eegarding the provision made for the unhoused inhabitants, in 
their letter of the 16th April 1762, para 83, the Court write : We 
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approve of the method you have taken to accommodate the useful 
iiiliabitaiits of Bombay with grounds to build upon in the room of 
what was necessary to be taken from them, being agree*a,ble to oicr 
.fornier orders.-^ 

At a Consulfcatioii of the 6th July 1762 the Board decide that as 
many of the inhabitants whose houses have been, long pulled down 
to make an esplanade represent the hardship of their not being paid 
the valuation and request us to take the same into consideration, 
the paymaster is ordered to pay all such claims as do not exceed 
Rs, 400.2 

Regarding house accommodation for Rear Admiral Cornish in their 
letter of 10 th April 1762, para 157, Government write to the Court: 
On tlie^25th August the President laid before us a letter he had re- 
c-eiw^d from Rear Admiral Cornish setting forth the disagreeableness of 
the house allotted for liis residence which from its low situation in that 
rainy season affected his health, and pointing out a house belonging to, 
Mr. Charles Whitehill at that time to be let as, from its commanding a, 
%'iew of the harbour, being well calculated for a commanding ofGcer'^s 
residence. We wu'ote to Mr. Whitehill to know the terms on which 
he would part with the house. He submitted Ixis terms to U'S w^hen we 
agreed to. allow him Rs. 350 a month for two years certain and to give 
the house such trifling repairs as it might require during that interval. 
Upon calculating the rent he received for the warehouses alone we 
thought this a very reasonable offer. Copies of the AdiiiiraPs and 
Mr. WhitehilPs letters on this occasion are in the packet and we hope 
your Honours will approve this step.-^ 

Referring to the above in their letter of 6th Aj)ril 1763, para SI,, 
the Court write to Bombay : The house hired of Mr. Charles White- 
lull for the accommodation and eonvenienee of Rear Admiral Cornish 
we cannot but think a pretty dear one at Rs. 350 a month, notwith- 
staiuling the addition oL* warehouses belonging to it, esp)ecially when 
consider that the keeping it in repair for tw^o years and allowing 
Mr. Wliiteliili another house in its stead are parts- of the agreement. 
We shall make no further remarks on this transaction until we have a 
full and particular aecouiit from you of the several sums of money which 
have been laid out in repairs whitewashing and the like to the time of 
its l)eing delivered back to Mr. WiiitehilL This account you are to. 
send us by the first opportunity for our notice.’^ 

Regarding repairs to the President’s house in their letter of the SOth 
May 1763, para 136, Govemnient wuite to ■ the Court : The beams of 
tlie upper part of the Presidents house being sprung, in. so much that it 
was obliged to be supported '^vith stanchions, we on the 14th of December 
ordered the sub-engineer to survey .and make a. re|).ort to us, of its 
condition and the expense which would be incurred by. repairing it. He 
made his report on the ISth January and. delivered a model of a I'oof of 
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rl¥'- a strong durable eonstractioii and an estimate of wlmt it would fr»si 

itioiis ainoiiritiii^ to .Rs. 5CK)Cb As tlie upper part of the housc.^ in its thtui 

Idiugs. situation was quite tniiiiliabitable^ we ordered tiie repairs to bi cuiiipleh*.! 

as soon as possible^ 

Ice ^ Regarding accommodation for the Secretary's and a<'eoiintant’s 

jdatlon, offit'cs^ oiitliolUtli Ajuil 1762^ paiu 105, Guvcmraent wnca: to tie* 

. Goiirt: As your Honours are paying -a hejwy rent bn* waiv!iouH*s for 
caTFjdiig on the business of the Secretary’s' and accountant’s oi!icc<, 
and as we have experiened from their' sitmtkm that tlio public^ btjuks 
■ and papers are subject to great damage which may in time dt?|)rive us 
of our most valuable records^ we are induced to request your Honours’* 
permission for purchasing or. buiklmg - such a house on 3 'our aeerniiit 
as .’will obviate the cha:rges and ineoiivenienees above mentioned anti we 
shall at tlie same time pay due attention that other savings ma}' accrue 
in the article of warehouse rent.^ 

33 . In reply to the above letter on 6tli April 1763^ para 86^ the Court 

write : We certainly expect that all proper Ctare shall !)e taken cd* uur 
boolvs^ papers, and records; and if the ’warehouses non- hired for eari’\'- 
iiig on the business of the Secretary^ and aeeountaiiV’s ofllees are 
inconvenient and the papers liable to damage, you imi}' einlu'aei? the 
first opportunity of purchasing a house for the purpose, |>Djvide*I }'ou 
can get one on reasonable terms every wa}' 'fit for the occasion, and you 
may lit it up properly in a plain but not expensive nnumorl'' 

64 With a view to provide proper aeeomaiod ition for Governnumt 

records in their letter of 25.th March 1761, pa'ra 99, (i-uvernirient write 
to the Court ; It being' absolutely necessary for the preservation of 
our records to remove the jmblic offices, we shall shortly take into 
consideration the expediency of building or piireliasiiig a. ]>rrmer house 
for tliat purpose. But if building should be^ determined on we fear it 
'Will be necessary to move the records somewhere till the house is tinished 
as many of the books and papers are already greatly damaged b}” tke 
improi>er eonstriietion of the offices now occupied.^ 

On the subject of room for the Secretary and aeeoiintaiiHs offices a 
.Consultation, the. 22nd May 176'!, records Read a letter from the 
Secretary and accountant representing theinconvenieiieestheyexperi- 
enee ill canyittg on the business of their respective offices iVurii the 
' improper' eonstmetion of the places they now ■occupy for that 
and .setting forth the necessity of either building or piircdiasing huii^cs 
•■ . ■ properly: adapted for their use. This letter lieing* maturely eo?i>idereil it 

is observed that our Honourable .Masters are at .present subject to a vi^ry 
extraordinary expense, of .a ' warehouse ' rent which might be saved if 
. . . jiroper warehouses wore built and .which in the end we apprehend wotdd 

turn out much cheaper. As ive are thoroughly satisfied in the justness 
and necessity of the i^epresentations of the Secretary and aeeoimtant, 
ordered that the engineer prepare a plan of a house for the public 
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oiTiee?^ and for tlie sevem! warehouses and apartments that may be 
lleee^s^iry for the several branelies o£ our Honourable Masters-’ business. 
I’iiis with a eaiculate of what it may cost, must be laid before us when 
Wi* si mil o*)iiie to a determination regarding it. . But as the near approach 
of the rainy season renders it absolutely necessary to move the public 
oiiiet^s and the house in which the admirals, captains, and masters of His 
^Majesty' ships have lately lived being now vacant by the departure of 
all ihe naval otiieers, agreecl that it be appropriated to this use until 
Jinotlier house is either built or j^iireliasedd 

'Mi\ Werner aeeordingdy submits the required plan on which at their 
Consultatioiy the LSth June 1764, the Board observe: Mr. Werner 
has (le]i\\u‘od in a plan of the building proposed to be erected for the 
public oiiiccs and the military and general stores together with a 
ealeulate of the expense which will thereby be incurred amounting to 
lis. l,u6,S6o. As this is so large a sum and we may shortly expect to 
have some orders from our Honorable Masters relative thereto, it is 
resolved to defer putting the same into execution for some time longer.- 

Towards the close of the same year, 1764, in their letter of 14th 
December, para 98^ Government write to the Court : In the 99th para 
of our address per Sj)eaker your Honours were advised of our intentions 
to remove the public offices and on the 22nd May the Secretary and 
aceouutant addressed us a letter representing the absolute necessity 
tliere was for coming to some speedy resolution in respect thereto. 
It was then ob.'^erx'cd that your Honours v^ere subject to a very heavy 
exptmse ol warehouse I’ent uliieli might Ijo saved by building proper 
warehouses and which in the end we imagined would turn out cheaper. 
As we were thoroughly satisfied in the justness of the re|)resentation of 
the Secretary and accountant we ordered Captain Werner to prepare a 
plan of a house for the public offices and for the several warehouses and 
apartments that might be necessary for the several branches of your 
lionoiirs'’ business and to lay the same before us with a ealculate of the 
expense. But as the near a2)proaeli of the rainy season rendered it ab- 
sokitely necessary to move the public offices, and as the house in which 
the admiral or captains of His Majesty^s ships had for sometime lived 
was then vacant, we determined to aj)pro|)riate the same to this use 
until another house could be built. On the 19th June Captain Werner 
delivered in the plan and estimate required amounting to Rs. i, 03,838. 
But as lliat was so large a sum and we expected to receive some further 
directions from your Honours on this subject, w^e agreed to defer the 
question for some time longer. On the arrival of the sliips of tliis 
season, c*s no such orders were received, we on the 15th October took the 
matter again into eoiisideration. It was then observed that the house 
uhere the ouiees wore kept would answer the purpose very well and 
wuiiid probably be purchased miieh cheaper than one could be built. And 
as in your commands of the 6tli April 1763, your Honours are pleased to 
give " us a latitude of either building or purchasing, we ordered a 
Committee to survey the house and to report how it would answer the 
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purpose and wliat in tiieir oi^inion- should be given for it. This tliev 
^ did on the 23rd Octoter and the clerk of the works, master builder, anrl 
others whom the committee called upon to value it having estimated 
it at Esv 45,000 The interest of which sum was liiiicii less than ihe 
■ 'rent we'paid'for it, and, as it is- really and essentially necessary J’our 
Honours should have a house of your omi for the public offices, and are 

sensible one so well calculated for the purpose could not be 1 aiilt under 
a long time and for a much larger sum than the above, wm agreed to 
purchase it as also one, adjoining it for Rs, 60,000. Both houses 
together are sufficient for all the different hranehes of your Hoimurs** 
business except the marine. The purchase is a considerable saving as 
your Honours wdll please to perceive by the report entered on ijur 
diary under the 20tli ultimo from the committee appointed to examine 
the second house. As we know these buildings cost much more than tlie 
price paid and that erecting a house to answer all the purposes these 
bouses will answer would have been much more expensive, wm flatter 
ourselves you will approve of our having purchased them and ]>e 
persuaded that nothing but a regard to youi Honours^ interest induced 
us to take this step.-^ 

Before the above letter of December reached the Court, in reply to 
the pimdous Bombay letter of March 1764 the Court in their letter of 
22nd March 1765, para 119, write: In para 99 of your letter of tlie 
25 ih Marcli 1764, yon represent the absolute necessity of a house for 
keeping the records for xvant of which iliej have received damage. 
We should rather choose to purchase than build a house for this 
purpose and permit of ^mur looking out for such a one on our accoinit 
when a favourable opportunity offers, but. for gr’eaT‘r security we wi.-^Ii 
you could find some convenient place for this purpose in t he Castle which 
we therefore recommend to your further eonside rations 

Regarding house accommodation for the Company's wTiters, in tlieir 
letter of 25th April 1765, para 63, Government wTite to tlie Coiirr : 
On the 2nd instant the several writers living in the Casile addre.-se.l us 
a letter, as entered on our proceedings under that date, wherein 
strenuously set forth the very bad condition of their apa-rtmenrs by 
wdiieh their health %vas liable to be much impaired. \\e ixniig sen- 
sible of the justness of their representation, though we ha«l no oriier 
apartments in wliich they could be. properly accommodated, agreed 
'make them an allowance of Rs. 10 a., month for house rent -whieh we 
hope your Honours will approve.^ 

At a Consultation of the 19th February 1765, tlie Collector !ay>* 
before the Board a petition to him from a pi'oprietor ol* tin* oart eut 
dowm iiil759, praying that one of the Honourable Conipmn 's t>arts 
may be given her in lieu of it. As ■ compliance with this 
wdll draw on others of the like kind, as there are many wlis) w;uit 
oarts instead of the full amount of their valuation in money. 
that a publication be immediately issued requiring all persuns wht> 
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have any demands of tliis nature to give in the same to the 
Collector within 21 days from this dated 

At a Consultation of the 6th June 1766 , the Board read the 
following letter from the Collector to the President and Council, 
dated 5th June 1766 : ilgreeable to the directions of the Board for 
enciuiiy into the petitions made by the proprietors of the oarts 
cut down ill the 3 ^ear 1758 for clearing a space where the late 
engineer Mr. Mace intended cariying his line of communication 
from Dorigri to Back Ba}^ as well as of certain oarts cut in August 
1759 for forming an esplanade adjacent to the works at the Apollo 
Gate, I have the honour to report as follows : For the service of 
the intended line of communication parts of ten oarts were cut down 
and truck from the Honourable Companj’^ s oarts at Mahim directed 
to be tendered the proprietors in lieu thereof. Three of the Mahim 
oarts the proprietors accepted, the other four oarts intended as an 
equivalent for the seven remaining have been rejected b}* the pro- 
prietors as in no shape adequate to those taken })y the Honourable 
Company. This is particularly set forth in the several petitions 
accompanying this address. From the report of the Bombay and 
Mahim vereadores the difference in the valuation both of the 
oarts cut down and of those tendered in truck ly the Honourable 
Company amount to Es. 461 1 ^^ loss to the private proprietors. 
In August 1759 five oarts belonging to diflerent inhabitants stand- 
ing witlioiit the Apollo Gate were ordered to be cut down and 
Cuiir valuation calculated at that time agreeable to the old 
establislniient was at Rs. 4 for the first sort of trees, and so in 
proportion. This valuation arnouiiting to Rs. 1713 was ordered to 
be uiaile good to them by the paymaster of the new wmrks. But 
the proprietors refused to accept the same, alleging that the valua- 
tion was in no shape equal to their intrinsic value. They likewise 
requested that tliey might he indulged wdth other oarts of the 
Honourable Companjds in truck for such of theirs as were cut dowm 
for the public service, and wdiich from the late valuation of their 
intrinsic value appears to amount to Rs. 8566 |-. The difference of 
the valuation of the oarts agreeable to the old establishment as 
practised by the vereadores both of Bombay and Mahim, when 
directed to examine any oarts or grounds on behalf of the Honourable 
Compaiijq and the real or intrinsic value proceeds from certain 
rates having formerly been fixed on the establishment of the Bank 
■when any oarts or grounds were tendered as security for money 
taken thereout and for which such oarts or grounds became answer- 
able by mortgage, Elut as of late years the price of cocoanuts has 
greatly increased, it has also occasioned the value of oarts on Bombay 
and Milium to rise in proportion. By that means the present valua- 
tion differs great Ij" from the valuation according to the old 
establishment, wdiicli is seldom used excepting when, a particular ■ 
security is demanded as in loans to the black inhabitants from the 
Honourable Company’s Bank. Great attention is also paid to tlie 
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situation of oarts both in respect to the ground as well as to the water 
necessary for cultivating the trees. This from the report of the 
Mahim vereadores coincides with the reasons alleged by tbe propriet- 
ors for not accepting in truck those tendered them by the Honourable 
Company. In respect to the four vacant spots of ground taken into 
the glacis and covered way near the Bazdr Gate the pi'oprie tors are 
very willing to accept such waste ground as may be allowed them 
by the Honourable Company in proportion to the present valuation 
made by the vereadores/ 

After discussion the Board resolve that it seems evident the 
proprietors of the oarts cut clown in 1758 and 1759 must be con- 
siderable sufferers, if their trees are paid for only at the valuation 
of the old establishment. As we cannot bj^ any means think of 
imposing so great a hardship upon them, it is agreed to pay for 
the oarts at their present intrinsic value and to allow the pro- 
prietors since the time they were cut what oarts at present are 
generally estimated to produce, namely five per cent a year.^ 

In their letter of the 19th February 1766, paragraph 113, Govern- 
ment write to the Court: The Grand Jury at the last quarter 
sessions of the peace having represented that a retaining wall was 
absolutely necessary at the washerman's tank to preserve the main road 
which otherwise was in danger of being entirely washed away, we 
agreed to build the same and to repair the roads hi general upon the 
island as the heavy assessments already laid upon the county and 
which are barely sufficient to defray the expenses will not admit of any 
more being laid on and the badness of the roads is chiefly occasioned by 
your Honouris carts bringing stones and cliunam from Byeulla for the 
use of the fortifications.^ 

The principal engineer liaving represented the necessity of pulling 
dovm some paris of the fort house tbe Board ordered the land paymaster 
to comply therewith as it would in all probability have fallen in 
during the ensuing rainy season.^ 

Eegarding the purchase of new houses for offices and marine stores 
in their letter of 19th February 1766, paragraph 115, Government 
write to the Court : Mr. George England on the 31st December made 
ns a tender of the house and back apartments adjoining to the marine 
house with the warehouses underneath on both sides of the compound for 
Us. 25,000. Being of opinion these buildings should belong to your 
Honours not only from their being so very eontiguoiis to the marine 
house but from the eonveiiieiice of their situation for canying on the 
different branches of the marine business and lodging the stores, we 
appointed Messrs. Price and Boddam with the master attendant to survey 
the same. On the 7th ultimo they reported to us that having taken to 
their assistance the most sldlfiil master builders and carpenters together 


] Pub. Diary 46 of 1766, 341 - .343. - Pub. Diary 46 of 1766, 339. 
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with such other persons as they judged would be of most use^ the 
apartments and warehouses had been each surveyed and valued 
separately^ the amount valuation of the whole being Rs. 27_,675 as 
your Honours will please to perceive on reference to the report entered 
on our Diary under the above date; The committee further represented 
that these buildings were most conveniently situated by the sea-side 
and would be very serviceable in lodging the marine stores free from 
damp or damage and for the public offices and many other purposes 
appertaining* to that department for which and to prevent their falling 
into private hands which for many reasons would be improper they 
Judged it for your Honours'^ interest to accept Mr. England'’s offer. 
This we accordingly did and annexed the upper apartments to the 
marine house and the warehouses we have appropriated to the purpose 
above mentioned^ 

In their letter of 19tli February 1766, paragraph 116, Government 
write to the Court : The warehouses in which the military stores have 
for some years past been kept being to be sold at public outcry when 
it was probable they would sell very cheap, we empowered the land 
paymaster to bid as far as Rs. 16,000 for them on your account. At 
this price we thought it w' ould be much for your interest to purchase 
them as the interest of that sum was only Rs. 120 a month, whereas 
you have paid Rs. 225 a month rent for them ever since you occupied 
them besides the expense which would necessarily be incurred by 
removing the stores and fitting np another house for their reception. 
The land paymaster went to the sale accordingly and we have the 
pleasure to acquaint you purchased the warehouses for Rs. 10,000^ 
which is certainly a very cheap purchase, more especially as they were 
ready fitted and in every respect well calculated for the use to which 
they are put and the upper part of the house purchased from Mr. 
Hunter which was included for this purpose being thereby become 
vacant and Mr. Spencer having no house allotted him we determined to 
tender it to him and he is to inhabit it accordingly.^ 

Referring to these purchases in their letter of 4th April 1767, 
paragraphs 80-83, the Court write to Bombay: The purchase of a 
house from Mr. England for Rs. 18,000 and warehouses of the same 
gentleman to the amount of Rs. 9675 appears to us much more than 
you ought to have given, particularly the house, as the gentlemen who 
surveyed them intend them for no other purpose than to put stores 
in. Another warehonse has been purchased of one Mr. Hunter for 
Rs. 10,000, the upper part of which we observe was given to Mr. Spencer 
to live in. From this we judge that the high price we are charged for 
places which you call warehouses is owing to the apartments over them 
and are valued accordingly ; whereas they are no further serviceable to 
us than mere warehouses. We are not at all obliged to provide our 
servants with elegant apartments ; if there is not a number sufficient 
for them, a settled allowance in money is paid in lieu of it. We must 


ipiib. Dep, Letters to the Ooiirt Vol. 13 of 1766, 80- 8L Tab. Diary 45 of 1765, 
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observe liere that for some years past under various pretenees oiir 
servants at your Presidency have purchased many buildings from 
gentlemen leaving the island, which in general have appeared more for 
the interest of those gentlemen than that of your Employers. To 
prevent this in future we positively order that no houses or warehouses 
be purchased on our account until leave is first obtained from us. If 
on any particular emergency warehouses should be wanted which we 
suppose can only be for a short time, you must in that case hire them. 
We understand Mr. Sedgwicke has some that are conveuient. If so, 
you may give him the preference, as he has been a very old servant of 
the Company's and we think merits this indnlgenee.-*- 

At a Consultation on the 22nd January 1768 the Board record 
the following opinion : The upper part of the fort house having 
lately been entirely taken down and the lower apartments thereby 
rendered unfit for keeping stores until as originally intended a proper 
bomb-proof roof' is thrown over them we have been under the 
necessity of appropriating for stores the apartments in the Castle 
occupied by the junior servants. As even before this the number of 
aparWents was so insuffcient as to render the "construction of more 
indispensable and as there is space for two sets of rooms at each end 
of the bandar, the building of them is ordered to be set about imme- 
diately an estimate of the expense being previously laid before 

The Bombay Diary of the 1st November 1768 has the following 
entry ; A plan of the alterations necessary to render the marine house 
suitably commodious for the marine paymaster and superintendent now 
being laid before us together with an estimate of the expense which 
will thereby be incurred amounting to Es. 8615-0-58, the same are 
ordered to be carried into immediate execution.® 

A month later, 2nd December 1768, paragraph 81, Government 
write to the Court : In consequence of your commands the land pay- 
master was ordered to cause such alteration to be made to the marine 
house as might be necessary for rendering it suitably commodious 
both for the marine paymaster and superintendent. This is accordingly 
now doing and will cost Rs. 8615-0-58 as by an estimate laid before 
us the 1st ultimo.^ 

At a Consultation on the 26th January 1770, read a petition 
for compensation from the owmers of the batty grounds occupied 
for the esplanade contiguous to the west gate : Eesolved that 
the petition be refen^ed to the new fortification paymaster, the 
collector, and the principal engineer to report what such grounds 
annually produce.^ 

At a Consultation of the 2nd February 1770 read the following 
letter from the Committee to the President, dated 29 tli January 
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1770 : Enclosed your Honour will receive account valuation of 
sundry houses within the town wall represented by Colonels 
Campbell and Keating as necessary to be removed. All such as are 
to the west'ward of the Bazdr Gate, the principal engineer requests 
may accordingly at once he removed; the removal of those to the 
eastward may, he apprehends, be deferred till next season. Agreed 
that Hs. 9132-1-26, the value of the westward houses, be made good 
to the proprietors and ground be allowed them on which to rebuild 
their houses.^ 

At a Consultation of the 17th August 1770 read the following 
report from the Committee to the President, dated 25th June 1770 : 
In consequence of your Honour^s orders to us of the 27th January 
and the 9th March last, with the assistance of the vereadores and 
mhaLaras we have valued such oarts of cocoanut trees as are with- 
in the line recommended by Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell to be 
cleared away and added to the esplanade. We now enclose to your 
Honour the vereadores’ report of the same as also report of the 
batty grounds occupied by the Honourable Company contiguous 
to the west gate of the town. Resolved that the proprietors of 
the oarts which have been cut down for the new works must have 
others allowed them to produce the annual rent shown in the 
valuation now laid before ns by the committee appointed for 
tliat purpose. The proprietors of batty grounds to be paid in money 
or have other grounds in exchange and such trees to be cut down 
as the engineer thinks immediately necessary.® 

At a Consultation on the 1 Ith September 1770, after reconsidering 
our resolution for giving oarts in exchange for those cut down on 
account of the new works contiguous to the town, the Collector is 
ordered to cause the oarts to be given in exchange to be valued in 
the same manner as those cut down laying a report-valuation there- 
of before tlie Board previous to their being distributed. Should any 
person be dissatisfied with the lot which may then be assigned him 
he must be paid in money for his oart cut down and the lot assigned 
him in exchange must be sold to make good the amount,® 

At a Consultation of the 7th November 1770, the Board read a 
letter from the Collector enclosing an account of the oarts intended 
to be given in lieu of those cut and to be cut down ; also another 
account whei-eby it appears the Honourable Company would sustain 
a loss of Rs, 17,433-1-50 by valuing the oarts at their annual produce 
instead of at their intrinsic value. These being considered we are of 
opinion the most certain way of ascertaining their real value will 
be to sell them at public outcry for whatever they will fetch. This 
the Collector and chief at Mahini are ordered to do, the amounts 
realised to be appropriated towards paying for the oarts cut down.^ 

At a Consultation of the 18th February 1771, the Board read the 
following report from the paymaster of the new fortifications 
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acquainting the Board that the Principal Engineer represents it 
necessary that the small houses at present occupied by hamdls and other 
indigent people between the Church and Bazar Gates should be removed. 
To this the Board agree. The Board further order that the groiuid so 
cleared be allotted to the proprietors of the larger houses which from 
being too near the ramparts are under orders to be pulled down. As 
in the present want of space no coeoaimt plantations ought to he 
permitted within the town, it is further agreed the private proprietors 
of oarts be obliged either to let them out for house building or to give 
them up to the Company on their valuation.^ 

At a Consultation of the 23rd April 1771, the Board read the following 
letter from Mr. Gregory Page, clerk of the peace, to the President and 
Council, dated the 20th April 1771. The Grand Jury at the last 
sessions represented to His Majesty^s Justices that the ruinous 
condition of the present Town Hall, added to the great inconvenience 
attending the holding the sessions there from the want of proper 
apartments for the juries, with rooms for the prisoners and evidences, 
rendered the constructing a new ball or the complete repairing of the 
present so essentially necessary that they recommended to the Court 
to carry the same into execution.^ Kesolved that the consideration of 
this letter be deferred.^ 

At a Consultation of the 24th July 1771, the Board read the following 
letter from the Clerk of the Peace to the President, dated Bombay Town 
Hall 23rd July 1771 : The Grand Jury have also again presented the 
Town Hall as being unsuitable improper and dangerous. The Court 
particularly concur in the propriety of this part of their presentment 
and have enjoined me strongly to recommend to your Honour the 
providing a Town Hall more secure suitable and commodious than the 
present 0116 .“^ The Board resolved that the consideration of the above 
letter be deferred.^ 

At a Consultation of the 21st May 1771, the Board appointed 
Mr. Nathaniel Stackhouse a member of the committee for inspecting 
the buildings within the town walls. They ordered that in future the 
land paymaster and collector of the rents and revenues should be 
constant members of the said committee.^ 

At a Consultation of the 26th June 1771, the Board ordered that 
former directions for cutting do wm all the trees within 600 yards of 
the fortifications be enforced.'^ 

At a Consultation of the 6th August 1771, the Board read a 
petition from sundry fazandars owners of oarts situated wfitliin 600 
yards of the new works and on that account ordered to be pulled down 
representing the losses they have inemu-ed by the orders which have at 
different times been issued regarding the oarts within that distance of 
the works and requesting the Board^s consideration thereof. Ordered 
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tlie Collector make diie enqiiiiy into the merits of their petition and 
report the same 4 

At a Consultation i)£ the 20th August 1771, the Board read the 
following letter from Mr. Robert Garden, Collector, to the President 
and Council, dated 19tli August 1771 : In compliance with your 
orders I have examined into the merits of the petition of sundry 
fazandars owners of carts within 600 yards of the town wall. I am of 
opinion that at the time they were prohibited from building houses 
and planting young trees in their said grounds, they were offered 
other oarts in truck, or to be paid the value of the present carts 
in money. They declined the said offer, and preferred keeping 
possession of their own oarts till such time as there was an absolute 
necessity for cutting down the eocoanut trees, I therefore apprehend 
they have no right to the allowance they petition for. Such of the 
fazandars wdiose oarts w^ere taken possession of and the trees cut down a 
twelve-month ago are certainly entitled to some consideration from the 
HoiPble Company. Either the amount of the annual produce should be 
made good to them, or if judged equitable by your Honour, they should 
receive five per cent on the intrinsic valuation of the lands as was 
practised in 1766. The five per cent payment will cause a saving to 
the Honourable Company of above one-half ; by the enclosed account 
the annual produce of the oarts is Rs. 2733-1-55, while five per 
cent on the intrinsic value is only Rs. 1151-2-15. From this 
also may be deducted Rs. 668 the amount of ground rent for houses 
received hy the different proprietors of the said oarts. I think, 
however, if only five per cent on the valuation is allowed, the ground 
rent should be continued to the proprietors. With regard to the 
petition of the Bhandaris, it appears that 5835 eocoanut trees have been 
cut down since the date of their lease of which 1679 were allotted to 
the Bhandaris to draw toddy from. It therefore rests with your 
Honour whether you will direct the fazandars to allot the Bhandaris an 
equal number of trees from the oarts which the fazandars have received 
in lieu of those taken from them or from such of their oarts as are 
most contiguous to the town of Bombay.^ 

• ^ Resolved that the following directions be given : Such of the fazandars 
whose oarts were actually taken possession of and the trees cut down 
about twelve months ago, are to be allowed five per cent on their 
intrinsic value agreeable to the Collector'^s recommendation. The 
Collector must also cause a number of eocoanut trees to be allotted to 
the Bhandaris for drawing toddy in the Bombay woods equivalent to 
those cut down and at the same prices.^ 

At a Consxdtation of the 20tli August 1771 the Board read two 
petitions, one from sundry Purvoes the other from sundry Muham- 
madan proprietors of houses situated within 600 yards of the works 
and therefore ordered to be pulled down, desiring that the proprietors 
of certain oarts may be directed to permit of their building thereon, 
for which they are willing to pay the highest ground rent It is 
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ordered tliat tlie fazandars permit; tlieir building in any oart not \sitlun. 
one tlioiisand yards of the works on their paying the usual gTOiind 
rentd At the same Consultation the Board resolved and ordered that 
in future no buildings shall be erected within one thousand yards of 
the new works on any aecount whatever.^ 

At a Consultation of the 22nd August 1771, the Board resolved 
that in future the committee of surveys jointly with the Collector be 
the committee for inspecting all buildings carrying on witliin tlie 
town wall/"^ 

At a Consultation of the 22nd August 1771, read the following letter 
from the committee of surveys to the President and Coimeil, dated 
22iid August 1771 : In obedience to your directions last Council day 
we have surveyed the ground between the Prinee'^s and Banian bastions. 
We are of opinion that it will be necessary to remove six bouses in 
order to make room for a place of arms to protect the works on that 
side of the town. When these bouses are removed there will be a place 
of arms of the following dimensions ; 128 feet on the north, 206 feet 
on the south, 317 feeb on the west, and 330 feet on the east side. The 
valuation of the whole will amount to about Es. 3000. W^e have 
further to represent to yoiir Honour that it will be necessary to stop 
the buildings that are going on there by permission of the committee 
within the town walls.'^ Ordered that the houses the committee 
recommend be pulled down the valuation of which amounting to about 
Es. 3000 must be paid to the proprietors. A stop must immediately 
be put to the buildings carrying on there. ^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th February 1772 ; Read a 
petition from Raghunath BaMji Purvoe owner of a house situated 
in Church Street representing that he had nearly completed rebuilding 
the same when the committee of surveys put a stop thereto ; and re- 
questing permission to complete it. On this the committee acquaints 
the Board that they put a stop thereto only^ till they could examine 
whether there were any mders against the black proprietors rebuild- 
ing their hoas(3s in that street l^iit they find there are none. It is 
therefore agreed that he be permitted to complete his house. ^ 

At a Consultation of the 2r)th February 1772 the Board record:' 
As there is great want of ground within the town walls for 
Europeans to build, and as the Church Street is a very proper 
place for that purpose, resolved that the present proprietors be posi- 
tively prohibited repairing their houses. Tiiis we hope will be a means 
of iiiducmg them to sell to Europeans on reasonable terms. The 
Secretary to issue a proclamation to the above purpose.''' 

A Consultation of the 25th February 1 7 7 2 records : The shops 
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to tlie soiitli of Clmrcli Street having become a great nuisance, 
ordered that they be all removed to the bazar. In future no shop must 
be permitted to the south of the north side of Church Streets 

At a Consultation of the 25th February 1772 the Board record : 
The valuation of all the remaining houses situated within dOO jwds of 
the new works^ and on that account necessary to be pulled down, 
is now laid before the Board amounting to Es. .98, .986-2-86. 
Ordered that the amount be made good to the respective proprietors 
by the new fortification paymaster and that the houses be pulled down 
as soon as possible beginning with those nearest to Fort George. Five 
per cent from the amount to be paid each person, must be deducted 
by the paymaster for the clerk of the works in consideration of this 
trouble in having valued the same.^ 

At a Consultation, the 2nd December 1772, the Board read the fol- 
lowing petition from the owners of some houses ordered to be pulled 
down : That your Honours poor petitioners humbly beg leave to 
represent that some time after their houses were destroyed by fire, the 
then enoineer Major Mace promised to give the S23ot of gnouiid of 
their said houses to those whose houses were pulled down from near 
the gate to remove their houses to. On this your petitioners made 
request to the then Honourable Governor to have the said ground for 
their houses, as the same belonged to them and as they had their stones 
and the fioors of their destroyed houses still remaining on the gTouiid. 
The then Honourable Governor directed the committee to take a 
view thereof and grant them their old land to rebuild their houses 
each on his own site. Accordingly the committee ordered the engi- 
neer to measure out each his ground of old houses and grant them 
permission for rebnilding their houses on the same, provided they 
wmuld build strong large tiled houses. This your petitioners accepted 
and built strong large tiled houses. Two years thereafter the rest of 
your Honour’s petitioners’ neighbours asked permission to rebuild 
houses on their ground which the then engineer did grant them on 
their passing a writing not to take a valuation of their houses. It 
follows that those who have passed their vrriting ought not to take a 
valuation. Those who have not passed any such writing applied to 
Benj. Jervis Esquire, new fortification jwmasfcer, for an order to 
value their houses. Mr. Jervis was pleased to direct Mr. Spaeth to 
make the like valuation which the said Mr. Spaeth has done excluding 
those who had passed a writing not to take a valuation. This your 
petitioners humbly desire your Honour will be graciously pleased to 
order to be paid them, who, ever since they have been obliged to demol- 
ish their said houses for the service of the Honourable Company, are 
suffering very much being unable to rebuild them on several other 
different spots of ground. The charge of pulling the houses down and 
removing them each to his place, costs much more money than the 
valuation and as much more it will cost them in rebuilding those 
houses.^ . ■ ' , • • 
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Ordered that on examining the records should it appear that the 
petitioners were permitted to build on the ground they mention, the 
valuation of their houses must be paid except to such as entered into 
an obligation to demand no compensation.^ 

At a Consultation o£ the 6th January 1773 the Board read the fol- 
lowing letter from Mr. Robert Garden, Collector, to the President and 
Council, dated 4th January 1773 : In obedience to your orders of the 
13th ultimo I have inspected the registers of my office and find that 
what is set forth by the petitioners with regard to their having per- 
mission to rebuild their houses is true. It is but just therefore that 
they should be paid valuation. In the accompanying list which was 
delivered to me with the petition I observe the names of Goviiidji 
Coppersmith and Raiioji Barber, the house of the former valued 
at Rs. 22-3-48 and of the latter at Rs. 35-2-65. To these no 
valuation should be paid as they are of the number who agreed to 
rebuild on condition that, whenever it might be deemed necessary to 
j)nll down their houses, it should be done without their being entitled 
to any compensation. I further submit it to the consideration of your 
Honour whether the valuation of Rs. 18-1-69 for the house of 
Govindji Trimbakji Tailor should be paid him as it does not appear by 
our registers he had any permission to build it, nor has he ever paid a 
single res of tax for it to the Company.^ 

Ordered that (except the three he mentions) valuation of the houses 
in the Collector's list be paid.^ 

A Consultation of the 19th February 1773 has the following: 
Directions were given to the late engineer Lieutenant- Colon el Keating 
under the 20th of August 1771 that no person whatever should be 
permitted to build any hoase of stone and elmnam within one thousand 
yards of the crest of the glacis all round the works. Understanding' 
that the same has not been exactly observed, it is resolved and agreed 
that the Secretary issue a publication to that effect advertising all 
persons who may disobey the same that their houses will be certainly 
removed and no compensation allowed. The acting engineer must 
fix proper boundaries at the above mentioned distance.'^ 

At a Consultation of the 16th March 1773, the Board read a peti- 
tion from the caste of people called Kolis, requesting as their houses 
contiguous to the works are ordered to be pulled down that the ground 
formerly marked for rebuilding the same may now be appropriated to 
that use. This is agreed to and the new fortification paymaster is 
ordered to cause the Kolis^ houses to be directly pulled down and to 
put them in possession of the ground formerly allotted them for 
re-building their houses.^ 

At a Consultation of the 8th February 1774 the Board read the 
following letter from the committee appointed to enquire into the 
merits of a petition from Moormen to the President and Council, dated 
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Bombay 5th February 1774i : Having in consequence of your Honour''s 
orders examined into the merits of a petition delivered to the Board by 
Shdtudin Patel eommandant-subheddr, and others_, we called on them 
to prove their assertion that for the sake of four dolkars or net owners 
they were to be sufferers^ each of which dolkars had two or three liouses- 
Confronted with the Kolis the petitioners declared they did not know 
that any of the dolkars/ patels^ or Kolis whose houses were ordered to be 
pulled down had any house or houses without the line ; but that the said 
assertion respected other dolkars and patels who live without the line 
and have some of them several houses. Out of the 140 houses valued 
and ordered to be removed from the ridge of Dongri hill to the spot 
formerly allotted them we find that 83 are the property of the Dongri 
fishing and palanquin Koli casted 

It is therefore agreed^ though it will be attended with a small 
additional ex 2 }ense to the Comj)any, that the Kolis*’ houses be valued at 
their true worth as well as those situated on the spot to which they 
are to remove. The value of the Kolis^ new houses must be made good 
to the proprietors out of the value of the Kolis^ old houses^ and the Kolis 
must then be put in possession of the ^petitioners’’ houses.^ 

At a Consultation of the 5th March 1774^ the land paymaster 
lays before the Board an estimate of the expense of the repairs 
necessary before the rains to all the Honourable Company’s build- 
ings, comjDiised in his books under the head of fortification and 
house repairs. Regarding these rej)airs which amount to Es. 12/283 
2 qrs. 18 res he requests the directions of the Board. As it appears 
these repairs are absolutely necessary, ordered that he cause them to be 
executed accordingly.*'^ 

At a Consultation of the 13tli April 1774, the provisional new forti- 
fication paymaster, pursuant to order, j)resents to the Board an estimate 
of the full valuation of the Kolis^ houses on the ridge of Dongri hill, 
which are ordered to be j)ulled down on account of the new works. 
He also presents an estimate of the full value of those houses situated on 
the spot pitched uj)on for rebuilding the Kolis*’ houses ; the former of 
these amounts to Rs. 11,241-0-4 and the other to Es. 5616-3-67. 
As our treasury is so very low it is ordered that the houses be permitted 
to remain till we may be better enabled to discharge the amonnt of their 
valuation.^ 

At a Consultation of the 11th Octobei! 1774, read a petition from 
the proprietors of the batty grounds without the Church Gate, which 
now form part of the esplanade, requesting that their value may be 
j)aid and that they may be allowed a compensation for what they have 
lost by not having been permitted to cultivate the fields for several 
years. As it appears to us reasonable that the loss should be made 
good to them in like manner as was done to the proprietors of the oarts 
that were cut do^vn for the same purpose, the Collector is ordered to 
adjust the same with them on such terms as may aj^pear equitable 


i Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, 68, 69. 3 Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, 60 - 61. 

3 Pub. Diary 65 of 1774, 222. /Pub. Diary 66 of 1774, 306, 
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between tlie Company and the proprietors^ and to pay them wbat he 
may think reasonable/ 

At a Consultation ofthe 6th April 17 75j the land paymaster lays 
before the Board an estimate of the repairs necessary to be given to all 
tbe Company's buildings against the approaching rains amounting to 
Rs. 11,225-2-19. Ordered that as these repairs are represented to be 
necessary they be completed accordingly/ 

In August 1775 the traveller Parsons wrote the following description 
of Bombay : The town of Bombay is near a mile in length from Apollo 
gate to that of the Bazar and about a quarter of a mile broad in the 
broadest part from the Bunda (Bandar) across the Green, to Church gate, 
which is nearly in the centre as you walk round the walls between 
Apollo and Baz5r gate. There are likewise two marine gates, with 
a commodious wharf and cranes built out from each gate, beside a 
landing place for passengers only. Between the two marine gates is 
the Castle properly called Bombay Castle, a very large and strong 
fortification wliieli commands the bay. The works round the town 
are so many and the bastions so very strong and judiciously situated 
and the whole defended with a broad and deep ditch so as to make a 
strong fortress, which, while it has a suflieient garrison and provisions, 
may bid defiance to any force which may be brought against it. Here 
is a spacious Green, capable of containing several regiments exei’cising 
at the same time. The streets are well laid out and the buildings 
(namely gentlemen^s houses) so numerous and handsome as to make 
it an elegant town. The soil is a sand, mixed with small gravel, which 
makes it always so clean, even in the rainy season, that a man may 
walk all over the town within half an hour after a heavy shower with- 
out dirtying his shoes. The esplanade is very extensive and as smooth 
and even as a bowling-green -which makes either walking or riding 
round the town very pleasant.^ 

At a Consultation of the 26th December 1775, the Board order 
that the houses on the ridge of Dongri hill be immediately removed 
agreeable to former order and the proprietors be paid for the same 
agreeable to the valuation made by the clerk of the works 

At a Consultation of the 18th January 1776 the Board read the 
following letter from Mr. James Sibbald, new fortification paymaster, 
to the President and Council, dated the 9th January 177 6 : In consequence 
of your order of the 29th ultimo to immediately pull down the Kolis^ 
houses situated on the ridge of Dongri hill and to pay their proprietors 
agreeable to the valuation formerly taken, the engineer has had 
directions accordingly. But as your Honour has not been pleased in the 
accompanying order to the paymaster under the 18th of February 1774 
to signify whether it is your intention that the Kolis should have the 
materials of their houses pulled down as well as the full value thereof, 

I request your orders on this head. It is certain, although they be 
permitted this indulgence, that they will yet be sufferers by the removal 


J PuK Diary 66 of 1774, 707. 2 Pul). Diary 67 of 1775, 308. 

^ Parsons’ Travels in Asia and America (1808), 216. * Pub. Diary 68 of 1775, 867 
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of their houses.^ Ordered that as is always usual the proprietors of the 
houses pulled down be i:)ermitted to carry away the materials they 
being of little value and no use to the Company.® 

At a Coiisultation of the 80 th January 1776^ read a report from the 
OoMuiittee appointed to line out the ground for the marine yard at 
Mazgaon Dock and enclosing an account valuation of the houses 
necessary to be removed amounting to Rs. 1179. These houses are 
ordered to be taken down aceordingly and the yearly ground rent of 
Rs. 36-0-80 is to be deducted from the rent paid by the present 
farmer.^ 

In the Bombay Diary of the 21st June 1776 the following entry 
Occurs : Early this morning a fire was discovered in the Honourable 
Company's house allotted for the superintendent which although every 
possible assistance was afforded was entirely consumed and the adjoining 
house occupied by the marine paymaster.^ 

Two weeks latei-j 9th July 1776/ the Board direct: The marine 
house and the superintendent's house having been lately destroj^ed by 
fire, the acting magistrate must ta’ce the necessary depositions and 
endeavour to discover the cause of this accident which is yet unknown, 
and the land paymaster is directed to cause the ruins to be surveyed 
and to lay a report of their state before us.^ 

On the 30th July 1776 Government read a letter® from Mr. Robert 
Garden^ a justice of the peace, dated 18th July 1776, with two deposi- 


i Pub. Diary 69 of 1776, 17. ^ pjary 69 of 1776, 10. 

3 Pub. Diary 69 of 1776, 35. 4 pu]^^ pi^ry 70 of 1776, 658-559. 

»Pub. Diary 70 of 1776, 567. 

® Mr. Gardea’s Letter runs : Enclosed you will please to receive the depositions of 
Messrs. George Emptage and Samuel Patterson, two gentlemen wbofrom tbeir situation 
I thought were Hkeiy to give me the best information relative to the cause of the late 
fire. 1 have also made inquiry of several others who were present shortly after the 
fire was first discovered hut cannot learn from any of them the original cause of it. 
Most of them however concur with Mr. Emptage in opinion that had the engines been 
in good order and properly managed the Marine House might have been saved. 
(1) The deposition of Oapt. George .Emptage taken on oath before me Hoberfc Garden 
Esquire, one of his Majesty's Justices of Peace : This deponent being first duly sworn 
saith that he was awoke about 3 o’clock in the morning of the 21st ultimo by one of 
his boys telling him Mr, Ulatson’s house was on fire ; that he ran over to the place 
when he saw the flames break through the windows of the room over the passage and 
that the fire appeared to have proceeded from the room behind that it broke out from. 
That the gates and doors were all shut and nobody stirring in or about the house ; 
that the fire not being so furious but that had the engines been brought that could 
have been made use of, and they well supplied, this deponent does firoily 
believe the Marine House might have been saved, but that the assistance necessary 
coming too late it was not possible under those circumstances to have saved that 
house, and further he saith not. —Signed George Emptage, Sworn, before me the 
day and year above written.— Signed Bobert Garden. (2) The deposition of 
Mr. Samuel Patterson, clerk to the executors to the estate of John Ulatson Esqriire, 
taken on oath before me, Bobert Garden Esquire, oue of His Majesty’s Justices of 
Peace : This deponent being first duly sworn deposeth and saith that some months 
before the fire that happened the 21st of last June, an alarm was given of fire which 
proved to be in a room to the north of the hall of the house Mr- Ulatson lived in, but 
was soon put out. It was occasioned by a bale of raw silk having taken fire from some 
unknown cause, That room never was entered from that day to the 21st June last, 
to the best of this deponent’s recollection, at night or any other time with a light, but 
that while he had charge of the goods in that room, wrhich was about a month before 
the last fire happened, he is positive no light was ever carried into it. That this 
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tions and recorded the following Eesolution on the evidence before them : 
Lad a letter from Mr. Gai'den accompanying some depositions 
taken by him in consequence of onr orders respecting the_ late fiie at 
Se maLe and superintendent’s houses. As nt appears thereby that 
thtprogress of the fire might have been stopped had the^engines been 
S ™ order, it is rWved that in future they be put under 
LrL of the major of ai-tillery who must be directed to work them as 
often as may be necessary with the artillery lascais to keep thorn in 

proper order. . t r 

At the same Consultation of 30th July 1776 Government read ^so 
the following report from the principal engineer Mr. Nilson, regarding 
the state and condition of the marine and superintendent s houses 
burnt down bv the late fire ; The whole roof of the mam building, the 
ceiling's tlie floors windows and doors have mostly been consumed 
bv the lire, the two terrace floors of the front and back verandas are 
vCTV little damaged, the wood work of the staircase is partly destroyed 
and must be reiflaced with new. It appears also that the whole of the 
fronts and partition walls of the upper part of the building have been 
raised on and supported by a frame of timber owing to the greatest 
part of the walls of the first floor being partly mud and sandstone and 
partly sandstone and chunam, and, as the abovementioned frame is 
entirely consumed, it will be necessary in ease the house should be 
rebuilt to pull down all the fronts and partition walls and erect such a 
frame of wood as it had before as the lower walls of this building are not 
stronw enough to support such weight without the frame. Part of the 
roof the right wing is burnt and some pillars in the verandas broke 
down ; the greatest part of the roof of the left wing is consumed, as are 
also some doors and windows, and some partition walls and pillars 
are pulled down. The main building of the superintendent’s house is 
entiiuly destroyed, namely roofs, ceilings, staircase, floorings, doors, and 
windows. Two partition walls are fallen down and the whole of 
this in a totally ruined condition, but the apartments and offices 
near the sea side are all complete. On this the Board record : Read 
a report of the present state and eondition_ of the mai-ine and 
superintendent’s houses. Ordered that the estimates be made by the 
acting engineer and clerk of the w orks with other proper persons, of 
the expense of rebuilding them upon the original plan with stone and 

chunam and of rebuilding them on frames of timber.^ 

On receipt of the required estimates at their Consultation of 11th 
December 1776 Government dheet: The land paymaster now lays 

deponent the time tlie fire happened on the 21st June in the morning was asleep in 
the bungalow at the back of the house on fire ; that the evening before the fire did 
happen this deponent had Slipped in the room next to that in which the goods were 
and which is supposed first to have taken fire, and the only light that was in the room 
with him at supper was a candle which he took away with him into the bungalow. 
The bale of raw silk that occasioned the first fire was at that time- not in the house, 
having been taken out and sold some time before, and further this deponent saith 
not, except that the room in which the goods were had not been opened for about 
three days before the fire.— Signed Samuel Patterson, Sworn befoie me the day and 
year above written,— -Signed Robert Garden* Pub, Diary 70 of 1776? 604 - 606* 

1 Pub. Diary 70 of 1776, 596. 
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before us according to order two estimates of the expense of rebuilding 
the marine house, one of erecting it upon frames of timber amounting 
to Ks. 33^09 6-0-60j and the other of rebuilding it from the ground 
with stone and ehtinam amounting to Es. 48^912~2“35. Kesolved 
before we determine upon either of these p^ans that we make the ex- 
periment if this work cannot be executed cheaper by contract. Ordered 
therefore that notices be affixed that w^e will receive sealed proposals 
from any person or persons who will contract to rebuild this house 
agreeable to the plan now before us by which the estimates were 
formed.^ 

Next year^ 1777, at their Consultation of 8th January Government 
record : No proposals having yet been delivered for rebuilding the 
marine house by contract and the price of timber wdiich will be the 
principal article of ex|)ense being at present very high, it is resolved 
to defer this work until the pleasure of our Honourable Masters is 
known, by which time we hoj)e the j)riee will be reduced.^ 

A year later, 19th March 1778, the Court express their disapproval 
of both proposals: We have determined they say not to consent for 
the present to any marine house being built.^ 

At a Consultation of the 12th May 1779 the Board record : As a 
proposal is now before us for enlarging the Esplanade, we think it 
very improper to erect buildings thereon winch may in a short time 
be again pulled down. Some other accommodations must therefore be 
found for the first battalion of sepoys. It appears to us the barracks 
on Old Woman^s Island will very w^ell answer the purpose.^ 

At a Consultation of the 8th March 1780 the Board read a letter 
from Mr. Lawrence Nilson, principal engineer, to the President and 
Coimeil, dated 15th February 1780 : I have removed a very large 
and extensive sandbank on that part of the es23lanade next to the sea. 
At the same time I was nnder the necessity of leaving the burjung 
grounduntonehed along wffiose whole length of 380 and half of its breadth 
of 240 feet runs a san&ank more than eight feet high above the common 
level and not more than five hundred yards from the nearest cannon of the 
place. As this renders it very commodious for an enemy to erect 
batteries on, the removal of the burial ground becomes highly 
advisable. As it is necessary to have another place ajDpointed for the 
purpose of burying the dead, I have to request your Honours 
orders for enclosing another place for that purpose where your Honour- 
able Board shall please to direct. After this as soon as it shall be judged 
jproper or be found, absolutely necessary the high bank on the 2 )resent 
burying ground may be removed. A house belonging to Janoji 
mnkadam of weavers stands directly in the gorge of the Mandvi 
bastion and at present impedes the carrying on the bomb-proofs next 
to the new magazine. As it is absolutely necessary that Jdnoji^s house 
should be removed, I have to request your Honourable Board to be 


^ Pub. Diary 70 of 1776, 891. 2 Ptib. Diary 71 of 1777, 21. 

3 Pub. Dep. CoiirPs Letters Vol. 10 of 1778 -1782, 36. 

4 Pub. Diary 75 of 1779, 287. Comp, of Standing Or d; Vol. 2 of 1759 -1788, 200- 
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pleased to give orders for the removal of the house as soon as possi- 
Me.^'/ 

Ordered that he examine and fix tipoti a proper spot fora mw 
burying ground taking care that it be at such a distance fronl the 
works as not to be liable to any further removal. The house he mentions 
must be valued and removed as soon as possible.^ 

At a Consultation of the 10th April 1780 the Board read the follow- 
ing letter from Lawrence Nilson Esquire, principal engineer, to the 
President and Council, dated the 30th March 1780: I have the honour 
to enclose a valuation of the house of J^noji weaver situated in the 
gorge of the Mandvi bastion, which I take the liberty to request your 
Honourable Board will be pleased to order payment of.® Ordered the 
valuation of the weaver’^s house, Es. 1835-2-20, must be paid to the 
proprietor.^ 

At a Consultation of the 23rcl August 1780 the Board resolved 
that a survey be made of the Town Hall and a rej^ort delivered in of 
its present state and condition.® 

At a Consultation of the 22nd March 1780 the Board read a letter 
from the 8'ecretary and passed the following decision: On considera- 
tion of the Secretary's case and as we judge him entitled to the 
indulgence he requests, and on that principle recommended his request 
to the Honourable Company, it is agreed to purchase the house at 
the price before ofered beiug Rs. 20,000 and to allot it for the residence 
of the Secretary.® 

At a Consultation of the 28th January 1786 the Board ordered 
that the principal engineer be directed not to permit private persons to 
dig for sand-stone on the esplanade on any account whatever.'^ 

Mr. Forbes, the author of Oriental Memoirs, writes : About 1784 when 
I left Bombay the generality of the public buildings were more useful 
than elegant. The Government house, custom house, marine house, 
barracks, mint, treasury, theatre, and prison included the chief of 
these structures. There were also three large hospitals, one within the 
gates for Europeans, another on the esplanade for the sepoys or native 
troops in the Company's service, and a third on an adjacent island for 
convalescents. The only Protestant church on the island stood near 
the centre of the tovui, a large and commodious building with a neat 
tower. There was also a charity school for boys and a fund for the 
poor belonging to the Church of England. There were seldom more 
than two chaplains belonging to the Bombay establishment. When I 
was in India (1766-1784), the one resided at the Presidency, the other 
alternately at Surat and Broach, where were considerable European 
gariisons. The Roman Catholics had several chiirelies and chapels in 
different parts of the island and enjoyed every indulgence from the 
English Government. The English houses at Bombay, though neither 


s Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 83. » Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 81. 

s Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 154. ^ Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 149. 

s Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 350. ® Pub. Diary 77 of 1780, 06. 

^ Comp, of Standing Ord. Tol. 2 of 1759 - 1788, 200. 
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so large nor elegant as those at Calcutta or Madras^ were comfortable 
and well furnished. They were built in the European style of archi- 
teeture as much as the climate would admit of, but lost something of 
that appearance by the addition of verandas or covered piazzas to shade 
those apartments most exposed to the sun. When illuminated and 
filled with social parties in the evening these verandas gave the town 
a very cheerful appearance. But since I left India (1784) the town 
houses have been almost deserted by the English who reside entirely 
at their country villas. The gentlemen only go to the fort in the 
morning to transact their business, devoting the evening to domestic 
pleasure and convivial meetings at their garden houses.-^ 

The houses of the rich Hindus and Muhammadans are generally 
built within an enclosure surrounded by galleries or verandas not only 
for privacy bnt to exclude the sun from the apartments. This court 
is frequently adorned with shrubs and flowers and a fountain playing 
before the principal room where the master receives his guests which 
is open in front to the garden and furnished with carpets and cushions,^ 
The large bazar or the street in the black town within the fortress 
contained many good Asiatic houses and shoj)s stored with merchandise 
from all parts of the world for the Europeans and Natives. These 
shops were generally kept by the Indians, especially the Pa'rsis, who 
after paying the established import customs were exempted from, other 
duties.^ 

On the 17th July 1786 the manag'ers of the Theatre wrote to 
Messrs. Rawson Hart Boddam, Robert Sparks, and Richard Church, 
his Majesty^s Justices for the town and county of Bombay: The 
managers of the theatre with the utmost respect beg leave to represent 
to this Hononrable Board that some time ago they addressed the 
Honourable the Governor and Council and enclosed plans and an 
estimate with a proposal for erecting a court house adjoining to the 
theatre, but they conceive from a multiplicity of business of greater 
moment the Honourable Board have not had time to take the matter 
into consideration. The managers are very desirous in every respect 
to make the theatre as commodious as possible to His MaJesty^s 
Justices until such time as the Honourable the Governor General and 
Council may think proper to adopt some other plan. In the meantime 
the managers hope the Government will have no objection to order the 
county to pay a moderate rent to enable them to finish the plastering of 
the house and in other respects to keep it in perfect repair. The managers 
have the honour to enclose a bill for rent for the time they have already 
made use of it and hope it will meet with the approbation of the 
Hononrable Board.^ 

On the above letter the Board at their Consultation, the 27th July 
1786, observe : Read a letter from the managers of the theatre addressed 
to his Majesty^s Justices enclosing a bill for the rent of that building 
during the time it has been occasionally appropriated for the meeting 
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of the quarterly sessions amounting to Bs. 500, As we have had it in 
contemplation to dispose of the Old Town Hall and erect a new building* 
from the produce of its sale, and, as the exorbitance of the present 
demand renders it necessary to come to an immediate determination, 
it is resolved that the old building be sold at imblic outcry on Monday 
the 2.1st of the ensuing month of August for ready money and on the 
terms which will be noticed. As the warehouses under the Old Town 
Hall are appropriated hy the farmer^ s lease for the lodgment of his 
tobacco, our determination must be communicated to the Collector who 
is to settle with the tobacco farmer for a compensation in lieu thereof 
during the remainder of the lease. The General will direct the clerk 
of the works to draw out a |)lan of the intended building on the most 
frugal scale to be erected on the ruins of the old marine house which 
appears to us to be the most convenient and proper place for this 
j>urposed 

The next month the Town Hall was accordingly sold. On the 
21st August 1786 the land paymaster writes to Government: 
Agreeable to your orders I this day put up the Town Hall to public 
sale on the terms prescribed by your Honour and sold the same to 
Harjivan Sirpat for Rs. 22,600. As the records of the Mayor^s Court 
were in the upper apartments and the warehouses below were in 
possession of the tobacco farmer, I conditioned with the purchaser that 
the whole should be cleared out and delivered up to him in one month 
from this date.^ 

Three days later, at a Consultation on the 24th liugiist 1786, the 
Board record : Read a letter from the land paymaster reporting the 
sale of the Old Town Hall for the sum of Rs. 22,600 agreeable to the 
public notice given for that purpose.^ Read also a letter from the 
Collector dated 20th August 1786 : Ordered that the Collector be 
made acquainted with the sale of the Old Town Hall and that the 
purchaser is to be j)ut in possession thereof within one month from the 
day of sale.'^ The land paymaster must be directed to appropriate a 
dry and secure room in the back part of the large house rented of 
Mr. Hornby for the lodgment of the records of the Honourable the 


j Bom. Gov. Consultation 27tli July 1786. Pub. Diary 88 of 1786, 497. 

2 Pub. Diary 88 of 1786, 562-563. 

^ On tlie 7t]i ^lay ISOS the Committee’s Secretary writes to the Civil Paymaster : 
I a!n (lirected by the Town Committee to request you will furnish them as soon as 
possible with the following information: What the Old Town Hail in the 
sold for .‘Hid the number of square yards the property comprised. (Bombay Town 
Coinmittee Vol. 183 of 1803, 313-314.) In reply the same day (7th May 1803} the 
Civil Fayma.ster writes : In reply to your letter of this date you will infrom the 
Coinmittee that the Old Town Hall was sold by public outcry on 2ist August 1786 to 
Harjivan Sirpat for Rs, 22,600 as appears by the records of the Civil pay office. I 
have referred to the Collector’s office for the measurement which I find to be stated in 
a report of the vereadores and mattaras under date 15th January l7S7 at 8187^ square 
feet. (Ditto, 314-315.) This Town Hall is the Court of Judicature of 1678. The 
shell remains in Bazar Gate Street, 

As regards the sale-deed of this Town Hall the Diary of the SOth December 1788 
has the following entry : The Secretary lays before the Board the deed of sale of 
the Town Hall which is ordered to be executed and delivered to the purchaser 
Harjivan Sirpat. Tub. Diary 93 of .1788, 469, 
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Mayor^s Conrt.-^ As the warehouses and shops beneath the Town Hall Chapter I V. 
are soon to be delivered iip^ it is ag’reed to allow the tobacco farmer fortifimtions 
the monthly sum of Es. 80 in lieu of those warehouses and it is and Buildiiigs. 
expected he will immediately pimdde himself with proper places of 
which the Collector must l^e acquainted.^ 

Letter from the Eegister to theMayor^s Court, dated Bombay Town Mayo^i^s^ Court, 

Hall 28th August 1786 : I am commanded by the Honourable the Mayor 
to acknowledge receipt of your Secretary's letter of the 25th instant 
accjuainting* the Court that the ground on which the Old Town Hall 
stands had been sold and that the land paymaster had received orders 
to prepare a room in the large house rented of Mr. Hornby for the 
reception of the CourCs records. In answer thereto I am directed 
to acquaint your Honourable Board that for a long time past the 
Mayor^s Court have laboured under great inconveniences from the want 
of a proper place to meet in. As this will not be obviated by the 
removal of their records to the place allotted, I am ordered to request 
your Honourable Board to apj^oint some proper place to meet in or 
the Court will be under the necessity of renting a house and charging 
the Honourable Company with the expense thereof.*" 

On the above letter the Board resolve on the 30th August 1786: 

Bead a letter from the Honourable hlayor^s Court signifying their 
being in want of a place to assemble in and representiug that a proper 
accommodation may be appropriated for that purpose. Ordered that 
they be acquainted, we have eome to a determination of building a 
New Town Hall and until that be finished the Court will be accommodated 
with a room in the house rented of Mr. Hornby if convenient to them.^ 

The following extracts of 1788 show that the Mayor^s Court was 3738, 

removed from the Old Town Hall to the Admiralty House in 1786 : 

Letter from the Mayers’s Court to Government, dated Bombay Castle 
17th March 1788. Having summoned the members of the Honourable 
the Mayor^s Court to lay before them your letter of the 17th instant 
addressed officially to me and acquainting me that from public exigency 
you had ordered a set of rooms in the bandar or custom house to be 
appropriated for the reception of the Mayor'^s Court, they unanimously 
came to the following resolution wffiieh by their desire I have the 
honour of communicating to you : That they should consider an assent 
on their part to be highly derogatory to the dignity of the Court and 
at all events the 23laee to be extremely inconvenient for its meetings. 

That they therefore desire some proper and commodious building may 
be allotted for the reception of the Court ; since until such time as it 
can meet, eonveniently with its dignity and eonvenienee, the Mayor and 
Aldermen must be under the necessity of adjourning their meetings and 
suspending the administration of civil justice or of carrying into 
execution their resolution communicated to the Honourable the 
Governor and Council under the 28th August 1786 (copy of -whieh I 


^ This Hornby House also called Admiralty House and the Recorder’s Court is 
present (1893) Old High Court or Great Western Hotel. 

* Pub. Diary 88 of 1786, 548*^49. ^ Pub. Diary 88 of 1786, 579, 

^ Bom. Gov. Consultation 30th Aug. 1786, Pub, Diary 88 of 1786, 577* 
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have the honour to enclose) of renting a house for the reception of the 
Court at the expense of the Hononrahle Company. 

On the above letter a Consultation of the 20th March 1788 
records : The President (the Honourable Andrew Eanisay) lays laefore 
the Board a letter addressed him by the Mayor and acquaints us that 
the Admiralty Hotrse wherein the Mayor^s Court had for some time 
past been assembled, being now appropriated to the aceommodation of 
the ofiicers of His Majesty'^s 71st Ptegimeiit he had directed a suite of 
apartments in the bandar to he fitted up for the Court not as a 
permanent^ but as a temporary place for their meetings until a more 
suitable building can be provided for them. The President observing 
at the same time that Courts have been frequently held in the bandar 
heretofore without its having ever been considered as derogatory to 
their dignity, Eesolved therefore that the Court be acquainted that 
we shall provide a suitable place for their reception as soon as it may 
be in oiir power. In the meantime we hope they will put up with 
such accommodation as the bandar affords.^ 

Thereupon the Register to the Mayor^s Court wrote the following 
letter to Government on the 21th March 1788: Your Seeretary'^s 
letter of the 21st instant having this day been taken into consideration 
by the Honourable the Mayor^s Court they have directed me to acquaint 
your Honourable Board that they unanimously remain in the opinion 
notified to the Honourable the President in the Worshipful tlio Mayor^s 
letter of the 17th instant. As the Honouraldo the Court of Directors 
have given orders for the expenses of the Court to be defraj'ed from their 
treasury, they the Court have further commanded me to again inform 
your Honourable Board that, unless some commodious building* is 
immediately allotted for the Court to meet in, they shall be under 
the necessity of renting a house and charging the Honourable Com- 
pany with the expense thereof in order that the business of the Court 
which has already mot with considerable delay may no longer be 
impeded. 

On receipt of the above letter at a Consultation on the 25th March 
1788, the President acquaints the Board that in consequence of the 
inconvenience which the Mayor^s Court apprehend would attend their 
carrying on their proceedings in the bandar he has directed that the 
part of the marine house at present occupied by the Seeretar}^ to the 
marine board be fitted up as a Courfc House and To^vn Hall, the expense of' 
which by an estimate made by the engineer and now before us will not 
exceed Rs. 133. This intention must be accordingly eomninnicated to 
the Mayor^s Court. We think it necessary to remark that as we have 
allotted them apartments in the bandar wliereiii courts had been fre- 
quently held and which in our opinions would have aiis weired the purpose 
very well for the present, we have been in no uny accessory to their 
legul proceedings being impeded." 


Pub. Diary 92 of 1788, 241-243, Forrest’s Home vSeries, II. 345 -846. 

-Bom. aoY. Consultation 25tli March 1788, Tub. Diary i)2 of 1788, 243*249, 
Forrest’s Home Beries, II. 346» ' ’ 
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On tlie J 1th January 1791 the Eegister of the Mayor^s Court writes 
to Government : The attorneys of the Mayor^s Court having represented 
to the Court that the place allotted them in the Town Hall is much 
too small and confined^ I am directed by the Court to request that the 
necessary orclers may be given to the proper officer to enlarge the 
same so that it may be macle sufficiently spacious and commodious for 
the attorneys'’ accommodation.-^ 

On receipt of the above letter a Consultation of the 18 th January 
1791 records : Read the above letter from the Mayor^s Court in conse-^ 
queiiee of which the land paymaster will be directed to make the 
alterations in the Town Hall requested by the Court.^ 

On the loth February 1791 the Register of the Mayor-'s Court 
writes to Government : The land paymaster having represented to 
the Mayor^s Court that your Honourable Board had objected to his 
plan for the proposed alterations in the Town Hall, I am directed by 
the Court to acquaint you that such plan was duly considered and 
a|)proved of b}/" the Court before I was last commanded to address you, 
and that the alterations 'therein laid down are such as the Court deem 
absolutely necessary for their accommodation and that of their officers. 

On the 18th February 1791 Government observe: In answer to the 
foregoing letter the Mayor^s Court must be informed that the 
situation of the Company's treasury will not ]Dermit of their author- 
ising further alterations to be made to the Court House than they 
have already empowered the land paymaster to execute.^ 

At a Consultation of the 24ith April 1787 the Board record: 
Eneroaehmeiits having been made within the walls of the garrison by 
the native, inhabitants having built numerous houses which may essen- 
tially interfere with the public works and be detrimental to the health 
of the community, we think it expedient to appoint a committee 
consisting of the land paymaster, collector, and chief engineer 
who must be directed to examine the several private buildings now 
carrying on within the town walls and report how far they maybe 
prejudicial in these respects. The committee must also suspend the 
progress of such buildings as they judge j)roper until they have com- 
pleted the said report.*^ 

Ill consequence of the Consultation of the 24th April 1787 the 
following letter was addressed on the 7th May 1787 to Mr. William 
Arden, provisional collector, Mr. Patrick Craufurcl Bruce, land paymaster 
and Major Robert Nicholson, chief engineer: The Honourable the 
President and Council having noticed various encroachments within the 
town wall by the erection of numerous private buildings ivhieh they 
apprehend must be detrimental to the works, as well as prejudicial to 
the health of the eomimmity, have judged expedient to appoint you a 
committee for investigating these abuses, directing that you report to 


1 Piil).. Biary 08,:of' I791,':22.. 

2 Bom. Gov, ConsTiltatioai iSth Jan. 1791 , Pub. Biary 98 of 1791 , 22 . 
Bom, Gov. Consultation 18 th Peb. 179 i, Pub. Biary 98 o’f 1791 , 

4 Pub, Biary 90, of 17^7, 833* 
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ttem Mly your sentiments thereon^ and that in the interim you put a 
stop to the progress o£ such buildings now carrying on as you may 
think necessary.f 

At a Consultation^ dated the 24th August 1787^ the Board read the 
following letter from the above committee to the Honourable Rawson 
Hart Boddani Esquire, President and Governor in Council, dated 
Boinhay 21st August 1787: In obedience to your order of the 7th 
May appointing us a committee for inspecting private buildings we 
have made eiiquiry coneerning the various buildings now erecting b}'’' 
private people within the town wall. We find that the proprietors of 
the houses now building have had permission according to the usual 
and established mode, and that they have restricted themselves within 
the limits of their ground. Hitherto in the absence of any restriction 
respecting the height of houses the confined extent of their gToiind has 
led many of the black inhabitants in their j)art of the town to pise 
their houses to so great height as may be injurious to the healtliiness 
of the town. It has likewise been unfortunate, both for the coolness 
and the appearance of the town, that -little attention has been given to 
the breadth of the streets, and to keeping them as much as possible 
straight catting each other at right angles. To suddenly remedy these 
inconveniences might be 0 |)pressive to many individuals and would 
occasion a very heavy expense. But a cure might be effected in the 
course of a moderate time, without injustice or much expense, by proper 
regulations rigidly adhered to ; since in all well-regulated communities 
the conveniency of an individual must give way to the public good. 
We would recommend that the principal street within the town and 
round the works should he enlarged to fifty feet in width eleai:^ of all 
projections. All new houses to be built at that distance from those 
immediately opposite to them, or from the walls of the town. The 
cross streets to be enlarged to twenty-five feet, clear of all projections, 
and the lanes to fifteen feet. The present width of the street towards 
the works is conformable to regulations of a very long standing 
in the engineer's office. On enquiry we find those regulations have 
been very strictly attended to in confining the newly erected buildings 
to the old site and limits of the ground. A material alteration would 
in course take place from this time forward, if the proposed recommen- 
dation regarding the breadth of the streets is adopted. We would like- 
wise recommend that all houses to be built in future in that part of 
the town belonging to the black inhabitants, shall not be raised higher 
than thirty-two feet from the terreplein to the eaves, that is two feet 
for the height of the floor and thirty feet from the floor to the eaves, 
which is about two European stories. The native inhabitants not to be 
restricted in the number of their stories provided their houses do not 
exceed the above height. We are of opinion it would be better to 
regulate the height of houses belonging to the native inhabitants rather 
from the eaves than from the ridge-beam because their gTound is often 
extremely narrow which obliges them to increase the size of their 
houses in the depth. In this ease supposing a house of sixty feet 


1 Committee Buildings Diary 177 oi; 1787-1703, 1, 
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in depth and allov/ing for the proper and necessary slope of the 
roof^ there would remain Yery little height for the wall not more 
than sulEcient for one storey. This would be particularly injurious 
to the more TYealtliy part of the inhabitants^ as likewise to the 
weavers whose houses require to be of a great depth in order to 
give a sufficient length for their webs. In our opinion the projections 
of the shops in the bazar or principal street of the black town^ are 
a very great nuisance and ought all to be immediately removed^ as 
being positive encroachments on the street, and receptacles for every 
kind of filth and nastiness. In many parts of the town inhabited by 
the iiatiYCS a very filthy practice is permitted of necessaries opening 
into the streets. This in every respect is highly offensive. These 
necessaries, we should hope, will immediatly be ordered to be closed and 
nothing of the kind admitted nnder a very severe penalty including 
imprisonment and corporal punishment to the lower classes of the 
inhabitants. Each householder, we also think^ should be obliged to 
clean daily that part of the street opposite his dwelling house and 
to carry the rubbish and filth to convenient places to be fixed 
on for that purpose in every street to be under the direction of 
the scavenger whose people and carts should attend daily to carry 
it off. Any householder allowing the dirt to remain in the 
street opposite his house should be fined. The admitting all kinds 
of goods to be piled up on wffiat is called the Green and in 
that area opposite to the Mandvi we likewise think is a nuisance and 
being allowed to extend indiscriminately to all sorts of goods, may 
on some occasions be productive of unhealthy consequences. In all 
events it is a very great inconvenience and eyesore allowing goods 
to be tossed down anywhere at the option of the proprietor. We 
should therefore recommend that the putting goods on the Green or 
on any other open area within the town, should be restricted to parti- 
cular kinds of specified goods ; and that the inspection and control of 
the business should be placed under such authority as might effectual- 
ly prevent the inconvenience from going beyond the limits allowed 
by Government. We have much reason to imagine that many indi- 
viduals have encroached beyond the proper limits of their ground, and 
particularly those whose houses or compounds extend to lanes and 
alleys. To detect such abuses effectually it will be necessary to make 
a complete survey and measurement of the whole of the private pro- 
perty within the town. This at the same time might serve the good 
purpose of establishing the future intended improvements in the town 
by ascertaining the best and most advantageous direction for the 
streets and lanes. We would recommend a heavy fine to be levied 
from every person who may have encroached, and, if wanted for 
public purposes, the ground to be taken, or if left with the possessor 
he in course to be charged with the customary ground rent. 

Throughout the whole town the streets are exceedingly in want of 
repair. Indeed the larger part have never even been formed. In 
consequence of this during the rains the water lodges upon them and 
makes them very dirty. Those in that part of the town inhabited by 
the natives are in a dreadful situation, and particularly during the rainy 
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season in many parts they are knee deep in mnd This in course must 
become putrid and be extremely offensive and detrimental to the 
health of the inhabitants. To remedy this effectually would require 
a very heavy expense, because it would be necessary to forin sewers 
throughout the whole town to lead off to tne sea. But much might 
be remedied by having the streets regularly formed with a petty 
high arch, and where possible to give them a slope for tiie uatei to 
run off. It will be necessary likewise to give them a good substantial 
foundation and cover them with shingle and sandstone rubbish, both of 
wbicli articles are in great abiindanee and at no great distance fiom 
the town. As considerable expense will bo reciiinecl to earry_tliis into 
execution, and it being a matter solely for the benent convenience and 
liealthiness of the inbiitants, they ought in course to bear the burden. 
The mode of taxation may be easily determined and could be noways 
difficult to collect from so rich a community. 

At a Consultation, the 24th August 1787, the Board record We 

admit the propriety of the measures recommended Ij the committee 
foi reLdyingtiie^ inconvenience pointed out by them and for the 
lenelffi improvement of the town. Such part of the regulations^ as 
wffl not incur any expense to the Company must be earned into im- 
mediate execution, in particular those which will conduce tocleanhness. 
Tim necessary ordm-siiust be accordingly given to the officers whose 

province it is to superintend and enforce the observance of these regula- 

At theii- Consultation the 15th October 1799, Go™ent re^ the 
folloudng letter from Messrs. James Anderson and 
Storreys to Colonel Jones, dated Bombay August 1/99: On the 
SL September 1798 of Sir William Syei^ tiie fi-* 
house was taken for Ins residence at the rate of E&. 200 a montli. bn 
William desired the monthly bills might be drawn out in his nmie and 
that we would consider him and not the Company as oiir tenant. Tbs 
wish of Sir William was complied with until he intimated to us that he 
was about to quit the house as liis private 

obtained your consent to retain it as a lown Hall. M e theietoie eon 

Government and ns. Y on must he very sensible, Sii , that the tianstoim 
bgahousefromaprivate dwelling into a place ofpublic justice siib]Octs 

to every yTf, * “f”' 

Wore taet uBder eeirsKtotio™ U,al the 

nronosal uffil not lie deemed unreasonable. Ihe lent to bo paid 
Sumterlv at Rs. 250 a month and tho repairs on the part ot Govern- 
S That it he taken for not less than three or more than five 
years’ That, on the Company relinquishing the tenancy, the house 
to be put by them into its original state of dwelling house. On this 
letter fte Bmsident, Honourable Jonathan Duncan, makes the follow- 
ing iirate: Understanding that Sir William Syer has m consequence 


1 -D u of 1787 704-707. Committee Buildings Biavy 177 of 1787-179^? 

^ i^Pub. Dmry 91 of 1 91 „l 1737 , 707 - 708. 
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of my application to him for that purpose made the following agree- 
ment with Mr, Anderson subject to the ratification of Government^ 
I recommend that the same be approved accordingly, namely : That 
Government take the house for three years at a rate of Ks, 200 a 
month and keep it in repair during the term, it having been first put 
into proper repair by the landlord. Provided nevertheless that if Gov- 
ermnent choose to quit it before the expiration of the term of three 
years that they shall be at lil^erty to do so giving three months notice 
of their intention and paying an additional rent of Es. 50 a month 
for such time as tlie}^ have held it. That Government at the end or. 
other expiration of the said term shall restore the house to its original 
state at their expense except as to such of the alterations that the 
landlords may choose to continue. The Board concurring* in the 
Presidents recommendation, ordered an answer to be aecordingl}^ 
despatched in the terms of his minute to Messrs. Anderson and Sand- 
witlf s application.^ 

The great fire of 1803 in the north of the town gave an 
opportunity for introdacing throughout the area affected a system 
of wider and more regular streets. On the 26th March 1803 Govern- 
ment resolved to appoint a committee under the title of the Town Com- 
mittee to carry out Government instructions regarding the improve- 
ments to be made and to determine the compensation that might be 
found necessary in making such improvements.^ 

This committee which was called the Town Committee received the 
following instructions : Upon due consideration of the several sug- 
gestions from our own members it may perhaps become expedient to 
allow the native merchants whose premises have been burnt to build, 
in lieu of those now destroyed, warehouses for the reception under due 
precautions, of their goods and counting houses in as far in respect 
to both these descriptions of structures, as shall be deemed consistent 
with a due regard to the security of the fort. This seems at the first 
glance to oppose this class of inhabitants being allowed to have their 
dwelling houses within the walls. Objection is also rightly taken to 
any of the proposed warelio uses or offices being of more than two 
stories at the highest or otherwise covered than by terraces instead of 
the pitched roofs that have hitherto prevailed. It may lie hoped that 
you will be able to convince the natives in question of the unadvisable- 
ness of their residing in a garrison crowded wnth lofty structures filled 
with goods and merchandise and intersected by such narrow streets as 
existed before the late fire. And that from the conviction forced on 
their minds i.)y the late sad calamity, they wall willingly concur in the 
expediency of their dwelling houses and families beings without the fort 
where they oiiglit to be sensible that tinder the advantage of our insular 
situation both wall be in perfect security. The motives for our hiolin- 
iiig to admit any description of their goods to be lodged \vithin the 


^ Pub. Diary 144 of 1.799, 2694 - 2695* 

- The members of this committee were Messrs. J. H* Oherry, E, Jones, \Y, Scott, 
W. Brookes, Simon Haliiday, and P* Hall, Mr, Hallet was appointed their secretary 
on a salary of Rs. 400. 
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walls and for their being consequently indulged with counting ^ houses 
adjoining arise out of what the papers now transmitted to you indicate 
to be the local circumstances of the harbour^ where that part of it 
immediately opposite to the fortifications is represented to he the only 
eligible spot for the lading of ships particularly during the monsoon. 
This point it will be your object still farther to investigate since it 
would certainly prove above all things desirable that every mercantile 
house^ especially of the natives^ should be situated without the fort as 
is completely the case at Calcutta and has we understand lately become 
so at Madras. Before any plan be finally adopted it is necessary that 
the right of possession or property in the tract laid w^aste by the late 
conflagration should be thoroughly ascertained. Towards assisting in 
this inquiry you are herewith funnsiied with statements taken from 
the Collector's registry of the two descriptions of ground^ namely 
public and private affected by this calamity. To these statements are 
added remarks from Mr. De Souza a well-informed native of this place. 
We are pleased to find Mr. HaJb the Company's attorney^ does not 
deem it necessary altogether to acquiesce in. Mr. De Souza^s conclusions. 
Mr. Hall considers that the part of the ground styled ^ public ^ was 
given to the tenants not in perpetuity as understood by Mr. De Souza 
but merely as a permissive indulgence to be resumed at will. Mr. 
Hall holds that unless any of the public or unpensioned tenants can 
show leases from Government conferring a superior title^ those distin- 
guished under the name of pensioned proprietors can alone claim 
compensation from the Honourable Company for any ground which it 
may be deemed advisable to reoccupy.^ 

The following are extracts from the record of the committee's 
proceedings and the correspondence between them and Government : 
In April (23rd) 1803 the Town Committee's Secretary writes to the 
Secretary to Grovernment : I am directed by the Town Committee to 
communicate through you their request to the Honourable the Governor 
in Council that information may be afforded them what ground it 
will be indispensably necessary to reserve between the ramparts and 
the houses which may be eventually rebuilt within the garrison. I am 
further directed to request that the information thus applied for may 
be furnished with all practicable despatch.^ 

In reply to the above on the 27th April 1803 the Secretary to 
Government writes to the President of the Committee : In acknow- 
ledgment of your Secretary’s letter, dated the 23 rd instant, I am 
directed by the Governor in Council to intimate that forty feet should be 
reserved between the ramparts and the houses, but wherever the present 
open space is greater, it is not to be narrowed.^ 

On the 25th April 1803 the Committee write to Government : We 
have now the honour to report to you the further proceedings of this 
committee upon the important objects which you liave been pleased to 


^Bom. Gov. Diary 2Gth Mar. 1803, Pub. Diary 172 of 1803, 1175 -1178 

* Bombay Town Uommifctee-s Diary 183 of 1803, 221. Pub. Diary 173 of*1803, 1609 

* Bombay Town Committee’s Diary 183 of 1803, 262. Pub. Diary 173 of 1803, 1610.’ 
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refer to their consideration. In directing their attention to the material 
question of any recommendation to your Honourable Board for allow-" 
ing the native merchants to build within the fort^ in lieu of their houses 
destroyed^ by the late calamity^ it became the first subject of their 
investigation whether and to what extent such an allowance was 
coinpatible with the safety and protection of the fort. In order to 
ascertain this point the committee had recourse to the highest military 
opinions to which they had access^ as well as those of their own mem- 
bers^ who were competent to decide upon it, which were uniformly 
favourable to the allowance of building upon a prescribed and modified 
plan. Having proceeded thus far the committee had recourse to the 
instrimtions of your Honourable Board respecting the nature and 
description of such intended buildings. Regarding this they observe 
that warehouses and counting houses were alone in your contemplation, 
exclusive of dwelling liouses, which you conceived, a due regard to 
the security of the fort, seemed at the first glance, to oppose. This 
you farther confirmed by suggesting that it would certainly prove 
above all things desirable that every mereantile house especially of the 
natives should be situated without the fort as is completely the case 
at Calcutta and has lately been enforced at Madras. The committee 
were fully aware of the justice and propriety of these directions of your 
Honourable Board as originating from the unfortunate cause which 
occasioned your interference and the best and most probable prevention 
of its recurrence in future. It was from these ideas that the first 
object of the committee was directed to a separation of those articles 
of traffic within the fort from which the greatest, if not the only, danger 
was to be apprehended such as oil dammar and glii usually imported 
into the Mandvi, For this purpose it became a natural subject of 
enquiry if any other situation without the Fort could be selected 
for the importation of these articles with equal convenience to those 
engaged in the traffic and the safety and security of the small vessels 
employed in it. This became further necessary if not indispensable 
from the recommendation of the commanding officer to shut up the 
passage of the Mandvi for the security of the garrison. The success 
of this investigation has been already reported to your Honourable 
Board ill pointing out a situation not only fully adequate to the 
purpose but attended with many superior advantages to the future 
safety and encouragement of this branch of traffic and to the con- 
venience and accommodation of those who are employed in it. 
When tins alteration in the destination of the trade takes place the 
committee entertain little doubt that the persons by whom it is 
conducted, who are very niimei’ous, will be anxious to change their 
residence in the fort to a situation more contiguous to th ear trade 
without the walls which will remove a considerable class of 
inhabitants Vvdio formerly contributed to crowd the town and whose 
residence was the most dangerous to its safety. The committee 
having tliii^, as they coneeived, accorded with the suggestion 
your Honourable Board in removing the source of the danger 
were induced to listen to the urgent and anxious request of the 
native merchants to recommend to your Honourable Boord their 
being allowed a residence for their families within the fort connect- 
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eel with retail shops or counting houses. With this view they applied 
to Captain Brookes to delineate a plan which should at the same 
time unite the two essential principles of the security and protec- 
tion of the fort combined with mercantile convenience and accommo- 
dation as well as a due attention to the limitation of the houses in 
their form and height and the free admission and circulation of air 
through the streets of the proposed buildings. This plan has been 
accordingly prepared by Captain Brookes which we have examined 
with the most minute attention and take the liberty of expressing 
our opinion that it appears to combine every useful and every 
necessary object and merits the consideration of your Honourable 
Board for its ultimate adoption. Captain Brookes has accompanied 
this plan with a full and accurate description of its parts and a 
statement of the reasons wdiicli influenced him in its particular for- 
mation. All these with the plan itself and drawings and dissection 
of the proposed houses we have the honour to submit to your 
inspection. Although the committee were fully satisfied with the 
propriety and expediency of adopting the plan suggested by Cap- 
tain Brookes they were desirous of fulfilling the letter as well as 
the spirit of the instructions of your Honourable Board in reconcil- 
ing the natives to the proposed aiTangement or at least in showing 
every degree of attention by consulting them revSpeeting it. With. 
this view they directed a meeting to be called of the most respect- 
able of the different castes to whom the committee presented the 
different plans and explained their objects. When after much con- 
sultation and conversation among themselves they requested a few 
days time to consider the plans more maturely to wdiich the 
committee assented allowing them to retain the draughts for that 
purpose. At their next meeting the committee were again attended 
by the natives who came prepared with detailed objections to the 
plan proposed by Captain Brookes, the wdiolo originating^ as it 
appeared to the committee^ from the anxiety they exj)ressed to be 
permitted to rebuild their houses upon the former ground which they 
represented would prevent expense in laying new foundations, WGiikl 
save the necessity of altering the public drains^ would preserve the 
wells attached to their former houses^ and would obviate that con- 
fusion of property which would naturally ensue from adopting a 
new plan intersecting the ground of individuals and occasion 
much trouble in the adjustment of claims and indemnities. Besides 
these objections they complained that the new plan wmiild deprive 
tliem of a great parb of their former property and particularly by 
the proposed allowance of 60 feet from the ramparbs to the buildings 
round the fort. They urged some lesser objections which the com- 
mittee removed at the time. 

^ Were the committee to acquiesce in the force of these objec- 
tions by permitting a reoccupation of their former sites even although 
the streets of the town were widened and the form of the 
houses limited^ points which were conceded by the natives even to 
a small diminution of their particular grounds^, they apprehend it 
would be deviating from the object of their institution and 
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insteuctions to adopt a mode of preventing the recurrence of a Chapter IF« 
similar calamity j as the town would be still crowded with winding porti^tions 
and irregular streets totally incompatible with its protection and and Buildings, 
security as a fortified place. When the objections themselves are _ th* 
met and considered they do not appear to merit that weight and ^ th? Fort 

consequence which it is endeavoured to attach to them. Some 1803* * 

difficulties certainly must occur in the arrangement of a new plan 
of this nature and description ; but these must give way^ to the 
superior and paramount consideration of the great object in view. 

As to the expense of digging a new foundation it has been found 
upon investigation not much to exceed Es. 400, which is no great 
addition to the value of a house of Es. 6000 or 7000. As 
although the altering the drains may be attended with some expense 
yet the operation is easy and practicable. The arrangement of 
the wells may be a matter of great difficulty but in many cases 
they may fall within the new plan and consequently retain 
their use. The obvious confusion of property which a new system 
of lines iniist occasion, appears to be the most serious consideration. 

Still even this be adjusted by ascertaining the quantity of 
ground withdrawn from individuals and granting them such com- 
pensation as their rights may entitle them to and in many cases an 
arrangement of such pi-operty may be made with their neighbours 
upon equitable principles of valuation wdierethe parties have a right 
to sell. As to the deprivation of property complained of there 
appears no solidity in the objection, the object of their wishes will 
be attained, a comfortable residence for their families, a shop for 
their business, and a more salubrious situation than they formerly 
enjoyed. The objections to the quantity of ground round the ramparts 
must be inadmissible in every point of viewr. Further it shows the 
spirit in which all these objections are made of excluding every consi- 
deration other than private convenience and accommodation. The 
committee with great deference submit to the superior discernment of 
your Honorabl e Board this consideration in answer to the obj ections of 
the natives how far the plan suggested ought to be altered or aftected 
by them. It may also be said that the proposed plan will exclude 
from the town many of the former inhabitants and that the poorer 
sort cannot afford to biiikl houses upon the new system. With respect 
to the exclusion of inhabitants the committee consider it a desirable 
object to be attained as many of the previous inhabitants had no 
right to a residence in the fort. They had no business to transact 
and were merely drones in the hive interrupting the business and 
pursuits of others. The change of the Mdndvi will also withdraw 
a considerable number of petty traders who will find it to their 
interest as well as to be more convenient to be near the scene of their 
traffic. Thus the accommodations within the fort will be left to the 
more respectable and wealthy inerchants who have the best claim 
to its protection. The poorer sort who may have grou which would 
entitle them to build can easily dispose of this property to others 
with much advantage and betake themselves to another residence 
more suitable to their circumstances and more con vement to their ^ 

occupations which excludes every claim of compassion to this last 


Chap^ IF* 

FortiUcatioiis 
and Buildings. 

Houses witHii 
the Fort, 
1803. 


.Proposed 

Improvements, 

1S03. 


[Historical 

m BOMBAY TOWN 

species o£ proprietor. The committee take the liberty of pointiug 
out to your Honourable Board that by the plan of Captain Brookes^ 
agreeable to the suggestion of the Commander of the forces^ a spot 
in the centre of the proposed buildings is laid down to be appro- 
priated to military purposes. At the same time the comixiittee cannot 
help observing that if this military space could be dispensed with 
it would tend to relieve the Company in a considerable degree from 
the probable demands which may be made upon them for indemnities 
on account of those \vliose property may be thus applied. Before 
taking leave of this subject the committee hope to be forgiven for 
submitting to your Honourable Board that it appears to them there 
is a considenible difference ill the analogy between Fort William 
of Calcutta and Fort Sfc, George of Madras with this garrison. 
The two former are small in the comparison and calculated merely 
for defence, 'while the extensive fortifications of Bombay and the 
considerable area it contains appear aiiore nearly to resemble the 
various fortified cities on the continent of Europe where the 
inhabitants of civil occupations and pursuits are united and mixed 
with the troops who are appointed to defend them. The committee 
take the liberty of suggesting this comparison to account for 
their adopting an opinion in favour of rebuilding this place and 
particularly as it seems to meet the approbation of the Commanding 
Officer and finally to become an object of reference by your Honour- 
able Board. 

The committee have adverted to that part of the instructions of 
3 ’'our Honourable Board recommending them to point out a spot for the 
residence of the natives beyond the boundaries of the engineer's limits. 
As the other important objects of your reference have hitherto entirely 
engrossed the attention of the committee they will not fail to enter 
upon tills last subject at an early period of their future deliberations. 
With respect to the compensations to be granted by the Honourable 
Company to such proprietors as may be found entitled to them^ 
particularly recommended to the consideration of the committee by the 
4th paragraph of the instructions of your Honourable Boards a case has 
been prepared on the subject by Mr. Hall which they have directed to 
be laid before the Company's counsel for his advice and opiiiioB. 
When this is obtained the committee will have the honour of submitting 
thewhole to your Honourable Board.^ 

On the 2 9 til April 1803 the Secretary to Government wrote to 
the Town Committee : In acknowledgment of your letter dated the 
25th instant I am directed to intimate that whilst the Governor in 
Goiineil has the utmost reason to be satisfied with the zeal and 
meritorious exertions displayed in the progress you have hitherto made 
in the discharge of the arduous duty committed to you, and is also 
disposed to approve and sanction the plan now suggested for rebuilding 
that cpiarter of the town 'which was the scene of the late conflagration, 
he must, however anxious to accelerate so desirable an object, postpone 


Gommifctoc’s Diary 183 of 1803, 230- 211. Pub. Diary 173 of 1801, 
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the authorising its being eommeneed until he shall have before him a 
general estimate at least of the expense likely to be entailed on the 
Honourable Company by its exeeution. This imist^ the Governor in 
Council is sensible^ have for its ground- work the opinion to be delivered 
by the Company's counsel on the ease which has been submitted to him. 
On procuring this opinion your committee^ applying the lights thus 
obtained to the extent and description of the ground now to be taken 
from the inhabitants, are required to draw up estimates of the amount 
of indemnifications wdiich may be thereon claimable from the Company. 
First according to the largest extent of the proposed improvements, 
that is, allowing the width of 60 feet between the interior part of the 
works and the houses and for the complete dimensions of the centrical 
place of arms as proi)osed by General Nicolls, and Secondly an estimate 
limiting the width of the communication betvveen the interior jiart of 
the works and the houses to 40 feet and without any allovv^anee for a 
centrical place of arms otherwise than may be afforcted by the breadth 
of the principal street which is proposed to be of 40 feetd 

On the 2nd May 1803 the Town Committee wrote to Government; 
We have the honour to acknowledge tlie receipt of your Honourable 
Board'^s commands, dated 27 th and 29th ultimo. The approbation 
which you have been pleased to convey of our conduct in the progress 
of the duties hitherto proceeded on cannot fail to animate our future 
exertions. We beg leave to transmit for the immediate perusal of }'our 
Honourable Board eoj)y of the case and opinion of the Company'^s 
counsel alluded to in the last para of our letter of the 25th ultimo.^' 
The estimate suggested by the letter of your Honourable Board 
respecting compensations so far as it can be at present prepared has 
been undertaken by Captain Brookes and shall be handed up to your 
Honourable Board as soon as it is completed. In the meantime 
the Committee were desirous to furnish the law opinion they have 
received ascertaining the principles upon which this compensation may 
be adjusted.® 

The Committee'’ s diary of the 11th May 1803 has the following 
entry ; Captain Brookes having delivered in to the committee the 
estimate respecting compensations which he formerly undertook to 
prepare and which is alluded to in the last paragraph of the cominittee‘’s 
letter to Government of the 2nd instant, the same is now read and 
the Secretary is ordered to reduce it to the form of a letter to be 
addressed to Government which is accordingly done.^' 

At a Consultation of the 13th May 1803 read the following letter^ 
from the ToAvn Committee with accompaniments, dated llth May 
1803 : In reference to your Secretary's letter of the 29tli April and 
to the promise communicated in the last paragraph of our address 
of 2nd May we have now the honour to submit to your Honourable 


^ Bombay Town Committee'’s Diary 2nd May 1803 VoL 183 of 1803, 265 - 266. Pub 
Diary 173 of 1803, 170S - 1710. V 

2 For the case aiidtbe opinion see Bombay Town Committee’s Diary 183 of 1803. 

^ Bombay Town Committee’s Diary 183 of 1803, 299- 301. Pub. Diary 174 of 1803, 
1795-96. Bombay Tow Committee’s Diary 183 of 1803, 328. 

5 Pub. Diary 174 of 1803, 1966 - 1973. Town Oominifctee’s Diarv 183 of 1803, 328 - 335, 
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Board onr sentiments upon the subject of compensation therein 
alluded to. To facilitate the investigations of the committee it 
was thouoAt desirable to ascertain the quantity of ground occupied 
by the ohl streets in that part of the town recently destroyed by 
the fire in order that by a comparison with the quantity required 
for the same purpose under the new plan we might be enabled to 
judge if any and to what extent compensation for loss of ground 
would he necessary. The present confused state of the bazar 
rendered It impossiiile to obtain any correct measurement of the 
town. The committee therefore have had recourse to the most 
authentic document which is now extant, namely a survey of 
the place by the late Major Spaeth.'- Since this period few 
if any alterations have been made in the public streets. These 
measurements must differ somewhat fiom the tiuth as we have 
no better authority for the positions of the lines marking the 
boundary of the late calamity than a careful inspection affords. 
The result is that of 102,393 square yards laid waste by the fire the 
old streets occupied 28,659. If the proposed design is adopted the 
new streets upon the same space w’-iil lequire 29,624 a sum 
exceeding the former by 965 square yards. These measurements 
relate merely to the space in ruins. Therefore to rebuild that 
space upon the proposed plan does not appear likely to involve an 
expense worth much notice. The extent for the proposed place of 
arms given by the officer commander-iu-chief is 15,000 square yards 
and\o effect a clear space 60 feet wide along the ramparts from 
the Banian bastion to the Mandvi, may require about 12,000 
square yards in addition to the deficiency of 965 abovementioned. 
Upon this view of the subject compensation for 27,965 square yards 
rvill lieivanting and also for 'some houses which must come down in order 
to cany into effect the suggestion of 60 feet clear along the ramparts. 

Towards the Bazilr Gale 64- houses remain a list of wliich we have 
the honour to enclose." These stand upon the assessor’s books at the 


‘ 'I'ho record o! tills survey is not available. It was apparently made some time after 
37SO (Vec above \)i\go 4D3). The first recorded order for a regular survey of the islaiid 
was in 1772 to iieut. Turner tmd Miv Witmaii a cadet. (ITib. Diary 61 of 177*2, 
.1U8, 766.) Ko i-eeord of the execution and results of tliat survey lias been traced. 

* The details arc : , 

Jlimsm Jiemmnmg toiviirds t/ie Bamr wde, IbO^ 


No. 


St reel. 


IVrah (liolioi’ii) Biizur . 
J>iito 
Ditto 
DiUu 
Ditto 
j lit, to 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Aiiniuil 

Yalna* 

lion. 

5 per cent 
Assess- 
ment-i 

No. 

Street, 

Aniutal 

Yaliva- 

tiori. 

5 per cent 
Af-sess* 
liient. 


Us. 



jR.s. 

Hs. 

SGO 

IS 

67 

Perali (Bobora) Bazar . 

540 

27 

180 

0 

OS 

Ditto 

1080 

54 

180 

9 

69 

Ditto .» 

4-80 

24 

720 

36 

70 

Ditto 

600 

30 

1800 

90 





1)00 

45 ' 





120 

0 


-^■.Totai V.. 

. seas;,- 

4342 . 

120 i 

0 





180 

1 9 

79 

Bazar Gate Street ... 

540 


900 

48 

80 

. Ditto, 

ISO 

0 

oUO 

IS^ 





lOS 

5f 


Total";,., 

720:," 

36 
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gross annual value of Rs. 25^165. Many of them are old on which 
aeeomit ten years’ purchase may perhaps be a reasonable price for them^ 
and this amounts to Rs. 2^51,530. Probably one-half of these houses mtist 
come down to open a clear space of sixty feet along* the works. Certain 
documents produced to the committee^ supply an idea of the market price 
of land within the gates. It may be useful to ascertain how much the 
price has risen above the ordinai’y value of equally good land in less 
fortunate situations.-^ 

We learn from these documents that some time in 1786 tlie Honoiir- 
able Company sold at jniblie auction to Harjivan -Sirpat a building 
called the Old Court Bouse situated in the Bazar Gate street together 
with the land on which it stood containing 909^^- square yards for 
Rs. 22^600.^ Some ^''ears later the plot of ground called the land pay 
office yard situated also within the gates near to the King^s barracks 
and eoiitainiiig about 4290 square yards was at a public sale bought in 
at Rs. 62^000. The value of the Old Court House not being on the books 
in the civil pay office^ we can only offer a conjecture as to the worth of 
the building which may be a liberal one if taken at one-fourth of the 
abovementioned jmrchase money, the other three-fourths or Rs. 16,950 
remaining for 909 square yards wliich is Rs. 18-2-52 the square yard. 


Houses Remaitdntj iowanh the JSazdr Gale, 1803- continuecJ. 


No. 

Street. 

Annaai 

tion. 

,5 per cent 
Assess- 
ment. 

h’- 

Street. 

Annual 

tion. 

5 per cent 
Assess- 
ment. 



lls. 

Rs. 



Rs. 

Rs. 

,5 

GolaLan© Total ... 

! SOO 

40 

8 

MfiOiordasPaipji Street. 

369 

18 






9 

Ditto 

4S 

2 A 





10 

Ditto 

ISO 

9 

1 

Mangii Sinay Lane ... 

192 

9? 

11 

Ditto ... 

48 

24*- 

2 

Ditto 

294 

134 

lf5 

Ditto 

■ ISO 

9 

3 

Ditto 

793 

.39-) 

17 

Ditto 

120 

C 

4 

Ditto 

.312 

15f 

IS 

Ditto 

144 

7 A 

f> 

Ditto 

720 

30 





G 

Ditto 

l.i0 

7t 


Total ... 

lOSO 


7 

Ditto 

300 

IS 





S 

Ditto 

540 

27- 

14 

Rampart Row East ... 

SOO 

If) 

0 

Ditto 

38.1 

191 

15 

Ditto 

120 

6 

10 

Ditto 

21.0 

12 

10 

Ditto 

90 

4+ 

11 

Ditto 

240 

12 

17 

Ditto 

300 

IH 

.. ,12 

Ditto 

24) 

13 

IS 

Ditto 

30t) 

18 

13 

Ditto 

300 

15 

19 i 

Ditto 

300 

IS 

.14 

Ditto 

ISO 

9 

20 ; 

Ditto 

4S0 

24 

15 , 

Ditto 

1440 ; 

72 

22 1 

Ditto 

180 

9 





23 

ilitto 

lOSO 

54 


Total .... 

0369 

SIS 

24 

Ditto T 

240 

12 






25 

Ditto 

720 

39 

1 

Thukurdwar Street 

h ...360 

IS 

20 

Ditto 

600 

30 

2 

Ditto ..J 

1 192 

9? 

27 

Ditto 

120 

C 

3 

Ditto 

31 

l|j 





4 

Ditto 

300 

15 


Total 

5016 

2501 

5 

Ditto 

420 

21 




- — — 

6 

Ditto 

144 

71 

19 

Hornby Row ... 

1500 

75 

7 

Ditto 

144 

■ ^ 

20 

Ditto 

400 

20 

8&9 1 

Ditto 

ISO 

9 





10 1 

Ditto 

720 

36 


Total ... 

1900 

95 

1 

Total ... 

2401 

124|j 


Grand Total ... 

27,055 

1352t 


J Pub. Diary 174 of 1803, 1974. ■ . . ; 

” The details are given in a letter from \Y, Crawford civil paymaster to the 
Secretary Town CommittoG, dated 7th May 1803. The sale was on the 21st August 
1786, the building is described as the Old Town Hall and the area 8187$^ square feet 
ec|uai to 909^5 square jcwds. Pub. Diary 174 of 1803, 1975. See above page 488, 
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The second example the land pay office yard though not more in point 
is more within reach of examination. The new shed on the south side 
of this gTound now in charge of the commissary of stores was not then 
ill existence: All the other hnildings upon ii are very old and very 
common. If therefore we deduct Es. 2000 from the sum offered on 
account of these old buildings Es. 60^000 will remain as the price of 
4290 square ^urds of land that is Rs. 13-3-93 the square yard. Ifow 
if for the sake of whole numbers Es. 16 be considered the medium of 
the above prices, this may perhaps not be very wide of the market 
price of a square yard of land within the fort in situations convenient 
for business . Captain Brookes having been personally present with the 
Collector at the pay office yard sale, informs tis that after an improper 
influence exerted by a particular family had been counteracted (and which 
for near an hour lia-d kept the first lot at PbS. 4000) the sale was a fair 
competition of lildders and must therefore be considered as a decisive 
criterion of the value of ground similarly situated that is of the 
market priced 

The ordinary aniinal ground rent for good land in Bombay without 
the gates near the town is 11 res the square yard and a very handsome 
rent it is, being £16 12s. 9d. the acre counting the rupee at 2s. 6d. 
As ill Boinba}^ the established rate of interest differs little from 9 per 
cent, land on aceonnt of its security may be fairly estimated in 
ordinary cases at fifteen year pureliase. By this computation 1 qr. 
65 res should be the fair price of a square yard in common cases 
wdtlioiit the gates so long as money can be borrowed on good security 
at 9 per cent. As it has been showui above that Es. 16 is near the 
market price of a square yard of land within the gates it follows that 
in favourable situations wdthin the gates the growing competition for 
an article ^vhich cannot be increased has raised the market price 
3S7S per cent a];>ove its natural value. If the above reasonings are Just 
and the calculations accurate we must eoiieliide that to re-biiikl the 
space in ruins upon the proposed plan leaving forty feet clear along 
such parts of the ramparts as the late fire approached, may probably 
cost the Honourable Company Es. 15,440, To rebuild the space in ruins 
upon the proposed plan reserving a place of arms of given extent in 
such part thereof as may be thought proper, and reserwng also a clear 
space sixty feet wide along the ramparts from the Banian bastion to the 
Mainbi, the committee conceive, may involve the following expense ; 

Place of arms ... ... ... 2,40,000 

Removal of houses ... ... ... ,, 1 , 20 , 115 ' 

Sixty feet clear along the ramparts.,. ,, 2,07,440 

This report lieing read the President delivers in a statement from 
Town Major ilr. William Green, dated Bombay 18th May 1803^ 


1 Details of this sale of the Company’s ground situated hctween the Engine House 
ami King's Barracks subject to a quit rent of Rs, 5 a year and amount payable one 
mouth after delivery of the grox^nd shoxv that the arcki was sold in four lots: Lot 1 
to Dhiikji D.iddji for Rs. 18,000 ; Lot 2 to the same for Es. 10,000 ; Lot 3 to the 
same for Rs. 10,000 ; iind Lot 4 to Nagar Karsoii for Es. 9000, Eub. Diary 174 of 1803, 
197G. 



ffiaterialsj 

ISLAm 605 

showing that the breadth of the space left clear for a communieatioh 
between the Church and Apollo Gates/ that is in such part of the 
town as remained unaffected by the late fire^ gives a medium breadth 
of twenty-four to twenty-five feet^ while the like communication 
between the Church Gate and Bazdr Gate averages not quite twenty 
ieet.^', 

After consideration at the same Consultation, Government determine 
to fix the future breadth of the communication along the works between 
Church Gate and Bazdr Gate at forty feet that is at halfway between 
the present average breadth and the suggested width of sixty feet. 
This medium the Board remark combines in the greatest possible degree 
a necessary attention to economy with the requirements of public 
utility. In our opinion, they continue, the difference of twenty feet 
does not constitute a consideration equal to the expense of Rs. 2,07,440 
%vhich the above recorded able and clear report from the town committee 
shows a sixty-foot broad communication would cost. Besides by 
limiting the breadth to forty feet due regard is shown to the situations 
of the late inhabitants who will thus be able to reoccupy if not the 
precise limits from which they were lately burnt out, yet each of them 
a nearly equivalent area within the same protected space without 
incurring any expense of material moment to the Honourable Company. 

They add : The same combined motives preclude Government from 
allotting a place of arms within the walls in the space known under 
the denomination of Bombay Green. The members of the Board cannot 
think they should stand justified with their superiors in adopting this 
article of the propositions laid before them for the rebuilding of the 
Bazar, especially as since the period of that suggestion, circumstances 
have admitted of their allotting for military purposes, in the spot called 
Mody^s bay, a still more extensive area than that originally proposed to 
be taken from the ground in the Baz4r. 

As the removal of the remaining houses in the Baz?ir is estimated 
to cost so large a sum as Rs. 1,25,775, Government will not enter upon 
what must be undertaken at so heavy a charge without the consent of 
the Honourable the Court of Directors further than by determining 
that in proportion as these houses fall into decay and require to be 
rebuilt, this shall not he admitted on any system other than one in 
strict consistence with the plan which the Board have already sanctioned 
for the erection of the new houses in that part of the Baz4r which has 
been destroyed. Copies of these resolutions to be transmitted to the 
town committee with instructions to proceed to allot to each of the 
former proprietors of the houses in the Baz^r lately consumed on the 


^ The details in feet between the Church Gate and the Apollo Gate are : Church 
Gate 15, Mr. Defc’ouza’s office 32, Fort of Cavalier X6, Mr. Crawford’s house 56, 
General Nicholas house 34, Eope Walk 30, and road by-the Eope Walk 69. 

The details in feet between Church Gate and Baz^r Gate are ; 


Comer by the Church Gate . . . 

32 

Cavalier 

... 20 

Ardesar Didy’s Church 

32 

Bazar Gate ... 

... 16 

Hodges* Ravelin 

25 

Beyond Baz^Lr Gate 

... 13 

Mr. Green’s House 

30 

Cavalier Eoad ... 

... 8 

Banian Bastion 

Pub. Biaty 174 of 1803, 1976-77.^ 

B 483—64 

18 

Bomb-proof 

... 11 
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Cliapter lY. 17th. February last^ that proportion of ground whieh will devolve to each 

Fortifi^tions of them on the principles of the preceding resolutions, reporting from 
and Buildings, time to time their progress inclusive of the quotas of indemnification 
to which any of the said inhabitants may in their opinion have an 
for iSprivements equitable claim. Ordered that copy of the above report by the town 
Ws. ’ committee with the preceding resolutions be forwarded to the Court 
of Directors by the overland despatch proceeding hence on the 15th 
instant for the Honourable Court'’ s information as to the progress 
hitherto made towards rebuilding that part of the Bazdr consumed by 
the fire on the 17th February 1803.^ 

Theatre to be Bombay Government Consultation, 13th May 1803 : Bead the 
rented for Office following proposals from the managers of the theatre. The managers 
mo3 theatre understanding that Government are much in want of 

room for offices beg to submit to their consideration the renting of the 
stage floor of the theatre to serve for the town committee and for the 
Sadar Adalat office.^ More, the managers apprehend, could not be 
accommodated ; and though Government rented it formerly forRs. 250 
monthly for the great and petty sessions use, yet being desirous 
chiefly to accommodate Government, they only require Rs. 160 
monthly, being the actual charges attending the theatre. Government 
agree to the above proposal for one year certain, of wffiich the 
departments for whose use the theatre is to be rented, are to be advised.^ 

Bombay, In his Oriental Commerce published in 1813 Milburn thus describes 

1808. Bombay apparently between 1803 and 1808. After quoting the 

passage from Parsons, 1775 (given above at page 482), Milburn adds : 
Between the two marine gates is the castle, called Bombay Castle, a 
regular quadrangle, well built of strong hard stone. In one of the 
bastions is a large tank or reservoir for water. The fortification s are 
numerous, particularly towards the sea, and are so well constructed, 
the whole being encompassed by a broad and deep ditch, which can be 
flooded at pleasure, that it is now one of the strongest places the 
Company have in India. Besides the Castle are several forts and 
redoubts, the principal of which is Mdhim situated at the opposite 
extremity of the island, so that, properly garrisoned, Bombay may bid 
defiance to any force that can be brought against it. In the centre of 
the town is a large open space, called the Green, which in the fine 
weather season, is covered with bales of cotfcon, and other merchandise 
entirely unprotected ; around the Green are many large well built and 
handsome houses ; the (Joveriiment house, and the church, which is an 
extremely neat commodious and airy building, are close to each other, 
on the left of the Church Gate. On the right of the Church Gate is 


1 Pub. Diary 174 of 180.% 1977 - 1981. 

2 In 1820, the provincial Court of Civil Appeal at Surat was abolished and the 
Chief Civil Court or Sadar Diwdni Adalat was transferred from Bombay to Surat. 
Reg. V of 1820. In the same year the powder and functions of the Criminal Court 
of circuit and of appeal were united to form a Chief Criminal Court or Sadar 
Majddri Adalat SLud stationed at Surat. In 1828 the Chief Civil and Criminal 
Courts were again removed from Burat to Bombay. Reg. VII of 1828 ; Bombay 
Gazetteer, Burat, II, 228. 

s Bom. Gov. Consultation 13th May 1803, Pub. Diary 174 of 180% 1981. 
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the Btlzar, which is very crowded and populous, and where the native 
mercliauts prixicipally reside. At its commencement stands the theatre, 
a neat handsome structure. This part o£ the town suffered much by 
a destructive fire which broke out in February 1803 and destoyed 
nearly three-fourths of the B.^zar. together with the barracks custom- 
house and many other pubhc buildings- and property of immense value 
belonging to the native merchants. Many houses in the neighbourhood 
of the Castle ere battered down by the artillery, to stop the pi'Ogress 
of the ilames, and preserve the magazine/ or in all probability the 
u hole town would have been destroyed. Since the fire of ib03 this 
part of the town has been rebuilt, and the whole much impx’oved^ at a 
considerable expense to the Company.^ 
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^ Milbum’s Oriental Commerce (1813), 1. 169-170. 



j^r»p*Eisrr)ix i. 


THE SiDIS IN BOMBAY. 

FAQB '2S2 Mte S,. 

The Sidi coiinection witli Bombay lasted for about eighteen years from 
1672 to 1690. The details of these relations from 1672 to 1685 are 
lecorded by Grme (Fragments, 3-110). In October 1672, about twelve 
years after tbeir appointment as Mogbal admirals, the Sidis under Sidi 
Fdkut entered Bombay barbour with the object of ravaging Sbivdji^ 
Kurlabs, tkat is the lands and villages of Panvel, Pen, and A.libag. As 
President Aungier refused to let them land in Bombay they withdrew to 
J anjira. They returned to Bombay on the 24th December where they were 
received with constrained civility and were allotted houses in the town of 
Mazgaon. Sidi Y 4kut proposed to the President that they should join against 
Shiv4ji, Aungier explained that a war with Shivaji meant the stoppage 
of all Bombay supplies. Sidi Yakut admitted this difficulty and in 
January 1673 retired to Sm^at. Though Sidi Yakut was friendly, his 
people, ‘with insolence characteristic of Moors in the Moghal’s service/ 
burnt several of the houses which had been allotted to them in Mazgaon. 
In May 1673 the Moghal and Sidi fleets anchored off Bombay and 
required permission to winter (May -October) on the island. This 
permission Aungier accorded, neither because he was pleased to have the 
Sidis as guests nor because he was unable to drive them off, bnt because 
to refuse the fleet shelter would be to enrage the Moghal Emperor and 
destroy English trade at Surat. For this reason Aungier allowed the 
four principal Moghal frigates to be hauled ashore under the shelter of 
Bombay Castle. He refused to allow any Sidi boats to be hauled ashore 
or to permit any of the crews to remain. On the return of the fair 
season (September 1673) the Sidis came to Bombay, took away the 
Moghal frigates, and pillaged the Batnagiri coasts. They returned on 
the 18th of October without message or warning and laid waste Pen and 
Hagothna. Mr. Aungier remonstrated to the Sidi and the Governor of 
Surat. Ho argument availed and Mr. Aungier had to restrain his indig- 
nation from sinking the Sidi’s ships *when they insolently anchored 
under Bombay Castle. On the 24th April 1674 driven in by a gale the 
Sidi's fleet anchored in the harbour. They were ordered to leave and 
refused. From the sea-side they sent a number of rowboats up the 
Mahim creek, and, landing at Sion, drove the people out of their houses 
intending to stay till the monsoon was over. A frigate and part of the 
Bombay gaiTison forced them to leave. Their boats with 500 armed 
Sidis tried to land at Mazgaon hut were beaten back by the cannon 
from the shore. It was agreed that 300 of the Sidi's men armed only 
'with swords and under the watch of the Bombay garrison should be on 
shore at the same time. The Sidis conducted themselves with more 
respect than in their former sojournments. They sailed in the beginning 
of September and returned in February distressed with every want and 
soon after proceeded to Surat where they spent the monsoon. In 1675 
Aurangzeb strengthened the Sidi fleet with two large ships, two frigates, 
and two thousand men. The fleet arrived in Bombay barbour in Decem- 
ber 1675. Sidi Sambal who commanded both the Moghal and the Sidi 
Vessels came to Bombay early in April. He wished to pass the monsoon 
in Bombay. But the prudence of President Aungier' procured him 
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an in vitiation to Sux’at and he left with all his vessels on April 8th. In 
July all the Sidi’s ships which had been left in Janjira under Sidi Kasim 
came to Bombay to spare the provisions of the Janjira garrison. 8icli 
Kasim was received with respect and took his abode at Mazgaon where 
the larger vessels rode and the smaller were haaied ashore. In the 
middle of August Sidi Kdsim left to help in the defence of Janjira. 
At the end of April 1677 Sidi Samhal and Sidi Kasim came together to 
Bombay from Janjira, Sidi Kasim was giren quarters near the fort, 
apparently in the original custom house near the pi-ewent mint. Sambal, 
who was ordered to hand the command to Ka:d.m, promised from day to 
day to go to Surat but loitered till the monsoon set in. As it was then 
impossible to put to sea he took up his residencej as usua^, at Mazgaon. 
At the beginning of the next fair season (October 1677) Sambal and 
Kisim quarrelled regarding the terms of handing over the command. At 
last Kasim with 300 men marched from his quarters near the Castle and 
attacked Sambal and his 300 at Mazgaon. The reports of matchlocks 
and pistols apprised the Castle which detached the best of the garrison 
with the troop of horse who fell indiscriminately on both sides until they 
had quelled the riot. This was not effected till three horses of the troop 
and Sambal’s own horse were killed. Many were wounded and some slain 
mostly by the sword. The Council obliged the two chiefs to send to the 
ships all their men except a few menials. A watch was also allowed 
over the vessels hauled on the shore. In consequence of the OounciFs 
mediation Samhal retii^ed. Kasim raised his flag as admiral of the two 
fleets, and left Bombay in the beginning of November. They returned 
in late April (1678) having through the governor of Surat obtained 
leave to winter in Bombay. They hauled their smaller vessels ashore 
at Mazgaon and moored the larger ones as close to the shore as they 
could. Many of the men made their dwelling in the town and daily 
committed violence and injuries] on the Gentu inhabitants, Shivaji 
planned a scheme of crossing in boats from Panvel and burning the 
Sidi’s fleet. But during the monsoon enough boats were not available. 
He next asked leave of the Portuguese to pass to Mizgaon through 
SaJsette and Mdhim. The Portuguese distrusted Shivaji and forty armed 
boats drawn up in the creek before Thana made the attempted passage im- 
possible. Sidi K4sim unable to pay his men remained in Bombay harbour 
till near the close of the year. In August 1679 the fortifying of Kanheri 
by Shivaji and in J anuary 1 680 the fortifying of Henery by the Sidi increased 
the rivalry and anxiety regarding Bombay harbour. In 1680 Sidi 
Kasim sent some boats captured from the Marathas to be sold in Bombay. 
The Government, who were then in negotiation with Shivaji, forbade the 
sale. So the Sidi passed along the south of the harbour and ravaged Pen, 
On the 28th April 1680 Sidi Kasim sent some of his smaller ships to 
winter at Mazgaon. On the strength of a recent proclamation at Surat 
which had made Europeans liable to the same customs duties as Hindus 
the Sidis treated the people of Mazgaon as their subjects and brought 
captives from the Kurlahs to sell in the Mazgaon market. On the 4th of 
May some Sidis brought contraband goods into the market w^hich led to 
a flght. Next day (May 5th) Sidi Kasim came into the harbour with the 
main body of his fleet. Without compliment or warning he anchored off 
the fort. Guns were fired on him and an agreement was concluded under 
which he was allowed to remain in Bombay harbour during the winter 
provided he did not plunder the Kurlahs. On the 1st of August Sidi 
KiS-sim prepared to signalise a successful attack on Kenery by fixing 
eighty Mara tha heads ofi poles along the Mdzgaon shore. This form of 
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rejoicing tlie Council interdicted. Sidi Kasim remained at Mazgaon till 
the 22nd December when he started to plunder down the coast. He 
returned in the end of April (1681) and sailed for Surat on the 3rd 
May leaving six galivats and 300 men at Mazgaon, During the breaks 
in the monsoon the Sidi boats from tlnderi attacked several Bombay 
boats crossing for supplies to the N^othna creek. The Bombay 
Government appealed for redress to Surat and the Sidis remained 
quiet till October. Then Kd^sirn returned with his fleet from Surat to 
Bombay harbour and setting aside his orders from Bnrat, detained a 
Bombay boat that carried his own pass, Sidi Kasimj says Onne, was 
all this while allowed to occupy the town of Mazgaon and to make every 
use of the port without control, becanse the concern of lading the Com- 
pany’s ships at Surat precluded any effectual opposition to his enormities 
w'hich this forbearance increased. 

On the 12th April 1682, after guarding Janjira from the Marathas, Sidi 
Kasim came into Bombay harbour where the English Council at Surat, 
more afraid of the Moglial than of Sambhaji, had ordered their admittance. 
During the snatches of fair weather in the rains the Sidis and MarAthas 
fought at Kanheri and at the mouth of the Nagothna creek. In a fight on 
the 5th October between Sidi Kasim and Sidi Misri, who bad joined the 
Marathds, Sidi K^sim won and brought back four prizes and Sidi Misri a 
prisoner. As Sidi Misri was mortally wounded the Bombay Council allow^ed 
him to belauded but refused permission to any one else. In November 
1682, before a Moglial fleet expected from Surat could annve, Sambhaji 
ordered his admiral Daulat Khan to attack the Sidis in Bombay. The 
militia were drawn out to resist the Maratha attack when an ambassador 
arrived from Sambhdji explaining that Aurangzeb’s fleet had orders to take 
Bombay from the English and Bassein and Daman from the Portuguese. 
Sambhaji proposed an alliance on condition the Bombay Government 
would refuse both the Sidi and the Moghal access to Bombay harbour. 
Meanwhile the Sidi knowing the arrival of the Moghals would prove the 
end of his harvest, plundered Pen and on the 2 8 th November in spite of 
the ComiciFs expostulation brought 200 prisoners to Mazgaon. On the same 
day (28t:h November) the Moghal fleet sailed into the harbour w^ithout the 
compliment of notice. They landed 3000 trained Moors at Mazgaon wdio 
bore themselves with such insolence that a stranger would have believed 
the whole island belonged to them. The English, who seemed to hold 
their Castle on sufferance, were obliged to watch its gates against treachery 
and surprise. After the cold weather plundering cruise in March 1683 the 
Sidi and Moghal fleets returned to Bombay and on the 20tli March the 
Moghal fleet was recalled to Surat. The Sidis remained at Mazgaon more 
insolent than ever. In the Mazgaon market in May two unarmed soldiers 
of the Bombay garrison were cut down by two of the Sidi’s Pathans. 
The Sidi sent the murderer privately to Surat. The Bombay Council 
took a strange form of expressing their annoyance. In Julj; a crazy 
Councillor and a newly arrived ship captain heated with wine boarded the 
ship on which Sidi Kasim had his quarters. They used abusive language 
and the captain drew his sword. They were overpowered and sent back 
in their boat. No sooner was he on board than the captain flred a broadside 
into the Sidi fortunately doing little injury, except in Surat where on learning 
the news the mob crowded the streets claiming vengeance on the English. 
The Sidi’s fleet, who as usual had to wait for funds from Surat, did not 
leave Bombay till the end of October. On the 21st (November) the 
Moghal fleet arrived from Surat to overawe Bombay and Sambh^ji’s fleet. 
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During the Bombay rebellion (December 1683 to December 1684:) the 
strong government of Keigwin forbade the Sidi’s galivats to continue at 
Mazgaon or to come there for any purpose than to. get water. In conse- 
quence in the beginning of April 1 684 they retired to Surat. During 
the next cold weather, up to November when they surrendered the fort 
and island to Sir Thomas Grantham, the rebels without yielding to them 
kept on fair terms with the Sidis who had lately returned from Surat. 
Keigwin had to watch against surprise from Sambhaji as well as from the 
Sidi, for both of them would have given much to capture the island. 

Between 1685 and 1688 no reference has been traced to the Sidis in 
Bombay. Early in 1689, on the rupture with the Moghals, which formed 
part of Sir John Child’s ambitious scheme for increasing the power of the 
English, boats from Bombay captured several of the Sidi’s vessels which 
were carrying provisions to the Moghal army at Danda Rajpuri. Of the 
result of this act of aggression the interloper Captain Hamilton has left the 
following probably not unbiassed account : When (1689) the nevTs came 
to Sidi Yakut that) his fleet with his provisions of corn and cloth were seized 
and carried to Bombay he sent a civil letter to our General to discharge 
Ills fleet protesting that as he had not meddled in the afiairs between the 
General and the Suraters he would continue neuter unless he was forced to 
do otherwise. But our General gave him an insolent answer and the fleet 
was unladed at Bombay. Sidi Yakut sent again in fair terms to desire 
the delivery of his fleet, otherwise he would be obliged to come with his 
army and quarter on Bombay where his provisions were detained. He 
threatened that if his fleet was not set at liberty before the 11th February, 
which was near at hand, he^ would certainly be on Bombay by the 14th. 
As he still received uncivil answers he performed his promise to a tittle, 
for that very night he landed at a place called Souree (Sewri), about 
four miles distant from the main fort, with 20,000 men at his hack. 
Our General’s secainty had made him neglect providing for receiving 
such guests, trusting to the reputation of his forces wno were greater 
then than ever they had been before or ever were since that time. And 
he had small ships enough, had they been stationed in proper places, 
that might certainly have hindered the Sidi landing and forced him home 
again. Bat all those necessary preparations wei'e neglected and the Sidi 
landed at midnight. The redoubt where he landed fired a gi’eat gun 
to give the alarm and so deserted their post and the Sidi took possession 
of it. Atone in the morning the Oastle fired three gnns to give the 
general alarm which brought such fear on those that lived securely in 
their houses without the Castle that the poor ladies both white and black 
ran half naked to the fort and only canned their children with them, 
but they were all obliged to wait without the wail till daylight relieved 
them. Next morning the Sidi marched to Mdzgaon, a small fort of 
fourteen guns and about a random shot distant from the Castle. On the 
enemy’s approach, that fort, though situated on a point of rocks where 
the sea defended three-quarters of it, was also deserted in such precipitancy 
that eight or ten chests of treasure which generally contain 1000 pounds 
each and four chests oi new arms were left behind. The seamen that 
were sent in boats to bring them of, prof ered to carry them along with 
them, but the Commanding Officer thought the seamen not fit to be 
trusted with money and arms and so the chests were left for a present to 
Bidi Yakut with fourteen cannon, two mortars, and some powder shot 
and shells. Why that treasure and those arms and ammunition were 
deposited in Mazgaon few could account for, and the reasons why they 
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were left to tbe enemy were as wonderful. It was plain that the old Appendix I. 

way of fishing in troubled waters was known at Bombay and the officer m 

was never called to account for his oversight, Sidi Yakut finding no ^BomTay, 

opposition senta party of men towards Mihim to plunder the poor peasants 1672-1690* 

and to take that fort which he thought might be deserted as the rest had 

been. Nor was he in the least ont in his conjecture for the garrison had 

embarked in boats and come by sea to Bombay before they saw an 

enemy. The Sidi taking possession of Mdzgaon hoisted his flag there 

and made it his head-quarters. The following day some of the enemy 

appeared on the Mazgaon hills which grieved our General’s righteous soul 

to see infidels come so near him in an hostile manner. He called a minion 

of his own, one Captain Pean, who was no better soldier than himself, 

and ordered him to take two companies, each containing about seyenty 

men and march to those hills and drive the enemy out of his sight. He 

also ordered to be Pean’s lieutenant one Monro who had been a soldier 

at Tangier and received a wound in his heel that spoiled his runnings. 

Accordingly they marched in good order within shot of the enemy who* 
shewed their heads above the surface of the hill, but did not offer tO' 
advance or expose their bodies. Several gentlemen volunteers took tbeir 
arms and accompanied the little army. Lieutenant Monro advised the 
Captain to march up the hill in platoons to separate the enemy’s forces. 

The Captain took it as an affront to be advised. He said to his lieutenant : 

When you have the command in your own hands you may use it as you 
think fit. As it is now entrusted to me I will use it according to my 
Own mind. So he ordered his men to spread as much as they could and 
when they saw the enemy open in the plain to discharge all at once 
amongst them which he said would terrify them. Monro opposed Pean’s 
scheme and told him of the danger he would bring himself and them 
into, if the enemy should attack them whilst their arms were reloading. 

Nothing could dissuade Pean from his project and so he commanded his 
men to fire as he directed. The Sidis being ten to one in numbers and 
better runners than our men, and also better acquainted with close 
fighting with sword and target, took hold of the opportunity and advanced 
with all their speed. This the Captain perceiving betook himself to his. 
heels and was the foremost man to the Portuguese church where he took 
courage to look behind him to see what was become of his men. Poor 
Monro thinking to stop the enemy’s career by a part of the wing that he 
commanded, fonnd himself deserted by all but thirteen or fourteen stout 
fellows who were soon surrounded by the enemy and cut to pieces. Pean 
had not stopt at the Portuguese church had he not found a party of 
iOQ men that lay there ready to support or receive him as his case should 
require. He was a fellow as well made for running as any I ever saw 
and was so much in the General’s favour that he had not so much as a 
reprimand for his cowardice and misbehaviour. This relation I had from 
a gentleman volunteer who kept always near the Captain while he could 
keep pace with him. And now the Sidi being master of the whole island 
except the Castle and about half a mile to the southward of the Castle, 
he raised batteries on Dongri hill which overlooked the fort wall and 
disturbed the garrison very much. Then the Sidi put four great guns 
in the custom house commonly called the India House and raised a 
battery at the Moody’s house within 200 paces of the Port, and another 
in the Lady’s house that the General had been so unkind to, so that it 
was dangerous to go out or in at the Castle gate till we got up an half 
moon before it. All men were then pressed into the Company’s service, 
and I amongst the rest. We passed the months from April to September 
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very ill, for provisions grew scarce by tlie addition of 3000 Sliivdjis that 
were employed as auxiliaries in tlie military service of tlie Company, 
Wberi the winter months were over, at September we went to sea with 
our small ships to cruize on the Moghal’s subjects and had pretty good 
success. 

The ill success we had ashore with the enemy made our GeneTal sick« 
In December he despatched two factors to the Moghal’s court with a 
Surat merchant called Mir Mezamie. In January General Child died 
which much facilitated the Ambassador’s afairs at the Moghai court. 
While a new charter was preparing, the Sidis were ordered to forbear 
hostilities and as the English had the same orders, frequent visits passed 
between the Sidis and the Enropeans. When the fliirmdn was ready 
and the reqnired security given, Sidi Ydkut left Bombay the 8th June 
1690. But he left behind him a pestilence which in four months’ time 
destroyed more men than the war had done and for joy made a malicious 
bonfire of his head-quarters, Mazgaon Fort.^ 


^ Hamilton’s New Account of the East Indies (1744), I. 220-234. 
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HARBOUR, docks, SHIPS, AND LIGHT-HOUSES. 

Aftek its transfer to the English the earliest available refei’encc to 
Bombay Harbour is by the Dutch traveller Baldseus, who, in 1666, 
describes it as a fine large port wliei-e one can lie safe from all winds. 
The depth he gives as six fathoms at high water and four fathoms at low 
vmter.^ 

In 1668 in the first despatch after the transfer of the island to the 
Honourable Company, orders were issued for making a harbour with 
docks, and for stationing at Bombay an armed vessel of about 180 tons 
for the protection of the island and of its trade.^ 

In January 1673 the French traveller Delion wrote : At the entrance 
of the port of Bombay lies a rook which stretching a mile deep into the 
sea makes this passage very dangerous. For this reason we sent for 
some pilots who took us safely on the 12 th into that harbour which is 
one of the safest in the world provided you are well acquainted with the 
situation of the place to avoid the rocks.^ 

In 1750 Grose (Yoyage, I* ^9) writes : Bombay harbour is spacious 
enough to contain any number of ships. It has excellent anchoring 
ground. And by its circular position can afford them a land-locked 
shelter against any winds to which the mouth of it is exposed. It is 
also admirably situated for a centre of dominion and commerce, with 
respect to the Malabar Coast, the Gulf of Pei'sia, the Bed Sea, and the 
whole trade of that side of the Great Indian Peninsula and northern parts 
adjoining to it, to the Government of which Presidency they are very 
properly subordinated. 

Between 1766 and 1770 Forbes (Oriental Memoirs, L 21-22) writes : 
The harbour is one of the finest in tbe world, accessible at all seasons and 
affording a safe anchorage during the tempestuous monsoons, Tbe 
merchants carry on a trade with all principal sea ports and interior cities 
of the peninsula of India and extend their commerce to the Persian and 
Arabian Gulfs, the Coast of Africa, Malacca, China, and the eastern 
islands. Again, he says (Or. Mem. 1.151-152) : Bombay harbour is 
large and secure from tbe storms and hurricanes which are very frequent 
and destructive at Surat bar and on the Malabar Coast. 

About 1775 Parsons (Travels in Asia and America, 214-215) writes: 
Bombay w^as first called so by the Portuguese, literally in English, Good 
Bay, which it is in all respects, being so very capacious as to be capable of 
receiving any number of ships of any size or draft of water with room 
sufficient to moor clear of each other in safety. 


^ Baldteus’ Malabdr and Coromandel Coast, Amsterdam, 1672, page 63. 

“ Bruce’s Annals, IL 226, 

" Journal Bom. JBr. Boyal As. Soc. Vol. XVII. Pt. II. 51. This mile-long rock is 
Coldba. Coming froiii the north Bclloii’s ship would be tempted to x>wt hit ) Back 
Bay and be wrecked on the reefs. 
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In 1786-87 Francklin (Pinkerton’syoyages, IX. 232) speaks of Bombay 
as a splendid harbonr. 

From their first connection with the island the wide range of its tides 
impressed the English with the suitableness of Bombay harbour as a 
place for Bocks. In August and September 1668, despatches from the 
Court of Directors in London and from Governor Gerald Aungier in 
Bombay crossed each other, enforcing the advantages of a mole and dry 
dock for Bombay,! 

In 1670, the Court of Directors ordered the making of docks and sent 
to Bombay Warwick Pett, one of the Pett family of famous ship- 
builders, to construct two vessels for the defence of the island and 
to instruct the natives in the art of ship-building. Nothing seems to 
have come of this first attempt. 

In 1686 the distinguished sailor Sir John Wyborne, Deputy Governor 
of Bombay, suggested the building of a dry dock . All ships, he writes, 
in these seas when they know of a dock where they can lie securely 
will come to clean and repair. Had there been a dock the ship Ffalcon 
had not left her bones here. We can only say it will be a necessary 
profitable work when done. 

In their Bombay despatch for 1683-90 the Court of Directors ordered 
the Honourable Bartholomew Harris, Governor of Bombay (1690-1694), 
to complete a dry dock in Bombay, that it might become a safe retreat 
to English shipping. Large quantities of iron work were sent for building 
and repairing vessels. But in those the darkest of dark end-of -century 
days nothing was done. 

Between 1704 and 1707, under Sir Nicholas Waite, the ^ wretched 
arrangements ’ hitherto deemed sufficient for repairing ships are said to 
have been somewhat improved. 

In 1735, with the help of Mr. Dudley Master Attendant, and of 
Lavji Nasarvanji the famous Parsi Shipbuilder or Wadia from Surat, 
Government started a ship-building yard at Bombay, 

Till 1 748 the only dry dock was a mud basin in and out of which the 
tide flowed at will. This mud basin was probably pretty near the centre 
of the present Government Dockyard. On the 3rd January 1748, when 
the Honourable William W'ake was Governor, the following resolution 
was recorded : Considering that a dry dock at this place capable of 
receiving a ship of 50 guns (that is of about 500 tons) would be 
extremely useful for cleaning or repairing ships belonging to the Honour- 
able Company or to private traders, and thereby bring many advantages 
to the island, particularly in respect to trade and most branches of the 
revenue, the charge of which by computation would not exceed Rs. 5000, 
and which would be soon reimbursed by collecting a duty (not yet agreed 
upon) on all ships that make use of it. Of all which the Board being 
very sensible, and likewise well assured there are many private persons 
who would gladly take it on themselves for the advantage, it is agreed 
that the same be undertaken on the Honourable Company's account, 
borrowing money of the Bank for the amount for which a distinct head 
is to be kept on the General Books, Directed, therefore, that such 


^ lu 1668 Bruce notices (Annals, II. 226) : The first despatch after the transfer of 
Bombay to the Company contained orders for making a harbour with docks. In the 
same year 1668 (in another place, page 241), he adds : A mole and dry dock are 
wanteL 
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timber and plaois as may be wanted for tbe gates of the dock be indented Appendix II. 
for to Tellicherry. ^ ^ 

Apparently tbe site of tbe mud basin was cbosen for the new dock 17^0. 

Tbe work was pusbed so briskly that on tbe 3rd of July 1750 this entry 
appears: The dry dock ordered to be set about at tbe Presidency 
being finished, tbe rates to be paid for all ships and yessels that go into 
it are now settled, namely Bs. 150 for tbe first spring and Rs. 100 for 
every spring they remain in afterwards. 

On tbe 23rd January 1751, when tbe Honourable R. Bourcbier was 176L 
Governor, it was Judged if the beads of the dry dock were carried a 
little further out, it would not only be more commodious, but by means 
of tbe tides carrying ofi the filth wbicb at present settles in it, and as 
tbe same may be done for a small expense, it is agreed that it be set 
about and finished as speedily as possible. This 1750 dock is tbe Upper 
Old Bombay Dock, 209 feet long 47 feet broad and 15 feet deep. It 
forma tbe inmost or westmost section of tbe soutbern of tbe two lines of 
docks wbicb He parallel to each other, about north-east and south-west 
near tbe centre of tbe Government Dockyard. 

This Dock proved so great a success that in 1754 tbe Superintendent 1761-1766. 
of Marine suggested the building of a second dock outside of and in tbe 
same line as the 1750 dock. In 1756, while tbe work was in progress, 

Captain Pearce of the ship Edgecote^ asked that tbe dam in front of the 
dock might be broken and bis ship be allowed to pass in. On Captain 
Pearce agreeing to pay tbe expenses of pulling down tbe dam and any 
extraordinary expense Government might be put to for want thereof 
till tbe dock gates were fixed, bis ship was allowed to enter. Captain 
Pearce’s bill, wbicb be afterwards tried to repudiate, was Rs.681-l-69.i 

In 1762, on tbe lOtb and lltb June, Admiral Oornisb wrote from 1762, 

Ti'incomalee urging the completion of tbe outer dock before tbe return of 
tbe squadron. Tbe dock was of the utmost consequence. It w^as tbe only 
means of preserving the two capital ships of the squadron. On tbe 21st 
July 1762 tbe Honourable Charles Cromraelin being Governor, tbe Board 
resolved ; ^ Tbe outer dock has been carrying on as fast as tbe tides 
would admit of working upon ever since tbe Admiral recommended its 
being completed and not a moment’s time will be lost in finishing it.’ 

This dock, wbicb seems to have been completed before the close of 1762, 
and still shows signs of somewhat rough and hurried workmanship, is 
the Middle Old Bombay dock, 183 feet long 51 broad and 20 deep. 

Tbe cost of this dock is said to have been Hs. 12,000. Outside of this 
second dock and in tbe same line a third dock seems to have been 
almost at once started. 

On tbe 23rd July 1765, when tbe Honourable Charles Crommelin was 1765, 

Governor, tbe following entry of rare cbeerfulness occurs : ^ Our treasury 
being now pretty strong and tbe third dry dock nearly completed, tbe 
same is ordered to be continued and finished as soon as possible.’ This 
is tbe Lower Old Bombay Dock, 256feet long 51 broad and 20 deep. 

Por tbe next forty years this line of three docks, one within tbe other, 1750 •1812, 
was tbe boast of Bombay and tbe wonder of travellers. Even tbe single 
original dock astonished Grose in 1750 and Ives in 1754. In 1763 
before tbe third dock was finished, tbe German traveller Niebuhr wrote : 


2 Pub. Diary 32 of 1759, 107. 
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'Among tlie large number of good arrangements made by the Englisli 
in Bombay for trade and shipping the dock is in.ucli the most considerable 
and important. The work is partly rock-cut ^ partly cut-Btone. Two 
ships can be careened at a time and a third basin is preparing. The work 
though costly brings a considerable return. Strangers pay very dear for 
liberty to careen in these basins. When 1 was in Bombay I saw a ship 
of war belonging to the Imam of Sana which he had sent to Bombay 
solely on purpose to be refitted,’ In August 1775 the traveller Parsons 
wrote : ' At Bombay there is a dockyard large and -well contrived -with 
all kind of naval stores deposited in proper warehouses, together with 
great quantities of timber and planks for repairing and building ships and 
forges for making of anchors as well as every kind of smaller smith’s 
work, Bombay boasts such a dry dock as perhaps is not to be seen in 
any part of Europe, either for size or convenient station. It has three 
divisions and three pairs of strong gates so as to be capable of 
receiving and repairing three ships of the line at one time as the outer- 
most ship can warp out and another be admitted in her place every 
springtide without any interruption of the work doing to the second 
and innermost ships ; or both the outermost and the second ship can go 
out and two others be received in their places without hindrance to the 
workmen employed on the third or innermost ship.’ In 1776 Forbes 
mentions the three excellent docks : In 1786-87 Francklin (Pinkerton’s 
Yoyages, IX. 236) speaks of Bombay’s splendid harbour and excellent 
docks in which His Majesty’s ships were repaired refitted and equipped. 
And in the beginning of the present century the docks are described as 
' scarcely equalled for size or convenience.’ So popular were the docks 
that it had been found possible to raise the original modest Rs. 150 and 
Rs, 100 to Rs. 450 and Rs. 350 in the case of English and to Rs. 600 and 
Rs. 500 in the case of foreign ships. In 1812 Hall (Voyages and 
Travels, HI. 192) found Bombay the only place with docks large enough 
ih.Q Illustrious, 

In June 1782 when the Honourable William Hornby was Govern 
the Admiral asked that either new docks should be made or the old 
docks should be changed. The Board decided that the old docks could 
not be changed. They thought as the rise and fall of the tide was greater 
there than in the Dockyard, Batcher’s Island was the best place for a 
dry dock. Plans and estimates were called for and submitted in Novem- 
ber 1782. 

No further action seems to have been taken, till, in August 1804, at 
the request of His Majesty’s Ministers the Court of Directors urged the 
Bombay Government to arrange for the construction of a 74^gun man- 
of-war, Colaba and Butcher’s Island were examined for sites for a dock 
suitable for the construction of a 74-gun ship. On the 27th March 1805 
His Excellency Admiral Sir Edward Pellew decided that the only proper 
spot was in the dockyard parallel to the old dock. Tenders were issued 
on 1st May 1805. In June 1805 the Governor the Honourable Jonatlian 
Duncan decided that the dock should be begun and a contract entered 
into with one Mulji Naranji for Rs. 1,20,811. In July this decision was 
roview^ed with the result that instead of giving it to contract, the building 
of the dock was entrusted to Captain-Lieutenant Crozier of the Engineers, 
who, ' wdth the utmost regard to substantial strength and future national 
utility, was to make a point of honour of keeping within the estimate.’ On 
the 30th September the Marine Board urged that the proposed dock should 
be extended fui’ther seaward to give room for another dock capable of 
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receiving a sliip of the line of the largest class that could bo expected in 
those seas. The Marine Board urged that if a second dock was not 
built the cost of keeping clear the passage into the first dock would be 
Its. 1800 a year. They urged the extension from motives of economy 
as one dam would do for both. The cost of the additional dock would not 
be more than Rs. 49,000, This suggestion was adopted (4th October 
1805), and the construction of a second dock was sanctioned. On the 
8th April 1806 the Saperintendent of Marine delivered a letter from 
Captain-Lieutenant Crozier saying the cost of both docks would be much 
more than the estimated Rs. 1,69,811. The cost of both docks would 
be Rs. 2,50,000 or Rs. 10,000 less if the upper dock was finished in the 
rough and not with cut-stone. It was also stated that water made its 
way into the dock under the north wall. This report was so unsatis- 
factory that in May 1806 Colonel Atkins was called from Malabilr and 
Captain Cowper from Surat and a committee was appointed to 
examine the dock. The committee’s opinion was most unfavourable. 
They considered the docks planned on a wrong principle and 
executed in an improper manner. In consequence of this opinion on 
the 4th of June Captain Cowper was placed in charge of the work. 
He reported that to complete the two docks would cost Rs. 2,79,457, 
and that the work already done at a cost of Rs. 90,000 was an 
obstacle and should be removed. During the rains the work 
remained at a stand. In September Captain Cowper was ordered to 
proceed with the Upper or Building Dock with durable construction. 
Captain Cowper was to perform the work ^ upon honour’ without 
proceeding further on the original design until the first and most urgent 
portion of the work, that is the Upper or Building Dock, was completed. 
On the 28rd September the Honourable Board reconsidered the question 
of the Lower or Repairing Dock. As opinions were divided, it was 
arranged that progress with the second dock should be stayed till the 
views of the Honourable Coui’t of Directors were ascertained. 

Captain Cowper began work under circumstances of special difficulty. 
His first step was to enclose the whole of Captain Crozier’s masonry 
with a coffer-dam, to the summit of which at high water spring-tides 
the sea nearly approached. Before he could lay a stone in execution of 
his own plan Captain Cowper had to remove every particle of Captain 
Crozier’s masonry. The two leading features of Captain Cowper’s plan 
were the general use of vaulted arches and buttresses in constructing the 
piers, and the system of rahbetting every stone in the exterior and interior 
surface of the dock . By this rabbetting all chinks and cracks were avoided , 
and the dock walls were as impervious as if hewn out of the living 

vro.ek#- ."-v ,.v- 

In January 1807 Captain Cowper had cleared all Captain Crozier’s 
‘ obstacles ’ and began the now work. He had four great difficulties to 
face : the want of trained workmen ; interruption from spxungs, which 
required constant attention at all hours to repress and ultimately to 
confine ; the extensive bed of rock stretching from the upper dock to the 
mouth of the outer dock so solid and hard that it had to be i^emoved by 
mining ; when his cutting reached below the level of the old docks, water 
oozed through the old walls and a considerable part fell. Captain 
Cowper made his new walls support the tottering fabric of the old 
dock, which otherwise must have given way. 

On tho 28th November 1807 the Upper or Building section of the new 
dock, was reported ready for the reception of the keel of the 74. The 
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Appendix II. President Dock Committee would have ordered the keel to he immediatelj 

— ’ laid. But the builder Jamsedji Bamanji being anxious to choose a 

^ oA 7 ^» fortunate day for that purpose and the astrologers having fixed on Friday 

' nexi^ Mr. Money assented to Jamsedji’s proposal. The Honourable 

Board preferred the old English lucky day to the astrologer’s lucky 
day. The Bombay Courier of 26th December announced that the new 
dock was forward enough to admit the laying of the keel of the new 
74, and that the ceremony of the Silver Kail had been fixed for Kew 
Year’s Day. The Courier of 2nd January 1808 has this paragraph : 

‘ While this paper is going to press, a Royal Salute is firing as a signal 
that the Silver Kail has been driven in and united tbe stem and keel of 
the new 74. May,’ adds the loyal editor, ‘ the ever-during Indian teak, 
under the auspices of our gallant tars, rival the glories of the British 
oak.’ A note in the Annual Register for 1808 shows that the name of 
the new 74 was Miuden ; that her Silver Kail was driven by the Governor ; 
and that in the Governor’s honour the dock was called Duncan’s Dock. 
On the west end of the dock on a blackened slab, about eight feefc below 
the pier level, these words are carved : This dock was executed during the 
Government of the Honourable Jonathan Duncan Esquire by Captain 
William Cowper of Engineers, 1807. 

The Upper Duncan Dock is 286 feet long 03 broad and 23 deep. The 
sides are of fine cut stone. The bottom is partly masonry partly rock. 

3 S 10 , The answer of the Honourable Board of Directors to the reference 

regarding the outer or repairing new dock has not been traced. What 
its purport was is beyond doubt. At all cost the outer or repairing dock 
must he pressed on. On the 20th July 1810 the Dock Committee 
addressed the Government stating that as the ^magnificent and important 
work’ of the new docks was completed, they laid before tbe Honourable 
Board the peculiar and eminent merits of Captain Cowper, who planned 
and executed the great undertaking. Ail who visited the Presidency 
considered the new docks an unrivalled monument of professional skill 
and public utility. The committee pleaded for a special reward to Captain 
Cowper. The Honourable Board referred the question of special reward 
to the Honourable Court of Directors. The Lower Duncan Dock is 246 
feet long 63 *6 broad and 23 deep. That is the total length of the two 
docks is 532 feet. In 1811 before all the dock fittings ware completed a 
further sum of Rs. 20,000 had to be spent. The total cost of the Upper 
and Lower Duncan Docks was therefore : Bs. 

Spent by Captain Crozier without return ... ... ... 90,000 

Captain Co\^er’s detailed estimate 2,54,052 

Add for fittings and finishings 20,000 


Total ... 3,64,062 

1810-1849, Since 1810, according to Maclean’s Guide to Bombay (page 239), two 
additions have been made to the Upper Duncan Dock, 30 feet in 1845 and 
40 more in 1849. According to the Monthly Miscellany (page 209) both 
the Bombay and Duncan Docks were extended under the superintendence 
of Captain Sir Robert Oliver in 1845, There is some confusion in these 
statements. The records show that in 1841 the Bombay Government 
proposed to widen the entrance to the Lower or Stern Duncan Dock to 
62 feet, and make culverts and sluices and cut a groove in the dock walls 
for a half depth caisson to keep fourteen feet of water in the Upper 
Duncan Dock, ^ The estimated cost of these improvements was : widening 
Bs. 60,355, caisson Rs, 13,000, total Rs. 73,355. The Court of Directors 
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approved these proposals. Afterwards jn 1843-44 it was arranged to 
widen the Upper Doncan Dock and fit both tipper and lower docks with 
full depth caissons. The revised estimate was : widening Ils. 33,698, full 
depth caisson Ls- 43,00^^ total Bs. 76,698. These changes were approved 
and the work was pressed on. On the 3rd July 1847, the improvements 
w'ere complete and the Peninsular and Oriental Company's steam vessel 
Bragama hauled in for urgent repairs. The gates and ports-locks 
worked very satisfactorily and were highly creditable to Captain Estridg’e. 
The cost proved Bs. 27,344 more than the estimate, that is a total charge 
of Bs, 1,04,042 for the improvements. This raises the grand total outlay 
on the Upper and Lower Duncan Docks as they now stand to Bs. 4,68,094. 
The Honourable Court of Directors were gratified with the manner in 
which the repairs had been caruied out. They considered the result highly 
creditable to the professional talent and assiduity of Captain Estridge. 

Besides the five dry docks in the Government Dockyard there are three 
dry docks at Mdzgaon. Of the three Mazgaon Docks, Mr. Ulotli, 
Superintendent, Peninsular and Oriental Company, and Mr. Turner, 
Agent to the British Indian Company, have kindly supplied the following 
details : The three Mazgaon Docks are the P. and O. small dock, the 
British India Company’s dock, and the P, and O. Ritchie dock. Of the 
three the P. and 0. small dock is the oldest. It seems to be the 
same as the Mud Dock at Mdzgaon which a committee appointed to fix 
a new site for the Powder Works describe (Ifith January 17C7) as 
to the south of the best site for the Pow^der Mills and which is referred to 
in a Consultation oi the 30th January 1776 as ground for a marine yard 
at Mazgaon Dock.^ Hamilton (Gazetteei*, page 562^ about 1810 
mentions at Mazgaon a good dock for small vessels. In 1827 in a 
correspondence regarding proposals for enlarging and improving the 
Mazgaon Dockyard, refex’enoe is made to the basins near the dockyard. 
In 1859 when it had been in a iminous state for many years, this dock 
was handed to the P. and 0. Company, in whose possession and use it 
has since remained. 

The next in age is the British India Dock, 395 feet long 45 broad and 
23 deep, and supposed to have cost about Bs. 5,00,000, This dock is on 
the site of the British outwork, which in 1682 was seized by Yakut 
Khan the Sidi of Janjira, and held by him for nearly a year. The dock 
was built about 1845 by Aga Muhammad Bahim Shirazi, a rich Persian 
merchant. The P. and 0. Company became tenants of this dock in 1846, 
and discontinued its use in 1870. Since 1870 this dock has been leased 
by the British India Company from its owner Sultan NawAz Jang, a 
Haidarabad nobleman. 

The third Milzgaon Dock was built by the P. and O. Company between 
1859 and 1867. °It is named the Bitchie Dock in honour of Mr. John 
Bitchie, the Superintendent of the Company, when the dock was 
completed. The first vessel placed in the Bitchie dock was the P . and 0. 
Company’s steamer Baiigoon, gross tonnage 1776, drawing 15 feet. The 
original length of the dock was 390 feet. It has been twice lengthened, 
the second time in 1890, up to 494 feet. The largest of the Company’s 
fleet Oceana, 0362 tons gross, has since been docked. 

After the Bitchie dock, between 1869 and 1872, the Hog Island 
Hydraulic Lift was completed at a cost of about Bs. 3,00,000. This lift 
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was available for vessels up to 5000 tons, and bad 24 feet of water on ibe 
block at spring tides. TMs lift proved a failure partly on account of its 
distance from Bombay, partly because of the risk of stoin to the vessel 
lifted. After being under the management of the P. and 0. Company 
for several years it ceased to be used and is now broken up. 

In 1623, when Davies with the Dutch attacked Bombay they found 
two new frigates not yet from the stocks nor fully ended. ^ 

About twelve years later (1635), under a convention between ihe 
Portuguese and English, pinnaces were built for the English at Bassein.^ 
In 166S, the first despatch after the ti'ansfer of the island to the 
Company, contained the provision that an arrned vessel of 180 tons should 
be stationed in Bombay to guard the island.^ 

In the same year three small arnaed vessels were built and Warwick 
Pett was sent to Bombay to teach ship-buildingi 

About 1750 Grose gives the following details of the Bombay Marine: 
The Bombay marine is chiefly dmected against Angria. The English 
had gallies built in England of the most beautiful models that can 
be imagined carrying about 18 or 20 guns, provided with oars of 
special service in a calm. Also a few grabs, vessels of much the same 
burden, built in the country on the model of Angria’s grabs with prows 
which seem best suited for carrying chase guns. The scheme of Angria’s 
gunnery was chiefly to get into the wake of their enemy and rake him 
fore and aft. A kind of quartermaster conducts the vessel till he 
brings the masts of his chase into one, at which instant he gives the 
word for firing and commonly does the greatest execution in the 
rigging after which they have the easier market of the vessel thus 
disabled. Otherwise Angria’s gi’abs are too slightly built to lay 
alongside of any ship of the least weight of metal. Their great stress lies 
on those prow guns which they manage to special advantage in a calm 
having armed boats to tow them astern of the vessel they attack which 
for want of wind cannot avoid them. 

Of these armed boats called galivats the Company maintains also a 
competent n amber for the service of their marine, being not only of use 
to oppose them to the enemy but for pursuit or expeditions in shoal 
water. Por further strengthening of the naval force in those parts the 
Company occasionally stations at Bombay some larger built ships from 
.Europe, which for their superior weight of metal and greater difficulty 
of boarding, especially in deep water, with anything of a commanding 
gale, have nothing to fear from those slight vessels, though in a calm they 
might gall and plague them sufficiently. All these vessels that formed 
the military marine of Bombay were chiefly manned with English or 
European deserters from other nations and according to the exigency 
reinforced with detachments of soldiers from the land forces to serve in 
the nature of marines. 

These vessels vrere to guard the navigation of those seas and convoy 
the trade. They were also employed on such collateral services as pro- 
tecting the interest of the Company or vindicating its honour where 
requisite within the bounds of that Presidency's Jurisdiction as in the 
Bed Sea, the Gulf of Persia, and the Bar of Surat. Towards defraying 


J Birdwood's Old India Office Records, 215. ^ Bruce^'s Annals, I, 334 

^Bruce’s Annals, II. 226,. ^ Bruce’s Annals, II. 244, 
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tke cliarges of ibis marine, the Company reqnirerd of all ibe tracing 
vessels, those of the other Inropean nations excepted, to take the passes 
of tbe Bombay Government, for which they paid so small a consideration 
that I never heard the least murmuring ; the merchants being duly 
sensible not only of the benefit their trade received from the Engiish 
protection, but that this contribution was far short of the cost of it.^ 

The first Bombay boat builders were the Parsi family of Lauji or 
‘VS'adia from Surat. Except in so far as it was modified by English 
influence Bombay ship-building was the same as ^urat ship' building. 
Of Surat ship-buiiding Grose w^rites: At Surat they excell^ m s-hip-^ 
building. If their models were as fine as English models they would fee 
the best ships in the world for duration. They build to 1000 tons and 
upwards. But their naval architecture has something clumsy unfinished 
and inartistic. Surat ships last much longer than European ships, even 
a century, because they are so solidly built, the planka in their bottoms 
and sides being let into one another in the natuire of rabbet work. The 
knees are natural shape not warped or forced by fire* Teak as good as 
oak, and bottoms rubbed with wood-oil, keep planks from decay. They 
do not launch their ships, but dig camvls from water to the stocks or 
what they call cradles. 

Surat is not the only place by many in India where ships are built but 
none as yet are comparable to them. The masting generally used in the 
country ships are poboon miasts chiefly from the Malabar coast,, ikit 
for the cordage what is worth anything must come from Europe. 
Their coir ropes, made of the fibres of cocoanut husks,, are, for either 
running or standing rigging, moi-e harsh and untractable than what is 
produced from hemp. I have seen very serviceable and large coir cables 
which in opposition to the European ones last much longer in’ saltwater, 
fresh being apt to rot them. Their anchors are mostly European, our 
iron being much better and better worked. As to sails they are very well 
supplied by the country manufacture of cotton into a sail cloth called 
daugri which though not so strong or lasting as canvas, Holland’s duck, 
or vitry, is while in use more pliant and less apt to split than they are,. 
¥or pitch they have the gum of a tree which is called dammar not at all 
inferior to the other 

Their navigators are very indifferent artists. Formerly they used to 
get Europeans to command their ships. Lately they maker a shift to- do 
without them having trained up to it some of the natives who may just 
serve in those parts where they seldom put to sea but in the fair season, 
and where consequently they rarely meet wdth storms to try their skill. 
Their common sailors are rather better in their class though wanting in 
the vigour expertness and patience of fatigue of Europeans. Sometimes, 
they come to England where they are miserable objects of charity.® 

About the same time, 1750, Grose thus describes Angria’s Fleet : His 
fleet consisted of grabs and galivats vessels peculiar to that coast. Grabs 
are of two classes, two-masters up to 150 tons and three-masters about 
300 tons burthen. They are broad in proportion to their length and 
draw little water. They narrow from the middle forward where instead 
of bows they have the prow of a Mediterranean galley covered with 


^ Grose’s Voyage, I. 42 - 43. ^ Gross’s Voyage, 1, 107 - 109, 

^ Grose’s Voyage, L 109 - HO, 
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a strono- deck level with the main deck of the vessel and separated from 
it bj a biilk-head. As the grab pitches violently when sailing against a 
head sea the prow sides are open so that the water passes easily off. On 
the main deck under the forecastle are mounted two pieces of cannon of 
nine or twelve pounders pointing forward throngh port-boles cut in the 
bulk-head and bring over the prow. The cannon on the broadside are* 
from six to nine pounders. Galivats are large rowboats built like grabs 
but smaller, seldom over seventy tons. They have two masts a siiglifc 
mizenmast and a strong mainmast bearing a large tnangular sail. 
Forty or fifty stout oars can send them at a rate of four miles an boor. 
Some large galivats have fixed decks on which they mount from six 
to eight pieces of cannon from two to four pounders. Galivats are 
generally covered with spar decks made of split bamboos carrying only 
petterarocs fixed on swivels in the gunnel of the vessel. 

When he meant to attack large and strong vessels Angria gathered a 
fleet of eight or ten grabs and forty to fifty galivats crowded with men 
and laid in wait in some port or bay. When a large vessel came in sight 
the boats slipped their cables and put to sea. If there was a breeze they 
overtook the chase for they were fast sailers. If it was calm the galivats 
worked their oars and towed out the grabs. When within gunshot of 
the chase they gathered behind her and the grabs waiting till the three 
masts of the vessel were in line fired their prow guns. If the chase was 
dismasted they came nearer and battered her on all sides till she struck. 
If the defence was sturdy a number of galivats with two or three 
hundred men in each surrounded the ship and boarded her on all sides 
sword in band.^ 

' Of Bombay ships between 1766 and 1770 Forbes (Or. Mem. 1. 151-154) 
writes : Near the harbour were three excellent docks and a spacious marine 
yard amply supplied with naval stores of every description. Here they 
build vessels of all sizes, from a ship of the line to the smallest grabs and 
galivats employed in the Company’s service. The timber used is chiefly 
teak, the most valuable of the oriental forest woods and more durable 
than the oak. The master-builders and shipwrights of the Parsi tribe 
ai*e very skilful and exact imitators of the best models from Europe.^ 


^ Grose’s Voyage, II. 213 - 214. 

® Regarding the trade of Bombay (1766 - 1770) Forbes (Or. Mem. I 153-154) adds : 
Bombay was then one of the first marts in India and employed a great number of 
vessels in its extensive commerce. Basra, Maskat, Ormuz, and other ports in the 
Persian gulf furnished its merchants with pearls, raw silk, Carmania wool, dates, 
diied fruits, rosewater, attar of roses, and several other productions. Arabia sup- 
plied them with coffee, gold, drugs, and honey. A number of ships annually freight- 
ed with cotton and bullion to China returned laden with tea, sugar, porcelain, 
wrought silks, nankeens, and a variety of useful and ornamental articles. From Java, 
Malacca, Sumatra, and the eastern islands they brought spices, ambergris, perfumes, 
arrack, and sugar. The cargoes from Madagascar, the Comorro Isles, Mozambique, 
and other ports on the eastern coast of Africa consisted chiefly of ivory slaves and 
drugs ; while the different parts of India produced cotton, silk, muslin,*' pearls, dia- 
monds and every precious gem, together with ivory, sandalwood, pepper, cassia, 
cinnamon, and other luxuries. This valuable commerce was carried on by vessels 
belonging to the European and native merchants settled at Bombay totally inde- 
pendent and unconnected with the trade of the East India Company. The exports 
consisted of English woollen cloths of every description, with copper iron lead 
and other European staples purchased at the Company’s sales by the native 
merchants both at Bombay and from the continent. A great deal of cotton imported 
in boats from Surat, Broach, Ahmedabad, and Jambusar, was shipped in large 
vessels at Bombay for Madras, Bengal, and China, The Portuguese from Goa 
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About ITTo tlie traveller Parsons left tliese notes regarding Bombay 
ships : ^ear the dock is a convenient place to grave several ships at once 
which is done as well and with as great expedition as in any dock in 
England. - Ships built at Bombay are not only as strong*, bat as handsome, 
and as well furnished as ships built in any part of Europe. The timber 
and plank of which they are built so far exceeds any in Europe for 
durability that it is usual for ships to last fifty or sixty years. As a 
proof of this I am informed that the ship called the Bombay gVBh, of 
24 guns (the second in size belonging to the Company’s marine), has been 
built more than sixty years and is now a good and strong ship. This 
timber and plank are peculiar to India only. The best on this side of 
India grows to the north of Bombay. What grows to the south, on the 
coast of Malabar, is how^cver very good and great quantities of it are 
brought to Bombay. It is called tiek aud will last in a hot climate longer 
than any wood w'hatever. The Company’s marine on the Bombay estab- 
lishment are more than twenty in number ; the largest of which is the 
iiVrejipe mounting 28 guns, 20 of which are r2-pounders. The second is 
the Bombay grab. The remainder are from 16 to 8 guns, and as there are 
several little piratical states both on the north as well as on the south 
coast of Bombay, the coasting trade could not be carried on in safety 
without being convoyed by such vessels belonging to the Company. It 
is usual to see 60 or 80 coasting vessels sail between Surat and Bombay 
convoyed by one or two of these vessels.^ 

As regards the time of year when ships put to sea Parsons notices: 
Ships belonging to the natives of this part of India (from the Gulf of 
Cambay to Cape Comorin) do not venture to sea in the south-west 
monsoon. They have a method or rule, which the Hindus pretend is 
known only to their Brdhnaans, to discover when the monsoon is over. 
When that peilod arrives, the chief of the Brahmans attended with 
others of his tribe and multitudes of other people go in religious pomp 
from the pagoda to the sea ahoi*e, whei*e, after the performance of a 
religious ceremony, he throws into the sea with all his force a gilded 
cocoanut. Great rejoicings are then made and they have liberty to go to 
sea with their ships and every other kind of vessel. This they never 
will Venture to do until the cocoanut is thrown which happens either 
the latter end of October or at least before the 10th of November in every 
year. This ceremony is not peculiar to Bombay ; it is used at every 
town and port along the sea coast.^ 

In 1786-87 Fra ncklin says : They build all sorts of vessels. The 
workers are very ingenious and dexterous not yielding to our best sbip- 
wrights in England.^ 

1b 1788 Rennell (Memoir on Map of India, 180-181) speaks of the 
unpardonable negligence of delaying to build teak ships of war for the 
Indian seas. Ships of war under third rates constructed in India with 
moderate repairs last for ages. A ship of European construction can 
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Ships, 

1775. 


Fair Season, 
1776 . 


Ships, 

1786-87. 


1788. 


Daman and Europe carried on a trifling trade with Bombay, But the French Butch 
and Danish ships seldom touched there. The American intercourse with India was 
then in its infancy. 

^ Parsons’ Travels in Asia and America ( 1808 ), 214 - 215 . 

* Parsons’ Travels in Asia and America (1808), 2, 3. Compare Grose (Voyage, I. 34), 

1750 : The black merchants have a superstition not to send their vessels to sea until . 

after a festival on the breaking up of the rains when they throw into the sea a 
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remain there bat a few years. The ships built at Bombay are the best 
both ill point of workmanship and materials of any that are constructed 
in Indi^ Althoagh fourth rates only are mentioned there is no doubt 
but third rates may be constructed. 

The following statement, prepared from details collected by Captain 
W. Barker, Indian Navy, late Superintendent of Marine, Bombay, shows 
that 267 ships vessels and boats varying from 23 to 2298 tons were built 
in Bombay between the opening of the Dockyard in 1735.36 and the 
year 1857. Of the 267 there were thirty of more than 1000 and of these 
four of more than 2000 tons. The first steamer built in Bombay was in 
1820, the HiKjli Lindsmj of dll tons, and the first boat made of iron was 
the steam vessel FImiei in 1840. The details are : 


Bomhap SAip.% 17m-17S9, 


No. 

Year. 

Name, 

Class. 

Tons. 

Guns. 

Mate- 

rial, 

ReiBarks. 

1 

1736... 

Drake 

Schooner ... 





2 


Success 

Grab ... 

... 

... 

... 


3 

1737... ... 

Prince Augustus ... 

Ship 

... 

... 

... 


4 

17.38.., ... 

Resource 

Grab 

... 

... 

... 


5 

1730 

Bombay .m 

Do, 

... 

... 



« 

1740... 

Success 

Galley 

... 


... 


7 

1741... ... 

Defence ... 

Ketch 

... 

... 

... 


8 

1747... 

Shaw Pedro 

Grab 

... 

... 



9 

1740 

Nesbit ... ... 

Ship ... ... 

... 

... 

... 


10 

1750 

Bombay 

Frigate 

... 

... 

... 


11 

„■ ' 

Mary 

Ship 

... 


... 


12 

1761... 

Indian Queen 

Do. 


... 

... 


IS 

1753. 

Penny ... 

Do* ... 

... 

... 

... 


14 

1754... 

Revenge 

Do. 

■■ ■ ■ 

16 

... 


15 

' 13 ' ' 

Ingle ... ««• 

Snow... 

... 

... 

... 


16 

»» 

Euphrates ... 

Do. 


... 

... 


17 

JJ 

Success 

Galley 

... 

... 

... 


18 

1764 

Restoration 

Ship ... 

... 

... 

... 


10 


Wallace 

Do. 

... 

u. 

u. 


20 

1767 

Governor 

Yacht 

... 

... 

... 


21 

1768 

Princess Augusta ... 

Grab... 

.n> 

13 

... 


22 


Princess Royal ... 

Do, 


12 

... 


23 

>> 

Hunter 

Ship ... 

... 

... 

... 


24 

17C9 

Griffith 

Do. 

... 

... 

... 


25 


Alexander 

Ship 

... 

... 

... 


26 

1770 

Sky 

Cutter 

... 

... 

... 


27 

JJ 

Swallow ... 

Ketch 

... 

... 

... 


28 


Phmnix ... 

Do. 

... 




29 

,, 

Syren 

Do. 

... 

... 

... 


30 

ft ••• 

Wolfe 

Do. 

... 

... 

... 1 


31 

1772 

Britannia ... 

Ship 1 

... 

... 

... I 


33 

ft *** 

Louisa 

Do. 

... 

... 

... 


33 

1774 

Royal Charlotte ... 

Do. 


... 

... 


34 

ft ... 

Nancy , 

Do. 

... 

... 

... 


35 

1775 

Byramgore... 

Do. 

... 

... 

I ... 


30 

». «.• 

Belsly 

Snow 

... 

... 

... 

i 

37 

1776 

Industry : 

Schooner ... 

140 

... 

... 


38 


Nerbudfla ... 

Do. 

... 

... 



39 

1777 1 

Swallow 

Packet 

200 

... 

... 


40 

ft ••* 

Brazil 

Snow 


... 

... 


41 

1778... ... 

Amphitrite , 

Do. 

... 

... 

... 


43 

■ I* ••• 

Bencooleii ... 

Do. 

... 

... 

... 


43 

»» •••' 

Panther ... 

Schooner ... 

181 

14 

... 


44 

; ■„ , " 

Britannia 

Ship ... 

747 

... 

... 


45 


! Sea Horse 

Pilot Vessel... 

188 

... 

... 


46 

'1* ■' ... 

Mermaid 

Do. 


... 

... 


47 

1780 

Hermanis 

Ship ... 



... 


48 

,}» ••• 

Defence ... ... 

Luggage Boat 

*189 

... 

... 


49 


Intrepid 

Schooner ... 


16 

... 


50 

. , f* 

Hornby 

Ship 


... 

... ■ 


51 

1786 

Milford 

Do. 

*665 

... 

♦.< 


52 

1787 

Cornwallis 

Snow 


... 

... 


53 

„ ■ ... 

Johanna 

Do. 



... 


64 


Jay 

Do. 

70 

... 



55 

' ''■■■ft 

Shaw Ardesheer ... 

Ship ... 

868 


... 


56 

1788 

Gyrene 

Do. 





67 

1789 

Tazbux ... 

Do. 

... 


.... 

Lost in the French War. 

58 

>j ... 

Shaw Mancher ... 

Do. 

»»* ■■ 


... 

Lost in the China Sea, 

69 

,'S . •*. 

King George 

Do. 

... 

... 

... 

Burnt in the China Sea. 
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jxo. 

Year. 

Name, 

Class. 

Tons. 

Guns. 

Mate- 

ria!. 

Remarks, 

m 

1789... .... 

Boraaiiean ... 

SWp 




Lost in the Calcutta River, 

(U 

n •• 

Hannah 

Do, 

... 

u. 

: 

Lost in the Ciiina Sea. 

(W 

1790... 

Lowjee Family .. 

Do. 

926 

... 

... 

153 

1792... 

Sarah . .. 

Do. ... 

935 

... 


Lost in the French War 

64 

,f ... 

Born 

Do, 


«• 

**• 

Sold in 1808, 

05 

1793... 

Strouibolo 

Ketch 


12 

♦ IT ' 

00 

** 

.Bombay ■ ' 

Frigate 

Brig 

639 

42 

... 

Afterwards II. M, Siiip 
Ceylon. 

07 

9f •• 

Antelope 

199 

12 

... 

6<=l 

fi , 

Fly ... ' ... 

Do. 

176 


... 


09 

it 

Bpuoii Castle 

Do. 

675 

... 

... 

Burnt at Saugor, 16th Feb 








1817. 

70 

1794... 

Hooghlj" 

Pilot Vessel... 

150 

... 

... 


71 


Abercromby 

Do. 

147 

... 

... 


72 

I7a5... . .. 

Albert ... • ... 

Brig ... 

85 

12 

... 

Lost in the year 1798. 

73 

1707 .. 

Asia 

Ship... 

736 

... 

... 

Sold, 

74 

1798... 

Comet ... ... 

Brig 

115 

16 

f-. 


75 


Phillip Dundas ... 

Pilot Vessel... 

187 

... 

... 


70 


Sealeby Castle 

Ship 

1216 

... 



77 

1799. 

Teignmouth 

Do, 

251 

18 

■ ... . 

Condemned in Rangoon 
War. 

Sold at Public Auction. 

7S 

>s *» 

Lord Mornington... 

Do. 

438 

24 


78 

Kaikusroo ... 

Do. 

1045 

••• , 

... 

Sold into H,M. Service 
and called the Camel, 1804. 


SO 


Seringapatam 

Do. 

336 

... 

... 

81 

1800... 

Gonnvallis 

Do. 

1363 


... 

Sold into H. M, Service 







in 1804 and calledAckbar, 

82 

1801.,. 

William 

Do. 

393 




83 

Yacht for Govern- 

Yacht 

82 

... 

... 




ment. 






84 

» 

Ternate 

Brig 

27)6 

16 

... 

Sold at Public Auction. 

S5 

,, ... 

Supply 

Water Boat... 

67 

... 


Sold in England, 

86 


David Scott 


749 

... 

... 

87 

1802 

Tazbux 


737 



88 

1803 

Pack-horse 

LuggjtgeBoat 

161 

... 

... 


89 

II T-- 

Alexander ... 

Ship 

746 

... 

... 


90 

n 

Cliarlotte 

Do. 

672 

... 


Sold in England and 

91 

, i» *•> 

dames Sibbald 

Do. 

646 

.»• 

... 






called Doris, 

93 

tf . ••• 

Cambrian ... 

Do, 

705 

... 


Sold to an Arab. 

■ 93 ; 

Estombole „• ■... 

Do, 

441 


■ ■ 

04 

1804... !!! 

Ad!. Rainier 

LuggageBoat 

102 

■ ... 

■ ■ , 

Sold at Public Auction. 

95 

1805 

Prince of Wales ... 

Ship... 

148 

14 

^ ... 

9G i 


Pitt .. 

Frigate 

872 

36 

■ ■' . 

Condemned in Rangoon 
War. 

97 ; 

18&... 

Mercury ... ... 

Ship 

185 

14 

... 

98 


Nautilus ... 

Brig... 

185 

14 

... 


90 

” ... 

Sylph ' ... ' ■ ... 

Schooner ... 

78 

6 

... 


100 

1807 

Benares ... ... 

Ship ... ■ ... 

230 

16 

... 


lol 


Sal^ette 

1, Frigate- ' .. 

■885 

36 1 

... 


103 

103 

1808.,. IL* 

Bombay 

Thomas Grenville , 

Ship 

Do, 

1126 

889 


- 

Indianian, now (1824) in 
Free Trade, , 

104 

1809 

j Charles Grant 

Do, 

1246 

*16 

14 

i ... 

Indianian, China Ship.' 

105 

106 

Aurora 

Vestal 

Do. 

Brig 

217 

159 

■ P* 

Condemned in Rangoon 
War, 

107 

108 

isib... I." 

Ariel 

Psyche 

Do. 

Do. 

160 

180 

’l2 


Sold at Public Auction to 
an Arab, 

109 


Thetis 

Do. 

13-5 

12 


Condemned from Service. 

ilO 


Minden 

Ship 

26S1 

74 

... 


111 


Balcarras 

Do. 

1406 

... 

... 


113 

isn 

Minerva 

Do. 

985 

... 

... 


113 

114 


Abercrombie 
Hannah 

Do. 

Do. 

1283 

457 


••• 

Sold in England, 

115 

116 

1812... *r. 

Ann 

Herefordshire 


788 

1279 

••• 

■ ' 

Built for H, C. Service, 

117 

i8i3.„ .’!! 

Buffaloe 

LuggageBoat 

59 

... 

••• 


118 

ft 

Nerbudda ... 

Prow 

■ •**. , 

... 



119 

120 

Tapty 

Emad 

■■ Do,' 

Timber Ship . 

"559 

•** 

... 

Sold at Public Auction, 

121 

39 

Cornwallis 


1767 

*74 

«• „■ 


122 


Eliza 

Pilot Vessel... 

189 

*.« 

. ••• 


123 


Cecilia 

Do. 

191 


.*• 


124 

1814 

Thames 

Luggage Boat. 

103 

... 

. . ■ ■ 


136 

„ 

Victor 

Sloop,., 

384 

18 



126 


Caroline 

Ship ... ... 

575 




127 


Flora 

Pilot Vessel... 

186 

/ 

... 
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Bombay Slilp'% 1814- -1836. 



f ear* 

Name* 

Class. 

Tons. 

Guns 

Mate 

rial. 

. Eemarks# ' 

128 

1814... .. 

Guide ... 

Pilot Vessel.. 

189 




129 

Sophia ... .. 

Bo. 

189 

... 

... 


ISO 

1815... 

Toreli 

Light Vessel 

174 

... 

... 

Converted into Harboui 
Piaster’s Depot at Cal 
ciitta. 

121 


Wellesley ... 

Ship ... 

1745 

74 

... 


122 


Zebra 

Sloop... 

385 

IH 

... 


133 

n 

Brigantine ... 

Ba. 

339 

10 

... 


134 

Sphynx 

Do. 

239 

12 

... 


135 

isie... ■ ... 

Supply ... 

Water Boat... 

... 

... 

... 

Sold in 1838 and callec 
the Bright Planet. 

130 

ft ••• 

Planet 

Liglit Vessel 

174 


•• 

137 

■' II 

Camel 

Sloop 

229 

10 

... 


138 

„ 

Aiuphitrite 

Fri^te 

1064 

38 

... 


139 

isiV... .7. 

Buckinghamshire.. 
Henry Meriton ... 

Ship 

1349 

... 


Sold at Calcutta in IS3S 
and ciUled William. 

HO 

Pilot Vessel.. 

190 

... 

... 

141 


Melville 

Ship 

- 1767 

74 

... 


142 


Trincomalie 

Frigate 

106> 

38 

... 


143 

1818... 

Malabar 

Ship 

1085 

74 

... 


144 


Seringapatam 

Frigate 

1152 

38 

... 


U5 

1819... 

Jane ... 

Pilot Vessel... 

170 

... 

... 


UO 

It 

Shaw Allum 

Frigate 

111! 

... 

... 


147 

1820... 

Vigilant ... 

Armed Boat. 

72 

... 

... 


148 

1821... 

Hastings 

Ship of War. 

566 

24 



149 

It T- 

Bombay' ... 

Gun Boat .. 

... 

... 

... 


150 

1821 

Ganges 

Ship ... .. 

2289 

74 

... 


161 

1822... 

Palinurua ... 

Sloop of War 

192 

... 

... 


152 


M adagftscar 

Frigate 

1164 

46 

... 


153 


Nausary 

Bng ... 

163 

... 

... 


154 

1824... 

Elph instone ... 

Sloop of War 

8i<7 

18 

... 


155 

It 

Asia 

Ship... 

2289 

86 



156 

n 

Caledonia 

Do. 

742 



Lost in the China Sea, 
1838. 

157 

» 

Clairmont 

Do. 

328 

... 

... 

168 

1825 

Amherst ... 

Sloop of War 


18 

... 


159 

»> 

Seahorse 

Pilot Vessel 

188' 

.** 



160 

»» •»« 

, Mermaid 

Do. 

188 




161 

1826... 

. Clive 

, Sloop of War 

420 

!8 



162 

>» ••• 

Liverpool 

, Ship 

... 

74- 


Presented by the Imam 
to King William IV. 

163 

>) 

Mount Stewart 

Elpblnstone. 

Do. 

611 


... 


104 

1827 

Coote 


420 

18 

... 


165 

1828 

Panna ... 

Pahinmr ... 

43 


' **• 


166 

»» ••• 

Bhima 

Do. 

55 


... 


107 

It ••• 

Euphrates 

Brig of War. 

2.55 

‘*10 



108 

Bombay ... ... 

Ship 

2285 

84 

... 

Lost in China Sea. 

169 

If *•' 

Horinusji Bomonji 

* Iio. 

757 


... 

170 

ii ••• 

Sir Charles Mai* 
colm. 

Do. 

866 


... 


171 

1829 

Tigress 

Brig of War. 

2.58 

10 

... 


172 

II 

Hugh Lindsay ... 

Steamer ... 

411 


... 

The flx*st Steamer built at 
Bombay, 

173 

n *•* 

Enyal Tiger ... 

Schooner ... 

120 

4 

... 


174 

... 

Andromeda 

Frigate 

1166 

46 



175 

1831 

Calcutta ... 

Ship 

2298 

84 



176 

1832... 

Shannon ... 

Schooner ... 

87 

4 



177 

It 

Earl of Clare 

Ship 

904 

... 



178 

1833 

Euparel 

Water Boat... 


... 



179 

II ••• 

Bo. ... ... 

Warp Boat ... 

... 

... 



180 

II **• 

Sultana 

312 

... 



181 

f» 

Jamsetji Jeejibhoy. 

Ship ... 

■ 555 

... 


Lost at Quilon in 1836*37. 

182 

II 

Two Sisters... 

Brig... ... 

277 

... 

... 

For a Baravia Merchant. 

183 

1834 

Taje... , 

Schooner ... 

205 

... 



184 

1835 

Nerbudda 

Cutter 

49 

"2 



185 

If ' 

Margaret 

Maldava ... 

I>o. 

61 

2 



186 

...' 

Do, 

23 




187 

, II' " ' , ■ 

Caldavo ... 

Do. 

27 

... 



188 

Mo<'tney 

...... 


•>* 


For river Indus. 

189 

'■■■■'7 ' ••• 

Taptee 

Pilot Vessel. 

*179 




190 


Nausary 

Brig 

179 

... 



191 

Ml , ' ■*.• 

Lady Grant 

Do. 

239 

... 

... 

For the Opium Trade. 

192 


Sir Herbert Comp- 
ton. 

Bombay ... ... 

Ship 

346 

... 

... 

193 

II .»• 

Schooner ... 

63 




194 ; 

1836 

Ardaseer *.* 

Clipper 

• 432 

' ' 



195 

II .« 

J ohn FlemiAg ... 


514 





\ 



1 


If”' 


f 

I 


ISLAND. 

ips, 1SS6-1S57. 


S29 


'1'. 


Name, 

Class, 

Tons. 

Guns 

Mate- 
* nals. 

jwfl 

!i»7 

198 

1S30... 

Me,i>-na 

Saiig-or 

Krishna 

Pilot Vessel.. 
Do. 

Do. 

201 

200 

•>00 

... 

- 

, 15)9 

1 1837 

B,ajasthan 

600 



1 200 

201 

j 1S3S... 

Cavory 

CoIIeroon 

Pilot Vessel... 
Do. 

200 

200 


... 

1 2tt2 

1^39... 

ilary Gordon 

350 

«*< 

... 

1203 

|20i 

ISiO Jan* .. 

„ Feb... 

Victoria 

Planet 

Steam Vessel 
Do. 

714 

.3,3.5 

... 

wSJd. 

Hon. 

*205 

„ May ... 

Satelite 

Do, 

33.5 


i 200 

„ ,Sept..., 

Medusa 

Indus Steamei 

432 

*” 


1207 

,, Dec, 

... 

Ariadne 

Do. 

439. 



j *208 

Auckland 

Steam Vessel 

946 

• •• 

Wood. 

. 209 

slS42Feb* .. 

Semlramis .. 

Do. „ 

1031 

... 

;2!0 

1 tt 'ir 

Coal Boat No. 1 .. 



• «« 

:221 

' ' J> 

Do. 2 .. 




... 

'212 


Do. 3 ... 



... 


.2i;3 


Dq* 4 ... 





■211 

j March 

Colabah 

Light Vessel. 

**158 



: 215 

1 J, Dec. ... 

Coal Boat No. 1 for 


61 

'* 


.210 

1 

P, & 0. Oo, 



*** 

11843 March 

Do. No. 2 ... 


61 



217 

1 „ AllQ'..,, 

Mud Boat ... 


200 



.218 

I ,, Sept ... 

Flat Do. No. 2 ... 



Iron , 

. 210 


Coal Do. No. 5 .. 

..1 

61 


VVood. 

220 

lSl-4 March . 

Do. Do. No. 6 ... 


61 


;221 

i n April 

Bridge boats for 


*** 


1 222 

to Dec, 

Seiiide. 





s, Sept,,., 

Napier 

Indus Steamer 

445 


Iron. 


No?.... 

Conqueror.,, 

Do. 

259 


224' 

„ Deo. ... 

Meanee 

Do. 

208 



22f5 

1S45 Jan. ... 

Sutiedge ... 



220 

Oct. ... 

Beeas 





227 

3t Do, ... 

Raveo ... 



*** 


228 

» ■ Nov.... 
384G Mai% ... 

Gaplcr 

Buoy Vessel, 



Wood. 

m225) 

Coal Boat No. 1 ... 



,235> 

"'n 'Oct, 

Water Do. No. 1... 





231 

'„'.Nov. 

Coal Do. No. 2... 





232 

1847 Jail. .„! 

Steamer to receive 


loo 



233 


' Hug’ll Lindsay's 
engine. 





M Dee. ... 

Coal Boat No. 3 ... 


... 




lS48May ... 

Ferooz 

Steam Vessd . 

1440 


Iron. 

235 

Sept.„, 

Pilot Boat No. 6 ... 


Wood. 

!236 

1S19 Mar. ... 

Coal Do. No, 4 ... 




1237 

■ „ Oct. ... 

Berenice 


**^6 



238 

Dec. ... 

Pilot Boat ... 



** 

,[239 

1S50 Feb. ... 

Nerbudda 

Schooner ... 


... 


‘ 2-10 

, 5 * April . 

Ferry Boats, 





;241 

,, Dee..,, 

Coal Boat No, 5 ... 





j242 

1851 Jan, ... 

Indus ... ... 1 

nidus Steamer. 

**622 

... 

Iron, 

■2453 

„ Feb. , 

Jheluin 

Do. 

499 

... 


5244 

,, April... 

Falkland ... „* 

Do. 

1159 

*'* 


i245 

„ May... 

Zenobia 

Steam Vessel. 

1001 


Wood, 

'216 

,, June... 
1S52 Jan, ... 

Ghenab 1 

Indus Steamer. 

499 

*■* 

Iron, 

1247 

Coal Boat No. 7 ... 


Wood. 

‘21S 

„ Feb. ... 

Customs Pilot Do, 



..‘J 



No. 4. 





1249 

,, April... 

Schooner 





1250 

. May 

Lady Falkland 

Steam Vessel, 

*’i55 



*251 

,j Oct, ... 

Pilot Boat No. 1 ... 




<252 

Dec. ... 
1853 Nov. ... 

Flat Do 

Cursetji 

*205 



|253 

Falkland ... 

Sloop... 

494 



1254 

„ Do. ... 

Light Vessel 

49 



i255 

„ ' Dec. ... 

Augustus 

Schooner ... 

114 



250 

1854 Jan. ... 

Flat Ethursey 


274 



257 

'■>» ' 

Pilot Boat 





25S 

,, Mar. ... 

Assaye ... 

Steam Vessel. 

1800 


Wood. 

259 

. „ Nov,'... 

Puigaub .„ 

Do. 

1800 


200 

3855 June ... 

Georgiana 


90 



*261 

„ Oct.... 

Emily 

PilotSchooiier, 

90 

■... ■ 


202 

„ Nov,... 

Goolanar ’ 


215 



263 

Governor’s Barge ... 


51 



264 

1856 May ... 

Admiral’s Barge ... 


26 



265 

Charlotte ] 

Pilot Sckooner 

167 



260 

1857 Jan, ... 

Pilot Schooner No,4. 

...•»# ' ■ 



«*• 

267 


Cargo Boat 
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